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Telfed

South African Zionist Federation (Israel)
19 Schwartz Street, Ra‘anana 43212
Tel.:(09)790-7800; Fax: (09)744-6112
info@telfed.org.il; www.telfed.org.il

Telfed wishes a Happy Pesach to
the Southern African community.

The Telfed
Logomotive is on Track
“S

omething old, something new,
something borrowed, something
blue,” so goes the good luck instruction
that brides should have something of
each on their wedding outfit.
Blush and handsome in its new logo,
Telfed too has something of each.
Something old? While our name
‘Telfed’ is emblazoned in bold lettering,
we have proudly retained the ‘South
African Zionist Federation’ of old. Our
response to the global assault on the
legitimacy of the State of Israel is to
continue to carry with pride ‘Zionism’

Editor: David E. Kaplan
Chief Correspondent: David E. Kaplan
Design and Layout: Becky Rowe
Subscriptions: Sharon Bernstein

in our motif.
Something new? The design is contemporary, connecting younger and future
generations of our Southern African
community to our organisation.
Something borrowed? We borrow with pride
the Star of David affirming our commitment
to Zionism and the State of Israel.
Something blue? Another easy choice.
Telfed was the first immigrant organisation to be established and it was at
the same momentous time as the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948.
We did so to serve the over 800
Southern African volunteers who
had come to fight in Israel’s War
of Independence. With this illustrious history, the colour blue from
the Israeli flag was not only a natural but an obvious choice.

Editorial

And how fitting to be re-affirming our
commitment to our ideals in our new
logo during this current period of an
unrelenting global assault on our country. The barrage might not be rockets
from Gaza but their charge is no less
lethal as they target the very legitimacy of the Jewish state in the court of
world opinion.
In the wake of the ‘brick-thick’ Goldstone
Report, even the Judge’s fellow former
compatriots are being ‘targeted’. In our
Cover Story we interview Lt. Colonel
David Benjamin, a former Capetonian
who is among over 70 former South
Africans listed for possible prosecution
for war crimes relating to Operation
Cast Lead.
Although, as Benjamin says, the onslaught is “More political than legal,”
nevertheless, we have a battle on our
hands and nothing could be more reassuring in sending the best message to
our enemies that “Aliya is up”.
2009 enjoyed a record number of
Southern African olim in recent years.
Telfed is busier than ever - just the
way they like it.

David E. Kaplan, Editor

Editorial Committee Chairman: Dave Bloom
Media Committee: Dave Bloom (Chair), Sharon
Bernstein, Gershon Gan, Neil Schwartz,
Maurice Ostroff, Darryl Egnal
Proofreading: Sharon Bernstein, Marvyn Hatchuel, Jack
and Rae Galloon, Ralph Lanesman,
Harriet Levin, Leon Moss, Marcelle Weiss
Advertising: David Kaplan (09)7672404,
(050)7432361, hildav@netvision.net.il
Magazine Production: Michal Merten, (09)790-7819
Cover photography: Brian Hendler
On Cover: (l-r) Sari Genzler, Head, Aliya files for English speaking
countries; new oleh Rael Olwyn; Eli Cohen, Director-General, Aliya
and Klita Dept. JAFI; Hagai Meirom, Treasurer, JAFI.

Are you tired of
YES and HOT?
We offer satellite packages such as SKY UK, Mnet DSTV,
Orbit Showtime, SKY Italia, Israel channels and more.
The packages are in English, are of premium quality and
include sport, movies, series and science and knowledge.

Contact Menahem at:
glownetisrael@gmail.com
057-5693111
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Focus on Telfed

Telfed Hon
Outstanding
Yakir Telfed

Hertzel Katz
It was a memorable evening of accolades, good music, tasty cuisine
and the best of company as some 400 Southern Africans crowded
into the auditorium at the American School in Even Yehuda. The
MC for the evening was Nicky Capelouto, while the entertainment
provided by the renowned Alei Gefen Chorus was introduced
by Freda Keet. The occasion was Telfed’s evening to honour its
volunteers, with special presentations to Hertzel Katz who received
the Yakir Award for outstanding service to Telfed and the State of
Israel, Nick Alhadeff, Itz Kalmanowitz and Annette Milliner-Giladi
who received Telfed’s Special Merit Awards for years of dedicated
community service, Hayley Rabie who received the Blanche Isaacson
Award, Carol Aviv, Bebe Feldman, Freda Haimovitz and Cecil Slome
who received the Harry and Anita Alter Memorial Awards and Lielle
Rosenfeld who received the Lev Lara’ev Award.

Soon after making aliya with his family in 1969, Adv. Hertzel Katz joined
Telfed and has twice held the office of
Chairman and was also the first Chairman
of its Board of Governors. Reminding
the audience of his “Benoni” roots, he
credited his motivation for community
involvement to an inspiring word from
a senior at the Johannesburg Bar who
told him, “Service precedes remuneration” and “the values I acquired in the
Betar movement.”
He is credited with starting Telfed magazine and creating the organisation’s selfhelp fund, ‘Keren Telfed’. As Chairman
Maish Isaacson said, “Your fingerprints are
found all over Telfed’s achievements.”
While in earlier days he strenuously sup-

Telfed’s
Volunteer
Awards
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photos by Brian Hendler

Hertzel Katz

nours its
Volunteers
ported the publication of “South Africa’s
800” and “70 years of Southern African
Aliyah - A Story of Achievement” his current projects include creating a website a profile directory of Southern Africans
in Israel and moving for public recognition of the South African philanthropist,
the late Isaac Ochberg.
Outside of Telfed, Hertzel was instrumental in the establishment of The
Hebrew Order of David and the SA-Israel
Chamber of Commerce, and served as
chairperson of ESRA.

Special Merit Awards

Nick Alhadeff

While serving as President of CAZO,
Nick Alhadeff made aliya in 1977 from
Rhodesia, the first leader to do so during
their term of office. He had also previ-

Yakir Award recipient Hertzel Katz speaking on
behalf of all the recipients.

ously served as president of the Sephardic
Congregation and vice-President of the
Board of Deputies.
In 1990 he was elected Chairman of
Telfed, and during his tenure, large funds
were established enabling Telfed to financially assist members of the community
in need, as well as to institute a ‘Quality
of Life’ programme to provide children
with extra-curricular activities. Nick also
played a significant role in the genesis
of Beth Protea. Today he serves on the
Telfed Board of Governors. “The records
show that Southern Africans have made
an impressive contribution to the development of the State and my satisfaction
is that through my volunteer work at
Telfed, I have been privileged to play a
small part in their achievements.”

Annette Milliner-Giladi

An iconic leader in women’s Zionism
in South Africa before her aliya in 1979,
Annette Milliner-Giladi was honoured
last year in Cape Town by the Bnoth Zion
for a lifetime of service to the Jewish
people in Israel and South Africa.
While Annette has held many top positions in Telfed from chairing the Loans
& Assistance, Aliya & Klita and Projects
committees to being the Federation’s
Vice Chairperson, she says, “It’s not the
positions I have held that have been so
important to me but my involvement
in so many projects and activities that
have enriched people’s lives. By their
enrichment, I have been enriched.” On
her involvement in the establishment
of Manof and Kochav Yair, she says,
“There is nothing more rewarding than
working to establish a new settlement in
continued on next page

Annette
Milliner-Giladi

Maish
Isaacson

Nick Alhadeff
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Annette Milliner-Giladi
continued from page 5

the middle of nowhere; and then years
later visiting these places now flourishing with second and third generations
of the original pioneers.”
A tireless worker in raising funds for
education, Annette’s motto is, “No child
with merit should be denied a scholarship.” She is also active in WIZO and
promoting to young South Africans the
IDC, Herzliya and the Negev.

Itz Kalmanowitz

Prior to his aliya in 1983, Itz Kalmanowitz
served as chairman, vice-chair and treasurer of the SAZF in South Africa as well
as being an honorary Treasurer of the
United Israel Appeal.
He served as chairman of a Jewish
Agency committee that examined the

Volunteer Awards:

continued from page 5

Cecil
Slome
Hayley
Rabie

Itz Kalmanowitz

Jocelyn
Isaacson

Focus on Telfed
Telfed thanks the following sponsors:
Padani Jewellers, Meatland, Balmoral Investments, Ralph Insurance,
Mercantile Bank, The Alter family, The Isaacson family
procedure adopted by the Jewish Agency
for the integration of new olim. The
result of the committee’s recommendations led to what became known as
‘Direct Absorption’.
Following three years of shlichut to
Canada, Itz served as treasurer of Telfed
for eight years before serving as Chairman
from 2004 to 2006.
“Hopefully my efforts over the years have
been helpful to the community and to individuals who benefited from the decisions
we made, the actions we initiated and the
assistance we provided. I certainly have
been enriched in the process and look forward to continuing my efforts.”

Harry and Anita Alter
Memorial Award

Carol Aviv
Bulawayo-born Carol Aviv is President of
the Karmiel Branch of Hadassah Israel, part
of Telfed Regional committee’s welcoming
group for new olim, a worker for Yad Sarah
and the Cancer Association, plus the Jewish
Agency’s Ba’Bayit Beyachad programme.

Bebe Feldman

Bebe Feldman from Netanya volunteers for A.A.C.I., the Young Israel
Shul and Beit Issie Shapiro. She serves
on the Telfed regional committee and
does voluntary English teaching at a
local school.

Freda Haimovitz

Freda Haimovitz has worked tirelessly
for many years at Beit Issie Shapiro, organizing and packing orders for Keren
Ahava. She has been active at the Raanana
Bowling Club, catering for their functions as she has for Telfed.

Cecil Slome

Since making aliya in 1978, Cecil Slome
has been active in Beit Issie Shapiro, fundraising as well as packing orders for the
shop, Keren Ahava. He also volunteers
for the H.O.D. in Netanya, and fundraises for a school for under-privileged children. He works for the elderly residents
of Maon Nechim. He also assisted ESRA
with their magazine distribution.

Blanche Isaacson Award

Hayley Rabie

Recipient of the Blanche Isaacson
Award, Hayley Rabie is active in Tel Aviv’s
young olim community of Southern
Africans in Tel Aviv. Chairperson of
Telfed’s Regional Committee, she welcomes new immigrants, keeps in touch
with them and organises social gatherings. Hayley’s group also reaches out to
other less fortunate communities.

Lev Lara’ev Award

Lielle Rosenfeld
Volunteering for Telfed’s KIDS4FOOD
Club, 12 year-old Lielle Rosenfeld has initiated a number of projects for collecting groceries for the needy in Raanana.
Incorporating her volunteerism into
her personal life, she requested her Bat
Mitzvah guests to bring groceries to her
party to help people in need. •
Focus on Telfed continued on next page

Freda Haimovitz
Darryl
Alter

Carol Aviv

Bebe Feldman

Taking a stroll on
Rothschild.

TiffanySilver and Anne
Felix enjoying a snack
in Jerusalem.

Lielle
Rosenfeld
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Focus on Telfed
Scholarships

I

Chairman’s
Report

t is my pleasure to
provide you with a
summary of the numerous events and far-reaching
achievements during the past
three years:

Brand New

Telfed, going strong for sixty years, felt its image should reflect
the times. The result is a colourful new
branding, reflecting a vibrant immigrant
organization strongly committed to
Zionism and the State of Israel.

Absorption

Over the last three years Telfed, in cooperation with the Israel Centre and the
Jewish Agency, assisted in the absorption
of over 860 South African olim. I personally met those who arrived on group flights.
Following ceremonies at the Kotel, Telfed’s
professional staff, together with our Regional
Committee volunteers, met with the olim
and maintains regular contact.
Telfed Absorption counsellors attended
five Aliya Fairs in South Africa, assisting the
Israel Centre with the processing of olim. In
cooperation with the Ministry of Absorption
and the Jewish Agency, Telfed initiated ‘direct community absorption’ programmes
for Southern African olim in Modiin, Haifa
and Ariel. For the past two years, a Telfed
Absorption apartment has been made available to new olim in Modi‘in, during their
first month in the city. Telfed’s expertise in
immigrant absorption led to a partnership
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Despite the difficult economic climate,
Telfed has succeeded in raising the necessary
funds to provide over 400 annual scholarships
to students attending institutes of
higher education. In addition, some
60 students received an additional
scholarship through Telfed’s PRAS
programme, by offering 80 hours of
community service.

Social Services

Employing a full time Englishspeaking social worker, Telfed
has significantly raised the level
of its social services. Our Loans
and Assistance Committee helps
over 160 Southern African Olim
On arrival at Ben Gurion Airport, Telfed chairman
in financial need.
welcoming the Gillman family – Jonathan, Andrea &
The Lev La’Raev food project initidaughters Montana and Georgia,
ated by Telfed in conjunction with the
Ra’anana municipality, educates and
with the Mirage Foundation assisting with
involves school children in responding
the absorption of Iranian olim.
to those in need. With their help, large
amounts of dry goods are collected and
Regional Committees
distributed.
In the past three years, Telfed has experienced an unprecedented growth of
Fundraising
active Regional Committees - growing
The Telfed Fundraising Committee was
from four to 18. These committees are
established to meet the ever-increasing
entrusted with the important task of
demands for financial assistance This
greeting the olim at their first address
mammoth task of raising 2.6 million shekin Israel, maintaining regular contact
els annually ensures that we do not turn
during their first year, and organizing
away a single Southern African in need. I
social and cultural gatherings in their
urge you to please consider Keren Telfed
regions.
when making donations. (All donations to
Keren Telfed are tax deductible.)
Employment
With the current rise in unemployment, the Telfed employment counsellor,
Joffe-Jankelowitz
in cooperation with
Insurance Services
an employment psySpecializing in all branches of Insurance
chologist, assists both
Elementary:
new and veteran olim
Car, House, Business & Travel
with job hunting and
Private Health:
CV preparation.

Health Insurance & Frail Care (Siudi)
Life:
Life Insurance, Pension Funds, Kupot Gemel & Keren Hishtalmut

Mark: mark@egoz-insu.co.il; Harold: harold@egoz-insu.co.il
Tel: 03-9292791/3/4 Fax: 03-9292733

Building Projects

The partnership between Telfed and Y.H
Dimri in Modiin resulted in the sale of
over 120 significantly discounted apartments to Southern Africans in Modiin.
This influx has greatly strengthened our
community in the city.
Telfed recently partnered with Neot
Chen in Hadera, offering favorable conditions and attractive prices to Southern
Africans purchasing apartments in this
new, prestigious project in Hadera.
ISRENTCO, Telfed’s housing company, last year successfully completed the
renovation of the South African hostel
building in Givatayim and will soon be
adding eight new apartments to the
Telfed building in Ra’anana.

Shlichim Training

With over 20 Jewish Agency Shlichim
in South Africa, a comprehensive programme was put in place to ensure preShlichut training by Telfed. All aspects
of the complicated South African visa
requirements are also facilitated by the
Telfed office.

Support of research

The Ruppin Institute, in cooperation
with Telfed, initiated a thorough study of

South African immigration to Israel. Over
900 participants were interviewed. Survey
results will soon be published.

New Leadership

Potential lay leaders, together with veteran volunteers and staff, were invited to
a seminar run by professional advisors.
Future Telfed policies were discussed and
new volunteers were recruited. A “Manual
of Procedures”, which details the precise
running of each department in Telfed, was
authored by a professional advisor.

Magazine and Website

As you can see, Telfed magazine has
been upgraded to a larger format and full
colour, keeping 5000 families up to date
on the Southern African community in
Israel. Our website and online newsletters sent to over 3000 subscribers, are
becoming increasingly popular, evidenced
by the number of ‘hits’ from visitors all
over the world.

Volunteer Awards

Over 200 volunteers are at the heart of
our organisation and deserve special acknowledgement for their untiring efforts
and involvement. This year a prestigious
“Yakir Telfed” and “Special Merits Awards”
were added to the annual “Telfed Volunteer

Thanks to REMAX Real Estate School,

I earned
NIS

46,542

in one month
You can sign up too!
Eitan Halfon
RE/MAX Agent, Netanya
Aged 34, Single

www.remax.co.il

1-800-211-311 ext. 5

Awards”, paying special tribute to volunteers
for their outstanding service over many
years. The Alei Gefen Chorus entertained
the 400 strong crowd with their beautiful
musical renditions.
I would like to congratulate Dorron Klein,
Director of Project Development, who has
been appointed to the position of Deputy
Director of Telfed.
It has been a privilege to preside as
Chairman of Telfed during the past three
years. What I have briefly covered here is
only a taste of the immense achievements accomplished. I would like
to thank all who have
contributed to Telfed’s
dedicated staff, led by
our indomitable director, Sidney Shapiro, my
Vice Chairman, Dave
Bloom, for his boundless
support and behind the
scenes activities and our
Treasurer Harris Green
who has done a ‘sterling’
job in safeguarding our
assets.
Lastly, I pay tribute
and express my deepest thanks to our volunteers, the backbone of
Telfed. Kol Hakovod to
them all.
Telfed’s potential is considerable. Thank you for
the trust placed in me in
steering this esteemed
institution and I am truly excited about the future challenges that lie
ahead.
Maish Isaacson
Chairman
continued on next page

REGIONAL
Telfed
ROUNDUP

Beit
Shemesh

A Telfed-organised trip during Chanukah
in which 40 teenagers spent several hours
chatting with and giving out sweets to
patients in the oncology, surgery and
children’s wards at Hadassah Hospital. Ein
Kerem.

Kfar Saba

Volunteers staffing booths during
Cancer Week.

Telfed Booth on Volunteer Organisation Day.

Gush Etzion

Hod
Hasharon
Netanya

Hirsh Goodman addressing Netanya AGM on the
situation in the Middle East. Ruth Omsky took
over from Cecil Shevil as Regional Chairman.

A large South African community enjoying a
Telfed communal braai.

Rishon
LeZion
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The Telfed Hod Hasharon Regional Committee
hosted the South African students on the
Na’aleh programme for a Seder Tu BeShvat.
Naáleh is a 3-year programme for high school
students from abroad. Paul Roberts (above)
hosted the evening.

Rishon Regional
Chair Beryl
Schmidt was
ecstatic at the
large turnout
for the Bingo
evening.

Ariel

Chanukah party organised by Telfed’s
newest Regional Committee.

Telfed
and the
Community
Aliyah Update
2009 closed with the arrival of seventy
olim on a Group Flight from South Africa.
They were met by Telfed Chairman Maish
Isaacson, the Telfed staff and Regional
Committee volunteers before attending
a Jewish Agency Absorption Fair. “The
Telfed booth was kept very busy, assisting
olim with their many queries,” says Dorron
Kline. Before receiving their Israeli ID
cards from Telfed director, Sid Shapiro.
the olim attended a welcoming ceremony
with Natan Sharansky, Chairman of the
Jewish Agency. Aliya from South Africa
for 2009 reached 350, up from 337 the
previous year.

PRASworthy
“We have come a long way since the
programme was started eight years ago,”

says Tzippy Katz, PRAS
Administrator. “Our PRAS
students assisting more
families and we have also
gone further afield reaching
communities in Gush Etzion and Ramat
Beit Shemesh.”
Tehila Mazal-Cohen, a former PRAS
student and currently studying medicine
in Jerusalem, “is putting her heart and
soul into the job of matching our students to those in need.”

Aliya Going Through the Roof
Since the establishment of the State
of Israel, Telfed has been involved in
the establishment of successful housing
projects in Ashkelon, Efrat, Kochav Yair,
Manof, Tzur Yigal, Modiín, and now in
Hadera. For a limited time only, “Neot
Chen”, a renowned contractor has agreed
to offer special prices for housing units
to Southern Africans in Hadera.
‘Calcalist’, a leading Israeli financial
newspaper, reports that Hadera has been

singled out by the Israeli government for
massive real estate development, including new clean industrial areas, hotels and
18,000 new housing units.

Happy Happenings
Telfed is happy to announce the welldeserved appointment of Dorron Kline as
it’s new Deputy Director. Following his
successful four years as the Aliya Shaliach
and Director of the Israel Center in South
Africa, Dorron joined Telfed as Director
of Project Development. (photo below)
Mazel Tov to Helayne and Yitschaki
Shedletzky on the engagement of their
eldest daughter Liron, and Bat Mitzvah
of youngest daughter Talia.
Mazel Tov to Nava and Gabi Lapid on
the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Noa.
Mazel Tov to Dorron and Cindy
Kline on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Ami.
Mazel Tov to Gaby Haimovitz &
Simon Nowikow on a well-earned rest.

Telfed Chairman Maish Isaacson and
Avi Koresh of Re/max Hadera, signing
a letter of understanding between
Telfed and Re/max, offering special
discount prices for Southern African.

New Telfed PRAS coordinator,
Tehila Mazal-Cohen

Telfed‘s new Deputy Director
Dorron Kline.
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Focus on Telfed

after years of sterling service volunteering in the Telfed office. “On behalf of
the Telfed family, we thank them for their
wonderful contribution to our activities,”
says Telfed Director Sidney Shapiro.
At an 86th birthday party held for Simon
at Telfed, he spoke to Telfed Magazine
about volunteering on Machal in 1948.
“When the war broke out, my brother and I joined the Hebrew Legion in
Johannesburg. going to Bachar’s Farm
for training on weekends.”
Then the day came to leave. “Our plane
stopped for four days in the Sudan where we
slept on a boat berthed on the Nile. Being
a Moslem country, we had to be alert. If
they discovered we were Jews on the way
to Israel they would likely have attacked
us. At night, we had other concerns - mosquitoes! Not sure which was worse.”
After landing at a strip “somewhere in
the north of Israel, we were taken to
a training camp.” Simon joined the 72
Battalion, 7th brigade where he saw action
in the Northern Galilee, “where some of

our boys were killed.” Simon returned
to South Africa and made aliya with his
wife and three children in 1971.

Telfed pays respects to
Mendel Kaplan
Vice-Chairman Dave Bloom represented Telfed and the Southern African community at Mendel Kaplan‘s funeral in
Cape Town last November. Bloom was
one of many who flew in from abroad
to pay their respects. “The funeral and
eulogies reflected Mendel’s larger than
life personality.”
Whilst in Cape Town, Bloom met with
Jewish communal leaders. At a meeting
of the Western Province Zionist Council
with the Director of the Jewish Agency,
Moshe Vigdor, a wide range of subjects were discussed including the ramifications of the Goldstone report, group
aliya-flights, and the threat of legal action against South Africans serving in
the IDF (See Cover Story).

Telfed Youth Food Project
If you are a teenager and would like to
start your own grocery collection project
to help families in need of groceries, Telfed
is running training sessions in Ra’anana.
This programme is suitable for students
in high school as part of their volunteer
community services. Instructions are given in simple English. Initiated by Telfed,
Lev Lara’ev is a non-profit organization
dedicated to collecting groceries for the
needy. For more information, contact Max
Grunberg at max@maxgrunberg.com, or
(054)495-3039.

Teaching the Holocaust
As part of the compulsory Holocasut
study (including Tolerance Education) in
South African schools since 2008, 22 delegates, including principals, rabbis, teachers,
librarians and curators, recently attended
a seminar on teaching the Holocaust.
“Yad Vashem was impressed with the calibre of the participants, who plan to return
in two years time for the advanced course,”

Telfed staff, (seated
l-r):Tzippy Katz, Michal
Merten, Nava Lapid,
Dorron Kline, (standing
l-r): Louise Geva,
Helayne Shedletzky,
Susan Sharon, Pinchas
Melchior, Sharon
Bernstein, Sid Shapiro,
Lena Nulman, Shalom
Menashe.

Sterling Service
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Retiring Telfed Volunteers
(left) Gaby Haimowitz, (right)Simon
Nowikow

Do you own South African artworks?
We are sourcing paintings by South African
artists, for private clients, such as:
Irma Stern,Gerard Sekoto,Jacob Pierneef,Alexis

Preller,Wolf Kibel,Cecil Skotnes, Maud Sumner,

Christo Coetzee,Walter Battiss,Sidney Kumalo,Peter
Clarke & others

Interested in evaluating, selling?

Please contact us, for discreet handling and
professional estimates.
Marlene Ferrer- Gebo Gallery
mobile: (054)462-6039

email: harriferrer@gmail.com
said Dorron Kline, who organised a meeting of the group with Partnership 2000
Beit Shemesh. “There was great enthusiasm,” continued Dorron, “to implement
partnership programmes between schools
in South Africa and Beit Shemesh.”

Telfed Vice Chairman Dave
Bloom (left) and (seated left)
Jewish Agency Director Moshe
Vigdor, meet with Cape Town
Jewish leadership.

Visiting groups
As part of Telfed’s efforts to encourage
Aliya amongst the youth of South Africa,
the leaders of SAUJS (South African Union
of Jewish Students) visiting Israel were
recently hosted recently by Telfed. They

Holocaust Education
course at Yad
VaShem.

learned of the manifold services provided
by the organisation.
Telfed arranged a full weekend programme which included a Shabbat at host
families in Ra’anana.

Over 90 students from
South African schools
toured Israel in January.
Seen here at the IDC,
Herzliya.

13

New Arrivals
JOHANNESBURG
Arons, Solomon & Ruth
Bailey, Lance
CAPE TOWN
Becker, Clifford & Merle
Datnow-Bam, Robert & Deborah, Benjamin, Charlotte
Jessica and Joshua
Chen, Sahar
Fish, Nathan
Cohen, Barry
Guinsberg, Tamara
Cohen, Hilary
Hiuo, Carli
Cohen, Kerran
Nojman, Lee
Esakowitz, Michael
Ostria, Diego & Thelma
Flood, Garith
Schneider, Bernard & Trudie
Fredman, Daniel
Serwator, Stuart
Goldblatt, Bradley
Shaskolsky, Daniel
Goldman, Brett
Weiner, Rae
Goldstein, Martin
Jegger, Jeanette
Gordon, Bradley
Chait, Alan & Rene
Greenberg, Sean

Noticeboard

EMail
Addresses

Course for Companions to the Elderly

Telfed has organized 5 courses to date, all of which have proved extremely
interesting and enjoyable to the participants, and have helped many of them
to find satisfying work as companions. If you would like to do the course,
please contact Sharon Bernstein (09)7907 801.

Telfed’s own
on-line magazine

Enjoy Telfed
Magazine?

For topical, up-to-date information
on aliyah, klitah, special projects, the
community and much more.

Only NIS 80 for the year. Send a
check to the Telfed office or phone
and pay by credit card.
Sharon Bernstein: 09-7907801

www.telfed.org.il

Pop in and see for yourself!

World Bnei Akiva
Machaneh

In the north of Israel: July 5 - July 25
Specifically aimed at Israelis, olim and
participants from abroad
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Herman, Mendel & Leah
Illos, Yosef & Cheryl, Ashira,
Jabour and Jonathan
Joffe, Rachel
Katz, Mary
Katz, Adrienne
Katz, Lorren, Dean
King, Warren
Kotzen, Candice
Lazear, Mirim
Levy, Yitchak
Lewus, Solly & Ada
Liebenthal, Amanda
Lipschitz, David & Ashira
Meents, Lester, Sylvie
Ortlepp, Johanna

For more details visit the Telfed website....

Please advise Telfed of your
email address in order to receive
Telfed e-newsletters and
updates on community events.
info@telfed.org.il

Positions Available

•Half-day managerial secretary
at the Telfed office. Essential
requirements: fluency in Hebrew
and English on a mother tongue
level, high level of computer and
organisational skills. Please email
CV’s to dorron@telfed.org.il
•An organisation has approached
Telfed with a request for a half
day social worker. Essential
requirements: fluency in Hebrew
and English on a mother tongue
level, high level of computer
skills and experience in volunteer
development. Please email CV’s to
halfdaysocialworker@gmail.com

Portal, Tom
Porter, Sean
Scheftz, Jonathan
Spungin, Solomon & Chaelee
Suskin, Ethne
Sweidan, Gareth
Tanchum, June
Tsabari, Yahel
Rosenberg, Wilf
Weinstein, Rodney & Jean
Pokroy, Morris & Fanny
Ozhekh, Shmuel & Sara
Puterman, Adir
Brooks, Daniel
Watkin, Sheldon
Tchetchik, Rachel

Telfed’s Employment Service

is always looking for good jobs for Southern African
olim, from care-givers and warehouse workers
to secretaries, medical personnel and hi-tech
professionals. If you have, or hear of, a job which
might suit an oleh, please contact Telfed.
Call Sharon Bernstein (09)790 7801
sharonb@telfed.org.il.
With your help, we can help other Southern Africans.

Call: (03)512-1222

12 Kikar Haatzmaut, Netanya; Tel: 09-8607000, Fax 09-8620719
Check out our new website:

www.shakedeal.co.il
or contact:

NIEL BOBROV
at Shaked Tours

09-8607001

Special Deals for Pesach and Summer 2010

$885

• SOUTH AFRICA: Airfares from
		
We still have seats available on El Al for World Cup 2010
• NEW Direct Flights to Basel; from

$411

• ALL CRUISES at unbelievable prices to:
Greek Isles, Europe, Scandinavia, Caribbean and Alaska.

Nuptials

For Your Travel
Requirements,
Wherever,
Whenever...
Call Hilary
Kaplan at:

09-7672404
050-5372522
hildav@netvision.net.il

Mazal Tov!

Camilla, elder daughter of Marlyn and Larry
Butchins of Kfar Saba (formerly Durban);
married Amit, eldest son of Nava and Offer
Sadot of Hod Hasharon.

Herschel, son of Solly Gutman and the late
Marsha Gutman of Cape Town, married
Natasha, daughter of Joan and Clifford Miller
of Oudtshoorn, SA

Dana, daughter of Arthur & Louise
Lipschitz of Raanana, married
Ehud, son of Tzachi & Doris Lifshiz
of Rishon Le Zion.
David (Mocatta), son of Ilana Mocatta and
grandson of Zundel and Ziporah Segal,
married Galia, daughter of Lalo and Aida
Sancovici.
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Art Scene

by David Kaplan

Sculptor Berny Fink at work on Kibbutz Yizreel.

A Space
Odyssey
in Stone
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Berny shows his work to Pinny Badash
and Stef Wertheimer.

Berny Fink’s
memorial
sculpture at
Yad VaShem.

O

ne can tour the country and come
upon familiar emblematic sculptures and be unaware that some of these
renowned creative works are by artists
within our Southern African community. An iconic example is Berny Fink’s
sculpture at Yad Vashem.
Six massive monumental granite rocks,
symbolising the six million Jews murdered in the Shoah, are placed three on
top of each to create a ‘Star of David’.
Piercing through the centre of the star
is a sword-like stainless steel rod commemorating Jewish resistance. This majestic work by Berny, selected from 90
designs in a competition in 1985 - was

a turning point in the artist’s journey.
Berny’s work today can be found across
the Israeli landscape from the desert in
the south to the green hills of the north.
The contours of his craft find a home
wherever positioned.

Zoom in on the Cosmos at an
exhibition in Omer

His most recent works are currently on
exhibit at the Open Museum at the Omer
Industrial Park in the Negev. The exhibition, entitled ‘Cosmic Seeds’, which was
opened by Israeli entrepreneur and industrialist Stef Wertheimer in October,
will run for a year.
The sheer shapes and sizes of Berny’s

work, many spherical, create the feeling
of inter-galactic travel. Yet says Berny,
“The works I make are not facts about
space but my fantasies about it.”
His works on exhibit at Omer articulate
“how small one is within the great cosmos.
Man, being so small, can not grasp the
immensity of the cosmos or the meaning
of the vast distances in space.”
Wertheimer says of Berny, who has lived
on Kibbutz Yizre’el since making aliya
in 1962, that “he immigrated to Israel
from South Africa in order to implement
Zionism in the spirit of which he was educated. A man of labor, his exploration
of themes is both profound and consistent. His exhibition here affords art lovers in general and lovers of sculpture in
particular an opportunity to experience
his most recent works, all addressing a
single theme – the cosmos.”
Friend and fellow South African sculptor David Fine from Ma’ayan Baruch,
went to the same school as Berny in
Johannesburg “which we had leave because of our opposition to apartheid.”
He describes the path leading to Berny’s
studio on the Kibbutz which is studded
with forty years of Berny’s sculpture.
“The sheer diversity and size of most of
these pieces bear witness to the abounding
energy and vitality which has become the
trademark of this tough bearded rugby
player artist.” The Jezreel valley which
forms the backdrop and background to
the sculptures “is an integral part of this
artist and his work.”
It is easy to understand why Berny’s
initial intimacy with stone arose from a
chance encounter on the kibbutz. While
working in the field, his plough struck a
rock, whose form triggered an urge to
“handle” it. He set about carving cavities
on both sides while avoiding breaking or
fissuring it. He did so and stone became
his favourite sculpting material.
The writer, while walking through the
green lawns of Yizre’el, came upon a majestic, stone ‘spherical’ sculpture of an elephant. The name Fink appeared clearly but
on closer examination it was not Berny’s
work but his son’s Omri. Stone, spherical
and shades of Africa - the artistic saga
from father to son continues.
Makes one Fink! •

Film Director Natalie Harziza

Who was
my real
mother?

N

atalie Harziza’s 50 minute
documentary ‘Lullaby’ has
been receiving rave reviews. It
premiered recently at the Tel
Aviv Cinematheque and has
been nominated for Best Israeli
Film in the emerging category at the Israeli Documentary
Forum Awards for 2009. It has
also been shown on Channel
Two, a co-sponsor of the documentary. ‘Lullaby’ relates the
story of “my two mothers” one of them Jewish South African - her
biological mother - and the other, “Rebecca, my African nanny.”
Twenty-five-year old
Natalie says “Rebecca
Natalie has a degree in Film and Arts
raised me from the age
from Sapir Academic College, Sderot and
of two, until my famis studying for her MA at the Hebrew
ily made aliya when I
University, Jerusalem. She has taught filmwas fourteen, eleven
making to different groups in Southern
years ago.”
Israel - from Sderot high school students
The movie probes
to inmates in the Beer Sheva Prison. She
the nature of mothhas represented Israel at the Clermonterhood in apartheid
Ferrand short film festival in France
South Africa. Natalie’s
and has participated in numerous film
mother pursued a caworkshops in Russia and South Africa.
reer, but could only do

continued on top of
next page
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Movie poster for Natalie Hazriri’s film, “Lullaby”.

so because Rebecca was there to care for
her children while she was at work. The
other side of this coin, “Rebecca had to
leave her own four children in the district of Pietersburg, to come work in
the big city. So instead of caring for
her own four children, she cared for the
children of others.”
While the movie “is a personal journey,
it has a universal message.” A poignant moment in the film, which included old movie snippets of Natalie as a
child was when Rebecca “was reading
to me the story of King Solomon, when
he had to decide which of two mothers who came before him, was the true

All in
the
Family
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mother of a baby.” They both appeared
loving and caring. Only when Solomon
suggested splitting the body of the child
in two so they could share in the child,
did one of them say “No, let her have it,”
clearly indicating to the ‘Wise King’, that
only a true mother would be prepared to
sacrifice her own desires for the interest
of her child.
‘Lullaby’ has also been screened at film
festivals in Paris, Milan, at the African Film
Festival in the US and will soon be shown at
the Israeli Film Festival in Cape Town. •
Anyone interested in showing Lullaby
and listening to a presentation by

“F

olk-rock is the
best way to describe my music,” says
22-year-old Maya
I s a c ow i t z of Tel
Aviv, whose first album, ‘Safe and Sound’,
came out in the latter half of 2009. The
CD, which has eleven
numbers in English
and four in Hebrew, is all her
own material.
Maya praises the “overwhelming support” she receives from her South African
parents; both inspirational, and
financial - “it is expensive to
produce an album.” Her father
Peter, also musically talented,
taught Maya to play the guitar

Maya Isacowitz
performing her “folkrock”.

at the age of fourteen.
Peter makes and sells
ethnic musical instruments in his studio-shop
‘Woodsong’ in Rosh Pina.
It’s well worth a visit.
You’ll find handcrafted
door harps, didgeridoos
(a traditional Aboriginal
In Harmony: Maya
wind instrument), Celtic
with Dad, Peter
harps, marimbas and kaIsacowitz, in his
limbos from Africa. They
studio/shop in Rosh
Pinna.
are all handmade by Peter
and he plays them all.
The Isocawitz household provided a perfect environment for daughter Maya to
grow up in and nurture her passion in
life - music.
Maya, who played in clubs in New York,
after completing her service in the IDF,
has recently been playing at clubs in Tel
Aviv and Jaffa. “It was really cool, when
my dad joined me on stage recently and
accompanied me on his harmonica.”
Asked how she compared New York audiences with those in Israel, “The audiences here are much warmer.”
She is hardly alone in expressing that
‘special quality’ of Israeli audiences.
“Every time I come here, I get so supercharged with energy,” expressed Maya
following her recent performance in Tel
Aviv. “I truly believe that Israel is the energy center of the world.” Who would
disagree with that observation? •
Listen to tracks on Maya’s album:
http://www.myspace.com/mayaisacowitz
or click to watch a video of Maya and
her cousin Shai playing a song from the
album: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=Z8GK8lfRppY&feature=related •

Just
Say
“Yebo”
I

Sounds of Africa

n Israel less than three years and
already cutting his first single, 26year-old Chanan Rosin made aliya from
Johannesburg in 2007 armed with a degree
from Wits in Economics and International
Relations. “Fascinating stuff, but not exactly my passion. Music is.” Although he
works in the field of Renewable Energy
and Energy Management, “music takes
up most of my day.” Seems to be paying off.
Together with four others, “all from
different countries in Africa”, Chanan
formed a band called Majuda, which in
Zulu means ‘The Jewish Nation’.
He took the name from a successful
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continued on next page

Chanan Rosin (far right) with his
band, Majuda-bringing the beat of
Africa to Hasidic music.

continued from page 19
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album he cut in South
Africa with his then
band called, ‘Adama
Kadmon’.
The other Majuda members are Hebrew-singer/percussionist Elad
Ne’eman, French-singer/saxophonist Raphael
Barkats, Drummer Meir
Assor, bassist Ilan Kenan
and Keyboardist David
Ada.
Chanan’s story is one
of “a white Jewish boy wrapped onto an
African mama’s back on summer afternoons,
listening to laughter and songs.” He carries with him a taste of the African people
and culture, while remaining observant and
faithful to Hassidic Judaism.” He sees himself “as a tree in the field” - uprooted and
“replanted in its ancestral land.”

Working in Jerusalem alongside his fellow band members with “similar stories
and tastes”, Majuda has produced the first
ever Afro-Jewish music spectacle in Israel.
“We sing in Zulu, Hebrew and French.
It’s Jewish music set to an African beat soul penetrating vocals accompanied by
guitars and percussion.”
The single which is being released is
called ‘Yebo’, which in Zulu means, ‘yes’.
We want to share the positive experiences
of our African roots in a Jewish way and
to Jewish, Israeli audiences.
Majuda performs frequently at Beit Avi
Chai in Jerusalem. The group plans to tour
South Africa in early 2010, Israel in the
spring, and the USA in summer. •
For more info regarding MAJUDA and
their activities, contact: Majudamusic@
gmail.com or join the facebook group
“Majuda”. •

The South African Sale
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People

As High
as a
Kite

“On Guard”
- Ralph with a
“fighting kite.”

Out of bad sometimes emerges good.

I

n 2003, Ralph Resnik from Ra’anana, suffered a severe spinal injury
and could hardly walk for a year. With time on his hands, reading
was obviously a pastime and “I came across a book on Indian Fighting
Kites.” He learnt how kites were around from about 2600BC, that the
first ‘fighter’ kites emerged in around 1000 AD and that “once a year
on the 14th January the largest kite festival in the world takes place in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India. It’s difficult to see the sky on this day, with
thousands of fighter kites entwined in battle.” Competitors try to cut the
line - covered with powered glass-based glue - of their opponents.
“It’s a highly skilled sport and in India who ever picks up
the severed kite claims ownership.”
A major sport today in the USA, “although there they touch rather than cut the lines”, Ralph joined some clubs on the internet and
“the next thing a guy from Boston sent me the material to build
a fighter kite.” In appreciation, Ralph decided to build him a kite
and being an artist, decided to paint it. This set off a chain reaction that changed Ralph’s life.
“What should I paint on the kite?” he pondered. From the drives
with his parents as a kid to the Kruger National Park they used
to stop along the way at the Ndebele villages. “I was fascinated by
the rich colour in their mural art and I decided to paint a Ndebele
design.” He then sent it by post.
Shortly thereafter, Ralph was inundated with emails asking “How
much do you charge?” What had transpired was that the Boston
fellow had flown the kite at a festival in the USA and “suddenly my
design and artwork were attracting attention.” Ralph was now in business and his Ndebele
artwork “my signature.”

That attention would soon extend to a continent the other side of the world, when he received an email from
India. “It was an all expense paid invitation, courtesy of the Indian Government to attend their festival on the
14th January 2004. A few months later I received an invitation, again all paid for to attend the Washington
State International Kite Festival.”
Ralph was now flying high. This made him reflect philosophically on a telephone conversation he had with his
father in Johannesburg when he lay on his back in Ra’anana, hardly able to move. “What had I done for God to
have so forsaken me?” he asked. “God works in mysterious ways,”
was the reply. “How right he was.” In less than a year, because of
his injury, Ralph was on a journey to becoming recognized as an
international kite artist. “I build them, I paint them, I fly them
in competitions and I am in business.”
Alan Hoffmann, Director General
There is currently a book in progress in the US about Ralph
of the Department of Education of
and his art on kites. •
the Jewish Agency, has been named

Stop Press!
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Anyone interested in learning more about Indian
Fighting Kites can contact Ralph at: (052) 2510276 or
by email at: phighter@gralphica.com •

Director General of the Jewish
Agency by a special committee of the
Jewish Agency Board of Governors.
Hoffmann, who made Aliyah to Israel
from South Africa in 1967, is the first
oleh to hold this position.

Habonim
Dror Machon
participants
from South
Africa at
memorial
service at
Kibbutz Yizreel

E

ach year in October the former chevra of Habonim
in Israel congregate at Kibbutz Yizreel at a ceremony dedicated to the memory of Dudi Silbowitz
and Niel Fried who lost their lives in the same tank
in the 1973 Yom Kippur War. The ceremony is always followed by a guest lecture by a former chaver.
This year it was Bruce Oppenheimer of Jerusalem,
who engaged the gathering in an enriching inter-active dialogue on ‘Memory’, primarily as it relates to
the Shoah. He anchored the discussion following the
reading of some of Israel’s most renowned poets.
One poem spoke of “the blank page” in life, where
the past is forgotten or suppressed.
One of the most poignant moments for the writer was
when a cousin from overseas of Dudi Silbowitz (z’l), revealed her ‘blank page’:
“Over the years I visit the kibbutz on chagim and I see Dudi’s friends’ children. Absent are always the children he would have had had he lived. As the
years march on, it will be the absent grandchildren.” Tearfully, she lamented,
“This is my Blank
Page.”
Making sure
there are no actual blank pages,
Telfed is aiming to record the lives of all those
Southern African who lost their lives in the
defence of the State of Israel. See below:

War &
Remembrance

Each year in October the former chevra of Habonim gather on Kibbutz
Yizreel:-Back Row: Dov Randel, Chaim Maloon, Shimon Zelas, John
Eliasov, Bruce Oppenheimer, Myrna Maloon, Arnie Friedman, Eli Sluszny
Front row: Milton Kaplan, Bennie Segall, Jenny Zelas

Shalom to Families of Soldiers Who Have Made the Supreme Sacrifice:

Telfed wishes to maintain contact with bereaved families in the Southern African community who have
lost a son or daughter while serving in the IDF. At present Telfed knows of 83 such families and is
in the process of updating the information, in cooperation with the Israeli Ministry of Defense.
We currently have a dossier containing known details of each of the 83 fallen soldiers
in Hebrew and we ask you, the families, to let us have additional material in English or
Hebrew, such as letters from family and friends, photographs, newspaper cuttings etc. to
complete our records. These records will be maintained in a section of Telfed’s library.
A memorial service is planned to be held at the South African fallen soldiers memorial
Commemorative monument to
in the JNF forest at the entrance to Kibbutz Lavi. The date has not yet been finalized,
Southern African fallen near Golani but we will attempt to hold it at a time that is convenient for the majority of those who
Junction (sculpture by David Fine of
wish to attend.
Ma‘ayan Baruch)
Gidon Katz has volunteered to work on this project together with Telfed and the Ministry
of Defense. He will be the contact person with the bereaved families. Please feel free to contact him at: Tel:
08- 673-0253; Email: sgkatz@bezeqint.net ; Mail: P O Box 5120 Ashkelon 78150
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People
Doctor in the House

I

f anyone needed a doctor on the 9th December at a certain
well-known restaurant in Netanya, they would have had little problem. A table of doctors from the WITS Class of ‘49 would
have been on hand.
They were there celebrating their 60th reunion and in the words
of Dr. Walter Hatchuel, “my colleagues demonstrated that they all
Doctors from WITS Class of ‘49 in Israel.
reached the age of dotage and anecdotage,” recounting amusing inl-r: Rika Hatchuel, Dr Walter Hatchuel, Dr Dov Cohen, Carmel Cohen,
cidents at medical school.
Dr Alan Nestadt, Dr. Boz Fehler, Brenda Kaplan, Dr Theo Kaplan, Dr
Attending as a guest was
Leah Civin, Dr Philip Rosen, Jessie Rosen, Daphne Josmsn, Dr Solly
Dr. Alan Nestadt, who
Josman, Dr Uri Milunsky. Seated: Yvette Fehler
qualified two years before
Boz Fehler, Dov Cohen, Walter Hatchuel, Leah Hyman (nee Civin), Solly
Josman, Theo Kaplan, Phil Rosen and Uri Milunsky. If, as Walter says,
“We are truly all proud of the heritage passed on to us by the outstanding
teachers at WITS,” Israelis can be truly thankful for the monumental contribution South African doctors have made to the advancement of medicine
in their country.

WITS ‘49

Reunions

We came, we saw, we returned

Machon ‘58

L

ast October a group of Southern Hemisphere graduates of the 1958 Lemadrichei Chutz
Le’aretz course celebrated the 50th Anniversary since they spent an enriching year in
Israel. Beryl Baleson of Hod Hasharon reports;
Represented by Habonim, Bnei Zion, Hashomer Hatzair, Bnei Akiva, Betar and Young Israel,
we were the largest group of South African youth movement
madrichim to arrive on the 1958 ‘Machon’ programme.
The morning curriculum included Hebrew, the Bible, Zionism, local
geography, sociology of the Jewish people, while in the afternoons, we participated in various “Chugim” such as, arts & crafts,
learning to play the “chalil” and choir singing, scouting and
Israeli folk dancing. Our days were full, our minds receptive to
all on offer. How we enjoyed every fortnight hiking in various
parts of Israel with the eminent Professor Ze’ev Vilnai. What
an impression it made visiting Israel’s first kibbutz, ‘Degania
Aleph’, and being addressed by the first “child” born on the
Kibbutz, who at that time was quite an elderly lady!

continued...
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This picture was taken in February 1958 at the S.A. Zionist
Federation Offices, de Villiers Street, Johannesburg, prior
to departure for Israel. l-r from back row: row 1 -Marj Rogow,
Philip Kaufman, Elmar Oddes; row 2 -??, Ralph Shaskolsky, Errol
Hackner; row 3 -Norman Marcus (with jacket) Lazer Choritz,
Shalom Zausmer; row 4 -Phyllis Shragger, Annette Goldblatt,
Beryl Juter, Doreen Schneider, Pam Koz; row 5 -Jeff Alge ?; row
6 -Shirley Hurwitz, Hirsch Sadur, ??, Joe Lucatz (Shaliach)

THINKING OF TRAVELLING?

Contact IAN

WALDBAUM

Tel. 09-7744235 day or night for efficient service and
personal help in your home. Tickets will be delivered to you.

O RGANISED TOUR SOUTH AFRI C A . M AY 2 0 1 0 . E N Q U I R E N O W

JOHANNESBURG
Family plan including Cape Town
• Australia, New Zealand and around the world from

Adults from

Children from

$507 $355

$1180

• Reduced prices to London, Europe and the Far East. Also senior citizen fares to most places.
• Packages to Prague, Greek Islands, Cyprus, Barcelona, Rome and Paris

WORLD CUP
Soccer 2010

Tickets accommodation & everything you need.
Limited availabilities. Contact Ian.

AMERICA HERE WE COME!!!
F l i g h t s t o N e w Yo r k f r o m . . .

$549

CRUISES

EARLY BIRD discounts
on all cruises. Alaska,
Fjords, Europe,
Mediterranean

plus tax & security

SHORT-TERM HOLIDAY APARTMENT, RAANANA, AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND, FULLY FURNISHED & EQUIPPED WITH
KITCHENETTE, TV SATELLITE, A/C, WIFI, GROUND FLOOR. Phone: IAN 09-7744235; ianwald@gmail.com
FOR THE BEST SERVICE CONTACT: IAN WALDBAUM

tel: 09-7744235
FOR BUSINESS, PLEASURE OR EMERGENCY, PHONE NOW
Fares do not include airport, fuel or security taxes or registration fees. Subject to availability in class of ticket with respective airline on specific flights only.

continued from page 24...
It was a wonderful time to be in Israel
coinciding with the country’s 10th
Anniversary Celebrations. The atmosphere of this young nation with parades
and people singing and dancing in the
streets following the opening ceremony
in Jerusalem’s Zion Square was mesmerizing - so different from today.
How proud we were of Israel’s achievements and its ability to survive. These
were our thoughts as the next day we
joined the multitudes of people, lining King George Street, to watch the
Military Parade.
Once our year had ended, we returned
to our countries to work as madrichim for
two years in the hope that after studies
and serving in our movements, we would
return to Israel on aliya. Many did.
We were amazed at how many people
had come on Aliya, regrettably more from
the South American countries than from
South Africa.

Mickey Blumberg

Mighty
Mickey
P

artnership 2000 for Beit Shemesh-Mateh Yehuda/ Washington/South
Africa recently paid tribute to their outgoing representative Mickey
Blumberg, for her outstanding service. Amongst her many achievements,
Mickey raised over $100,000 from WIZO South Africa which went towards women’s empowerment projects in the Beit Shemesh Mateh Yehuda
region and helped organise courses for women on how to run small businesses, computer training, mediation and women’s leadership.
In the wake of her successful Ethnic Food Festival in South Africa in
2004, four more ethnic cooking missions followed.
In 2006 Mickey organized a delegation to South Africa of musicians
from the Beit Shemesh Music Conservatory, the highlight being a performance with the Johannesburg Philharmonic orchestra.
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People

T

he Korean martial art form, Taekwondo, is today the world’s most popular martial art in terms of
numbers of participants. Since 2000 it has been an Olympic sport. 16-year-old Gili Haimovitz, son
of Ron and Stephanie of Ra’anana and the grandson of Bella and the late Mickey Alswang and Freda
and Gaby Haimovitz aspires to represent Israel in the next Olympics. ‘2009 European junior Champion
Gold medalist, Gili came second in the junior “Israeli Sportsman of the year 2009”. In March, Gili will be
flying to Mexico to compete in the World Championships and trials for the Junior Olympics to be held in
Singapore in August. Following in his brother’s footsteps or ‘kicks’, 12 year-old Gadi is the Israeli champion in his age category. Not to be outdone,
‘Savta’ Freda Haimovitz is too a frontrunner
in her category - she received in January a
Telfed Volunteer Award. (See page 4)

Gil Going
for Gold

Ra’anana Electrical Contractors
for Electrical Installations
JACKIE GORK/NACHUM FUCHS
Licensed Electricians
Repairs and Maintenance
Telephone: Jackie 052-3354060
Nachum 052-288438
Not on Shabbat

Keren Telfed

The Keren Telfed Fund was started over 25 years ago.  Donations are used to assist
members of our Southern African community in Israel during times of individual or
family need, or national crisis.  All donations are acknowledged in this column as soon
as possible after receipt thereof and are tax deductible

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Donors................................ Honorees

Channa Eidelman & family.....................................Aryeh & Batsheva Fuchs
her 80th birthday & their anniversary
Jack & Sara Goodman.............................................Keren Telfed
Cynthia Reingold....................................................Keren Telfed – for the elderly at Rosh Hashanah
Natalie Ginsberg...................................................Keren Telfed
Alon & Nira Blau....................................................Gil & Carin Greenstein on the birth of Romi
Jack & Ruth Omsky.................................................Sidney Shapiro – refuah shlemah
Bernice Pillemer....................................................Sylvia & Woolfie Frysh – 60th anniversary
Vivian Meyerowitz . ...............................................Hilda Meyer – 90th birthday
Geoffrey & Pamela Boner.......................................Lenny Blieden – special birthday
Jack & Gila Abrahamson.........................................Lionel Ger – 80th birthday
Jacky & Davina Shmueli.........................................Chucky & Ida Edelson – 80th birthdays
Hymie Casper & Leonore Shaveitsion......................Esmond Hellerman – 2nd Barmitzvah
Basil & Phyllis Swimmer.........................................Colin Gecelter – 60th birthday
Basil & Riva Sandler...............................................Jossie Sandler – 80th birthday
Brian & Andrea Armist...........................................On the occasion of Jodie’s wedding
Joe & Jose Grossman..............................................Dr B. Bradlow – 80th birthday
Anonymous............................................................Dr. Gobrin – in appreciation
Anonymous ...........................................................Lisa & Eli – in appreciation
Boz & Yvette Fehler................................................Dr. Valerie Velkes – in appreciation
Dennis & Annette Solomon....................................Hymie & Mickey Goldblatt – in appreciation
Dennis & Annette Solomon....................................John & Eileen Freedman – in appreciation
Dennis & Annette Solomon....................................Itz & Marj Kalmanowitz- in appreciation
Dennis & Annette Solomon....................................Bryan & Ruth Slater – in appreciation
Sydney & Esther Boyd.............................................Keren Telfed
Freda Essakow & Danny Sharon..............................Candy & Shai Nachum – Shaked’s birth
Jean Cohen............................................................Keren Telfed
Basil & Joyce Geller................................................Jossi & Yvonne Bortz – new home
Basil & Joyce Geller................................................Jack Omsky – special birthday
Michael & Loraine Solomon....................................Yehuda Ginati – birthday
Walter Robinson....................................................Hertzel Katz – in appreciation
Benny Rafael.........................................................Hertzel Katz – in appreciation
Netanya Regional Committee.................................Hirsh Goodman – in appreciation
Gordon Futeran......................................................Keren Telfed
Bebe Feldman........................................................Jack Omsky - special birthday
Naty & Denise Tobias..............................................Harvey & Shirley Jaspan – in appreciation
Naty & Denise Tobias..............................................Mary Bekker – in appreciation
Isaac & Maureen Lipshitz........................................Clive Lipshitz – 40th birthday
Linda Sackstein......................................................On the birth of her twin grandchildren
Jack & Sarah Goodman...........................................Vivian & Hannah Bortz – 50th anniversary
Yossie & Joan Schnour & family..............................Reuven & Doreen Karni – 50th anniversary
Bebe Feldman........................................................Annette Gordon – grandson’s Barmitzvah
Basil & Joyce Geller................................................Jack & Ruth Omsky – grandson’s Barmitzvah
Basil & Joyce Geller................................................Bebe Feldman – grandson’s Barmitzvah

Hazel & Herby Gaito,
Tehiya & Jack Harris,
Leah & Abe Isenberg,
Tamar Meyer,
Rochie & Frank Meyers,
Miriam & Eli Shiloni,
Fay & Barney Wittert,
Rochie & Chaim Zahavi
............ Sarah Paiken – 80th birthday
Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Freda Essakow & Danny Sharon,
Channa Eidelman,
Ofra & Meir Burde & family, Tamar &
Erick Drucker & family
............ Abe Gulis – 70th birthday
Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Bernice Pillemer,
Leonore Shaveizion,
Mike & Ros Ayl
............ Boz & Yvette Fehler
– 60th anniversary
Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Seymour & Ronit Hoffman
Nicky, Hila, Michael & Tamar Dubb,
Tanya & Hedley Efron,
Bernice Pillemer, Bebe Feldman
Sidney & Michele Shapiro,
Bella & Julius Melman
............ Benny Cohen – 90th birthday
Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson & family,
Gloria & Mike Simmons,
Shelley & Alan Neifeld
............ Archie Isaacson
– 87th birthday

continued on next page
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Keren Telfed
Continued from page 29

Darryl
Alter

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson,
Weil family,
Howard & Ayala Abrams
........... Darryl Alter – 50th birthday

Mandelzweig family...............................................Sim Manor – 80th birthday
Hymie & Joyce Green..............................................Hertzel Katz – on being awarded the Yakir Telfed
Stephen & Susan Levenstein..................................Keren Telfed
Dorron & Cindy Kline..............................................Michelle Kline – mazal tov on her birthday
Dorron & Cindy Kline..............................................Brenda & Geoff Kline – birthdays & anniversary
Dorron & Cindy Kline..............................................Ami Kline – mazal tov on her Batmitzvah
Dorron & Cindy Kline..............................................Ma’ayan & Shaked Kline: mazal tov on their birthdays
Debbie Aharonov...................................................Keren Telfed
Fonda Dubb...........................................................Herman Hirschman - birthday
Elma Artzee and family..........................................Philip & Margalit Kaufman - birthdays
Kaya Stern.............................................................Batmitzvah
Shraga & Sybil Jacobs.............................................Itz & Marj Kalmanowitz – new home
Neville Chiat..........................................................Keren Telfed
Kaya Stern.............................................................Batmitzvah
Bebe Feldman........................................................Jack & Ruth Omsky – grandson’s Barmitzvah
Keren Telfed...........................................................Nicky Capelouto – in appreciation

Food Parcels for Lone Soldiers/Families
Carmel & Avshalom Madmon.................................Barbara Hazut – 40th birthday
Bella Lipman..........................................................Archie Isaacson - birthday

IN MEMORIAM
Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Herzl & Shirley Levin,
Mike & Frankie Jaffe
Lennie & Selma Cartoon,
Nina & Selwyn Golomb,
............Sydney Miller
		
– 70th birthday

Sharon Bernstein...................................................In loving memory of her son, Jason
Janice Shreir..........................................................In loving memory of Alan
Fonda Dubb...........................................................Lyn Goodman, in memory of Golda Gottlieb
Cecil & Sylvia Krom & family...................................In loving memory of Herta Herman

SAM LEVIN MEMORIAL BURSARY (in memory of the late Sam Levin)
Les & Ethlee Dembo...............................................Lionel Ger – 80th birthday
Harold & Lynette Levius.........................................Cecil & Sheila Slome - honouring your volunteering

KEREN ALIZA (in memory of the late Aliza Hatchuel)
Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Ivan & Shirley Kantor,
Bernice Pillemer,
Norman Spiro & Yehudit
........... Dolores Linde
– special birthday

Martin & Michelle Wolff & family...........................Dave Bach – 60th birthday
Avraham Tal & Bev Kroser......................................Menachem Gosher – 80th birthday
Adrian & Emma Wolff.............................................In memory of Issy Kacev
Walter & Rica Hatchuel..........................................Felicia Edelstein & family:
in memory of Dr Solly Greenspan
Ziona & Eli Agulnik.................................................Miriam Aaron – 90th birthday
Henrietta & David Wolffe-David..............................Miriam Aaron – 90th birthday
Zelig Sendzul & Marvyn Hatchuel...........................Abe Gulis – 70th birthday
Kacev family..........................................................Gerald Weil - birthday

Group Donation - Keren Aliza
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David & Hilary Kaplan, Zinky & Eli Agulnik,
Janine & Danny Gelley, Philip & Debbie Zabow,
Martin & Michelle Wolff,
Ben & Carol Novis, Hilliard & Erica Hart,
Robert & Anna Jedeiken,
Stan & Sue Freedman
............ Norman Barron– special birthday

Norman
and Linda
Barron

MAYER PINCUS BAR-EL FUND (in memory of the late Mayer Bar-el)
Muriel Chesler, Jenny & Lonya Rubin................. Ruth Swade – special birthday
Freda Pincus & family........................................ Mendel & Jill Kaplan – anniversary for Cape Gate
Freda Pincus & family........................................ Robert & Sheila Kaplan – anniversary for Cape Gate

Keren Telfed Special Fundraising Drive
Sept. – Dec. 2009

PATRON - Ivan Ferrer
SPECIAL DONORS
Alice Marks
Eddy Hoffman
Allan & Carol Feinblum
Edmund & Gillian Cress & family
Anne Biderman
Elimelech Levy
Anonymous
Evelyn Rathouse
Anthony & Janine Bloch
Frank & Margaret Fabian
Avi & Rosie Hechter
Harold Joffe
Babette Kaplan
Harold Middledorf
Basil & Edith Lotzof
Herbert & Hazel Gaito
Bernard Raskin
Ilan Chasen
Bernice Lewak-Zohn
Isaac & Natalie Gilinsky
Bertha Klein
Ivor and Roni Wolf
Beryl Amihood
Jack and Cecily Reichman
Beth Protea Residents
Jeanette Hersch
Dan Saban
Joe & Phyllis Simon
Daphne Davis
Judah & Golda Kaye
Darryl & Diane Alter
Judy Kessel
David Kruss
Keevan and Cynthia Kahanovitz
Davina & Jackie Shmueli
Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson
Dot Isacowitz
Malcolm Finn
Dr. Hymie & Mickey Goldblatt
Merle Zarmi
Dr. Mickey & Sadie Symon
Michael Rothschild

Michelle Singer
Monnie & Lola Chemel
Monty Mazel
Myer Fridman
Nathan & Shirley Kansky
Norma Fisher
Oscar Solomon
Phyllis Collins
Richard & Cheryl Shavei Zion
Ros & Bernard Bak
Ruth Lurie
Samuel & Judith Rosenberg
Shirley Horwitz
Sid & Shirley Abrams
Stella & Keith Greenberg
Terrance & Tanya Klingman
Terry & Carol Kessel
Travel Technology Group
Trevor Urison
Zvi & Dorothy Pantanowitz

Group Donation
Mayer Pincus Bar-El Fund

Beryl Amihood,
Janice & Rafael Melmed,
Shirley & Charles Smith,
Helen Miller, Jenny & Lonya
Rubin, Muriel Chesler,
Pat & Moshe Zuckerman,
Lawrence & Jacky Freedman,
Sarkin & Gvili families, Sidney & Michele
Shapiro,
Sue Field & Geoff Menzer,
Janis Baskind & family, Yvonne Galombik,
Hannah & Isaac Bloch, Sharon & Shai
Tzafrir & family, Dalia & Shlomi Avidar,
Nurit Zigelman & Rina Kol, Beverley &
Amichai Levy, Chezi Chechik
............ Freda Pincus – 90th birthday

Freda
Pincus
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Cover Story
by David Kaplan

LAWFARE

A New Battleground

“We are damned if we do, damned if we don’t.”
There is a feeling that whatever Israel says or does
makes little difference these days.
The attacks in recent times have reached a
crescendo, no longer on the battlefield but in the
media, international forums, universities, NGOs
- the list goes on and on. Prof. Gerald Steinberg has
articulated this as a “new kind of warfare - if you
can’t beat us on the battlefield, then you attack us
somewhere else,
and when we fight
back, you attack
the legitimacy
of our response.”
Described today
as “Lawfare”, it is
waged via the use
of international
law to attack
an opponent
ostensibly on
‘moral’ grounds,
with an objective
of winning a public
relations victory.
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David Benjamin, former legal
advisor to the IDF.

C

oncurrent with the unfolding drama
of the Goldstone Commission and
its report, another more personalized drama was being played out relating
to members of our community. A group
of South African lawyers, confident that
the Report paved the way for a legal case
against South African citizens who may
have fought for the IDF during Operation
Cast Lead, mounted a highly publicized
campaign to investigate these citizens
and prosecute them on South African
soil for war crimes and crimes against
humanity. The lawyers, all Muslim, are
representing two civic organizations,
The Media Review Network and the
Palestinian Solidarity Alliance.
“This is not a Muslim-Jew thing,” asserts Feroze Boda, the group’s spokesman. He says “we have identified over
75 South Africans” and believes “there
is prima facie evidence against all of
them.” Supporting these prosecutions is
South African legal heavyweight, John
Dugard, the former UN special rapporteur for human rights, who is acting as
legal counsel.
The only one who has been publicly
named is David Benjamin who served in
the IDF International Law Department
and had been up until 2005, Legal
Advisor to the IDF in Gaza. While in
South Africa in October 2009 - invited
to attend the Limmud conferences in
Cape Town, Durban and Johannesburg
- he was suddenly confronted with the

accusation in the local media of being a
war criminal. There were demonstrations
outside of the venues where he participated and there was even the concern
that he might be arrested.

• In an exclusive interview, East Londonborn Lt. Col. (Res.) David Benjamin,
Adv spoke to Telfed Magazine:

?

What was your role during
operation Cast Lead?
That’s the irony; I was on holiday in Cape
Town when the operation was launched.
Clifton beach is a continent away from
Gaza, but that is where I was when the
news of the conflict broke.

the jurisdiction to investigate based on
the ‘dual citizen’ issue. The argument
goes that if people hold dual citizenship,
i.e. Israeli as well as South African, this
could provide the jurisdiction to investigate. The ICC had not previously addressed the Israel-Palestinian conflict
because Israel was not a signatory to
the Rome Statute and the Palestinian
territory is not recognised as a state.
[The Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court, which came into force in
July 2002, provides a permanent international tribunal to prosecute and punish
individuals who commit genocide and

?

Why are they ‘gunning’ for you?
Because they knew I had been a
legal advisor to the IDF and so they
went on the headline rather than the
facts. I returned to Israel in January,
while the conflict was in progress.
What, do you think the Gaza operation was waiting for me to return to
offer counsel? It’s ludicrous.
Although I fully endorse the legal advice that was given to IDF commanders
in Cast Lead, it so happens that I personally had no role in this as I was already
well into my retirement leave. However,
the Israel-bashers would never let themselves be confused by the facts!

?

You are the only name they have
released. What about the others?
Look, I don’t believe they have a case
against anyone. As I said, the legal merits are not the issue. They are using the
law as a political tool. It’s an effective,
public way to bash Israel. This has less
to do with law and fact and everything
to do with politics.

?

How far legally do you foresee
they will proceed?
Well, a delegation from South Africa
went to the International Criminal Court
(ICC) and met with the Chief Prosecutor
there who accepted the idea that he had

for-hire types in a number of conflicts
throughout Africa. To play ‘world policeman’ has a price. There have been
large numbers of South Africans employed as so-called ‘security personnel’
in Iraq, (Ed note: some reports indicating over 1000 at one time) and then you
have on the other side, for ideological
or religious motivations, South African
Muslims who volunteered to fight for
the Mujahedeen in Iraq, Pakistan, Sudan
and Afghanistan.

?

Are they going to investigate all
these cases?
With local crime reaching staggering levels, it’s not that South
African courts are looking for extra work!
Anti-Israel protests in South Africa
during Cast Lead.

?

serious international crimes.] But with
South Africa being a signatory, and having enacted laws to that effect, it could,
so the argument goes, arrest and prosecute individuals for alleged war crimes
and crimes against humanity, which is
why lawyers like Boda are confident
they can set up a war crimes court in
South Africa.

?

To what extent has South Africa
an appetite to pursue this?
I do not believe the SA government
would want to import the IsraeliPalestinian conflict into its courtrooms.
With all the attention and investment it
would require, they don’t need it. Apart
from provoking tensions between the
Jewish and Muslim communities, it will
hurt their international relations,
The legislation in South Africa regarding service in foreign militaries came in
the wake of the rise of South African
mercenaries - the ‘Blood Diamond’ guns-

Surely African countries
would also not welcome
their southern neighbour poking
its nose into their affairs?
Absolutely not. They would resent
it. Some of the countries north of the
Limpopo are the worst transgressors
of human rights and the last thing they
want is for their crimes to be exposed in
South African courts. Not that I have a
problem with this, but this would hardly help South Africa’s foreign relations
in Africa!

?

If underlying the attacks is more
political than legal, how does
one respond?
One needs to point out the potential
ramifications for other countries of going after Israel. If Israel - a true democracy which upholds the Rule of Law, has
a highly developed legal system and takes
human rights seriously – is to be placed
in the dock, a precedent would be established that could lead to the politicised
legal hounding of other democracies facing armed conflicts and terrorism.
continued on next page

activities of the military.
Practically anybody — an
individual Palestinian or a
Human Rights organisation
— can petition our Supreme
Court against any act by the
military. This is unheard of
elsewhere in the world.

?

If one had to conduct a comparative
study of Israel’s conduct in armed conflict with other Western countries like
the USA and the UK, never mind Russia,
Georgia, Sri Lanka, Yemen, Saudi Arabia
and many others, Israel will come out
way ahead.
We are the only country in the world
where the courts closely supervise the
Lt-Col. (Res.) David Benjamin, Adv. is an
International Law Consultant and specialist in
the Law of Armed Conflict and Counter-Terrorism.
Born in South Africa he immigrated with his
parents to Israel in 1989. His father, Rabbi Myer
(Sonny) Benjamin served as the rabbi of Temple
Israel in Wynberg.
He holds a Master’s Degree in Law from Tel Aviv
University (TAU) as well as Bachelors’ degrees in
Political Studies and Law from the University
of Cape Town.
He retired from full-time active service in
February 2009 after 17 years in the IDF Military
Advocate-General’s Corps.
A much sought-after speaker, Lt-Col. Benjamin
has lectured extensively and has frequently been
called upon to brief diplomats, politicians, military leaders, journalists, academics, foreign representatives and international organizations on
issues of International Law as they pertain to
Israel. Benjamin is married with three children
and resides in Modi’in.
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What about the USA
or the UK?
It is unthinkable for a citizen in Iraq to file a petition
to a court in the UK relating to some military action. In the USA, it was only recently
that the Supreme Court began looking
at Guantanamo - until then, no court in
the USA would look at issues of military
activity carried on outside the borders
of the country. Israel is the only country whose Supreme Court is prepared to
take on these issues.
You have to know that the accountability of our military is probably the
highest in the world, because every
commander knows that his every decision is potentially reviewable by the
Supreme Court.

?

How does this assertion hold up
to Cast Lead?
The Goldstone Report is derogatory
about our internal investigations; “It
does not meet international standards,”
it says. I agree! The international standards are lower than ours.

?

What’s your position on the
Goldstone Report?
One should be open to hearing testimony recording the destruction and suffering. It covered an armed conflict and
armed conflicts are about suffering and
destruction. The Goldstone commission
is right to say it should be investigated,
but we knew this already. We are investigating as this is a requirement of our
own laws and standards.
While about half of the nearly 600 page
report deals with the Gaza operation, the

balance amounts to little more than padding. It’s about the “wider context” and
“Israel’s human rights abuses” generally
- in short, the Palestinian narrative, onesided, rehashed, cut-and-pasted and contrived to make Israel look bad. The fact
that the report accuses us of systematically and deliberately targeting civilians
is outrageous and is not supported by the
facts. The Commission’s methodology of
hearing testimony, viewing damage and
then deducing, based on the professionalism of the IDF, that the damage was the
result of an intentional assault on civilian targets is not only shoddy reasoning
– it is an affront to the truth.

?

On a personal level, how did you deal
with the media coverage in South
Africa? Did you feel in any danger?
I was invited to South Africa to talk
at the Limmud Conferences in the three
major cities. My subject was international law and Israel and specifically, Gaza,
where I had been the legal advisor to
the IDF until 2005.
Inside the lecture halls it was fine - the
atmosphere was cordial. The problem
was outside. It all started a week before
Limmud; I was in Plettenberg Bay and
received a call from one of the Limmud
organisers, who said, “Don’t panic, but
look at page two of the Sunday Times.”
It was a surreal feeling opening the paper, while relaxing on holiday with one’s
family, to suddenly read about this war
criminal and discovering that it’s you
they are writing about.
The last few days in Johannesburg became ugly; there were demonstrations
outside but I was well looked after by
the local security. On the other hand,
I was so warmly received by members
of the Jewish community that this more
than compensated for the unpleasantness
caused by those out to get me.

?

Are you planning return visits to
South Africa?
I don’t have any immediate plans to experience South Africa’s arresting beauty!

כשר

er

Kosh

We wish all our customers Chag Pesach Kasher V’Sameach

MEATLAND SUPERSTORE

the “MEATING” place for more than just real meat
Boerewors, biltong and droëwors
“The Real Thing”

Meatland Catering
(Meat, Parev, Fish and Chalavi)

Buy now for Pesach
Prepared food from our kitchen is unfortunately sold out
Otherwise, our shelves are full for Pesach
Visit our store and see our extensive range of Pesach products.
1 Bar Ilan Street
Corner Ahuza, Traffic light no. 8
Raanana
1-hour free parking with purchases of over 60 NIS.

TEL: 09-7410881
FAX: 09-7423142

In Memoriam
Mendel Kaplan

The Telfed
chairman Maish
Isaacson, members
of the Executive,
the Director and
Staff express
heartfelt
condolences
to families whose
loved ones have
passed away in
recent months:
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Cecil Abrams, Johannesburg
Mildred Albert, Protea Village
Rachel Amdur, Ramat Hasharon
Sheila Been, Protea Village
Bobby Beinart, Ashkelon
Goldie Berg, Johannesburg
Elkin Brown, Netanya
Hannah Cohen, Jerusalem
Rhoda Dorfin
Yona Elkaim Netanya

Cyril Fine, Petach Tikva
Leib Frank, Herzliya
Solly Friedman, Haifa
Solly Greenspan, S.A.

Herta Herman, Kibbutz Gal-ed
Debby Hershberg, Hod Hasharon
Mendel Kaplan, Jerusalem & Cape Town
Roslyn Joffe
Stella Joffe, Herzliya

Cecilia Kramer, Herzliya
Ran Lapid, Kibbutz Tzora
Fred Levy, Ramat Hasharon
Harry Mann, S.A.
David Mendel, Ra’anana
Cynthia Mendelsohn, Netanya
Gus Ostrin Ra’anana
Liebe Rubin, Jerusalem
Alec Sadowsky, Ra’anana
Ernest Samson, U.S.A.
Sam Savitz, Johannesburg
Naomi Schuck
Dora Schwabsky, Herzliya
Hymie Segal, Beth Protea
Janine Selesnick, Haifa
Aviva Shatzberg (née Segal), Kibbutz Tzora
Morris Shifrin, Herzliya Bet
Rochelle Shufleder, Arad
Havis Stein, Haifa
Maurice Tucker, Ra’anana

He was all smiles as he shook hands and hugged his fellow Southern Africans. The occasion - his last official public appearance before his passing last November - was the
Southern African group ‘aliya flight event’ at the Kotel organized by the Jewish Agency and Telfed. Together with
Natan Sharansky, Mendel was welcoming each immigrant
as they come up and collected their ID documents.
He looked truly happy. For this citizen of Israel and
resident of Jerusalem, ‘Aliya’ had been at the core of
his tenure as Chairman of the Jewish Agency (19871995) where he oversaw the mass immigration from
the former Soviet Union and Ethiopia - salvation sagas worthy of biblical comparison. In a span of eight
years, Israel’s population grew by over one fifth and
history may one day record that this was the emblematic period when Israel was transformed into a state,
“whose future” in the words of Abba Eban, “will be
longer than its past.”
Mendel was known to think quickly and find solutions in tight situations. The rescue of Ethiopian Jewry
rested precisely on this quality. While Israeli planes
were circling the skies of Addis Ababa in May 1991
and some 15000 Jews were circling the Israeli embassy
waiting to be bussed to the airport, rebel forces were
closing in on the besieged capital. Time was running
out and a massacre of Jews was a catastrophe waiting
to happen. The plan began to unravel when the new
Head of State, Lt. General Kidan would not allow the
Jews to leave until an agreed sum of $35 million had
been paid into a private account. “We had a standoff,” Mendel explained in a previous interview with
the writer. “We were reluctant to release the money
before our people were airborne.”
Mendel, who was in France at the time, came up with
a brainwave. He instructed his negotiator, Uri Lubrani,
to suggest making payment at the closing time of the
Federal Reserve Bank in New York: “because of the time
difference, half our people would be on the way to Israel.”
Kidan agreed and within 36 hours, 14310 Jews, including
eight babies born along the way were airlifted to Israel
in 37 planes.
Mendel’s fascination with Ethiopian Jewry never waned
and each year, his family foundation awards scholarships to
Ethiopian students - as well as Druse students - to study
at universities in Israel.
When an old local church in St James sent condolences
to the Kaplan family, it emerged that Mendel had been its

Mendel Kaplan, z’’l

largest contributor. This
came as little surprise.
Championing causes close
to his heart never deflected
this universal man’s attention to the personal needs
of others.
Mendel’s trajectory from businessman
to philanthropist and to world Jewish
leader was impressive. As a philanthropist
he was guided by an anecdote, related at the
funeral by his son David, concerning one of
the European Rothschilds who was asked
how much he was worth. “Seventeen million dollars,” was the reply. “Surely more,”
the fellow persisted.
“You asked my worth and this is the sum I
have donated to charities. I am worth what
I give away, not what I retain.”
This anecdote was Mendel’s Magna Carta
as he set about revolutionizing fundraising
strategies first in his native South Africa and
then globally. The impact was enormous.
From holding most of the key leadership
positions in the South African Jewish community, Mendel’s rapid trajectory took him
all the way to top positions in the global
Jewish world. The Commonwealth’s Chief
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks said of Mendel,
“I saw him steer organizations and resolve
tensions with wit and humour, subtle diplomacy and an overreaching sense of direction. I valued his advice more than that of
any other lay leader I know. He was a living
textbook on how to manage an otherwise
unmanageable people.”
Over the years Mendel enjoyed a close relationship with Telfed. When in the early
1990’s he could be seen cutting the ribbon
inaugurating a project between JAFI, Kibbutz
Tzora and Telfed - offering the final two
years of schooling to students from South
Africa who came without parents - it encapsulated his passion for education.
Recognising that Jewish education was
critical to Jewish survival, one of his many
investments in this regard was his establish-

Mendel addressing new
South African olim at the
Western Wall.

ment of the Isaac and Jessie Kaplan Centre
for Jewish Studies and Research at UCT.
Each year he sponsored scholarships in South
Africa to the children of his employees and
in Israel, to Drusim and Ethiopians. He studied the Mishna and financed its translation
into English.
Despite the demands of running a crosscontinent steel enterprise, he read widely,
studied deeply and wrote nine books.
Recording the journey of his family from
Lithuania to South Africa in his book ‘From
Shtetl to Steelmaking’, Mendel never forgoes
the values of his roots and so writes a second
book, ‘From Steelmaking to Shtetl’, where
he revisits the past and explores the beauty
of our collective Litvak heritage. Imbued
with his discoveries, he establishes the Isaac
& Jessie Kaplan Jewish Museum in Cape
Town. Replicating shtetl life with life-size
structures of homes, cobbled streets, classrooms and synagogues, Mendel reproduced
to the last detail, the well that stands today
outside a once-owned family farmstead near
Riteva. The museum, its façade appearing
as Jerusalem stone, is an inter-active learning centre recording the enriching legacy
of the South African Jews who came from
Eastern Europe and their contributions to
South Africa in business, art and culture,
academia, community life, sport, Zionism
and the struggle against apartheid.
In Israel, his family foundation sponsored
the Old Yishuv Court Museum in the Old
City, recording Jewish life there in the 19th
century and the spectacular City of David
dig opposite the Dung gate. “The remnants
here embody the unique and eternal tie between Jerusalem and the Jewish people, a tie

which has no parallel in the history of nations,” he expressed on a family tour there
on his 70th birthday, three years ago.
The Jewish world was shocked at Mendel’s
sudden passing. Why so soon?, people questioned. Rabbi Tanzer gave the answer at
Mendel’s funeral. “Mendel was taken too
young, but look what he packed into his 73
years. Few could have done or achieved what
he did if they had lived to be 200.”
Mendel like a revered biblical character lived
to an age measured by his deeds rather than
the number of years he dwelled among the
living. Telfed expresses heartfelt condolences to his wife Jill, and his children Sharon,
David, Oren, Romi and families.
David Kaplan

Leib Frank
Telfed’s second Director Leib Frank
passed away in January at age 91. His
tenure (1962-1978) covered an eventful
period for Telfed.There was the increased
immigration from South Africa following ‘Sharpeville’; the Six Day War, when
Telfed representatives traveled the country visiting the many Southern Africans
volunteering on kibbutzim; and the Yom
Kippur War, which tragically cost the
lives of 17 young Southern Africans.
It was also a farsighted era when funds
raised in South Africa were used to create scholarships enabling Telfed til this
day to award some 400 scholarships each
year. Aliya peaked the year before Leib
left office at 1400 olim in 1977.
continued on next page
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Leib Frank z’’l

Former Telfed Director Leib Frank meeting with
then Prime Minister David Ben Gurion.

Leib was among the founding members
of the Hashomer Hadati (the forerunner of
Bnei Akiva) in South Africa. In 1940 he
volunteered for the South African army and
lost his right leg fighting in the Battle of
El Alamein. (See full story on Leib’s war exploits
in Telfed January 2003) He never complained
about his disability; indeed only his closest family was aware of it.
In 1949 Leib was appointed Director of
the Rhodesian Zionist Federation and in
1961, he made aliya with his wife Luffy and
four children. The following year he took
over from Sam Levin as Telfed Director.
Leib’s life was one of devotion to Zionism
and the Southern African community in
Israel. Thousands of South Africans who
made Aliyah during the 1960’s and 70’s
benefitted from his professionalism and
caring manner.
Telfed expresses heartfelt condolences to
Gillam and Mavis Keinan-Frank, Lironne
and Ofer Bar-Sadeh, Barbara GrancellFrank and grandchildren.
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Cynthia
Mendelsohn
(nee Goodman)
z’’l

Solly Friedman
If Telfed’s raison d’être is helping our
fellow Southern Africans, then Solly was
a branch of Telfed before there was a
Telfed. Prior to its establishment in 1948,
who was to help Southern African olim
other than fellow compatriots who preceded them? One such person in Haifa was
Solly who arrived in 1934 after graduating in law at UCT and built up one of
the most prestigious legal practices in
Israel, with clients such as Solel Boneh
and Zim shipping lines. His firm enjoyed
an international reputation in maritime
law. For Southern Africans needing advice, Solly was one who knew the ropes.
“He was my lawyer,” says 93 year-old
Doreen Guinsberg, who recalls serving
with Solly on the Haifa Telfed Committee
following her aliya in 1959.
In an interview with the writer some
years ago, Solly spoke of some of his
early maritime cases involving the
British Mandate Authority impounding ships accused of transporting ‘illegal immigrants’.
Solly was proud of “never missing a
day of work”, despite the turbulence of
the Arab Revolt (1936-1939). “I used to
dart between the bullets in the street to
get to my office.” One of that “Special
Breed” of early pioneers Solly will be
well remembered and missed.
Telfed expresses heartfelt condolences
to children Ariela Friedman, Rena Feigin,
Benny Friedman and their families.

Cynthia Mendelsohn

A member of the Central Executive of the
Bulawayo Zionist Society, Cynthia became
President of the Women’s Zionist Council of Central Africa. Over the years she
was a tireless organizer and fundraiser for
WIZO as well as Carmel School, where
she served on the PTA and Board of Governors.
A fervent Zionist, Cynthia in 1979, together with her late husband Jessel and
daughter Suzanne, came on aliya and set-

tled in Netanya. In addition to working
as a full time pharmacist at both Laniado
and Pardesiya Hospitals, Cynthia was
Chairlady of Friends of Maon Lenachim
for many years and involved herself in
fundraising, catering for Ladies’ Day and
the Maon pharmacy. She also immersed
herself in teaching English voluntarily
to Russian immigrants.
Telfed expresses heartfelt condolences to Cynthia’s family [A full tribute by
Carmie Arenson on the Telfed website. www.telfed.org.il]

Fred Levy
Telfed mourns the passing of one of
its early Financial Administrators, Fred
Levy, who served during the stirring days
of Israel’s early years.
In 1961, Fred accompanied Telfed
Chairman Israel Dunsky and Director
Sam Levin on a visit to the ‘old man’ on
kibbutz Sde Boker. The purpose of the
visit was to persuade Ben-Gurion to visit
South Africa. Knowing B-G’s distaste for
pomp, the ‘Telfed troika’ carefully dressed
in chalutz attire and so was surprised to
be greeted by the former Prime Minister
in a dark lounge suit and tie.
“At Paula’s insistence,” all three immediately suspected. Following on from this
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Plumber

RELIABLE RENOVATIONS

24-hour express service

Telephones
•

•Expert in locating and
repairing leaks

(direct)

050-5308104
•
(09)7749016
•
(09)7715556

•Bathroom renovations
•Installation of hot water
boiler systems and geysers
•Agreements with all
insurance companies

For over twenty years Philip Symon has been
synonymous with reliability and expertise.
Join his long list of satisfied clients and bring a touch of
class to your home.
Call today for free advise and/or quotes.

(054)4315005, philip_symon@hotmail.com

Rabco

property management

Philip Symon, always the perfectionist, brings you
the latest techniques for upgrading, refurbishing and
maintaining your property.

&

consultants ltd.

Exclusive villa for Sale in
Kochav Yair
•Centrally located •250m 2 on 660m 2 plot

Jack Rabin

• Property Consultants
• Property Portfolio Management
Toyota Towers, Yigal Alon St. Tel Aviv
POB 20395, Tel Aviv 61203
Tel: 03-624-1718 Fax: 03-624-1798

•4 bedrooms
•Expansive 120m 2 living area incl. kitchen
•Well-kept garden with Jacuzzi for 8

Contact:
Jacob Grossman 054-2109410
jacob401@gmail.com

POPE-GERI
INSURANCE
E

NC
R
FO ELLE
C
EX

car and house insurance

- English Summary medical and life insurance

countrywide (09)862-4824
momentous visit, the Negev kibbutznik
would again find use for his suit when
he addressed the Jewish communities in
South Africa. Fred administered Telfed’s
finances during an exciting period of increasing aliya from Southern Africa where
the ‘Fed’ initiated a wide range of projects
to meet new challenges.
Telfed expresses heartfelt condolences
to wife Sonia and sons Jonathan, Michael,
Gil and their families.

Bobby Beinart
From the time lawyer Bobby Beinart
made aliya in 1978 directly to Ashkelon
from Johannesburg with wife Leora, he
became active in the local community. He
had a reputation: “Nothing was too much
to ask of Bobby.”
Renowned for his voluntary work, “Every
Ashkeloni knew his name, from officials in
the local municipality to the modest immigrant, regarding information on the legalities of purchasing a property,” said Les
Moskowitz, who served with him for many
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years on the Telfed Regional Committee.
Telfed expresses heartfelt condolences to wife
Leora and children Jonathan and Mira.
Susan Sharon

Classifieds
Accommodation

Holiday Apts, Ra’anana, Herzliya Pituach,
Jerusalem and Netanya, website www.rentisrael.com , info@rentisrael.com (050)711-7967
voip (416)630-9639 skype caryfox1
Holiday Apartments - Ra’anana: modern, central, fully-furnished and equipped.
Sleeps 6/8, 2 bathrooms, central air-conditioning. Short-term rentals available. Contact
Ralph: (054)429-1455/6, (09)749-3399, Not
Shabbat.
B & B in Centre of Ra’anana. Double
Room + own bathroom in lovely apartment.
Tel: (077)210-3230, (052)676-5517. annhlevin@hotmail.com
Ra’anana: 2 roomed furnished apartments,
short and long term. Great location. Also
available either weekly or monthly: Daniel
Hotel, Herzliya, Studio apartment with lovely
sea view. Tel: (09) 774-2303, Fax (09) 7717202. Not Shabbat.
Accommodation to let in Ra’anana: 3roomed holiday apartment, furnished, including use of gym and pool, short or long
term. (050)792-4473.

Antique Clock Repairs

Antique Clock Repairs: I repair and make
new parts for your old or antique clock. I am
a specialist in this field! Countrywide Service.
I also buy and sell classic and unique clocks.
Susan (09)772-9222, (052)243-0040.

Art for Sale

Beautify your home. Acquire lovely paintings on diverse subjects and techniques by
the well-known South African artist, Barbara
Driman living in Israel. Affordable prices.
Phone Barbara 03-6357718 or Terry 0543073093, DrimanT@Hotmail.com

Beauty Services

Professional Beauty Services, Hair and
Makeup for any occasion … at any location.
www.beautyservices.co.il; bettysharvit@gmail.
com; Betty: (052)2762515

Catering
Shirley’s Deli: Special Menu for Chagim Home made cooking, includes: Fish, Herrings,
Soups, Salads, Meats, Turkey, Roast Beef,
Brisket, Chopped Liver, Kugels, Pies and
Puddings. Delivery to Ra’anana. 8 Nitza
Blvd. Netanya. (09) 887-5043/4.
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Fonda’s Catering - catering for all occasions. Offering certified Kosher catering from
Fonda’s at Meatland for all your catering needs
from Britot to Weddings. For further information, contact Nicky 052-8488678.
Saidels Artisan Bakery is now distributing in Raanana, Kfar Sava, Givat Ze’ev, Bet
Shemesh and Ramat Bet Shemesh. For authentic, rustic, healthy, delicious, handmade
bread and pastry, baked in a brick oven, visit
http://saidels.com or call (09)7941222.

Computer
Israel’s PC doctor, complete PC, Network,
& Internet Support – House calls day or
night; Expertly solving all computer problems; repairs, sales, upgrades & instruction,
Microsoft & CompTIA Certified; 19 years experience. Free consultations & advice. Remote
& Onsite Support. References available – see
website. Contact Beau: 054-772-6239, beau1@
techie.com; www.israelpcdoctor.com

Counselling
Improve relationships - marital, family
and individual counselling. Trauma de-briefing. Loss and grief work. Building self-esteem and teaching social and problem-solving
skills for teens. Jackie Galgut 054 9762513.
(Counselling social worker)
I offer a collaborative, compassionate
approach that helps my clients discover
their hidden strengths and find new, effective solutions to long-standing challenges.
I have over fifteen years of clinical experience, specializing in individual, family, and
couple relationship difficulties, youth behavior problems, and parenting issues. Call
Naamith Heiblum for a free phone consultation (054)226-6207.

Electrician

Shimon’s Services - For all your electrical and household appliances: repairs,
instillation and maintenance, in Modiin,
Jerusalem, Beit Shemesh and the Sharon
Areas. For friendly and reliable service call
Shimon Zack, (054)245-6448 (052)295-3717,
(08)970-7194. Not Shabbat.

Handyman

Your handyman for all your home maintenance requirements in the Sharon Area:
•Painting •Plumbing •Electrical •Carpentry
•Fencing •General Repairs •Pergolas. For a
free quotation, call Craig (052)867-5235

Personalised Stickers

Hadbek-Oti: Tired of searching for the
perfect gift? It is small, attractive and useful. Visiting friends with a bottle of wine,
box of chocolates - what better to stick on
then your own personalized sticker. Also
perfect as a gift to someone local or abroad.
We also do Personalized Greeting Cards.
For more information, please contact Hilary
Kaplan (050)5372522 or Shelley Ashkenazi
(052)6865568.

Sewing Machines

Repairs on all makes of sewing machines
and overlockers. Big discounts on new machine
prices. Trade-ins accepted. Free advice and
help gladly given. Jock Kahn (09)7741568,
(052)4572113

Shaiatsu & Acupuncture

Treatments from fully accredited therapist. Do you suffer from orthopaedic pain,
headaches, sleep disorders, stress-related
conditions or other complaints? Why not
do something about it? Call ILAN KATZ
(052)333-0605 - who, with over seven years
of highly successful experience, has now
opened a clinic in Ra’anana.Special terms
for first time patients.

Taxi Service

To and from Johannesburg International
(Tambo) Airport. Highly recommended,
very reasonably priced, reliable service from
Arnie Buchman. Home 11 454 1193, Mobile
082 447 0185, Fax 11 844 7716 or
pearlw@absamail.co.za

We Want

Any China, household goods, tableware, silver plate, glassware, bric-a-brac or small furniture that you can live without? Or moving
house? We’ll make you an offer you can live
with. Call Sol or Lorraine, Gallery Lauren,
83 Sokolov Street, Ramat Hasharon. Tel.
(03)540-9481.

