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“You must visit the Waterfront,” is common
advice to anyone visiting Cape Town. It rivals
Table Mountain as the most frequented tourist
spot in South Africa today. Can you imagine
suggesting the same to a first-time visitor to
Beersheba? A Waterfront in Beersheba? That
is the plan as a dried-out riverbed in the centre
of downtown Beersheba is to be converted into
a 365-day running river with shopping malls,
promenades and boating.
When Ben Gurion expressed in 1954 that “the
Negev will be the test of the creative ability and
pioneering spirit of Israel,” he had already set a
personal example by making Sde Boker his home
the previous year.
Some Southern Africans had already beaten
him to it. On Erev Yom Kippur 1946, on a night
that became known as “The night of the 11 settlements”, a group that included 40 members of
Southern African Hashomer Hatzair, staked a
claim in the Negev and a place in history. Their
claim became known as Kibbutz Shoval.
In the ensuing decades Southern Africans settled in the desert’s capital, development towns,
kibbutzim and moshavim. Today the some 400
families living in the region are involved in
hi-tech, the professions, agriculture, tourism,
academia or as one retiree joked, “babysitting
our grandchildren.”
With only 8% of Israel’s population settled in
60% of the country’s desert landmass, the Negev
beckons as Israel’s pioneering challenge of the
new millennium.
Learning of major new housing developments
and projects - including the opening up of the
region with the extension of the fast-track railway and Highway 6 - Telfed recently paid a visit
down south to explore opportunities for Southern
Africans. In our Cover Story, we talk to members
of our community about their lives, their dreams
and the challenges they are facing.
David Kaplan, Editor


IN THE MAIL
Operation Thunderbolt
Dear Editor!
I was very interested to read in the
last Telfed edition (October 2006) about
the Entebbe Raid and Dr.
Jossy Faktor - and felt I
had to bring to your attention
that another South African
- Ricky Davis (ex-Port
Elizabeth) was also on that
daring mission. Ricky lives
in Metulla with his wife and
family.   His mother, Daphne
Ricky Davis, who
Davis, made aliyah from PE
participated in the
a few years ago and lives in
famous Entebbe Raid.
Protea Village. Ricky also has
a brother Jeffrey Davis, a pharmacist in
Zichron Ya’acov.
Marie Tapnack. Raanana
Editor’s note: Telfed magazine followed up the
lead and spoke to Ricky Davis:
A member of Betar, Ricky (aged 19),
came on aliyah, from Port Elizabeth at
the end of 1974. Within three months he
joined the IDF. During the days immediately preceding the Entebbe Raid, “My
paratroop unit was at Wingate. A call came
through and we immediately packed up
and assembled at a base near Petach Tikva.
Although we knew about the hijack drama
being played out at Entebbe, we had no
idea we were connected. We went on so

Please Note: The date on the right corner of your mailing
label indicates the date of your last payment for Telfed
Magazine. If no date appears, we have not yet received
payment from you.


many hair-raising missions into Lebanon
and Jordan those days that we assumed it
was another one of those.”
Once assembled at the base, “Everything
became top secret. We began training,
still not sure where our destination was
– “Only at the last stage, were we brought
into the picture. My unit was to secure the
escape by destroying in advance anything
that could jeopardize our escape. As there
were Migs on the airport tarmac that could
give chase, we blew them up with anti-tank
missiles.”
Ricky casually adds, “Yes, we stopped
for coffee in Nairobi on the return flight
home.”

Healing Hands
Dear Editor,
It was truly uplifting reading the article
on Dr. Mary Gordon (Telfed Oct 2006) and
knowing that she has not been forgotten.
Mary was an important part of our family.
During WW1, my mother Dora (Banks)
Moss-Morris, a trained nurse, volunteered
in the front lines in France, where she met
Mary. A friendship developed that continued for life. Mary delivered my sister Joyce
and I in 1921 and 1922.
When Mary was running the hospital
in the camp in Cyprus, a woman came in
with her very sick child. Against the rules,
Mary sneaked her and the baby into the
ward at night and out again at dawn. The
baby survived. The mother Devorah is now
a resident of Beth Protea.

l-r: Dora MossMorris (Rona
Baram’s mother),
nurse and Dr. Mary
Gordon at the WIZO
Baby Centre, Tel
Aviv, 1955.

IN THE MAIL
The medical officers in
many combat divisions
were South African. Of
90 volunteer Diaspora
doctors, 51 were South
African, 14 from the UK, 7 from
the USA and 18 from 11 other
countries.

It was wonderful attending the ceremony
at the Barzilai Hospital when the pediatric
unit was inaugurated in Mary’s
Please Note: The editor
honour.
reserves the right to
Rona Baram, Beth Protea.
shorten and edit letters
as well as to post same
Dear Editor
instead on the Telfed
The story in October Telfed, about
Website, where magazine
Dr. Mary Gordon and the contribuspace is limited.
tion generally, of South African olim
Furthermore, no letters
to medicine in Israel made great
will be published without
reading. Permit me to add something
a name and address of
about a slightly earlier period.
the sender.
One of the best-kept secrets
of the 1948 War of Independence is the
contribution of South African medical
Machal volunteers whose efforts probably
saved hundreds if not thousands of lives.
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Of the 59 volunteer
Diaspora nurses, 37 were
South African, most of
whom were highly qualified and experienced. 10
came from France, 6 from
USA, 5 from UK and 1 from
Switzerland.

Motivated by a need to
serve in this historical event,
qualified nurse Zelda Ravid
joined Dr Lionel Melzer’s
medical team, leaving two very young
children in the care of her mother Esther
Pincus. Nursing sister Ray (Brunton)
Medow, delivered the first Jewish child to
continued on next page
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be born in Beersheba in two thousand years.
It was a boy!
Of 45 other medical personnel including
combat medics, 35 were South Africans. Two
volunteer doctors were killed in action: UK
Dr. Isaiah Harris and Moroccan Dr. Solomon
Morley-Dayan.
A comprehensive account, including historical extracts from personal diaries, is contained
in Henry Katzew’s “South Africa’s 800 – The
story of South African volunteers in Israel’s
birth”. A hard cover reprint of the book which
was compiled by Maurice Ostroff and which
I had the privilege of editing is available from
David Teperson. Tel. 09 9582718 or email
dave_tep@netvision.net.il
Joe Woolf, (Ilaniya, Lower Galilee)

MAGnificent
Dear Editor,
Please find enclosed my donation for the
year in the amount of NIS100 for your wonderful Telfed Magazine. We enjoy reading
it so much.
In the October issue you had an article on
a brother and sister - Don Davis and Norma
Fisher - finding each other. Norma is my
cousin by adoption and I am so happy that


she has united with the brother she never
knew. Dennis joins me in looking forward
to many more issues of Telfed.
Rosylin Hanover, Herzliya
Dear Editor,
We were in Israel in June and were glued
to the TV watching events unfold in a most
surreal manner.
I just want to commend you and Telfed
for keeping everyone’s spirits up with your
wonderful publication. Israel might not have
the greatest politicians, but the citizens are
full of courage, spirit and heroism. Keep up
the good work.
Ben Friedman, Cape Town

A Force to Remember
Dear Editor,
I would like to take this opportunity on
behalf of all the martial artists in Israel, in
extending our deepest condolences to the
family of Leon Pantanowitz on his untimely
passing. A powerful personality and force
in his field in South Africa, Europe, Japan
and especially in Israel, Leon will be sorely
missed.
Dr. Dennis Hanover, Herzliya
10th Dan Grandmaster of Dennis Survival Ju-Jitsu.
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And when it comes to ‘connecting’ Keren
is no novice. She frequently addresses
visiting South African groups at the IDC
and has been on shlichut for the College
to South Africa addressing the Jewish Day
Schools.

Second year IDC
Herzliya student
Keren was
Keren Neumann from
off again in
J o h a n n e s b u rg , i s a
November, when
bright student, under
‘Bunny Chow’
the limelight. Prior to
premiered at
Karen Neumann
enrolling last year at the
the Cape Town
in her ‘red
Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya,
Keren, 2nd from
Film Festival.
carpet dress’
for her three-year degree in Business
right, with the
made by the
Balancing her
Bunny Chow cast.
Israeli designer Administration, Keren played the
studies and her
Yuval Ravid for female lead in a South African
new celebrity status does not seem to faze
her appearance movie called ‘Bunny Chow’. It prethis former member of Habonim Dror. “It’s
at the Toronto
miered in October at the Toronto Film
all do-able.”
Film Festival.
Festival to great acclaim. Not only did
the movie receive rave reviews and
invitations to other renowned film festivals
- notably Rotterdam, Sundance and the AFI
Former Capetonian Dr. Gail Lustig (née
(American Film Institute) in Los Angeles
Loon)
of Givatayim has decided after living
– but Keren, too, found herself fending off
in
Israel
for over thirty years, to “give somedirectors and producers who were offering
thing back” to the country of her birth. It all
her parts in future movies. “I had to tell
started with the 30th anniversary reunion of
them that I am a student and have a degree
her UCT medical class last year” says Gail.
to complete.”
The reunion coincided with International
Nevertheless, Keren enjoyed a real
AIDS Week, “and what stared us in the face,
taste of Hollywood. “The premiere was
was nothing less than a pandemic that we
the typical red carpet affair to a packed
as doctors, practicing all over the world,
audience. Also, throughout the festival, we
could not ignore.” Gail advises that there
went to party after party meeting people in
are roughly 2,000 people infected daily in
the industry like Samuel L. Jackson, Brad
South Africa with AIDS – some 60% of
Pitt and Penelope Cruz.” The purpose of
whom are under the age of 25.
attending these functions, says Keren, is not
merely to have a good time, but “exposure.
“WE WILL SUCCEED”
Its all about connections.”
Fifty of the former students who attended

A CLASS ACT



by David Kaplan

PEOPLE

the reunion, decided to unite as a class to
dying each day. It is unconscionable that
help youngsters living with HIV/AIDS in
only 5% of all children needing treatment
Masiphumelele, a township
are receiving it.”
outside of Cape Town. The aim
Ironically, Masiphumelele
is to establish a youth centre in
means, “We will succeed” in
partnership with Cape Town’s
Xhosa. These same words that
Desmond Tutu HIV Centre
sustained the residents during
and Foundation, which has
their Apartheid past, are provalready pledged a large sum
ing no less poignant today.
of money. “The Centre will
Approximately 23% of the
promote safer sexual behavtownship’s estimated populaiour, encourage HIV testing,
tion of 13,800 is HIV positive,
provide counselling and create
40% of whom are children.
income-generating opportuni“The spread of this infection
ties. As there are hardly any
is fueled largely by high-risk
Drs. Gail Lustig and
facilities for the youth in this
sexual behaviour, a fear of HIV
township, the Centre will also offer Michael Hayden pose
with a “colleague” in testing due to stigma and a lack of
sport and recreation activities, which
youth-friendly services,” says Gail.
the lab.
will be free of charge. We want this to
Following a recent meeting with
be a safe and fun environment.”
South African Ambassador Fumanikile
Leading this project is former classmate,
Gqiba in Tel Aviv, Gail is pleased to report,
Professor Michael Hayden of Vancouver
“He is 100% behind the project and will
who Gail knew not only from her years at
support it in whatever way he can. It is in
university, but also as a fellow chaver in
accordance, he told me, with his philosophy
Cape Town Habonim. According to Michael,
of encouraging South Africans in Israel to
“there are two million infected children
contribute to their former country.”
in South Africa with approximately 1000
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CLOSING A CIRCLE
Gail’s interest in giving back to South
Africa has a long tradition. Some years ago
Telfed Magazine interviewed Professor
Leon Epstein, Director of the School
of Public Health at Hadassah Hebrew
University. “There is a tremendous need
to train expert public health personnel in
South Africa,” said Leon. “What we have
done is to initiate a programme with the
department of Community Health in the
continued on next page



PEOPLE
University of Natal.”
South Africa’s biggest health problems
are AIDS, malnutrition and infectious
diseases, said Leon and “while we don’t
yet have a cure for AIDS, we can train
caregivers to focus on prevention as well
as treatment. We have South Africans
who come and study Public Health here in
Jerusalem while we at the same time conduct
workshops around South Africa.” Leon said
he felt that “our work in South Africa was
like closing a circle.” Why’s that?
In the 1940’s, the late Dr. Sidney Kark
and his wife Dr. Emily Kark set up an
innovative community health service in
Pholaela in Zululand, Natal. Soon after
the Nationalists came to power, the Karks
left South Africa for Israel, bringing with
them their ideas of providing primary
care services to communities. In Israel
they developed a concept of health care
delivery, which has taken root around
the world. After Mandela was elected
President in 1994, the School of Public
Health of Hebrew University was invited
to South Africa to conduct workshops in
community-orientated health care. “It was
touching that nurses from Pholaela were
among those we trained. It was as if the
school established by the Karks in Israel,
was continuing where the then young couple
had left off in the remote Natal countryside
all those years before.” It is gratifying that
a small country like Israel, says Leon, “can
have such a huge impact on health care
throughout the world.”
Following in the same tradition Dr Gail
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Lustig hopes to serve in the country of her
birth. In promoting global responsibility to
the project, Michael Hayden likes to use
the Xhosa word “Ubuntu”– “I am because
you are.”
Anyone interested in learning more about the
project can contact Gail at: 03-7320197 or
054-4505344; lustigsh@netvision.net.il

CREATING INCOME

Ian Richter
crosses an abyss
while on a trip to
Nepal during his
studies in India.

Ian Richter who made aliyah with
his parents, Rose and Kevin from
Durban in 1998 was recently chosen as
Outstanding Student (Student Mitztayen)
in his 2006 Industrial Design graduating
class at the Holon Institute of Technology.
Ian was commended for his final year
project that aimed to highlight how design
can exert a positive influence on society.
While studying in India in 2005, Ian
observed that while locally woven bamboo
products were professional and aesthetic,
they appealed to a limited market and were
too labour-intensive to be profitable. He

realized that this situation was mirrored
by the experience of Ethiopian artisans
in Israel.
“While many of our Ethiopian immigrants are skilled artisans and manage to
find work in their fields, far too many still
remain unemployed,” says Ian. Lamenting
the disappearance of their special skills, Ian
sought a solution to the question: “Why
can’t we use their talents to make creative
products that will be purchased for their
inherent value?”
Working with a group of Ethiopian
women from Kiryat Gat, Ian designed
a series of lamps that combine modern
technology with traditional techniques. His
molded designs were factory-produced and
then delivered to the artisans, who enhanced
the products using decorative weaving in the
traditional Ethiopian style. In this way, Ian
demonstrated how industry could benefit
by instilling a more personal and cultural
depth to usually monotonous products,
while artisans would benefit by creating
new sources of income for themselves.
The project has been featured in several
Israeli newspapers and magazines, and
Ian was interviewed on the TV program
“Something Good” on Channel 10.
Ian can be contacted at richterian@gmail.com

CALL BACK THE PAST
For eleven years, from 1948-1959
Doreen Guinsberg of Haifa, crisscrossed
thousands of miles by road, rail and air, even
once by sea across the vast sub-continent

of Southern Africa. As the Organizer of
the Women’s Zionist Council, (Central
Africa’s WIZO) she visited and worked
with “the hundreds of Jewish communities, large and small, scattered from the
Cape Province in South Africa to the two
Rhodesias (Zimbabwe and Zambia), the
former Belgian Congo and Kenya.”
Charcoal
rendition
by Doreen
Guinsberg of
boats in Haifa
Bay as she
came in on
the last ship
bringing illegal
immigrants
from Cyprus.

Her most poignant memories, she reminisces “was my work among the isolated
communities. I admired these women, who
although far from the centre of Jewish
life, nevertheless through their activities
and devotion to the Zionist cause, united
their small communities preserving Jewish
identity.” During this “historic period”,
as she describes it, she visited the young
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Jewish state on numerous occasions, always
returning “fired up and relishing to share my
knowledge and experiences and to deliver a
live message of those fateful, exciting and
inspiring, but difficult times.” There was
no TV in those days, so
personal accounts were
lapped up by the cut-off
communities hungry
for information about
the new Jewish state.
Doreen would tour the
countryside of Central
Doreen Guinsberg Africa addressing audiences, often accompanied by dignitaries
from Israel. She always had a lot to tell.
“I saw the opening of the first Knesset
and experienced first hand the end of the
period of Illegal Immigration - Aliyah Bet.
WIZO Haifa had arranged for me to sail
on the ‘Atzmaut’ to Cyprus to accompany
the last of the ‘Ma’apilim’ (illegal immigrants). I will never forget sailing into
Haifa. Israel’s new navy escorted us into
the harbour amid the hooting of all the
boats in the bay. What a grand welcome
for those who for years had been harassed
and humiliated. It seemed that the whole
country had come to welcome us. There
were crowds on the decks of boats and on
the roofs of port sheds. I had a huge lump in
my throat when I saw standing on the dock,
behind long tables, the WIZO ladies ready
to serve cakes, sandwiches and hot coffee
to Israel’s new immigrants. That sight was
so emblematic of who and what they were
and have remained to this day.”
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LIVING IN HARMONY
by Phyllis Waldbaum
The MPH (Meditation for Peace &
Harmony) Creative Living Group is located
at the Sheila Samson Centre for
Enlightenment in Kiryat Ono and facilitated
by Menorah Charney. Since it first opened
some nine years ago, the group has expanded
in the fields of spiritual development and
healing as well as teaching meditation. Our
activities include mediation instruction for
teenagers, as well as lectures to seniors.
The Centre’s magazine, “Messages of
Light”, is distributed three times a year to
a readership worldwide and contains transmission messages received by Menorah at
weekly meetings. There is also a Hebrew
version for local distribution. Menorah’s
latest book “The Golden Way” is available
in English and Hebrew.
Thanks to the generosity of Sheila
Samson from Johannesburg, we have
published a guidebook in both languages
called “YOU & ME” to teach children meditation as a way of personal development. We
are in the process of working
with teachers,
school counsellors and anyone

top l-r: Sheila Samson and Menorah
Charney. right: Phyllis Waldbaum.

who is interested in helping to
achieve better results at school
and striving for a more enlightened society.
“I have been involved with the
group for over 15 years,” says
June Levy. “The MPH operates
as a closely knit global unit.”
Says Rona Kruger: “I have
been part of this incredible
group since the early seventies.
My late husband Jeff and I found
inspiration and respected the
way Menorah and Leon gave
time and love to each and every
person there.”
We welcome volunteers to help implement our projects throughout Israel
and the world. Anyone interested in
learning more about the MPH or would
like to volunteer, contact Menorah or
Leon 03-5346835 or 03-6325445;
menorah@bezeqint.net

A LEGAL BRIEF
Who says you have to be born
here to know the ropes. In law
as in most of the professions
in Israel, Southern Africans
have been making their mark.
The publication ‘Legal 500’,
Adv. John Harris of Haifa,
includes a comprehensive law
a world renowned expert
firm
guide following extensive
in Maritime Law.
independent research. Published
annually, Legal 500 is regarded as being the leading
publication of its kind in the world. On page 683 of
the 2006 edition relating to Shipping & Transport in
Israel, the law firm founded by former Capetonian
Solly Friedman in the 1930s is ranked as the leading
firm in these fields, whilst the firm of former South
African and Rhodesian John Harris, a graduate of
Solly’s practice, lies in second position.
John and Lola Harris made aliyah in 1969. After
leaving Solly’s office in 1976, John established his own
legal office in Haifa and is recognized internationally
as an expert in Maritime Law. •

Zionist Record
Harry Berman (z’’l) would
have turned 97 this past
Chanukah. Here he is seen
with 19 of his 21 great
grand children. All his
children, grandchildren, great
grandchildren and a great
great grandchild live in Israel.
“This must be a Zionist record
for a South African oleh,”
surmises Harry’s daughter Ray
Mandel. (See tribute on the
Telfed website)
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by David Kaplan

The last few months have seen the passing in Israel of three renowned former South Africans,
Shmuel (Sam) Rubinstein of Kibbutz Kfar Blum, Prof Justen Passwell of Moshav Herut and
Leon Pantanowitz of Netanya.

Sam Rubinstein
Nothing could keep Sam from attending last year’s Habonim’s 75th reunion at
Kibbutz Yizreel. “At my age, seeing those
blue shirts under young faces, makes the
long journey so worthwhile; it conveys
the message of continuity, ” says Sam,
learning that there would be many young
members from the Movement in South
Africa attending. Sam’s journey began some
85 years ago in the Western Cape dorp of
Moorreesburg, He would go on to become
active in the Zionist Socialist Movement
in Cape Town, help establish the youth
movement Dror, attend the first Machon
course in Israel with his wife Shlomit in
1946 – the first and only married couple to
do so - and on returning to South Africa,
become the first Mazkir Klali (SecretaryGeneral) of Habonim, a position he created and defined. The Rubinsteins made
aliyah to Kibbutz Kfar Blum in 1949. He
was Mazkir of the Kibbutz for a number
of years as well as serving as the Chief
Engineer on the local council.
Sam would be the first to recommend
that husbands listen to their wives. On
his 80th birthday - long past retirement
age - Shlomit begged him to take the day
off to celebrate the day together. “What
a good thing I listened to her,” related a
relieved Sam to Telfed Magazine a few
days after his birthday some five years ago.
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Sam Rubinstein

A Katyusha rocket fired from Lebanon
landed “smack into my office in the factory. It was totally destroyed. That would
have been the end of me.”
Sam went on to write his memoirs
as well as articles on the history of the
Habonim movement in South Africa, some
of which can be found on www.habonimreunited.com •

Yehuda Leon Pantanowitz
By Zvi Pantanowitz
Yehuda Leon Pantanowitz, one of
Israel’s best-known Karate experts, died
of cancer in Netanya during Succot.
Hundreds of people, in Israel and abroad,
paid tribute to him - a seemingly endless
stream of pupils he set on the path to excellence and achievement in his school of the
martial arts, based in Okinawa, Japan.
Leon was born in Klerksdorp, and grew
up in Potchefstroom and Johannesburg. He
graduated as a pharmacist, but soon after his

aliya in 1972 he plunged with all his heart
and soul into the field of Karate.
Dennis Hanover, doyen of the martial
artists in Israel, says of Leon: “He was a
true gentleman, diligent and disciplined….
standing firm in his own way… Together
we worked to found the Karate Federation
in Israel… and Leon was an ambassador
for Israel through Karate. He was also
one of the finest referees, respected here
and abroad.”

F
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Hanover, himself a 10th Dan, disclosed
that they were among the martial arts
masters in the country invited by the IDF
to the Wingate Institute in the late 70’s,
where the army created its own eclectic
self-defence system, after drawing on the
expertise of all the participants.

W

According to his pupils Leon, who
became an 8th Dan in 2005 (one of the
few westerners to reach that level), had a
unique approach to teaching his particular
system of Karate.

L

“He was tough, but fair, with a heart of
gold,” wrote one from New Zealand. Others
praised his modesty, non-materialistic ways,
and his willingness to help. Eight years ago,
in Israel’s Jubilee year, Telfed presented
Leon with an award for his outstanding
contribution to the development of sport
in Israel. •

Justen Passwell
Brought up in a traditional, Zionistic
home and fuelled by his distaste of the
apartheid system in South Africa, Justen,
who had been very active in Habonim in
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Yehuda Leon
Pantanowitz

Cape Town, made aliyah after graduating
in medicine from UCT and began an internship at Tel Hashomer hospital. Despite his
disability (he fell critically ill at the age of
thirteen with polio) Justen volunteered and
served in the Air Force Helicopter Rescue
Unit during the Yom Kippur War and the
War of Attrition.
Despite being offered numerous positions at some of the most prestigious institutions overseas, Justen, in the words of his
sister, Sharon Goldberg, “remained a true
Zionist, dedicated to promoting Pediatrics
in Israel.” He established and directed the
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8 Super Sports channels covering rugby, cricket, tennis,
golf, Formula 1, cycling & much more.
Lifetime service and reliability

Contact Menachem (077) 710-0700, (054) 224-3377
Maftal2005@013.net
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RUSSELL'S
Air-Conditioning
For Heating and Cooling
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for your home and office
In Ra’anana, Call Allan, Tel:

09-796-8163, 052-225-9078
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Edmond & Lily Safra Hospital at Tel
Hashomer and served as Head of Pediatrics
at the Tel Aviv University Medical School.
Justen was the recipient of numerous academic prizes and his medical articles were
published in the most prestigious Pediatric
journals. Shortly before passing away, he
was honoured by the Israeli Association
of Clinical Pediatrics for his outstanding
contribution to Pediatrics in Israel.
The writer’s lasting recollection of
Justen was at a peula (activity) he organized as Rosh Shtilim at a seminar near
Francschoek in 1964. The peula reflected
the nature of a Jewish youth movement
that was prepared to expose young minds
to the inequalities inherent in their society.
Some 150 9-12 year olds received a piece
of paper with an A or B before breakfast.
Justen then announced that the A’s could
proceed to breakfast while the B’s had to
begin some menial work. Come lunchtime,
the same procedure was to follow, with the
B’s entitled to look through the windows
while the ‘privileged’ A’s could enjoy
their lunch. No cell phones to call and
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complain to ‘mommy and daddy’. Before
a mini-revolution broke out, Justen called
everyone to order.
What followed was
a serious discussion
on the ‘Haves and
the Have-nots’ in
the South African
political context.
It was only natural that Justen dedicated a great deal
Justen Passwell
of his time while
studying medicine at UCT, to volunteer at
SHAWCO clinics and field hospitals.
During his relatively short life span
– he succumbed to cancer at age 63 – he
touched and influenced the lives of literally thousands of people. His grit and
determination were evident after he was
hospitalized in intensive care with polio as
a youngster. “Not only did he learn to walk
again,” reveals Sharon, “but to everyone’s
amazement, he returned to the rugby field,
not only as a player, but as captain of the
team.” (See full tribute on Telfed website.)

RELIABLE RENOVATIONS
Philip Symon, back from Australia, brings
to Israel the latest techniques for upgrading,
refurbishing and maintaining your property. Always
the perfectionist, for 20 years Philip has been a
household name, synonymous with reliability and
expertise.

Services include: Total household
refurbishment, Painting, Bathroom renovations,
Tiling, Plumbing, Plaster walls & partitions,
Electricity, Parquetry flooring
Call today for free advise and/or quotes.

(054)4315005, philip_symon@hotmail.com

MEDIA
REPORTER BANNED FOR
BEING A JEW

Original ISRAELI art

PESACH
is closer than you think...
124 Ahuza—Ra’anana
09 740 3654

Paula Slier on the
northern border
during the
second
Lebanese
War.

South African freelance journalist and Telfed
Magazine contributor, Paula Slier, was barred from
reporting from Israel for the state-owned South African
Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) because she is a Jew.
To its credit, the SABC set up a commission that found
that news head, Snuki Zikalala, had ordered an
outright ban on reports from Paula because he believed
her religion precluded her from impartial reporting. “Zikalala describes the conflict in the Middle
East as a “Jewish war” and accused me of taking sides,” says Paula. “He inferred that because
I am Jewish I automatically support the policies of the State of Israel, which is simply not true.”

Not that the SABC’s news honcho felt that the professional requirement of
impartiality applied to him. Zikalala is quoted in the Commission’s enquiry report
as brazenly admitting, “From the movement where I come from we support the
PLO…. You can’t undermine the Palestinian struggle, you can’t. For me it’s a principle issue.” So much for impartiality! One wonders at which school of journalism,
Zikalala learned his craft?
George Orwell would have had a field day on this one. Twenty years on from
“1984” – the renowned author’s imaginary ‘thought-control state’ - saw Paula in
November 2004, covering the story of Arafat’s rapidly declining health outside
the late P.A. Chairman’s headquarters in Ramallah. She was reporting as a freelancer for the SABC, having been a senior news reporter and news editor for the
continued on next page
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Corporation for several years prior to relocating to Israel. “I was covering the story
hourly when suddenly I was told my services were terminated with immediate effect.
No explanation was given.”
The enquiry found that Zikalala’s directive to immediately axe Paula from the
air, was the result of “personal bias” and was “improper and against SABC policy.”
It furthermore found that his conduct was “motivated by a political position…which
has no place whatsoever in public broadcasting.” While Paula was encouraged by
the “fine words” of the commission’s findings, she is nevertheless apprehensive. The
matter has now been referred to a disciplinary hearing and the word out on the street
is that no action is likely to be taken against Zikalala.
“When someone in such a powerful and influential position can arbitrarily determine
the content and style of news based on his personal political or world view, it is a sad
day for broadcasting,” says Paula. “When I reflect on the kind of journalist I aspire to
be, and the calibre of the journalists working here in the Middle East, I’m saddened
that for my former bosses at the SABC, hard work, dedication, a commitment to truth
and a striving for objectivity are not among the criteria of good journalism.”
Paula says the biggest irony of all “is my working for Russia,
once the world’s greatest censors.” She is currently the Israeli
correspondent for English-language Russian TV ‘Russia Today’
based in Jerusalem. While it is a state-controlled channel, “it is
freer than the SABC. The major difference between pre-1990
Moscow and the Johannesburg of 2006 is that back in the USSR
the censorship and the muzzling was backed up by a secret police
that had labour camps instead of a public service mandate. At
least in communist Russia, the lack of political freedom could
have been blamed on torture, intimidation and the boot.

Speaking to Ynet News,
a source at the Media
Department of the South
African Zionist Federation
said that the South African
press was “extremely
hostile” to Israel.
The source said former
Israeli ambassador to
South Africa, Tova Herzl,
remarked, “other than
the Arab media, the South
African media is the most

“Today, in a South Africa that basks in freedom, employees
are scared to speak the truth for fear of becoming sidelined - the
name of the game is job-security and that can be no less intimidating,” says Paula. One can understand why! Apart from Paula,
the Commission’s mandate was to investigate other complaints against Zikalala of
alleged rulings that certain commentators and analysts were not to be used because
they were critical of South Africa’s president, Thabo Mbeki. The Commission heard
that he had arbitrarily blacklisted some seven other journalists and commentators.
“It is a sad day when journalists need to secure their positions by grovelling to
politicians,” says Paula. “There is no excuse for that.”
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REUNIONS

Its been a bumper season for reunions - six in the last few months. Southern
Africans gather to recall the past and celebrate with long-lost friends.

s
ReunionHABONIM

Memories – personal and collective!
How significant are they in shaping
our lives? In what way do they help

replies a fifty-five year-old former chanich.
The Habonim gathering was in full swing!
Explains Arnie Friedman organizer of the
annual event, “If people say we are still discussing things that we did decades ago, than
that reveals a core component of Habonim.

ons
ReuniMAHAL/NAHAL
l-r: Dave Bloom, Eddy Solow, Jules Feldman, Gary Kaplan,
Arnie Friedman and Milton Kaplan

package our beliefs and chart our behaviour?
‘Memories in times of change’ was the subject
of guest speaker Prof. Zeev Mankowitz at the
annual Haskarah at Kibbutz Yezreel for Neil
Freed and David (Dudi) Silbowitz – former
members of Habonim South Africa who lost
their lives during the Yom Kippur War.
This annual “gathering of the gang”, reflects
not only the high esteem felt by the former
chevra of Habonim from all over Israel for their
long departed friends, but also speaks volumes
about the defining nature of their movement.
The passionate discussion that followed Zeev’s
talk was reminiscent of the intensity of debate
from their Movement days.
“What has happened to the emblematic
memory of Masada? It was so much part of
Israeli life?” questioned Zeev. “It’s been
replaced by the Kotel! (The Western Wall),”

Last October saw some 300
people descend on the Nachal
Memorial Park in Pardes Hannah to
celebrate the 50th reunion of Nachal - the
Hebrew acronym for “Fighting Pioneer
Youth”, which had been founded in 1949 to
provide a framework for young soldiers to
establish, work on and defend new border
kibbutzim. Tzemach Bloomberg, who
chaired the organizing committee expressed:
“It upsets me that in modern Israel, people
don’t know enough of the history of this
wonderful country and the part played by
the volunteers from abroad.”
Dr. Gilad Weingarten, former head of the
Wingate Institute served in the same camp
for basic training with some of the Southern
Africans in 1956. “We Israelis grew up knowing at the age of 18 we would have to serve in
the IDF, whereas these youngsters all volunteered, left their families and whatever they
were doing - studying or work - and answered
the call to come and help young Israel at war.
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REUNIONS
l-r: Roi Koresh, Reuven Koresh, Doddie Gordon, Shira
Gordon, Tal Koresh, Yael Koresh, Shachar Koresh, Diane
Shaer, Tal Feldman, Elsa Gordon

It is important for today’s grandchildren to
know what their grandparents did for this
country.” Smokie Simon, Head of World
Machal, could not agree more and quoted
Rabin:”You came to us when we needed you
most….You gave us not only your experience,
but your lives as well.”
Capturing the behind-the-scenes activity of
the period, Telfed Director, Sidney Shapiro,
read a report from Sam Levin, who had been
director of Telfed in 1956. The late Simie
Weinstein, who was Telfed’s liaison officer
for the ‘Nachalniks’, was honoured for his
devotion to his “boys in uniform”.

while the rest received theirs in envelopes
together with a commemorative C.D. and a
booklet of stories put together by Les Amdur.
Executive Chairman of the Jewish Agency
Zeev Bielski, no stranger to the South African
community, broke out at every opportunity
in his address with Afrikaans expressions.
The speeches were interspersed with lively
songs from the 50s and 60s performed by
the Tel Aviv Scout Dance Troupe.
Arnie Friedman provided a lovely anecdote:
“‘Wake up! Get dressed! Inspection in 15
minutes on the parade ground with full kit!’
This dreaded 2 a.m. surprise inspection was
the last thing we needed. Only when seven
of the eight guys in our tent were up and
moving, did we realize that the “order” had
come from number eight, still in dreamland
- Harold Kaufman. A known “sleep talker”,
Harold had given the order, quite unaware
of the frantic runaround he caused. We all
collapsed back to bed, muttering, moaning
and devilishly plotting to get even with him
the next morning.” •

Reunions BETAR

Affectionately known as “The Daddy”, Diane
Shaer records that “Simie would take goodies
and the mail from home when visiting the
soldiers at camp or in the field. He always
had a sympathetic ear and encouraged the
guys to write home more often.” Doddie
Gordon presented an exhibition of over 300
photographs, while Sorrel and Gidon Katz
organised an audio-visual slide show.

The Ramat Hasharon Bowls Club
was the venue recently for former
members of Betar Southern Africa. Benny
Raphael, now residing in the USA, returned
to Israel for two months this year and wanted
to catch up with some of his Betar buddies.
He contacted Hertzel Katz and the result
was “sheer magic” says Naomi Heim who
filed this report:

The spouses and children of the deceased
were personally presented with certificates,

“Benny paid a fitting tribute to his shlichim
Yehuda Bilu and Yechiel Kadishai, as well as
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to their wives by bringing together a shichva
of Betar’s finest - some eighty people, mostly
over the age of sixty! It was an evening of
nostalgia and fun.
Former Southern Rhodesians, a Northern
Rhodesian or two and South African Betarim,
amongst them Natsivei Betar, shlichim,
madrichim and chanichim joined in the
tribute to the two couples who had made
such an impact on their lives. They then
proceeded to make fun of one another about
The reunion of the 1986 olim at
antics and mythical events which took place
the home of Renee and Simmy
under canvas at Betar camps and seminars.
Kaufman in Kochav Yair brought
Yechiel’s well-known sense of humour and
together some sixty people as well as the
clear memories of those days rekindled a
shlichim from that period - Jonathan Davis,
spirit of chavershaft.
Skip Treisman and Cheree Hadani. Many
Unfortunately, Betar in SA is no longer
South Africans during the 1980s were feeling
what it used to be. There is no longer a Betar
increasingly disappointed with their governshaliach and Cape Town Betar, which was
ment’s failure to introduce change.
once the ‘jewel in the crown’ of the Rhodesian
student population, no longer exists. Some
Former Telfed Chairman David Kaplan
eight young madrichim struggle to keep the
and MC for the evening recalled that
movement alive! Julius
“while P.V.Botha
Weinstein, a member of
was crossing his
Telfed’s Executive and
Rubicon” - alluding
Board of Governors and
to the disastrous
Honorary Life-President
Prime Minister’s
of the Federation in SA,
launched an appeal to the
below, l-r: Barbara
Betarim on behalf of SA
Meltz-Kahn, Roslyn
and Michael Futeran,
Betar. We pledged to organand Franklin Kessler.
ize a reunion for all ages in
above, Front row: Anita
Israel to celebrate the 60th
Hosiosky, Renee Kaufman, Gary
anniversary of the State.
Bassin, Hilton Tapnack, Arlene
Until then, with greetings
Rubin.
2nd row: Wendy Goldstein,
of Tel Hai – it was an honor
Simmy Kaufman, Cherie Hadani,
and a joy to be there.”
Marie Tapnack, Eric Rubin.

ions
ReunTWENTY
YEARS LATER

3rd row: Phil Goldstein, Bertie
Tenzer, Ruth Tenzer, Sharon
Bernstein
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‘Rubicon’ speech of 1986 - “South
Africans were crossing the Atlantic and
Indian oceans.” Israel at that time enjoyed a
bumper season of South African olim some
of whom were twenty years later enjoying
a warm summer’s evening, passing the
microphone from one to another regaling
a past, “when phones were a luxury and
Ra’anana had one set of robots.”
Telfed Director Sidney Shapiro spoke of
the role of Telfed in facilitating wave after
wave of aliyah from South Africa.

s
ReunionKOCHAV
YAIR

The story of Kochav Yair’s remarkable achievements were revealed
at its twentieth anniversary celebration.
Held at the town’s country club, the function attracted many of
the Southern African
residents as well as
representatives from
Telfed. Telfed Board
of Governor member
Julius Weinstein,
Julius Weinstein related the occasion
when as Chairman of
the SAZF in South Africa he hosted Ariel
Sharon and his wife in Johannesburg. “I
said to him, “Arik, if you want to attract
South Africans, you have to provide an
attractive tract of fertile land with a view
of the sea”. Many years later, when Arik
was Minister of Housing, he schlepped me
here. I remarked, “Not bad, but where is the
view of the sea?” He replied, “Where is your
vision, it is only 20 kilometres west.”

22

Well 20 kilometres east of the
Mediterranean and 20 years later, Kochav
Yair is the realization of that ‘vision’.
Together with neighbouring Tzur Yigal it
is home today to over 100 Southern African
families.

s
ReunionBNEI
AKIVA
In November 2006 a group of
more than 20 graduates of the
Bnei Akiva MTA (Midreshet Torah
Ve’Avodah) 1986 programme and their
spouses, gathered at the home of Jonny and
Aliza Klompas in Ramat Beit Shemesh,
to celebrate the 20th anniversary of their
year-long programme in Israel.
Telfed’s Dorron Kline filed this report:
“More than half of the South African MTA
’86 graduates have made Aliyah with eight
families living in Beit Shemesh. During
the course of “Hot Beef on Rye”, prepared
by a South African Deli in Beit Shemesh,
teams consisting of the South African and
Australian MTA graduates competed in a
trivia quiz.”
“Connecting the past with the present,
greetings were brought by Ilan Osrin from
World Bnei Akiva and Rowan Goldstein,
a MTA 2006 participant.
“The reunion participants presented
the city of Beit Shemesh with a gift: the
establishment of the Telfed Beit Shemesh
Regional Committee. The committee is
already functioning, having hosted one of
the many South African families expected
to make Beit Shemesh their future home
in Israel.”
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greener, but that is where
the ‘new wave’ of pioneers
from the1970’s went
on a building spree.
Then came
the 2005
unilateral
by David Kaplan
withdrawal
When Telfed Magazine caught up with
Clive Lipchin strolling through the Negev with his son. from Gaza
former Capetonian Wolfie Harris,
and B.G’s
he had just returned on a flight from Vietnam.
vision was clearly back on track. The appeal
“Negotiating a deal,” explained the vice presiof the Negev was not only its stark and
alluring landscape, but also its undisputed
dent of Sigma Technologies, which specializes in
ownership, included as it was in the 1947
telecommunication software.
partition plan.
Constantly globe-trotting and with his head office

in Hod Hasharon, the last place one would suspect
Wolfie to reside would be Sde Nitsan in the northwestern Negev. “I slip on a CD and travelling on
Route 6, it’s no big deal - probably less demanding
than those who live in Raanana and work in the
metropolitan area of Tel Aviv.”

R

ecent improvements in transport infrastructure are changing people’s perceptions
about place and distance and the Negev
may well see the fruition of Ben Gurion’s
vision.
“The Negev will be the test of the creative
ability and pioneering spirit of Israel,” said
Ben Gurion way back in 1954. Well, it didn’t
quite happen that way or too quickly. The
pioneering valour that Israel’s first premier
welcomed sought other pastures. The West Bank and
Gaza were not necessarily

Today the Negev is experiencing massive
change. There are plans to transform the size
of Beersheva’s population from 200,000 to
400,000 and with the railroad and Route 6
heading south, the face of the entire region
is set to change dramatically.
A new town, called Carmit will start
breaking ground in less than two years some
20 k/m north of Beersheva. The plan is that
it will be 40% English speakers, says Ron
Lauder, President of the JNF, the organization that together with its strategic partners
is supporting the project with a massive
infusion of funding. “Many English-speaking
immigrants arrive in Israel and automatically
gravitate to established areas where there
are fellow English speakers,” says Lauder.
“We want to change this dynamic and new
communities like Carmit will allow
the English-speaking community to
make an impact on the quality of
life and image of the Negev.”
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THE SOUND OF MUSIC

movement, Cecil spent his first four years
Clearly they are already doing it. Nowhere
in Israel at Kibbutz Tuval. “I moved south
is that more evident than in the success of
because of the unique pluralistic Jewish life
LOGON, the Beersheva-based amateur
on Kibbutz Ketura.
SOUTH
AFRICAN
FAMILIES:
Light Opera Group of the Negev founded
We are one of the few
from Lachish to Eilat
in 1980 by American Dr. Edward Spitz,
kibbutzim that fall
a doctor at Soroka hospital. The cast is Mazkeret Batya: 10
into the gap of being
made up of people in all walks of life, Kibbutz Naan, Moshav Ramot
neither Orthodox nor
the professions and many academicians. Meir, Moshav Aseret, Kibbutz Yad
secular. On an indiMordechai: 19
Stage manager is former South African
vidual level, people
Talmei
Yafe:
5
Lisa Rubinovich (née Friedman) from
do their own thing,
Beersheva. “This is my 6th production Kibbutzim Dorot, Ruhama, Yavne,
but as a collective,
and we are currently on the road with Kfar Aviv, Sde Yoav, Gal-on, Gat
we accommodate the
etc: 26
Hello Dolly. We have so much talent in
more traditional memTimorim: 11
the English-speaking community in the
bers of the kibbutz
South, which explains why we have been Arad, Kiryat Gat, Yavne, Kiryat
— we don’t organise
Malachi (Orot): 27
around for 26 years. We would love for
tiyulim on Shabbat.
Beer
Sheva
&
Omer:
42
more Southern Africans to join us down
Also, we approach
here and look forward to hearing from Kibbutzim and moshavim between
issues in an ideolothem, particularly if they have good Beer Sheva and Eilat (Sde Boker,
gical way, which is
Meitar, Kissufim, Saad, Nachal Oz,
voices,” jokes Lisa.
a far cry from many
Shoval. Sde Nitsan, Talmei Yosef,
Revivim,
Ein
Yahav,
Netivot:
53
other kibbutzim that
Originally from George in the Western
units
are solely caught up
Cape, Lisa works in the Public Relations
in their day-to-day
Eilat:
52
Department at the Ben Gurion University
quest for economic
of the Negev (BGU). She has two dau- Sde Nitsan and Talmei Yosef were
Telfed projects promoted in the
survival.”
ghters both of whom are studying on
1980’s following the handing over

campus. Why did the family move to to the Egyptians of the Sinai as
A Business Science
part
of
the
Camp
David
Peace
the Negev? Lisa’s answer confirms the
graduate from UCT,
number one reason why most people agreement.
Cecil works for the
chose any place. “Employment! My
Arava Institute, estaRussian-born husband who I met at the
blished some ten years ago following the
ulpan in Haifa was offered a job at the Dead
peace agreement with Jordan. “The world
Sea Works.”
looked a more optimistic place back then, so
an additional element of our Environmental
THE PATH TO PLURALISM
Studies Programme was co-existence. Apart
from Israelis, we have students from Jordan
For Cecil Rimer however it was
as well as from other Arab countries. Of
different. Formerly of Port Elizabeth
course, attendance is always subject to
and a graduate of the Habonim youth
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prevailing political conditions at the time. We
used to have many Palestinian students from
Gaza and the West Bank, but their enrolment
is now down because of the situation. A major
encumbrance is receiving Israeli clearance
because of security concerns, but we hope
this will improve.” Cecil visits Jordan each
year recruiting students and at present seven
Jordanians are on the programme.
Since living in Ketura, “the Negev has
grown on me. I enjoy walking out each
morning and seeing the rugged mountains.
The wide-open spaces are something you
don’t find anywhere else in Israel. I am
happy to be away from the Hadera-to-Gedera
megalopolis.”

FACING THE FUTURE
Another Habonim graduate is Clive
Lipchin, originally from Edenvale who lives
with his American wife, Chani and two young
children at Meitar, an up-market housing
estate north east of Beersheva.
He too works at the Arava Institute as
the Director of Research Programmes. In
association with BGU, he heads the English
programme, as well as running the research
department at the Arava Institute. “I have lived
in the Negev ever since I came on Aliya in
1991. I would not live anywhere else.”
Clive makes the observation that there is
a “disconnect” with the rest of the country.
“Much of the political or social issues of the
north, such as the gay march in Jerusalem,
pass us by. Negev issues on the other hand
may similarly fall out of the ambit of interest
to our northern friends.” Clive cites two

examples - the environment and Bedouin
rights. “I am all for development, but it must
be sensitive to the environment and responsive to the needs of the Bedouin who are an
integral part of the desert landscape. They are
citizens of the State of Israel and a modus
vivendi needs to be worked out.” At present
there are many Bedouin villages that are not
recognised by the State and therefore do not
receive basic amenities and end up looking
like squatter camps. This has to change. “The
term Bedouin is a bit of a misnomer. They
are not as nomadic as they are in the Sinai or
North Africa and have always had permanent
places of settlement in the Negev. There
has to be compromise on both sides. This is
one of the major challenges of not only the
Negev but of Israel and could set an example
of communal co-existence.”

CHANGING PERCEPTIONS
No less a challenge is to change the stereotypical mindset of the region. For most
Israelis the Negev is that part of Israel you
have to traverse on the way to Eilat. People’s

Mike
and
Sharon’s
Bistro

Authentic Food
Experience
South African Cuisine
Kibbutz Gal-On
www.mike-bistro.com

(050)
9465117
(08)
6872500

25

COVER STORY

Former
Zimbabwean
and Meitar
resident,
Ronnie
Burke
taking a
break near
home in
a desert
canyon.

perceptions are a kaleidoscope of visual
images, idly absorbed through car windows.
They know where to fill up with petrol, the
best place to stop for a roadside snack and
where to slow down, wary of being trapped
for speeding. Scenery is secondary.
But all this may be changing as the
spirit of B.G. finally takes root in the hard,
crusty desert that comprises 65% of Israel’s
total land mass but is only home to 8% of
the population.
“The key is Beersheva,” says Russel
Robinson the CEO of JNF, USA. “We will
not achieve much until we target and succeed
with the Negev’s capital,” says Robinson. And
success for this CEO is “increasing the population from 200,000 to 400,000.” To achieve
this, Beersheva has to become a city of choice.
In the same way that the BGU established the
city as a center for higher learning attracting
the best and the brightest from all over Israel
and abroad, the face of the inner city too has
to go through some dramatic changes. “It’s
true that there are lovely suburbs being built
on the outskirts of the town, but what needs to
be done is invigorate its core, its inner city,”

Telfed visits the site for the new town of Carmit,
l-r: Dave Bloom, Dorron Kline, David Kaplan, Harris
Green, Teddy Saitowitz, Sidney Shapiro
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says Robinson, who cites the example of
San Antonio in Texas. “Forty years ago San
Antonio was in a spiral of economic decline.
No growth, no viability and folks were leaving
the place.” Today, San Antonio is the fifth
largest and fastest growing city in America,
ranked seventh in economic growth and “has
a NBA team,” a sure sign in America, you’re
on the map, big time!
What did they do to achieve the turnaround? “They revived a dry riverbed running
through the middle of the town. Everything
then followed — a lake, shopping malls,
promenades and up-market housing.”

BEERSHEVA’S WATERFRONT
The plan is to do the same for Beersheva
with Nahal (River) Beersheva, a dry riverbed
that runs through the poorest section in the
center of the city. “Working with the Ministry
of the Environment and the local municipality,
we are going to transform it into a 365 day
running river. It will be recycled water, like
San Antonio, and there will be boating, restaurants, hotels, shopping malls and housing.
Then you will see this place take off.”
And it is already happening, notes Clive
of the Arava Institute, who praises the development. “They have begun working on the

H.L PAINTING LTD. Hylton Sher
promenade and no doubt when complete
will have a ripple effect on Arad, Dimona,
Yeruham, Ofakim and the kibbutzim and
moshavim.” This is precisely the development that he advocates, “focussing
on expanding and upgrading existing
communities.”
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If the Negev entices those looking for
mics student, fell in love with the Negev
a challenge, then former Zimbabwean Ronnie
while spending some three years in
Burke, who has a Master’s from BGU
the army there, based in Ovda. Says
in Social Work took the bait. “I was
Jonathan: “I’m not ruling out settling
attracted to the Negev because of the
here one day. Thinking particularly
opportunities. I had many job offers
about Yeruham, which I see as a great
in Tel Aviv, but I opted some twelve
place and a challenging future.” In
years ago for Dimona.” Maybe the last
the meantime he is enjoying student
place on somebody else’s ‘road map’,
life. “Campus life here is different
but for Ronnie, “I knew it was the ideal
than any other, mainly because so
place to start as a social worker. It was
many of the students come from
a development town, absorbing a lot
Jonathan Barel,
student
at
Ben
outside the area. The town has a
of new immigrants, mainly Russians
Gurion University.
university atmosphere about it. I’m
and Ethiopians, and I knew that’s where
really
enjoying
it.”
the action would be in my field.” Clearly
it was.
The success of a place can often be
Within a short period, Ronnie had established himself as a top social worker in
Dimona — publicly commended for his
service. Today, he works part of the week
in Dimona and the rest in Meitar. “I used
to return to Tel Aviv for the social scene;
nowadays my friends from the north visit me
in the Negev. I love it here and hope one day
to open my own animal therapy farm.”
At the heart of the Negev is BGU where
many South Africans have passed through
as students, some choosing to remain in the
region. Jonathan Barel, a first year econo-

measured by the enthusiasm of the children
to return in adulthood to the areas where they
grew up. Paul Shalev (Witz), a flower grower
on Moshav Talmei Yosef in the northwestern
Negev, says his adult son is looking to settle
in the area. “It’s all a question of employment.
This has been the problem in the past with
the Negev. If there is serious development
in Beersheva and elsewhere in the south, the
Negev will really take off. The people want
t o come, it’s just a question of being able
to make a good living.”
continued on next page
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COVER STORY
mushroomed to some 52 families and
there is every reason to believe it will
grow. In October last year the cornerstone for the first residential dormitories
One South African
were laid at a ceremony held outside the
family making a “good
Ben Gurion University’s Eilat campus.
living” and capitaliSaid Mayor Halevi, “The undertaking
zing on their roots, are
to establish a robust university in Eilat,
the Hammerschlags,
will attract young people from the entire
Sharon and Mike from
country who will choose to establish
Kibbutz Gal’on near
their future and their families in this
Kiryat Gat. Two years
very special part of the country.” It’s
ago they opened a South
Mike and Sharon
also
about time there was a response
Hammerschlag
from
African steakhouse on their
Kibbutz Galon at their to the needs of the aged, says Telfed
kibbutz - ‘Mike & Sharon’s
popular steakhouse,
Bistro’. Included on their menu
“Mike & Sharon’s Magazine’s southern correspondent,
Bistro.” Fonda Dubb. “They have only recently
- Boerewors, potjie, mielie pap
started building Eilat’s first retirement
and melktert “and everyone gets
facility - long overdue. We now need a Beth
a koeksuster after their meal,” says Mike,
Protea for the English-speaking community!
originally from Edenvale. Both husband
The city is ideal for the aged – its healthy
and wife are youth movement graduates
climate, everything is
- Mike from Bnei Akiva and Sharon
so accessible and there
from Habonim. The restaurant exudes
are so many oganisaSouthern Africa, with a large mural
tions to volunteer for
of Cape Town as well as African wall
or clubs to join. I’m
hangings and tribal masks. “Although
never bored in this
we have many ex-South Africans who
wonderful town.”
come to our restaurant from all over the

SOUTH AFRICAN
FLAVOUR

region, our clientele is mainly Israeli,
who have “taken to South African
cuisine,” says Sharon.

END OF THE ROAD

•
Fonda Dubb
with an
Ethiopian
pupil.

Eilat has come a long way since Pat
and Cecil Slevin, settled there in the late
1950’s. At 93, Cecil is the oldest Southern
African resident. Today the community has
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The Negev is evolving and welcoming
young and old. This surely must be
bringing a smile to Ben Gurion, relaxing
on his celestial mirpesset. (patio)

FOCUS ON
TELFED

Compiled by Sharon Bernstein

ELECTION FEVER

It’s election time for the Telfed Executive.
There are 10 candidates to fill 6 positions.
See flyer for details on how to vote.

TRUST IN TELFED

Following the recent war in Lebanon an
urgent request was made to Telfed from The
Rehabilitation Centre at the Sheba Medical
Center - Tel Ha’Shomer Hospital, Tel Aviv,
to purchase a Medical Vacuum Machine
– needed to help in closing wounds.
The Goldberg Family Trust (formerly
of Odzi, Zimbawbe), administered by
Telfed, approved the necessary grant.
The Trustees of the Goldberg Family
Trust: Sam Levin, Maish Isaacson, Sidney
Shapiro, (Director of Telfed) and Susan
Sharon presented Professors Yitzchack
Zivner and Mike Heim with the unique
Medical Vacuum Machine.
While visiting the Centre, Professor Heim explained, “before
any microsurgical reconstruction
of nerves to soldiers with shrapnel
injuries is attempted, the wounds
have to heal, leaving the area free
of infection. The faster the wound
heals, the sooner the reconstruction

surgery can be performed and this is
why the vacuum machine is so important. It seals the wounds and speeds
the healing process. Repaired nerves
take some two years to recover, if at all, so
the sooner the soldiers begin that journey
the better.”
This important grant to the hospital is
part of Telfed’s ongoing efforts to help
relieve the effects of the Second Lebanon War. Other projects included raising
NIS150, 000 during the war for essential
items requested by the military for our
soldiers fighting in the north. (See Telfed
October 2006)

CARING FOR CHILDREN

In the early 80’s the Pollie Jacobs
Ort Memorial Trust was established in
South Africa by Pollie Jacobs to assist
students at Ort
schools in Israel.
Administered by
Telfed, the Trust
this year received

top l-r: Susan Sharon, Nava Grunezenberg, Yitzchak Levi, Maish
Isaacson, Janine Gelley, Dr. Lenny Stein, ?, Philip Chasen visiting
the Kfar Saba Ort School.
right l-r: Telfed Director Sidney Shapiro, Prof Mike Heim, Sam
Levin, Maish Isaacson and Professor Yitzchack Zivner.
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a request from the Ort school in Kfar Saba
for funding to renovate a computer and graphic centre. Maish Isaacson, Philip Chasen,
Janine Gelley and Susan Sharon visited the
school, meeting with the staff and students,
who expressed their appreciation.

COMPANIONS’ COURSE

Telfed in November ran its 4th successful
course at Beth Protea to train companions
for the elderly.
Fifteen participants from as far a field as
Eilat in the South and Kazrin in the north
attended the 5-day course. Facilitated
by Cecily Hack and Channi Hurwitz,
the course included garden therapy, basic
physiotherapy, movement therapy, resuscitation procedures, pet therapy, prevention of
accidents in the home and cultural-creative
activities. Amongst the participants were
four new immigrants from South Africa,
one of whom had made aliyah only four
weeks prior to the course.
Contact Sharon Bernstein should you require a
companion to assist an elderly family member
7446110 ext 201.

BNEI AKIVA VISITS RAANANA

reports Dorron Kline
The aim of the visit was to open the eyes
of the Chanichim to the enormous impact
that South African Olim have had on Israeli
society. Two buses, filled with 75 energetic
and excited South African and Australian
Chevra, pulled into the Ra’anana Squash
Are you of retirement age? You may be eligible
for a State Pension, which you have not been
receiving. Should you want assistance in finding
out what you are entitled to receive, call Susan
Sharon at Telfed 09-7446110 ext. 204
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Centre to meet with South African Olim.
Israeli squash pioneer, Hillel Bloomberg,
spoke of the contribution of Southern
Africans to the sport in Israel.
Naomi Heim and Dorron Kline from
Telfed accompanied the buses on a driving
tour of Ra’anana, passing the Telfed offices
and residential building, Beit Issie Shapiro
Rehabilitation Centre and the Ra’anana
Hillel Bloomberg addresses
Bnei Akiva at the Ra’anana
Squash Centre.

Park and Sport Centre (under construction).
The chanichim then met with South African
olim their age. Touring the city by foot,
they interviewed residents, including olim
from all over the world.
A highlight of the visit was joining the
Shivtei Yisrael Shul for Ma’ariv, followed
by a talk on “The importance of Community - how Olim bring this concept to
Israel”, by Rabbi Danny Beller.
Before the drive back to Jerusalem, a
tasty meal of falafel finished off a very
successful evening with Telfed. “

TELFED’S PRAS PROJECT

“We have fifty students participating
during this academic year,” says Debbie
Chitiz, Telfed staff member responsible
for the project. “We have successfully
matched students and clients in most

l-r: Avi Hirschfeld, Henrietta David, Itz
Stein, Janine Gelley, Fay Weinstein

TELFED TUCKS IN

TIYUL TO THE NORTH

Organised by the Telfed Events Committee, over
50 participants visited Southern Africans in the
north following the devastation of the Lebanese
war. A busload of 50 met with members of the
community in Haifa, Kfar Vradim, Rosh Hanikra
and Kibbutz Maayan Baruch, where they heard
accounts of their experiences. Peter Isacowitz
gave participants a brief musical interlude on
his hand made instruments in Rosh Pina.

The Absorption Centre in Ra’anana still
remains a favorite first destination for many
Southern African Olim. A big plus is the
Telfed office, only 2 km away.
While there is always a Telfed volunteer,
with a small basket of ‘goodies’, welcoming the new immigrant, one frequent
complaint from the newly arrived, following a long flight and the ‘Red Tape’ at
the Immigration Department at the airport
has been - “the last thing we want to do
is to dig down into our suitcases to find
linen to make beds.”
No more! Following the approach of
Debbie Chitiz and Susan Sharon from
Telfed with a major Israeli manufacturer, a
donation of 50 sets of beautiful bed linen
has now been made available to Southern
African olim.

parts of the country and look to an exciting
year.” A breakdown of clients revealed that
15 were senior citizens, 17 new immigrant families and children with special
REPRESENTATION FOR ALL
needs, and others who simply enjoy the
Some 250,000 English speakers will
programme for the
now have greater
companionship that
representation since
it provides. “For the
the establishment of
first time, we have
the newly formed
also taken on stuCouncil of English
dents preparing for
Speaking Organitheir psychometric
sations in Israel.
while doing their
Chaired by
Some of the PRAS students for Academic Year 2006-2007.
Sherut Leumi,” says
former Telfed ChaDebbie. The project
irman Hertzel Katz,
entails 7 months (80 hours) of Community
the AACI, Australian Zionist Federation,
Service, whereby students are assigned
ESRA, Great Britain’s UJIA, HOB and
clients living in the same geographical
Telfed have joined forces to act as a lobby
area as where they reside.
representing the interests of the EnglishStaff member Debbie Chitiz and student coorspeaking community on a range of issues
dinator Natalie Sandler manage the project.
with government ministries, local muni09-7446110 ext 205.
cipalities and other institutions.

story continued on page 33
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l-r: Event organizer Hilary Kaplan, Telfed Director Sidney
Shapiro & Telfed Volunteer of the Year, Zinky Agulnik. Zinky was
acknowledged for her work on an ESRA project with Ethiopians,
environmental projects with Beautiful Israel as well as her work with
animals and social welfare projects in Kfar Saba.

FIRST AMONG EQUALS

Ziona (Zinky) Agulnik was recently awarded the Telfed Volunteer
Award for 2005, sponsol-r: Migdal Teperson & Mark
red by Barney Mark &
Cohen. Migdal for his untiring
Family, at a ceremony
voluntary work in the military
held at Beth Protea. As
spanning over 5 decades. Mark
Hilary Kaplan, Chafor “Good News Israel” – a weekly
newsletter on positive aspects of
irperson of the Events
life in Israel. It is used by shlichim
Committee that organized
throughout the world
the affair, said, “The task
of the judges was truly
onerous, for whoever was chosen, was sure to
be a First Among Equals. They are an inspiration to us all and each in their personal way
has impacted on the society and environment
around them and has helped to motivate, change
and often bring warmth, love and laughter into
the lives of other people and animals.” The
other nominees besides Zinky, who was
l-r: Gilad Tuffias, Doddie Gordon: Gilad for working
recognized for her charitable, educational
with the IDC Herzliya and the Herzliya municipality providing
legal advice & assistance to citizens in need and initiating a
and environmental work with young Jews
scholarship fund. Doddie for his work with Machal-Nachal &
as well as Arabs were Fonda Dubb,
the Bnei Zion movement.
Mark Cohen, Yitzchak (Ian) Rogow,
David Teperson, Doddie Gordon,
Michael Glazer (not
Michael Glazer and Gilad Tuffias.
shown) for his caring
for patients in a
rehabilitation unit.

Hilary Kaplan (2nd from left), event organizer,
with the pre-eminent judges l-r: Lyn Lochoff,
Henry Shakenovsky, Riwa Lapid.
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Ian Rogow: Recognised for
his dedication in preserving
the environment as well as
his immense contributions in
promoting Israel’s rich cultural
heritage.
Fonda Dubb: Raising money for charity through
cooking demonstrations, teaching English to
Ethiopians in Eilat as well as caring for the aged.

10 Kikar Haatzmaut, Netanya; Tel: 09-8607000, Fax 09-8620719
• CYPRUS: Bowls Package (European Championship)
1st - 4th Mar 07: from $470 per person flights/hotel/transfers

• BLACK FOREST: Fly/Drive Package
7 days

€545 (minimum 2 pax)

• SPECIAL WINTER AIRFARES

• Europe: $299 incl. taxes (most destinations excl. London and Paris)
• London: $489 not incl. taxes
• New York: $555 not incl. taxes
• Sydney/Melb: $1190 not incl. taxes
•Johannesburg: $1105 (senior citizen) not incl. taxes

Contact: NIEL BOBROV: 09-8607001, 052-2522459

For Your Travel
Requirements,
Wherever, Whenever...
Call Hilary Kaplan at:

09-7672404
050-5372522
hildav@netvision.net.il
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cont. from page 31

Already highlighted
for immediate attenTelfed staff expressing their gratitude to volunteers. l-r: Sharon Bernstein, Louise
tion are the English- Geva, Lena Nulman, Pinchas Melchior, Michael Benkovitz, Dorron Kline, Debbie Chitiz,
language news services
Helayne Shedletzky and Susan Sharon.
on television and radio
and government ministries’ websites in
The evening’s program included a special
English.
viewing of the Bienale Israel Ceramics
If you have any matters or concerns
Exhibition, a buffet catethat you consider fall within the
red by Nicky Dubb and
TELFED MAZELTOVS
aegis of the Council for discussion
a concert by the Moran
Sid & Michele Shapiro
please call Liz Trakeniski on 09
Children’s Choir from Bat
on
the
birth
of
a
grandson.
9508371 or email LizT@esra.org.il.
Hefer. “The evening was
Solly & Gita Sacks
intended as an expression of
on the birth of a grandson.
A LE’CHAIM TO OUR
gratitude to our volunteers,
Natalie Sandler
(PRAS coordinator) on her
without whom our activities
VOLUNTEERS
would be greatly restricOn Thursday, 7th December marriage to Trevor Solomons.
Simon
&
Mary
Nowikow
ted,” said Naomi Heim,
the Telfed staff marked Interon the marriage of their
who organized the event.
national Volunteering Day by daughter Adele.
Volunteers attended from
inviting all of its volunteers to Dave & Gail Bloom
all over Israel.
a special evening at the Eretz on the birth of their first
Focus continued on page 34
Yisrael Museum in Ramat Aviv. grandchild.
33

FOCUS ON TELFED
ISRAEL NOW TOUR

TELFED VISITS MODI’IN

The Southern African commuTelfed hosted
nity in Modiin is growing. There
Reeva Forman’s
are almost 150 families, including
2006 Solidarity
2nd generation Israeli Southern
Tour on three occaAfricans. Some of them joined a
sions. During Shagathering of new immigrants at the
Israel Now Tour
bbat in Jerusalem,
participants.
home of Clint Rubin where they
Brigadier General Eliyahu
Center front
met members of Telfed’s staff and Execurow: Reeva
Ben Onn, journalist Paula Slier
tive. Mayor Aaron Spekter addressed the
Forman
with
and Dorron Kline addressed
group, speaking about his trips to South
Dorron Kline.
the group.
Africa promoting Modiin and reminding
On the Sunday they visited Telfed’s
everyone of his Open Door policy. “I speak
housing project in Modiin,
a good South African,”
‘Dimri Towers’, where over 50
he joked, relating he
South African families bought
has come a long way
apartments at discounted prices
since his first speech in
negotiated by Telfed. After meeEnglish he gave at the
ting some of the new owners in
story continued on page 36
the Show Flat and a guided tour
of the city by Telfed’s Regional
Telfed in Modi’in
committee member Daniella
above, l-r: hostess
Sieff, the tour participants enjoyed a meal
Limor Rubin, Daniella
with Southern African families in Modiin. Sieff, Cherie Albucher
Prior to a supper at Telfed’s office in right l-r: Vice-Chair persons
Annette Milliner and Dave
Raanana before returning to the airport, the
Bloom, Dorron Kline and
group met with the Goldwasser family in
Modi’in Mayor Aaron
Nahariya. (See report on the Telfed website)
Spektor.

WinX - Computers and
network support
For further information,
please contact us:
www.winx.co.il
•Hardware and software repairs
info@winx.co.il
•Small and medium businesses networking support
Office (09)7744770
•Home networking support
Selwyn Hare (052)2505049
•Special deals for new computers and accessories
Tal Almog (052)2851975
•Fast and reliable service guaranteed
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TEL: 09-7410881

1 Bar Ilan Street
Corner Ahuza
Traffic light no. 8
Raanana

FAX: 09-7423142

Kosher

מיטלנד
MEATLAND
For more than just real meat
Pesach Menu –

orders close 16th March 2007

Kosher le Pesach – without kitniot (legumes)

Meat

Chopped Liver (chicken)
Pickled Brisket (Corned Beef)
Brisket sliced in gravy
Roast Beef
Meatballs in sauce
Shepherds – Cottage Pie
Meat Blintzes

Poultry

Chinese Chicken (stir-fry)
Chicken Roasted No.3
Turkey Roasted
Turkey breast sliced in sauces
Chicken Schnitzel
Stuffing

Soup

Fish – Parve

Fish Balls
Fried Fish (pieces or strips)
Herring – Chopped/Danish/Pickled
Gefilte Fish

Side Dishes – Parve

Potato Kugel, Carrot Kugel, M/L
Charoses
Schmaltz
Blintzes Mushroom
Quiches - Spinach/Mushroom/
Broccoli/Batata

Chicken
Vegetable – Parve
Kneidlach

Bakery and Deserts – Parve
Chocolate Cake
Apple Cake
Apple Pie
Nut Sponge
Carrot Cake
Chocolate Coconut Loaf
Assorted Biscuits and Brownies
Chocolate Mousse – large
Pavlova (filled) - large

Our tasty

Biltong – Drywors – Boerewors

Always available

Don’t forget our frozen “Pieland Pies” made in our own kitchen.

Steak Pies
Peppersteak Pies
Sausage Rolls
Hotdog Pies

Chicken Pies
Hamburger Pies
Mexican Chili Pies
Vegetable Pies

Perogen
One hour free parking in our building for purchases over 25 NIS

NEW
ARRIVALS

TELFED WELCOMES MICHAEL
Michael Benkovitz has joined Telfed as
its Financial Comptroller taking over from
Martin Lewak who has retired. Michael
previously has been assistant comptroller
in the finance department at Corex for 8
years. Michael, who hails from Boston,
USA made aliyah in 1985 and is married with three children.

Sandton synagogue in Johannesburg.
Modi’in has come a long way. With well over
100 kindergartens in the city, it is not difficult
to understand why! Most of the mothers at the
gathering were pregnant, an indication of a young
and growing community. “Another 9 South African
families are scheduled to make Aliyah to Modi’in
by April 2007,” says Telfed’s Dorron Kline “They
will enjoy the added benefits of the unique ‘Klita
Kehilatit” programme, designed especially for our
Olim and managed by Cherie Albucher, a South
African Olah, who is the Ministry of Absorption
representative in the municipality of Modi’in.”
For more details of this special programme, please
contact Cherie at saolim@modiin.muni.il.

NEW CHALLENGES

With approximately 150 South African families
in Modi’in, and climbing, Telfed continues to seek
other attractive housing projects around Israel.
Telfed recently went on a fact-finding mission
to the Negev, (see Cover Story) meeting with the
Or (Light) organisation. Founded by a group of
young adults from Petach Tikva, it’s leaders
includes South African-born Ofir Fisher, the son
of the famous Israeli singer, Dudu Fisher. Set
on establishing new settlements in the Negev, as
well as strengthening existing ones in the Galilee, since 1999, they have established five new
communities in the south and one in north.
Telfed hopes to encourage the South African
Jewish Youth Movements, as well as young
second generation South African Olim, to rise to
the challenge of settling the Negev and Galilee.
Watch the Telfed press for updates.
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JOHANNESBURG
Van Dierman, Robert (teacher)
Silverman, Larry (educator)
Lubie, Gail (beautician)
Franklin, Plein (retired) and Lea (housewife)
Shear, Allan (rabbi)
Kenigsberg, Marc (student)
Hovsha, Brad (self-employed)
Avnit, Lee (manager)
Shisler, Morris (retired), and Bunty
Goldberg, David (student)
Muller, Daniel
Abrams, Sydney (retired) and Shirley (retired)
Bokow, Avigail (student)
Abrams, Shirley (retired)
Sieff, Simon (retired) and Rochelle (retired)
Forman, Yoni (self-employed)
Friedland, Ilana
Garber, Kate

PRETORIA
Shantall, David (pharmacist)
Shantall, Hester (retired)
Breytenbach, Elluria (public relations)

CAPE TOWN
Abrahams, Saul (sales manager), Jenny
née Lipshitz, (consultant) Jesse and Ella
Brandt, Larry (musician)
Berghaus, Fay (estate agent)
Kopping, David (retired) and Rae (retired)

ZIMBABWE
Simhowitz, Max (retired)

LIGHTING OUR WAY TO 2007

H

owever you pronounce it, the word “CHANUKAH” always evokes the special
warmth of family gatherings, traditional lighting of the candles, delicious fried doughnuts and
latkes, all designed to remind us of the miracle of the Maccabim. An action filled drama, vividly
portraying the victory of the Jewish spirit in the face of darkness and pending destruction.
The Beth Protea “family” once again gathered together to watch the tiny Chanukah lights flicker
and bring all our residents, their families and friends and the wonderful staff of Beth Protea
much light and love.
This year, in time for Chanukah, we at Beth Protea were thrilled to celebrate our own miracle
– the completion of our new Assisted Living Unit, which opened its doors to our first residents
in December. A celebration of our victory – making our long time dream of building this unit
into a reality.
Our fundraising efforts continue as we strive to ensure our commitment to maintain the
percentage of people we are able to assist. Efforts are being made both locally and abroad and
our fund raising team has just returned from
a visit to Cape Town where they were warmly
received by the local community.
May the Chanukah lights kindle hope, love,
empathy and compassion in all our hearts
and wherever we live, may we all look forward
to a peaceful and happy 2007.

BETH PROTEA

Beth Protea artists posing at the recent Chanukah exhibition

The Pride of Israel’s Southern African Community

5 Asher Barash Street, Herzliya, Tel.: 09-9595222, Fax: 09-9595300
e-mail: info@bethprotea.org.il, website : www.bethprotea.org.il
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KEREN TELFED
Donors.................................... Honorees
KEREN TELFED FUND
Leonore Shavei Zion................................... George and Roxi Mundel – 60th anniversary
Sylvia Duzzy............................................... George and Roxi Mundel – 60th anniversary
Ronny and Ruth Kaufman.......................... Shelly and Roi – on the birth of their son
Joe Flaum.................................................... Keren Telfed
Gary and Adele Bassin................................ Berel Koseff – 70th birthday
Sidney and Michele Shapiro....................... Doreen Miodownik – Shana Tova
Sheila Swiel................................................ Avraham Black – 60th birthday
Shaul and Emily Lask................................. Keren Telfed
Sheila Swiel, Carly, Ella Aynav Sanders,
Yael, Yuval and Tal Damari........................ Harold Silbowitz – 60th birthday
Brian Armist
Meir Wisnovitz............................................ Residents in the North
celebrates his 60th
birthday.
Yehuda and Golda Kaye............................. Wishing friends Shana Tova
Gerald and Freda Wolman.......................... Hillel and Jennifer Hurwitz – in appreciation
Sidney and Michele Shapiro....................... Karin Hesselberg and family – Shana Tova
Rona Baram................................................ George and Roxi Mundel – 60th anniversary
Gerald and Freda Wolman.......................... Larry and Rhona Shein – in appreciation
Gerald and Freda Wolman.......................... Nathan and Terry Mowszowski – in appreciation
Adele and Basil Katz ................................. Sim and Tamar Manor – golden wedding
Annette Milliner and Baruch Giladi........... Phillip and Phyllis Sussman – 60th anniversary
Ernest and Nesta Lessem............................ Moira Heideman – special birthday
Edgar and Joyce Kohll................................ Joss and Sheila Pitluk – golden anniversary
Avraham and Channa Eidelman.................. Yona Miller – 70th birthday
Fonda Dubb and family.............................. Allie and Erica Dubb – golden anniversary
Gordon and Dorothy Mandelsweig............. Sim and Tamar Manor – golden anniversary
Naty and Denise Tobias.............................. Barry and Asne Samuels – anniversary
Avraham and Channa Eidelman.................. Norma Davidov – 80th birthday
Sheila Swiel and family.............................. Clive and Ayala Lessem – wedding
Anthony Waks............................................. Keren Telfed
Hilary Edelstein.......................................... Dr Gadi Lotan – in appreciation
John and Lynette Goldberg......................... Leib Golan – 80th birthday
Gaby Nussbaum.......................................... Families in the North
Amanda and Ami Shauli............................. Birth of second daughter
Cecil Slevin
celebrates his 93th
Uri and Beryl Milunsky.............................. Tsippora Jacobs – 70th birthday
birthday.
Gessie and Belle Borok............................... Julius and Thelma Jaffe – 60th anniversary
Mayera Glassman........................................ Lesley Gotsman – birthday
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Debby Hershberg........................................ Nat and Ruth Lee – birthdays
Mati and Eric Lebanon................................ Nava Joffe – 70th birthday
Ivor and Roni Wolf..................................... Nava Joffe – 70th birthday
Michael and Jeanette Dick.......................... Keren Telfed
Michael and Annette Weil........................... Brian Armist – 60th birthday
Sidney and Michele Shapiro....................... Bryan Myers – birthday
David and Hilary Kaplan............................ Rollo Norwitz – 70th birthday
David and Hilary Kaplan............................ Adrian Wolff – 60th birthday
Aronson family........................................... Vivienne Hotz – special birthday
Debbie Chitiz and family............................ Vivienne Hotz – special birthday
Jack and Rae Galloon.................................. Erel Katzman – bar mitzvah
Martin and Michelle
Mavis Milwidsky........................................ Gerald Shapiro – special birthday
Wolff celebrate
their 25th wedding
Smiler and Lily Levite................................ Gerald Shapiro – special birthday
anniversary.
Roch Rahel Morgenstern............................ Wilfred Stein – 75th birthday
Itzik and Merr Sher..................................... Wilfred Stein – 75th birthday
Phyllis Sachar.............................................. Baruch Giladi – 90th birthday
Mati and Eric Lebanon................................ Leon Lewis – special birthday
Sidney and Irit Kaplan................................ Martin and Michelle Wolff – 25th anniversary
Gideon and Juliette Birnhack...................... Gerald Shapiro – 75th birthday
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Ivan and Edna Savitz and Sam Savitz......... Hilliard Hart – 50th birthday
David and Hilary Kaplan............................ Hilliard Hart – 50th birthday
Danny Slevin............................................... Cecil Slevin – 93rd birthday
Rafi and Jackie Schwartz............................ Joyce Miller – special birthday
Edie Rosengarten........................................ Mark Rosengarten – Bar mitzvah
Andrea, Jason and Jodi Armist.................... Brian Armist – 60th birthday
Hilliard Hart
Abe and Rose Hurwitz................................ Gerald Shapiro – 75th birthday
celebrates his 50th.
Woolf and Renee Rakin.............................. Baruch Giladi – 90th birthday
Itz and Marj Kalmanowitz ......................... Lionel and Doris Glago – 60th anniversary
Ronnie and Elana Myerson......................... Hymie and Sheila Lazarus – 66th anniversary
Mike and Naomi Heim................................ Ivan Lipshitz – 50th birthday
Naty and Denise Tobias.............................. Camps Bay Hebrew Congregation – 50th anniversary
David and Hilary Kaplan............................ Dave and Gail Bloom – on arrival of their grandson
Maureen Sacks........................ Debbie Chitiz, Avi Goldreich, Tanya Pinchevski – in appreciation

FOOD PARCELS FOR SOLDIERS/FAMILIES
Maureen Sacks.............................................For soldiers
Mossie and Joyce Tucker.............................Brian and Wendy Cooper – 25th anniversary
Hilda Horn...................................................For families in need
Harold and Hilary Starkowitz......................In lieu of Rosh Hashanah gifts
Woolf and Renee Rakin...............................For families in need
Mossie and Joyce Tucker.............................Sam Tucker – 80th birthday
Mossie and Joyce Tucker.............................Lawrence Tucker – 50th birthday

Louis and Isobel Hare........................... Eddie Lipman – birthday

KEREN ALIZA FUND
Marvyn Hatchuel, LilyRose Michalowsky...............Monica Heideman - birthday

IN MEMORIAM
Michael and Naomi Heim & family............ In loving memory of Nanny, Sabba and Pa
Uri Bar-ner................................................... In loving memory of his father Shlomo, and
11 months after his tragic passing at sea
Sigalia Heim................................................. In loving memory of Nanny, Sabba and Pa
Adrian Wolff................................................ For families in need
Fonda Dubb, Linsay Blumenblath, and
Phyllis Miller................................................ In loving memory of Naomi Koepler
Fonda Dubb & Linsay Blumenblath..............In memory of Boykey Tobias
Sender & Zelda Lees .................................. on the 3rd Yartzeit of the late Edythe Lees
Sender & Zelder Lees.................................. on the 2nd Yartzeit of the late Abe Lees

Note: Donations are acknowledged in this column as soon as possible after receipt thereof.
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Ilana, daughter of Riva & Maurice Phillips
of Netanya (formerly Cape Town), married
Nachum, son of Silvia and Abel Sraier of
Kibbutz Lahavot Haviva.

Yael Frid, daughter of Shelley
Sheer and Moshe Frid
(Eilat), married Jonathan
Katz, son of Rachael and
Monty Katz (Johannesburg)

Nuptials

Sheli, daughter of Harold Brenner and
Miriam Brenner, and granddaughter
of Sam and
Harriet Levin,
married Gilad
Friedemann,
son of Joey and
Michele.

Adele, daughter of Simon & Mary
Nowikow (previously of Boksburg
SA), married Moshe, son of Aviva &
Isaac Asseo of Raanana.

Yair, son of Eddy & Marcelle
Weiss, married Ella, daughter of
Etie and Moshe Eilon of Afula
Sara, daughter of Chaim & Sheila
Menachemson of Jerusalem and
granddaughter of Mace & Ann
Menachemson of Ashkelon, married
Sraya, son of
Naftali &
Ziona Halevi
of Jerusalem.

Tamara is the daughter of
Motti and Marguerite
Direktor of Maccabim
and granddaughter of
Sydney and the late
Edele Chaskalson of Netanya. Omri is the son of Dror
and Roni Milchin of Rechovot.
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THE IDC HERZLIYA

EXPERIENCE

“I have not been back to South Africa in 20
years,” Uri Goldflam, Director of the Raphael
Recanati International School (RRIS) at the Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya, (IDC) told Telfed
Magazine shortly before boarding his flight to
Johannesburg. Uri, whose mother was born in South Africa, was about to
tour the country, meeting with students and parents, as well as visiting the
youth movement summer camps promoting and recruiting. Accompanying
him were students Gadi Cohen and Keren Neumann, both members of
Telfed’s Tzair B’Lev committee.
“The IDC offers young people in SA an opportunity to receive an excellent
education and experience the vibrancy of life in Israel,” says Uri. With a
total of 620 students from 48 countries, the RRIS boasts the highest number
of students from Western countries than any other programme in Israel.

South African IDC
students with staff,
l-r: Ariel Baum,
Romi Gershoni,
Professor Uriel
Reichman, Jonathan
Davis, Gideon
Scher, Liat Karpel,
Chani Kazarnovsky
Uri Goldflam.

The School offers four degrees in English, namely: Business Administration,
Computer Science & IT Management, Government, Diplomacy & Strategy and Communication.
Telfed Magazine spoke to a few South African students who had only been in Israel
a few months.
Romi Gershoni switched from RAU to the IDC last year. “There is no comparison.
At RAU we were 650 students in a class. Here we are 40. The personal attention is
amazing,” says this first year Business student, whose parents, both Israeli, live in
Johannesburg. She breaks into a broad smile when asked about the social
scene. “Most of my friends have travelled all over the world but so few
have visited Israel. They don’t realize this is such an amazing, fun place.
It’s hard to describe; they need to be here to understand.”
Neil Margolis a 20-year old from Johannesburg was “fed up with
affirmative action.” He recounts that he received nearly double the
required points to study law at RAU and was turned away - “‘We’re
full,’ was their lame explanation. That’s what’s happening in SA these
Neil Margolis
days.” However, “no regrets” says Neil who is studying at the School of
Government. “They did me a favour. The standard is so much higher here.” Feeling
more and more like home, Neil reveals “I have started playing rugby for Raanana.
All I now have to do is get fit.”
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Chani Kazarnovsky is another student who has done a switchover. A few months
ago she was studying accountancy at WITS. “I did not feel like committing myself to
five years in SA. Israel is where I wanted to be, so I started making enquiries.” Today she is one of fourteen South Africans studying at the RRIS.
“We have created an academic absorption centre,” says Jonathan Davis,
Head of the RRIS and Vice President for External Relations. A former
shaliach to South Africa, Jonathan says, “we cater to the needs of our
South African youngsters providing them with the softest landing possible
— academically, socially and culturally. Situated in Herzliya, we are close
to the SA community, as well as Telfed in Raanana,
so it’s a perfect academic setup for South Africans.
For further
We love ’em, and want to see more of ’em.”
information:
www.rris.idc.ac.il
+972(09)952-7248
in SA: contact The
Israel Centre or
Aliyah Offices

Romi Gershoni

Founding President of the IDC, Prof. Uriel Reichman, has
high regard for his South African students. “They are of the
highest quality. And of course, it’s no secret the contribution
Southern Africans have made and are continuing to make to the
State of Israel. I was last in South Africa in 1980. It’s about time
I paid the place another visit.”

Better still that more young South Africans pay Israel a visit!
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Joffe—Jankelowitz Insurance Services
Having joined the Egoz Insurance Agency Group, being a part of one of the leading
insurance agencies in Israel, we can offer improved, special service in all branches of
insurance. This includes car, house, business, travel, long-term care, life insurance and
advice with regard to investment opportunity
Our new details are: Beit Egoz
with Clal Investments.
We continue to offer you personal service
from our new offices.

Best Wishes
Mark Joffe and Harold Jankelowitz

NOTICE BOARD
The Telfed office is receiving an
increasing number of enquiries
about aliyah from young professionals in South Africa. They
are especially concerned about
finding work in Israel. As in the
past, we appeal to the Southern
African community here to let
us know of any job openings in
fields such as medicine, dentistry,
accounting, hi-tech, engineering,
import-export (with Englishspeaking countries), English
teaching, marketing or nursing.
Contact Sharon: info@telfed.org.il

19 Efal St. Kiryat Aryeh, 49511 Petach Tikva
Tel. (03)9292793/4, Fax (03)9292733
Mark (052)-2454662: mark@egoz-insu.co.il
Harold (052)3508292; harold@egoz-insu.co.il

KEEP CONNECTED!
Looking for a suitable gift for
overseas friends or relatives?
Take out a subscription to

Telfed Magazine
Contact: Lena 09-7446110, ext. 208
Telfed’s Hostel
or email, hildav@net vision.net.il
Building in Rehov
Amishav, Tel Aviv,
has undergone major renovation. We have a number of
new 2-roomed apartments available for rental.
For more information call Pinchas
Mo-Th. 8:30-12:30, 09-7446110, ext. 206.

COMPANIONS FOR OUR
SENIOR CITIZENS

Through Telfed courses run at Beth Protea, with the
assistance of highly experienced health-care professionals,
over 30 people who have learned how to work as
companions to our senior citizens.
Please contact Sharon (09-7446110 ext. 201) for more
Telfed’s own on-line magazine
information if you need
www.telfed.org.il
University House Reunion
a caring, compassionate
For topical, up-to-date information on aliyah,
University of Cape Town
English-speaker to
klitah, special projects, the community and
8–11 March 07, CT
spend time with your
much more.
Contact: Geoff Doctors
parent or relative.
Pop in and see for yourself!
050-3358661
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IN MEMORIAM
The chairman Itz Kalmanowitz, members of the Executive,the Director and Staff of Telfed express
heartfelt condolences to families whose loved ones have passed away in recent months:

Al Ritz of S. Africa
Becky Diamond of Ra’anana
Boykey Tobias of Eilat
Dassie Sanders of Caesaria
Harry Berman of Raanana
Helene Kahn of Karmiel
Joe Mankowitz of Ganei Tikva
Joe Teper of Kfar Azar
Leah Abrams of Ra’anana
Lena Miller of Petach Tikva
Leon Pantanowitz of Netanya
Max Schwartz of Michmoret

Mike Crook of Raanana
Mrs Kessel of S.A.
Naomi Koepler of Eilat
Pamela Carter of Neve Yam
Rabbi Joseph Fogel of Netanya
Raymond Mallach of S. A.
Rina Gershoni of Upper Nazareth
Rochelle Hendler of S.A.
Sara Heller of Johannesburg
Shlomo Shine of Netanya
Vivian Choritz of Petach Tikva
Zena Zinn of Even Yehuda

Solly Yellin (z’’l)
It is with a deep feeling of personal privilege that I write this tribute
to the late Solly Yellin, who died in Israel at the age of 95. I had known
Solly for more than fifty years, since my involvement with the Zionist
movement, the Bnei Zion and the United Zionist Association.
Solly was a community activist, raconteur, and possessor of a prodigious memory - a personality who invariably invoked reaction of one
kind or another. There were those who admired the forthrightness of his
views, others tended to dismiss them with an air of amusement, and to
Solly Yellin
some he was a source of irritation.
He devoted much of his energy to Jewish and Zionist Education, which had always been close
to his heart. He was the last survivor of the founders of the Jewish Day Schools.
He was twice Treasurer and Chairman of the S. A. Board of Jewish Education, as well as being
its President. He was Chairman of the UCF, Chairman of the Friends of the Palestine Orchestra
and Habima, Chairman of the Institute of Technology of Jerusalem, Convener of the Zionist
Luncheon Club, Chairman of the Zionist Record, and for many years Chairman of the South
African Zionist Federation Library, where I had the honour to serve with him. He was also a
Vice-President of the S.A. Zionist Federation.
A promise Solly made to his father, the last time he saw him before he died at the hands of the
Nazis, prompted him to make funds available for the establishment of a Centre of Lithuanian
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IN MEMORIAM
Jewry at the Ben Gurion University of the Negev in Israel. In January 2001, he received an
Honorary Doctorate from the University for his philanthropic contributions.He loved the Yiddish
language, was an avid reader and an expert on the holocaust and European Jewish history. He
realised his life’s ambition and made aliyah in 1999.
Solly influenced many people, young and old. The South African Jewish community will always
be indebted to him, for his unstinting devotion to Jewish education. He would often say: “One
Jew is responsible for another’s education, Jews need teachers, not leaders - leaders are a German
idea”
He is survived by his son David, six grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
Isaac Reznik

Rachel Baron (z’’l), 1910 – 2006
Rachel Baron died at the age of 96 in her
beloved country, Israel. Born in Johannesburg
in 1910, Rachel immigrated to Rhodesia in 1931
following her graduation from Witswaterand University.
Her passion for Israel and Zionism was sparked
on a student trip to Europe in 1930. In her words:
“The stories told to me by Jewish students were
foreboding… of discrimination, humiliations,
physical violence... and they turned me into a
committed Zionist, convinced that only a Land for
Rachel Baron (z’’l) meets then Prime Minister
the dispersed Jewish people, my people, ISRAEL,
Menachem Begin (z’’l).
could save the Jews from continual persecution.”
Rachel’s active participation in Zionist affairs began with the formation of the Bulawayo
Women’s Zionist Society in May 1932. She immediately joined the Committee and later became
secretary, then chairman, a position she held several times over the years.
In 1951 she was elected as a delegate to the first World WIZO Conference after World War II,
held in Jerusalem. The election was held throughout South Africa and the two Rhodesias. From
then on, Rachel continued to be a delegate of Rhodesian Wizo at its world conferences.
In 1952 when Rhodesian WIZO broke away from the South African Women’s Zionist Council
to form their own Rhodesian Women’s Zionist Council, Rachel was elected President, a position
she held for twenty-seven years. When she retired, she was elected Honorary Life President.
Rachel was renowned and recognized as a brilliant and inspiring Zionist leader and orator with
outstanding organisational abilities and boundless energies.
Since the founding of the State of Israel in 1948 Rachel yearned to live in Israel. She only
managed to realize her Zionist dream when she made aliyah in 1994, at the age of 84. For the
last six years of her life she lived in Beth Protea. She is survived by her three daughters (Merle
Guttmann and Beverly Caplan in Israel), nine granddaughters and eighteen great grandchildren,
the majority of whom live in Israel.
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CLASSIFIEDS
All classified advertisements must be paid for in advance. Cheques are payable to SAZF
(Israel), 19/1 Schwartz St., Ra’anana 43212. The basic charge is NIS140 for up to 30
words. For an additional sum of NIS 25 your ad can also appear on our website. One free
ad will be granted to new olim from Southern Africa within the first year after arrival.

Accommodation

Business Promotion

Holiday Apartment- Raanana, Herzliyah
Pituach and Netanya. Furnished, modern,
cable TV, Internet. Some units with parking,
elevators & wheelchair accessibility. (050)
711 7967 caryfox@rogers.com. VOIP: 416 630
9639. Skype: caryfox1

Fun, economical, full colour A5 flyers to
promote your business. Designed, printed and
distributed. Advertising space of various sizes to
suit your budget also available on flyers. Contact
Eliyahu 054-231-1876 / Shoshanah 054-7807089. Email: shearsuccess@gmail.com

Holiday Apartments - Ra’anana: modern,
central, fully-furnished and equipped. Sleeps
6/8, 2 bathrooms, central air-conditioning.
Short-term rentals available. Contact Ralph:
(054)429-1455/6, (09)749-3399, Not Shabbat.

Buying/Selling Property

Holiday Apartment – Jaffa (Picturesque Maronite
Quarter) 2 rooms a/c, Kitchenette, shower, satellite
TV, router internet connection, fully furnished,
newly renovated, weekly servicing. Min. stay
1 week.View the apartment http://hadolphinholidayhome.blogspot.com/ or call Issy or Paula
Miodownik 03-6829736 or 0526887111.

Catering

Holiday Apartments – Raanana: Furnished
and air-conditioned 2 & 4-roomed apartments.
Available for short or long-term. Telephone (09)
774-2303, Fax (09) 771-7202. Not Shabbat.
Accommodation to let in Ra’anana: 3roomed holiday apartment, furnished, including use of gym and pool, short or long term.
(050)792-4473.

Antique Clock Repairs
Antique Clock Repairs: I repair and make
new parts for your old or antique clock. I am
a specialist in this field! Countrywide Service.
I also buy and sell classic and unique clocks.
Susan (09)772-9222, (052)243-0040.

If you want to sell your property in Raanana, I
have overseas and local buyers and investors.
Alan Katz Properties. Tel. 09-743-2561
Shirley’s Deli: Special Menu for Chagim Home made cooking, includes: Fish, Herrings,
Soups, Salads, Meats, Turkey, Roast Beef, Brisket, Chopped Liver, Kugels, Pies and Puddings.
Delivery to Raanana and Herzliya Pituach. 8
Nitza Blvd. Netanya. (09) 887-5043/4.
Fonda’s Catering - catering for all occasions offering new winter meat menus
and exciting cocktail party buffet menus. For further information contact Nicky 052-8488678.

Counselling
I am a qualified Social Worker specialising in
marital & relationship counselling, personal
problems, trauma de-briefing. Jackie Galgut
(09)745-4090 8.00am-12pm Sun.- Thurs.
continued on next page
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LASSIFIEDS

Electrician
Shimon’s Services - For all your electrical and
household appliances: repairs, instillation and
maintenance, in Modiin, Jerusalem, Beit Shemesh
and the Sharon Areas. For friendly and reliable
service call Shimon Zack - (057) 735-3717, (052)
295-3717, (08) 970-7194. Not Shabbat.

Furniture Storing and Moving
Store-It-All, Ltd. Full service, courteous storage
and moving professionals. Clean “mini-storage”
facility-units in all sizes for personal/business
needs. Owned and operated by American Olim.
Tel. (03) 966-9682, (08) 869-2491.

Handyman
Handyman: I am based in Ra’anana and
specialize in Painting, Household Repairs
and Maintenance of all kinds. Carpentry
and Electrical in the Sharon area. Contact:
Itzik Jaacobi, (09)7722662, 052-454-2557;
thelmajaacobi@yahoo.com
Your handyman for all your home maintenance requirements in the Sharon Area:
•Painting •Plumbing •Electrical •Carpentry
•Fencing •General Repairs •Pergolas. For a free
quotation, call Craig (052)867-5235

M-Net  Channels
Over 20 sports channels via satellit dish. Not
available on YES or HOT. If you allready have
a dish you may be elligible for a free upgrade
of M-net at low monthly prices. Call the best
in the business, Meir Levmore at 050-7207010
or GO TO www.itvsat.com

Memorabilia
We buy South Africa Jewry items! We are looking for books, magazines, documents, photos,
objects and anything else connected to the
Jewish communities in Africa. We buy materials in all languages. Also interested in any old
items related to Jewish life, history, culture and
religion, Eretz Israel, early Zionism, Holocaust
etc. Meron 09-954-8584

Sharon’s Rainbow Boxes
Ideal gifts for all ages and occasions. Wooden tea
boxes, wine carriers, treasure and trinket boxes,
trays and more! Individually hand-painted and
decorated, and very reasonably priced. Phone
Sharon (09)742-3173 (Evenings)

Veterinarians
Yanuv Veterinary Clinic - Dr. Bernard
Hurwitz: comprehensive veterinary services
and boarding, at discount prices. 24-hour
Service. Moshav Yanuv near Kfar Yona. Tel.:
(052)663-6646, (09)898-5773, (09)894-8001

We Want
Any China, household goods, tableware, silver
plate, glassware, bric-a-brac or small furniture
that you can live without? Or moving house?
We’ll make you an offer you can live with. Call
Sol or Lorraine, Gallery Lauren, 83 Sokolov
Street, Ramat Hasharon. Tel. (03)540-9481.
What you do is your business. When you want people
to find out about it, it becomes our business.

Be smart and advertise in
Telfed Magazine

Whether you are in finance, property, the professions or
a trade, Telfed Magazine reaches the entire Southern
African community across Israel.We look forward to hearing from you.

Contact: David Kaplan at 09-7672404, 0507432361, Fax 09-7678826. hildav@netvision.net.il
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