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but changing mindsets.” 

While elsewhere there were pitched 
battles, in Israel, protesters 
pitched tents. 

And who says Israel has not 
been supporting the Arab Spring? 
Issues apart, what has truly em-
powered the rise of  the com-
mon man from Morocco to 
Damascus has been a technol-
ogy much of  it the product of  
Israeli Research & Development. The 
cellphone, today’s WMC – ‘Weapon of  
Mass Communication’ - was developed 
in Israel by Motorola-Israel. Motorola 
built its largest development centre 
worldwide in Israel.

Keeping up with the pack, ‘The Fed’ 
too has been riding this techno-wave  
- see Cover Story, ‘Telfed Goes Hi-
Tech’. “We are making huge strides in 

Facebooking the Future

SUPPORT YOUR MAGAZINE
We hope you enjoy Telfed Magazine. Three times a year we bring to you stories and images 
ranging from Telfed’s activities and projects, community news, politics, business, the 

arts, sport, student life, activities 
and achievements of our younger 
generation and Israel-Southern Africa 
relations. Telfed Magazine needs your 
support - please help by making a 
donation towards production costs. 
We would appreciate an annual 
contribution of NIS 80, but feel free to 
send in any amount you wish. Whatever 
you send will help to ensure that every 
member in our special community 
receives Telfed Magazine. Fill in the 
coupon in the flyer enclosed in this 
copy of your magazine and return to us 
with either your credit card details or a 
cheque, made out to SAZF (Israel).

reaching out to our global Southern 
African community,” says Telfed’s 

new Chairman, Dave Bloom. 
“Interestingly, we are now 
receiving more hits to our 
Telfed website from the USA 
than South Africa.” Although 
nothing should be too sur-
prising! “We have hits from 
Beijing to Bogota interested 
in our braaivleises and Telfed 

scholarships!”
a

In our mad rush to embrace the future, 
there are times we need to pause and 
celebrate our illustrious past. Such was 
recently the case in the belated recogni-
tion of  one of  the South African Jewish 
community’s finest leaders – Isaac 
Ochberg. His contribution in saving 
Jewish lives and then in 1937, leaving 

Editorial
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Visiting students 
from South 

Africa enjoy a 
copy of Telfed 

Magazine.

continued on next page

On the 18th of  October Israel came 
to a standstill. 

Life froze on pavements, in offices and 
in living-rooms as most the country’s 
citizens downed tools ‘to attend’ a fam-
ily affair - Gilad Shav Habaita (Gilad 
Coming Home). Pain and price were 
traumatically held in check, as the na-
tion coalesced into one family for the 
‘homecoming.’ Nowhere was this en-
folding drama more evident than on 
Facebook where local internet traffic 
broke all records. 

The year 2011 saw the Middle East 
experience tumultuous change, much of  
it fuelled by the Internet and its exu-
berant offspring – Facebook. Regional 
dictators that ignored the writing on the 
‘wall’ - Facebook parlance - paid dearly 
as their tanks took on Twitter.

All yesterday’s men, the survivors 
will exit 2011 perplexed how their 
lumbering military hardware found 
worthy adversaries in a young genera-
tion armed with little more than their 
cellphones and PCs.

In a world that can change course 
between dinner courses, the ‘real’ rev-
olution of  2011 has been the revolu-
tion in communication – the means to 
instantly mass engage and empower 
the people.

Covered in this issue’s ‘Summer 
of  our Discontent’ (page 26), Israel 
too had a surprising 
‘revolution’ fueled no 
less by the Internet. 
It was fundamentally 
over socio-economic 
issues, and as one 
student told Telfed 
Magazine - distanc-
ing Israel from what 
had been happening 
elsewhere in the re-
gion -  “our revolu-
tion was not about 
changing governments 



Beneath the surface
Dear Editor

Recently qualifed from the prepara-
tory naval course for entrance to the 
submarine corps of  the Israeli Navy 
were the identical twin sons of  a 
former South African who made aliya 
in November 1977. This was the first 
time that twins had served simultane-
ously in the submarines. Their amaz-
ing resemblance created problems for 
their officers who could not distinguish 
between them and demanded that one 
should grow a beard.

They now have to complete anoth-
er three years of  service, but, as re-
quired, they will serve on different 
submarines.

This story created considerable inter-
est in the media, and the twins were 
interviewed on Channel 10. 

Proud Grandfather. Protea Village.

[Ed note: All names withdrawn for security 
reasons.]

Free Ride
The Connex bus 

service serves Modiin 
and a multitude of  
cities around the country. I 
recently boarded the bus and to my 
horror discovered that I had forgot-
ten my wallet at home.

I immediately scanned the faces of  
the people in the bus to see if  I could 
recognize someone and ask them to 
lend me the fare. My luck was out,  
or so I thought.  After explaining my 
predicament to the bus driver, he not 
only gave me a “free” ride to Tel Aviv 
but insisted that I take 20 shekels from 
him; after all, “how will you get home 
without money” he said.

Only in Israel!!!

Yitzhak Maron, Modiin
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Unsettling
Dear Editor,

In the article “Left on the Right 
Track?” (Telfed July 2011), Professor 
Gideon Shimoni states that “the per-
petuation of  the drive to settlement in 
the context of  a regime of  rule over 
another people”, is at the core of  our 
moral deterioration.

Once again, we are the “conquerors” of  
another people and by inference -  our 
“occupation” of  their lands is illegal.

I would draw readers’ attention to the 
articles of  Judge Stephen M. Schwebel, 
a former President of  the International 
Court of  Justice in The Hague, whose 
expert opinion is that Israel’s jurisdic-
tion over Judea and Samaria is legal.

Prof. Shimoni says, “It’s only when 
settlement involves rule over another 
people subjected to unequal civic sta-
tus that it erodes the moral basis of  
our Zionism.”

If  in 1948 and then again in 1967, the 
Arab nations had not tried to wipe us 
off  the map, they would not be in the 
situation they are now. Also, some six 
hundred thousand Arabs - at this time 

still not Palestinians - were displaced 
due to their leaders telling them to 
leave the country, so that Israel could 

be wiped off  the map. At the same time, 
a similar or greater number of  Jews 
were thrown out of  the Arab countries. 
While Jews were integrated into Israel, 
the Arabs were left to rot in refugee 
camps in Arab countries.

Only following the Six Day War did 
the notion of  a Palestinian people 
start to arise.

One last point: prior to the Six 
Day War, the territories of  Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza did not belong to 
the Palestinians. They were “held in 
trust” by Egypt and Jordan and prior 
to the Six Day War, no country in the 
world recognised that these territories 

Editorial
contnued from page 3

the largest bequest ever to the 
JNF by any individual, stands as 
some of  the most enriching chap-
ters of  Southern African Jewish 
communal history.

Telfed was proud to spon-
sor eighteen trees at the official 
opening of  the KKL-JNF Isaac 
Ochberg Lookout Memorial in 
July 2011 (See pages 14 and 30). 
This momentous event shares a 
poignant characteristic with Gilad 
Shalit’s homecoming. When in 
1921, the news arrived in South 
Africa that nearly half  a million 
Jewish orphans in Eastern Europe 
were facing death, disease or star-
vation, and that the South African 
government would permit entry of  
only 200, ‘there were those, who 
could have easily said: “Why bother; 
it’s only a drop in the ocean?”  

That thinking is not the Jewish 
way. As with the path that Isaac 
Ochberg and the Jewish commu-
nity in South Africa took in the 
1920’s, and the nation of  Israel 
chose in 2011, “He who has saved 
one life is as if  he has saved the 
entire world.”

This was well illustrated during 
Telfed’s planting of  the first of  its 
sponsored trees. Its representa-
tives dug the small hole, planted 
the sapling, filled in the sand, and 
then watered. Finally they raised 
themselves from the earth and 
looked up. Standing before them 
- with the green, majestic open 
land redeemed by Ochberg in the 
background - they saw a sight 
that transcends all - the faces of  
lives saved.

David E. Kaplan
Editor, Telfed Magazine



to a bi-national state.

Has anyone ever re-
ally thought out what a 
bi-national state would 
mean in real, day-to-day 
and ethical terms? 

I came to live in an in-
dependent State, where 
Hebrew and Jewish val-

ues would be the dominant 
culture. A bi-national State 
is a recipe for perdition.                  

So if  the IDF has to remain in the 
West Bank until our Arab adversaries 
cry: “Eina, I give up!” I have no quar-
rel with that.  

But not one civilian occupier!

That is immoral and a travesty of  the 
last commandment. 

Zvi Pantanowitz , Zichron Yaakov

belonged to either Egypt or Jordan, much 
less the Palestinians.

What would happen today is if  a sig-
nificant Muslim population in France, 
Germany or any other country, would 
try to instigate the formation of  their 
own country?

If  it wasn’t for the so-called “Peace 
Camp” in Israel, the pressure being put 
on Israel by the outside world would 
soon fade into oblivion.

Because I belong to the right-wing 
of  Israeli politics, does it mean that I 
want another war? Being in Lebanon 
during the first Lebanon War was more 
than enough.

Tzemach Bloomberg. Hod Hasharon

Dear Editor,

After reading the article ‘Left on the 
Right Track”, it was with a great sense 
of  relief  that I read ‘ “This article is 
not reflective of  the views of  the SAZF 
(Israel) - Telfed”. I would be so bold as 
to say that it is definitely not reflec-
tive of  the views of  the SAZF (South 
Africa) either.

Your readers will be interested to 
know about Habonim South Africa.  A 
recent past leader of  Habonim SA is 
very active in fomenting propaganda 
against Israel, and another ex-member 
flew the Palestinian flag at a Habonim 
Camp in Onrus about four years ago. 
This person is also actively involved in 
anti-Israel efforts. Of  course they also 
claim to be “Zionists of  liberal-demo-
cratic convictions”

Bennie Katzman, Protea Village, Tel Mond

Dear Editor,

Since Forum Tzora set out its principles 
earlier this year, we have been criticized 
by some for wishful thinking.

We are not seers, nor do we arrogate 
to ourselves all the wisdom of  human 
history.

But many of  us 
have witnessed the 
demented first part of  
the 20th century, and  
are aware of  what 
has happened to even 
the mightiest of  em-
pires that ignored the 
moral imperatives of  
Judaism and civilization 
overall.

The code of  beliefs 
and behaviour we have endorsed, did 
not come lightly to us: they are the 
result of  hours of  agonizing over al-
most every word by a group of  peo-
ple, deeply concerned at the direction 
Israel is taking in the slide towards 
xenophobia, racism, and the corrosive 
effect of  years of  occupation.

And neither am I a starry-eyed idealist. 
I know that we must have a strong IDF. 
I know that true se-
curity is an amalgam 
of  military power, 
the ability to inspire 
our quest to forge a 
Jewish ethic, while 
maintaining the sup-
port and recognition 
of  the world we re-
spect and our faith-
ful Jewish supporters 
abroad. 

Looking at the map 
of  Arab villages and 
Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank, 
one cannot fail to ac-
knowledge that it is 
almost impossible now 
to undo while pro-
viding for a contigu-
ous, viable Palestinian 
state alongside Israel. 
But if  we don’t, we are 
driving headlong, by 
way of  an insidious, 
undemocratic policy 
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us all the Israeli summer 
of  2011.

Someone  once  sa id 
“power to the people”. 
Well, they may have been 
speaking about Facebook! 
Telfed’s mandate is to 
service the needs of  the 
southern African immigrant community 
in Israel. This means that the ability 
to impart and share vital information 
must be available at the click of  a mouse. 
Using multiple platforms, including the 
renowned printed magazine, Telfed is 
taking the task of  communicating with 
olim on a whole new level. 

Newsletter
Published twice a month, and reach-

ing a subscriber base of  
some 5000 people globally, 
Telfed’s newsletter high-
lights the top stories, news 
and events that affect and 
interest the community.

The Telfed Newsletter 
links “ex-pat” communities 
all over the world and is a 
glimpse into all-important 

Telfed happenings. 

If  you would like to receive a copy 
of  the newsletter, you can subscribe 

Telfed 
goes 

Hi-Tech 
By Rolene Marks
Dave Bloom contributed to this report.

Tweeting, Twitter, Facebook, 
status updates, iPad. Oy gevalt!!!! 
Who can keep up with how fast tech-
nology moves these days! Telfed is 
blazing a technology trail by hav-
ing a presence on nearly all social 
media networks and including a 
new iPhone “app”. 

In today’s fast paced, media savvy 
world, no company or organisation 
can afford to miss out on the op-
portunities to communicate with 
their market that social media net-
works bring. It was social media 
networking that brought the “cot-
tage” revolution that epitomised to 
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by filling in your details on the Telfed 
website. 

Website
Allow us to introduce ourselves to 

you. A website is the first port- of-call 
any company has when introducing it-
self  to its market and Telfed is no dif-
ferent. All you need to know is on the 
website! From aliya and klita issues to 
events organised by regional commit-
tees, as well as important news from 
Israel and South Africa and everything 
in between, you can find it all at www.
telfed.org.il.

The website also offers small busi-
nesses the opportunity to publish their 
details and advertise, as well as the 
larger commercial advertisers, keen to 
reach out to as wide a Southern African 
audience as possible.

Facebook Page
Are you friends with Telfed on 

Hitting on Telfed:
Telfed is exposed to 

the world as monthly 
hits surpass the quarter 

million mark. 

Press Conference at Israel Museum, 
Jerusalem. Telfed’s new webmistress Rolene 

Marks (left), interviewing internationally 
renowned South African artist William 

Kentridge.  



Facebook yet? Do you “Like” our 
page? Facebook is no longer the do-
main of  the techno savvy teenager but 
an important tool in promoting your 
organisation and communicating with 
your community.

Anyone who is anybody has a Facebook 
page, and apart from being a great place 
to connect with people, Facebook allows 
us the opportunity to “break” important 
news to you quickly and efficiently.

Importantly, Facebook also allow you 
- our community - to communicate your 
thoughts and opinions on issues and 
stories with us. Your feedback is impor-
tant to us. It’s also an excellent plat-
form for you to post and share stories, 
pictures and video that you think may 
be interesting to other readers.

What’s not to ‘like’?
Don’t forget to suggest that your 

friends “Like” the Telfed page. This is 
your opportunity to share with like-
minded people. Wherever you are in 
the world, stay connected, and com-
municate on our page.

You can find our page by search-
ing for “Telfed” or www.facebook.
com/telfed.

Be a Twit!
Telfed has joined the Twitterverse! I 

know many of  us feel like right twits 
for not understanding how to “tweet” 
(seriously, it is a verb!) but twitter is 
surprisingly easy. Restricted to just 140 
characters (not enough for us folk who 
like a serious online rant), Twitter al-
lows you to post your thoughts or even 
a link to an interesting story, and send 
it out to your followers.

Through its ability to “trend” or spot 
a recurring theme in your posts, Twitter 
suggests followers that are like minded 
and share common opinions or inter-
ests. The more you tweet, the more 

Following in Telfed’s tradition of transition since 1948, Maish 
Isaacson, handed over the baton of Chairman in July to 
former Zimbabwean Dave Bloom, who had previously 
been serving as Telfed’s vice chair, while also chairing 
the organisation’s progressive Media Committee.  “Maish 
was an innovative chairman,” says Sidney Shapiro, 
Director of Telfed. “During his full four-year term of 
office, Maish navigated the organisation through a 
changing landscape, adjusting and modernizing Telfed’s 
projects and activities to new realities.” 

He championed Telfed’s PRAS student mentoring project, “on the way to making it the flagship programme of 
Telfed” and was a hands-on chairman with regard to olim, meeting most of them when they arrived at the airport, 
as well as maintaining close contact with members of staff.

Maish’s initial focus “was to modernize Telfed’s image, and in this regard, he spearheaded a new branding, new 
logo, a ‘new look’ Telfed magazine and a total commitment to Telfed’s hi-tech and professional approach in running 
the organization from the financial side to getting its message across through all the latest ‘hot off the Internet 
methods.”  In this regard, he was fortunate to have as his vice chair, Dave Bloom, highly talented in these fields and so, 
with Maish’s managerial skills and Dave’s hi-tech expertise, they proved a “perfect match”.  Well, the “match” is not over. 
Maish is now serving as Dave’s vice chair, so it bodes well as Telfed journeys forward into a new and challenging era.

Handing Over 
the Baton

TELEFED COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Alhadeff Nick   ......................... BOG  President
Bloom Dave (Chairman)   ......... Exco / Directorate / Media Committee Chairman
Borsuk Morris   ........................ BOG
Braude-Brenner Dorianne   ..... Regional  - Jerusalem
Charney Leon   ......................... BOG
Cohen Melvyn   ........................ Exco
Dubb Fonda ............................. Regional - Eilat
Ellert Billy   .............................. Exco /Chairman Volunteer Management committee
Ellis Mike   ............................... Exco /Investment Committee
Feinblum Allan   ...................... Exco / Directorate
Friedman Arnie ........................ Regional - Galilee
Gelley Janine   ......................... Regional - Kfar Saba
Green Harris (Treasurer)   ......... Exco / Directorate / Treasurer
Greenstein Ivan   ..................... BOG
Grossman Joe  ......................... BOG
Hallis Joe   ............................... Exco / Isrentco Chairman
Isaacson Maish (Vice-chair)  .... Exco / Direcorate
Johnstone Rebecca .................. Regional – Modi’in
Kalmanowitz Itz   .................... BOG / Keren Telfed Chairman
Kaplan David ........................... Ex-chairman
Katz Hertzel   ........................... BOG / Directorate
Klein Martin   .................................................................. Exco
Kline Dorron  ................................................................... Staff - Deputy Director
Klompas Jonathan   ......................................................... Regional - Beit Shemesh
Klotnick Joel   .................................................................. Exco / Fund Raising Chairman 
Kruger Steven   ................................................................ Regional - Tel Aviv
Lapid Nava   ..................................................................... Staff – Financial Director
Levinthal Nate   ............................................................... Regional - Carmiel
Milliner-Giladi Annette   .................................................. BOG / Directorate
Sacks Solly   ..................................................................... BOG / ex-chairman
Schmidt Beryl   ................................................................ Regional - Rishon LeZion
Shapiro Sidney   ............................................................... Staff  - Director
Shmukler Batya   ............................................................. Exco / Chairman Endowments and Scholarships
Weil Tanya   ..................................................................... Exco
Blumberg Mickey (observer)   .......................................... Exco – observer (Partnership P2G)

M a i s h  I s a a c s o n   a n d   D a ve  B l o o m

continued on page 8

They mean business. 
(l-r)Telfed’s Director 
Sidney Shapiro, Vice 

Chairman Maish 
Isaacson, Treasurer 
Tzvi (Harris) Green, 

President of the BOG 
Nick Alhadeff and 

Telfed Chairman, Dave 
Bloom.
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followers you get!

Follow us on Twitter by searching 
for “Telfed”.

iPad
An object of  desire by many a tech-

nocrat, the iPad is becoming the lat-
est technical accessory du jour. Slim 
and sexy, the iPad is becoming an 
addiction. 

To maximise on the opportunities 
that the iPad and iPhone bring, the 
Telfed magazine is now available  for 
download and viewing on these popu-
lar devices. You can read it from cover 
to cover at your convenience. 

LinkedIn
Traditionally known as the business-

man’s network, more and more peo-
ple are joining this fast growing net-
work. Where it benefits Telfed and the 
Southern African community is that 
groups are picking up the Telfed news-
letter and various featured articles that 
are then distributed amongst other ex-
panding networks. One such example 
is the Anglo Network. 

It is refreshing to see that amongst 
opinion makers and influencers, Telfed 
is making its mark!

As ;webmistress’, I am committed 
to ensuring that you are kept as up 
to date as possible. If  you have any 
thoughts, information or feedback that 
you would like to share, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at rolenemarks@
yahoo.com

Grab your computer and take a tour 
with Telfed on the information su-
perhighway. And know that if  there 
is any kind of  social networking of-
framp we need take – Telfed is with 
you all the way.

A Small Step Morphs 
Into A Giant Leap

In February 1975, Telfed published its 
first “magazine” in the form of a 16-page 
“roneo-style” one-colour newsletter ed-
ited by the late Ethel Schwartz that was mailed to 
several thousand Southern Africans in Israel.  The 
editorial board was headed by Hertzel Katz.  The 
name ‘Telfed’ became the masthead of the 
magazine, in line with the telex address 
that the South African Zionist Federation 
received from the post office - this was 
cutting-edge communications technol-
ogy at the time!

The magazine went through several it-
erations until the most recent 48-page 
full-colour A4 version was launched in 2010 
and is now distributed to over 5,000 households 
in Israel and abroad. Advertisers can benefit from 
the magazine’s new user-friendly, attrac-
tive, colourful and professional look, as a 
means to present their products or serv-
ices to their target market.

“The magazine has effectively told the 
story of Southern African aliya for well 
over 30 years and has played an impor-
tant role in informing on current events 
and helping to preserve the community’s history 
in Israel,” said Telfed Chairman Dave Bloom and 
Chairman of the Media Committee. 

Another publishing milestone for Telfed 
was its 1992 publication “Seventy Years of 
Southern African Aliyah” written by the late 
Philip Gillon. The book was sub-titled “A 
Story of Achievement” and related the 
immense contributions of the Southern 
African community to the creation and 
development of the State of Israel for 
much of the 20th century. It was little 
wonder that the State President at the time, the 
late Chaim Herzog, concluded his forward to this 
book with, “May many others follow the Southern 
Africans to Israel, sharing their commit-
ment to Zionism, their talents and their 
effectiveness.”

The late Mike Fredman cajoled the 
rather sceptical Telfed management in 
the 1990s to launch the Telfed web-

site, www.zjc.org.il and the first version 
was quite modest with only a few pages 
and images. Since then the site has un-
dergone several upgrades and today has 
several hundred pages of text, images, 
digitized copies of previous Telfed maga-
zines, video clips, online forums, bursary 

application forms and many other items of inter-
est to both olim in Israel and prospective olim in 
Southern Africa. 

In 2000, the Telfed email newsletter 
was initiated and its subscriber base 
has grown from an initial 200 emails to 
over 4,500 addresses in Israel and abroad. 
This helps to bridge the gap between the 
website and the magazine in keeping the 

community informed every two weeks of 
upcoming events, “headline news” and with 

links to the full stories on the website. 
As social networking on the Internet took off in 

2008 - Telfed launched its Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/telfed - a power-
ful new media platform helping to make 
contact with interested members of the 
S.A. community with short postings that 
already reach a wide audience. 

In 2010, Telfed sponsored the launch of 
the South Africans in Israel website - www.
saii.org.il - which aims to create an ‘online 

directory’ of all Southern Africans in Israel.
This was followed in 2011, when Telfed launched 

an initiative by former Jewish Agency staffer 
Maurice Singer to enable olim and va-
tikim to make extra money by offering 
services on a website called Higher4Hire 
- www.higher4hire.saii.org.il  

Hot off the iPress, Telfed recently initiated 
a project with new immigrant Jonathan 
Finberg to make the Telfed magazine avail-

able as a downloadable application for the 
iPhone and iPad.  

“We are constantly exploring new and exciting 
ways of reaching and supporting our Southern 
African community,” said Bloom. “Our aim is 

to be innovative, informative, interest-
ing and entertaining, so that Southern 

Africans in Israel feel they have a voice 
and that Telfed expresses the community’s 
pride,” he said.

Hi-Tech , continued from page 7
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Aliya Update
Times They Are a-Changin’

While it was the usual ‘Blue & White’ 
fanfare at this year’s Aliya Expo’s in 
Johannesburg and Cape Town, “there 
were three significant differences from 
previous expo’s,” says Telfed’s Deputy 
Director, Dorron Kline who spent ten 
days in South Africa at the invitation 
of  The Israel Centre in Johannesburg, 
interviewing more than 90 prospec-
tive olim.

The first difference, says Dorron, 
was that “most of  the interviewees 
were thinking years ahead in planning 
their aliya, rather than months. In the 
past, there was an urgency which is no 
longer the case.”

What is the reason?
“Jews in South Africa are generally 

happy, doing well financially, content in 
their communities and with their shuls, 
and most important, no longer feeling 
threatened by crime, following the suc-
cess of  private security firms operating 
in their residential areas. However, there 
is now a growing anxiety concerning 
the long-term future of  South Africa. 
This has arisen in the light of  increas-
ing anti-white sentiment and threats 
by the President of  the ANC’s Youth 
League, Julius Malema about national-

izing the mines and grabbing white-
owned land. The fact that Malema has 
ambitions of  national leadership and is 
hugely popular with the masses, fuels 
this prevailing anxiety. So while feel-
ing secure today, they are less certain 
about tomorrow.”

You picked this up from the Jewish 
Leadership?

“Not at all! Only from the people I in-
terviewed and who I met socially.”

Children from

$440 + taxes

THINKING OF TRAVELLING?
Contact IAN WALDBAUM Tel. 09-7744235 day or night for efficient service 

and personal help in your home. Tickets will be delivered to you.

JOHANNESBURG
            Book Now for Jan, Feb and Pesach

• Australia, New Zealand  and Far East from $1280
• Charter flights to London, Europe and the Far East. Also senior citizen fares to most places.
• Packages to Malta, Prague, Cyprus, Barcelona, Rome, Paris, Berlin, Budapest 

                Cruises, Cruises, Cruises 
Special Deals to Europe, Caribbean, Alaska and Mediterranean

AMERICA HERE WE COME!!!
          Flights to New York from...

SHORT-TERM HOLIDAY APARTMENT, RAANANA, AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND, FULLY FURNISHED & 
EQUIPPED WITH KITCHENETTE, TV SATELLITE, A/C, WIFI, GROUND FLOOR. Phone: IAN 09-7744235; ianwald@gmail.com

FOR THE BEST SERVICE CONTACT: IAN WALDBAUM

tel: 09-7744235
FOR BUSINESS, PLEASURE OR EMERGENCY, PHONE NOW

 Fares do not  include airport, fuel or security taxes or registration fees. Subject to availability in class of ticket with respective airline on specific flights only.

continued 
on page 
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Aliya Expo:
Telfed’s 
Deputy 
Director, 
Dorron Kline 
advising 
potential 
immigrants 
at Beyachad, 
Johannesburg.
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Telfed
REGIONAL ROUNDUP

YOM KEF! - A great day was had by all.  On the 5th July, 43 participants enjoyed a fun day at the Dead Sea. All reasonably priced, “We had breakfast, brunch, lunch and access to 
the hotel’s facilities and private Dead Sea beach,” reports  Beryl Schmidt, Chairperson of Telfed’s Rishon Le’Zion Regional Committee, who 
organised the tiyul together with Ohel Avraham and Sarah JCC/Community. (Beryl, seated in the centre)

Tight-knight community:  Shimon Shamila, the Director of the Israel Centre in 
Johannesburg addressed the Telfed Ma’aleh Adumim Regional Committee at its first meeting at 

the home of Simone and Gavin Rifkind.
Following an Italian supper, where Shimon met local Southern African residents, he was treated to 

a guided tour of the city that today numbers 38,000 inhabitants.
“We have a wonderful and warm Anglo-Saxon community here waiting to absorb more Southern 

African olim. Although it has all the facilities of a big city, it is still small enough to give you the 
feeling of a tight knit community,” said Lesley Kaplan, the Telfed regional representative in the 

city. Shimon Shamila is seen second from the left after Telfed Deputy Director, Dorron Kline (top 
left). Telfed Regional Committee Chairman, Lesley Kaplan, is forth from the left (top).

Eilat
Southern Exposure

It’s not only all sun, sea and having fun 
at Israel’s number one tourist resort 

– although nothing wrong with that. 
A member of the local Eilat Southern 
African community, Melly Braverman 

was one of 22 volunteers country wide 
and the only one from the Eilat/Arava 

area to receive a ‘Volunteer of the Year’ 
award for 2011 from Kupat Holim Clalit. 
“We are so proud of him and the kavod 
he has brought to our growing Southern African community,” says Fonda Dubb, 

Eilat / Lower Arava Telfed Regional Committee Chairman.
Mel received his award  from the head of Clalit for volunteering with Dialysis 

patients three times a week at the Joseph Tal Hospital in Eilat.

Kfar Saba
The Jewel in the Crown. 

Telfed Kfar Saba’s Keren Aliza Fund recently sponsored school books for needy 
students. The Fund annually supports enrichment of the English programme 
at the ORT School in Kfar Saba. It also contributes scholarships for Southern 
African students who want to further their education. Keren Aliza enjoyed a 
recent infusion of funds by two events. A Jewelry Sale was held the home of 
Hilary Kaplan in Kfar Saba where Shelley Ashkenazi’s necklaces and bracelets 
were sold with a percentage of the proceeds chanelled into the ‘Fund’.  This 

was followed by a celebration of Marvyn Hatchuel’s 90th birthday at the 
Raanana Bowls Club.  Generous donations were made to the Fund in honour 
of Marvyn’s 90th birthday. 

 

Rishon Lezion

Maaleh Adumim

Marvyn Hatchuel, seen 
here at his 90th birthday 
party with former Telfed 
Chairman Nick Alhadeff. 

Marvyn is the widower of 
the late Aliza for whom 
the fund is named; the fund honours Aliza for her dedication to 

education both in Zimbabwe and Israel.

Looking for gems at the Jewelry Sale. 
Amongst the shoppers are former 

Southern Africans (top l-r) Marlene 
Shifrin and Linda Barron.

Melly Braverman, 
Volunteer of the Year.



Ra’anana 
Following the foiled attempt at a second Gaza Flotilla and the Palestinian bid for 
statehood recognition at the UN, Barry Shaw, author of ‘Israel – Reclaiming the 
Narrative’, addressed a gathering at the Telfed Moadon La’Oleh in Raanana.
“The aim of the meeting was an introduction to the new type warfare Israel 
is facing regarding attempts to undermine its legitimacy and to encourage 
people to become involved,” said Jonathan Bloom, Telfed’s Ra’anana Regional 
Representative, who organized the event.
“In particular,” continued Barry, “ South African olim are well suited to counter 
the insidious comparisons leveled at Israel, specifically those comparing us to 
the previous apartheid government of South Africa.”

Joffe-Jankelowitz 
Insurance Services

Specializing in all branches of Insurance

Mark: mark@egoz-insu.co.il; Harold: harold@egoz-insu.co.il
Tel: 03-9292791/3/4 Fax: 03-9292733

Elementary: 
Car, House, Business & Travel

Private Health: 
Health Insurance & Frail Care (Siudi)
Life: 
Life Insurance, Pension Funds, Kupot Gemel & Keren Hishtalmut

 URI BAND      
HOME  RENOVATIONS                   

 - PROFESSIONAL  PAINTING                          
 - INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR                        

- BATHROOMS                                                           
- KITCHENS                                                             

- ELECTRICAL WORK                
 - TILING

- PLASTER  WORK                 
-PLUMBING 

OVER 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE  
HIGHLY  QUALIFIED
ENGLISH-SPEAKING

Tel.  050 3100226 
uriband01@gmail.com

Tel Aviv
Sex in the City
Organised by the Telfed Tel 
Aviv Regional Committee, 
renowned sex-therapist 
and social worker Miriam 
Brenner, daughter of the 
late Sam Levin, a former 
Director of Telfed, spoke 
on “Sex for Seniors” to Tel 
Aviv seniors. Held in the 
home of Bernhard and 
Pearl Lazarus,  the group were treated to a frank and well-researched presentation 
interspersed with humour.   Steven Kruger, the Chairman of the Tel Aviv Regional 
Committee said, “Although the regional committee normally organises speakers on 
Aliya issues, we felt that the time had come for something out of the ordinary.”
Not wanting to be left out, Dorron Kline, in charge of Telfed Regional Committees, 
says “the religious seniors in Ramat Beit Shemesh have too requested this lecture.”

11

Bernhard Lazarus in lively discussion with Miriam Brenner. 
Benny Raphael in the background.

Shaw thing. 
Author Barry Shaw 
with Jonathan 
Bloom, Telfed’s 
Ra’anana Regional 
Representative.
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Enjoy Telfed Magazine? 
Only NIS 80 for the year.  Send a cheque to the Telfed office or 

phone/fax your credit card details or use Paypal (see notice above). 
Michal Merten: (09)790-7808

Fax (09)744-6112

Visit our Heroic Past
Though not complete, the Machal 

web site is up and running. Replete 
with authentic stories by those who 

volunteered to fight in Israel’s War of 
Independence, this website serves to 

counter the negative propaganda spread 
by the New Historians

www.machal.org.il; Herzliail@gmail.com

Noticeboard

Southern Africans in Israel (SAII)
http://www.saii.org.il/index.php

Telfed’s new project to record information about all 
Southern Africans who immigrated to Israel prior 

to and after the founding of the State. To record, for 
posterity, the contributions of Southern Africans 

to Israeli society in all fields of occupation and 
volunteer activity.

Download your forms on-line http://www.saii.org.
il/home/how-to-submit-your-listing.html or contact 

Telfed (09)7907 800 (Michal or Sharon)

Did the chocolates melt in the car 
before you arrived at your host?

Did the flowers wilt because you forgot 
to put them in water?

Why not give a

     Keren Telfed 
 letter of appreciation to your host instead.

By giving a Keren Telfed donation of 50 Shekels 
or more, your host will receive a lovely letter of 
appreciation for the donation given in his/her 

honour. For more details please contact Sharon 
(09)790-7801 or  sharon@telfed.org.il

Higher 4 Hire
Do you need to work in order to boost your income? 

Do you have a lot to offer but feel that age is against you?
Perhaps you don’t speak  good Hebrew?

Telfed and Maurice Singer have a new, exciting project – Higher4Hire. 
For a minimal fee we offer you, the job seeker (service provider) the 

opportunity to register on the website lists for any number of jobs or 
services you can do. The potential employer will then be able freely to 

select from the list of service providers - as simple as choosing from the 
yellow pages!

Basic cost for joining the list, for service providers only:  Registration fee 
- NIS 50 for 12 months. This entitles you to 3 entries (3 categories) as a 

service provider, including type of service offered, area and skills.  For an 
additional 3 categories – 50 NIS for 12 months.

For more information, see our website:  http://www.higher4hire.saii.org.il/ 
or contact Telfed 09 – 7907 800.

Telfed’s own on-line magazine
www.telfed.org.il

Sign up for the bi-monthly Telfed email newsletter and visit 
the new and exciting Telfed 

Facebook Page www.facebook.com/telfed

Telfed’s Employment Service 
is always looking for good jobs for Southern African olim, from care-

givers and warehouse workers to secretaries, medical personnel 
and hi-tech professionals.  If you have, or hear of, a job which might 

suit an oleh, please contact Telfed. 

Call Sharon Bernstein (09)790 7801, sharonb@telfed.org.il. 
With your help, we can help other Southern Africans.

Good news!!
Now you can pay for your Telfed 
Magazine subscription via the 

well-known and trusted online 
payment system PayPal. 

You can pay by regular credit 
card (Visa, Mastercard, Amex) 

or via your Paypal account. 
It is simple, quick and secure 

– go to  http://www.telfed.org.
il/content/telfed-magazines



Encountering Israel
The second significant difference was 

that “the young people I interviewed 
were still at school. In the past, they 
had been mostly post-matric, usually 
students at university. These school 
students were seriously considering 
aliya after matriculating.” 

What was the explanation?

“No doubt the huge impact of  the 
youth tours to Israel. The programmes 
such as those organized by Bnei Akiva, 
Habonim Dror, Netzer and the ‘Israel 
Encounter’ are influencing these school-
going youngsters to consider Israel 
sooner, rather than later. 

Home Alone
The third difference says Dorron, was 

the interest in aliya amongst seniors - 
in itself, not unusual - but who have no 
children in Israel – most unusual. 

Again, what is the explanation??

“Many of  the children have immi-
grated to countries where their ageing 
parents - for whatever reasons - are re-
luctant to follow. Nevertheless, they do 
not want to grow old alone in South 
Africa. At least in Israel, they 
feel they will be ‘amongst fam-
ily’. Heading this category are 
parents whose children have 
settled in the UK and USA and 
thus, if  they move to Israel, 
they will be closer to their 
children for visits. Another 
positive factor for this group 
is Israel’s excellent and afford-
able health-care system.”

Yes to Aliya
Dorron also addressed the 

congregations of  Mizrachi, 
Northfield Ave and Sydenham 
Highlands North Synagogues 
in Johannesburg and the 
Sephardi Synagogue in Cape 

Town. “A first” for 
Dorron was be-
ing asked to de-
liver his shiur in 
Hebrew. This was 
at  the Sephardi 
Synagogue where 
most of  the congre-
gants were Israeli. 
“It was pleasing to 
be approached later 
by the congregants 
enquiring about the 
bureaucratic proc-
ess of  returning “HOME”.”

The full name of  this year’s Expo was 
the ‘Israel Centre’s Yebo Aliya Expo’. 
‘Yebo’ means ‘YES’ in Zulu. Whatever 
the changing landscape influencing peo-
ple’s decision-making, “we can in the 
future expect an increasing number of  
South African Jews to be saying YEBO 
to aliya.” •

Truth Be Told
Repor ts  D avid  K aplan

“We were proud to assist in this 
project,” said Telfed Director Sid 
Shapiro, referring to Telfed’s role in 
training twenty-five Israeli students, 

Focus   on Telfed

MICHAL LEWIS TSARFATI 
& ASSOCIATES 

Attorneys at Law

‘’We specialize in civil litigation, real estate 
transactions, rental agreements, contracts, labour 

law, family law, wills and asset management.

We take special pride in providing superlative, professional 
service, ideal for a Southern African clientele.”

7 Mota Gur St., Petach Tikva (next to Kenyon Avnat)

Tel: 972-3-9440080  Fax: 972-077-5558886
E-Mail:  mail@mts-law.co.il 

before they toured South Africa in 
August. The students - most of  whom 
had never visited South Africa and each 
paying the costs of  their own air tick-
et - went there to counter the lies and 
distortions being spread against Israel 
on its university campuses.

The group known as ‘What Is Rael’ 
was founded by Avnet Kleiner, who 
has South African roots, and followed 
an earlier visit to the university cam-
puses in England. “There is such a 
huge lack of  understanding regard-
ing Israel on South African university 
campuses,” said Avnet. “The insidious 
comparisons between the country’s pre-
vious apartheid government and Israel 

Aliya , continued from page 9
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needed to be tackled at a grass roots 
level. Bringing a group of  students 
from the entire spectrum of  the Israeli 
political map is the ideal method of  
explaining Israel’s position to both 
Jews and non-Jews alike.” The South 
African Students Congress (SASCO) 
had issued a communiqué to its pro-
vincial branches urging “all students 
in all institutions of  higher learning 
across Gauteng to boycott any activity 
organised by these [Israeli] agents. 
Any student who chooses to cooper-
ate with the apartheid Israel regime 
is an enemy of  progress.” 

Hot Welcome
Although there was a 50-strong 

ant i -Israel  recept ion commit-
tee at Johannesburg’s O.R. Tambo 
International Airport, “the police 
helped us dodge the protestors by 
avoiding the terminal’s public area. 
We also had to be careful not to dis-
play anything Israeli,” Roi Wolf, one 
of  the visit’s organisers, told Telfed 
Magazine.

Frustrated by failing to engage 
the delegation, the protesters, wear-
ing T-shirts with “Israeli Apartheid 
Unwelcome”; and “Israel Guilty of  
War Crimes” interviewed themselves 
for You-Tube, claiming success in 
having made the Israelis enter South 
Africa “like spies.”

When asked what motivated him 
to participate, Roi reiterated what 
he had told Haaretz following their 
UK tour: “I can stay home and cry 
about Israel’s negative publicity, or 
I can get out of  my chair, take my 
money and do something. If  within 
six months we manage to send 150 
people on five delegations, we can in-
fluence 5,000 students. In two months 
we have trained 27 students for these 
missions and while this may be a drop 
in the ocean, who knows, we may have 
influenced a student who goes on to 

become Britain’s prime minister.”

Vex, Lies, and Video Tapes
Before addressing meetings, the 

group walked around the campuses 
talking about Israel to students. “The 
huge surprise for them was seeing the 
Ethiopian girls in our group. “It can’t 
be! Israel is an apartheid country.” It 
was a real eye-opener for these stu-
dents. Here they were brandishing 
posters that Israel is an apartheid 
state and calling all its citizens war 
criminals, and then we come along, 
appearing no less representative than 
they do as a ‘Rainbow Nation’.” 

At the panel discussion at Wits on 
B.D.S. (Boycotts, Disinvestment & 
Sanctions), students were shouting 
“Free Palestine” and “No Justice, No 
Peace.” This was not unexpected “and 
when this reached a crescendo, we held 
up a huge banner that read, “Freedom 
of  speech at Wits is dead.” 

“We were well briefed,” said par-
ticipant Alon Kimche, “and thank-
ful to Telfed’s intensive preparatory 
programme.” Held at Kiryat Moriah 
in Jerusalem, the programme was 
sponsored by a donation from former 
Zimbabwean and renowned Israeli 
artist, Pamela Silver in memory of  
her late father, Cyril Segal. 

“Two weeks before my ailing father 
died in Cape Town,” says Pamela, “he, 
tried to have an article published in 
The Cape Times on the role the Jews 
of  South Africa - including his brother 
Ronald Segal - had played to hasten 
the downfall of  apartheid. I feel that 
these twenty-five brave Israeli stu-
dents are continuing in his path and 
it is fitting that a donation in my fa-
ther’s memory will assist them on their 
tough visit to South Africa.”

During the visit, the group met with 
the Israeli ambassador, the mayor of  

Focus   on Telfed

Telfed at Ochberg Event
Telfed Director Sidney Shapiro 

brought greetings at the opening 
night of the Ochberg Event at Kibbutz 
Dalia while Vice Chairman Maish 
Isaacson spoke the following day at 
the opening ceremony of the  Isaac 
Ochberg Scenic Lookout Memorial. 
For full story see ‘A Wrong Righted’ 
on page 30.

 Telfed Plants First Tree. Vice Chairman, 
Maish Isaacson plants the first of 18 

(representing life) trees - sponsored by 
Telfed.  Assisting him is Elizabeth Smith, 

the charge d’affaires of the South African 
Embassy, Bennie Penzik, Chairman of the 

Ochberg Committee and Annette Milliner, a 
member of the Telfed Executive Committee.

Hertzel Katz, a member of Telfed’s 
Directorate is seen here with Telfed 

Director, Sidney Shapiro who manned the 
Telfed information table in the picturesque 

gardens on Kibbutz Dalia.

continued on page 16
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Cape Town, members of  
parliament from the DA 
– the Democratic Alliance, 
and Nobel Peace Laureate 
Desmond Tutu who stated 
unexpectedly that he “is 
against boycotts, supports 
the existence of  the State 
of  Israel, and wants a solu-
tion without violence. I was surprised 
as I was aware of  his public support 
for boycotting Israel but I have what 
he said on tape.”

Also recorded was their meet-
ing in Pretoria with the Palestinian 
Ambassador to South Africa. Harassed 
continuously, “even by professors at 
Wits who penned a flyer warning their 
students, “Be careful of  the Apartheid 
Students’, we pressed the ambassador 
about this orchestrated campaign to 
stifle fair debate.”

With the same assurances as they 
heard from Tutu, “he told us he is pro-di-
alogue and that he has no influence over 
the people harassing us. “I’m against 
this behavior,” he assured us.” •

for sailing on a 
boat attempting 
to break Israel’s 
blockade of  the 
Hamas-run Gaza 

Strip; and Spanish 
Supreme Court judge Jose Antonio 
Pallin, who has accused Israel of  war 
crimes.

And slated to open the proceedings 
will be Archbishop emeritus Desmond 
Tutu.

Remember the line from the movie 
12 Angry Men when juror No. 8 said 
during deliberations; “Ever since you 
walked into this room, you’ve been act-
ing like a self-appointed public avenger! 
You want to see this boy die because 
you personally want it, not because 
of  the facts!

Movement Ahead
 “The statistics show,” says Telfed 

Deputy Director Dorron Kline, “that 
youngsters who make aliya without their 

Focus   on Telfed

On Trial
So much for ‘assurances’ and Israel en-

joying ‘a fair hearing’! This November, 
the Russel Tribunal on Palestine will 
be convening in Cape Town’s District 
Six, an area-name that resonates with 
the worst of  the apartheid era - forced 
removals. To this day, it remains a scar 
- both physically and symbolically – on 
Cape Town’s landscape.

In the dock will be Israel; the charge: 
the crime of  apartheid against the 
Palestinian people. The jury will include 
anti-Israel critic Ronnie Kasrils, Alice 
Walker the African-American author 
who tried to take part in this year’s 
flotilla to Gaza and has defended sui-
cide bombings as “last-ditch resistance”; 
Nobel Peace laureate Mairead Maguire, 
who in 2009 was arrested by Israel 

Johannesburg 
Altman, Nir 

Bar Avraham, Daniel, Miri, 
Aaron & Jordon

Ben Adam, Avi

Ben David, Yehoshua

Brook, Joshua

Demby, Ilana

Dorfan, Bernard & Menucha, 

New Arrivals Kotzen, Mannie

Liebenthal, Joshua

Linderman, Gavin

Lipschitz, Robert & Wendeen

Meyersohn, Nikki 

Pinshaw, Sylvia

Shap, Elsa

Sivan, Cindy

Van Flymen, Ariel 

Williams, Rita

Cape Town
Ayres, Marcelo

Benn, Cyril

Chai, Daniel

Crowe, Keenan

Mendel, Liliyane

Shap, Gerald & Elsa

Into the Lion’s Den. Preparing for their 
South Africa visit, Israeli students at Kiryat 
Moriah in Jerusalem, during their training 

seminar together with Telfed Deputy 
Director, Dorron Kline.(top left)

Eyal, Aviad, Lois, 
Michal, Hanna & Arye

Glowiczower, Serge

Groen, Clive

Handler, Stephen & 
Nechame

Hasson, Karen

Horovitz, Vincent, 
Yael, Jordan, Trent & 
Tyler

Katz, Joanne, Liora 
& Talia

Kotler, Rose



top: Telfed Chairman Dave Bloom (left) with 
Habonim participants in the year program in 
Ra’anana  Park, and Dorron Kline (below) with 
the delegation from Bnei Akiva on a four-month 
leadership program in Israel. 

Thanks to the RE/MAX Real Estate School,

I made

NIS 52,586
in one month

You can sign up too!

www.remax.co.il

Selwyn Hare
Born in South Africa

RE/MAX agent, Netanya
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DIRECT 
SATELLITE TV

Get RUGBY all year round in HD via   
                           satellite (Official OSN agent)
Get CRICKET all year round (Official Pehla agent)
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Love watching TV? 
It’s time for a private satellite dish!
If you already have a dish and/or are unhappy 

with your service provider -
why not call and find out how you can 

upgrade!
Official agent for show-time, pehla, ADMC 
and Dream multimedia

Meir Levmore the American technician.

Just call Meir Levmore 050-7207010 or    meir@itvsat.com

family, tend to have been enriched by ear-
lier visits to Israel on programmes.”

An so, in keeping with Telfed’s policy of  
engaging with these visiting youngsters, 
Telfed hosted the Bnei Akiva MTA and 
Tafnit one year programme, the Bnei Akiva 
four month “Kfar” leadership programme 
and the Habonim Dror Shnat one year pro-
gramme. “These programme participants 
learnt of  the wide support they can expect 
from Telfed should they decide in the fu-
ture to make aliya or study at any one of  
our fine universities,” said Dorron. 

Telfed Chairman Dave Bloom, himself  
a graduate of  Habonim, addressed the 
Shnaties in Ra’anana Park. “It’s impor-
tant to meet with these youngsters as 
they represent not only the future leader-
ship of  their movements but also of  their 
communities.”

Ideally, Telfed looks forward to again 
welcoming these youngsters, “either as 
students or olim,” says Dave. •

17



18

Nuptials

Leora, 
daughter 
of Ivan and 
Ruth Bonner, 
of Manof, 
married 
Amir, son of 

Avraham and Suzie 
Zamir, of Ashdod.

Keren, daughter of Max and Ruth Neuman 
of Johannesburg, married Avisar, son of 
Moti and Ila Sheinman of Petah Tikva.

Jessica, daughter of Alastair and 
Rebecca 
Johnstone 
of Modiin, 
married 
Jason Stout, 
son of   Anita 
Sherwood of 
Durban.

David, son of  Alistair and Rebecca 
Johnstone of Modiin, married   Miriam, 

daughter of  Brenda and Shmuel Lauer of 
Hashmonaiim

Daniella Kaufman, daughter of Renee 
and Simmy Kaufman from Kochav 

Yair, married  Roee Kremer, son of Irit 
and Doron Kremer, from Kfar Tavor.

Idan son of Raymond and Sina Chazan 
and the Late Marilyn Chazan z”l, married 
Leigh, daughter of Robyn and Gary 

Abraham.

Hava, daughter of Dovid (Hylton) and Esther Salmon, 
of Jerusalem,  granddaughter of Eddy and Joan 

Salmon of  Pardes Hanna, married Elchanan Borek of 
Jerusalem.

Caryn daughter of Paul and the late Judy 
Roberts, married Uria, son of Dalya and the late 

Nisan Arad

Yonatan, eldest son of Toni & Stanley 
Milliner of Kfar Saba and grandson of 

Annette Milliner-Giladi, married Tamar, 
daughter of Arnon Asherov of Tel Aviv and 

Anat Asherov of Ramat Gan.

Gilad, son of Ian and Lorraine Tuffias of Ra’anana, married 
Karin, daughter of Rina Tsafrir-Gross and Tzvika Gross.

Lilac,daughter 
of Sonia and 

Oscar Solomon 
of Kibbutz Naan 

and granddaughter of the late Joyce and Sydney Solomon 
of Paarl, married Sami,son of Mali and Yosi Peretz of Atlit.



WINTER AIRFARE SPECIALS
•Johannesburg: from $1099.00 
•Los Angeles: from $1045.00; New York: $899.00
•London: from $569.00
•Zurich: from $459.00     

Cruises for 2012 available at early booking discounts
Also weekend packages to Prague and Budapest from
   $499.00 (including flights, transfers, hotels)
All prices include taxes and fuel charge

12 Kikar Haatzmaut, Netanya; Tel: 09-8607000, Fax 09-8620719

For Your Travel 
Requirements, 

Wherever, Whenever...
Call Hilary Kaplan:  

09-7672404 
050-5372522 

hildav@netvision.net.il
Check our 
website: 

www.shakedtours.co.il
or contact: 

NIEL BOBROV 
at Shaked Tours 

09-8607001
niel@shakedtours.co.il



“For every person killed in a ter-
ror attack, there are on average 8-10 in-
jured,” reveals Rocky.  “What most people 
do not know is what happens to these 
injured; what they have to go through. 
Tikvot believes that the best way to re-
habilitate is by making them feel winners 
again, through sport. We help bring the 
smiles back on the faces of  every terror 
victim and injured soldier.”

Since Tikvot was established during 
the second intifada, it has helped over 
3,000 casualties restore their lives “by 
getting them out of  their 
homes and getting them 
onto the track, field, 
gymnasium, swimming 
pool, mountain, sky or 
sea,” says Rocky.

One is fifteen year old 
Asael Shabo. Back in 
June 20th, 2002 Asael 
was watching TV with 

his five year-old brother Avishai on the 
Samarian settlement of  Itamar, when a 
terrorist gunman burst into their family 
living room, spraying bullets in every 
direction. 

His mother Rachel, and three broth-
ers, were brutally gunned down. 

“I was badly hurt, but played dead be-
hind the couch and waited for our soldiers 
to rescue me. I knew when my brother 
Avishai died, because he stopped crying.”  
For Asael, the crying did not stop. “When 

we met him,” says Rocky, 
“he was hiding in the cor-
ner of  his house.”

Some years later, “when 
we wanted to get him a 
new leg so he could run 
properly, we contacted 
a firm in the USA who 
said it would cost about 
$20,000, so we flew Asael 
out to New Jersey.” The 
news they received there 

was disheartening. 

Divine Intervention
Because Asael had been walking 

on crutches for so long “his body 
was totally out of  alignment”, said 
the doctors, and necessitated differ-
ent procedures and equipment total-
ling $84,000. “I only had $20,000.  
I begged and cried for a reduction 
and they reduced it by $10,000. We 
were still over fifty thousand short. 
However, when I saw the look of  
despair on Asael’s face I said, “Give 

me the contract,” and I signed it, “not 
having a clue how I was going to make 
the shortfall.”  

It was with these heavy financial woes 
that Rocky and Asael traipsed off  to a 
shul in Deal, New Jersey on Shabbat. 
Welcomed by the Rabbi, Rocky off-loaded 
his concerns for Asael. Shortly thereaf-
ter, the Rabbi commenced his sermon 
by saying, “I am discarding what I was 
going to say and will speak to you today 
about our friends from Israel.” 

The service concluded with an an-
nouncement: “I have good news and 
bad news. The good news is that our 
lovely ladies have prepared a delicious 
Kiddush. The bad is that no-one is go-
ing near it until we raise the money for 
‘our’ Asael’s leg.” 

“It did not take more than four min-
utes before we had the money and eve-
ryone was essing. (“Yiddish: eating). 
Asael has not stopped smiling. He is 
currently in Israel’s Olympic paraple-
gic swimming team.

Tikkun Olam

A Sporting 
Chance

Ran Eliya watersking in 
the Kinneret after losing 
his leg in Operation Cast 
Lead in Gaza.

Hearing of a terror attack, one 
immediately thinks of the number of 
fatalities. What about the injured? Telfed 
Magazine speaks to former South African 
Rocky Muravitz, the co-founder and 
chief fundraiser of Tikvot, a non-profit, 
volunteer-based organisation, which 
rehabilitates Israel’s victims of terror and 
casualties of war through sport.
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Rocky Muravitz with Asael Shabo 

who lost his leg when terrorists 
broke into his house and shot him.

Victim to Victor. Ran Eliya, 
a sergeant serving in the 

Paratroopers Brigade and who 
during Operation Cast Lead in 

Gaza lost a leg, is seen here water 
skiing at the Kinneret. His dream is 

to return to running and biking. 



Team Tikvot
“This is primarily a Southern African 

Israeli project, although there are uit-
landers (Afrikaans: outsiders), on board,” says 
Rocky, who immigrated to Israel from 
Durban with his family in 1977, the 
same year he led the march with Rabbi 
Selwyn Franklin down Durban’s West 
Street against the 1976 UN resolution 
“Zionism is racism.” An inspiring leader, 
Rocky will take on those who besmirch 
the name of  Israel, as well as help his 
fellow Israelis who have suffered “the 
slings and arrows” of  its enemies. His 
name, Rocky, aptly conveys the grit and 
determination of  the cinematic boxing 
icon that battled the odds.

The idea for Tikvot came from a fel-
low former Durbanite Geoff  Essakow, 
who had founded earlier, the ‘Challenged 
Athletes Federation’ in San Diego. 
Today, Geoff  is Tikvot’s International 
Vice President. Other former South 
Africans in the “Tikvot Team” in Israel 
are: fellow co-founder Vic Essakow, 
originally from Krugersdorp, and a 
former South African Javelin champi-
on; Bennie Penzik, one of  the organi-
sation’s comptrollers; Mike Solomon, 
the organisation’s voluntary auditor, 
and Durban-born Simone Farbstein, 
its tireless director, who visits the in-
jured in hospital, and when they are 
ready to move on, helps them choose the 
most suitable sport and the best place 
to pursue it. “She is the driving force of  
Tikvot,” says Rocky.

While not a former South African, the 
last remaining co-founder, Ehud Edelman, 
“is SA- connected. He is the GM of  Beck 
Teck, a South African company in Israel 
that supports Tikvot projects.” 

Wounded Warriors 
‘Back to Life’ is one of  Tikvot’s many 

projects. For over six hundred soldiers, 
the Second Lebanese War in 2006 has 
not ended. These are the soldiers that 
were wounded during the hard battles of  
Bint Gbeil, Randuria and other villages in 
Lebanon. One of  them is twenty-three 
year-old Victor Kianitza, who in 2006, 

Touch and Go. While pursuing terrorists, 
Officer Itay and his unit, were hit by a massive 

road side bomb critically injuring them all. 
Only after his soldiers were safely evacuated, 
did Itay lose consciousness. At Tel Hashomer 
hospital, both his legs were amputated (one 
below and one above the knee), his stomach 

was badly injured and he lost the use of most 
of his internal muscles. They managed to save 

his arm from amputation.
Today, Itay is back on active duty and is 

seen here running with the Tikvot purchased 
prosthetic legs.

was with his parachute brigade when 
“we were hit by a katyusha rocket that 
fell out of  nowhere.” Victor was one of  
the lucky ones who survived, but for a 
period, he himself  felt - “nowhere.”

Victor was hospitalised for months 
and underwent numerous operations. 
He still faces a long regimen of  treat-
ments and medications for severe burns 
and shattered bones. Victor enrolled in 
the ‘Back to Life’ project and with his 
fellow combat soldiers whom he “met 
at rehab,” are now sailing, hiking and 
fishing together with specially adapted 
equipment and instruction provided by 
Tikvot. “When I’m sailing,” says Victor, 
“I forget the horrors of  the war and my 
injuries. I feel normal again; and it’s 
great to do it with others who have been 
through similar experiences.” 

A Star Is Made
“The amazing thing,” says Rocky, “are 

the journeys from despair to aspiration.” 
He cites the example of  Oran Almog, 
who, as a nine-year-old in 2003, was 
with his family at Maxim Restaurant 
in Haifa, when a female terrorist blew 
herself  up killing Oran’s father Moshe, 
his younger brother Tomer, his grandfa-
ther, grandmother and his cousin Assaf. 
Oran survived the tragedy but lost his 
sight. “Today,” says Rocky, “he’s well-po-
sitioned to take medals at future World 
Blind Sailing Championships.” 

Oran, whose ambition is “to become a 
gold medal winner for Israel,” has role 
models to follow. Dror Cohen, a former 
F-16 pilot who was injured in the line of  
duty and confined to a wheelchair, won 
a gold medal for Israel in sailing in the 
2004 Paralympics in Athens. 

“Our vision, says Rocky, “is to enable our 
wounded warriors and challenged ath-
letes to participate in competitive sports 
utilizing the most advanced technologies 
of  prosthetic care.” By so doing “they 
are already winning” and they “will in-
spire others similarly challenged, to live 
their lives without limitations.” 

For further information: www.tikvot.org.za or call 
Simone Farbstein 054-6456581

by David Kaplan



Donors .................................... Honorees
Hymie & Micky Goldblatt .................................................Ada Horwitz – 90th birthday
Keevan & Cynthia Kahanowitz .........................................Natalie Goldsmith – special birthday
Diane & Ricky Klein ..........................................................To celebrate the birth of Rio Klein
Elizabeth & Ernest Schneider-Kuper .................................Bubbles Perling – special birthday
Sheila Swiel & family .......................................................Sister-in-law Rita Chadowitz – birthday
Sheila Swiel & family .......................................................Cousin Izzy Mintz – birthday
Merrick & Ida Silberman ..................................................Harold Kalmin – 70th birthday
Shula & Rafi Rubin ...........................................................Bubbles Perling – special birthday
Harry Klompas .................................................................Jerome Klompas – in appreciation
Rona Kruger .....................................................................Ruth & Jack Omsky – new home
Rona Kruger .....................................................................Jack Omsky – get well wishes
Rona Kruger .....................................................................Hertzel & Lola Katz – new home
Rona Kruger .....................................................................Mati & Eric Lebanon – 50th anniversary
Hylton & Harriet Bark.......................................................Itzik Scher – 80th birthday
Hazel Goldstein ................................................................Ivan & Shirley Kantor – in appreciation
Harold & Denise Kalmin ...................................................Ivan & Shirley Kantor – 50th anniversary
The Ginzbergs ..................................................................Joyce Newman-Merry – 85th birthday
Bernice Pillemer, Miriam Mauer, Libby Elan .....................Joyce Newman-Merry – 85th birthday
Channa Eidelman & family...............................................Dr. George Mundel – 90th birthday
Eddy & Bess Hoffman .......................................................Hertzel & Lola Katz – new home
Leslie & Babette Serebro ..................................................Itzik Scher – 80th birthday
Freda Raphael ..................................................................Yehudit Rabinowitz – 99th birthday
Bryan and Ruth Slater ......................................................Pat Kaplan – 70th birthday
Bryan and Ruth Slater ......................................................Leah Sher – 80th birthday
Channa Eidelman .............................................................Miriam Chigier – 80th birthday
Uri Milunsky .....................................................................Dr. Shlomo Levin – in appreciation 
Hilda & Nicole Sichel ........................................................Leah Sher – 80th birthday
Sheila Swiel and family ....................................................Nesta Lessem – special birthday  
Michael & Eve Adler .........................................................Annette Milliner-Giladi – new home
Bernie & Dorit Fink, Arnie & Peggy Friedman,
Rosa Levor, Ruth & Yossi Mor ...........................................Keren Telfed
Sol and Helga Gelgor .......................................................Uri Gelgor – 75th birthday
Derek Perlman .................................................................Jeanne Fine – 100th birthday
Harris & Phyllis Green ......................................................Granddaughter Moriah’s Bat Mitzvah
Henry & Ruth Shakenowsky .............................................Annette Milliner-Giladi – new home
Woolf & Ze’evi families .....................................................Barbara Feldman – 60th birthday
Mannie & Rayla Shimoni ..................................................Eli Posniak – 90th birthday
Leon & Ann Moss, Michael & Eve Adler
Mayera Glassman .............................................................Mickey Blumberg – 80th birthday 
Basil & Riva Sandler .........................................................Jossie Sandler – 82nd birthday
Annette Milliner-Giladi ....................................................Jerry & Dodo Pollock – 60th anniversary
Monica Liepmann ............................................................Jerry & Dodo Pollock – 60th anniversary
Mannie & Rayla Shimoni ..................................................Hymie Casper – 80th birthday
Joel & Beryl Klotnick ........................................................Jerzy Kanal – 90th birthday
Stanley & Bertha Canning ................................................Maisie Isaacs – 90th birthday
Miriam Stein & Michael Yuval ..........................................Ian & Pearl Rogow – 50th anniversary
Leonore Shavei Zion .........................................................Hymie Casper – 80th birthday
Ida, Hymie & Faye Bonn ...................................................Hymie Casper – 80th birthday
Hymie Casper & Leonore Shavei Zion ...............................Abe Jaffe – 80th birthday
Cynthia Bar Mor and family .............................................Jeanne Fine – 100th birthday
Edgar & Joyce Kohll ..........................................................Jesse Swerdlow – 90th birthday
Mark & Galit Berelowitz ...................................................Basil Berelowitz – Shana Tova
Sim Manor .......................................................................Dorothy Mandelzweig – 80th birthday

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Keren  Telfed
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Vic & Helen Hirsch, Dave & Hilary Wulffhart, Leslie & Tova Berman

...................Estelle (Tikki) Suttner – 80th birthday

Jeffrey & Ilana Davis & family, the Marcows in Israel, Hilton & 
Marie Tapnack, Richard & Liliana Davis & children

.............Daphne Davis - 90th birthday 

Hazel & Herby Gaito, Tchiya & Jack Harris, 
Leah & Jack Isenberg, Tamar Meyer, Rochie 
& Frank Meyers, Linky & Michael Furman, 
Miriam & Eli Shiloni, Sarah & Dave Paiken, 
Rochie & Chaim Zabari

..........Barney Wittert – 80th birthday

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Nick & Nellie Alhadeff, Michael & Evelyn Adler, 
Hertzel & Lola Katz, Morris & Pauline Borsuk, 
Naomi Fredman, Annette Milliner-Giladi,
Fay Weinstein, Joe & Jose Grossman, 
Ivan & Sara Greenstein, Uri & Beryl Milunsky
.......... Ruth & Henry Shakenovsky – family smachot

KEREN TELFED FUND
The Keren Telfed Fund was started over 28 years ago.  

Donations are used to assist members of our Southern 
African community in Israel during times of individual or 

family need, or national crisis.  They are tax-deductable.
All donations are acknowledged in this column as soon as 

possible after receipt thereof.
*   *    *    *

If you are invited out for a special evening, why not make a 
donation in honour of your hosts?  Beats melting chocolate or 

wilting flowers!  Your hosts will receive a lovely letter of thanks, 
and the recipients of Keren Telfed assistance will benefit.



Harold & Edie Kaufman ....................................................Ian & Pearl Rogow – 50th anniversary & Ian’s 75th birthday
Joey & Sandra Kaplan ......................................................Maisie Isaacs – 90th birthday
Uri & Beryl Milunsky ........................................................Jesse Swerdlow – 90th birthday
Joe & Jose Grossman ........................................................Herschel Ruskin – Bar mitzvah
Rhona & Marcus Sheer .....................................................Joel & Sharon Goldberg, Carol & Avi Tagner,

Joan & Yossi Schnour, Michele & Sidney
Shapiro – Rosh Hashana greetings

Ron & Riwa Lapid .............................................................Arthur & Vivian Wolman, Arthur & Louise
Lipschitz, Karin Hesselberg, Bryan & Ruth
Slater, Arnie & Rochelle Shub – Rosh Hashana greetings

FOR LONE SOLDIERS
Annette Milliner-Giladi ....................................................Harold & Edie Kaufman – 50th anniversary 

IN MEMORIAM
Itzhak & Pauline Abt ........................................................In loving memory of Alfred Abt
Sharon Epstein .................................................................In memory of Juliette Kuritzky

KEREN ALIZA (in memory of the late Aliza Hatchuel)
Shelley Ashkenazi, Selwyn & Barbara Lurie, Zohar & Ray Levitan, 
Ralph & Freda Lanesman, Yael Stern, David, Jenny, Daniela & Yoni 
Michalowsky, Bex Kroser & Avraham Pal, Mervyn & Joyce Lasovsky, 
Gordon & Rachel Futeran, Jeffrey & Ilana Davis & family, Brian & Rosalie 
Benson, Gessie & Belle Borok, Edgar & Joyce Kohll, Bella Lipman, Gaby 
& Freda Haimovitz, Phyllis Collins, David & Hilary Kaplan, Hugo & Ghita 
Franco, Dave & Gail Bloom, Abe & Marian Gulis, Beverley & Eliahu Soffer 
& family, Diane & Ricky Klein & family, Esther Ami,Varda Holland-Witter, 
Dina, Tim & Leah Tabernik, Fania Melman, Jonathan & Louise Plutchok, 
Leonora Salem, Fay & Zellick Sendzul, Lynn Reid, Estelle & Alan Slevin
.........................................................................................Marvyn Hatchuel – 90th birthday

MAYER PINCUS BAR-EL  (in memory of the late Mayer Bar-el)
Freda Pincus and family ...................................................Gilad Shalit, in tribute to his courage and tenacity

SAM LEVIN MEMORIAL BURSARY (in memory of the late Sam Levin)
Smiler & Lily Levite ..........................................................Danny & Debbie Gilenberg – 55th anniversary
John and Lola Harris ........................................................Dr. Charles Shaikowitz – 70th birthday
Jack & Janice Friedberg ....................................................Maisie Isaacs – 90th birthday
Basil & Zena Berelowitz ...................................................Maisie Isaacs – 90th birthday

Group Donation - Keren Aliza

Norman and Linda Barron, Annette Milliner-Giladi, Jillian 
Milliner, Gessie & Belle Borok, Stanley & Toni Milliner

..........David Kaplan – special  birthday  

Group Donation - Sam Levin Memorial Bursary

Smiler & Lily Levite, 
Ian & Pearl Rogow,
 Itz & Marj Kalmanowitz
................ Harold & Edie Kaufman – 50th anniversary

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Mike & Ros Ayl, Jack & 
Rose Schneider,Nick & 
Jacky Skinner, Shirley 
Kaplan, Ivan & Shirley 
Kantor, Fonda Dubb
.................... Myra Levin 
– special birthday

Minde Tatz, Leila Stein, Roch Morgenstern & 
Chana Stein
.......................Itzik Scher – 80th birthday

Philip Symon is

Philip Symon, always the perfectionist, uses the latest techniques for upgrading, refurbishing and 
maintaining  your property to the highest standard. For over 25 years Philip Symon has been synonymous 
with reliability and expertise. Join his long list of satisfied clients and bring a touch of class to your home.

Services include: •Professional Painting and decorative moldings •Demolition •Bathroom and kitchen 
remodeling •Tiling  •Electrical work •Plaster work and partitions •Plumbing

 mobile: (054)431-5005  email: philip_symon@hotmail.com

“The Perfectionist”

Call today for free advice and/or quotes.

Total Home Renovations

A youthful Maryvn Hatchuel 
celebrating his 90th with familyHarold and Edie 

Kaufman on their 
wedding day 
(above) and (left) 
fifty years on.

Golden Couple
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“Unrecognisable!” is often the animated 
exclamation of ageing chevra when looking 
at photographs of their Southern African youth 
movement days. The features of face and physique 
have changed - as so they should. 

But what of the ideals and values that were 
once held so dear? Had these too dramatically 
morphed over time? More acutely, were they 
jettisoned, diluted or did they impressively impact 
on the decisions made and directions taken? 

These are the questions that South Africans 
Stephen Hellman of Kibbutz Tzora and Lindsay 
Talmud of Ramat Raziel explore in their aptly 
titled book, ‘Ideally Speaking’.

As former members of  the Habonim 
youth movement, they approached their 
subject by interviewing forty-four 
South Africans, most former gradu-
ates from their movement, but also 
those from Netzer Maganim, such as 
Louise Bethlehem, today a senior lec-
turer at Hebrew University and those 
who had been leaders in Betar, 
notably Alan Apter, the late 
Harry Hurwitz - advisor to 
PM Begin on World Jewry, 
Raphael Melmed and former 
Telfed Chairman Hertzel 
Katz. “We purposely ex-
cluded Bnei Akiva, shelving 
religious Zionism for a later 
study; it’s a profound sub-
ject on its own. Our focus 
was on secular Zionism and 
its impact on our personal lives,” ex-
plains Hellman.

Personally Speaking
Confronted with “apartheid and the 

choices available in the sixties,” the 
authors reveal that they opted for the 
path of  kibbutz to implement their so-

cialist ideology. “We honestly believed 
we had the ability to create a just so-
ciety in Israel and to make the world 
a better place.”

So how did it pan out with kibbutzim later 
ingloriously ditching socialism, a fundamental 
component of their core Zionist ideology of 
their youth? 

Their answers as well the responses 
to a variety of  questions of  the forty-
four interviewees – divided into three 
geographical areas: Israel, South Africa 
and elsewhere, (UK, Australia and 
Canada) - offer deep insights as to how 
people’s present lives reflect the ideals 

of  their youth? 
For those who chose the 

“Israel option”, the con-
cerns of  parents were il-
luminatingly articulated by 
Professor Steven Ashheim 
of  Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem. His father, who 
spoke about being “a good 
Jew and a good citizen” was 
nevertheless concerned that 

“I was being suckered in, that 
‘they’ were playing on our innocence.” 
While conceding there may have been 
an element of  truth in this, “we were 
as much creators of  our own culture 
and myths as were the shlichim.” 

Ashheim, who specialises in Cultural 
and Intellectual History, expresses a 
common theme when he says “it was 
mainly in the movement that I was al-
lowed to think about things that mat-
tered.” Habonim offered “liberation 

against the intellectual imprisonment 
of  school.” 

So where does that experience leave you today 
in Israel?

“I am happy here. My self-conscious-
ness and sense of  vulnerability in the 
Diaspora was the product of  belong-
ing to a minority. Zionism meant sov-
ereignty, normalcy, rendering oneself  
the majority.” However, “that rendering 
ourselves a majority was based upon 
a forceful displacement of  the over-
whelming majority that was here be-
fore and rendering them into a similar, 
if  not exact, situation that we sought 
to escape.” 

How do you cope with this?
“I just have to live and wrestle with 

the tensions that pull me in different 
directions.” 

Profound African Footprints 
Clearly evident from the interviews 

is the impact ideology had on fueling 
successive generations of  aliyot and the 
impact it’s had on Israeli society. The 
Israeli interviewees include: President’s 
Prize and the Prime Ministers Award 
recipient Merle Guttmann, who es-
tablished ESRA; Arnie Friedman from 
Kibbutz Yizreel, whose name, in the 
words of  the authors, became “syn-
onymous with the role that kibbutz 
played in absorbing new olim”; Alan 
Hoffmann, Director-General of  the 
Jewish Agency and the first Southern 
African oleh to hold this esteemed posi-
tion; the late political journalist Jerold 
Kessel “The only CNN reporter with 
traces of  Charles Fortune in his de-
livery style”; ‘academic lawyer’ David 
Kretzmer of  Hebrew University and a 
founding member of  the Association for 
Civil Rights in Israel; Tzvi Pantanowitz 
a former reporter, editor and news pre-
senter on Kol Yisrael, renowned educa-
tor Zeev Mankowitz of  the prestigious 

Speaking of
ideals

Review by David Kaplan

Professor Steven Ashheim



Melton Center, famed anti-apartheid 
activist- journalist Benjamin Pogrund 
and founder of  the Yakir Center for 
Social Concern and Gideon Shimoni, 
Emeritus Professor at the Hebrew 
University of  Jerusalem and co-found-
er of  Forum Tzora 
and who credits 
this new initia-
tive from the ide-
ology and values 
inculcated in the 
Habonim of  his 
youth. 

Hindsight
For those inter-

viewees who re-
mained in South 
Africa, like Johnny 
Broomberg, Jules 
and Selma Browde, 
Geoff Budlender, 
Michael Kuper, Jonny Copelyn and 
Dennis Davis, the authors conclude that 
they were pleased they did, “gratified 
to have experienced the transition to 
a multi-racial society.” More than that, 
many contributed to that transition and 
remain actively committed today.

Dr. Selma Browde who is respected 
for her success in changing policies 
and attitudes over many decades con-
cedes that “now at 81, I realize you 
cannot tilt at windmills all your life.” 
There comes a time, “when you have 
to accept.”

While most who emigrated from South 
Africa appear not to have regretted that 
decision, a number did regret at failing 
to take a greater stand in the struggle 
against apartheid. One such is Sydney 
Bloch, an internationally renowned psy-
chiatrist in Melbourne Australia, who 
reflects that “at no stage in Habonim 
did we say, “We will not go to a segre-
gated seaside resort for a picnic.” 

He describes his youthful past “as a 
prototypical moral bystander.” Bloch 
has made a documentary film, “de-
signed to serve as an educational re-

source for kids in Australia...to let them 
know there is a price you pay for moral 
by-standing.”

This Australian initially exercised the 
‘Zionist option’ doing an internship at 

an Israeli hospi-
tal until, “divert-
ed to Australia 
by a romantic 
development.” 
Despite the wan-
ing of  “the spir-
it of  Zionism 
from those ear-
ly days,” when 
he chose a place 
for a sabbatical 
ten years ago, 
“I had no hesi-

tation in choosing 
Jerusalem.”

While many ex-
chevra in Israel tend to anguish over 
failing to live up to their ideals - par-
ticularly the country failing in living 
up to ‘its’ ideals as perceived by them 
in their youth - the Betari members in-
terviewed, exhibit greater pragmatism. 
Both Rafael Melmed and Hertzel Katz 
are not at all perturbed over the jetti-
son of  Greater Israel, a core compo-
nent of  their Betar ideology.

While Melmed says “I never thought 
t h at  t h i s 
c o n c e p t 
was feasi-
ble,” Katz 
reveals he 
too “aban-
d o n e d ” 
the “both 
s i d e s  o f  
the River 
Jordan, as 
an unreal-
istic goal.” However, there are other 
issues about Israeli society that con-
cerns them and are well expressed in 
their interviews.

Katz has channeled Jabotinsky’s con-

cept of Hadar - where noble conduct 
is expected of  people “as descendants 
of  King David and Solomon” - into his 
voluntary work with Telfed, ESRA and 
the promotion of  road safety.

While some may comment on the 
“obsolescence” of  much of  their child-
hood ideology, it did provide for many, 
the cerebral templates directing jour-
ney’s ahead, irrespective of  geographic 
destinations. Some are less impressed 
today with ideology. 

Psychiatry professor and Director 
of  the Child and Adolescent Division 
at the Schneider Children’s Medical 
Center of  Israel, Alan Apter expresses, 
“I am happy that my children are not 
ideological. Ideology has often caused 
more harm than good.” The danger, this 
former Betari warns, “Is when ideology 
becomes more important than people. 
The minute you start saying that for 
socialism, for religion, or for the Land 
of  Greater Israel they have to do one 
thing or another that is when people 
start killing one another. Ideologies 
are dangerous.” 

While conceding “I retreated from the 
ideals I had,” Tzvi Pantanowitz is “not 
sorry about the ideals I believed in, even 
though it may have sounded simplistic. 
The only regret is that I have not done 
enough to make sure there is no pov-
erty in this country. And maybe I have 
not done enough to bring peace about. 
But I am still trying to do it.”

While all have long left 
their movements, it ap-
pears that for many, the 
movements have not left 
them!

Ideally Speaking by Stephen 
Hellman & Lindsay Talmud.  2011. 
Printed in the UK by Lexicon Books 

is available online from www.
bookdepository.co.uk and from 

Amazon as a book, and on Kindle.

At Betar Camp in South Africa: top (l-r) Herzl Melmed, 
Pete Smith, Raphael Melmed (interviewed). seated: 
Icky Albert, Harry Brand, Hertzel Katz (interviewed), 

Mike Levy, Jonathan Pincus.

Authors Lindsay Talmud (left) and 
Steve Hellman at the Apartheid 

Museum in Johanessburg. 

“Idealism is what precedes experience; cynicism is what follows,” wrote author David T. Wolf. Is this necessarily true?
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The 
Summer 

of our 
Discontent

nurtured on egalitarian values, which 
in recent years have been callously jetti-
soned. We are tired of  the government 
and economists arrogantly telling us 
how fortunate we are – that the econ-
omy is doing fine and unemployment is 
low.” And then added, “They are telling 
people to be satisfied who are strug-
gling to pay for roofs over their heads 
and put food on their tables?” 

Although not South African, Mor has 
only praise for the “warm South African 
Jewish community” which she got to 
know well while on Shlichut for two 
years to Johannesburg. When she told 
her father early on in the year that she 
and her fellow students could not afford 
the high rentals in Jerusalem, her father 
replied, “So why don’t you take to the 
streets and protest?” She did!

Mor spent most her summer at the 
‘student tent town’ in the centre of  
Jerusalem where Ben Yehuda Street 
meets King George.

A Touch of Class
On a Thursday evening in August, 

walking down Rothschild Boulevard, 
Linda Barron, a retired English school 
teacher and a member of  the Telfed 
Media Committee, was struck by “how 
orderly the place was organised and 
the plethora of  services provided.” In 
between clusters of  tents there were 
makeshift eateries, a library, a play 
area for children “even a hair dresser 
and a place where you could pick up 
clothing - all for free.” But what most 
impressed this former Capetonian was 
“the high level of  discussion” evident 
at the many well-attended workshops, 
each with their own moderator, on sub-
jects relating to employment, dispari-
ties in salaries, Israel’s evolving class 
system, eroding values in society, the 
housing situation and the inequalities 
for women in the workplace. 

“I stopped at each to listen. What I 

Spring turned to 
summer and the heat 
was on. While much 
of the Arab world was 
ablaze with seething 
discontent, Israelis  
took to the streets, 
city squares and 
boulevards in mass 
protest. Protectective 
of their revolution, 
Israeli protesters were 
quick to exclaim, 
“No comparison” as 
if offended by the 
association.

There were no pitched battles, 
only pitched tents as Israelis 
came out in their thousands, 
building ‘towns’ within towns, 
and ‘cities’ within cities from 
Kiryat Shmona to Eilat. 
While Tel Aviv’s tree-lined 
Rothschild Boulevard, named 
after a scion of  the renowned 
Jewish banking family, stood 
out as the protest movement’s 
iconic and ironic epicentre, 
street names throughout the 
country found themselves no 
less ‘on the map’. 

“Our revolution remains 
not about changing the government 
but of  changing attitudes,” said Mor 
Rubinstein, a second year student in 
Political Science at Jerusalem’s Hebrew 
University.  “We want a society where 
everyone has a stake; if  people share in 
its burdens it should share in its pros-
perity. Israel from its inception was 

People Power: One of  the 
organisers at the Afula Tent City 
was Gary Kaplan, seen here with 

megaphone.



So how did a single 
issue protest over 
high housing 
costs broaden 
into a younger 
generation’s 
demand for social 
justice and a fairer 
distribution of the 
nation’s resources?

Mor relates that 
when one of  the 
student leaders 
in Jerusalem had 
suggested, ear-
lier in the year 
o f  s tar t ing a 
protest, “the re-
sponse had been 
negative; “No-
one would pitch 
up,” people had said.” 

On Saturday the 8th August, over 
300,000 “pitched up” across the coun-
try, putting paid to the over-used ‘epi-
taph’ that Israeli youth are politically 
disconnected. One of  those who “con-
nected” was a 28 year-old multi-media 
designer in Tel Aviv. A new immigrant 
from Johannesburg, Gregory Hall had 
only been in the country four months, 
and already, “in the thick of  a revolu-
tion.” He had met Mor while she was 

discovered was that so was everyone 
else – listening; truly listening, without 
interruption! Astonishing.” 

This clearly resonated with some-
one seasoned in securing decorum in 
the classroom. 

This was so unlike “the heckling of  
our politicians in the Knesset and the 
spectacle we see of  them on TV talk-
shows where it’s volume over substance. 
Here people waited their turn to speak 
– a lesson in civil discourse.” 

Although politicians stayed clear of  
these tent cities, “maybe they should 
visit,” joked Linda. “Not to speak but 
to listen - for a change!”

This “civil discourse” that impressed 
Linda, prevailed at all the tent cities, 
says Mor who visited other protest 
locations. “When I look at what hap-
pened in Libya and the senseless riots 
in the UK, what evolved here, makes 
me so proud to be an Israeli.”

On 
Rothschild 
Boulevard 
in Tel Aviv, 
(top) recent 
oleh from 
Johannesburg 
Greg Hall and 
(left) Kfar 

Saba veteran and Telfed Magazine Editorial Board 
member Linda Barron.

on shlichut in South Africa and “got 
me into it.” 

Back in South Africa “I had never 
been involved in any protests.”  His 
lasting images “of  demos” gleaned 
from television were of  “burning tires.” 
There were protests in Johannesburg 
a year before he left, “and invaria-
bly, shots were fired. The beautiful 
thing here was, no violence – it was 
all peaceful.”

In a way, says Gregory, last sum-
mer’s protests enriched his aliya. “It 
integrated me quickly into Israeli so-
ciety connecting me with the core, 
problematic issues gripping this 
nation.” 

Bringing it Home
While there were always those hop-

ing that it was time for “these people” 
to fold up their tents, this failed to 
happen even when the deteriorating 
security situation in the south inevi-
tably deflected media attention away 
from the protests.

“Even though the tents are gone,” says 

by David Kaplan

Summer 2011, Rothschild Boulevard in Tel Aviv

At the 
Jerusalem “tent 

city”, Hebrew 
University 

student  and 
recent shlicha 

to South Africa 
Mor Rubinstein

continued on next page



don’t know this or don’t care because 
it does not affect them – until tents are 

pitched on their front lawn.”

Tapping into Torah
Intrigued as to whether the pro-

test movement had Torah on its 
side, Telfed Magazine approached 
Prof. Meir Tamari, a former 
economist at the Bank of  Israel 
and a prolific writer and lecturer 
on Jewish Business Ethics. An ac-
tive member of  Bnei Akiva prior 
to making aliya from South Africa 
in 1950, it was as a Senior Lecturer 
at Bar Ilan University that Meir 
began to introduce more Jewish 
sources and content into his eco-
nomics courses, in order to empha-
size that Jewish tradition adopts a 

particular ethical approach to economic 
issues and problems. 

So, has Israel’s economic policies veered off 
course from Torah’s ‘GPS’?

Meir asserts that the Torah is “a moral 
and not an economic textbook.” While 
Judaism “is neither socialist nor capi-
talist,” it demands “limitations” to en-
sure that economic activity “operates 
morally.” Particularly interesting, noted 
Meir “is that religious Jews have been 
shown to be the most ar-
dent supporters of  a free 
market.” 

How does this gel with the 
tenets of Torah?

“The free market is not by 
nature immoral,” says Meir, 
“provided there are regu-
lations to ensure the mar-
ketplace is fair.” This was 
understood by “our rabbis 
who knew what would hap-
pen when the more powerful 
and greedy in the commu-
nity were left free to exploit 
others because of  shortages.”

Gary Kaplan who arrived in Israel from 
Cape Town at the age of  two, “their 
message will endure. It was always less 
about those actually living in the tents 
than those struggling to make a decent 
living ‘in the real world’. The tents were 
simply a powerful metaphor.”

While not detracting from the coun-
try’s existential issues, Gary maintains 
that just “because our politicians are 
endlessly absorbed over security, it 
should not be at the expense of  socio-
economic issues. The moral boundaries of  
this nation are no less significant than 
its final geographic borders.”

An activist in Afula, Gary maintains 
that “the pace of  privatization is killing 
society – we see it in health, education, 
housing, welfare, and particularly hit-
ting hard the periphery, where despite 
the rhetoric and promises, the govern-
ment spends less. People in the centre 
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Telfed’s ‘Tents’
An emblematic piece of art that truly 

projected the spirit of Israel’s ‘Summer 
tent revolution’, was a life-size grey 

papier-mâché tent ‘pitched’ amongst its 
thousands of canvas peers on Rothschild 

Boulevard. 
Some five kilometres east, still in Tel 

Aviv, stands two impressive residential 
buildings - a testament to Telfed’s 

mission since it was established in 1948 
of providing affordable housing for its 

community - a core issue of the protests. 
“This is why,” says Telfed Chairman Dave 
Bloom, “we built residential complexes 

in Tel Aviv and Ra’anana - to rent 
apartments to our olim at below market 
rentals and why we promoted affordable 

housing projects in Ashkelon, Kohav 
Yair, Efrat, Manof, Modi’in, Hadera and 
elsewhere. Many of the concerns of the 

protesters are Telfed’s concerns.”
These concerns extend to supporting 

higher education. “Since the 1970s, Telfed 
has been in the forefront of immigrant 
organizations in providing bursaries for 
our Southern African students in Israel,” 

says Dave.
And if the summer protests are indicative 

of Israel returning towards 
being a more caring 

society, “then Telfed’s PRAS 
programme is clearly in 

line with this sentiment. 
It instills in our youth 

and tomorrow’s leaders, 
the values of caring and 

helping those in need. In 
this way, we are not only 
helping our students by 
offering them bursaries 
of increased value, but 

contributing to creating a 
better society. Is this not 

what the protests are fundamentally 
about?”

Youth Movements rally support: The Noar 
HaOved Information and Education booth on 

Rothschild Boulevard.

Feature



However, says Meir, “We are assuming 
Israel is a ‘free market’! It is not.”  

The benevolent byproduct of  the 
‘free market’ that the more prosper-
ous the nation, the more there would 
be to trickle down to the people is 
not happening. “With services, bank-
ing, insurance, food, transport, elec-
tricity and water controlled either by 
monopoly, custom or law,” says Meir, 
“growth remains in the hands of  the 
few  with very little trickling down.” 
“Only health and education remain to 
some extent  free of  this control but 
who knows what lies ahead on the path 
of  unregulated privatization,” or what 
the protestors would describe as, “un-
fettered capitalism.” 

For Israel’s business to operate with 
Talmudic approval, “the pendulum 
needs to swing back,” says Meir. “Israel 
is not a poor country and can afford to 
provide for its citizens in a way it was 
unable to in its formative years.”

Most disturbing says Meir, is “Israel’s 
growing gap between rich and poor - 
one of  the highest in the world.” Torah 
“would approve the State increasing 
tax on the wealthy,” instead of  rely-
ing so heavily on VAT receipts, which 
taxes everyone - the rich and the poor 
- equally. Tax should attach to the per-
son not the product.”

One blogger recorded that Rothschild 
tent city reminded him of  the words of  
Balaam, “who was sent by the king of  
Moab to curse the children of  Israel 
in the desert (Numbers 24) and instead 
exclaimed: How goodly are thy tents, O 
Jacob, and thy tabernacles, Oh Israel!”    

Possibly even the Zionist philan-
thropist Baron Edmond Benjamin 
James de Rothschild, in whose name 
Rothschild Boulevard is named, would 
have been taken up with the spirit of  
personal empowerment and proclaim, 
“How goodly are thy tents.” • 02-2192428

www.GOLD4CASH.org.il
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While the black 
and white framed por-
trait of  Isaac Ochberg 
has been hanging in 
Telfed’s offices since 
1948, too few knew 
who he was or what he 
had done. And yet, this philanthropist 
and Zionist from Cape Town performed 
an act in 1921 that to this day, stands as 
one of  the proudest chapters in South 
African Jewish communal history. 

Born in the Ukraine and arriving as a 
poor immigrant to SA in 1895, he would 
rise to become one of  South Africa’s 
wealthiest and enterprising men. And 
then, when news reached the Jewish 
community in South Africa in the early 
1920s of  the plight of  over four hundred 
thousand Jewish orphans in Eastern 
Europe facing starvation, disease and 
massacre, it was time to act. 

The year was 1921. 

For the Cossacks it was hunting sea-
son, and Jews were the prey!

Alone, Ochberg set out on a mis-

sion to Eastern Europe 
in May 1921 to rescue 
200 Jewish orphans. 
Supported by the South 
African Jewish commu-
nity and with permission 
from the SA government 
on the number he could 
bring – the figure was ne-
gotiated with Jan Smuts 
-  Ochberg returned tri-
umphantly to Cape Town 
on the Edinburgh Castle 

four months later with 187 orphans. 
Transforming fiction into fact, Ochberg 
- like the “Pied Piper of  Hamelin’ - 
had crisscrossed by train and horse-
drawn cart, a region beset by Civil 
War and pogroms, plucking up or-
phans at cities, towns 
and shtetls. Had they 
not been rescued, the 
odds were they would 
have perished.

History sadly records 
that this was to be. 

A Celebration of Life
The two-day event 

was  organ ized  by 
the Israel Ochberg 
C o m m i t t e e  u n d e r 
the Chairmanship of  
Bennie Penzik – whose 
parents had both been 
Ochberg orphans and 

included, David Kaplan, 
Hertzel Katz, Leon Segal, 
Beryl Ratzer, Ian Rogow, 
Dalia Penzik and Lauren 
Snitcher.

Southern Africans from 
across Israel joined the fami-
lies of  the orphans and the 

families of  the late Isaac Ochberg to 
participate in a jam-packed, two-day 
programme, which included photo 
exhibitions, presentations, workshops, 
and an evening of  speeches, superb 
operatic performances and the screen-
ing of  the Oscar nominated docu-
mentary ‘Ochberg’s Orphans’. For 
many in the audience, unrelated to the 
Ochberg saga, it was overwhelming. 
They saw and heard the Ochberg or-
phans, most of  who have now passed 
on, interviewed in their senior years 
tell their horrific stories and how they 

       Righting 
             a WrongIt was long overdue. One of South 

Africa’s finest communal leaders 
– a hero and a Zionist - has 

finally gained the recognition 
he long deserved when in 

July 2011, Southern Africans 
came from all over the world 

to attend the opening in Israel of 
the KKL-JNF’s Isaac Ochberg Scenic 
Lookout Memorial located in the 

Ramot Menashe Park, near Kibbutz 
Ein Hashofet. 

Due to one man, thousands of Jews 
- descendants of the 1921 ‘Ochberg 

Orphans’ - are alive today.

Restoring the past, enriching the future. 
Bennie Penzik, Chairman of the Ochberg Committee, 

unveiling the original KKL-JNF monument to Isaac 
Ochberg that he had discovered in a storage facility 

twenty years after it had been removed from the 
Elyakim Junction to facilitate roadworks.
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by David E. Kaplan

were literally clutched from the ‘jaws 
of  death’ in Eastern Europe by Isaac 
Ochberg and brought to the safety of  
South Africa. 

“How come we did not know about 
this? Why had we not been taught or 
told?”  These were the perplexing 
questions plaguing many of  the unin-
formed at the end of  the event which 
culminated in the inauguration of  the 
Ochberg Park. 

The park is sponsored – it’s still a 
work in progress - by the KKL-JNF 
in appreciation of  the massive dona-
tion made by Ochberg in 1937, the 
proceeds of  which, were used to buy 
the vast tracts of  land in which the 
kibbutzim of  Dalia and Gal’ed stand 
today. “Ochberg’s bequest to the JNF 
remains the largest ever made by an 
individual,” says Bennie. “However, 
it’s his epic mission to the hell of  
Eastern Europe in 1921 resulting in 
the rescue of  those poor children that 
I am most indebted. Two of  those 
kids became my parents.”

The most moving feature in the park 
is ‘The Hill of  Names’, where embed-
ded in its rock and masonry are the  
plaques of  the names of  all the orphans 

“Daddy Ochberg” saved and brought 
to South Africa. 
Tearfully walk-
ing along the 
path and stop-
ping at her own 
plaque, and then 
the plaques of  
her two sisters, 
was Cissy Harris 
from Haifa. At 
93, she was the 
only ‘Ochberg 
orphan’ to at-
tend the event, 
and was accord-
ed the honour 
of  unveiling the Park’s information 
bronze plaque. 

Most of  the orphans on arriving 
in South Africa in 1921 were divided 
between the two Jewish orphanages, 
Oranjia in Cape Town and Arcadia in 
Johannesburg. Very few were adopted 
by families. And yet one that had been, 
really had a story to tell! 

Arnold Nadelman from Melbourne 
emotionally approached the microphone. 
So overcome with emotion he had been 
reluctant to speak. A little over a week 
before, he had never heard of  Isaac 
Ochberg.  A closer look at a photo 
in an article advertising the Ochberg 
Event in an Australian newspaper fol-
lowed by an observation by his wife Gail 
that the little boy in the photo taken 
in 1921 “looks like you looked as a child, 
Arnold” led him to call David Sandler 
in Perth, who had recently published his 
monumental work: ‘Ochberg Orphans 
– and the horrors from where they came’. 
A quick investigation revealed that his 
father had been one of  the 187 orphans 
and had been adopted by the Nadelman 
family in Johannesburg. Arnold’s life 
was immediately put on hold as he and 
his wife hurriedly boarded a plane to 
Israel to join “my new family” in hon-
oring “Daddy Ochberg”. 

At the ceremony, all were wearing 
their Isaac Ochberg T-shirts – spon-
sored by the Segal family in honour of  
their ‘Ochberg orphan’ mother, Annie. 
On the T-shirts under the portrait of  
Ochberg were the words that have 
resonated for thousands of  years and 
epitomize Ochberg’s legacy: “He who 
has saved one life is as though he has 
saved the entire world.”

If  the ceremony took a while to com-
mence, it was only because people could 
not tear themselves away from the 
‘Hill of  Names’ as each family crowd-
ed around “their” plaque of  their an-
cestor. On this blistering mid-summer 
day, the tears could have irrigated the 
dry, thirsty land of  Ramot Menashe 
on which the park is located.

In the years ahead, the trees plant-
ed will grow, as will the children and 
grandchildren of  the Ochberg orphans 
who will come and visit the park and 

“I am very happy to see that Isaac Ochberg is finally 
getting the recognition he so deserved,” says 93 year-old 

Cissy Harris, sole surviving Ochberg orphan in Israel, in 
an interview with Paula Slier at Kibbutz Gal’ed. Paula, 

the English Russia TV MIDDLE EAST BUREAU CHIEF, is the 
granddaughter of an Ochberg orphan.

At the first unveling of the Ochberg 
monument at Elyakim Junction,  
sometime in the 1950s.
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shelter in the shade of  fully 
grown trees. Eighteen of  those 
trees have been donated by Telfed, 
the first of  which was planted at 
a special tree-planting ceremony, 
by the vice chairman of  Telfed, 
Maish Isaacson.

“We are in the process of  es-
tablishing an Isaac Ochberg 
Heritage Centre to spread the 
legacy of  this great man,’ said Hertzel 
Katz, who announced its launching fol-
lowing addresses by Ochberg’s niece, 
Phyllis Friedlander from Cape Town 
and Ochberg’s granddaughter, Tessa 
Goldin from London. The hope is that 
future South African visitors to Israel 
will include a visit to both the Centre 
at Kibbutz Dalia and to the park “and 
should there be group missions, we in 
the committee, will be happy to acts as 
guides,” says Bennie.

To understand the times and “the 
hell” from where these orphans came, 
one has only to inquire how Ochberg 
orphan Harry Stillerman at the Oranje 
O r p h a n ag e  i n 
Cape Town lost 
the bottom half  
of  his arm. The 
C o s s a c k s  h a d 
murdered his par-
ents in front of  
him, and when one 
of  them on horse-
back was about 
to strike Harry 
with his sabre, he 
raised his arm to 
protect himself. 
Although they 

left him to die in the sand, he sur-
vived and was taken by Ochberg to 
South Africa. 

Epilogue
“Isaac Ochberg was a dreamer who 

made dreams come true,” said Avinoam 
Binder, representing KKL-JNF World 
Chairman Efi Stenzler at the ceremony. 
“When he purchased the land here, the 
scenery was nothing like what we see 
from the lookout today. The land was 
barren and desolate. Ochberg dreamt 
that the Jewish people would come 
here and establish a Jewish state. This 
project in his honour is to educate fu-

Feature

Lucky to be Alive: Descendants of Ochberg orphans walking along 
the path adjacent to the Hill of Names stopping to read the plaques 

of the 187 orphans saved by Ochberg..

‘Family’ 
portrait.  
– they came 
from all over 
the world 
to honour 
“Daddy 
Ochberg”.

ture generations of  Israeli Jews not to 
take our many blessings for granted. 
KKL-JNF is honoured to take part in 
this project in memory of  a man who 
believed in the future of  Israel.”

Issa and Henry Werb best summed 
up “The Ochberg experience in Israel” 
when they wrote to the Ochberg 
Committee on returning home to 
Cape Town: 

“Our 18 year old grand-daughter 
was with us and I made her promise to 
come back to the forest with her own 
children one day to honour those who 
now rest in peace in such a beautiful 
and tranquil place. I see the memorial 

as the hull of  a ship 
with the names on the 
plaques as portholes 
gazing on a wonder-
ful vista. I know that 
the Ochberg children 
have finally all come 
home.”

For further information, 
particularly about visiting 

the Isaac Ochberg Memorial 
Park, organising talks or 
viewing documentaries, 

please 
contact Bennie Penzik 

benzipen@smile.net.il or 
David Kaplan 

hildav@netvision.net.il





“Telfed played a major role in finding personal to occupy key positions in the running of Ashkelon. 
The town’s affairs were run by a management committee headed by Max Spitz and thereafter Louis 

Pincus. Selwyn Lurie served as Managing Director from 1955-1958.
The fist mayor of Ashkelon, Dr. Henry Sonnabend was a South African, so were the town clerk, 
Philip Gillon, the town treasurer, Sam Wulfson, the secretary of the Afridar company, Robert 

Ben-Ami, and the manager of Afridar’s technical department, Max Levinson.
Leo Tager, formerly Vice Chairman of the SAZF, was elected the second mayor and Jack Schneider 
was appointed the city engineer. Max Dexter was later elected Deputy Mayor and held the post for 

seven years.” (Extract from ‘Seventy Years of Southern African Aliyah’ by Philip Gillon.)
Part of local folklore, the story goes that one evening after Max returned home from after one 

of those never-ending council meetings, he found his apartment had been ransacked. Strangely, 
nothing seemed to be missing. On the dressing table where Max’s personal papers were lying in 

disarray, Max noticed a scrawled note: 
“Sorry Max, we didn’t know this was your place.”

People

A Golda Moment
Golda Meir with former 

South African Max Spitz 
(to her right), and Meir 

Hartman, director of 
Amidar, the government 
housing company. at the 

inauguration of the Amidar 
project, Ashkelon where 
Golda said: “What Israel 

needs is more Max Spitzes.”

project. Its mandate was to build a small 
“model garden unit” in this ‘new’ town 
established on the dunes overlooking 
the Mediterranean. The name ‘Afridar’ 
encapsulated these modern founding 
fathers’ Southern Africa roots -  the 
first four letters of  ‘Africa’ and the 
first three letters of  darom, meaning 
‘south’ in Hebrew.

And yet, in this computer age of  
‘search engines’ and ‘Wikipedia’, the 
name of   Max Spitz - the South African 
who initiated the project and spear-
headed its success is nowhere to be 
found. Flowing from my long associa-
tion with Max via our common interest 
in ‘lawn bowls’, which, incidentally he 
introduced into Israel, I was literally 
‘bowled over’ - it is as if  his leadership 
role has been erased.

Not only does the city today need 
protection, so does its history. 

‘Mad Max’
In South Africa, Max had been a lead-

er in the Jewish community and after 
World War II served as chairman of  
the SA Jewish War Appeal to assist 
survivors of  the holocaust in Europe. 
However, as most of  the survivors 
were soon brought to Israel, the ‘SA 
Appeal’ re-directed its funding to the 
most pressing need of  the new Jewish 
state - housing - which included offer-
ing accommodation for new immigrants 

Ashkelon Rising
...and no mention of 

Max
By Norman Spiro

Afridar was set up as a garden city 
in the South African mould.

This past summer, when Ashkelon 
was again in the news at the receiv-
ing end of  Gaza-fired rockets, my 
thoughts wandered back to the days 
following our War of  Independence, 
when Southern Africans were at the 
forefront of  its rebirth.

Through the mediation of  Golda 
Meir who at the time was Minister of  
Labour, a large tract of  land was hand-
ed over to the trusteeship of  the South 
African Zionist Federation, to create the 
neighborhood of  Afridar, named after 
the building company tasked with the 

South Africans Ran the Town
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Talking Heads. (l-r) 
Michael Jankelowitz, 
former JAFI 
spokesperson to the 
English media with JAFI 
chair Natan Sharansky, 
speaking to the press.

As Director of  the Overseas Student 
Division of  the WZO (World Zionist 
Organisation) in the late 1970s, “the 
hot issue at the time was the exile of  a 
certain Jewish scientist to a Soviet gu-
lag.”  This did not muzzle Sharansky’s 
“Let my people go” message and “for the 
nine years, while exiled in Siberia, we 
organized one demonstration after an-
other. Little could I have known then 
that this Refusenik would one day emerge 
as my boss.”

Prior to Sharansky, Michael’s tenure as 
spokesman covered the chairmanships of  
Avrom Berg, Sallai Meridor and Zeev 
Bielski. “What particularly resonated 
about Sallai was his role in events in 
1999. It’s a story hardly remembered 
but has particular significance today; 
particularly in the light of  the global 
assault to demonise Israel.” 

In 1999, the Balkan War was daily 
news, “and when Sallai saw masses of  
Muslim refugees fleeing Kosovo, he 
called the Prime Minister and said, “its 
erev Pesach, the festival of  freedom; as 
Jews, we should do something.” What 
followed was a meeting in Meridor’s of-
fice, which included the Ambassador of  
Albania, (the country to which many of  
the refugees were fleeing), and a cam-
paign was launched.” Shortly thereafter, 
“throughout Pesach, food, clothing and 
other necessities were collected at JAFI 
drop-off  points 
in  Tel  Aviv 
and Jerusalem 
w h e r e a f t e r, 
I s r a e l  f l e w 
this humani-
tarian aid to 
the  M u s l i m 
r e f u g e e s . ” 
However, that 
was not all! 

Only a few 
hours before 
nightfall on the 
Monday, when 

Israel began observing Yom HaShoah, 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day) a gleam-
ing Boeing 737 lifted off  the tarmac 
of  Macedonia’s principal airport, head-
ing to Tel Aviv with over 100 Muslim 
refugees from Europe’s worst ethnic 
cleansing since World War II.  

“All in all, over 250 came,” says 
Michael. “We housed them for over 
two years in our absorption centres 
until the war ended and they returned 
to Kosovo.” Mike recalled the words 
of  Astrit Kuchi, a 24 year-old Muslim 
medical student who was forced at 
gunpoint from his home in Kosovo’s 
capital, Pristina: “We have had a very 
similar fate as the Jews. I think they 
understand us better than anyone. If  
they can’t help us, no one can.” 

On The Northern Front
Zeev Bielski’s leadership proved, “in-

spiring during the Second Lebanese 
War in 2006 - the way he galvanized 
Israeli society and Jewish communities 
abroad to support our civilians caught 
up in the conflict.” Following the initial 
Katyusha barrage, a letter went out to 
the global Jewish community from the 
JAFI Executive which ominously began: 
“The State of  Israel awoke this morning 
to a harsh and worrisome reality...” 

That reality that “saw rockets land-
ing in densely populated civilian cent-
ers in our cities and towns”, moved the 

Agency to 
establish “a 
24/7 Jewish 
A g e n c y 

from South Africa. 

Part of  the scheme was to develop a 
housing project “in the South African 
mould”- single homes with private 
gardens and red-tiled roofs of  which 
some remain today. Many of  these 
homes were initially occupied by South 
Africans and as testament to their con-
tribution, many streets in Ashkelon are 
named after South African cities; some 
of  them even in Afrikaans. 

At the inauguration of  the Amidar 
project  Golda Meir expressed it best 
“It took a madman’s dream and his per-
sistent persuasion to revive a town destroyed 
centuries ago. What Israel needs is more 
Max Spitzes.”

“Well Said, 
Michael....”

Recollections of a spokesman
By David Kaplan

“Wonderful memories; rich in history,” is the 
way Michael Jankelowitz describes his long 
tenure at the Jewish Agency (JAFI). Michael 
grew up in Port Elizabeth and is the son of 
the late Colin Jankelowitz, a former chairman 
of the Eastern Cape Zionist Federation, and 
the courageous lawyer who represented 
Goven Mbeki, a leader of the ANC and the 
father of South Africa’s former president 
Thaba Mbeki. Michael recently retired as the 
JAFI’s spokesman to the English media. He 
spoke to Telfed Magazine about “some of the 
highlights of his tenure.” 

The last two years under Natan 
Sharansky’s chairmanship, “felt like 
completing a circle.” Standing with 
Sharansky at press conferences, always 
took Michael’s mind back to his per-
sonal genesis in the Zionist movement. 



Worth his weight in gold

‘Situation Room’ that immediately 
got into high gear.” 

The global Jewish community re-
sponded. “Within 24 hours, large funds 
were pledged towards JAFI’s effort to 
evacuate children to the centre of  the 
country,” and when Bielski appealed that, 
“in these hours and days, we need more 
than ever, to unite the global Jewish 
population to strengthen our morale 
and hearts” what followed were non-
stop Solidarity Missions from abroad. 
Constantly facing microphones, Michael 
was in the thick of  the media attention  
on JAFI’s projects and activities which 
did not cease at war’s end.

No sooner had the last shot been fired 
when JAFI was tasked with develop-
ing a comprehensive plan “for rebuild-
ing the Galilee. Lives were shattered, 
businesses ruined, and property de-
stroyed and so began our mission of  
rebuilding.”

The Front Page
When asked what one incident or 

event best summed up the raison d’être 
of  the Jewish Agency, Michael had no 
hesitation in revisiting the year 1991 
while on shlichut in New York for the 
WZO. “Each morning on the way to 
work, I would stop at a kiosk, run by 
an Indian at the corner of  Lexington 
Avenue and 86th Street to buy my 
Hebrew Yedioth Ahronoth.” 

Then, on the same day that the 
former Prime Minister of  India, 
Rajiv Gandhi, was assassinated and 
the event appeared on the front 
pages of  every major newspaper, 
Michael’s puzzled Indian newspaper 
seller asked, “How come your news-
paper is the only one out of  touch? 
New York Times, News of  the World, 

Washington Post its all about the as-
sassination...... Who are all these 
strange, black people on your front 
page, clothed in white, holding um-
brellas?” “So I explained that these 
are Jews, crowding outside the Israeli 
embassy in Addis Ababa. They are 
afraid of  the rebels that were about 
to enter the capital.”

“You are worrying about black peo-
ple in Africa? Are you crazy?”

This same episode repeated itself  
each morning over the ensuing days, 
until “over a two-day period I was 
away and hence did not stop at my 
bookstand. Then, on the Monday, 
the Indian bookseller saw me com-
ing, jumped out of  his booth, hugged 
me and then presented me with the 
copies of  Yedioth Ahronoth that he 
had kept for me.”

“You don’t know what happened” 
he said. “I suddenly ran out of  your 
newspaper. Never happened before! 
People were crowding round to buy 
it, I had to order more copies and I 
did not have you to explain to me 
what was happening. Then I looked 
at the New York Times and on the 
front pages on the other papers – it 
was all the same; of  how your peo-
ple rescued in one day, 14,000 people 
and brought them to Israel.”

Michael smiled.

“Now I understand why the Jews 
are the Chosen People. What oth-
er country would send airplanes to 
bring 14,000 people to their country? 
You know, I came to America for my 
children. I am selling newspapers but 
I want my children to have univer-
sity degrees. I do not have an Israel 
to help me. I envy these Ethiopians 
that have another country that cares 
so much for them.”

Michael says he cherishes these 1991 
Yedioth Ahronoths from his Indian 
friend. It reminds him constantly 

of  “our eternal mission,” enshrined 
in the Book of  Deuteronomy and 
in numerous writings thereafter of  
Kibbutz Galuyot - “The ingathering 
of  the exiles.” •

Breaking 
ground 

is hard to do
“It was touch and go,” says Jonathan Zausmer 

from Kochav Yair as a Zionist molehill morphed into a 
mountain of local Arab opposition. 

E a r ly  s u m m e r 
f o u n d  Jo n at h a n 
lobbying on behalf  
of  Forum Tzora 
for the Southern 
African ‘Habonim 
Dror’ group in Israel 
(shnaties), to contrib-
ute one day to an 
English Summer 
Camp programme 
for Arab children 

in Nazareth.

Although seasoned in local and mu-
nicipal politics, Jonathan soon discov-
ered that the road of  good intentions 
does not necessarily pave the way for 
easy passage.

Encouraged over the phone by the 
response of  Kamel Barghouti  -  “We 
are for peace and coexistence - you 
are welcome to bring your volunteers 
to work with us” -  Jonathan and the 
Shnat group’s facilitator, 22 year-old 
Jayson Lazar,  set off  to Nazareth to 
meet with the keen Arab youth coun-
selor.  The meeting went well. 

The plan was for the shnatties to run 
a day of  activities - all in English. Just 
one small matter needed to be settled. 
The Nazareth municipality, which spon-

Jonathan Zausmer, an 
activist with Forum 

Tzora, organized this 
event.

People
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continued on next page

sors the programme, “would have to 
give its final approval.”

Worth a Try
With less than 24 hours to go, 

Barghouti called to say “there are 
problems.”  It was clear what those 
problems were. “Some extremists were 
ready to rip moderate local govern-
ance apart for letting ‘Zionists’ loose 
on their children.” It went all the way 
up the ladder to the mayor’s office with 
the final ruling: “We could come and 
observe, but no instruction. In other 
words, to be seen but not heard.”

The “easiest thing would have been 
to walk away and say: “We are an open 
folk and support just causes; however , 
we are proud Zionists so goodbye and 
good luck”.” 

Jonathan felt at a pivotal crossroad. 
Which road to take? 

He then thought:  “Would we in 
Kochav Yair not also have expressed 
concern if  an Arab group proposed 
running a programme in our schools 
for a day?”

He decided to accept the terms and 
“observe”, reasoning that “you never 
know how things may work out. Just 
being with people close-up can create a 
positive and unexpected dynamic.”

The heat was on
On the 15th of  July, a minibus with 

the shnat group pulled into the parking 
lot of  Tukan Primary School.  They 
anticipated a tough day with “the tem-
perature soaring to 37degrees and the 
classrooms not air-conditioned.” But 

worst of  all, says Jonny, “we had little 
idea of  what our roles would be – we 
went in blind.”  

There was no reason to worry. The 
shnaties “quickly began interacting 

with the children,” and meaning-
ful progress was evident when 
Barghouti asked the shnatties to 
assist with the ‘story telling’. 

He had good reason to! “The kids 
by this time had become unruly 
as the regular English instruc-
tors had totally lost control. The 
shnaties immediately showed their 
leadership skills.”  Taking charge, 

Engagement. South African Habonim ‘shnaties’ participating at a 
Palestinian summercamp in Nazareth. Jayson Lazaar, the Shnat 

group’s facilitator is seen on the left.



Class Act
The kids run after their English teach-

ers shouting, “When are we going to 
‘THE room’?” referring to their school’s 
innovative ‘English Learning Centre’. 

It’s not often that one finds 
pupils so enthused, partic-
ularly Israeli kids when it 
comes to class! 

However, this appears 
the case at the ORT 
Leibowitz High School 
in Netanya, says former 
Capetonian Merle Mitrani 
(née Eison), the School’s 
head of  the English de-
partment. Covered in 
the Hebrew daily ‘Yediot 
Ahronoth’, Merle was re-
cently honoured at a spe-
cial ceremony at Kfar 
Macabiah for her contri-
bution to English teach-
ing in Israel spanning 
32 years.

These are good days for 
Netanya ORT School which last year 
won a prestigious prize for being in 

Photo D. Kaplan

Star Chamber
Merle Mitrani with two 

of her students in the 
popular ‘English Learning 

Centre’behalf of Telfed.

“they pacified this rowdy bunch who 
were jumping on chairs and shouting. 
Soon they had them listening quietly 
and then motivated them to start act-
ing out the stories narrated in English 
by the shnaties.” 

Ray of Light
In a way, says Jonathan, “this seeming-

ly insignificant adventure encapsulates 
much of  our pain and mistrust when all 
too often, the moderates are outflanked 
by the extremists. Thankfully, the poli-
ticians were nowhere on the landscape 
and we all ‘communicated’ and worked 
together. Maybe this is the ray of  light 
we need to hold on to.”

“Most important,” stresses Jonathan, 
“We went ahead instead of  so easily 
walking away.” •

the top ten schools in the country for 
dramatically improved Bagrut scores. 
Contributing to the school’s rising rep-
utation, Merle and her team, have been 
drawing media attention to their pio-
neering use of  their English Learning 
Centre, one of  only ten such centers’ 
in Israel.

These ‘learning labs’ are supplemen-
tary to the regular English classes. 
“They offer a wide range of  ways for 
the pupils to study English - Smart 
Board, computers, You-tube, movies, 
video clips, regular printed material, 
either alone or in concert with others, 
quietly or vocally -  it’s their choice. 
Instead of  imposing a mode of  in-
struction, we create the space and of-
fer diverse methodologies from their 
‘New World’ to self  educate with their 
teacher’s support.” 

The only complaint so far, says Merle, 
“is that they only attend the Centre once 
every two weeks,” hence their ‘harass-
ment’ of  their teachers.

Merle, who has four children and 
three grandchildren, accompanied her 
husband Avi on shlichut to Cape Town 
in 1976, when the SAFZ-Telfed Manof  
project was initiated.

In  Memoriam
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This last September, 
saw Rona Joffe of 

Ra’anana take gold 
in the individual 50 

metres, 100 metres and 
200 metres backstroke 

events at the European 
Masters Swimming 

Competition at Yalta in 
the Ukraine. The Israeli 

team of 27 swimmers 
won an impressive total 

of 55 medals. Debbie 
Chitiz, a former Telfed 

staff member was 
another former South 

African in the team.

Golden Girl



Judy Zabari (Kochav Yair

Doreen Miodownik
Telfed mourns the passing of  Doreen, 

wife of  the late Max Miodownik, who 
had served as Treasurer of  Telfed be-
fore taking over the chairmanship of  the 
organisation from 1975 to 1978. If  they 
say behind every successful husband 
stands the wife, so it was with Doreen’s 
sterling support of  her husband through 
one of  Telfed’s busiest periods in its 
history. Aliya from SA peaked in 1977 

with a record of  
1,400 immigrants, 
and specialized sub-
committees were es-
tablished to meet 
an increased aliya 
of  professionals. It 
was also the period 
of  Telfed moving of-
fices from Hayarkon 

Street to Clal building, the 
acquisition of  funds for 

Telfed to build its apartment blocks in 
Ra’anana and Tel Aviv and the start of  
Telfed Magazine. Telfed also initiated a 
memorable tour to South Africa of  the 
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra.

The music of  that dynamic era remains 
part of  the legacy of  this fine couple. 
Telfed expressed heartfelt condolences 
to son Issy Miodownik and daughters 
Michele Shapiro, Heather Harpaz and 
their families.

Gerald Blackman
Gerald, who devoted a large part of  

his life to assisting non-profitable or-
ganizations and Israeli Society at large, 
served on the Telfed Executive at a 
time when our Organization was re-
structuring itself  to adjust to changing 
times. With his expertise, he initiated  a 
strategic planning process and a sys-
tem for evaluating Telfed’s activities 
and services, thus contributing to the 
efficient running and management of  
our organization. Telfed extends sin-
cere condolences to Brenda Blackman, 
her children and grandchildren on the 
passing of  their beloved Gerald. 

Paul Feldman
Telfed expresses heartfelt condolences 

to Isla Feldman, Director of  the South 
African Zionist Federation and Director 
of  the JNF (South Africa) on the pass-
ing of  her husband, Paul Feldman.

Naomi Fisher
Telfed mourns the passing of  Naomi 

Fisher, who was a temporary volun-
teer at Telfed, and whose late hus-
band, Gerald, had been a member of  
the Telfed staff. Condolences to her 
children Lawrence, Carlene and Errol, 
spouses and grandchildren.

Telfed chairman Dave Bloom, 
members of the Directorate, 

Exco and all staff express 
heartfelt condolences to 

families whose loved ones 
(listed below) have passed 

away in recent months:

              Yochanan Nalkin (ex-England)    
Caring advice, guidance and organisation in arranging burials, 
headstones, memorials and repairs to older stones.
Making those elements of your grief that 
have to be dealt with less stressful.

Optional home visits.
054-4641752 (not Shabbat)
yochanan.nalkin@gmail.com
References available.
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Anita Berman, Herzliya

Brian Braude, Hod Hasharon

Celle Mandel, Herzliya

Colin Gecelter, Rishon Lezion

Dan Druin, Manof

Doreen Miodownik, Tel Mond

Eda Yanai, Givatayim

Ernest Lessem, Raanana

Gerald Blackman, Ramat Hasharon

Henrietta Birer, Herzliya

Isaac Burland, Beit El

Jeffrey Katz

Joe Bergman 

Joel Kol, Rosh Pinna

Joseph Benayoun, Netanya

Joseph Hirsch, Haifa

Kathy Cohen, Raanana

Louis Hellig, Kochav Yair

Naomi Fisher, Raanana

Naomi Schmidt, Rishon Lezion

Rose Sher, S. Africa

Ruth Galgut, Raanana

Sadie Tuch, Tel Mond

Solly Josman, Herzliya

Stella Shippel, Tel Mond

Max and Doreen 
Miodownik

In  Memoriam



Computer
Israel’s PC doctor, complete PC, 
Network, & Internet Support – House 
calls day or night; Expertly solving all 
computer problems; repairs, sales, upgrades 
& instruction, Microsoft & CompTIA 
Certified; 19 years experience.  Free consul-
tations & advice.  Remote & Onsite Support. 
References available–see website. Contact 
Beau: (054)772-6239, beau1@techie.com; 
www.israelpcdoctor.com 

Counselling
Improve relationships - marital, family 
and individual counselling. Trauma de-
briefing. Loss and grief  work. Building 
self-esteem and teaching social and 
problem-solving skills for teens. Jackie 
Galgut (054) 9762513. (Counselling so-
cial worker)

Electrician
Shimon’s Services - For all your electri-
cal and household appliances: repairs, 
instillation and maintenance, in Modiin, 
Jerusalem, Beit Shemesh and the Sharon 
Areas. For friendly and reliable service call 
Shimon Zack, (054)245-6448 (052)295-
3717, (08)970-7194. Not Shabbat.

Handyman
Your handyman for all your home 
maintenance requirements in the Sharon 
Area: •Painting •Plumbing •Electrical 
•Carpentry •Fencing •General Repairs 
•Pergolas. For a free quotation, call Craig 
(052)867-5235

Sewing Machines
Repairs on all makes of  sewing ma-
chines and overlockers. Big discounts on 
new machine prices. Trade-ins accepted. 
Used machines bought and sold. Free 
advice and help gladly given. Jock Kahn 
(09) 7741568, 052 -4672113 

We Want
Any China, household goods, tableware, 

silver plate, glass-
ware, bric-a-brac or 
small furniture that 
you can live without? 
Or moving house? 
We’ll make you an of-
fer you can live with. 
Call Sol or Lorraine, 
Gallery Lauren, 83 
S o ko l o v  S t r e e t , 
Ramat Hasharon. 
Tel. (03)540-9481.

Classifieds
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Accommodation
Holiday Apts,  Ra’anana, Herzliya 
Pituach, Jerusalem and Netanya, web-
site www.rentisrael.com , info@rentis-
rael.com (050)711-7967 voip (416)630-
9639 skype caryfox1
Holiday Apartments - Ra’anana: mod-
ern, central, fully-furnished and equipped. 
Sleeps 6/8, 2 bathrooms, central air-con-
ditioning. Short-term rentals available. 
Contact Ralph: (054)429-1455/6, (09)749-
3399, Not Shabbat.
B & B in Centre of  Ra’anana. Double 
Room + own bathroom in lovely apartment. 
Tel: (077)210-3230, (052)676-5517. 
annhlevin@hotmail.com
Ra’anana: 2 roomed furnished apartments, 
short and long term. Great location. Also 
available either weekly or monthly: Daniel 
Hotel, Herzliya, Studio apartment with 
lovely sea view. Tel: (09) 774-2303, Fax 
(09) 771-7202. Not Shabbat.
Accommodation to let in Ra’anana: 
3-roomed holiday apartment, furnished, 
including use of  gym and pool, short or 
long term. (050)792-4473.

Antique Clock Repairs
Antique Clock Repairs: I repair and 
make new parts for your old or antique 
clock. I am a specialist in this field! 
Countrywide Service. I also buy and sell 
classic and unique clocks. Susan (09)772-
9222, (052)243-0040.

Catering
Fonda’s Catering - catering for all oc-
casions. Offering certified Kosher cater-
ing from Fonda’s at Meatland for all your 
catering needs from Britot to Weddings. 
For further information, contact Nicky 
052-8488678.

MANDELA’S BOSS
The Sidelsky-

Nelson Mandela 
Connection

“To former Boss Laz,
Compliments and best wishes to 
a man who trained me to serve 
our country. I will ever remain 

indebted to you and Godie.
Mandela 14.1.95”

‘Mandela‘s Boss’ is the story 
of Lazer Sidelsky, a prominent 
South African Jewish lawyer,  

who believed in the abilities of 
a young black law clerk, Nelson 

Mandela. 
 Sidelsky‘s sons, Barry and Colin, 

document the relationship 
between these two men with 
illuminating stories, events, 
articles, newspaper cuttings 
and photographs involving 

the Sidelsky family and Nelson 
Mandela.

To order the book contact 
Barry Sidelsky at 

dovs1@netvision.net.il or 
02-6519995   054-5308804
Price NIS 60 /  NIS 75 (inc, postage)


