
GAM ATA YACHOL!
Israeli Law Degree  

for English Speakers
The College of Law and Business is proud 
to offer an Israeli Law Degree (LL.B.) 
with a wide selection of courses taught 
in English, academic mentorship, and a 
variety of study abroad opportunities.
Apply now and start building your global 
career today. 
For information & registration: 
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For informative article on our program visit the Telfed Website www.telfed.org.il/clb_1
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Listen to your Bus Driver

While many nations in the Middle 
East are imploding into civil 

strife with their people tearing at each 
other in graphic orgies of massacre 
and mayhem - virtually ignored by 
the world media - the people of Israel 
have gelled together in a powerful 
bond of endearing unity. The daily 
outpouring of concern and support 
has sent a message to the world, to 
homicidal Hamas and above all, to 
the People of Israel.  

Confronting dark forces striking 
from the sky and beneath the earth’s 
crust from tunnels, Israel today is 
united as never before. As one com-
mentator quipped: 

“Normally, with two Israelis you have 
three ideas. Today, it is more like with 
three Israelis you have one idea.” That 
is what Hamas’ monstrous assault has 
achieved, galvanising the nation into 
one family - defiant, resolute, united 
and caring. “Call them now,” bellows 
the bus driver, like a substitute father. 

From Day One of the war, Telfed 
was calling members of its commu-
nity under fire; arranging safe ac-
commodation for those requiring 
it; connecting with ‘Lone Soldiers’; 
holding communal gatherings as well 
as collecting, packing and transport-
ing packages of much needed provi-
sions to children and soldiers in the 
south. (See report page 4)

However, the bus driver touched on 
another issue. The son from the bat-
tlefield could as easily have asked his 
parents how they were faring in “the 
battlefront” in light of the pandem-
ic outbreak of global anti-Semitism.  

Jews have been murdered in Belgium; 
synagogues in Europe have been fire-
bombed; in France, Germany, the 
Netherlands and Italy hate-mobs 
have chanted “Death to the Jews”, 
and Swastikas across the globe are 
emblazoned on Jewish institutions 
and cemeteries. Even the Jewish dead 
are not safe! 
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It is all very well 
for some of the 
world’s politicians 
to condemn this 
anti-Semitic violence, but why are 
they not addressing the lies that feed 
this violence? The biggest revelation 
about the Gazan war was not un-
earthing the tunnels but the under-
lying hatred the world has for Israel 
and Jews.

In South Africa, there have been mass 
marches against Israel not seen since 
the end of Apartheid. COSATU’s Tony 
Ehrenreich, has accused the SAJBD 
of being “complicit in the murder 
of the people in Gaza” and called on 
“the South African population to tar-
get it for revenge attacks whenever 
a woman or child in Gaza has been 
killed.” Targeting Jews, the SAJBOD 
has instituted criminal proceedings.

Following the SRC at UCT recent-
ly adopting a resolution pushing for 
Boycott, Sanctions, and Disinvestment 
(BDS) against Israel, Jewish students 
“are fearing they are in for a nightmar-
ish period,” expressed Carla Frumer, 
SAUJS National Zionist officer and 
treasurer for SAUJS in Cape Town. 
The UCT resolution followed Britain’s 
National Student Union executive 
council which voted on a proposal 
pushing the country’s student un-
ions to adopt BDS measures.

So when the young soldier spoke to 
his parents, he could just have eas-
ily added, “Mom, Dad, I’m okay. 
It’s safer here. Israel welcomes you, 
and who knows, there may well be a 
Telfed apartment, if it has not been 
snapped up.” (See cover story).

David Kaplan Editor
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A soldier on a weekend pass from the Gazan battlefront boards a bus. The bus driver asks him: 
“Have you phoned your parents?”  “No, flat battery” 
The bus driver hands him his cell-phone and tells him: “Call them.”
“But they live in Cape Town!”   “Did I ask you where they lived? CALL THEM - NOW.”

P RASWorthyP RAS 
P r ess i n g 
A h ea d

120 students in 
Israel will  be 

par ticipating in 
Telfed’s PRAS 

programme
“I feel privileged 
to be receiving a 

Telfed PRAS bursar y  
not only because it 
is helping me to pay off my tuition fees but also asdf it  furnishes me the oppor tunity to give back to the 

Southern African community  - a community that has given me so much,” - 2014 PRAS student.
Families or students wishing to take par t in Telfed’s flagship community & bursar y programme, please 

visit us at the Telfed website for more information and application forms: www.telfed.org.il
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At the start of the war with Hamas 
(Operation Protective Edge/

איתן -Telfed’s staff and volun ,(צוק 
teers began call-
ing members of 
the community in 
the south. It did 
not take long for 
the callers to ex-
pand their radius 

of outreach following the trajectory 
of the rockets. “Soon we were phon-
ing people in the centre of the coun-
try and then north of our Ra’anana 
office,” lamented Netta Steiner, head 
of Telfed’s Volunteer Division. 

Protective Edge, “Telfed 
discovered that when calling 
the ‘hotline’ of the Home 
Command (104), the in-
structions were given only 
in Hebrew,” said Telfed CEO 
Dorron Kline. “English- 
speaking callers did not know 
which extension to request 
in order to reach an English 
speaking operator.” Owing 
to the direct intervention by 
Telfed, the Home Command 
added an English translation 
to the opening instructions 
on the hotline.

Home away from Home
Telfed’s C.O.O. Nava Lapid 

launched a “Host and Post” 
initiative on its website where 
Southern Africans in ‘safe’ 
areas, offered to host fellow 
Southern Africans from the 
south. “The response was 
fantastic,” says Nava. Close 
to fifty people offered home 
hospitality.

Our Soldiers – Our Sons
Telfed Chairman Dave 

Bloom addressed a letter to 
the SA community in Israel 
expressing that “every loss of 
a soldier for us is like losing a 

The Show must go On
 Despite the reign of rockets on 

urban areas, Telfed organized three 
“mix and mingle’ events; two for 
the residents of its apartment com-
plexes - Amishav St. in Tel Aviv and 
Schwartz St. in Ra’anana; and one 
in Rishon LeZion.

“In Amishav we had over 30 resi-
dents attending including children,” 
said Telfed CEO Dorron Kline who 
was joined by Telfed staff members 
Dana Levy Tavor (PRAS bursa-
ry Programme) and Louise Geva 
(Social Worker). 

In Ra’anana, “Our gathering in-

cluded special activities for the young 
kids,” said Netta Steiner, head of 
volunteerism at Telfed. 

Kids Stuff
While kids in the south felt ‘boxed’ 

in, Telfed initiated a project head-
ed by former South African Ilana 
Bank to create Gift Boxes for chil-
dren ‘entrenched’ in bomb shelters 
“The aim with our “A Spoonful of 
Hope” project,” said Ilana, “was to 
offer these children something to 
smile about.” The brightly decorat-
ed boxes - “the brighter the better” 
– were filled with toys and sweets.

Hot Stuff
At the beginning of Operation 

Telfed Responds

continued on page 7

Chairman’s Report

Turbulent Tim es

Strong Message. With Tel Aviv under rocket attack, a 
Telfed gathering at Amishav. (l-r)  PRAS students Eitan 
Cohen & Yoav Yshaya, Dorron Kline, Nina Rappapor t, 
Ido Gordon (Telfed regional volunteer)
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Bringing Joy. Telfed staff preparing boxes with sweets 
and toys for children under fire in the South.

It is hard to believe that since our last 
magazine so much has happened at Telfed 
and of course in Israel. As I write this re-
port yet another (I lost count) cease-
fire with Hamas is in place and talks are 
being held in Cairo.

Israel certainly faces a cruel and ruthless adversary and 
the challenge to the IDF’s ethics and morality has been test-
ed to the limit. Our hearts and prayers go out to the fami-
lies of the 64 soldiers who have died in defense of our coun-
try and we wish the wounded a full and speedy recovery. 
We are of course enormously grateful for the Iron Dome an-
ti-missile protection system but it is in the resilience of our 
people (חוסן הלאומי) that we can all be proud of. We con-
tinue to seek and pray for a long-term solution that will re-
solve these endless rounds of conflict with those that seek 
our destruction.

 For the many Southern Africans living in Kibbutzim, 
Moshavim and towns near Gaza – it would be an under-
statement to say that life has not been easy at all.  You will 
read in this magazine about Telfed’s various activities dur-
ing the Protective Edge campaign. One thing we learned 
from this exercise is that people do appreciate the gestures 
of support and being in touch with Telfed in the spirit of כל 
ישראל ערבים זה לזה

I do urge you all to make sure your contact details are up-
to-date at Telfed so that we can be “there for you” if and 
when it is necessary.

Besides the above, Telfed has been busy pursuing what we 
now call Phase Two of our Telfed on the Move program. The 
first part involved an in-depth analysis by staff and volunteers 
of Telfed’s current and future challenges, and how it needed to 
adapt itself accordingly. A number of spin-offs resulted from 
that first stage and I am proud to say that new initiatives such 
as our Volunteer Division, our Resource Development Divison 
(fund raising) have really helped to inject a new energy into 
the organization and bring meaningful results.

My passionate call to our community is for each and eve-
ryone that has been touched by Telfed in the past or remains 
true to the ideals of Zionism - perhaps a Telfed scholarship 
that set you on your career path, a PRAS mentor that helped 
your child learn Hebrew, advice on handling Israel’s bureau-
cracy, a subsidized apartment, advice on finding a job or even 
a simple welcome at the airport or in your new home – con-
sider that the time has come for PAY FORWARD.

Consider volunteering a few hours a month to Telfed in what-
ever capacity you feel is appropriate and help OTHERS who 
may be less fortunate than you or have just arrived as new 
olim from Southern Africa and need help in finding their feet.

We are also looking for volunteers who are prepared to take 
on lay leadership responsibilities at Telfed and guide the or-
ganization forward. Call Telfed now ! You will find the volun-
tary work fulfilling – I can personally vouch for it.

Your community needs YOU !!

Dave Bloom
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member of one’s family. The attend-
ance at some of the funerals, par-
ticularly for lone soldiers, has been 
heart-warming and expresses the sol-
idarity and strength of the general 
population.” Throughout the War, 
Telfed staffer Susan Sharon was in 
contact with Southern African ‘lone 
soldiers’. In the IDF, a lone soldier 
(Hayal Boded) is defined as a ser-
viceman or woman without par-
ents in Israel.

As a practical expression of sup-
port for the soldiers, Telfed estab-
lished a special bursary fund that 
will provide additional study bur-
saries for those who participated in 
Operation Protective Edge.

Regional Response
Owing to the cancelation of sum-

mer camps in Ashkelon following 
constant rocket attacks, the Telfed 
Ashkelon Regional Committee, 
in partnership with other commu-
nity organisations, organised activi-
ties for the children inside the city’s 
bomb shelters.

In Kfar Saba, the Southern African 
community participated in collect-
ing required items for the soldiers 
that were collected at depots and 
then trucked to army bases in the 
south. “Over and above this,” said 

Hilary Kaplan, “We sent 
out emails and called mem-
bers of our community 
to go down to the malls 
where people from the 
south had set up stalls to 
sell their produce. In 
this way we helped 
them bring in some 
income.” On a light-
er note, the grapes 

she bought and the 
family ate on Shabbat, 
“were the sweetest I had 
ever tasted.”

The night before Southern 
Africans in Jerusalem decid-
ed to head to Dimona for a 
Shabbat, the IDF began its ground 
assault. “We had a re-think! Were we 
being irresponsible? After much de-
liberation, we felt if there was ever 
a time it was important to go and 
support our brothers and sisters, it 
was then,” expressed Daniel Winer, 
who organised the visit with Telfed’s 
Jerusalem Regional Head Roy Scher 
and Telfed’s Netta Steiner. The group 
spent the afternoon engaging resi-
dents at an assisted-living facility, and 

then split up into two groups 
“and had our Friday night supper 
with local families.” With rockets 
reining over Dimona the next day, 
“we were unable to hand out sweets 
and chocolates to families and chil-
dren playing in the park as planned. 
Families stayed indoors.”

War of Words
The Truth be Told (TbT) com-

mittee, comprised of mainly for-
mer Southern Africans, visited the 
Hamal (Situation Room) at the IDC 
Herzliya where they learnt firsthand 

how over 500 students were volun-
teering around the clock. Operating 
in many languages with students from 
all over the world, “we are getting 
Israel’s message across and correcting 
the lies and distortions of Hamas,” 
said Chen Pinchevskey. Chen is 
the granddaughter of the late Cyril 
Fine, a noted mohel in the commu-
nity. “We established how we could 
cooperate not only during the war 
but afterwards,” said TbT commit-

Defiant Dana. The face and voice 
of Dana Bar-On from Kibbutz 
Nir-Am reached out globally on 
You-Tube on life under fire.

continued on next page

tee member Harris Green, who is 
also Telfed’s treasurer. “The War of 
Words which TbT is engaged in will 
not end when the last bullet is fired 
in this war,” he said. 

Tunnel Terror
The situation of the residents liv-

ing ‘under fire’ was best expressed by 
27 Dana Bar-On from Kibbutz Nir 
Am in a video interview that went 

viral on You-Tube. Nir Am is situ-
ated directly on the northern bor-
der of the Gaza strip, just west of 
S’derot. Dana is a Telfed scholarship 
recipient and her mother Marcelle 
is South African.

Since she was a child, Dana has run 
into bomb shelters and relates how 
in the ‘early’ days “when we did not 
have safety rooms, I used to cover 
my brother and sister with my own 
body. Forty alarms a day was not 
uncommon and we used to some-
times drive somewhere to catch a 

few hours sleep and then 
return home. That was 
our daily routine. Then 
we received our own safe-
ty rooms and while we 
are supposed to have 15 
seconds to reach safety, 
it often ends up five sec-
onds to the time we hear 

the thud of a fallen bomb.” Even so, 
the situation “had improved”...until 
the current conflict introduced an 
entirely new terror – tunnels!

Dana relates that fateful moment 
while sitting in the safety room fol-
lowing a Code Red Alarm, her father 
revealed how earlier that morning a 
group of terrorists, wearing Israeli 
army uniforms, emerged from a tun-
nel “on our kibbutz” and killed four 

Israeli soldiers.  A spot pop-
ular for picnics, people come 
from all over Israel because 
of the beautify wild flowers 
“and this is where terrorists 
came out of a hole in the 
ground looking to kill or 
kidnap us.” 

This new murderous 
manifestation dramati-
cally changed the lives 
of the residents in com-

munities near the border with 
the Gaza Strip. Many left their 
homes in fear not only of the 
incessant rocket attacks but the 
threat of terror tunnels.

Tearfully, Dana relates how 
while walking around her kib-
butz “listening to music through 
my headphones and then I sud-
denly stopped and thought, 
“Oh my god they could be 
right under me now or inside 
my house!”

She concludes the interview lament-
ing how Israel was being portrayed in 
the world media as a “heartless mon-
ster” and appealing for understand-
ing: “If you live in New York and 
rockets were reigning over you or in 
London or Paris and terrorists came 
out of tunnels in your back yards to 
murder you and your families, I ask 
you:  What would you expect your 
government to do about it?”

Solidarity Tour 
Meeting with members of the IUA 

Johannesburg solidarity mission was 
Telfed’s CEO, Dorron Kline as well 
members of Tikvot, an inspiration-
al organisation founded by former 
South Africans that rehabilitates 
wounded soldiers and victims of ter-
ror through sport.

Pedaling a better Future
When the dust settles and hopeful-

ly calm is resorted, an off-road bike 
ride is being planned for November 
in solidarity with our southern com-
munities. Telfed will be supporting 
‘ActionIsrael’, an organization started 
by former Rhodesian/Zimbabwean, 

Kfar Saba

Shopping for the South.  South Africans 
Hilar y Kaplan and Jodi Reichenberg (l-r) 
buying merchandise at the Kibbutz Sde 
Boker table at Kfar Saba shopping mall

Supporting our Soldiers .  Norman 
Barron offering his pharmacy in Kfar Saba 

as a depot for collecting items for our 
soldiers at war.

Media War Raging.
 TbT members Harris 

Green (l) and Maurice 
Ostroff at IDC Herzliya’s  

24-hour Hamal.  
(Situation Room)

‘Bikes for Kids under Fire’. Bike club for 
children on kibbutz Kfar Aza. Project founder, 

Herzl Melmed (3rd from the left).  Telfed’s 
ISRENTCO Chairman, Joe Hallis (right).

The Young & The Thoughtful. Netta Steiner, head of volunteerism 
at Telfed, is seen here assisting Ra’anana kids preparing messages for 

children their own age sitting in safety rooms in the south.

Down in Dimona  After spending the afternoon engaging with 
residents of an assistance living complex in Dimona, a group of South 

Africans from Jerusalem handed out sweets. Seen here  amongst 
the residents are Dovi Brom (2nd left),  Eiran Gordon (3rd left),  Josh 

Benjamin (4th left) and Tali  Raichlin (right).
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Honouring Our Heroes
An initiative by Telfed, World 

Machal recently honoured Stanley 
Medicks (z’l) who passed away in 
2013 by adding the Stanley Medicks 
Machal Room to the Michael Levin 
Centre for Lone Soldiers in Tel Aviv.  
The room’s wall panels visually nar-
rate the story of Machal from Aliyah 
Bet (1946-48), through to the War 
of Independence 

(1948-49), the Sinai Campaign in 
1956, the 6-Day War in 1967, the 
Yom Kippur War in 1973, the first 
Lebanon War in 1982, and right up 
to the present day.

The opening was attended by Lone 
Soldiers, Stanley Medicks’ family, 
Machalniks and representatives of 
Telfed who initiated the project to-
gether with Machal. In her address, 
Elana Overs expressed how proud her 
father would be of his name associ-

Focus on Telfed
ated with this centre, “that offers 
Lone Soldiers a base during their 
free time, with guidance, moral 
support and company.”

This exhibit will be a permanent 
fixture at the Tel Aviv Centre.  

Stanley, who was Chairman of 
Machal in Britain, Europe and 
Scandinavia and the “Abba” (father) 
of the Machal Memorial at Sha’ar 
Hagai “was a mensch,” says World 
Machal Chairman Smoky Simon. 
Arriving from Kenya, “Stanley joined 
up with a batch of South African vol-
unteers in August 1948 and was post-
ed to the 72nd Infantry Battalion of 
the 7th Brigade where he participat-
ed in ‘Operation Hiram’ which liber-
ated the Upper and Lower Galilees.”

A ‘Medicks’ by any other Name
At a 2004 Telfed Tribute to Machal 

at Beth Protea, Stanley related that 
even in the heat of battle there is hu-
mour. During the Battle of Tamra 
which opened up the campaign to 
the North, “I was the commander of 
No.1 platoon scaling a hill. Suddenly 
I hear shouting, “Medicks, Medicks!” 
I immediately handed over command 
and said, “Something has happened 
and they need me”. And through a 
hail of bullets from the Jordanians, 
I dashed to the top of the hill and 
was met by: 

“Where the bloody hell are the 
stretcher bearers?” •

Befriending Our “Lone 
Soldiers”

Every year there are between 
35-50 ‘lone soldiers’ from Southern 
Africa volunteering in the Israeli 
army. For many of these idealistic 
young men and women, army ser-
vice is the first step of their Aliyah.

“Telfed keeps a protective eye on our 
Southern African ‘lone soldiers’ and 

Susan Sharon, our Klitah Counselor, 
together with Telfed office volunteers 
are in regular contact with them to 
make sure that they are all okay,” re-
ports Telfed CEO Dorron Kline.

“One of our projects is to provide 
each lone soldier with a “Basket of 
Appreciation” before the Chagim 
packed with shopping vouchers and 
some small ‘luxuries’. This year we 
also organized at the Michael Levin 
Centre for Lone Soldiers a Friday 
night supper plus a pre-Pesach lunch-
eon which included the Lone Soldiers 
from Australia who also now fall 
under Telfed’s care.” Both functions 
were organized by Telfed volunteers 
Rozanne Laufert and Beryl Schmidt 
together with Susan.

Telfed’s Lone Soldier project shows 
“how much we value their contribu-
tion. No “lone soldier” should feel 
alone in Israel!” •

Good feelings from Good 
Deeds Day!

The Ra’anana Women’s Circle -  a 
joint Telfed and Jewish Agency pro-
ject - marked ‘Good Deeds Day’ with 
a festive breakfast for the staff of the 
Oncology Outpatient Department at 
Meir Hospital. “Our aim was to show 
our appreciation for the staff treat-
ing patients receiving chemotherapy,” 
said Gabey Gordon, a co-coordina-
tor of the Women’s Circle.  •

A Ra’anana Run Around
In keeping with its “On the Move” 

programme, Telfed staff and volun-
teers manned a booth at the 25th an-
nual Ra’anana Run cheering on the 
runners - a number of whom were 
South African olim soldiers who ran 
with their units - with a wave, smile 
and offering cups of cold water. 

“It was inspiring to see those with 
special physical needs riding their es-
pecially adapted tricycles,” expressed 
Telfed volunteer Sharon Lines, who, 
with her daughter Stacey were kept 
busy “and wet” from the spilt water.

Telfed volunteers at the booth 
included grandchildren of South 
African Olim, veteran Olim such as 
Myron Galgut and recent olim like 
Ingrid Hurwitz, a resident in Telfed’s 
Ra’anana apartment complex.

The Ra’anana municipality was par-
ticularly thankful for the extra man-
power provided by Telfed. •

All Fired Up
Over 100 animated local residents 

from the Southern African commu-
nity staked their shady patch on the 
lush lawns of Kibbutz Tzora for the 
8th annual ‘Chol Ha’Moed Telfed Beit 
Shemesh Braai’. Sweetly welcoming 
all with a ‘personal touch;’ was event 
organizer David Hyde, who wandered 
amongst the crowd offering his home-
made Kasher Le’Pesach Taigelach. 

Dr. Hertzl Melmed now living in the 
USA who has been raising money to 
sponsor bike clubs in the north west-
ern Negev. The aim of the project - 
‘Bikes for Kids Under Fire’ - is to pro-
vide children in the area close to Gaza 
opportunities to ride bikes. Playing 
outside was ‘a risky business’ and cy-
cling for youngsters was discouraged.

This was unacceptable for Herzl. 
“What child does not like to cycle? 
And yet, for these kids, an activity 
normal for kids elsewhere in Israel 
was denied! Despite the concerns of 
missile attacks, we wanted them to 
live like kids.”

A guide from the region is organ-
ising the solidarity bike ride and 
will speak in English along the way 
about life in the area – the geogra-
phy, history, its beauty and its poten-
tial. Participants will also visit one of 
the bike clubs and meets the young 
cyclists. Anyone interested in partic-
ipating, contact David Kaplan 050-
7432361 or Telfed Representative 
Gordon Bloch 054-3g166168. •

From Truth Untold,            
To Truth Unfold

It was a revealing evening at Telfed 
exposing the foreign media at its 
worst - an insight how effortless-
ly global coverage distorts the truth 
against the IDF.

Not enough for our fine soldiers to 
lose their lives but to then lose their 
reputations being branded “war crim-
inals” was too much for one fine sur-
vivor of Jenin - Jonathan Van Caspel 
- an Israeli paratrooper who lost 23 
of his friends in Operation Defensive 
Shield in 2002 following the Park 
Hotel Massacre.

His disturbing journey - which in-
cluded one arrogant British woman 

journalist who even refused to be 
in the same room as him, “Are you 
an Israeli; are you a Jew, get out of 
this room” - is finely documented 
in the film “Jenin – Massacring 
the Truth”. 

Following the film’s showing - 
organized by Dr. Les Glassman 
representing Wits Alumni in 
Israel - the gathering was ad-
dressed by Joel Shoot, an at-
torney from Johannesburg, who 
successfully filed a libel suit against 
The Star for reporting that the IDF 
had perpetrated a massacre in Jenin. 
Joel’s single-handed tenacity paid off 
and The Star retracted its false re-
portage and apologised.

It’s a film that should be seen by 
many all over the world.

As Van Caspel so poignantly points 
out, “The only massacre that took 
place at Jenin was the truth. •

Refreshment for Ra’anana Runners. Ser vice 
with a smile are Telfed volunteers manning a 
booth.

Revealing the Truth.  At the movie showing 
at Telfed in Ra’anana are (l-r) Pam Peled, 

Dorron Kline, Dr. Les Glassman and Joel Shoot.

Stan’s the Man. Seen here at the opening of the Stanley 
Medicks Machal Room at Center for Lone Soldiers is Stan’s 

daughter Elana Overs, Dorron Kline and Dave Bloom.

The Face of Telfed. Youngsters at the annual 
Beit Shemesh Telfed ‘braai’ on kibbutz Tzora.

continued on next page

Sending Strong 
Message. :  Telfed 
CEO Dorron Kline 
(centre) with the 
South African 
Solidarity Mission 
in Israel
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Johannesburg
Bersiks, Melanie
Dabush, Talia
Druckman, Yael
Fineberg, Grant
Goldberg, Jayson
Goldberg, Leanne ( Leah )
Goldberg, Phyllis, Lawrence
Groen, Shoshana
Herz, Leopold and Naomi
Hornsby, Michal
Klass, Shawn
Levy, Amir and Stacey , Shalhevet, Netaniel, 
        Tamar, Miriam, Tziona
Levy,  Joshua
Menesi Mayra, Michael, Eden, Eitan
Ovadia, Tali
Parker, Ronald
Propheta, Danielle
Raichlin, Talia
Schamroth Nilli
Sidi, Segal
Silber, Brianne
Silverstone, Barnett and Daphne
Weiner, Justine

Cape Town
Binder, Ryan
Maresky, Cynthia
Spilg, Harold
Spilkin, Lorien

Bloemfontein, 
Raisin, Michael

N ew Arrivals

and people tried to dissuade him 
from holding a gala performance of 
the IPO in Jerusalem. “Are you crazy 

- No one will come?” Not 
only did they come, “but 
there was such a demand 
for tickets that as a fund-

raiser it broke my heart to turn people 
and their money away.”  The iconic 
image in the press the next morn-
ing was of Sol presenting conductor 
Zubin Mehta on stage with a gas-
mask, “just in case.”

In the presence of Sol’s daughters, 
Ziona and Debbie, sons-in-law and 
grandchildren, Telfed honoured his 

memory by asking the family to pre-
sent the bursaries. Prof. Bernard Lerer 
had spoken movingly of his father-
in-law “who met every Zionist leader 
from Ben Gurion to Ezer Weitzman.” 

Accepting their bursaries, the stu-
dents spoke of their voluntary work 
encapsulating the Sol Liebgott leg-
acy. “My father devoted his life to 
education in South Africa and Israel 
and was a deeply committed work-
er for community causes,” expressed 
Ziona Lerer. 

Telfed-Herzlia School Bursary
Amongst the recipients was a 2012 

graduate of Herzlia School Cape 
Town, who received a newly created 
scholarship for a year’s study in Israel. 
How did this come about?

Former Herzlian Max Moss takes 
up the story: “When over 350 for-
mer students gathered in 2012 for 
the 70th Herzlia Shool reunion at 
Kibbutz Givat Chaim, there was 
this overwhelming collective senti-
ment to find a way to permanently 
honour our school. A seed was plant-
ed which within hours  germinated 

elling to the scene of the emergen-
cy, saving precious time. 

During the moving ceremony at 
Telfed in Ra’anana the new vehicle 
was proudly unveiled. Attended by 
members of Shaun’s family, repre-
sentatives of Telfed addressed the 
gathering as did personnel from 
Hatzolah who explained the life-
saving work that Hatzolah does and 
thanked those present for assisting 
in their efforts. •

All Very Scholarly
Telfed awards some 400 bursaries 

every year. Behind the recipients of 
these bursaries and in whose honour 
they were created, lie fascinating tales 
that form an integral part of Southern 
African Zionism. On the 3rd March, 
in its boardroom in Ra’anana Telfed 
awarded bursaries in the name of 
Sol Liebgott z”l and 
one honouring Cape 
Town’s Herzlia School 
– “the man and the in-
stitution, both icon-
ic symbols of support 
for Israel,” expressed 
Te l fed  Chai rman 
Dave Bloom.

Telfed-Sol Liebgott 
Bursaries

A pivotal figure in 
the South African 
Jewish community, 
Sol Liebgott who passed away in 
2011, had been President of the 
Mizrachi Movement, founder of the 
Yeshiva College and Chairman of the 
SAZF (1969 - 1972).

Following his Aliyah in 1972, Sol 
remained active in public life, nota-
bly the driving force in the Friends 
of the Hebrew University. Who can 
forget the fundraising event he or-
ganized during the Gulf War of 1991 
when Scuds were falling over Israel, continued on page 12

Not too far from where David took on Goliath, 
Telfed’s CEO, Dorron Kline accepted the chal-
lenge to a ‘rolly-poly’ wrestling match from 
Tzora resident and Pesach Braai coordinator, 
Howie Gordon. “Home turf advantage,” is 
how Dorron described his swift “despatch” by 
the kibbutznik’s head-on charge. 

For the kids there was Face Painting, Jumping 
Castles, sports and a petting zoo, while adults 
enjoyed a tour of the famed Tzora Winery 
who sponsored a bottle of wine for the raffle. 
“A special thank you Anglo Capital Limited, 
Best Market and Egert and Cohen Insurance 
whose support made this braai possible,” says 
organizer David.•

Honouring Shaun
In January 2013 the Jewish community in 

South Africa was deeply shocked when Shaun 

Lipshitz, a young father and a volunteer with 
CSO (Community Security Organisation) was 
gunned down in Johannesburg while defend-
ing his family from intruders. 

Honouring his memory, friends and family 
around the world  raised funds for a project 
in Israel that would perpetuate his legacy and 
in May, Telfed was proud to host the hand-
ing over of an Ambucycle to United Hatzolah 
- one of Israel’s primary emergency response 
organizations.

An “Ambucycle” is a motorcycle equipped with 
lifesaving equipment, operated by trained med-
ical response volunteers. It enables emergency 
responders to by-pass heavy traffic while trav-

Nadav Blackman 
(Johannesburg)

RE/MAX agent, Haifa
052-277-8188

1-800-211-311 ext. 5www.remax.co.il

Thanks to the RE/MAX Real Estate School,

I made

   NIS 25,870  in one month
You too can sign up!

Tali 
Ovadia

Sigal Sidi 
with Ilai 
and Liam

Gladys 
Brinkhuis

Naomi 
Herz and 

Michael 
Rasin

Philip and 
Annette Haas

Two Wheel Lifesaver. The unveiling at 
Telfed of an Ambuc ycle.

Receiving the first Herzlia 
School-Telfed Scholarship 

from former pupil Max 
Moss is Liat Nathan who 
will  be studying at the 

IDC Herzliya. Recipients of the Telfed-Sol Liebgott 
bursaries are seen here with 

Batya Schmukler (3nd left),  Vice 
Chairperson of Telfed.

Cynthia
Maresky

below: Ronald 
Parker and 

Talia Raichlin
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Noticeboard

Good news!!
Now you can pay for 

your Telfed Magazine 
subscription via the well-
known and trusted online 

payment system PayPal. You 
can pay by regular credit 

card (Visa, Mastercard, 
Amex) or via your Paypal 
account. It is simple, quick 

and secure – go to  telfed.org.
il/donor for details.

Telfed welcomes jobs for 
Southern Africans

We have many Southern Africans 
looking for work

in a myriad of fields, from 
accountants to zoo keepers

and everything in between!

Please be in contact with Employment 
Advisor Sharon Bernstein

if you can offer work to a fellow Southern 
African:

sharon@telfed.org.il or 

phone (09)7907 801

Telfed’s own 
on-line magazine

www.telfed.org.il
Sign up for the bi-monthly Telfed 

email newsletter and visit the 
exciting Telfed Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/telfed

TELFED is seeking a part-time

 Administrative Assistant
 to record and process the organization’s 

day-to-day financial transactions. 
Responsibilities include recording and 
processing donations, preparation of 

receipts and thank you letters to donors. 
Managing the distribution of the Telfed 

magazine. 

Skills needed include: Fluent English, 
basic Hebrew, advanced computer literacy 

-  particularly Excel, Word and MS Office, 
experience using Salesforce and/or SAP 

(strong advantage). 

Candidates who are quick learners, 
detail oriented, systematic, organized 
and thorough are invited to send a CV 
plus cover letter in English to: dorron@

telfed.org.il  (The position is based in our 
offices in Raanana, 15 hours per week). 

SAVE THE DATE!!
DId you start your Aliyah at 

Ben Yehuda Absorption Center
 in Netanya during the year 1979?

Would you like to meet up and share 
experiences with fellow olim and old 

acquaintances? 

We are arranging a reunion that will take 
place at a private home in Ra’anana on 

Thursday evening, 18th September, 2014. 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO ATTEND.

KINDLY RSVP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO:

EMAIL: bernros100@gmail.com; 

or jackshul@yahoo.com

Telfed is pleased to be 
cooperating with

MICHAL MERTEN

who specializes in

Career Transition, 
Personal Branding and 

Career Management and 
Leverage

Through Telfed, new olim 
in their first year in Israel 

are offered a meeting with 
Michal at Telfed’s expense.

Please contact Sharon 
09 – 7907 801 for more 

information,

or write to: 

sharon@telfed.org.il

into the idea of establishing a fund 
to offer scholarships to Herzliya grad-
uates to study in Israel.”  The con-
cept appealed to Telfed who offered 
to partner the Alumni to establish a 
joint bursary.

“Growing up in Cape Town in those 
years was dominated by the three ‘H’s’ 
- “Home, Herzlia and Habonim,” 
said former pupil and principal of the 
school Solly Kaplinsky. Solly spoke 
for all when he said that “awarding a 
scholarship to a Herzlia graduate to 
study in Israel, celebrates our feelings 
about the past and expresses our ideo-
logical inclinations about the future.”

Receiving that first bursary was Liat 
Nathan who will be studying at the 
IDC Herzliya.

If you would like to contribute to 
the “Telfed-Herzlia Bursary Fund”, 
please contact Nikki on nikki@tel-
fed.org.il or phone 09-790-7819. •

Readying for the 
Ukrainians

Members of Telfed  staff and 

Executive participated in the Jewish 
Agency Board of Governors (BOG) 
gathering, held last week in Jerusalem.

Telfed’s CEO, Dorron Kline, 
addressed the “Aliyah and Rescue 
Committee”, headed by the incoming 
Chairman of the Australian Zionist 
Federation, Dr. Danny Lamm. 
During the discussion on the prop-

er preparation needed for a potential 
mass Aliyah of the 200,000 Jews liv-
ing in the Ukraine, Dorron remind-
ed the committee of Telfed’s strate-
gic role in the absorption of the first 
wave of mass Aliyah from the former 
Soviet Union in the early 1990’s. 

“In cooperation with the Ministry 
of Absorption and Jewish Agency, 
Telfed rented 500 apartments on the 
open market, in 12 different cities. 
The apartments were sub-let to new 
Southern African Olim and to the new 
Olim from the former USSR. Thus 
began the project of direct absorption 
of the Russian Olim. This successful 
Klitah model can be repeated for the 
expected wave of Ukrainian Olim,” Krainstorming .  Preparing for a mass Ukrainian 

Aliyah, Telfed exper tise is sought by JAFI, whose head, 
Natan Sharansky is seen here (centre) with Dorron 
Kline (l) and Solly Sacks, Telfed Executive member.

Time Out for Telfed

Israel’s ‘Number 1’ olim organization 
team - the Telfed Staff  - are seen here 

recently on their well-earned annual staff 
day trip at the new Number 1 spot in the 

city – Sarona.  They heard that when these 
German settlers arrived in the mid 19th 

centur y, many perished in the first year due 
to malaria. It  was tough. “Of course in those 
years, there was no such organizations like 
Telfed and Kupat Holim,” quipped Telfed’s 

Aliyah Counsellor, Susan Sharon .

Tribute to Mdiba. 
MK Rabbi Dov Lipman, 
Dave Bloom and SA 
Ambassador Sisa 
Ngombane at the 
‘Mandela and his 
Legacy’ event.

explained Dorron to the committee. •

Tribute to Madiba
Despite the threat of rocket attacks 

on Tel Aviv, over 230 people attend-
ed in July a panel discussion at the 
Tel Aviv - Jaffa Academic College on 
the legacy of Nelson Mandela. 

Moderated by former Israel i 
Ambassador to South 
Africa  Tova Herzl, 
the event was organ-
ised by Telfed in con-
junct ion with the 
S African Embassy, 
Forum Tzorah and 
Wits Alumni. Speakers 

              New Year and Succot Deals
AIRFARES incl all taxes

NEW YORK: $799
TORONTO: $788
SOUTH AFRICA: $1150
BANGKOK + 2 DOMESTIC FLIGHTS: $1299

FLY/DRIVE PACKAGE: Croatia and Slovenia: from EUR529

CRUISES: Early Bird Discounts on all cruises: Alaska, Europe, Baltic
PACKAGES: To Greek Islands, Holland, Italy, Black Forest Area

12 Kikar Haatzmaut, Netanya; Tel: 09-8607000, Fax 09-8620719

For Your Travel 
Requirements, 

Wherever, 
Whenever...
Call Hilary 

Kaplan:  
09-7672404 

050-5372522 
hildav@netvision.net.il

Check our 
website: 

www.shakedtours.co.il
or contact: 

NIEL BOBROV 
at Shaked Tours 

09-8607001
niel@shakedtours.co.il

included MK Dov Lipman, SA 
Ambassador  Sisa  Ngombane , 
Benjamin Pogrund, Bassem Eid, 
and Nicolas Wolpe, son of the an-
ti-apartheid activist, Harold Wolpe. 

A special award was presented by Les 
Glassman (Wits Alumni) to Nahariya 
art student Tamara Zesmer for a post-
er she drew about Mandela. •
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Feature
by David Kaplan

Revivim 

Mandela’s 
legacy

Dear Editor
Kol Hakavod to Telfed in co-host-

ing with the South African Embassy, 
Forum Tzora and Wits Alumni the 
event in Jaffa honouring Nelson 
Mandela and his legacy. It was well 
worth the travel from Eilat. The speak-
ers were excellent and conveyed not 
only personal insights about the char-

acter of Madiba 
but  a l so  hi s 
values and his 
unique ability 
to influence all 
the people of 
South Africa to 
reject violence 
and hatred so 
a new Rainbow 
Nation could 

arise.
It’s a legacy that should be shared 

with the world, particularly in the 
Middle East, sorely in need of such 
inspirational leadership.
Fonda Dubb, 
Telfed Regional Representative, Eilat

From Bulawayo       
to Rechovot

Dear Editor
On Sunday 27th April, I settled 

down to attend to my 
unopened mail as I lis-
tened to the radio on the 
Eve of Holocaust Day. I 
thought of my dear late 
father, Herman Wald, 
and his Monument to the 
Six Million at West Park 
Cemetery, Johannesburg 
where a memorial ser-
vice was to be held that 

very morning. While Dad had settled 
in South Africa in 1937, most of his 
family remained in Hungary and per-
ished in the Holocaust.

With sobering thoughts of confla-
gration in mind, I came to the Pesach 
issue of Telfed Magazine when I spot-
ted the eloquent article by the editor 
David Kaplan about how this mag-
nificent bust of Chaim Weizmann 
had been retrieved from the ashes of a 
fire that destroyed the Bulawayo syn-
agogue in 2003. I read on that after 
an investigation initiated by Telfed 
Chairman and former Zimbabwean 
Dave Bloom, the bust had been sculp-
tured by my late father and recently 
transported to the Weizmann Institute 
in Rehovot. It was only a short drive 
away.....I was overwhelmed!

What quickly followed was a visit 
with my son, Raphael to the Weizmann 
Institute where we were mesmerized 
by the bust and enriched by its fasci-
nating journey.  We felt that as Chaim 
Weizmann’s bust made it “home” to 
Israel, so did a part of my late father. 
He always wanted to make Aliyah, 
“and in his way he did.” It’s fitting that 
the homecoming of this bust should 
also be a memorial to the Bulawayo 
community which is now scattered all 
over the world. 

All this amazing piece of history 
brings to mind one of my late father’s 
aphorisms: “Art is what is left over 
in the sieve of time.“
Pamela Pnina (nee Wald) Weissmann Jerusalem.

To view the works 
of Herman Wald 
who passed away 
in 1970, visit: 
w w w. h e r m a n -
wald.com

In th e Mail

The story begins in the 1930s 
when Jewish aspirations and 
nationalism were aroused by 

Zionist leaders touring Jewish commu-
nities around the world inspiring the 
rebirth of Jewish sovereignty in biblical 
Palestine. They were followed by em-
issaries of the JNF encouraging Jews 
to invest in the future Jewish state by 
purchasing land in Palestine. One of 
the communities they focused on was 
South Africa – history records their 
efforts were well spent.

One such inspired family was the 
Barney and Fanny Berold from Parow, 
a developing town outside Cape Town. 
Barney was a successful industrial-
ist who owned and ran Plywoods - 
Parow’s first factory.

Today  a  re s i -
dent of Jaffa, their 
daughter,  94 year-
old Freda Pincus, 
spoke to Telfed 
Magazine.

“My parents vis-
ited Palestine twice 
in the thirties, first 
in 1932 and then 
1936 when they 
met the Zionist 
activist Avraham 
G r a n o v s k y . 

“Later he changed his 
name to Granot and 
would be a signatory 
to the Declaration of 
Independence, a mem-
ber of the Knesset and 

chairman of the JNF. However, back 
in 1936, the JNF were negotiat-
ing with an Arab to buy his land in 
the Negev when this South African 
group with my parents arrived and 
Granovsky asked if anyone was in-
terested in buying it.” 

The British Mandate Authority al-
lowed Jews to purchase land, but not 
to establish settlements.

“The land was totally out of the way, a 
desolate landscape some 36 kilometres 
south of Beer Sheva. There was noth-
ing there except a a British Mandate 
Police police station. During World 
War II, a large British army base was 
established, which served as a stopover 
from Suez to the centre of the coun-

The Cape Town 

Connection

Google ‘Kibbutz Revivim’ and you 
will find that it was established in 
1943 by a youth movement group 
from Rishon LeZion that included 

new immigrants from Austria, 
Germany and Italy on land given 

to them by the JNF. 

Nowhere does it reveal 
from whom the JNF 

acquired it! 

Revealed

Family Ties. With the 
old British Mandate police 
station at Kibbutz Revivim 

in the background that in 
June 1948 a Palmach Brigade 

took at heavy cost from the 
Egyptians , stands proudly 

the descendants of the Cape 
Town/Parow Berold family.

Back row; Issy Miodownik 
and Arie Barel

Next row; Leonie Barel, 
Sharon Shafrir, Roy Barel, 

Adam Miodownik, Jason 
Miodownik, Shani Barel 

Desser, Shai Shafrir
On Bench; Daniel Miodownik, 

Jono Barel, Freda Pincus, 
Bat Ami Naim, Zami Naim, 

Michal Naim
Front Row; Paula Miodownik 

and Carol Naim

Fire & Water
On the morning of Tisha BeAv at 
7 .50am,  10 
minutes  be-
fore the 3-day 
ceasefire was 
to end, Gush 
E t z i o n  w a s 
fired upon. A 
piece of rock-
et fell metres away from the school 
bus stop, missing the swimming pool 
and water tower. Normally there would 
have been 100s of kids going to school; 
the swimming pool, City Hall and the 
community center would have been full. 
However being Tisha BeAv nobody was 
around - We were all in shul praying for 
the safety and recovery of our soldiers.

The next morning at 8.00a.m. I was 
back training in the swimming pool.
Am Yisrael Chai, Leon Glasser, Efrat

[ed. note: Leon Glasser is a recipient of numer-
ous swimming medals]

Toasting Mdiba .  Fonda 
Dubb from Eilat at the 

Mandela event.

A Homecoming .  Pamela 
Pnina Weissmann and 
her son Raphael with 
her father ’s bust of 
Weizmann’s at the 
Weizmann Institute in 
Rechovot.

RS
Law Office

We act in:
All Civil Law,
Real Estate,
Contracts,

Trusts, Wills,
Inheritance,
Litigation

ADV Boaz Rabin
054-4819624

ADV Haim Shalom
054-2042222

Office +972 3 624 1818
Fax +972 3 624 1798

65 Yigal Alon Street
PO Box 20395, Tel Aviv 61203

Dear Editor

Hi Efrat 
Regards, Gaza
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try. Anyway, as far as I know, my fa-
ther was the only one interested and 
he bought 825 dunams. Of course it 
did not sound financially attractive, 
but my father was a Zionist. He was 
not investing for profit but in the fu-
ture of the Jewish People.”

“A few months 
later, he passed 
away in Paris and 
my Mom returned 
to Parow. In 1939 
our  f ami ly  re -
ceived transfer of 
the property.”

This might have 
been the end of the 
story until Freda’s 
brother George Berold (z’l), while 
stationed in Egypt during WWII 
“took leave to visit Palestine. He went 
to see Granovsky hoping to see the 
land and report back to the family 
in South Africa. Granovsky dissuad-
ed him saying that there was a war on 
and there were no roads to reach this 
area. Probably the only way to reach 
the area was on camel, which I imag-
ine would not have been too appealing 
to my brother with only a few days 
leave! Anyway, Granovsky then asked 
George if the family would consider 
donating the land to the JNF for the 
purpose of establishing a kibbutz.”

It was quite a daring idea as it would 
be the southernmost kibbutz at the 
time with no access to piped water. 
It would demand of its members im-
mense grit, determination and vision. 
It would also require the acquiescence 
of the Berold family of Cape Town.

George said he would discuss with 
the family who all agreed. “This was 
the land that the JNF gave for the 
establishment in 1943 of Kibbutz 
Revivim.”

However, it was not so simple. 

Destiny in the Desert 

While the small group received the 
Berold parcel of land to fulfill their 
dream of settling the Negev, they had 
to be careful as permanent settlements 
were illegal. To circumvent British 
Mandate regulations, Revivim was es-
tablished as an ‘Agricultural Research 
Station’ and formally named ‘Mitzpe 
Revivim’ or ‘Revivim Lookout’.

The first settlement began with only 
three men and as the ‘station’ slowly 
grew, eventually women were allowed 
to join. One of these brave women 
was Golda Meir’s daughter. 

A portent of what was to come, in 
December 1947, a Kibbutz Revivim 
car was ambushed and three members 
of the kibbutz were killed. Battling 
the elements was tough but soon they 
would have to confront a new enemy 
– their fellow man – when in 1948, 
Revivim became the center of Israel’s 
defense of the Negev during the War 
of Independence. 

An airstrip was built to fly in supplies 
and the caves which were once home 
to the settlers became the field hospi-
tal and main base. Kibbutz members 
valiantly withstood heavy Egyptian 
attacks and 34 soldiers, including one 

woman, fell in the ensuing fighting, 
all recorded in a museum there today. 

After the war, Revivim became the 
heart of the Negev but it was the 
heart of the Berold family that made 
it all happen. 

Revivim has another connection to 
Parow in Wendy Cohen-Solal - the 
daughter of Ivan (z’l) and Raiza Israel, 
originally from Parow - who has been 
living on the kibbutz for over thirty 
years.  Ivan was Chairman of the Tel 
Aviv Telfed Regional Committee for 
many years and well known to the 
Berold family.  

In subsequent visits to Revivim dur-
ing the 1950s, Freda’s mother Fanny 
donated money towards a rose gar-
den and a library. 

Freda’s husband Alec, including 
her two brothers George and Lulu, 
were all active in Telfed serving on 
its Executive Council and many of 
its committees.

“During the Six Day War and the 
aftermath,” says Freda, “there were 
many Southern African volunteers on 
Revivim.” Today the kibbutz is held 
in high regard for its pioneering use 
of saline and brackish water.”  One 
of its members, Yoel de Malach, re-
ceived the prestigious Israel Prize for 
his efforts in this field. 

At last year’s 75th anniversary – al-
though the kibbutz was established in 
1943, the garin was formed in 1938 
- the Pincus and Berold families were 
honoured for their family’s enriching 
history embedded to the kibbutz, no 
less than the Negev’s desert rock.

While many Jews donated money to 
buy land in Israel, “As far as I know,” 
says Freda, “Revivim is the only case 
of actual privately-owned Jewish land 
being donated for this purpose.”

‘Sabras planting Sabras.  Planting cacti on 
TuBishvat on Revivim some years back, are the 
children of former South African Wendy Cohen-
Solal (Nee Israel from Parow)

H T OFF THE PRESSH T OFF THE PRESS

BETH PROTEA – The Pride of Israel’s Southern African Community
5 Asher Barash Street, Herzlia, Tel: 09-9595222, Fax: 09-9595300
Email: info@bethprotea.org.il
Website : www.bethprotea.org.il    

PURIM…
A sojourn into the distant past and 
we happened upon the Baroque 
era!!!!! Buckles and bows, hats and 
frippery were the order of the day 
as Beth Protea was transformed. A 
superb performance by the Pearls of 
Baroque, a reading of the Megila with 
a “difference” and a costume parade 
and competition were all the right 
ingredients for another wonderful 
Purim celebration.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY ON HAND…
In April we had a wonderful outing to the Weizmann Institute of Science. Levinson Visitors Center was our first port of 
call on this beautiful campus. Here we enjoyed an interactive exhibit that allows visitors to learn about the fascinating 
world of scientists who uncover the secrets of nature and decipher the codes of the universe. We also visited the 
residence of Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the first President of the State of Israel and the founder of this incredible Institute.  
A stimulating and exciting day was had by all.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITY…
There is nothing nicer than the sounds of children filling the corridors with their happy chatter and joyful spirit. 
Recently a group of over 20 pupils aged between 8-10 from the nearby school visited Beth Protea. First we were treated 
to a song and dance especially prepared for us and then residents were paired with a child and did an art project 
together. What a joy to watch as somehow communication between the students and residents worked despite the fact 
that none of the children spoke any English at all. 

THE BETH PROTEA 
“CATWALK”…
From the catwalks of Milano, Paris, 
New York, London and now… Beth 
Protea — our glamorous models 
alongside the professional beauties, 
paraded the runway in garments from 
Irene Fashions. 
Great fun and of course lots of 
shopping afterwards. 
Thumbs up to our special Beth Protea 
models.

GREAT SADNESS …
The past months have been trying 
for us all. First, the entire country was 
pre-occupied with the fate of the 3 
abducted young men. Sadly, our worst 
fears were realized… Then, Operation 
Protective Edge began and at the time 
of writing this page, unfortunately 
is still underway. Residents and staff 
gathered in the shul to pay respects to 
these young men and their families and 
then again to read hymns together in 
order to show support to our soldiers.

SPRING IS IN THE AIR…
Welcoming the beautiful spring 
weather warranted a visit to nearby 
Kfar Shmaryahu to see fields of 
magnificent wild flowers. Just the 
recipe to put a smile of everyone’s faces.

Making the desert 
bloom.  Giora, one of 
Revivim’s members 
diver ts the flow of water 
from the reser voir to 
irrigate thirsty fields 
under cultimvation.
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Sport Sh ots

A joint project between the ITC, the Israeli Embassy in 
Pretoria and Telfed, the idea was conceived by Arthur 
Lenk, Israel’s ambassador to SA who is committed to 
promoting greater cooperation between our countries, 
not only in trade and commerce but also in the cul-
tural and sporting spheres where “people can connect 
with each other in a more personal and enriching way.” 

As the Israel Tennis Centers Director of Coaches and 
Manager of Israel’s Davis Cup team, Ronen has coached 
some of Israel’s finest players, including the likes of 
Grand Slam doubles title holder Andy Ram when he 
was in his early teens. “The kids in Soweto were great. 
I fell in love with them from the moment the balls 
were skimming over the 
net.” When Ronen was 
required to leave half 
way through the second 
week for a tournament, 
“I said no, I prefer to stay 
in Soweto.”

Bigger Picture
Ambassador Lenk notes 

the strong historic link be-
tween the Southern African 
community and the ITC. It 
was a former South African, 
Dr. Ian Froman who re-
ceived the 1989 Israel 
Prize for playing a prima-
ry role in establishing the 
ITC and which President 
Chaim Herzog, in pre-
senting Israel’s most pres-
tigious civilian award, said 
of Froman, “You have cre-
ated a virtual social revolu-
tion throughout Israel”.  It 
is this kind of “social rev-
olution” that South Africa 

is keen to emulate with Israel’s help.
Clearly, “there is much to build on in deepen-

ing the relationship between the ITC and South 
Africa,” says Ambassador 
Lenk and in some respects 
there are some philosophi-
cal parallels.

As Danny Gelley, CEO 
of the ITC explains: “While 
the Israel Tennis Centers 
were originally established 
mainly in developing areas 
catering to youngsters from 

underprivileged neighbour-
hoods,” the sport in South 
Africa today is working hard 
to shed the image of being re-
served for the once privileged 
white community.

Says Bongani Zondi, President 
of the South African Tennis 
Association: “These kids in 
Soweto come from poor fami-
lies and we need all the profes-
sional help we can get. There is 
the “bigger picture” here of tak-
ing our kids off the streets and 
offering them meaningful and 
inspirational alternatives and 
this is where the Israel Tennis 

From Soweto 
with Love

“Sport is the best bridge,” says Israel Tennis Centers (ITC) 
coach, Ronen Moralli who spent two weeks in March 
coaching tennis in Soweto. The people he met there 

knew “next to nothing about the Middle East,” but by the 
time he left, “Israel had more than 200 new supporters.”

Centers come in. They are experts in this field and we want 
to learn from their rich experience. We too want to create top 
tennis players but we also want to create top-star human beings.” 

Underlying this project in South Africa as it was in Israel’s 
early years is to ensure that youngsters from disadvantage 
neighbourhoods appear on today’s tennis courts than in to-
morrow’s criminal courts.

Oupa Ntuping, Tennis Coach at Soweto’s Arthur Ashe Tennis 
Academy is all praise for Ronen: “What he really impressed 
upon us was self-discipline. It was all about character build-
ing – how we conduct ourselves no less off the court than on.” 

Ronen says that on his arrival at the academy in Soweto, he 
spoke “about creating a vision. I said, “The future is in your 
hands. Take it; do something with it.” I knew that message 
had sunk in when they came out with a new logo for their 
academy with two hands holding a tennis ball. When I asked 
“What does this signify?” they replied proudly, “The future 
is in OUR hands”.

One youngster laughing said, “It’s not only about ‘our hands’, 
also our feet. Coach Moralli,” said Lesego Mokgoetsi, “told 
me to move my legs and do ‘happy feet’,” a reference to the 
popular animated musical about penguins.

Coach Ronen left a lot of “happy feet” in South Africa. •

From connecting the ball, to connecting with people .  Israel Tennis Centers (ITC) 
coach, Ronen Moralli  (2nd left) at the Ar thur Ash Stadium in Soweto with local coaches 

who will  be visiting Israel in the near future.

Great Aspirations. Your players in Soweto with Israeli  coach Ronen 
Moralli  (centre) and local coaches.

$629
 plus taxes & security

Adults from

$619
+ taxes & 
security
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Total Home Renovations

“The Perfectionist”

Call today for free advice and/or quotes.

(054)431-5005
philip_symon@hotmail.com

Philip Symon,  always the per fectionist, uses 
the latest techniques for upgrading, refubishing 

and maintaining your property to the highest 
standard. For over 25 years, Philip Symon has been 
synonymous with reliability and expertise. Join his 

long list of satisfied clients and bring a touch of 
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decorative moldings •Demolition •  Bathroom and 
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Electrical  work •  Plaster work 

and par titions •  Plumbing

Philip Symon is
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PROJECT HELPING HAND (to improve the quality of life of the elderly)
Uri & Beryl Milunsky ....................................................Slava Sacks & Julian Rosenberg – marriage
Solly & Estelle Sher .......................................................Naty & Denise Tobias – 50th wedding anniversary
Karin Hesselberg ...........................................................Sidney & Michele Shapiro – Pesach greetings
Shaun Friedlander ........................................................Yael Malach & Tehila Mazal – thanks for assistance with Pras Programme 2013/14 
Dolores Linde .................................................................In honour of Hilly Linde
Mickey Loeb ....................................................................In memory of Sidney Loeb
Harold & Zoe Slomowitz ...........................................Miriam Kimmelman – 93rd birthday
Stephen & Thelma Miller ...........................................Edna Savitz – 60th birthday
Nokkie & Vicky Scher ..................................................Bella Barnett – 90th birthday
Sidney & Michele Shapiro .........................................Dave Bloom – in appreciation
Bobrov family .................................................................Niel Bobrov – 70th birthday
Steven & Thelma Miller ..............................................Evelyn Sachs – 80th birthday
Harry & Barbara Lipchin.............................................Evelyn Sachs – 80th birthday
Ivan & Vivienne Maron ...............................................David & Susan Frank – 50th anniversary
Bebe Feldman ................................................................Basil Rick – 80th birthday
Leonard & Ina Averbuch ............................................Kalley & Fay Saacks – 50th anniversary & special birthday
David & Hilary Herzberger  ......................................to honour the birth of their grandchild Yoav, son of Shai & Einat Herzberger
Gershon Amdur .............................................................Dorron Kline – in sincere appreciation
Woolf & Renee Rakin ...................................................Harold Kaufman – 80th birthday
Sharon Bernstein ...........................................................Allan Fedler – in appreciation
Dolores Linde & Dennis .............................................Kalley & Fay Saacks – 50th anniversary & special birthday
Colin Shav-Tal .................................................................In loving memory of Sadie Tuch

SURF (Special Urgent Relief Fund) 
David & Debsy Goshen ..............................................Honouring Hertzel Katz
Jean Cohen ......................................................................Morris Kahn – Lifetime Achievement Award
Jean Cohen ......................................................................Smoky Simon – Lifetime Achievement Award
Hertzel & Lola Katz & family ....................................Gidon & Debbie Hack – in appreciation

Walter Robinson 
– 90th birthday
Nesta Lessem, 
Dave & Gail 
Bloom, Annette 
Milliner-Giladi

Donors ...............................................................................Honorees
KEREN TELFED FUND (general assistance to the community as needed)
Ann, Honey, Willie, Zahava, Barry, Hadassa, 
Maish, Chaim, Sheila and families .........................Bella Barnett – 90th birthday
Ann, Bella, Rafi, Dina, Zahava, Barry, 
Chaim, Sheila and families .......................................Honey Lapidot – 90th birthday
Tony & Ziviah Harris .....................................................Sandra Kaplan – 70th birthday
Bryan & Ruth Slater ......................................................Arnie & Merle Katz – 50th wedding anniversary 
Mannie & Rayla Shimoni ...........................................Chaim & Frances Maisel – 55th anniversary
Shirley Kaplan .................................................................Liora Beinart – 60th birthday
Esther Shull ......................................................................Barbara Relkin – 85th birthday
Eitan & Doreen Levy ....................................................Morris Kahn – Lifetime Achievement Award
Meyer Planer ...................................................................Eddy Hoffman – 80th birthday
Hymie & Mickey Goldblatt .......................................Lionel Mallach – birthday
Ben & Adele Schalit .....................................................Lionel Mallach – birthday
Basil & Zena Berelowitz ..............................................Sandra Kaplan – special birthday
Bokkie & Rochelle Zegal ............................................Sandra Kaplan – special birthday
Bernard & Rosie Lever & Shelly ..............................Jeff Kaplan – 70th birthday
Phil & Wendy Goldstein .............................................Matthew & Tamar Tucker – marriage 
Nesta Lessem  ................................................................Kalley & Fay Saacks – 50th anniversary
Meir & Julie Hadar ........................................................Monik & Gladys Tross – Monik’s 90th birthday
Dave & Gail Bloom .......................................................Marvyn Hatchuel – 93rd birthday
Gerald & Freda Wolman .............................................Howard Glazer – 80th birthday
Mike & Loraine Solomon ...........................................Howard Glazer – 80th birthday
Stanley & Sharon Epstein ..........................................Ernest & Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper – on their great-grandson
Arthur & Vivien Wolman ............................................Hymie & Naomi Snipelisky – 60th anniversary
Sol & Cherille Cohen ...................................................Hymie & Naomi Snipelisky – 60th anniversary

Morris & Rhona Strauss ........................................Eddy Hoffman – 80th birthday
Morris & Rhona Strauss ........................................Fay Saacks – 80th birthday
Morris & Rhona Strauss ........................................Liebe & Ellie Posniak – 60th anniversary
Isaac & Ruth Nurock ...............................................Lennie Averbuch – special birthday
Harold & Edie Kaufman & family......................Solly Sacks – 70th birthday 
John & Elaine Eitzman ..........................................Louis & Fiona Singer – 50th anniversary
The 75th Birthday Group.......................................Malcolm Finn – 75th birthday
Andrea Cohen ...........................................................Ralph Barnett – 60th birthday
Stuart & Lynn Zinn..................................................Beverley Wolman – 70th birthday
Leonore Saevitson ..................................................Esmond & Barbara Hellerman – 60th anniversary
Eric & Mati Levanon ...............................................Aviva Mowszowski – birthday
Naomi Fredman .......................................................Eve Donner – 90th birthday
Mervyn & Joyce Lasovsky ....................................Eve Donner – 90th birthday

Anonymous .....................................................................In loving memory of Ros Israelstam
Lynette Shapiro .............................................................Joyce Epstein – 70th birthday
Mannie & Rayla Shimoni ...........................................Ellie & Liebe Posniak – 60th anniversary
Thelma Bernstein ..........................................................Rhona Bloom – special birthday  
Les Amdur In memory of Morris Borsuk, remembering his    
  contribution to P.A.T.W.A. 1954

Ernest & Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper ....................Arrival of great-grandson Yonatan Nistel; 
  grandson for Fiona Ben Ami
Shirley Kaplan .................................................................Jack & Rose Schnieder – 60th anniversary
Sunday Squash group ................................................Norman Geri – 75th birthday
Hilton & Harriet Bark ...................................................Golda Grubel – 96th birthday

Keren Telfed and Oth er Funds
Please remember Keren Telfed when you are celebrating happy occasions, when 
you are invited to enjoy meals with friends, or when you want to pay tribute to 
the memories of loved ones. The Keren Telfed Fund was started 30 years ago. 

Donations are used to assist Southern Africans in Israel during times of individual 
or family hardship, or national crisis.  They are tax-deductible. All donations are 

acknowledged in this column as soon as possible after receipt thereof. Contact Nikki 
Leviner to make your donation: 09 – 7907 819 or nikki@telfed.org.il 

Keren Telfed

Smoky Simon –
Lifetime Achievement Award
Yuda & Laila Doron, 
Leala Zimmerman, 
Pnina & Frank 
Garrun, Brian 
Harris, Rachel & 
Lesley Steinman, 
Eitan & Doreen 
Levy, Joe Woolf

Gaby & Freda Haimovitz 
60th anniversary
Ziggy Amiel, Judy 
Dobkins , Sharon 
& Paul Bernstein, 
Dave Amdur

Shoshana Chava 
Bloom – 70th 
birthday
Felicia Levin, Ben 
& Adele Schalit, 
Gillian Hellman & 
Lynn Kacev, Joel & 
Beryl Klotnick

Gil Herbert – 90th 
birthday
Mike & Frankie 
Jaffe, Jack & Gila 
Abrahamson, 
Ethlee & Leslie 
Dembo

Slawa & Julian Rosenberg – 
marriage
Arthur & Vivien Wolman,  Mossie & 
Fanny Pokroy, Greg & Glynis Baldock, 
Esther Shull & family

Sydney Joffe - 80th 
birthday
Fonda Dubb, Alex & 

Rene Rose, Malcolm & Maureen Finn, 
Mona & Ronnie Bear, Shirley Kaplan, 
Thelma Bernstein

Rosie Hechter – 80th birthday
Ruby & Cecily Sluszny, Freda Sher and 
children,  Paul & Sharon Bernstein, Arnie & 
Peggy Friedman, Hymie & Kykie Josman

Johannesburg
Auction House, 4th Floor, South Tower, Nelson Mandela Square 

Studio, opposite Gucci, Nelson Mandela Square, 
Cnr Maude  & 5th Streets, Sandton, 2196
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FREE shipping and insurance
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Cape Town
The Great Cellar, Alphen Estate, Alphen Drive, Constantia 

+27 21 794 6461 • ct@stephanwelzandco.co.za
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Online bidding managed by ATG Media SA through www.the-saleroom.com  Europe’s leading portal for live art and antiques auctions.

Dr. Les Glassman
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Alexis Preller 
(South African 1911-1975)
MAPOGGA AXIS MUNDI

oil on canvas
Sold R3 360 000, October 2013
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Hertzel & Lola Katz .......................................................Leon Charney – 85th birthday
Hertzel & Lola Katz .......................................................Eddy Hoffman – 80th birthday
Walter & Fanny Robinson, Sidney & Michele Shapiro
Hertzel & Lola Katz & friends, Louis Garb ..........Howard Glazer – 80th birthday

IN MEMORIAM
Nikki Leviner ...................................................................In loving memory of beloved Danda
Isaac and Maureen Lipshitz .....................................In loving memory of dear Andrea
Sharon & Shmulik Ergaz ............................................In loving memory of Sharon’s dad, Jack Omsky
Peretz & Zelda Lootsteen ..........................................In loving memory of Bernard Elliston
Gila Sugarman ................................................................In loving memory of Leah Kloot
Ilana Dreyer .....................................................................In loving memory of her father, David Schmidt
   and the Schmidt & Shubb families
Stanley & Bluma Kaplan ............................................In loving memory of Daniel Kaplan
Marlene (Cesler) Gal ....................................................In loving memory of her parents, Ephraim & Rivka Cesler 
Marlene (Cesler) Gal ....................................................In loving memory of her family who perished in the Shoah
Joan Rubinstein .............................................................Yehuda Leshmen, in memory of dear Ruthy
Fonda Dubb ....................................................................In fond memory of Felicia Cohen
Meir and Rosalind Romem   ....................................In loving memory of (Ester) Ethel and Rabbi Israel Abrahams
Mati & Eric Levanon .....................................................In loving memory of Zalman Mowszowski
Rebecca Johnstone ......................................................In loving memory of her father, Menachem Ben Ze’ev
Jeff Geffen, children & grandchildren .................In loving memory of his beloved wife Doreen
Daniel Gilenberg ...........................................................In loving memory of Debbie
Dolores Linde .................................................................In loving memory of Hilly Linde
Debbie Orr .......................................................................In loving memory of Jacqueline Adelsky (on Roiee’s birthday)
Bebe Feldman ................................................................In loving memory of her husband, Victor
Boaz Menashe ................................................................In loving memory of his dear wife, Monica
Michael & Jeanette Dick ............................................in loving memory of their darling Dad, Dr. Mickey Simon
Nate & Paula Levinthal ...............................................In loving memory of Izzy & Anne Levinthal

LONE SOLDIERS FUND (to assist young South African lone soldiers)
Paul & Sharon Bernstein ............................................Edna Savitz – special birthday
Paul & Sharon Bernstein ............................................Jeff Kaplan – special birthday
Stanley & Sharon Epstein ..........................................Aubrey & Jennifer Hurwitz – grandson Noah’s birth
Yoav Ger ............................................................................Alon Chaim Cohen – Israeli soldier fighting for his life; 
    wishing him refuah shleimah
Eugene & Simmy Berghaus & children ...............In loving memory of Mark Berghaus, their father & grandfather
Fay and Shelee Berghaus & children ...................In loving memory of Gregory Berghaus
    their son, brother & uncle

Fay Berghaus & family ................................................In loving memory of Becky & Arnold Meyer: 
    special parents & grandparents

Chava Agmon .................................................................In loving memory of Hugo Agmon/Alperstein
Jonathan Lessick ...........................................................In fond memory of Henry “Bud” Ungar
Jack & Gila Abrahamson ............................................Gilbert Herbert – 90th birthday
Lilian Zackon ...................................................................In memory of Nathan Liberman

KEREN ALIZA (to assist school children in Kfar Saba with school books)
Marvyn Hatchuel & Lily Rose Michalowsky ......Dorian & Sharon Hatchuel – 25th anniversary
David & Hilary Kaplan .................................................Phyllis Sacher – birthday
David & Hilary Kaplan .................................................Robin Kantor - 60th birthday

Keren Telfed

MAYER PINCUS BAREL FUND (education fund)
Sue Haas ...........................................................................Carol Naim – 70th birthday
Sue Haas ...........................................................................Thelma & Norman Epstein – 50th anniversary
Ephy Chesler ...................................................................Freda Pincus – 94th birthday
Carol Naim .......................................................................Leon Bar-el – 68th birthday
Tessa Chelouche ............................................................Amit Chelouche & Merav Shahaf – marriage
Tessa Chelouche ............................................................Paula Miodownik – in appreciation

SAM LEVIN SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Channa Eidelman .........................................................Sidney Shapiro – 70th birthday and retirement
Jacqueline Kloss & family ..........................................Robynne Rendel – 60th birthday
Jac Friedgut .....................................................................Anthony Maisels
Malcolm & Maureen Finn ..........................................Kalley & Fay Saacks – 50th anniversary & Fay’s birthday
Israel & Lily Levite .........................................................Hymie & Chana Erlich – 60th anniversary
Sydney & Pam Miller ...................................................Geoffrey & Pam Bethlehem – 50th anniversary
Eitan & Doreen Levy ....................................................Morris Kahn – in appreciation for his generosity
Eitan & Doreen Levy ....................................................Geoff & Pam Bethlehem – 50th anniversary
Len & Toni Calo ..............................................................To Telfed – in appreciation; 60th anniversary; 43 years in Israel; Len’s 87th birthday

Carol Naim – 70th birthday
Heather Sarkin, Bernice M. Tarlie, 
Sharoni, Shai, Ivry, Yoav, Daria 
Shafrir, Lonya & Jenny Rubin, 
Muriel Chesler,  Raphael & Janice 
Melmed, Ingrid 
& Mel Goott, 
Geoff Menzer 
& Sue Fields, 
Charles & Shirley 
Smith, Rodney 
Epstein, Gabriela 
Goldschmidt, 
Ephy Chesler, 
Amira Stern & 
family, Carol Lyons

 Bex Kroser – 80th birthday
Tali & Aki Shavit, Rotem, Gil & 
Omer, Lisa & Gilad Halperin, 
Tom & Zoey, Michal & Naor Dvir 
& Raz, Michalowsky, Kroser & 
Fleisch grandchildren Daniela,
Arielle, Galit, Tal, Dean & Kim,
Sheila Swiel & family

Sidney Shapiro - 70th birthday and retirement
Ian & Phyllis Waldbaum, Bernard & Shirley Suskin, Sol & Cherille Cohen, Mike 
& Loraine Solomon, Itz & Marj Kalmanowitz, Leon Charney, Larry & Rhona 
Shein, Bernice Meyers, Rhona & Marcus Sheer, Michael & Sheila Zetler, Avril & 
Mike Shribman, Nikki Leviner, Fonda Dubb, Arthur & Jean Judes, Ron & Riwa 
Lapid, Narda Korakin, Pinchas & Batya Melchior, Ben & Jillian Friedman Ben & 
Carol Novis, Mavis Wilk, Yitschak & Pauline Abt, Ian & Pearl Rogow

For more information. call  Meir Levmore:

050-7207010 or email meir@itvsat.com

SKY MASTER * DIRECT US TV
Tired of YES? Nothing to watch on HOT?

Get the MOST out of your TV set.
• Over 100 live stations in English from the UK. • Hundreds of movies on demand any time with no extra charge. 
• All cricket, rugby, soccer and other sports. • News, entertainment, documentaries, children and much more. 
• Low installation fee, pay as you go.• No satellite dish needed.
• Catch up TV. Never miss a show again.
• The easiest system to use on the market.

      I will help you lower your internet provider bill.

Gordon & Dorothy 
Mandelzweig 

60th anniversary
Perry & Zelda Lootsteen, 
Jonathan Pollen, Manor 

family, Joe Woolf, Colin & 
Hazel King

Harold 
Kaufman 
- 80th 
birthday
Ruth & 
Isaac 
Nurock, 
Yael & 

Raymond Sive, Jack & Esme 
Rubin, Ian & Pearl Rogow

Mervyn 
Lasovsky
90th birthday
Yossi & Ruth 
Oestreicher, 
Nick Alhadeff, 
Edgar & Joyce 
Kohll, Dave & 
Gail Bloom

Telfed Magazine joins in wishing one of its oldest advertisers, Niel 
Bobrov a happy 70th birthday. A travel agent in Netanya (Shaked Tours), 
Niel’s association with Israel is embedded in the tourist industry. In 1973 
in May, marking Israel’s 25th anniversary, Niel was awarded Israel’s State 
President’s Prize for the promotion of tourism to Israel in South Africa.

Representing President Zalman Shazar , the Israeli Ambassador to South 
Africa presented the prize. “In those days, my travel agency, VIP Travel, 

was the number one seller to Israel.” Opening Shaked Tours in 1987 with 
three members of staff, “today we have 13  and a huge chunk of our 
business is promoting South Africa.” Niel and Pat made aliyah in 1987 

with three sons, “who are all doing great.” 

Naty & Denise Tobias 
50th wedding 
anniversary
Rita Rubin, Gaby & Freda 
Haimovitz,  Maurice 
& Marcia Katz, Mike & 
Loraine Solomon
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Cover Story

They say with property it’s all about 
location. With Telfed property, it’s 

all about the people.
When tenants will soon take occu-

pancy of eight new duplex apartments 
in the Telfed complex on Schwartz 
Street Ra’anana, “one will look back 
with pride at an illustrious history 
beginning in 1948 of Telfed’s role in 
meeting head-on the housing needs 
of the Southern African community 
in Israel,” says Telfed CEO, Dorron 
Kline.

All eight apartments have large size 
balconies with magnificent views of 
Ra’anana and beyond. It was an image 
that reminded the writer of the story 
of Ariel Sharon when he was Minister 
of Housing in the early 1980s and 
Julius Weinstein, then Chairman of 
the SAZF in South Africa who was 
pressing his Knesset friend to find suit-
able land – “preferably with a view of 
the sea - for Southern Africans. 

So when next in Israel, Arik schlepped 
Julius to this tract of land on a rise 
near Kalkilya. 

“Not bad Arik, but where is the view 
of the sea?” asked a puzzled Julius. 

“Tell ’em when they stand on their 
balconies from their fancy double-
storey houses, they will have a clear 
view of the sea.” 

The result was Kochav Yair that stands 
as one of Telfed’s proudest achieve-

ments. Built in 
the 1980s, there 
are sti l l  some 
eighty Southern 
African families 
living in Kochav 
Yair, including 
Te l f ed ’s  p r e -
sent Chairman, 
Dave Bloom.

Telfed’s proper-
ty management 
company, known as ISRENTCO and 
chaired today by Joe Hallis, has been 
hyper-active in recent years. Apart 
from the new addition to the Ra’anana 
property that will offer accommoda-
tion to eight Southern African families 
at below market rental, Telfed’s two 
other properties in Amishav Street in 
Tel Aviv have also been refurbished. 
“Despite the difficulties and problems 
we have had to endure,  - particularly 
for our tenants - the results will stand 
Telfed in good stead for many years 
to come,” says Joe. 

Genesis - Building a Future
Telfed’s history in providing housing 

goes back to 1948. At first, merely a 
branch of the SAZF in Israel, Telfed 
was established during the War of 
Independence to assist the Southern 
African ‘Machalniks’ - volunteers who 
came to fight– “providing us with 
pocket money and cheap cigarettes,” 

as the late ISRENTCO Director 
Norman Spiro used to joke. After the 
war, Telfed decided to stick around. 
It had good reason to as many of the 
Southern African volunteers opted to 
settle in the new State of Israel rather 
than return to South Africa and their 
most pressing need was to find afford-
able housing. 

Setting up shop in Ahad Ha’am Street 
in the heart of Tel Aviv, Telfed promot-
ed the building of a new neighbour-
hood in north Tel Aviv called 
Shikun Machal. The apartments 
were built on Smuts Boulevard, 
named in honour of the then 
Prime Minister of South Africa, 
an ardent supporter of the Jewish 
state. With the help of the API 
(Africa-Palestine investments), 
three blocks of apartments were 
built and a special mortgage was 
provided.

The success of this project in-
spired the construction of anoth-

er building of nine apartments open 
to all Southern Africans - not only 
former members of Machal. Further 
buildings were acquired in the Tel Aviv 
area for Southern Africans and a par-
allel scheme was initiated in Haifa. 
Property was the name of the game 
and Telfed was leading the way.

It soon became necessary for Telfed to 
find larger premises. Norman Lourie, 
the founder of SA Habonim, owned an 
apartment in a building on Hayarkon 
Street, close to the beach. The build-
ing stood on pillars, and Norman per-
suaded the owners to build a home for 
Telfed around these pillars at a cost 
of 2000 Israeli pounds. Within two 
years, Telfed was the hub of Southern 
African communal life. The premises 
boasted offices, a clubroom, bar and 
cafeteria in one of the choicest loca-
tions in Tel Aviv, right next to the 
Dan Hotel. 

From these offices in the early fifties, 
Telfed was expanding operations. Plans 
were drawn up for the construction of 
a hostel on land on the Givataim –Tel 
Aviv border that Telfed’s first chair-
man, Joseph Janower had acquired 
from the JNF. Completed in 1954 
and dedicated a year later in memory 
of those who had fallen in Israel’s de-
fence, the complex consisted of hos-
tel rooms on three floors intended for 
temporary accommodation for new-

comers – singles and young couples 
without children.

Raising Hopes to High Rises
Harry Whiteson, a former Chairman 

of ISRENTCO who designed the 
Telfed apartment complex in Schwartz 
Street, Ra’anana in the mid 1970s, 
recalls how moving it was for him 
in the 1990s when the 
ISRENTCO committee 
was asked to refurbish 
Telfed’s Tel Aviv hostel 
premises. It was a jour-
ney that began five dec-
ades earlier when in his 
matric year of school 
in Johannesburg “I had 
this romantic notion of 
architecture so before 
commencing my stud-
ies at Wits, I worked for 
an architect Abraham 
“Axel” Axelrod for eight 
months. We became very close.” Axel 
volunteered as a pilot in the War of 
Independence and stayed on and 
was the architect of many of the red-
roofed homes in Ashkelon, a major 
housing project that Telfed pioneered 
and championed. While he also de-
signed the buildings at Lod Airport, 
“Few would remember,” says Harry, 
“that he designed Telfed’s Hostel build-
ing and there I was, some fifty years 
later, responsible for its refurbishment. 

Although Axel had long passed on, 
I felt we had, in a profound way, 
renewed our relationship.”

Sizzling Seventies 
In 1975 Telfed moved office 

into Clal Building in the heart 
of Tel Aviv. South Africa’s former 
Chief Rabbi, Louis Rabinowitz 
duly affixed a mezuzah to the 
front entrance. An iconic leader, 
it was Rabinowitz who in 1946 
stood before a massive crowd of 

            A View 
from the   op

By Dave Kaplan

Johannesburg Jewry at Belfour Park 
and tore off his British wartime med-
als and threw them to the ground in 
protest of the British government’s 
harassment and arrest of the leaders 
of the Jewish Agency in Palestine. “I 
am ashamed of these,” he bellowed. 
Three decades later, on the 15th June 
1975 he was most proud. A far cry 

from removing distasteful medals in 
Johannesburg, the esteemed rabbi was 
affixing a Mezuzah to Telfed’s new 
entrance in Tel Aviv. “May it protect 
all those who labour within these 
walls, enriching future generations 
of Southern Africans in Israel.” How 
right he was in prophesying Telfed en-
riching the lives of future generations.

New Ideas
While a member of the Absorption 

Committee in the early 1970s, it was 
Jossy Shlain who proposed the new 
concept of ‘Rental Housing’ for SA 
Olim. A Rental Housing Committee 
was established with Jossy as its first 
chairman.  First order of business “was 
to find a suitable plot of land to build 
an apartment complex to offer afford-
able accommodation to new Southern 
African Olim. We found an attractive 
plot in Kfar Saba and just before sign-
ing the contract, we turned it down. 

T
Telfed going ‘Flat Out ’. Joe Hallis,  Chairman of ISRENTCO (centre) 

is seen here with members of his committee (Mel Cohen, Jules 
Milner and Maish Isaacson) on the balcony of one of the new eight 

apar tments in Schwar tz Street, Ra’anana.

Those Were the Days. Telfed staff outside their office in HaYarkon Street in 
the 1950s. Sam Levin (z ’l) Telfed’s first director, is seen 6th from the left.

Early Days.  Telfed ‘hostel’ in 
  Amishav Tel Aviv

built in 1954 was
recently upgraded

 and has a
‘waiting list ’.
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It was too close to a cemetery.” 
The Committee then made a most 

fateful decision by switching focus to 
Ra’anana at a time before “this small 
village” had justly earned the appel-
lation of ‘Ra’ananafontein’. “In those 
days,” says Jossy, “there were few South 
Africans living there – for that mat-
ter there was few of anything there 
but Telfed had the foresight to ac-
quire land in Schwartz Street.” There 
did, however, remain the not insignif-
icant matter of finance? Where was 
Telfed to find the funds to fuel its am-
bitious plans?

Momentous Meeting
What followed next was a momen-

tous meeting with the Chairman of 
the Jewish Agency Pinchas Sapir - 
today embedded in Telfed folklore. 
From what the writer can ascertain 
Telfed Chairman Max Miodownik, 
Committee chairman Jossy Shlain, 
Jack Rabin, and Leon Charney were 
present, although it appears there could 
have been others. Leon is certain that 
Julius Weinstein, then Chairman of the 
SAZF in South Africa also attended. 
Others are less certain but his pres-
ence most certainly was felt. “Julius 
and Sapir were great friends,” relates 
Leon. Although politically they were 
chasms apart, their friendship was 

forged in the trenches of strengthen-
ing Israel in its time of need.

It was during the Six Day War 
when Sapir, then Minister of Finance, 
phoned Julius in Johannesburg ask-
ing him to approach diamond mag-
nate Harry Oppenheimer to ask for a 
generous donation. This would be no 
easy task as Harry was hardly known 
to be close to Judaism, the Jewish 
community or to Israel besides the 
shared interest in diamonds. It took 
three visits – on the first two visits 
Oppenheimer presented him a cheque 
and each time he had to take it back 
because Sapir said “it’s not enough.” 
Finally, Julius returned to his office 
with a cheque of one million dollars. 
It was the largest amount until then 
ever donated to Israel and Julius’ cre-
dentials as fundraiser was the stuff of 
legend. Moreover, from that time on, 
Sapir held South Africans in high es-
teem so that when the Telfed team 
entered his JAFI office in Jerusalem 
it was like welcoming family.

Absorption Committee Chairman 
Jossy recalls, “We all made the case 
for a large sum to provide money for 
rental to encourage Aliyah.” It worked.

Jack, Leon and Jossy all testify that 
Sapir became excited - and approved 
immediately. But what did that mean? 
Telfed did not have to wait long to find 
out. Former Telfed Director Sidney 
Shapiro takes up the story. A young 
staff member at the time, Sidney re-
calls the excitement “when we received 
a letter signed by the treasurer of the 
Jewish Agency, Arye Dulzin. It was 
one paragraph and it affirmed that 
R3,000,000 would be paid to Telfed  
over three years for the purpose of pro-
viding affordable housing for future 
South African Olim. In those days, 
the Rand was worth a lot more than 
the dollar and with this money, we 
financed both the buildings we have 
today - the one in Schwartz Street in 
Ra’anana and the large apartment com-

plex on the land adjoining the hostel 
in Amishav Street, Tel Aviv.” 

This pioneering venture became the 
forerunner for the establishment of 
“ISRENTCO’, a name coined at the 
time by Jack Rabin, who would be-
come its first Chairman. ISRENTCO 
to this day, is the only immigrant or-
ganisation that rose to the challenge 
of providing reasonably priced, tem-
porary rental accommodation in a 
protective “landsmannschaft” envi-
ronment for Olim. 

“To this day, a major portion of the 
income from the rental of Telfed’s 
properties provides financial support 
to many of those that turn to Telfed in 
their times of need,” explains Pinchas 
Melchior, Executive Director today 
of ISRENTCO.

The expertise of the members of the 
ISRENTO board says Pinchas, “has 
been utilized in developing a num-
ber of housing projects, where Olim 
from Southern Africa have benefited 
from special terms when purchasing 
an apartment in local building pro-
jects.” He cites Modiin and Hadera 
as two projects in recent years where 
over 130 families enjoyed this service. 

We l l  r e sp e c t ed  in  i t s  fi e ld , 
ISRENTCO’s experience in devel-
oping and managing rental housing 
projects has served as a model for 
several municipalities in their quest 
to provide affordable housing for 
young family units of other commu-
nities, most notably in 1991, when 
Telfed was called upon to assist with 
the massive Russian Aliyah. 

Jack Rabin, who had handed over 
the reins of ISRENTCO “ably man-
aged by Norman Spiro,” went on to 
head the Projects Committee. 

“In the late 1980s and early 1990s,” 
explains Jack, “we shifted focus 
from the Absorption Centre model 
to Telfed’s new concept of Direct 
Absorption where we secured apart-

ments for Southern African Olim. We 
had over 1500 Olim during this peri-
od and were bringing in doctors, law-
yers and accountants many of them 
settling in Rishon where our com-
mittee secured apartments for them.”

The vast experience this commit-
tee gained meant that when the mass 
Russian Aliyah began in the early 
1990s, the Jewish Agency approached 
‘the experts’ - Telfed. 

The Jewish Agency sent Telfed staff 
member, Jonathan Davis - today head 
of the RRIS at the IDC Herzliya - to 
the Russian transit camp in Ladispoli 
to try and sway many of these trave-
lers in transit to make Aliyah rather 
than move elsewhere. “It was no easy 
task. They were used to a cold climate 
and were keen to avoid any military 
service,” Davis says. However, he per-
sonally succeeded in redirecting 400 
Olim in Israel’s direction, many of 
whom moved into rental apartments in 
Rishon LeZion all arranged by Telfed’s 
industrious Projects Committee. In 
the months and years that followed, 
Telfed’s concept of Direct Absorption 
was the model for the vast majority of 
Soviet immigrants. “I feel truly proud 
of this period in my work with Telfed,” 
says Jack “and I am still in touch with 
some of those Russian families.” 

Ra’ananafontein
Since Telfed had set the ball roll-

ing with the completion of its apart-

ment complex 
in  Schwar tz 
Street in 1977, 
the small vil-
lage with a nar-
row main road 
sans “robots” 
or “zebra cross-
ings” had by 
the close of the 
1990s emerged 
as  the  most 
popular town 
for Southern 
African Olim 
in Israel. The Ra’anana Absorption 
Centre had been welcoming Southern 
Africans in their droves for well over 
a decade, many of whom after their 
6-month ulpan, settled either in 
Ra’anana or neighbouring towns of 
Kfar Saba and Hod Hasharon. 

With the gravitational pull of the 
Sharon Region for Southern Africans 
–emphatically stamped with SA ap-
proval with the Ra’anana Bowls Club, 
Ra’anana Squash Club and a mayor, 
Zeev Bielski who had once been a 
shaliach to South Africa, Ra’anana be-
came the obvious choice to relocate 
the Telfed head office and where bet-
ter than on the first floor of its own 
building in Schwartz Street. The final 
hechsher arrived with a “South African 
shul” - Shivtei Yisrael, with its fixture 
and fittings relocated from the Parow 
Shul in Cape Town.

However, to oversee oper-
ations, ISRENTCO need-
ed a new chairman after 
Harry - who had designed 
the Schwartz building - was 
stepping down after years of 
sterling service.

It did not go unnoticed 
that around this time quan-
tity surveyor Leon Moss had 
relocated from Jerusalem to 
Kfar Saba. Telfed sent its 
‘Big Guns’, Nick Alhadeff 

The Jewel in the Crown. Ariel Sharon (centre) 
with Telfed’s Project’s Committee inspecting  
building operations on Kochav Yair in the late 
1980s (l-r) Sidney Shapiro, Sharon’s bodyguard, 
Jack Rabin and Leon Charney.

and Mike Fredman (z’l) to see him. 
“They knocked on my door one even-
ing and came straight to the point. 
“Harry is stepping down; How about 
you taking over? You have all the right 
credentials; you’re just what we need.”

The Lord Kitchener ‘Your Country 
Needs You’ poster flashed across 
Leon’s mind and within days was en-
trenched in the planning and organi-
zation of Telfed’s new office premises 
as it is today. Following its comple-
tion, Leon, as a member of the Telfed 
Executive, would attend Executive 
meetings in the new boardroom and 
sit at the long iconic boardroom table 
that had driven Leon Charney “crazy” 
many years before when he had to de-
sign the boardroom in the Clal build-
ing to accommodate it.  Moss on the 
other hand, anguished how “the table 
would fit in the much smaller board-
room in Schwartz Street without saw-
ing it in half.”

Needless to say ‘the two Leons’ man-
aged ably as did successive generations 
of Telfed staff and volunteers who sat 
round that table planning with pas-
sion and commitment Telfed’s future 
and instituting policies and practic-
es for the wellbeing of the Southern 
African community in Israel.

That table has enjoyed an illustri-
ous past; it will have a no less illus-
trious future! •

Communal Centre.  The hall of the Hostel building was popular 
for communal events and smichot. Seen here is Simie Weinstein, 

inter alia, ‘Telfed’s honorar y spiritual leader ’ officiating at the 
wedding of 1956 Machal volunteer Roy Chweiden to Perla.
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by David Kaplan
Nuptials

Elad, son of Yigal 
Zanati and Linda 
Zanati of Ra’anana, 
married Shelley, 
daughter of Shimon 
and Nechama Korkos 
of Ra’anana.

Amit, son of Tessa and Yair 
Chelouche of Gan Yoshiya, Emek 
Hefer, married Merav, daughter of 
Ben and Sara Shachaf of Haifa.

Yael, daughter of Marcelle & Eddie 
Weiss of Ra’anana and grandaughter 

of Jack and Ruth Trappler and the late 
Irma & Ignatz Weiss, married Micki 

Ayalon, son of Yaffa Ayalon, and the 
late Arie Ohayon from Haifa.

Debrahh Marcus is a former 
Capetonian who loves her “sub-

stituted beach city” Tel Aviv. This 
‘Love Affair’ is intimately and sump-
tuously revealed in her recently pub-
lished, “TEL AVIV FOOD”.

 “For me, Tel Aviv is in the front 
pack of the world’s most happening 
cities. Living here is like being on a 
treadmill with its 24/7 pace. It’s so-
phisticated, daring, trendy and rest-
less and well deserved of its appella-
tion: “The city which never sleeps”.”

Well, if you’re not ‘sleeping’ in Tel 
Aviv, you’re more than likely eating 
and for Debrah, “the city’s cuisine re-
flects this vibrant personality.”

Debrah reconciles her take on the 
main features of the city with vari-
ous dishes, hence many photographs 
of Tel Aviv in the book that resonate 
with specific food. The recipes do not 
aspire to be ‘haute cuisine’ but rath-
er “the types of tasty dishes that are 
regularly made by busy Tel Avivians.”

The recipes are by and large quick 
and easy, with ingredients that are 
freely available at the local supermar-
ket, open-air markets or corner store. 
“Traipsing across town in search of 
that one special ingredient is not an 
option for me.” 

While Debrah reveals that when 
she made Aliyah, “my sum total of 
cooking was little more than boil-
ing an egg and making tea,” she did 
grow up in a home priding itself of 
serving “wonderful food. My grand-

Cuisine

mother was known to have a magic 
pot from which an extra portion was 
always available for unexpected guests 
and my mother was an amazing cook 
who put together incredible meals at 
the drop of a hat. People would ac-
tually phone and ask when she was 
planning to make a certain dish and 
simply invite themselves. For years I 
naively thought that cousins would 
drop by to enjoy my company, when 
in fact they were popping in on the 
off chance of sampling some of my 
mother’s delicious cakes.”

 
A Cook’s Tour

Although Debrah’s early connection 
with food was more in the apprecia-
tion than in its making, “the eureka 
moment came when I realized that 
I was no longer afraid to try putting 
things together by myself - after all, 
what was the worst that could hap-
pen? I have always loved entertain-
ing but soon realized that living in 
Tel Aviv with the time at my disposal 
was in direct conflict with the type 
of food I had grown up with in Cape 
Town. I needed dishes that did not 
require lengthy preparation times.”

TEL AVIV FOOD is the prod-

What’s Cooking 
in Tel Aviv?

Summer Breeze
It’s blazing hot in Israel and you want to make 

something tasty but “quick and easy” - in other 
words “a breeze” - Debra suggests this ‘Smoked 
Mackerel Pate’.

• 200g deboned smoked mackerel
• 250g smooth white cheese
• 1 onion diced
• Juice of 1/2 lemon
• 1/4 cup cream
• 1/2 tspn black pepper
• 1/2-1 tspn prepared horseradish
• 1Tblspn mayonnaise (optional)

Place all ingredients in magimix and pulse with 
metal blade until required consistency obtained.

Serve with crusty bread.

but neglected - “being male” - to spec-
ify what type of salad. The result be-
came hysterical when “in walked the 
tenth cabbage salad.” 

Debrah says she believes that “every 
city worth its salt & pepper deserves 

a cookbook and this 
is my tribute to this 
amazing city.” •

Tzippora,   
daughter   of   

Les  and   Lucy  
Glassman   of   

Jerusalem, 
married   Nicholas,  

son   of  Marilyn  
Liebmann  &  

Benji   Liebmann 
of  Johannesburg

Food for Thought. 
Debrah Marcus and 
her recipe book 
reflecting life in Tel 
Aviv.

Amiel, son of Ido and Ilana Rieger 
of Johannesburg, married Batel, 
daughter of Aviel and Iland Arazi from 
Elad. Seen here at the Henna party.

uct, and these days, 
“when friends in-
vite my family over 
and I ask what I 
can bring, they in-
variably say some-
thing on the lines 
of “Bring page 25.”  

The book too is 
replete with anec-
dotes like when a 
husband organized 
a surprise birthday 
party for his wife and phoned her 
friends to ask them to bring a salad, 



30 31

Telephones (direct)
•

050-5308104
•

(09)7715556
•

(09)7749016

24-hour 
express 
serviceamnon plumber

•	 expert in locating and repairing leaks

•	bathroom renovations
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On the Shabbat of Parashas Lech 
Lecha, October 11-12 2013, the 

vast majority of South African Jews 
celebrated Shabbat together, in ac-
cordance with all the halachot as set 
out in the Code of Jewish Law.

When The Shabbos Project in 
South Africa made world news, Jews 
around the globe took notice and 
said, “WOW, what’s this all about?”  
Next they wanted a stake of what was 
happening? 

But what exactly happened?
Telfed Magazine spoke to South 

Afr ica’s  Chie f  Rabbi ,  Warren 
Goldstein, the initiator of this trans-
formative initiative, on a subject quite 
simple – to celebrate Shabbat - and 
at the same time intensely profound.

Appointed to the position at the age 
of 33 in 2005 - the youngest and the 
first South African-born Chief Rabbi 
- Warren Goldstein has excelled in 
projecting South African Jewry - a 
community of approximately 75,000 
- from the parochial to the global. 
Erudite and armed with endless en-

ergy and enthusiasm, Goldstein has 
launched trailblazing programs no-
tably the ‘Sinai Indaba’ (an annual 
Torah convention of the foremost in-
ternational Jewish leaders and think-
ers) and ‘Generation Sinai’, a high-
ly successful parent-child learning 
initiative. His vision is to reach out 
to Jews around the world to become 
more connected and more engaged 
in their Judaism. 

“Shabbos is a good way to start,” 
he says at the start of this interview. 

Bringing the joy of Shabbat
“The idea,” explains Goldstein “was 

to give people in the community a real 

taste of the magic of Shabbat, and the 
only way to do this was to ensure peo-
ple got the complete, authentic expe-
rience – a period from sundown on 
Friday afternoon until ‘stars out’ on 
Saturday evening with no cars, no 
phones, no TV, no emails, no distrac-

tions - a period of pure quality time 
to reconnect with family, friends, G-d 
and their own selves.” 

Was this feasible or a naive dream?  
An unabashed sceptic, architect Dan 

Chaitowitz had expressed, “When I 
first heard of the project, I thought 
who is going to buy into it. It’s a tall 
order the rabbi was asking of the en-
tire community. I run on Shabbos and 
enjoy watching my cricket.” 

Well, Dan did not run or watch crick-
et. He joined 75% of South Africa’s 
Jewish community to collectively 
celebrate Shabbat. His participation 
showed how the project cut across 

all levels of the community and all 
levels of observance. He sat amongst 
500 fellow Jews where tables had been 
set out in Park Street, Johannesburg 
organised by Clive Bleckman. Clive 
had planned on inviting a few friends 
and neighbours “and the next thing it 
went viral - SMS’s, facebook, emails - 

and by the time the time the Shabbos 
arrived, we had over 500 bookings.” 
Clive’s experience was replicated by 
many others in Johannesburg.

“It was sublime,” continued Dan.  
“Jews that you never thought would 
come were there. I was stunned; the 
Rabbi’s concept was brilliant; it showed 
insight into the community and fore-
sight as to what could be achieved.” 
Popular South African comedian, Nic 
Rabinowitz, agrees. “It was fantastic. 
I had my phone turned off and for 
the first time in quite a while I had a 
complete conversation with a fellow 
human being because there were no 
interruptions of text messages, incom-
ing calls or tweets. This was a novel 
experience.” Friends, family and total 
strangers - Shabbat was bringing Jews 
together! 

Dan, Nic and renown radio per-
sonality Benita “Yes, I survived my 
first keeping of Shabbat,” Levin are 
all ready to turn off their cell phones 
again and relive the Shabbat experi-
ence. They will have the opportuni-
ty this coming October. 

Jewish Spring
How were non- ‘shul-goers’ informed in 
advance?

“We launched a massive campaign 
across the city. Wherever you looked 
– on billboards and posters, even on 

tennis courts – you saw the Shabbos 
Project manifesto. We also had an of-
ficial website and Facebook page. 
Shabbos booklets and toolkits were 
published, including general infor-
mation on the beauty and meaning 
of Shabbos and a step-by-step illus-
trated guide to keeping Shabbos writ-
ten by my wife Gina.

In the weeks leading up to the big 
day - it was like a countdown - the ex-
citement level was electric, with thou-
sands signing up to keep that Shabbos.

“Afterwards, we interviewed Jews 
of all ages and backgrounds (which 
can be seen on YouTube) who revealed 
that it had been the first time in their 
lives that they had completely kept 
Shabbat. People remarked on sim-
ple pleasures such as walking togeth-
er with their family through quiet 
streets, on seeing peo-
ple they didn’t even 
know were Jewish in 
shul, and how their 
kids were inspired. 
Clearly, this was a 
mass social move-
ment – in a sense, 
a “Jewish Spring”; 
people owned The 
Shabbos Project and 
it took on a life of 
its own.”

Rapid results from advertising are rare. So 
how do you explain the success of bringing on 
board more than of the community in South 
Africa? You had yourself expressed that the 
level of participation was “unexpected” and 
“defied prediction”.

“Shabbat has a compelling message 
for the world today. The beauty of 
Shabbos is that it is for every Jew. It 
does not matter who you are or where 
you come from, Shabbos belongs to 
the entire Jewish People. Shabbat al-
lows Jews to connect to a rich herit-
age going back thousands of years. Its 
message is no less compelling today 
than at any time in the past and peo-
ple relate to it. Shabbos is a central 
part of Jewish heritage, identity and 
history – but it’s also a compelling 
mitzvah for our times.”

“The great Zionist thinker Ahad 

Religion

“Good Shabbos”
The Chief Rabbi of South Africa, 

Warren Goldstein, 
speaks to Telfed Magazine

Many Hands Make Light Work. Over 2500 women 
flooded the streets of Glenhazel to prepare the challah 
dough for the first ‘Great Street Challah Bake’.
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Holocaust 
deniers and 
an ever-de-

creasing number of Holocaust survi-
vors who can relate firsthand of their 
experiences. It is critical that we prepare 
the very young minds of our youth. ”

The Color Yellow is written in rhyme 
and has original illustrations drawn 
by another former South African, 25 
year-old Batya Bloch from Jerusalem 
who made Aliyah a year ago. It details 
the journey ‘from young girl to old 
woman’ where at significant ‘stations’ 
of her life, the colour yellow connotes 
a different meaning.

So while the book opens with a 
Shabbat meal and the Sabbath can-
dles burning a bright positive yellow, 

Ha’am famously said: “More than 
the Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat 
has kept the Jews.” It has a power to 
bring Jews together, perhaps more 
than any other mitzvah. This is why 
we refer to The Shabbos Project as ‘a 
unity project’.” 

“Of course, as compelling as it is, 
to keep an entire Shabbos is no easy 
undertaking. This is why we framed 
The Shabbos Project as a challenge. 
And the results show that people em-
braced the challenge.”

While secular Jews might have been apprehen-
sive about the project as it might cramp their 
weekends, part of the success seemed to be 
that people actually discovered that Shabbat 
was not only enriching but also fun.

“Correct – from beginning to end. 
The Shabbat itself was a moving and 
festive experience not just for those 
who kept it for the first time, but re-
ally for the community as a whole. 
Children played together in parks 
and gardens; there was more conver-
sation and laughter; good food was 
shared around tables, and people ex-
plored their neighborhoods on foot 
for the first time. 

“The mood was joyful and exuber-
ant, and spilled over into Saturday 
night as Shabbos culminated with 
a massive Havdalah concert 
under the stars. Over 5000 
people attended, and it was 
wonderful as stories started 
circulating from people about 
their extraordinary Shabbos. 
These personal exchanges re-
vealed the depths of the new 
discoveries people were making 
of themselves as Jews – both 
as individuals and as part of 
a unified collective. 

“However, it was the atmos-

phere before Shabbos, and mainly gen-
erated by the women, that truly fired 
up the community and sent the mes-
sage – this was going to be a Shabbos 
like none before. On the Thursday 
night we had what will go down in his-
tory as the first ‘Great Street Challah 
Bake’, when over 2500 women flood-
ed the streets of Glenhazel to prepare 
challah dough. The vibe...the energy...
the atmosphere of the event…it was 
simply unimaginable, indescribable. 
And it captured the imagination of 
the world once the first photos were 
posted on the internet of these thou-
sands of women.’ It truly electrified 
the community.”

How important is the Shabbos Project in the 
long term?

“I believe it’s an amazing privilege 
to be a Jew; we have this incredible 
noble heritage that we received at Mt. 
Sinai thousands of years ago.  In mod-
ern times, people feel distanced from 
this gift, and this is what I strive to 
address. The Shabbos Project reminds 
us of our roots while we live in the 
modern world; a tumultuous world 
where people are pulled from pillar to 
post under so much competing pres-
sures. Shabbat reminds us who we are 
– that we are people who crave con-
nection with each other, with our sur-
roundings, and with our Creator; and 

Book Review
The Education Ministry recently announced a 
new comprehensive educational programme 
to teach the Holocaust to students from kindergar-
ten through high school.

How old is old enough to learn about 
the Holocaust? While some might argue 
that childhood should be a protected 
time when adults need to shield the cu-
rious minds of children from the harsh-
er aspects of the world they inhabit - 
“Why risk giving children nightmares 
needlessly” - others advocate different-
ly. After all, is it not better for kids to 
learn about the Shoah for the first time 
from adults who can shape this horrif-
ic experience carefully and caringly? 

All these factors percolated in the 
young mind of 23 year-old Lorelle 
Shub, who made Aliyah from South 
Africa five years ago and who recently 
published her first book “The Colour 
Yellow” which is available in digital 
format through UPP.co.il

Graduating with a BA and MA from 
the IDC Herzliya and TAU respec-
tively, it was “while taking a course 
in how to teach the Holocaust to 
youngsters at Beit Berl that I decid-
ed to write this book.” 

Currently teaching at Kfar Shmaryahu 
Elementary School, Lorelle says, “I al-
ways aspired to write and felt it was 
only fitting that my first book should 
be on a subject that I felt so strongly 
about and would express my Zionism.” 
While her first encounter with the 
Shoah was “reading The Diary of Anna 
Frank in Grade III, kids in Israel can-
not avoid the exposure at a much ear-
lier age, particularly with the sound-
ing of the siren on Yom HaShoah. If 
walking outside with their parents, 
they need to understand why vehicles 
and pedestrians suddenly come to an 
immediate standstill.”

Lorelle asserts there is an urgency in 
this task “with an increasing cadre of 

a few nights later ‘Kristallnacht’ 
occurs where over 1,000 syna-
gogues were burned and over 

7,000 Jewish businesses de-
stroyed or damaged. Here 
the colour yellow takes on 
the terrifying image of fire 
– a warning of impending 
doom. And while her life 
returns to normal with yel-
low a positive image, this 
again changes when she is 
required to wear the yellow 

Star of David. 
“Overnight, 
she is a social 
outcast as her 
non-Jewish 
friends start 
d i s t a n c i n g 
themse lve s 
from her.”

The sole survivor of her fam-
ily following the defeat of the 
Nazis, she makes Aliyah, joins 
a kibbutz, marries and has chil-
dren. Nowhere in the narrative 
does the name Hitler appear 
– he is referred to as “the big 

scary man” nor is Auschwitz named, 
although this become apparent “with 
the references to the numbers tattooed 
on the inmates arms, the only camp 
where this was practiced.”

The book concludes with the ques-
tion as to whether “like Mandela, can 
one forgive? There is no right or wrong 
answer to this difficult question, but 
it is a process that all survivors who 
have endured the torture and torment 
by others, need to confront.”

For the young girl in The Colour 
Yellow, it is only in Israel, that the 
bright, positive image of her youth 
before the rise of Hitler is restored. It 
signifies the rebirth of her new land as 
well as her own. She represents the six 
million who never made it out alive - 
she is their voice. •

Seeing that we are one family, the children 
of one Almighty Father. 

“So the big question following the 
2013 Shabbos Project was, ‘Where are 
we going with this?’ Well, after our 
10-minute video went viral, we were 
flooded with requests from commu-
nities who wanted to join in, and we 
now have close to 1000 partners in 
170 cities around the world all work-
ing to bring The Shabbos Project to 
their communities. We feel Israel is a 
top priority. As I said, Shabbat is about 
Jewish heritage and unity and what it 
means to be a Jew, and we have seen 
in Israel deep divisions emerge, both 
between the secular and the religious 
and within the orthodox communi-
ties as well. These divisions are un-
fortunate – yet celebrating even one 
Shabbat could help heal the divide 
together. Shabbat, as we have seen in 
South Africa and throughout history, 
is a unifying force unlike any other – 
perhaps because everybody can relate 
to what Shabbat has to offer. This is a 
golden opportunity to focus on what 
unites rather than divides us.

“The Shabbos Project worked its 
magic in the Jewish community of 
South Africa in 2013. This year we 
are bringing that magic to the entire 
Jewish world.  

“I invite all of you to be a part of 
the inaugural International Shabbos 
Project – taking place over the Shabbat 
of Parshat Noach, 24-25 October 
2014.” If you would like to help 
bring The Shabbos Project to your 
community, please visit the website, 
www.theshabbosproject.com. Telfed is 
an amazing organisation with people 
and a network across Israel and many 
Diaspora communities. Please come 
forward to help bring The Shabbos 
Project to your communities.” •

Just Kidding .  Young girls adding their 
hands to the Great Street Challah Bake.

By David Kaplan

Yellow
Religion

Good Yellow. Europe before the Nazis. 

Bad Yellow. The arrival of the Nazis. 

Good Yellow Returns. New life in Israel.

Lorelle Shub

 Batya Bloch
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People

An Unforgettable Evening
No sooner had the lights dimmed in the packed audito-

rium in Herzliya, when a few seniors amongst the large-
ly mixed audience cerebrally switched their ‘walkers’ to 
‘dancing shoes’ as the pulsating hot lyrics of the late fifties 
ignited the passions of their youth. What followed was a 
musical tribute dedicated to the timeless love songs and 
legendary artists of the sixties and seventies, notably Nat 
King Cole, Ray Charles, The Temptations, Cliff Richard, 
Elvis, Tom Jones, Shirley Bassey and Frank Sinatra.

The audience was transported back to an age long 
passed but well remembered, hence the name of the show, 
‘Unforgettable’. 

Vocal powerhouse in this impressive production was for-
mer South African and Ra’anana resident Zak Hilon, who 
together with Stella Yudko from Herzliya and Charles 
Garrett from Chicago kept their audience - which includ-
ed seven ambassadors – not glued to their seats. 

“The Egyptian ambassador loved it,” revealed Zak.

Zak who grew up in Pretoria “winning 
every talent show I entered into” would 
go onto while still in his teens  singing 
in such “unforgettable” commercials on 
local radio as ‘Johnson’s Baby Shampoo’, 

‘Kentucky Fried Chicken’, ‘Standard Bank’  and ‘Castle 
Lager’ beer as well as the theme tune for 702 Fm Radio 
Station.  An early break came in 1992, “when my band 
opened the Duran Duran concert in Johannesburg.”

From commercials in Johannesburg to commercial suc-
cess in the USA, Zak has for the past ten years been per-
forming at many of the big hotels and casinos along the 
Las Vegas Strip until “I was made this incredible offer to 
perform in Israel.”

Lucky Number 20
About ten years ago while still new “in Vegas”, his agent 

called him and asked if “I would do him a favour. He was 
promoting an Elvis Presley competition at one of the big 
hotels. There were twenty entrants from across the USA 
and he had just received the call that nineteen were ready 
to perform and the twentieth had missed his flight in New 
York. Could I fill in? There was no payment, “But who 
knows where it could lead if you perform well?” he said. 
So I entered, sang three Elvis numbers and won the com-
petition.” Zak quickly began ‘to move up the Strip’ and 
began appearing on television, notably the Fox entertain-
ment channel.

A decade later Zak stepped onto the stage in Herzliya 
wearing the unmistakable Presley belt he had won in that 
fateful competition as he began a medley of some of Elvis’ 
greatest hits.

“I’m glad to see you in that belt; from what I heard to-
night, you deserve it,” expressed the jubilant Egyptian am-
bassador after the show.

And Zak could hardly have asked for a finer endorse-
ment than the Sinatra family!

Following the Herzliya show, Zak sent a video clip to 
James Sinatra in Las Vegas, the nephew of Ol’ Blue Eyes’ 
of his rendition of “My Way’. “James posted it on his fa-
cebook page and raved about it.”

While last year Zak performed for a concert before a 
Telfed audience in Rishon Lezion, Zak now has requests 
to take the show to South Africa and Europe.

Looking to the future, Zak is doing it “my way”!!! •

Girl Power
After a year in the IDF, sports-minded Megan Cohen had 

to decide in 1988 what di-
rection to take – sport in-
structor or Krav Maga. “I 
chose the latter not even 
knowing at the time what 
it was.” Over two decades 
later, Megan, who made 
Aliyah with her family 
from Durban in 1977, 
is the world’s top ranked 
woman in Krav Maga. Her 

father John Cohen heads 
the popular off-road cycle 

club ‘Cyclenix’. During this interview, Megan was taking 
a break training a large group of instructors from Mexico, 
France and Italy at Kibbutz Sdot Yam.

What is Krav Maga?
While Krav Maga  (Hebrew: קרב מגע "contact combat") 

consists of a wide combination of fighting techniques 
sourced from boxing, savate, Muay Thai, Wing Chun, Judo, 
jiu-jitsu, wrestling, and grappling,  Megan maintains “it 
is not a martial art but a system of defence that is based 

continued on next page

on the natural instinct of self-preservation.” Unlike mar-
tial arts, “Krav Maga is not about aggression but threat 
neutralisation.” For this reason the mind and possibly the 
mouth are critical.” If one can prevent an attack using ver-
bal means, “this is preferable and so the most important 
thing is being able to identify danger. One needs to be 
able to read the landscape to devise an instant strategy and 
this is where our training is so special. You need to see the 
problem BEFORE it becomes a problem.” 

Megan who tours the world with her GIT (Global 
Instructor Team) is the only woman in the group. She is 
a member of IKMF (International Krav Maga Federation) 
which is active in 40 countries worldwide.

Genesis
Megan explains the origin of Krav Maga. “It was de-

rived from the street-fighting skills of a Slovakian Imi 
Lichtenfeld, who made use of his training as a boxer and 
wrestler  as a means of defending the Jewish quarter in 
Bratislava against attacks from anti-Semitic fascists during 
the 1930s.” Realising that even aggressive sport had “little 
in common with real combat, he began developing a sys-
tem of techniques for practical self-defense in life threat-
ening situations.”

Following Lichtenfeld’s immigration to Palestine in the 
late 1940s, “he began providing lessons in combat training 

to what was to become 
the IDF and went on to 
develop the system that 
became known as Krav 
Maga.” It has since been 
refined for civilian, police 
and military applications.

Megan says it’s impor-
tant for people of all ages 
to know how to protect 
themselves, “particular-
ly young children and 
women.” 

With this mind, Megan 
will be visiting her vio-
lent-torn native South 
Africa later this year to 
give training. •

Poster boy. Zak Hilon of 
Ra’anana, wowing Israeli 
audiences with all  the old 
favourites after a long stint 
in Las Vegas

Top Gun.  Megan Cohen is World’s 
Women no 1 in Krav Mega

Threat Neutralization. Megan Cohen 
is putting a student through the paces.
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were totally cut off from the outside world.” Needing to 
find out what was happening – “particularly whether the 
British had evacuated and whether Ben Gurion had or was 
going to declare independence or not” – our command-
er, Elisha Linder, instructed Holocaust survivor, Leopard 
Mahler to sneak into town and return “with hard news.”

A grand-nephew of the famous composer Gustav Mahler, 
“Leopard never went anywhere without his grey knap-
sack from which the neck of his violin protruded.” He 
had been a violinist with the Berlin Philharmonic until 
the Nuremberg Race Laws dispensed with his services. 
Surviving Auschwitz, he tried unsuccessfully to obtain visas 
to join the Chicago Philharmonic and later the Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra, and reluctantly settled for an open-
ing in the Palestine Philharmonic in Tel Aviv. “When he 

People

Changing 
of the Guard

Despite the reign of rockets 
from Gaza, Beth Protea had 
one of its best attended AGMs 
in years in July. It was clear-
ly pride in the SA communi-
ty’s ‘Jewel in the Crown’ and 
also “a show of solidarity”, ex-
pressed outgoing Chairman 
Isaac Lipshitz who has over-
seen Beth Protea enjoying “A 
Full House” and he was not re-
ferring to a poker game.

His successful tenure was most certainly ‘on the cards’ 
with the dedication and commitment “of my team,” ex-
pressed Isaac. 

Taking over from Isaac is Dr. Gail Loon-Lustig, a spe-
cialist in family and geriatric medicine and who has served 
on the BP Directorate for many years. She brings to her 
chairmanship not only a solid medical background but 
compassion. A graduate of UCT’s School of Medicine, 
she is the Israeli representative of her Class of 75 that es-
tablished as part of “giving back to South Africa” a health 
clinic in the township of Masiphunele, near Fishhoek, 
which in Xhosa means: ‘We will succeed.” 

We have no doubt that Beth Protea under Gail’s 
Chairmanship will continue “to succeed”. •

continued on next page

finally got his Australian visa, Jerusalem was already under 
siege and the poor fellow tried to get out to Tel Aviv on 
a convoy, but it was ambushed and he had to return to 
embattled Jerusalem.”

Being a violinist and the obvious concern about protect-
ing his hands, “we were happy that instead of joining us 
digging trenches in the rock-hard earth, he should be the 
one to go into town and fish for information.”

He came back close to midnight shortly after there had 
been a lengthy exchange of fire, crying “I have news.” He 
related that the British had evacuated the country and that 
the Jews were in control of ‘Bevingrad’ -   Substantiating 
his claim, he opened his coat to display a Union Jack 
tied to his waste. “He then began pulling from his bulg-
ing pockets forgotten luxuries – Kraft cheese, Mars Bars,  

Cadbury chocolate, and a bottle of wine, all 
compliments from the abandoned officer’s mess 
in ‘Bevingrad’ (Nickname of the British securi-
ty zone in Jerusalem). And then, from his knap-
sack, came out cans of peaches, jars of Ovaltine 
and a bottle of Carmel wine.” 

But most important was the news “Ben-Gurion 
had declared independence that afternoon, and 
that the Jewish state would come into being at 
midnight.”

There was dead silence; midnight was only min-
utes away.

“Hey, Mahler!” shouted Elisha Linder, cutting 
through the excitement, “Our new state – what’s 
its name?”

All Smiles. Beth Protea has a woman and doctor as 
Chairman in Dr.Gail Loon-Lustig (l) who takes over from 

Isaac Lipshitz (r) who remains on as Vice Chairman

Israel’s First Shabbat
Embedded in the 

very nerve center of 
political power for over 
four decades, Yehuda 
Avner experienced 
close-up pivotal mo-
ments in Israel’s his-
tory and has chroni-
cled it all in a bestseller 
‘The Prime Ministers 
- an intimate narrative 
of Israeli leadership’. 

In 2013, invited by 
the Chief Rabbi of 
South Africa Warren 
Goldstein, Avner ad-
dressed over 4000 par-
ticipants at the Sinai Indaba II conference. One of the is-
sues he spoke about was his first Shabbat in Israel which 
he related in an interview with Telfed Magazine.

The 14th of May 1948 was a Friday and unbearably hot. 
“For three consecutive sun-grilled days and restless nights,” 
Yehuda and his 25 comrades, armed with pickaxes, shov-
els and a dozen WWI Lee Enfield rifles, had been fortify-
ing a narrow sector of Jerusalem’s Western front, overlook-
ing the Arab village of Ein Karem. They had heard rumors 
that an Arab offensive would be launched that night from 
Ein Kerem, joined by Iraqi irregulars and a Jordanian bri-
gade. However, “with no field phone, not even a radio, we 

Touching Moment. Yehuda Avner and the 
President of Egypt Anwar Sadat, join hands 

in putting pen to paper during a summit 
meeting in Ismaila, Egypt in December 1977.

A Fair Exchange.  Yehuda Avner (l) is seen 
here presenting his latest book to Harris 

Green , Treasurer of Telfed, who in turn hands 
to him the latest Telfed Magazine.



38 39

The violinist didn’t have a clue. “I didn’t think to ask,” 
he said.

“How about Yehuda? suggested someone. “After all, King 
David’s kingdom was called Yehuda – Judea.”

“Zion,” cried another. “It’s an obvious choice.”

People
“Israel!” called a third, “What’s wrong with Israel?”

Filling a mug to the brim with the wine, Elisha set-
tled it with, “A l’’chaim to our new State, whatever 
its name.” But before the wine touched the lips, a 
Hassid whom we all knew as ‘Reb Nusesen de chaz-
zan’ (he was a cantor by calling), shouted “Wait,” 
It’s Shabbos. Let’s make Kiddush first.”

“That was a Kiddush I shall never forget,” says 
Yehuda whimsically, and added, “Next day we were 
relieved to rest up and we went into town where 
masses of Jews were dancing the Horah in the court-
yard of the Jewish Agency building. Someone was 
playing a banjo while another a harmonica and be-
fore not too long Mahler took out his violin and 
joined in with Hava Nagila. “Picking up the beat, 
he began reworking it into a widely spiraling varia-

tions, his notes fluttering this way and that, improv-
isation upon improvisation, as if a man and instru-
ment were rediscovering each other in shared pleasure 

after a long separation.”
What they were celebrating had been “a long separa-

tion”. This was the uplifting feeling of independence after 
2000 years. •

Tense Times .  After meeting with President Car ter, Yehuda Avner (left) joined Prime Minister 
Begin (center) on a visit to the UN where Begin is seen pointing on a map, the areas of tension on 

the Lebanese - Israel border to UN Secretar y General Kur t Waldheim.

Mind Games
While the subject matter was understandably unsettling – ‘The War 

of Words Against Israel and the Fight Back’, the packed audience at the 
Truth be Told (TbT) event at Beth Protea heard from one inspiration-
al speaker after another that however intense and unrelenting the ver-
bal onslaught to demonise and delegitimize the State of Israel, the fight 
back is in ‘high gear’. Young Israeli ‘combatants’ in this counter-attack 
are the Ethiopian students from the IDC Herzliya who spoke on their 
visit to South Africa during the notorious Israel Apartheid Week (IAW) 
in March. “Students there know so little about Israel and the situation 
here, so if you confront them with the truth, we can as we did - changed 
mindsets,” said Ethiopian student Rivka Avera.

“It will be a long road ahead,” expressed the keynote speaker, former 
MK Dr. Einat Wilf, 
“maybe up to 20 years 
and make no mistake, 
this war of words is a 
war and it’s a war we 
shall win.”

Realizing Israel can-
not be defeated militar-
ily, “they have shifted 
their resources to at-
tack the very ‘IDEA’ 
of Israel,” said Wilf. 

Before there was a 
strong Israel with a 
powerful army and a 

resilient economy – “there was the IDEA of Israel that willed the State of 
Israel into being. This is Zionism and this is our strength and the aim of 
our enemies is to so morally malign the “IDEA” that the physical mani-
festation – State of Israel – will one day tumble.”

 The message of the evening and events that have played out since then 
is that this is ‘NEVER GOING TO HAPPEN.’•

What’s the Score?
Tune In...

What did you most miss about leaving South Africa? Different people give different answers – 
Clifton Beach, holidays in ‘Plett’, the people, Yiddishkeit, the ‘lekker’ boerewors and biltong and 
for most of the blokes, “the SPORT.” 

Well, if sport was an issue - and for the most part, the majority of folk 
had watched from sitting room armchairs than hard stadium benches - 
your rugby and cricket is now available in Israel from that same com-
fortable position!

One of Telfed Magazine’s longstanding advertisers, Meir Levmore, al-
though an American, tapped into this insatiable need of Southern Africans 

continued on next page

Apartheid Myth Busters .  IDC Herzliya students  Meytal Zauda (l) 
and  Rivka Avera  (r) are seen here at Beth Protea with TbT’s Stuar t 

Palmer and IDC’s International School head, Jonathan Davis.



40 41

What you do is your 
business.

If you want people 
to know about it, its 

OUR business.
Why not take a Classified Advert? For 
only NIS 200 you will reach the entire 
Southern African community in Israel. 
If you take a contract for four issues, 

you will receive a 15% discount. on the 
package.  

Please contact David Kaplan at  09-
7672404, 050-7432361 or email: 

hildav@netvision.net.il

Counselling
Improve relationships - marital, family 
and individual counselling. Trauma de-
briefing. Loss and grief work. Building 
self-esteem and teaching social and 
problem-solving skills for teens. Jackie 
Galgut (054) 9762513. (Counselling 
social worker)

Sewing Machines
Repairs on all makes of sewing machines 
and overlockers. Big discounts on new ma-
chine prices. Trade-ins accepted. Used ma-
chines bought and sold. Free advice and 
help gladly given. Jock Kahn (09) 7741568, 
(052)4672113 

Therapy
Fiona Shlakman. BSW. Johannesburg 
& New York. Experienced social work 
therapist. Individual therapy for ado-
lescents and adults. Specializing in ad-
diction, depression, grief and loss, 
ADHD, self-harm, sexual identi-
ty, relationship issues, divorce adjust-
ment, geriatric and aged parents issues. 
Raanana.0543395696

We Want
Any China, household goods, tableware, sil-
ver plate, glassware, bric-a-brac or small fur-
niture that you can live without? Or moving 
house? We’ll make you an offer you can live 
with. Call Sol or Lorraine, Gallery Lauren, 
83 Sokolov Street, Ramat Hasharon. Tel. 
(03)540-9481.

Accommodation
Holiday Apts,  Ra’anana, Herzliya 
Pituach, Jerusalem and Netanya, web-
site www.rentisrael.com , info@rentisra-
el.com (050)711-7967 voip (416)630-
9639 skype caryfox1

Holiday Apartments - Ra’anana: modern, 
central, fully-furnished and equipped. 
Sleeps 6/8, 2 bathrooms, central air-
conditioning. Short-term rentals avail-
able. Contact Ralph: (054)429-1455/6, 
(09)749-3399, Not Shabbat.

B & B in Centre of Ra’anana Double 
Room + own bathroom in lovely apart-
ment. Tel: (077)210-3230, (052)676-
5517.  annhlevin@hotmail.com

Accommodation to let in Ra’anana: 
3-roomed holiday apartment, furnished, 
including use of gym and pool, short or 
long term. (050)792-4473.

Haifa- Mercaz HaCarmel. Available for 
reasonable rent during holiday period 
from 15th - 29th Sept. 2 ½ rooms in 
charming home on 1st floor with huge 
balcony overlooking the mountainside. 
A 5 min. walk from cafes and cinematec. 
It is conveniently situated across the road 
from a Health club and swimming pool 
.Please contact Audrey Gil gil.aud@gmail.
com M: 972-525-312473

Antique Clock Repairs
Antique Clock Repairs: I repair and 
make new parts for your old or antique 
clock. I am a specialist in this field! 
Countrywide Service. I also buy and sell 
classic and unique clocks. Susan (09)772-
9222, (052)243-0040.

Classifieuds

Catering
Fonda’s Catering - catering for all oc-
casions. Offering certified Kosher cater-
ing from Fonda’s at Meatland for all your 
catering needs from Britot to Weddings. 
For further information, contact Nicky 
052-8488678.

Computer
Israel’s PC doctor, complete PC, 
Network, & Internet Support – House 
calls day or night; Expertly solving all com-
puter problems; repairs, sales, upgrades 
& instruction, Microsoft & CompTIA 
Certified; 21 years experience.  Free con-
sultations & advice.  Remote & Onsite 
Support. References available–see website. 
Contact Beau: (054)772-6239, beau1@
techie.com; www.israelpcdoctor.com 

All classified advertisements have to 
be paid in advance of publication. For 

payment by Credit Card, please contact 
Dafna Rosenfeld at  Telfed Magazine 

Accounts: 09-7907808

in Israel, “that were missing their rugby and cricket. I 
hardly knew about these sports years ago; today I know 
all about rucks, mauls and scrums and even now under-
stand why people get excited when somebody scores a cen-

tury in cricket, even if it took him 
two days to get it and needed to be 
plied with cups of tea along the way.” 

Meir has been providing sport chan-
nels amongst his vast comprehensive 
package (including hundreds of en-
tertainment and movie channels), 
particularly catering to the Southern 
African market, “so that no olim will 
miss their favourite sport in Israel.”

Switching Channels
Offering his vast array of channels 

through streaming – works through the computer so no 
longer any need for erecting dishes on the roof – “we offer 
numerous sport channels, which include four Sky Sport 
channels, dedicated cricket and tennis channels and many 
others that cover most of the rugby, cricket, tennis and 
of course football.” It also means that when there is ten-
nis at Wimbledon or Roland Garros, there will be more 
channels covering different games “and so you have the 
option to choose what matches to watch.”

In Heaven
One happy customer is Alan Gadd of Karmei Yosef, near 

Rechovot. “Well, I must tell you having these channels,” 
says Alan, “it’s like never having left South Africa.” Alan, 
who was mayor of Johannesburg from 1983 to 1984, re-
mains no less passionate about rugby in Israel. “In fact, 
before I was mayor, I was the Council Representative on 
rebuilding the new Ellis Park Stadium with the late Louis 
Luyt which opened in 1985. Rugby has always been in 
my blood, so to watch on my TV the Springboks play 
the All Blacks or the Wallabies is heaven. “

While Alan no longer sits together with the likes of 
rugby giants Jannie le Roux or Danie Craven, “today, I 
sit in my lounge with my local South African buddies.”

While revealing that the next thing he most missed after 
rugby was Muizenburg which no TV could provide sat-
isfaction, “at least with rugby I have found a solution.”

If you too are missing your South African sport, “you 
don’t have to,” says Meir.

Missing sport or looking for more entertainment channels, contact Meir 
Levmore at 050-7207010 or email meir@itvsat.com •

Telfed chairman Dave Bloom, members of 
the Directorate, Executive Council and all staff 

express heartfelt condolences to families whose 
loved ones (listed below) have passed away in 

recent months:

In Memoriam

Archie Isaacson (Ra’anana)
Bella Jellin (Beit Shemesh)
Bella Saperstein (USA)
Cecil Abramson (Netanya)
Charles Silver (Ra’anana)
Dave Amdur (Ramat Hasharon)
Freda Gordon (Cape Town)
Leon Rosenberg (Caesaria)
Michelle Kibel (Eilat)
Muriel Chesler (Herzlia)
Olga Rifkind (Shluchot)
Pearl Kaplan (Herzlia)
Ray Ehrenberg (Orot)
Tessa Geffen (Ra’anana)

What’s the Score?.......continued  from page 39

Telfed’s Chairman Dave Bloom, members of the Directorate, 
Exco and staff express heartfelt condolences to Telfed’s former 
Chairman, Maish Isaacson and his family on the passing of his 
beloved father, Archie.

Telfed Media Committee expresses heartfelt condolences to 
Becky Rowe, former editor and present designer of Telfed 
Magazine, on the sad passing of her father, Peter Rowe in 
the USA.

Telfed mourns the passing of Izzy Wolman, a former 
longstanding director of the Western Province Zionist Council,  a 
strong supporter of Telfed’s charitable funds, and a recipient of 

the WZO’s (World Zionist Organisation) 
prestigious ‘Jerusalem Prize’. Former 
Telfed Chairman, David Kaplan recalls 
the “the sterling support” he gave to the 
Telfed initiative of establishing the Israel 
Centre in  South Africa. “As a teenager,” 
continues David, “I still remember the 

riveting address he made at the Claremont synagogue on the 
second day of the Six Day War. An outstanding orator, he had this 
ability to move people.”  His legacy is as such that he “will still 
continue to move people.”

Meir Levmore displaying the 
devices for “easing Aliyah”.


