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hat could surpass the joy
of hearing the words
“Chag Sameach,” from
a patient who should
long have passed on to the hereafter? This experience has been the “enriching reward” for a former South
African, Prof. Joe Borman from a
heart transplant patient performed
thirty years ago at Hadassah Hospital
in Jerusalem. “Each year, on Rosh
Hashanah, he calls to wish my family Shana Tova. No accolade or award
can beat hearing his voice,” says Joe,
who was a recipient of Telfed’s prestigious Academic Achievement Award
(AAA) in 2000 for his contribution
to medicine in Israel.
In this issue we review Prof. Borman’s
long-awaited autobiography ‘Open
Hearts - Memoirs of a Cardiac Surgeon’.
Apart from having performed Israel’s
first successful heart transplant, Joe
was a pioneer in valve replacement
and coronary artery bypass surgery.
An enthralling read, Joe’s journey
is also a reminder as we approach
Hanukkah - the festival of lights of how Southern African Aliyah has
truly illuminated Israel’s landscape
since its inception.
Processing thousands of Southern
African olim over six decades, Telfed
is proud of its wide-ranging
achievements and the community it serves. Its work is acknowledged by a government
and Jewish Agency that have not
hesitated to knock on Telfed’s
doors to request assistance in absorbing immigrants from Yemen,
Russia, Ethiopia and Iran, and
as of 2013, why the Australian
Zionist Federation approached
Telfed to process Australian olim.

A

Towering Telfed

h eart’ening

Editorial

journey of
ser vice to society

Telfed’s legendary expertise in absorbing olim is reflected in a letter by
Shifra Kirshenbaum of the Ministry
of Absorption in recommending Telfed
for the Ministry’s 2013 prestigious
award for “the best organisation utilising volunteers in the field of Aliyah
Absorption.”
“Telfed sets an example for other immigrant groups by having shown since its
inception in 1948, how a limited staff
- supported by a large group of motivated volunteers - is able to effectively
assist in the absorption of immigrants.
In my work at the Ministry of Absorption,
I find myself time after time citing Telfed
as an exemplary example of how to encourage Aliyah and process olim. I always recommend that organizations and
persons in the field of absorption should
study Telfed’s operation and learn how
effectively it meets the demands of housing, employment, education and social integration.
Telfed volunteers have considerable influence in all areas of the organization
and the collaboration between the professional staff and dedicated volunteers,
allows Telfed to succeed in providing ser-

vices of the highest order.
I therefore warmly recommend Telfed
for the Ministry of Absorption Award.”
Like Prof. Borman receiving his annual “Chag Sameach” from a thankful
patient, Telfed staff will tell you that
their best “rewards” are the many letters and calls they receive each week
from members of the community,
thanking Telfed for its concern about
their welfare and the services provided.
With Israel’s spectacular embrace of
the ‘New Age’, affirmed in 2013 by
two more Israeli Nobel Laureates both for Chemistry, and one of whom,
Michael Levitt, is Pretoria-born “we are acutely aware that Israel’s
most prized resource is its intellectual capital - and hence are proud of
Telfed’s long-standing role of providing scholarships to the financially-strapped talented young members
of the Southern African community,”
says Telfed Chairman Dave Bloom.
At the same time the Chairman adds,
“Our PRAS programme of leveraging
a larger scholarship with community
service, succeeds in inculcating the values in our youth of which this nation
was built on - giving back to society.”
As Israel journeys into the future,
Telfed stands equipped with a sound
infrastructure, a solid reputation and
increasing cadres of volunteers to
further enrich the Israeli landscape
– small in geography, huge in history
and infinite in potential.
Chag Hanukkah Sameach.
Dave Kaplan, Editor

Israel - the Rainbow Nation: All former Africans, Telfed
volunteer Adv. Leslie Hanen with his adult Ethiopian
students in Hadera.
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In th e Mail

Partnership for Peace. The IDC Herzliya and Truth be
Told (TbT) team up in sending and training Ethiopian
students to South Africa during Israel Apartheid Week
(IAW) 2013. Jonathan Davis, VP for External Relations
and Head of the International School, IDC Herzliya,
Maurice Ostroff (TbT), Charles Abelsohn (TbT), Israela
Falka, Dina Lakao-worko, Prof. Uriel Reichman,
President and Founder of the IDC Herzliya, Naomi
Shafraw and Dvora Desta.

From Truth
Denied to Truth
be Told

Dear Editor,
The July 2013 issue of Telfed Magazine
was superb. The article on the upcoming 19th Maccabiah, and the historical background and photographs was
a gem as well as an important contribution in recording an enriching chapter in Southern African Jewish History.
I also loved the article on our five outstanding IDC, Herzliya Ethiopian students who made the case for Israel in
South Africa during Israel Apartheid
Week (IAW) in March. Anyone who
read that article would experience no
less satisfaction than the members of
Truth be Told (TbT) who helped prepare them for their mission, as well as all
those dedicated to presenting the truth
about Israel in hostile environments.
Kol hakavod,
Jonathan Davis
Vice President for External Relations

Head of the Raphael Recanati International
School, I.D.C. - The Interdisciplinary Center
Herzliya

[Ed. Note: Inspired by the success in South
Africa, the IDC, Herzliya has been sending student delegations to cities and university campuses in Europe and the USA
to tell the truth about Israel to a world fed
on a diet of distortion and disinformation.
The results have been inspiring.]

Dear Editor,
I am really impressed with the latest format of your Magazine especially
the cover which is always so artistic. I
read through the whole Magazine and I
now only know about 5% of the people
mentioned, whereas years ago, I used
to know at least 85%!!
However, “what was vas” and I am
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pleased to read that Telfed continues to
help so many needy people, especially
now with the new projects for Ethiopians
and that new generations of Southern
Africans are continuing with the admirable work of their predecessors.
“Kol Ha’kavod”!
Sybil Sadowsky
The Mediterranean Sea Towers, Nordia

A Hom ecoming

Dear Editor,
My arrival in Israel was nothing less
than FANTASTIC.
Being greeted personally by a representative of Telfed who assisted me
in every way to relieve the anxiety of
Aliyah was more than I dreamed of;
plus coffee on hand; calls to family;
everybody helpful and friendly, making this transition in the first hour happy and stress-free.
“I’m Home”. A jubilant Robyn
Lazarow at immigration at Ben
Gurion Airport.

The Telfed representative did not
leave my side until I was safely in a
taxi on the way to meet my twin sister Pam Jankelowitz.
Telfed’s support did not end there.
Susan Sharon (Telfed Aliyah
Counsellor) visited me at the Ulpan
explaining all the important steps
that lay ahead, assuring me that at
all time Telfed would be there to as-

sist me. This was followed by Sharon
Bernstein counselling me on job opportunities and Telfed’s social worker, Louise Geva lending a sympathetic
ear coupled with sound advice.
Telfed has proved a true “ Home
away from Home”.
Robyn Lazarow, Ra’anana.

Setting th e Track
Straigh t

Dear Editor
That photo you have on page 20
of “the South African Delegation
to the first Maccabi Games after
Independence” was a random shot
taken of some of the team, together with Israeli officials who came to
greet us at the Lod Airport. This is
evident from the otherwomen in the
photo as I was the only woman in the
entire SA team.
On page 21 there is a photo of me
running in the 100 metres at the 1952
Games. Both facts are wrong. It was in
1950, and it was the 60 metre sprint.
Regarding the photo of the opening ceremony on page 24, it was not
in 1957 but in 1950. Please could
you label them correctly, in case you
want to use them
again in the future and I am no
longer around to
check on them!!
Edna Kaplan,
Hod Hasharon

Fast Times. Sprinter
Edna Kaplan at the 1950
Maccabiah standing
outside Telfed’s office in
Tel Aviv.

Focus on Telfed

Beyond the Bar.
Giving back to society
are attorneys Leslie
Henan and Issy
Kramer (Ex-mayor of
Boksburg) holding up
text books donated by
Eric Cohen which they
use to teach English to
Hadera Ethiopians.

Mo v e
e
h
t
on
Te lf ed

“Telfed in
Transition”
large posters in South Africa and went
on sale. The printing of the posters
was sponsored by Brian Nathan of
Fishwicks Printers in Durban. “We believed they would sell well as Succot
decorations and while we only printed 200 they were quickly snapped up
as gifts, raising over R40,000 which
will be going towards our project
in Hadera,” expressed an exuberant
Mel Cohen, Telfed Exco member
who is spearheading the TECI project. It was Mel’s sister-in-law, Dori
Weil from South Africa, who when
visiting Maksam earlier this year, saw
the paintings on the walls and had a
‘WOW moment’. She immediately
recognized the art’s fundraising potential and together with her chil-

Learning is
Fun: Volunteers
helping Ethiopian
kids with their
schoolwork in
Hadera.

My, its Grown
It’s not a boy nor a girl but TECI
(Telfed Ethiopian Community Initiative)
that Telfed gave birth to earlier this
year in partnership with MAKSAM,
the longest functioning non-profit
organization in Israel for Ethiopians
(see Telfed July 2013). Like its ‘Abba’
Telfed - its ‘on the move’.
Maksam is an Amharic word describing the work of the bee passing from
flower to flower collecting nectar, and
producing honey - and it’s “honey”
that Telfed is producing in Hadera.
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Classes for adults are being held each
Wednesday afternoon with volunteers,
Issy Kramer and Leslie Henan from
Herzliya running the lessons. “Some
of our students hardly knew a word
of English when we started but they
are so driven to learn because they
know it will help them in the workplace,” said Issy. At present they are
6
teaching the Ethiopian leaders of
their community in Hadera, “who
are enjoying the lessons as much as
we are” added Leslie. While Issy and
Leslie are presently focused on teaching English to adults, Maksam provides after-school lessons in English,

Math, Hebrew and computers to over
200 children from 4.00-7.00pm, five
days a week. TECI strives to provide
teachers as well as funding.
Telfed will soon be starting new classes for Ethiopian adults and is looking for volunteers in the Hadera district, or from as far afield as Ra’anana
and Haifa.

Colourful Message
The project before Succot reached
new heights when paintings with
a colourful mix of Ethiopian and
Judaic themes by MAKSAM’s young
Ethiopian students were printed as

Making Music. One of the magnificent paintings
by an Ethiopian schoolchild that is selling well as a
poster in Israel and South Africa.

dren, Dean and Jemma,
propelled this venture forward in South Africa as
a project of the Les Weil
Humanitarian Trust. In
Israel, Jeff Kaplan, assisted by Bobby Kantor coordinated the technical side,
“and now there is talk of
possibly converting them
into table place mats. The
posters are also available
for sale in Israel,” says Mel.
“They are brilliant,” asserts Les Henan and feels
strongly that “to really put
the Ethiopian narrative on
the map visually, national
stamps should be made of
these paintings.” Les has a
point. The insights of these
young Ethiopian artists have
in a Naïve Style captured a
community’s cultural transition. There is a heart-warming painting of an Ethiopian
mother dressed in traditional attire wearing a Magen
David necklace with her
four children - three hiding behind her on one side,
and another clutching her
dress on the other. It reflects
the strong family bond; the
protective nature of the parent and the understanding
how this proud nation lit-

Chairman’s Report
As I start my second term as Chairman
of Telfed, it is important to report our
achievements over the past two years
and present some insights regarding
plans for the next two years. Due to space limitation in this
printed magazine, I refer you to my full report on our website at www.telfed.org.il/report or you may obtain a copy
by e-mail from the Telfed office. I would like to express my
thanks and appreciation to the outgoing Executive Council
and Directorate and welcome the new committees for the
incoming term and wish them every success.
The focus of my message here is to announce the retirement soon of our Director, Sidney Shapiro.
Sid has served Telfed and the Southern African community in Israel for an action-packed 42 years. His dedication
and integrity has without doubt left a huge imprint on the
organisation. We will be sorry to see him depart from the
day-to-day running of Telfed but knowing Sid, we certainly will not be saying farewell. There will be more occasions
to express our deep appreciation as Sid’s retirement only
takes effect following another milestone - his 70th birthday in March 2014.
We have well prepared for this transition. Taking over
from Sid as Chief Executive Officer will be Telfed’s present
Deputy Director, Dorron Kline (45). Prior to working at
Telfed for the last seven years, Dorron served as an inspiring
and energetic Director of The Israel Centre in South Africa
and so was in the position of overseeing the absorption of
the very olim he encouraged and assisted to make Aliyah.
He understands the process in its entirety. Born and bred
in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), Dorron made Aliyah
in 1985 from South Africa.
Telfed is also appointing Nava Lapid (43), currently Finance and Administration Manager as its new Chief
Operating Officer. A Sabra married to a South African, Nava
has worked for Telfed for the last five years following a career in several large Israeli corporations.
More details of Telfed ‘On the Move’ will be published in
the months ahead. In the meantime, we wish Sid a happy
and fulfilling retirement, and all the very best to Dorron
and Nava in their new positions.
Behatslacha!!
Dave Bloom

Focus on Telfed
erally walked their way through the
harshest of conditions to reach freedom in Israel. “And yet,” says Mel,
“note there is no darkness in the
painting. It’s all bright colours. They
so warmly add to the tapestry of life
in this colourful country of ours and
we at Telfed are so proud to have initiated this project for the Ethiopian
community.”
Should you wish to volunteer or learn more about
this project or order any of the posters, contact
Lina Tarna at 09-7907805 or lina@telfed.org.il. •

Telfed Goes Techno
In a techno-driven world, Telfed
continuously strives to innovate and
provide the community with up-todate information and news using
up-to-date communication technology. While the Telfed Magazine has
been the organisation’s flagship publication for over 30 years, in the past
15 years the website www.telfed.org.il
and email newsletter (reaching well
over 5,000 addresses) have grown in
popularity.
About three years ago Telfed
launched on Facebook, www.facebook.
com/telfed and
Class Act: Nachama
Keynan, matriculant
there are now
David Edrieden and
over 1,000
Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft
subscribers.
at Mossensohn School,
Hod Hasharon.

In keeping with the rapid
pace of change, Telfed recently launched the Telfed
APP which is now available for smart mobile devices such as iPhone, iPad
and Android.
“Now we are truly on
the move,” says Telfed
and Media Committee
Chairman Dave Bloom,
“and information about our
activities is as close as your
hand-held device. A new or
prospective oleh can find
useful information in English
“Times They Are
on the APP such as the addresses,
A-Changing”
phone numbers and map locations
There was great excitement at the
of every Ministry of Absorption ofrecent Telfed AGM when Batya
fice in the country. Other features
Shmukler (42) was elected Vice
include contact details of
every member of Telfed
On Course. Telfed’s new Chairwoman. It was an affirVice Chairperson Batya mation of Telfed’s ‘On the
staff, how to volunteer,
Shmukler in her additional
news on upcoming events
role as Chairperson of the
and much more.”
Endowment and Scholarships
Committee seen here
“On the first day the
handing
a scholarship to an
APP was available, I had
Ethiopian Student.
a call from someone in
Johannesburg asking about
jobs,” reported Sharon Bernstein,
Telfed’s Employment Counselor. In
the two months since the launch,
over 200 people downloaded the
APP – so why not give it a try and
tell your friends about it!
For more information see
http://www.telfed.org.il/app

Finishing School
Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, the Rabbi of the South Africa
Country Communities joined Nechama Keynan from Hod
Hasharon, representing Telfed, at the graduation ceremony
of three South Africans - David Edrieden, Aaron Miller and Saul Fisher - who matriculated on the Na’aleh programme at
the Mossensohn School in Hod Ha’Sharon.
Na’aleh provides free schooling and board at schools all over Israel for grades 10-12 for pupils from all over the world.
This year there are eight students from South Africa enrolled in the programme. “I was so happy to attend,” expressed
Rabbi Silberhaft “as I know David and his parents who live in Bloemfontein well. How proud he has made them.”
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Move’ campaign launched two years
ago, by looking to the future with a
more youthful leadership. “Batya’s
profile and background certainly introduces a breath of fresh air to the
organisation,” expressed Chairman
Dave Bloom.
Whilst the youngest person to have
attained this position, Batya, an
English teacher and a mother of four
is rich in experience having held leadership roles in South Africa as Head

Telfed Directorate. Seen here with the Aliyah and
Betar Shaliach in South Africa Ori Leizer, (centre)
is: (l-r) Dorron Kline, Nava Lapid, Batya Schmukler,
Dave Bloom, Maish Isaacson, Sid Shapiro, Mel Cohen,
Alan Feinblum, and Harris Gereen. (Absent: Annette
Milliner-Giladi)

of Betar (1989-91) and member of
the SAZF Youth Council, plus having held several positions at Telfed.
This included being a Member of
the Executive Council, Member of
the Directorate, and Chairman of
the Endowments and Scholarships
Committee.
Noting the organization’s long and
illustrious history, Batya said she
“felt both honoured and excited”
and looked forward to the challenges that lay ahead.
Following a recent AGM and elections, hereunder is the
new Telfed Directorate, Telfed Executive Council (EXCO),
Board of Governors (B.O.G.). Regional Representatives
are also listed.

TELFED EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (EXCO)
Dave Bloom.............................Chairman
Batya Shmukler.......................Vice-Chairman
Harris Green............................ Treasurer
Allan Feinblum........................Directorate
Annette Milliner-Giladi...........B.O.G. , Directorate
Beryl Schmidt.........................Rishon Le’Zion Region
Billy Ellert
Charlotte Wiener.....................Netanya Region
David Kaplan
David Levin
Fonda Dubb.............................Eilat Region
Hertzel Katz............................B.O.G.
Itz Kalmanowitz......................B.O.G.
Joe Grossman..........................B.O.G.
Joe Hallis.................................Isrentco
Leon Charney..........................President, B.O.G.
Maish Isaacson........................Directorate
Martin Klein
Mel Cohen...............................Directorate
Mike Ellis
Morris Borsuk..........................B.O.G.
Nick Alhadeff...........................B.O.G.
Robyn Ginsberg
Shely Cohen
Solly Sacks..............................B.O.G.
Teddy Saitowitz

EXCO OBSERVERS/REGIONAL
REPRESENTATIVES

Galilee................................Arnie Friedman
Zichron Yaákov...................Barbara Klingman
Herzlia................................Chen Torgeman
Beer Sheva.........................David Conroy
Beit Shemesh.....................David Hyde
Ra’anana............................ Gaby Gordon
Binyamin Region ............... Gershon Schneider
Haifa.................................. Irma Zaslansky
Ariel................................... Jakobson Gila
Kfar Sava............................ Janine Gelley
Tel Aviv............................... Kevin Swaine
Ma’aleh Adumim................ Lesley Kaplan
Hod Ha’Sharon ................... Lisa Brink
Ashkelon............................ Michael Bardov
Ramat Ha’Sharon................ Merle Proos
Yad Binyamin..................... Nachi Simon
Karmiel .............................. Natie Levinthal
Modi’in............................... Rebecca Johnstone
Jerusalem........................... Roy Scher
Hadera............................... Trudy Damelin
Arava.................................. Yael Bekker
Hebron Hills.......................Yoana Yehuda
Partnership Together..........Mickey Blumberg

Grannies on the Go!
Several months ago, Telfed’s employment advisor, Sharon Bernstein,
launched an employment initiative
‘Grannies on the Go’. She came to
the name inspired by the Zulu word
“Gogo” which means ‘granny’.
“The idea,” explains Sharon,
is to benefit “retirees who are
healthy and mobile and need
to supplement their pensions,
and to assist young families
who could enjoy the parttime help of mature and loving seniors from similar backgrounds, to take care of their
children.”

The programme has attracted a
number of grannies raring “to go”,
but “we still need many more families to make the programme viable,”
says Sharon. “So far we have suitable seniors signed up in the Sharon
area, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.” With
Telfed acting as the conduit – parents
need to then meet prospective grannies and decide on the person most
suited to be involved with their child
or children.
For more information and to register, please contact Sharon (09)7907 801 / sharon@telfed.org.il

Men from the Ministry
Established at the same time as
the State of Israel in 1948, Telfed
knows a thing or two about absorption. So it is then little wonder that
Telfed was honoured with a visit by
a high-powered delegation from the
Ministry of Absorption led by its
new Director Adv. Oded Forer. He
was joined by Hana Koren, the director of the department promoting
Aliyah, Ruth Dahan, the director of
the department of financial support
The Way Forward.
Telfed Director,
Sidney Shapiro
(right) stressing a
point to Adv. Oded
Forer, Director
of the Ministry
of Absorption at
Telfed’s Ra’anana
office.

continued on
next page

Focus on Telfed

Dana Levy-Tavor,
new Head of PRAS,
Telfed

“We are pressing ahead feverishly interviewing candidates for the new academic year which closes in October,” says an upbeat, Dana Levy Tavor, who
PRAS
recently took over as head of Telfed’s PRAS programme. “So far we have 89
Ahead students, 45 Southern African and 20 Israelis. We are aiming for 130 PRAS
students, the most we will have ever had.”
While Telfed is not in a position to award a PRAS Scholarship to every candidate, “we find it heartwarming that there are so many students who are motivated to give back to society and truly enjoy helping others, whether as a companion for the aged or to assist Olim children with their schoolwork.” The
concept behind PRAS which began modestly ten years ago and is one of the flagship projects of Telfed today, is simple: PRAS students receive a NIS 5,500
study bursary for which they commit themselves to three hours of community service a week.
Dana, a qualified social worker is very excited in her new position. The daughter of South American parents, “I can easily empathize with the challenges of Aliyah both to the parents and their children. I have seen the positive impact PRAS has had to the students and the recipients of their services and
I am proud to be a part of this amazing project. I see myself in a long chain of contributing to this programme as it grows from strength to strength.”
pras@telfed.org.il; or call 09-7907817.

for Klitah organizations, and Ministry
Spokesman, Elad Tzon.
Oded and his entourage toured the
Telfed offices and met with each staff
member as well as viewing one of the
Telfed apartments where they were introduced to its Olim residents, Geoff
and Evelyne Levy. “We feel privileged
to live here. I have a job and a great
apartment so no complaints - our absorption has been smooth,” Geoff told
the delegation.
Thereafter the delegation met with
the Telfed Directorate headed by
Chairman Dave Bloom. Deputy
Director, Dorron Kline gave a Power
Point presentation explaining how the
different departments within Telfed
provide a plethora of services to the
new Olim from South Africa and - as
from 2013 - Australia as well. Director
Sidney Shapiro spoke of Telfed’s over
six decade proud history, particularly
its close association with the Ministry
of Absorption. Singling out Telfed’s
role with the ‘Direct Absorption’ of
the Russian Olim in the early 1990s
- a programme that Telfed initiated Sidney explained that “the absorption
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of the first 500 families from the FSU
(Former Soviet Union) had only been
possible because of the unique working relationship between Telfed and
the Ministry of Absorption.”
Oded replied that he wants to build
on this strong partnership. Viewing
Telfed as “a strategic partner”, he
expressed: “Let’s work together on
doubling the number of Olim a year
from South Africa. This needn’t be a
dream. We have done so together in
the past; let us make it happen in the
future. If it’s a dream, let turn it together into a reality. This country is
built on dreams!”
As always – Telfed is ready. •

Baywatch
A ‘smorgasbord’ of sun, sea
and mountain, it was little
wonder that Haifa proved
popular to early South
African Olim, particularly Capetonians. Not only
was it a beauty but it had
‘brains’ too, offering two
of Israel’s top universities
- Haifa University and the
world renowned Technion.

There are many former Southern
Africans who are graduates of both.
However, despite an enticing ‘menu’,
Haifa from the eighties lost out to other
areas which were developing faster.
But Haifa has been “under new management” and going through a period of ‘project renewal’ and now with
a vision to transform the city’s coastline into a top tourist, entertainment,
commercial and leisure area, Mayor
Yona Yahat speaks of Haifa’s future
as being “Israel’s Barcelona”. Clearly
the city is again buzzing and attracting attention.
For this reason the Telfed Aliyah
Projects Committee recently visited the City to explore its potential for Southern Africans. The delcontinued on top
of next page

Haifa
Honours.
Haifa Mayor Yona
Yahat and Marion
Fredman at the
renaming of a
square in 2011
in the name of
her husband
Gerald (z’l) for
his immense
contribution to
the city.

egation led by its chairman, Teddy
Saitowitz, together with committee
members Martin Klein and Nechama
Keynan and Telfed staff members
Dorron Kline and Susan Sharon met
with Mayor Yahav, representatives
of the Haifa Municipal Absorption
Department, as well as members of
the local Southern African community.
Recalling the enormous impact former Southern Africans have made on
his city, Mayor Yahav singled out Paul
and May Arieli (z’l), who through
their generosity transformed major
areas in the city, notably the impres-

sive promenade on the Carmel as well
as the new zoo, and Gerald Fredman
(z’l), who only three years previously had a city square named after him.
The up-market suburb Danya which
he developed derives its name from
the first names of his and Marion’s
two sons - Danny and Yaron.
Southern Africans - through their vision and enterprise - have left an indelible mark on the city’s landscape.
“Now,” says veteran South African Olah
Suzanne Suckerman, and founder of
Anglo-list.com, “We are ready to welcome a new generation of South African

Olim to this beautiful coastal city.”
Best they pack in beach chairs and
sun umbrellas! •

Southern African
Heroes
In July, Telfed hosted film producers Sharit Shapiro and Stephanie
Ronnet, whose documentary “804”,
provides firsthand riveting testimony from the Southern African young
men and women who put their lives
on hold – university, jobs, marriage –
continued on next page

Meet Our Volu nteers
“Hello, I’m Gaby” and “I’m Robyn”
“We have today over 250 devoted volunteers from Eilat to Karmiel, part of our ‘Telfed on the
Move’ initiative to inspire increased volunteerism in our Southern African communities across
the country,” says Lina Tarna, who heads Telfed’s Volunteer Division. “At present we have 24
regional representatives and 10 regional committees providing Telfed with the outreach to introduce social entrepreneurial projects such as TECI (Telfed’s Ethiopian Community Initiative in
Hadera) and the Women’s Circle in Ra’anana, inspired by Telfed’s Aliyah and Klitah counselor,
Susan Sharon and organised by Telfed’s social worker Louise Geva. (Both projects were reported in Telfed Magazine’s July issue.) Following
this communal enthusiasm, Telfed Magazine begins in this issue, a series of: “Meet our Volunteers”.
We start with two married sisters, Gaby Gordon and Robyn Ginsberg (née Samuels from Johannesburg) who although less than two years
settled with their families in Israel, are already devoting themselves creatively to volunteerism.
Involved in the founding of Telfed’s English-speakers Women’s Circle in Ra’anana which falls under Telfed’s Ha’Sharon Regional Committee in
partnership with the Jewish Agency’s ‘Babait-Beyachad’, the sisters now head its steering committee. Both sisters volunteered before making
Aliyah, and felt it “natural to continue in Israel once settled,” says Gaby. She asserts that “volunteerism is a two-way street in that we receive
as much as we give.” An added bonus adds Robyn, is that “it definitely speeds up one’s integration as you feel more part of the society.” Within
the first three months, the Women’s Circle had a registered membership of fifty with at least 35 attending each meeting.
The “Circle’s” aim is twofold, “To meet fellow English-speakers and to encourage our members to volunteer for existing projects in the city,”
says Gaby.
“Without guidance,” continues Robyn, “volunteering is not always so simple. It’s not like being in one’s native country where because of language and culture, it was easy to learn what the projects are, and who to speak to.” The sisters soon discovered that there were many Englishspeakers who wanted “to get involved” but were unsure where to start. The Women’s Circle provides a friendly “start”. At its monthly meetings
held at the homes of members, “We invite representatives from the municipality and local charitable organizations to advise us. It’s working well.”
No doubt in the years ahead, there will be no ‘closing of a circle’ as more women join the group, making new friends and contributing to society.
Anyone interested in joining the group and/or attending the next event contact: Robyn Ginsberg Tel: 052-5850057 robynginsberg@me.com,
Louise Geva 09 7907821louise@telfed.org.il or Nava Drezner Sitry Klita Coordinator, Babait-beyahad 052-6216105 navas@jafi.org
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N ew Arrivals

Vered, Roi, Moriah and Yossi Mann

Heroes... continued from page 11

Johannesburg

Bailey, Peter, Jeanne
Blessler, Glenn
Bloch, Batya
Fisher, Shani-Lee
Kur, Batya
Mann, Yosef, Vered, Moriah, Roie
Mark, Byron
Druker, Lance, Nicole, Aiden, Aaron Daniel
Newfiled, Jonathan, Nicole, Leah,
Yehuda, Michal
Olwyn , Avron
Seid, Casca
Sivan, Yael
Tocker , Jessica
Brill, David, Veronica, Bianca
Flax, Hessie,
Herson, Carole
Farber, Jason
Soffer, Ivan, Marion
Kaplan, Sharon, Teya
Stross, Max and Libby
Nussbaum, Monty and Sheila

Cape Town

to respond to the call to participate
in the most enriching adventure for
a Jew in 2000 years – to fight for the
independence of a Jewish State.
Prior to the screening, the produc-

Gila Maizels

Carole
Herson

Max Stross and Libby Stross. Max was the former
Mayor of Sandton and Director of Beyachad

Dadon, Yonatan
Hirshowitz, Lisa
Maizels, Gila
Erin, Levitas
Soffer, Ivan, Marion
Vlodaver, Bessie
Samuels, Evan
Belman, Pamela
Kaplan, Adrienne
Stoller, Martin
Ben David, Gil, Stacey, Matan
Tzion, Elior, Simcha, Eliana, Bracha, Yoshua
Langford, Mallori
Zartz, Adam

“Finally fulfilling our
dream,” said Sheila Nussbaum
(2nd from left). Sheila and
Monty (far right) Nussbaum,
are given a rousing reception by
their family upon arrival at Ben
Gurion Airport. Sheila worked
for many years in the Aliya
Deptartment of the SAZF in Johannesburg

12

Focus on Telfed

Heritage Preserved.
Jewish radio ‘Chai
FM’. Film producers
Sharit Shapiro and
Stephanie Ronnet of
the documentary “804”
address an audience
of Southern African at
Telfed, Ra’anana.

ers introduced the movie and followed
the screening with a Q & A session.
The general consensus of the audience was that the film “should be
compulsory viewing for all schools in
Israel.” Sharit revealed that the movie
was being shown at the Jewish Day
Schools in South Africa and that it is
hoped, “now that the movie has included Hebrew subtitles, that schools
in Israel will follow this example.”
Telfed has screened the film in
the Jerusalem Cinematheque, the
Jewish Agency Weizmann Hall, and
Elazar’s Community Centre in Gush
Etzion. Further screenings will be
held throughout the country. Watch
the Telfed website for more details. •

Questionable Times
Telfed’s Deputy Director Dorron
Kline visited South Africa in August
for two reasons - to ask and answer
questions when he represented Telfed
at both the Israel Quiz - where he was
the quizmaster - and the Aliyah EXPO
where he interviewed over 70 potential

Olim, who were looking
for answers “to loads of
questions.”

African Zionist
Federation quarterly MANCOM
meeting.
High Flyer
As to Dorron’s
Held before a capacprize? ....A
ity crowd in Sandton,
return trip to
Voice of Israel.
close to 100 Jewish high
Israel!
Dorron Kline, Deputy Director
school pupils participatof Telfed being interviewed
After all, he
ed in the tightly-conin Johannesburg on Heritage
has
a great
tested Israel Quiz. While the judg- Preserved. Jewish radio ‘Chai FM’.
deal of work
es deliberated, Dorron entertained
to do in preparation for the Olim he
the crowd with anecdotes of life in
impressed and who will be making
Israel and facts about Telfed.
Aliyah in the coming years. •
The second person to beam with
pride at the announcement that
Food for Thought
Dorron Joffe had won the first prize
In keeping with Telfed’s policy of
was Rabbi Motti Hadar, the princimeeting with South African MASA
pal of the jubilant lad’s school, Torah
(post high school long-term study proAcademy Boys’ High School. The
gramme)
participants in Israel, Telfed
prize included an El Al trip to Israel.
Deputy Director Dorron Kline met
Fire Away
not only with Southern Africans on
the Bnei Akiva MTA girl’s programme
Following his stint at “firing questhis year but also the Australian partions”, Telfed’s quizmaster was himticipants. As of 2013, Telfed processself at the receiving end when he
es all Australian Olim to Israel. (See
manned booths both in Johannesburg
Telfed Magazine July 2013.)
and Cape Town during the Israel
Expo Week. “Issues concerning emDorron took the participants through
ployment, education, housing, milia Power Point presentation on how
tary service and learning the language
Telfed assists Olim and explained the
were the typical issues that prospecnature and scope of Aliyah benefits.
tive Olim wanted addressed,” Dorron
The programme’s head at the
told Telfed Magazine.
Midreshet Harova seminary in
He says he managed to calm quite a
Jerusalem Yakira Krengal-Wald is
few folks about the absorption process
herself a MTA South African gradamongst those that had already comuate. She felt “particularly excited
mitted to a date of Aliyah. “Knowing
that Australian MTA girls now have
that there is Telfed and the support
Telfed as an official address for their
system of a South African communiAliyah questions.”
ty makes such a difference,” expressed
In keeping with Telfed’s warm hosone young relieved mother.
pitality, Dorron invited the girls to
No respite, Telfed’s indefatigable
continue “our Aliyah discussion” in
Deputy Director Dorron gave pubhis Sukkah in Beit Shemesh during
lic talks at three synagogues, was inThe House that Dorron Built. Joining
terviewed on the Jewish radio station
Dorron Kline (centre) and his family over
“Chai FM”, and presented a report
Succot in their Sukkah , are South African
girls on the MTA programme
on Telfed’s activities at the South

the upcoming festival of Sukkot. Four
of the girls accepted the invitation and
joined the Kline family for the Chag.
“I would love sometime in the future
to have them over again for Sukkot,”
said Dorron, “but as Olim.” •

From Heart Wrenching
to Heart Warming
Telfed Fundraising Report

“It was great reading in the last
Telfed Magazine of the wonderful
work “The Fed” is doing these days
not only for our Southern Africans
but also for other communities as
well,” expressed a couple in a letter
to Keren Telfed accompanying their
donation.
“The response from the community
to the needs and aspirations of Telfed
has been heart-warming,” said Sidney
Shapiro, who is spearheading Telfed’s
fundraising campaign.
“Our office is in top gear each day
dealing with cases of folk who are
desperately in need of advice, guidance or financial support. These include recent Olim struggling to adjust as well as veteran olim facing
difficult situations following the loss
of a job or a breadwinner. or family
members incapacitated through accident or illness and are unable to support their families.”
continuedon page 14
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N oticeboard
Telfed has a New Initiative

“Grannies on the Go”
To benefit (a) retirees who are
healthy and mobile and need to
supplement their pensions; (b)
young families who would enjoy the
part-time assistance of mature and
loving caregivers for their children.
For more information please contact
Sharon Bernstein
tel. 09 – 7907 801 or email: sharon@
telfed.org.il

Good news!!
Now you can pay for
your Telfed Magazine
subscription via the wellknown and trusted online
payment system PayPal. You
can pay by regular credit
card (Visa, Mastercard,
Amex) or via your Paypal
account. It is simple, quick

and secure – go to telfed.org.
il/donor for details.

Telfed’s own

on-line magazine

www.telfed.org.il
Sign up for the bi-monthly Telfed email newsletter and visit the new and
exciting Telfed Facebook Page www.facebook.com/telfed

Managing Mental Illness in the Family
Coping with any disability or chronic illness within the family unit is never easy. In the case of mental
illness - because of the sensitivity of the subject - family members often find themselves coping
alone.
In 2011, Jill Sadowsky, a former South African and a recipient of the Ministry of Health’s Shield Award,
was honored by Telfed for her voluntary work in educating people’s perceptions of mental illness.
Telfed is organizing an event which is aimed at people who would like to know more about the
subject of mental illness.

The programme:
I. Speaker: Shirli Werner, PhD, Paul Baerwald School of Social Work & Social Welfare, The Hebrew University
in Jerusalem

Subject: • Attitudes towards mental illness, then and now •The stigma of mental illness •The
difficulties in the family system •The role of the family in helping individuals with mental illness
II. Speaker: David Lochoff, SW Ariel University, Director of Assisted Living and Sheltered Housing for people
that live in the community and deal with mental disability

Subject: Options and Opportunities for Individuals with Mental Illness
Wednesday December 18, 2013, 19:30
at the home of Jill Sadowsky, 11/1 Shlonsky St., Ra’anana
Registration and further information:
Please contact Louise at Telfed: 09-7907821 or louise@telfed.org.il
The lecture will be held in English and all those who are interested are invited. (Should you have
transportation concerns, please contact Louise as above
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“Making a difference,” was spotlighted at Telfed’s ‘Fundraising Campaign
Launch’ at a Gala Dinner a year ago,
“which set the ball rolling,” continues Sidney. “Our fundraising activities have become the lifeblood of the
important work we do since Telfed no
longer enjoys any financial support as
it once did as an Olim Organisation.”
If Telfed once feared they would be
alone - not true. “We have a wonderful, caring community, “whose partnership enables us to reach out and
touch lives.”
Through its “Helping Hand” project, Keren Telfed continues to assist
approximately 180 family units per
year on a monthly basis. The elderly, single parent families and children
in distress are the primary recipients.
While the number of people requiring assistance is increasing, Telfed in
2013 nevertheless managed to assist
an additional 42 families in distress.
“Although the assistance we can offer
is nominal, it provides vital support
during periods of severe economic stress.”
During the 2014 academic year,
Telfed is pleased to have been able to
increase its participation in the PRAS
Mentoring Programme to 130 students, who in lieu of a special study
bursary, will provide 94 hours each
of annual community service to assist Southern African Olim families.
Some of the activities covered in the
scope of this programme include students assisting the elderly, running a
‘big brother’ project for Ethiopian
children, working with teens at risk
in Karmiel and Southern African lone
students at Mossenson School, as well
as helping South African lone soldiers in the IDF across Israel.
A relatively new tailor-made fund for

MAKSAM

Network of After-School Education and Enrichment Centers - Hadera
Supported by TECI
(Telfed Ethiopian Community Initiative)

These are MAKSAM smiles
Volunteers Wanted
Few Ethiopian children in Hadera
have parents or grandparents able
to help them with their homework
These smiling primary school
children are lucky that someone
just like you spends a few hours in
the afternoon helping them
You too can become part of a
MAKSAM smile by contributing a
small amount of your time each
week in the late afternoon

If you want to be part of a MAKSAM rhonasm@gmail.com
smile,
please contact Rhona at 052-7712724; rhonasm@gmail.com

If you want to be part of a MAKSAM smile, please contact Rhona at 052-7712724

Telfed - The South African Zionist Federation (Israel) created in 1948 to help absorb immigrants from Southern Africa, recently redefined its mission and vision and embarked on a program
called “Telfed on the Move”. In addition to its core activities Telfed initiated social entrepreneurship projects like TECI to engage former Southern Africans to contribute to the wider Israeli society

emergencies, Telfed’s Special Urgent
Relief Fund (SURF), assisted four
families who faced unexpected crises
during the course of last year.
Telfed remains committed to improving the quality of life and opportunities for vulnerable members in our society - a case in point is TECI (Telfed
Ethiopian Community Initiative),
dedicated to improving the level of absorption of the Ethiopian Community
and its inclusion in Israeli society. (See
article on page 6).
With continued support and partnership, Telfed looks forward to expanding its fundraising activities, “in
order to maintain our vital services
and deepen Telfed’s social impact.” To
paraphrase Abraham Lincoln, “Telfed
is an organisation of the community

Working
the Phone.
Telfed Director
Sidney Shapiro
spearheading
the campaign.

by the community, for the community,” says Sidney. •

Coasting Along

tion village. Word has it that Donald
Trump is seriously talking with the
mayor. This city is set to take off.”
After David’s client took his sound
advice, he thought “Why not others.
After all, the neighborhood of Afridar
was built by the South Africans in the
1950s; the early mayors of the city
were South African; this place has so
much to attract a new generation of
Southern Africans. They have an enriching stake in its past, why not a
prosperous stake in its future.”
Following a meeting with the mayor
Benny Vaknin, David was invited to
join the Board of Keren Ashkelon.
This was followed by Telfed’s Project
Committee meeting with the mayor
to discuss plans for the future, and
David joining Telfed’s Ashkelon
Regional Committee, chaired by
Michael Bar-Dov. Fired up, David
then joined Telfed Deputy Director
Dorron Kline to South Africa in
August for the annual Aliyah Expo
to promote Ashkelon.
If the one-word tip in the sixties
blockbuster ‘The Graduate’ was “plastics”, the word out now is, “Ashkelon”.•

It all started for David Zwebner a
year ago when a South African client
asked for an investment tip, and without hesitation replied, “Buy a home in
Ashkelon”. A longstanding resident of
the city, David’s reasoning was sound
- “It’s Israel’s fastest growing city, has
great beaches, on the fast-track to Tel
Aviv, a hour’s drive to Jerusalem, substantially lower real estate prices than
Streetwise: Sign for
other attractive urban areas, and an
“Drom (South) Africa St.
unmistakable South
African vibe.”
Can’t argue against
any of this, particularly
when you drive downtown and pass along
K a a p s t a d St re e t ,
Johannesburg Street
and South African
Boulevard. “On the
cards,” adds David
“is an international
golf course and recrea- Cozying up the Coast: Telfed Project Committee exploring opportunities in
Ashkelon. standing, l-r: Teddy Saitowitz, Dorron Kline and David Zwebner;
seated, l-r: Marcel Fisher, Susan Sharon, Martin Klein and Michael Bar-Dov

Book N ook

by David Kaplan

Heartwarming

Special Ops: Post-surgery, Professor Joe Borman (right) examing his patient, an Arab child.

“Y

ou know, if I have never understood exactly why I am
in Israel, today I found the answer.
I feel so much part of the country.
I feel I am contributing in the most
meaningful way I can to the care
of the wounded and the welfare of
Israel as a whole. I shall never again
have doubts about our decision to
settle in this small, developing land
– which is our own and which is
so dear to Jews all over the world.”
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Since Professor Joe Borman expressed these words to his wife from
a callbox in Beersheba Hospital during the Six Day War, this former
South African - “born in the same
little room in Krugersdorp that I was
conceived in” - went on to emerge as
a giant of Israeli medicine and the
founding father of modern openheart cardiac surgery.
His no-less esteemed colleague
Professor Mervyn Gotsman, (an-

other former South African), writes
in the foreword to Joe’s autobiography ‘Open Hearts – Memoirs of a
Cardiac Surgeon’:
“Joe was a pioneer in valve replacement surgery, particularly in children.
He pioneered coronary artery bypass
surgery and undertook the nation’s
first successful heart transplantation.
His surgical prowess was unusual and
many of his patients are alive thirty years after their initial operations.

This autobiography is essential reading for everyone who wishes to understand the inner workings of modern medicine.”
It was therefore little wonder that
Joe was one of the five recipients
of Telfed’s Academic Achievement
Awards (AAA) before a packed attendance at Yad Lebanim in 2000.
Following his receiving of the ‘Yakir
Yerushalayim’ award in 1999, Joe
writes: “The following year I was astonished to be chosen from among a
distinguished list of Southern African
immigrant candidates to receive the
Academic Achievement Award of the
South African Zionist Federation
(SAZF) in Israel. When the judges
stood up to announce the five outstanding academic awardees in such
professions as architecture, language
development, law and medicine, I
was shocked and thrilled to hear my
name, along with that of plastic surgeon Professor Isaac Kaplan. This
recognition signified that the SAZF
considered us the two outstanding
living representatives of the medical
field among South African immigrants
since the birth of the State. Sitting
on the stage before a crowded hall,
holding my glass statuette award, I
must admit that I glowed with pride
and was sorry only that Ruth alone
and not the children were there to
share this exhilarating and momentous occasion.”

True Romance

After graduating in medicine at Wits,
Joe came on a visit to Israel in 1956
with his family. Staying in Haifa, a
new-found friend suggested after a day
of sightseeing, that they go dancing.
Considering the risks he would later
take, it was strange that “I will introduce you to a nice girl, an officer in
the IDF,” had Joe panicked. “I had vi-

sions of a big-bosomed, well-muscled,
powerful Amazonian who would flip
me over her shoulder if she thought
I was getting out of line,” and so he
declined the blind date.
Fate would intervene.
Less than a year later in London,
his imagined ‘Amazon’ in the form
of “a slim, beautiful and vivacious
Sabra,” turned up on his doorstep
in London to deliver a personal letter to him. Three months later they
were married.
Joe admits to only one hiccup in
the short courtship. “I took her to a
game of cricket. After the umpteenth
tea-break, she reproached me, “How
could you subject me to this boredom?”
But life was anything but ‘boring’
for the Bormans!
Medical trailblazers, Joe’s team at
Hadassah did the first valve transplant, the first coronary by-pass and
in 1987, the first successful heart
transplant. Joe relates that before “we
could perform the first operation,
we had to convince Hadassah hospital, the Ministry of Health, Kupot
Holim and finally, the most difficult,
the Chief Rabbinate, that ‘brain dead’
in the donor, amounted to halachically dead.”
Orchestrated like a military operation, “we were notified on the 25th
August 1987 that a matching braindead donor was available in Haifa. The
selected recipient was rushed
to our hospital, while simultaneously, the harvest team
was helicoptered to Rambam
Hospital in Haifa to collect the
donor heart.”
Only when they heard that the
helicopter had landed on the
helipad at Hadassah Hospital,
did they remove the “large,
scarred, faintly beating heart,”
from the recipient, “leaving a

huge empty space in the middle of
his chest cavity.”
Describing the tension in the operating room immediately following the transplant, “You could hear a
pin drop with everyone holding their
breath. We had applied electric shock
and waited for the heart to come to
life. It kind of trembled, but I did not
know if it would pick up. Then there
was another little beat, then another slightly stronger, and as it began
to pound so did mine, as I knew we
had pulled it off.”
Heading home later, he was mobbed
by reporters. Asked by one, “What is
your next dream?” he replied:
“That there would be no rush for interviews after future transplants as they
would become routine procedures.”
Indeed that dream is now a reality.
The patient lived for 30 months until
succumbing to a stroke while the second heart transplant patient “is still
alive today, thirty years after the operation. He is by far the longest-surviving Israeli heart transplant patient

Professor Borman’s book, available at Gefen Publishing.

Amnon Plumber

THINKING OF TRAVELLING?

24-hour
express
service

Contact IAN

Telephones (direct)
•

• Expert in locating and repairing leaks
• Bathroom renovations
• Installation of hot water boiler systems and geysers
• Agreements with all insurance companies

050-5308104
•
(09)7715556
•
(09)7749016

WALDBAUM Tel. 09-7744235 day or night for efficient service and
personal help in your home. Tickets will be delivered to you.

JOHANNESBURG
Book Now for December and Pesach

Adults from

$619

+ taxes &
security

CRUISES

EARLY BIRD
discounts on all
cruises. Alaska,
Fjords, Europe,
Mediterranean

• Australia, New Zealand and Far East from $1380
• 3, 4 and 7-day packages to GREEK ISLANDS, Rome & OTHER resort destinations
+ Charter Flights to CYPRUS, MALTA, ITALY, PARIS, PRAGUE, BERLIN, AMSTERDAM, BARCELONA.

Cruises, Cruises, Cruises
Special Deals to Europe, Caribbean and Alaska. Tell us your preference and we’ll find the best price.

Organized tours to Europe, South Africa, Australia, Far East and USA. Phone Ian for your requirements

A M E R I C A H E R E W E CO M E ! ! !

F l i g h t s t o N ew Yo r k f ro m . . .

Book Early for December and Pesach to avoid disappointment

$579

plus taxes & security

FOR THE BEST SERVICE CONTACT: IAN WALDBAUM

tel: 09-7744235; ianwald@gmail.com
and I would hazard a guess that he
is among the longest such survivors
worldwide. He continues to call me
every Rosh Hashanah and Pesach.”

Wonders of the Ward

On the first day of the Six Day War,
“We, at Beersheba Hospital, began to
receive casualties from the front.” A
pediatrician Dr. Shimon Mozes burst
into the operating room and “implored
me to immediately come to see a nineteen-year-old who was in deep shock.”
Asking his assistant to complete the
closure of the chest of a wounded soldier, Joe rushed with Shimon to examine the patient. With no palpable pulse and not breathing, Joe said
to Shimon, “What do you want me
to do? This poor guy is dead.”
“He responded less than a minute
ago when I raced off to call you. We
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must save him,” pleaded Shimon,
who was a colleague of the boy’s father. Together they rushed the patient to the operating room, hoping
“that the period without oxygenated
blood-flow to the brain had not exceeded four minutes.”
Without scrubbing his hands, Joe
pulled on a pair of gloves and a gown,
rapidly cleaned and draped the area,
and cut into the patient’s bullet-injured groin, slicing through the huge
hematoma that had formed. The
minutes of operating action ticked
by until “the anesthetist announced,
“You won’t believe it, but I can now
record his blood pressure,” Two minutes later he added, “The patient is
starting to move: I shall have to anesthetize him.”
Two hours after the operation, Joe
walked to the recovery room to see
how the “near-dead” youngster was
faring. “I expected him to still be
unconscious and was still concerned

that he might have suffered irreversible brain damage.” There were about
half dozen patients in the room, and
so he went up to the first and asked,
“Which one here is Lancet?”
“I am Doron Lancet,” he answered.
Joe chided him, “Listen, I have no
time for games. Which of these people in the room is Lancet?”
“I don’t know what you want from
me, but I am Doron Lancet.”
While Joe writes modestly that Lancet
“owes his life to Shimon Mozes, a friend
of his father’s who was not prepared
to accept his apparent death,” a few
weeks after the incident, at a function
on the lawn of Beersheva Hospital for
the war-wounded and the families, a
man came up to Joe, shook his hand
and said, “Thank you for saving my
son, I am Professor Lancet, Doron’s
father!”
Having overcome “his short period
of clinical death,” Doron Lancet today

FOR BUSINESS, PLEASURE OR EMERGENCY, PHONE NOW
Fares do not include airport, fuel or security taxes or registration fees. Subject to availability in class of ticket with respective airline on specific flights only.

is “a brilliant senior scientist at the
Weizmann Institute of Science and
leader of the Israeli team that contributed significantly to the mapping
of the human genome.”
Throughout Joe’s autobiography, the
humanity and ethics of the medical
profession shine through. He writes
about treating enemy soldiers “who
only hours before were killing and
maiming our soldiers.” Despite the
mixed emotions of the medical staff,
“those casualties whose lives were
threatened were treated first, irrespective of their identity. Ultimately, every
wounded enemy soldier received the
necessary surgery. Not a single one
died waiting for care.”
A similar display of humanity played
out when a reserved officer in the IDF
was shot in the head by an Arab terrorist while on patrol in the Gaza

Strip. “Soon after arriving in hospital
he was declared brain-dead. The family agreed to organ donation and we
were notified that the heart was available. Among those suitably matched
and waiting a transplant was an Arab
from East Jerusalem.” There was much
discussion over the prospective candidates “but because the Arab was in the
most urgent need of the operation, he
underwent the transplant and lived for
many years.” While there was some
criticism at the time both in the public domain and within the profession
“the answer was supplied a year later,
when a Palestinian in the autonomous
territories was diagnosed as brain-dead
following a motor accident. The family were approached and unselfishly agreed to multi-organ harvesting.
Five Israelis and one Palestinian benefited, each being granted a new lease
on life. The donor family emphasized

that their decision was positively influenced by the courageous decision
we had made the previous year.”

Epilogue

Joe’s pen is not without humour,
even in his final chapter dealing with
the depressing subject of one’s mortality - ‘Thoughts on Aging”. Here
he falls back on the master of repartee, Sir Winston Churchill. Facing
a question by an irritating opposition
member, Churchill replied, “I must
warn him that he runs the very grave
risk of falling into senility before he
is overtaken by age.”
“I hope that I shall never fall into
the category” writes Joe. •
The book may be purchased at Gefen Publishing
House’s website here: http://www.gefenpublishing.com/product.asp?productid=1083

Maccabiah Snapshot

The Face of Israel. A youngster enjoying the rugby at Wingate.

W

hile each and every event was special, for many,
noting from the record attendance, the rugby
final was the ‘froth on the beer’! Even Telfed, urgently rescheduled their AGM that coincided at the exact time as
the kick-off. The result was a nearly full house attendance from ‘’Team Telfed” who joined in the raucous ‘happening’ celebrating in the win of Israel over Australia.
Hardly a blade of grass to stand on, never mind a seat
in the stands to be had, it was amusing yet poignant
when through the din and blaring music during halftime, the sound system blared with the announcement,
“Anyone interested in making Aliyah, please pop in to the
Jewish Agency stall.” I cannot write that there was suddenly a stampede there to rival the long and boisterous
queues at the burgers and beers stalls, but I understand
there was some interest and who knows, maybe someone
in the years ahead will joke, “Yep, my journey began at
a rugby match. If my parents missed out on Woodstock,
I made it to Wingate.”
At other events, Telfed spoke to youngsters from South
Africa keen to learn of their impressions of Israel.
For Eden Lurie from Johannesburg and captain of the
women SA senior netball who had never been to Israel before, “It’s been amazing. I was always frightened to come
to Israel, because of the wars and the bombings; that is
the image I had; now I’m here and I see how wrong my
impressions were. The vibe in Tel Aviv has been amazing,
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Zionist Pitch .

Awash in Medals.
Swimmer Rona Joffe
caused quite a splash
at the Maccabiah taking
a whopping five gold
medals.

Sure, th e Maccabiah is
o ver, but th e m emories
of fu n and spirited
competition linger on as
does th e m essage of “One
Family” that will resonate
u ntil th e next Maccabiah
in four years’ tim e.

Blochbuster. Gordon
Bloch pedaling towards
Silver in the Triathlon.

Grand Masters . Swimming for Israel in the Masters, Leon Glasser (group

75-79) and Bernard Kampel (60-64) won four medals each, including one gold
for Leon and two for Bernard. Since the 18th Maccabiah four years ago, Leon
has swam 1500km, “the distance from Boksburg via Jo’burg to Cape Town!”

The
Golden
Girls . The
Time to Party . Reveling at the SA

Jerusalem was absolutely beautiful and I also had some
great beach time.”
For junior basketball players Gary Kahn and Adam
Romyn from Cape Town, it too was their first visit to Israel.
“I can’t believe the atmosphere here,” says Gary.”Seeing
people of all ages walking their dogs at 2.00am is foreign
to us; you can’t do that in South Africa. The vibe and
place here is so different to what I imagined. I thought
most of Israel is a desert.
Adds Adam, “I went to a beach and some guy lent me
his surfboard; nobody in South Africa would do that.”
“You see,” says Abie Tankelowitz from Johannesburg
who received the prestigious Maccabiah Yakir Award
for outstanding work for the Maccabi Movement, “this
is why the Maccabiah is so important. It brings youngsters, to see and experience the REAL Israel that will be
with them forever.”
Winners or losers on the fields, tracks, pools or courts, the
ultimate winners were the PEOPLE. Everyone took home
GOLD - from athlete to spectator - who in their collective and jubilant participation sent a resounding message
– “We are Jews, we are ZIONISTS, we are united, and
Israel is the State of the Jewish People. That it itself was
worth cheering about and becoming hoarse for.
See you all at the 20th Maccabiah.
As for the rugby final in 2017, book now for your blade
of grass!

Before ‘The Big Match’,
former South African
and opening bat for
Israel, Dovi Myers,
with his opponents in
the Australian team,
(l-r) Josh Shala and
Dean Wiener both from
Melbourne.

Embassy’s party at Hayarkon Park is
the SA Delegaton head Desmond Hyman
(rt) clutching his ‘’Collector’s Edition’
Telfed Magazine and 88 year-old Isaac
Joffee from Johannesburg, the oldest
participant in the 19th Maccabiah who
competed in the over-80s tennis.

South African
netball team
missed out
on a gold but
all agreed,
“We had a
golden time
in Israel.”

Gold en Mom ents
Super Siblings . Mineral collectors,
Stanley Milliner took bronze in squash while
his sister Jillian took gold in tennis, retaining
her Maccabiah title.
Opening
Ceremony.
Above the Telfed
banner, Telfed
Deputy Director,
Dorron Kline
(3rd left) with a
bunch of fellow
Southern Africans
at Teddy Stadium
Jerusalem.

Happy Kappies . A very proud Milton
Kaplan from Kibbutz Yizreel with his son
Yonatan after having captained Israel’s
rugby squad to their first gold in Maccabi
Games history.

Religion

by David Kaplan

An aspiring rabbi and
lone soldier exploring
the Torah.

A
One-Stop
Jewish
Learning
Centre
The Vision is not the
Horizon, its Beyond

A

t the scenic lookout overlooking
the entrance to Jerusalem’s German
Colony are the words of Yehuda Amichai,
considered to be Israel’s greatest modern
poet: “Jerusalem is a port city on the
shore of eternity.”
If man’s journey through time would be
incomplete without ‘docking’ in Jerusalem,
then so too would such a visit be incomplete
without a walk through its German Colony
(HaMoshava HaGermanit). Probably the
trendiest area of Jerusalem with its picturesque old refurbished homes nestled in
leafy lanes, old historical buildings, and a
main street lined with boutique shops, res-
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taurants and cafés, now add comprehensive community Torah study for Englishspeakers which is flourishing at the Emek
Learning Center in Emek Refaim, the
Moshava’s main street.
Opened in March 2013, the centre is
headed by Rabbi Steven (Shalom) Myers,
together with Rabbi Azara Berzon. Steven
is formerly of Cape Town where he was
the Reverent of Rondebosch and Parow
synagogues, a Chazan at the Claremont
shul, a chaplain in the South African
army, as well as practicing as a qualified
accountant. While today Chareidi, Steven
had three sons serving in the IDF and
his wife Lynne, also from Cape Town, is
a practicing architect. Lynne and Steven

have known each other since “Bnei Akiva
days in Cape Town,” and today have eleven children, while the number of their
grandchildren is still ‘a work in progress’.
Following Aliyah in 1985 with his then
much smaller family, Steven attained
Smichas, taught at Yeshiva Or Sameach
in Jerusalem, ran a Kollel in the evenings
which included training students for the
Rabbinate, and was the accountant for
many years for 35 Amutot (Registered
charitable organizations). Trained for the
temporal world with a lifelong passion for
the spiritual – “I was born in a shul” Steven’s journey has been one of absorbing and processing experiences along the
way that “has served as my GPS” directing
him precisely to his present destination
- heading the Emek Learning Center.
“I have been preparing my whole life
for this job. Everything that I have done
to this point has prepared me - even shofar blowing.” “Shofar blowing?” “It’s a talent I perfected from blowing the bugle
in cadets at school.”

Genesis

What was the impetus for such a center
offering Torah Learning, Tefilla (prayer),
and Avodat Hashem (Divine Service) in
an area more familiar with attracting folk
for cappuccino, latte and “the best bagels
and lox in town”?
“On the contrary, we are not out of
place but an enriching addition to the
town’s tapestry of life. If there is an attractive smorgasbord of offerings, are
we not adding a healthy addition to the
menu of life?” asks Steven.
More specifically, a local South African
resident who shies away from publicity
and felt there was a need to cater for the
growing community of English-speakers,
provided the seed money to get the project moving. Well “move” it has as evidenced by the swelling numbers of local
residents, students, lone soldiers and visitors from abroad that are attending services, shuirim, lectures, students studying for
the rabbinic examinations, intense Torah
studies, and women’s classes.

All who attend testify to “the wonderful, warm and enriching atmosphere.”
What’s more – local residents no longer need to seek shuls culturally ‘closer to
home’ outside the German Colony - it’s
virtually on their doorstep.
However there are other issues. “We
are more than a shul, we are a learning
centre; our emphasis is on learning and
growing which is not the norm at a regular shul. The regular shul is a place of
prayer with a little learning.” Steven uses
the word “growing” frequently to emphasize the gravitas of personal development.
So how does it differ from a Kollel?
“While at a Kollel scholars learn primarily for themselves, here they learn with the
added purpose of imparting their knowledge onto others.” Using accounting parlance, “the bottom line is to enrich participants who can make a difference both
in Israel and abroad.”
Steven advocates “Scholar Empowerment”
– to offer the tools to a growing army of
“scholar soldiers in the deepest sense of
Hasbarah. It is not only that today we
need to explain Israel’s case – important as
this is - but also to explain what it is and
means to be a Jew. What is the commitment of being a Jew in the world today?
These issues are no less vital existentially and we at Emek Learning Center are
playing our part.”
With this aim, there are a number of
programmes catering for either individuals or groups. The ‘Executive Programme’,
offers a one-to-one enriching learning

experience, “where doctors, lawyers, financiers, psychiatrists, people in hi-tech
come here from abroad for a two-week
intense programme. Most of them have
had some formal Jewish education but
not all of them. It’s like an infusion and
we are already seeing that these participants will return periodically. Most important, is that these people will then impact upon others in the Diaspora in the
battle for Jewish continuity.”
In the same vein is the ‘Rabbinical
Leadership Training Programme’ – a
“finishing school for rabbis.” As Steven
explains: “These are young rabbis in the
twenties and early thirties and they may
have millions of gigabytes of raw data
but to be affective rabbis, they need to
know how to impart it, how to present
it to people. We are providing them with
the tools.”
On the question of being prepared,
Steven recalls when as army chaplain in the
SADF the Christian chaplain was suddenly
unable to deliver his weekly sermon to the
men on parade and “suddenly, I was called
upon to fill in”. “I’m the Jewish chaplain,”
I answered, “besides I’m unprepared.”
“Maak nie
saak nie,
Rabbi Steven Myers
and Rabbi Azara
Berzon standing
outside the Emek
Learning Center in
the German Colony,
Jerusalem.

All Are Welcome
The Emek Learning Center, located in the
heart of the German Colony on Emek Refa’im Street, seeks
to build a warm and caring community for the Englishspeaking residents of Baka, Katamon, and beyond.
“The daily and weekly schedule which includes shiurim for
men and women, guest speakers, and tefilla, offers something for everyone, regardless of experience or level of
exposure to Torah learning.
For further information call Rabbi Steven Myers at: 054 8435007
and/or visit website at: www.emeklearningcenter.com

Myers (makes no difference), proceed,”
barked his superior.
Officer Myers looked out at the sea of
men standing before him, and the words
flowed. Afterwards, the officer congratulated him on the most inspiring sermon
he had ever heard and his stature in the
military henceforth was rock solid. “The
point is,” Steven asserts, “You need to be
prepared not only with knowledge but
the confidence to impart that knowledge
when you might least be expected to.”
So far there are ten rabbis enrolled in
this programme, four with secular degrees, and “who all plan to practice as
rabbis, teachers or educators.”
How have the local secular residents taken
to your presence?
“We are good neighbours. Everything
one does, especially if one wears a Kipah,
you have to always be aware that you are
making a sanctification of G-d’s name
and not a desecration. We are not foreigners but Am Yisrael – an integral part
of civil society. We say the tefilah (prayer)
Le’Shlom Ha’Medinah (for the State of
Israel) , the tefilah for our
soldiers and missing soldiers,
and are fully bound up with
all that is happening in Israel
and the Jewish world but our
main aim is to educate people
about their Judaism – Torah,
Mitzvot and to widen the concentric circles of influence.”
On the first night of Succot,
the Emek
Learning Center
hosted 25 Lone
Soldiers in their
Succah. While
a Succah represents a temporary
shelter, the Center
today exudes permanence - an enriching addition
“on the shore of
On Parade: Steven
eternity.” •
Myers, a chaplain in
the South African army

Nuptials

Oren, son of Daniel and Ros
Klug married
Marina,
daughter of
Andrey and
Larisa
Fedortsov of Tel
Mond.

For Your Travel
Requirements,
Wherever, Whenever...
Call Hilary Kaplan:

Kira, daughter of Harold and
Glenda Sacks of Raanana, married
Eli, son of Meir and Alice Nachum
of Raanana.

12 Kikar Haatzmaut, Netanya; Tel: 09-8607000, Fax 09-8620719

Check our
website:

www.shakedtours.co.il
or contact:

Netania , daughter of Clive & Aviva
Kahn of Shoham, married Eli, son
of Shmuel & Ilana Haber of Karnei
Shomron

NIEL BOBROV
at Shaked Tours
09-8607001
niel@shakedtours.co.il

WINTER SPECIALS

09-7672404
050-5372522
hildav@netvision.net.il

Flights:
JOHANNESBURG: From: $1065
NEW YORK: From: $750
LONDON: From: $520
ALL CRUISES FOR 2014 STARTING PRICE FROM $542 - 7 DAYS Caribbean

Packages to Bangkok: From: $1299
Packages to Bulgaria: 3 nights from €409 per person
all prices include taxes and fuel charges

Darren, son of Colin and Marlene Shifrin of Kfar Saba,
married Bianca, daughter of Jack Rubin and Daylene Segall of
Cape Town. The wedding took place in South Africa.

South African or British expats living in Israel?
Missing your home TV?
Now you can watch on your TV all your favorite TV channels- ITV, Channel 4 & 5, BBC, SKY
SPORTS, Film 4 UK and much more from the UK.
The Best of sports from South Africa - Rugby, Cricket,
050-7207010 or email meir@itvsat.com
Soccer and much more all in English.
Farrel, son of Hilton and Adrienne Chonowitz
of Ma’ayan Baruch, married Orly, daughter of
Zippy and Moshe Bdolach of Dafna.

Taryn, daughter of Hilton and Adrienne
Chonowitz of Ma’ayan Baruch, married Natan,
son of Jacqueline and Alan Gilot of Jerusalem.

Aaron David, son of Victor and Batya
Tobias and grandson of Naty and Denise
Tobias, married Tzvia, daughter of
Shimon and Batsheva Frais.

Joel , son of John & Sharon Goodman
from Katsrin, married Inbar, daughter
of Avi & Ofra Keidar.
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Sariel, son of Alan
and Beverley
Polatinsky of
Ra’anana, married
Bethea, daughter
of Brian and
Joanne Frank of
Johannesburg.

No dish needed. No complicated installation.
Pay as you go.

For more information. call Meir Levmore:

050-7207010 or email meir@itvsat.com

Keren Telfed
Fay Wittert – 80th birthday
Hazel & Herby Gaito, Tchiya & Jack Harris
Tamar Meir, Rochie & Frankie Myers,
Linky & Martin Furman, Sarah & Dave
Paikin, Rochie Zahavi

Keren Telfed and Oth er Funds

Please remember Keren Telfed when you are celebrating happy
occasions, when you are invited to enjoy meals with friends, or when
you want to pay tribute to the memories of loved ones. The Keren
Telfed Fund was started 30 years ago. Donations are used to assist
Southern Africans in Israel during times of individual or family hardship, or
national crisis. They are tax-deductible. All donations are acknowledged in
this column as soon as possible after receipt thereof.
Donors................................................................................Honorees

KEREN TELFED FUND (general assistance to the community as needed)

Uri Milunsky – 90th birthday
Hyman & Kykie Josman, Clive
Chitiz,
Tziporah
& Shraga
Jacobs,
Hilary
& David
Herzberger

In honour of Sid Shapiro
Leon & Pat Lewis, Issy & Fay Kramer,
Freda Essakow & family, Ruth Stern,
Cynthia Barmor, Roy Chweidan, Mavis
Wilk, Beth Protea Residents Committee,
Bennie Penzick, Beryl Amihood, Aviezer
& Rosie Hechter, Shimoni, Neville and
Moira Pasvolsky
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Nesta Lessem...............................................................Rita Roberts – 80th birthday
Alan & Rosemary Silbert.........................................Leslie Horwitz – 60th birthday
Alex & Ethne Tolkin...................................................Leslie Horwitz – 60th birthday
Charles Berelowitz.....................................................Ivan Perel – 70th birthday
Dorron Kline.................................................................Cindy Kline – wedding anniversary
Cynthia Reingold........................................................The elderly
Gaby & Freda Haimovitz.........................................Judy Dobkins – 70th birthday
Zvi & Linda Pakter......................................................Martin Wilk – 60th birthday
James & Myra Bennet..............................................Gilbert & Valerie Herbert – 60th anniversary
Franki Jaffe....................................................................Gilbert & Valerie Herbert – 60th anniversary
Bebe Feldman.............................................................Lily & Israel Levite – 50th anniversary
Sheila Swiel & family................................................Nick Alhadeff – 90th birthday
Sheila Swiel & family................................................Edgar & Joyce Kohll – Edgar’s 90th
Joel & Beryl Klotnick.................................................Lola Harris – special birthday
Issy & Joyce Epstein..................................................Channa Eidelman – 85th birthday
Annette Milliner-Giladi............................................Naomi Fredman – special birthday
Ellie & Liebe Posniak.................................................Rayla Shimoni – 80th birthday
Ernest & Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper.................Dave & Joan Weinstein – Shana Tova
Friends of Joy Faktor................................................Joy Faktor – special birthday
Michael & Evelyn Adler...........................................Naomi Fredman – special birthday
& granddaughter’s marriage
Joyce Miller...................................................................Ethel Grinker – 80th birthday
Ellen Price......................................................................Ethel Krinker – 80th birthday
Hymie & Chana Ehrlich...........................................Smiler & Lily Levite – 60th wedding anniversary
Marion Stein.................................................................Channa Eidelman – 85th birthday
Sol & Cherille Cohen................................................Mike & Loraine Solomon – special smachot
Howard & Yehudit Glazer.......................................Mike & Loraine Solomon – 50th anniversary
Dorron & Cynthia Kline...........................................Geoff & Brenda Kline – birthdays & anniversary
Dorron & Cynthia Kline...........................................Michelle Favero – birthday
Ifa(Sonia) Levanon.....................................................Avraham & Ellen Infeld – 50th anniversary
Gershon Gan................................................................Avraham & Ellen Infeld – 50th anniversary
Mike & Franki Jaffe....................................................Zelda Penn – 95th birthday

PROJECT HELPING HAND (to improve the quality of life of the elderly)
Paul & Sharon Bernstein & family...................... Larry & Marlyn Butchins – 40th anniversary
Fay, Shelee, Eugene & Simmy Berghaus.........In memory of Mark, beloved father & grandfather
Glenda Leigh................................................................In memory of her mother, Gladys Gerstle
Dave & Hilary Wulffhart..........................................In honour of their grandchildren
Dave & Gail Bloom....................................................Nick Alhadeff – 90th birthday
Myra Bank.....................................................................In loving memory of Harry Bank
Sonia Sacks...................................................................In loving memory of Wolfie Sacks
George Mundel..........................................................In loving memory of Roxy Mundel
Meyer Planer................................................................In loving memory of Bella Planer
Benny & Phillipa Segal.............................................In loving memory of Hymie
Ahuva (Lola) Nathan ...............................................In loving memory of Issy Nathan
Leah Newstead...........................................................Wishing Shai a refuah shleimah
Maxine Levite..............................................................In loving memory of her parents
Annette Gordon & family.......................................In loving memory of Lionel Gordon

Kelly Modlin – 80th birthday
Gerald & Freda
Wolman,
Zelig & Tilly
Milner, Debbie
Chitiz,
Shabtai &
Yocheved
Grolman, Chaim
Hoffman,
Yitzchak
& Henia
Movsowitz,
Minnie Blum, Cecil & Rhoda
Zlotnick, Eddie & Natalie Shapiro

Neil & Pam Bobrov, Narda Korakin....................In loving memory of Jack & Sara Bobrov
Ora Even-Ari.................................................................In loving memory of Hillel Even-Ari
Roy Chweidan.............................................................In loving memory of Perla & Ivor Chweidan
Solly & Hana Ben-Ami..............................................In loving memory of Ada Blecher
Rollo Norwitz...............................................................In loving memory of Dora Norwitz
Leon Charney..............................................................In loving memory of Menora
Smoky Simon..............................................................In loving memory of his parents, brother & sisters
Joe Woolf.......................................................................In loving memory of Zeva
Eric Kantor.....................................................................In loving memory of his parents
Gerald & Freda Wolman..........................................Monty & Marilyn Hilkowitz – in appreciation
Gerald & Freda Wolman..........................................Nathan & Terry Mowszowski – in appreciation
Leon & Ann Moss.......................................................Nick Alhadeff – 90th birthday
Shabtai & Yocheved Grolman..............................Honouring parents Masha Grolman & Ryfka Zable
Mandy Gaziel...............................................................In memory of Daniel Rachamim ben Gemara Margalit
Harold & Roslyn Silver.............................................In loving memory of their parents David & Anne Silver, and Jack & Daphne Freedman
Bernard & Debbie Kampel.....................................In loving memory of parents Yaakov & Morganshtern, Zacharia Kampel & Reuben Kampel
Rhona Sheer.................................................................In loving memory of her parents Sam & Mary Lubinsky
David & Anat Shawinsky........................................In memory of Jack Gochin
Michael & Annette Weil..........................................In honour of lifelong friend Jeffrey Schwartz
Debbie Orr....................................................................In loving memory of her mother, Jacqueline Adelsky
Sylvia Weinberg..........................................................In loving memory of Myron Weinberg
Edgar
David Kaplan...............................................................In loving memory of Harry and Doreen
Kohll – 90th
birthday
MAYER PINCUS BAR-EL FUND
Bebe
Jennifer Rubin.............................................................Muriel Chesler - special birthday
Feldman,
Nick Alhadeff, Celia Abrahamson,
SURF FUND (Special Urgent Relief Fund)
Barbara & Avinadav Mamlok
Theodore Kaplan.......................................................Gilbert & Valerie Herbert – 60th anniversary
Herbert & Sara Goldenberg..................................Gilbert & Valerie Herbert – 60th anniversary
Jackie & Davina Shmueli........................................Esther Sank – good wishes on Rosh Hashana
Bernie
Hirshowitz –
IN MEMORIAM
90th birthday
Fonda Dubb.................................................................In memory of Hilda Silbert
Leila Stein,
Fay Berghaus................................................................In loving memory of her parents, Arnold & Becky Meyers
Ellie & Liebe
Norman & Mylene Levin.........................................In loving memory of Jessie & Sunny Levin & Toni Locketz
Posniak, Gerald
Peter Stern & Brenda Solomon...........................In memory of Lawrence Freedman
& Sharon Brook

LONE SOLDIERS FUND (to assist young South African lone soldiers)
Kelly Modlin.................................................................Gilbert & Valerie Herbert – 60th anniversary
Stephen & Thelma Miller........................................Gilbert & Valerie Herbert – 60th anniversary
Fay, Shelee, Eugene & Simmy Berghaus.........In loving memory of their son & brother, Gregory

SAM LEVIN MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND
Basil & Zena Berelowitz...........................................Ivan Perel – 70th birthday
Basil & Zena Berelowitz...........................................Sidney Kaplan – 70th birthday
Harry & Eva Brand.....................................................Gilbert & Valerie Herbert – 60th anniversary
Israel & Lily Levite......................................................Abigail (Levite) Vinig – 80th birthday
Tamar & Eric Drucker................................................Shmuel Eidelman – 80th birthday
Tanya & Gaby Grunberger.....................................Edgar Kohll – 90th birthday
Abe, Marian & Yael Gulis,........................................Channa Eidelman – 85th birthday
Shahaf, Michal & Ma’ayan Grosz.........................Channa Eidelman – 85th birthday

Paul Roberts – special birthday
Neville & Moira Pasvolsky, Channa
Eidelman, Ofra & Meir Burde, Derek
Perlman, Shein & Ivor Basker & family

KEREN ALIZA (to assist school children in Kfar Saba with school books)
Kaplan family...................................................................Haim & Debbie Spiegel – 25th anniversary
Marvyn Hatchuel & Lily Rose Michalowsky...... Edgar Kohll – 90th birthday
Errol & Sheryl Derman....................................... Jillian Milliner – on winning gold & bronze medals at the Maccabiah Games
Errol & Sheryl Derman....................................... Stanley Milliner – on winning a bronze medal at the Maccabiah Games
David & Henrietta David.................................... Hilary & Dave Kaplan, Deb & Phil Zabow, Janine & Danny Gelley, Michelle & Martin Wolff,
Ros & Daniel Klug, Jody & Mark Reichenberg.. Hilary Kaplan – in appreciation
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Israel Ad vocacy

by David Kaplan

Whether as an artist or labour union representative, it’s tough representing
Israel these days. Nearly every forum or venue is turning into a battleground.

The War of Words
The Unfinished Symphony

At a performance by Israeli jazz saxophonist Daniel Zamir in August at Wits
University in Johannesburg, BDS protesters sang, “Shoot the Jew” and to add
insult to injury, the head of the BDS
campaign, Muhammed Desai denied
that it was an expression of anti-Semitism. “The word Jew was not meant to
be taken in a literal fashion,” the verbal
contortionist flatulated. The call to kill
Jews was “just like you would say kill
the Boer during the eighties,” Desai was

are less about support for an independent Palestinian state and more about
dismantling the existing Jewish state.
This incident follows earlier in the
year also at Wits when during Israel
Apartheid Week (IAW) classical pianist,
Yossi Reshef, a resident of Germany not
Israel, was escorted off stage during his
performance of Beethoven’s Tempest
Sonata. Then anti-Israel’s protestors
jumped on stage screaming, shouting
and blaring vuvuzelas rendering it a
truly Tempest Sonata.

nium, the protesters began to shout in
unison “down with Israel.”
Student activist Mbuyiseni Ndlozi
addressed the crowd blaring in something passing as English: “Our visitors
must understand that we are Wits students in good standing. They must understand that in this university, Zionism
will not enjoy (sic) anymore. They will
not bring anything related, sponsored,
corroborating with Israel and will expect it will be romantically accepted.”
Barely articulate, the message was nev-

Counter Offensive. TbT meeting with Israel
advocacy groups at Telfed. (L-r) Harris Green,
Lawrence Sieff, Charles Abelsohn, Maurice Ostroff,
Tanya Stern, Michael Dixon, Tal Brodi, Charlotte
Kochak, Rolene Marks, Stuart and Hasja Palmer.

of ‘Goldstoneism’ – its tone, content and
packaging was one-sided, evincing a total
disregard for the issues of concern to
Israel – most glaringly, our security.
References to ‘the wall’, road blocks
and “the siege of Gaza” were brazenly repeated in the report with scant
inclusion as to why they were reluctantly introduced, namely to protect
Israel’s citizens from deliberate murder and mayhem. And while the popular production of the “Arab Spring”
now into its third successful season
and “playing at an Arab country near
you”, South Africa’s BDS ignores the
daily mass ‘murder and mayhem’ for
one reason only – no Jews in the cast!

Labour Pains

One who had a personal taste of the
venom spat at Israel, was Dov Randel
of Tel Aviv (formally of Pretoria) when

The Cape Times front
page, government
minister advising
South Africans not to
visit Israel....

The Seeds Were long Planted. The public venom against Israel amongst
Muslims in Cape Town was already evident in this mass demonstration over 10
years ago of some 20,000 marchers where protests signs (left) read - “Stop
the Holocaust of Palestinians” and (above) “For the liberation of Quda,
machine-guns based upon FAITH and ISLAM must be used.”

quoted in the local press. Quite a chilling repertoire of music does Desai and
his cohorts in BDS enjoy! As is increasingly being understood, these protests
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An eyewitness stated that he saw the
Vice-President of the Wits SRC cheer
one of the protestors who began to violently hit the piano keys of the Steinway
piano. While the guests fled as security was unable to contain the pandemo-

ertheless a clear reminder – even buffoons have a following!
More recently in August, the South
African Parliamentary Committee , who
visited Israel some months earlier, released their report, that only smacks

in November 2012 he represented
Israel on behalf of the Israel Union
of Government Employees (IUGE)
at the World Congress of the Public
Services International (PSI) in Durban.
The PSI represents 20 million workers

Naught for One’s Labour. Dov
Randel (left) with Histradut
delegation at the 2012 the
Public Services International
Congress in Durban

globally who deliver public services in
150 countries. Living up to its history
with the earlier 2001 World Conference
against Racism (WCAR), “Durban did
it again,” says Dov, “it was nauseating.
It was so bad that one of our smaller unions walked out in horror – they
were not prepared to sit there and be
publically vilified.”
An international consultant
with IUGE and who during the
‘Dark Days’ of apartheid worked
at the Histadrut International
Department when it was involved in a “clandestine operation” training South African
Black activists in local government, Dov laments, “Much water
and hatred has flowed down the
Jordan and Limpopo Rivers since
those forgotten days.” Asked by
Telfed Magazine “how careful
one had to be in secretly recruiting Black participants to sneak
out of South Africa and come to
Israel under the preying eyes of
BOSS (Bureau of State Security)?” Prof.
Shimshon Zelniker who founded and
directed this inspiring project replied,
“As careful as porcupines making love.”
Telfed was proud to have been associated with this project at the time.

Some 29 graduates of the ‘Beit
Berl Programme’ as it became
known, emerged as mayors of
cities and towns in the post-apartheid
South Africa.

Now Israel’s trade unions “are treated as lepers,” laments Dov.
Proposed by the South African
M u n i c i p a l Wo r k e r s U n i o n
(SAMWU) , with support from the
National Education Health and
Allied Workers’ Union (NEHAWU),
the PSI passed the resolution, “to
fully support the Palestinian Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) against
Israel - basically cutting its ties with
Israel’s unions,” says Dov.

Rafeef Ziadah, of the Palestinian
Trade Union Coalition for BDS (PTUCBDS) commented: “We welcome today’s
resolution. Israel must be isolated like
apartheid South Africa was.”
Also welcoming the resolution,
Muhammad ‘Music Man’ Desai expressed that “Public tenders, municipal
contracts and other services must now be
scrutinized by shop-stewards and trade
unionists to ensure that our public services are not in any way connected to
Israel. There should be no normal relations with an ABNORMAL STATE.”
Israel is now caricatured like the ‘abnormal” medieval Jew – to be isolated,
ridiculed, vilified and worse.
continuedon page 30
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Israel Ad vocacy
In an imploding Arab neighbourhood degenerating where even chemical weapons are wantonly used against
innocent women and children, and
where Israeli hospitals are now caring
for victims from Syria, South Africa’s
BDS deems Israel the “abnormal state”.
Concluding his visit to Ziv Medical
Center in Zefat, the Australian
Ambassador to Israel, Dave Sharma
expressed, “It was deeply moving to
see how Ziv Hospital has opened its
doors and its heart to a growing number of Syrian victims from the civil war
raging just across the border. The pro-

Telfed’s offices in Ra’anana have provided a venue for meetings and advocacy workshops. Most memorable was
meeting with Luba Mayekiso and his
wife Ncediwe both dedicated in their
passionate support for Israel.

ported about 80% of its crude oil from
Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates. US petrochemical company
Mobil only withdrew from South Africa
in 1989. Yet these are some of democratic South Africa’s closest friends!

A faculty member of Growing the
Church (Anglican Church of Southern
Africa); a trustee of the Christian
Community radio station; and a trustee for the Archbishop’s Education
Endowment Trust, Luba says, “Those
who knew apartheid and know Israel,
will know there is no apartheid in Israel.”

Whilst no sitting South African president has ever set foot in Israel, they felt
comfortable visiting undemocratic Arab
regimes like Saudi Arabia, Libya and
Tunisia. You see, if you want to punish and alienate countries that broke
UN sanctions by trading with apartheid South Africa, you must begin with
the biggest trading partners – the US,
UK, Germany, France, Japan, and the
oil-producing Arab countries. Israel
was a minor player at the tail-end
of the list.”

Luba lambasts the ANC for its patent
hypocrisy - “Its members will claim an-

Getting the Message
Across. Following a
meeting with the Telfed
Directorate, visiting
South African Christian
supporters for Israel, Luba
and Ncediwe Mayekiso met
with TbT. Seen here are
(l-r) Hertzel Katz, Maurice
Ostroff, David Kaplan
(below), Harris Green,
Luba and wife Ncediwe and
Charles Abelsohn.

fessionalism, dedication and compassion of the entire staff at Ziv Hospital
were something to behold. It is humanity at its best.”

cestral rights to justify land restitution
in South Africa but will then deny ancestral rights to Jews in Israel.”

Did any other foreign ambassadors
venture to see firsthand Israel’s “abnormal” behavior by accepting victims from a country with which it remains at war?

In South Africa “we have had five
Deputy Foreign Ministers since the advent of democracy in 1994. Surprisingly,
in a country with a population where
Christians make up more than 80% of
the population and Muslims less than
1%, we have had three Muslim Deputy
Foreign Ministers and all have been anti-Semitic! Is it so surprising that our
Foreign policy has been so anti-Israel?”

In this mindless minefield, Truth
be Told (TbT) (its formation reported
in July’s Telfed Magazine) has been active in monitoring and responding to
attacks in the media as well as meeting and working together with other
groups and individuals.
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How has this situation emerged?

Following his meetings with Telfed
and TbT, Luba addressed a conference in Jerusalem of Christians from
across the continent of Africa where
he expressed:
“During the 1980s South Africa im-

Acknowledging that “the South
African Jewish community is too
small to impact on the outcome of
national elections and can thus be
safely ignored,” he stresses that “this
is a battle that our Jewish brethren
should not engage in alone. So my
energies have now been devoted
to forming a coalition of Africans
who will stand united with Israel.”
Coinciding with the 50th anniversary of Martin Luther King’s “I had a
Dream” speech in the nation’s capital, Washington, Luba bellowed to his
audience:
“I say to you: We too have also come
to this hallowed City of David to remind
ourselves of the fierce urgency of this
battle. Some hope that we have come
to Jerusalem to blow off steam and will
now be content after that to return to
business as usual. Allow me to remind
you of his exact words on this day in
Washington DC fifty years ago: “This
is no time to engage in the luxury of
cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism.” We Africans
must neither rest nor enjoy tranquility
until our Jewish brothers live in peace.”
Inspiring stuff!
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By David E. Kaplan

What Went Wrong?
How was it that German medicine, once esteemed as the
most sophisticated in the world, degenerated into the greatest
stain on the record of medicine in the 20th century?
In a riveting lecture co-hosted by Telfed and Beth

A Little Brick Road

continued on page 34
Riveting Revelations. Seen here with Dr. Tessa Chelouche (2nd
left) - who exposed the true colours of the medical profession in
Germany during the Shoah - is (l-r) Lyn Bach - PR and Cultural
Director for Beth Protea, Jillian Milliner and Tessa’s husband, Yair.

A nature trail for kids
was my father’s vision to bring children to the
Botanical Gardens; he wanted the sounds of
children’s shouts and laughter to fill the air,” said Sharon
Berkley, the daughter of former Jerusalem Botanical
Gardens (JBG) chairman, Mendel Kaplan, z”l. She was
speaking at a special ceremony in July when the cornerstone was laid for a Children’s Discovery Trail. “It is
our hope that the trail will help transform the Jerusalem
Botanical Gardens into the Jerusalem Garden of Eden.”
The trail will consist of a 460-meter long path that will
‘guide’ youngsters on a journey of discovery “learning
about the environment that trees live in”. The activities
at each station will be especially designed to simplify the
complex subject of ecology into a series of fun activities.
“It always seems impossible until it’s done,” said JBG
chairman Alan Berkley , quoting Nelson Mandela.
“Today,” continued Mendel’s son-in-law, “over 200,000
people visit JBG annually, and over 80,000 of them are
children. We have one of the largest collections of plant
species in the world, including 150 endangered species,
which we are reintroducing into nature. JBG is a site that
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Reaching the Pinnacle:

Trail Blazers.
Jerusalem
Mayor Nir Barkat
(centre) with Alan
Berkley, Chairman
of the Jerusalem
Botanical Gardens,
and wife Sharon at the Cornerstone Ceremony of the park’s
new Children’s Discovery Trail

attracts all of Jerusalem’s diverse ethnicity and is a focal
point of coexistence.”
“As early as 2,300 years ago,” said Jerusalem Mayor Nir
Barkat, “folk visited Jerusalem to see what was new besides the Temple, and we are continuing the tradition
of innovation in the fields of sports, culture and nature.
The Jerusalem Botanical Gardens is a unique site and
the Children’s Discovery Trail is an example of thinking out of the box, which reflects excellence and love of
all that lives and grows. I have no doubt that Mendel
Kaplan would be smiling with approval if he could see
what we are doing.”
Never able to hold Mendel back from anything, who
knows, he may well be “seeing” and “smiling”!

Two former South African Israelis have received recognition for
their breakthrough research in chemistry and medicine.
A Nobel Man

Stop Press....

“It

Protea, former South African, Dr. Tessa Chelouche
revealed the fiendish role played by German physicians
during the Nazi era.
While people today are quick to cite Dr. Joseph Mengele
as the archetype ‘monster’, Tessa argues against this categorization “as if the medical profession in Germany
could be excused because of a few aberrations.” Providing
facts and figures resulting from years of research, Tessa
revealed “that over 50% of German doctors voluntarily joined the Nazi Party, far more than any other profession. The whole profession and not just a handful of
doctors were implicated in the gross offenses that occurred
under Nazi rule.”
Family physician and renowned scholar of medical history, Dr. Tessa Chelouche, who hails from Johannesburg,
and a graduate from Tel Aviv Medical School, recently
published her collaborative research in “A Casebook on

Pretoria-born Michael Levitt who with fellow Israeli-American Arieh Warshel and Austrian American
Martin Karpus has won the 2013 Nobel Prize for Chemistry “for creating computer models that help
scientists better understand and predict complex chemical processes. Its significance allows chemists to simulate how molecules act in all kinds of environments, vastly speeding up the development
of everything from new drugs to solar panels to catalytic converters in cars.” On hearing of his award,
Levitt modestly commented, ‘‘It was just me being in the right place at the right time and maybe
having a few good ideas.’’
On the subject of “good ideas”, Levitt thought it might be prudent to remove some scantily-attired photos of himself he’d posted on his Facebook page from this past summer’s ‘Burning Man Festival’ in Nevada. “I don’t want them getting into the Swedish
newspapers,” remarked an amused Levitt.

Wom en’s Health

A graduate of Wits, Jerusalem-resident Irving M. Spitz, Professor Emeritus of Endocrinology, Ben Gurion
University of the Negev was presented in August ‘The Sidney H. Ingbar Distinguished Service Award’ by the
Endocrine Society at their 2013 in San Francisco. The anti-progestin therapy introduced by Irving together with colleagues “has opened a new chapter in female reproductive endocrinology, one of the 20th century’s most important services to women’s health.” Beyond medicine and science, Irving is “a Renaissance
scholar” with an extraordinary knowledge of music, art, history, photography, archeology, and cartography of the Holy Land. He is the Music Editor of a New York based publication and frequently contributes
articles and reviews on travel and culture to The Jerusalem Post as well as several other international publications.

People
Bioethics and the Holocaust’. The research conducted for the book is part of a programme for UNESCO in
the field of Bioethics.

An authority on ‘the connection between medicine and
the Holocaust’, Tessa today teaches a course on the subject at Haifa Medical School, has published numerous articles on the subject, lectures at Yad Vashem, teaches the
Taglit-Birthright medical students and addresses medical conferences on the subject both in Israel and abroad.
Tessa’s second and final lecture in the series will be held at Beth Protea
on December 30. Call David Kaplan 09-7672404 to reserve seats.

A Stamp of
Approval

Thanks to the RE/MAX Real Estate School,

art and stamps. “I felt so proud when my aunt returned
home from her local post office in Caulfield, a suburb of
Melbourne, with an Australian stamp with Hebrew on it.”
Small as it may appear, measured in mere centimeters, “the
impact is not insignificant as people all over the world
will be exposed to a non-Israel stamp with Hebrew on it.”

STAM Pede

Les relates that there was major fanfare and publicity
over the new issue which took place on the opening day
of the exhibition held at the Royal Exhibition Building – a
World Heritage site. “The exhibition which was opened by
the Mayor of Melbourne
and attended by dignitarIsrael - Australia
ies, was national news. It
joint issue
commemorating was the only joint issue at
the Battle of
the exhibition,” says Les,
Beersheba.
who was there as a commissioner and exhibitor
of his seven collections,
“over 50 kilos of stamps.”
The Israel-Australian first issue
was extensively publicized, “taking a full page in the exhibition’s
brochure. There were public announcements as a countdown to
the issue, and I felt so proud seeing people queue for over oneand-a-half hours to purchase these
stamps.”

When the 4th Light Horse Brigade of
the Australian Imperial Force charged the
Turkish garrison stationed at the strategic
town of Beersheba on 31 October 1917,
they initiated a chain of events that eventually culminated in the establishment
of Israel in 1948. Recently, the spirit of
those brave mounted Australian warriors has found fresh expression amongst
their descendents in a war fought less
on battlefields but more in the courts
of public opinion.
So while 96 years on since the Battle of
Beersheba and Israel’s enemies - notably
Stamped Out
BDS (Boycott, Disinvestment & Sanctions)
One realizes how significant
- are attacking the Jewish state’s legitithis achievement is when one is
macy in world forums and the media,
aware of the pitfalls and obstaStamping Out Misconceptions. An
Australia earlier this year spotlighted its
cles.
“Gibraltar had proposed issudiscourse between Jerusalemite
support for Israel by bringing out a First Issue animated
Les and two Middle East Arab philatelists ing a joint stamp with Israel where
Joint Stamp. The stamp, which has writing in
at the Israeli stand.
the stamp depicts both the Rock of
English and Hebrew, commemorates the victoGibraltar and the Tower of David.
ry and sacrifice of the brave Australian soldiers in
The British government intervened - directing it could
the important Battle of Beersheba.
have Tel Aviv on the stamp but not Jerusalem. In this
“Where do you see a foreign country’s stamp today with
instance, negative politics prevailed and the stamp was
Hebrew on it?” asks Les Glassman from Jerusalem who
withdrawn.”
represented Israel at the International Stamp Exhibition in
Les explains that on a people-to-people basis, “stamps
Melbourne in May, where the ‘joint stamp’ was officially
have a capacity to transcend boundaries between people
issued. “This was a triumph,” says Les, an International
in the same way as they transcend geographic borders beConsultant for Stephan Weltz & Co., leaders in fine
tween countries.” He relates how “the four of us” – a Turk,
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I made

Egyptian, Iranian and Israeli – connected and stuck together over the period of
the exhibition. “We ate, sipped cocktails,
NIS
sat together at the palmarès (prize giving)
and spent much of our free time as a foursome.” It was during the free time “that
we spoke freely about issues pertaining to
You too can sign up!
our neighbourhood.” One particular discussion fascinated Les.
Nadav Blackman
When the Egyptian, who grew up in
(Johannesburg)
Lebanon, “spoke about the Civil War
there, mentioning the Sabra and Shatila
RE/MAX agent, Haifa
massacres, he was interrupted by the
052-277-8188
Iranian who remarked that the massacres
were perpetrated by the Israelis. When
www.remax.co.il
1-800-211-311 ext. 5
the Egyptian replied, “No, no, it was the
Christian Phalangists”, the Iranian stamp
collector was genuinely surprised. “After
Philip Symon is “The Perfectionist”
all, he was not hearing it from me, an Israeli, but a fellow Muslim.” This exchange, “showed how much ignoTotal Home Renovations
rance there is out there amongst educated people and
how coming together can positively change mindsets.”
Philip Symon, always the perfectionist, uses
There is no substitute for “people to people interaction
the latest techniques for upgrading, refubishing
and I believe stamps, in a small way, can contribute to
and maintaining your property to the highest
educating the world about Israel.”
standard. For over 25 years, Philip Symon has been

25,870

in one month

Migh ty Madiba

While an ailing Nelson Mandela was sadly spending
his 95th birthday in a Pretoria hospital on the 18th July,
events were taking place around the world honouring
the man as much as celebrating the occasion. In keeping with South Africans been urged to mark Mandela’s
67 years of public service with “67 minutes of charitable acts”, the South African Embassy in Tel Aviv gave a
67-minute presentation at Beth Protea. It involved members of its staff - including some residents of Beth Protea
like Maurice Ostroff - reading humorous, yet insightful
passages from a delightful new book on Mandela’s hitherto mostly unknown side to his personality. Most of it
were tongue-in-cheek gems such as:
-“His persona is mixture of African royalty and British
aristocracy. He will use fancy silverware when in London
or Johannesburg, but when in the Transkei, he enjoys
eating with his hands, as is the local custom.”
-“Nelson Mandela is meticulous. He takes tissues from
a box and refolds them individually before placing them

synonymous with reliability and expertise. Join his
long list of satisfied clients and bring a touch of
class to your home.
Services include: •Professional Painting and
decorative moldings •Demolition • Bathroom and
kitchen remodeling • Tiling •
Electrical work • Plaster work
and partitions • Plumbing
Call today for free advice and/or quotes.

(054)431-5005
philip_symon@hotmail.com
in his front pocket.”
-“I have seen him remove his shoe during an interview
to reverse one sock when he noticed it was inside out.”
-“He rises before dawn and makes his bed every morning, whether he is at home or in a hotel. I have seen the
continued on next page
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revealed he had spent six years on Robben Island during
the period that Mandela was imprisoned as a member of
look of shock of hotel housekeepers when they find him
Umkhonto we Sizwe - the military wing of the ANC. “The
making the bed.”
worst of it was working in the limestone quarry where the
-“In prison, he made a copy of every letter he wrote
dust attacked our lungs. By the time I arrived, Madiba
over two decades, and kept
thankfully was no longa detailed list of every letter
er working in the quarry.”
he received, with the date
Sean’s imprisonment at
he received it, and when
age seventeen followed his
he replied.”
capture in northern natal
While all at the Beth
with a huge cache of arms
Protea event were anxious
– AK47s, explosives and
about the former presiammunition. “When the
dent’s ailing health, the
policeman who caught me,
event began with an upliftasked what I was doing
ing note when Beit Protea
with all this stuff, I rechairman, Isaac Lipshitz,
plied, “I was collecting it
opened the proceedings
as souvenirs.”
with “I have good news. I
For some reason, Sean
have just heard that Madiba
says,
the policeman was
From Political Prisoner to Political Councilor. Seen here at Mandela’s
is sitting up this morning
unconvinced and replied
party at Beth Protea are Sean Mongale, a former Robben Island political
watching TV and asking when prisoner and today Political Councilor at the SA Embassy (centre) with Sharon in his most polished Afrikaans
Saidi, Social Secretary at the SA Embassy and Beth Protea resident, Maurice
he can go home.”
parlance, “Moenie kak praat
Ostroff. All three read snippets from a new book revealing less familiar aspects
“Wonderful, wow, yofi!” were
nie.” (‘Politely’ translated as
of Mandela the man rather than Mandela the Statesman.
the audible bursts of delight
“don’t speak rubbish”).
from an audience that had
Although Madiba would have been most pleased how
been steeling themselves - like folk around the world his birthday was celebrated in Israel, he would have no
for a ‘sad announcement’. This good news was reinforced
doubt welcomed - say those familiar with his favourite
with a culinary announcement that “there was boerewors
cuisine - some Pap with the boerewors! •
for lunch” and although this was accompanied with an
apology that “unfortunately there will be no pap,” for
Capetonians like myself, this was a relief!
Most interesting was interviewing, Sean Mongale, a
Each year in October, the former chevra of SA Habonim
councilor in the Political Department at the embassy. He
in Israel gather at Kibbutz Yizreel at a ceremony dedicated to the memory of Dudi Silbowitz and Neil Fried who

Forever Young
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lost their lives in the same
tank in the Yom Kippur
War of 1973. The moving
ceremonies at the graveside
are traditionally followed
by a thought-provoking
lecture by a former chaver.
It the dark days at war’s
end, when the names of
the dead were being released, there was no word
of the whereabouts of Dudi
and Neil. In desperation,
John Eliasov from Garin
Hod on Kibbutz Yizreel of
which Dudi and Neil were
members, trekked across
the battle-scarred desert of
the Sinai, until he finally
crossed the Suez Canal to
arrive at the scene
of a skeletal burntout shell of a tank
and to find a scrap
of material lying
next to the wreck
with the faded writing: “Ulpan Yizreel”.
The search had - as had
the lives of his two friends
weeks before - reached its
journey’s end.
Forty years later, it was
an emotional John Eliasov
who delivered the lecture
to one of the largest crowds
ever to this annual event
joined by former members
Dudi Silbowitz
of Garin Hod from across
Israel and abroad.
Commencing with the stirring words of the
sixties anti-war ballad, ‘Universal Soldier’, sung
by Donovan, insightful tributes followed at
the graveside reminding all that Dudi and Neil
were from that anti-war “folk-song’ generation
that looked to the kibbutz model to reshape
and redefine new egalitarian lifestyles but soon

faced the reality of war and paid the ultimate
price. Representing Telfed, the writer as former Chairman and former
Vice Chairperson, Annette
Milliner-Giladi laid wreaths
on the graves.
While all at the ceremony
were “privileged to age”, many
continued on next page

Neil Fried

War & Remembrance. A day where tears and laughter merge - Philippa and Bennie Segal,
Bernard Hurwitz, Dennis Alexander, David Kaplan and Milton Kaplan
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People
old friends had initial difficulty recognizing each other.
Not so for Dudi and Neil
who remain, “Forever Young”,
the theme of Johnny Eliasov’s
PowerPoint presentation that
began with Bob Dylan’s classic
with the photos of Dudi and
Neil emblazoned on a screen.
With their young looks and
exuding the values of a bygone generation, their images and ideas remained transfixed while juxtaposed against
a mix of ‘pix’ and music as
a world raced on to ‘another
place’ that Dudi and Neil would never know.
The Habonim movement that spurned generations of
South African olim enriching Israeli society, had a contemporary presence at the event with the attendance of
the young Habonim ‘Shnaties’ from SA in their blue
chultzot (shirts) who were the first to lay the reefs on the
gravestones of Dudi and Neil.
Should Dudi and Neil be looking down from a celestial perch they would have been truly touched.

In Memoriam
Nelly Alhadeff

Telfed chairman Dave Bloom, members of
the Directorate, Executive Council and all staff
express heartfelt condolences to families whose
loved ones (listed below) have passed away in
recent months:

In Telfed’s office in Ra’anana, Dudi and Neil’s names
grace the honour board recording the long list of all those
Southern Africans who have lost their lives in defence of
the State of Israel. •

Alfred Kahn (Tel Aviv)
Ben Greenblatt (Amazya)
Chooks Heideman (Ra’anana)
Dan Kenny (Kentridge) (Tel Aviv)
Doreen Guinsberg (Haifa)
Esther Saltz (Johannesburg)
Hilda Silbert (Ra’anana)
Howard Noik (Tel Aviv)
Jessie Schragger (Nordia)
Leonard Katz (Canada)
Leslie Sacks (USA)
Mickey Sher (Karmiel)
Morrie Sacks (Ra’anana)
Neville Velkes (Herzliya)
Nelly Alhadeff (Kfar Saba)
Norman Rubin (Ra’anana)
Rene Lavi (Kochav Yair)
Sam Morcowitz (Rishon Lezion)
Sidney Block (Hod Hasharon)
Sylvia Edelson (Moshav Yanuv)
Wolfie Traub (Rehovot)

It was with deep sadness that we heard of the passing of Nelly,
wife of former Telfed Chairman Nick Alhadeff. A multi-linguist,
Nelly was born in Athens, where as a young girl she was caught
up in the Nazi occupation during WWII. There, together with
her sister and mother, they lived for many months with false
papers in a house later requisitioned by the Nazi SS. One can
only imagine their daily fear, especially when the SS Colonel
insisted they join him for dinner. There, proudly wearing his
SS uniform, bearing the red swastika, he would frequently rant
about how “the world would be a better place without Jews.”
In time, they escaped and teaming up with her father and
brother sailed to Turkey in a fishing
boat and then on to Haifa. There, the
Jewish community arranged for Nelly
and her sister to be admitted to the
English Girls School, “despite her not
knowing any English,” relates Nick.
However, “it was this period that influenced her life and motivated her later
to help others less fortunate,” continues Nick.
Nelly returned to Greece after the
Nelly Alhadeff z”l
war to complete her schooling, and in
1953, when Nick visited Greece on a
business trip, he met Nelly on a yacht and so began their journey together, first settling in Salisbury (now Harare) and later
Israel, where Nick became active in Telfed.
Fluent in five languages, Nelly ran the Public Relations department at Weizmann House, the historic home of Israel’s first
President at the Weizmann Institute of Science. She also volunteered at the Institute, teaching English to young scientists as
well as correcting the English of research papers for publication.
She also volunteered assisting the aged at a Moadon Hakshishim.
Moving from Rechovot to Kfar Saba, Nelly volunteered at the
Hospice at Tel Hashomer, helping many who on their last days,
had reverted back to one of the languages in which she was fluent.
Nelly was a devoted wife and partner to Nick and loved her
role as a grandmother and greatgrandmother.
Telfed expresses heartfelt condolences to husband Nick, daughter Audrey and her family.
Dave Bloom

Back to the Future. Young members of Habonim Dror South Africa
laying a wreath at the graves of Dudi and Neil.
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Classifieuds
All classified advertisements have to be paid in advance
of publication.For payment by Credit Card, please contact
Dafna Rosenfeld at Telfed Magazine Accounts: 09-7907808

Accommodation
Holiday Apts, Ra’anana, Herzliya
Pituach, Jerusalem and Netanya, website www.rentisrael.com , info@rentisrael.com (050)711-7967 voip (416)6309639 skype caryfox1
2 room apartment, newly renovated,
fully equipped. Short term rental - 2
days to one month. In “Green” Ramat
Aviv, near University. Easy access to central Tel Aviv. +972(52)6335995 mikecomay@gmail.com
Holiday Apartments - Ra’anana: modern, central, fully-furnished and equipped.
Sleeps 6/8, 2 bathrooms, central airconditioning. Short-term rentals available. Contact Ralph: (054)429-1455/6,
(09)749-3399, Not Shabbat.
B & B in Centre of Ra’anana Double
Room + own bathroom in lovely apartment. Tel: (077)210-3230, (052)6765517. annhlevin@hotmail.com
Accommodation to let in Ra’anana:
3-roomed holiday apartment, furnished,
including use of gym and pool, short or
long term. (050)792-4473.
Ex-South African, specializing in holiday apartments throughout Israel - special discount for South Africans - website
www.holidayapartments.co.il - telephone
(09)7727163 or (054)7844818

Antique Clock Repairs
Antique Clock Repairs: I repair and
make new parts for your old or antique
clock. I am a specialist in this field!
Countrywide Service. I also buy and sell
classic and unique clocks. Susan (09)7729222, (052)243-0040.

Catering
Fonda’s Catering catering for all occasions. Offering certified Kosher catering
f ro m Fo n d a’s a t
Meatland for all your
catering needs from
Britot to Weddings.
For further information, contact Nicky
052-8488678.

Computer

Joffe-Jankelowitz
Insurance Services

Specializing in all branches of Insurance
Elementary:
Car, House, Business & Travel
Private Health:
Health Insurance & Frail Care (Siudi)
Life:
Life Insurance, Pension Funds, Kupot Gemel & Keren Hishtalmut

Mark: mark@egoz-insu.co.il; Harold: harold@egoz-insu.co.il
Tel: 03-9292791/3/4 Fax: 03-9292733

Israel’s PC doctor,
complete PC, Network, & Internet
Support – House calls day or night;
Expertly solving all computer problems; repairs, sales, upgrades & instruction, Microsoft & CompTIA Certified;
21 years experience. Free consultations
& advice. Remote & Onsite Support.
References available–see website. Contact
Beau: (054)772-6239, beau1@techie.com;
www.israelpcdoctor.com

Counselling

Improve relationships - marital, family
and individual counselling. Trauma debriefing. Loss and grief work. Building selfesteem and teaching social and problemsolving skills for teens. Jackie Galgut (054)
9762513. (Counselling social worker)

Electrician
Shimon’s Services - For all your electrical and household appliances: repairs,
instillation and maintenance, in Modiin,
Jerusalem, Beit Shemesh and the Sharon
Areas. For friendly and reliable service call
Shimon Zack, (054)245-6448 (052)2953717, (08)970-7194. Not Shabbat.

Handyman
Your handyman for all your home maintenance requirements in the Sharon Area:
•Painting •Plumbing •Electrical •Carpentry
•Fencing •General Repairs •Pergolas. For a
free quotation, call Craig (052)867-5235

What you do is your business. If you want people to know about it,
its OUR business.
Why not take a Classified Advert? For only NIS 200 you will reach the entire Southern African community in Israel.
If you take a contract for four issues, you will receive a 15% discount. on the package. Please contact David Kaplan at
09-7672404, 050-7432361 or email: hildav@netvision.net.il

40

HANDYMAN - for all your home maintenance & general repairs. Basic electrical,
plumbing, painting & carpentry, trissim
(shutters), dud Shemesh, shelves & assem-

ble of cupboards. Call Ami 052-3367449
052-3369924

Seeking Persons
Seeking Elizabeth Hewitt Har-El from
Durban, South Africa, who emigrated to
Israel in 1969. Please contact Sol Brivik
now residing in Florida, USA with reference to very important matter regarding
my estate. Kindly email me urgently (cbrivik@aol.com)

Sewing Machines
Repairs on all makes of sewing machines
and overlockers. Big discounts on new machine prices. Trade-ins accepted. Used machines bought and sold. Free advice and
help gladly given. Jock Kahn (09) 7741568,
(052)4672113

Stamps

Interested in buying collections mainly of British Empire from 1870-1952.

Also have a great variety of stamps from
many countries for sale. Contact: Jackie
Tel:052-5254587

We Want

Any China, household goods, tableware, silver plate, glassware, bric-a-brac or small furniture that you can live without? Or moving
house? We’ll make you an offer you can live
with. Call Sol or Lorraine, Gallery Lauren,
83 Sokolov Street, Ramat Hasharon. Tel.
(03)540-9481.

