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THE GREAT DEBATE …
It’s not often that politicians come to you instead of you running after them. 
However, that is exactly what happened at Beth Protea in February when seven 
aspiring Members to the 20th Knesset participated in a riveting pre-election 
panel debate on issues ranging from the peace process, economy, housing, 
Israel’s minorities, the Iran threat and the relationship with the USA. Organised 
by Truth be Told (TbT) and Beth Protea, and moderated by David Kaplan, the 
parties that participated were Likud, Zionist Union, Kulanu, Yesh Atid, Yisrael 
Beyteinu, Meretz and Bayit Yehudi. Unlike the fracas of the election debate the 
same night on TV, the Beth Protea debate on the other hand was orderly with all 
the parties engaging each other in a respectful manner. 

In this way, the packed audience of Beth Protea residence and members of 
the public were treated to an open and honest insight into the party’s policies 
and positions on issues. Before the debate got under way, Beth Protea resident 
Maurice Ostroff received two awards - from both TbT and Telfed - for his 
contribution to Public Diplomacy. 

PURIM …
Purim saw The Wild West come to 
Beth Protea as residents and staff 
donned costumes  ranging from 
gunslingers, Indian chiefs, Indian 
squaws to those fine ‘ladies of comfort’ 
as they entered the Beth Protea Saloon.

There were enough stiff-necked 
sheriffs totting their guns and flashing 
their badges to prevent any bar-room 
brawling or throwing of their oznei 
haman following the tightly contested 
best costume prize-giving. Good thing 
the saloon served tea & coffee instead 
of Bourbon!!!

MauriceOstroff & Knesset Member Nachman Shai
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“Muscular   
   Zionism”

Stepping off the stage at the TbT-
Beth Protea pre-Election Panel 

Debate, one of the aspiring mem-
bers for the 20th Knesset expressed 
with emotion, “Wow, you guys sang 
Hatikvah. Amazing!”

There was nothing amazing about 
it for this English-speaking - main-
ly Southern African audience - who, 
despite their divergent political views, 
are fiercely nationalistic and proud to 
call themselves Zionists.

Today however, ‘Blue & White’ are 
hardly ‘neutral colours’. There is scarcely 
a word in the English language so em-
braced by so many Jews worldwide and 
yet is so globally disparaged. From the 
high-profile venomous 1975 ‘Zionism 
= Racism Resolution’ in the General 
Assembly of the UN, it has been one 
unrelenting assault, not only on the 
physical state of Israel but on its ide-
ological foundation. Initially embla-
zoned at the first Zionist Conference 
in 1897, Zionism and its symbols - 
the Magen David flag and the national 
anthem - are under global assault like 
never before.

It is in this disturbing milieu that 
Telfed takes immense pride that its 
full name remains unchanged over the 
passage of time – the South African 
Zionist Federation (Israel). It is dis-
played on the cover of its magazine, 
website, newsletter, and all its station-
ery and if the folks from Hezbollah, 
Iran or Hamas wanted to place a clas-
sified advert in Telfed Magazine, 
they would have 
to make out their 
c h e q u e  t o  t h e 
S A ZF ( Isr ael ) , 
incorporating the 
word ‘ Zion ist ’. 
That is who we are,  
not only in name 
but in deed.

Telfed’s genesis was born in battle 

when it set up office to assist those 
volunteers from Southern Africa who 
during the War of Independence put 
their lives – studies, careers and mar-
riages - on hold to come and fight. 
A defining moment in Jewish histo-
ry, it was also a defining moment in 
Telfed’s trajectory. Ever since 1948, 
its doors have been open to champi-
on the Zionist cause by promoting 
Aliyah and assisting in Klitah where it 
provides solutions to housing, awards 
bursaries to young students, financial-
ly assists those in need, manages trusts 
that disburse income to medical and 
educational institutions in Israel, and 
provides a social framework for integra-
tion. During the very week that BDS 
(Boycotts Disinvestment & Sanctions) 
and its cohorts were hosting the Israel 
Apartheid Week (IAW) at univer-
sity campuses all over South Africa, 
Telfed CEO Dorron Kline was in 
South Africa attending the 2015 Aliya 
Expo and the 48th SAZF Conference. 
If BDS and the ANC Leadership 

Editorial

were proud to pa-
rade arch terrorist 
and airline hijacker 
Leila Kaled as their 
celebrated guest, 
the SAZF hosted the Chairman of 
the Jewish Agency Natan Sharansky, 
Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat, celebrat-
ed international jurist Irwin Cotler, 
2013 Entrepreneur of the Year Gadi 
Mazor and Israeli economist, politician 
and former President of BGU of the 
Negev, Avishai Braverman. Zionism, 
unlike its opponents, champions life 
and parades achievement.

In our Cover Story, we report on a re-
cent panel debate which the writer mod-
erated in Tel Aviv on ‘Contemporary 
Zionism & its Challenges’.  Despite the 
forces in play, Israel still strives to the 
biblical prophecy to be ‘a light unto 
the nations’ and Telfed takes pride in 
playing its part.

If at the dawn of modern Zionism, 
Max Nordau  coined the phrase 
“Muscular Zionism” paving the ‘track’ 
for the Maccabi sport movement, Telfed 
has since 1948 been flexing its muscles 
in its support of Israel.
As we celebrate during Pesach our 

freedom from bondage, we muse that 
thousands of years later, our pursuit 
for peace in our neck of the woods re-
mains  ‘a work in progress’.
In the meantime enjoy the chick-

en soup and matzah balls. As any 
Yiddisher mother would say, “It won’t 
do any harm!”
Betayavon and Chag Sameach,
David E. Kaplan. Editor

Telfed flexes its muscles

Special Appeal

Sport Shots 5

14

We know you enjoy 
Telfed Magazine. Please let us 

know by supporting it.

A subscription of NIS 80 or less 
will go a long way to cover 
the ever-increasing costs of 

publication and postage.

You also may want to consider 
an annual subscription as a 
GIFT for an overseas friend 

or relative. It is so easy – just 
fill in the enclosed flyer or call Debbie 

Friedman at Telfed (09)7907819
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Chairman’s Report

“We are 
immensely 
proud of Telfed’s 
contribution to 

education in Israel,” says  Telfed Vice Chair, Batya Shmukler.

Staff

De s p i t e  o n e 
c o l d  w i n t r y 

Wednesday evening 
in Februar y,  much 
warmth was g ener-
ated inside Beit Issie 
Shapiro’s packed audi-
torium where at a spe-
cial ceremony, Telfed 

honoured its volunteers.
Setting the tone for the evening was the re-

calling of the poignant words of Sir. Winston 
Churchill: “We make a living by what we get 
but we make a life by what we give.” 

There was not a Telfed volunteer who would 
disagree. 

“Telfed could hardly function without our 
team of dedicated volunteers who work tire-
lessly with no other motivation than to give of 
themselves and their skills in the service of oth-
ers,” expressed Telfed Chairman Dave Bloom.

Each year, the lives of over 17,000 individuals 
benefit from the services of Telfed - from re-
ceiving financial assistance, employment coun-
selling, a study bursary, help with a disabled 
or elderly family member, to renting a Telfed 
apartment at below market rates. None of these 
sterling services would be possible without “the 
Fed’s” network of volunteers spread all across 
the country. 

“It was no coincidence,” said Telfed CEO 
Dorron Kline that Telfed’s ‘Salute to Volunteers’ 
ceremony followed the day after the Jewish fes-
tivity of Tu B’Shvat  (birthday of the trees).  
“There is a strong parallel between the plant-
ing of trees and the work undertaken by our 

volunteers; for we toil at sowing and 
planting and on Tu B’Shvat we enjoy 
the fruits of our labour. Tonight we 
celebrate the fruits of our volunteers.” 

While Telfed’s Head of Volunteerism 
Netta Steiner Lebel spoke “of the cur-
rent societal trend of focusing on in-
dividual gratification rather than the 
collective good,” this was not the case 

with the Southern African community 
“where volunteerism is part of its DNA.”

Further addresses included Telfed Vice 
Chairperson Batya Shmukler and guest 

speaker Yoram Chagai Zacks, Chairman of the 
National Volunteering Council of Israel.

If hearing about the enriching work of the volun-
teers brought ‘music to our ears’, actual music was 
provided by the talented members of the Tlalim 
Programme, Mor Metro West High School and 
Ra’anana Music Centre. 

Four awards were given out of a total of 13 wor-
thy nominees who were all recognized with pres-
entations of certificates as well as beautiful posters 
designed by members of the Ethiopian communi-
ty in Hadera, a Telfed project. (See details for pur-
chasing these posters on page 7).

The awards were as follows:
Joint winners of the ‘Telfed Service Merit Award’ 

were Allan Feinblum and Joe Hallis.
“Allan Feinblum has been actively involved in 

communal affairs for over 40 years, including serving 
on the SA Zionist Youth Council.  He coordinat-
ed the raising of funds and building of King David 
(Sandton) in SA and served on the SA Board of 
Jewish Education.  He has been involved in almost 
every aspect of Telfed’s activities in the past decade, 
sitting on the Executive Council and Directorate.”

“Joe Hallis has been Chairman of Isrentco (The 
Israel Company for the Rental of Apartments to 
Olim) for the past 10 years and has played a piv-
otal role in the success of Telfed’s housing pro-
jects in Modi’in and Hadera.  In addition, he is a 
member of Telfed’s Executive Council, Investment 
Committee and Directorate.” 

Winner of the ‘Harry and Anita Alter Memorial 
Award’ was Tessa Lashansky. The other two nom-

Telfed
Salutes 

its 
Volu nteers

Volunteers

Allan Feinblum

“Here’s to all 

volunteers, those 

dedicated people 

who believe in all 

work and no pay,” 

expressed the 

famed comic writer 

Robert Orben. 

Never a truer word 

said in jest!

I sit down to write this 
report as preparations 

are in full swing for Pesach – a 
time of cleansing and ridding of 
chametz – both literally and fig-
uratively. Pesach is also one of 
the three harvest festivals and I 
am pleased to report that Telfed is seeing the ‘fruits 
of its labour’ in many different ways – very much the 
proceeds from the highly motivating ‘Telfed on the 
Move’ programme.

Our project to re-furbish, strengthen (against earth-
quakes) and add eight new duplex apartments in our 
Ra’anana building has officially been completed and 
we expect the first tenants to take occupancy after 
Pesach. Telfed’s portfolio of over 100 apartments for 
Olim is unique in Israel and serves two main purpos-
es.  It provides reasonably priced rental-apartments 
to Olim while at the same time contributes to Telfed’s  
operating budget as well as providing assistances and 
support to the needy.

In January we held a memorable Scholarship Award 
Ceremony for 400 recipients of Telfed scholarships. 
Telfed’s CEO Dorron Kline conducted the even-
ing’s proceedings which included greetings from 
Batya Shmukler, Chairperson of the Education and 
Scholarships Committee who in her moving address, 
reminded us of the inspiring words of Nelson Mandela:

 “Education is the most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the world.” 

In keeping with the harvesting of fruits - on Tu 
b’Shevat (February) our bi-annual Volunteer Award 
Ceremony was organised by our Volunteer Division 
headed by Netta Steiner Lebel. Telfed is blessed to 
have a cadre of wonderful and committed volunteers 
without which we could never achieve the wide range 
of services we provide. You can read a full report in 
this issue on our honoured volunteers. 

Last but by no means least – Telfed’s Volunteer 
Division launched a new volunteer and lay leader-
ship recruitment drive and a workshop with over 20 
highly motivated volunteers was held at the begin-
ning of March.  We recruited the professional servic-
es of a Communications Specialist - a new olah cha-
dasha from South Africa - Marissa Sarfati who did 
an outstanding job in challenging the volunteers to 
“think out of the box” and identify the gaps where 
Telfed can improve itself. “We expect a bountiful 
harvest from this crop,” said Netta.

On behalf of the Telfed Directorate, Executive 
Council, staff and volunteers I wish you a very 
happy and meaningful Pesach and may we all benefit 
from the cleansing process and the harvesting of our 
labour – both on a personal level and for the Southern 
African Community in Israel.

Dave Bloom, Chairman

Volunteers

Annette 
Milliner-

Giladi and 
Mel Cohen

Joe Hallis

Richard Shavei-Zion 
and wife Cheryl

Jeff Kaplan

Telfed Volunteer of the 
Year Award winner: 

Beryl Schmidt

Pamela Jankelowitz
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Municipality and she assisted Telfed in 
its 2014 fundraising campaign.”

Annette Milliner-Giladi is 
a member of the Telfed Executive 
Council and Board of Governors 
and served as Chairperson of 
Telfed’s Aliyah & Klitah and 
Aliyah Projects committees. She 
also worked with the late Judge 
Joseph Herbstein to establish 
Trust Funds administered by 
Telfed, for the benefit of univer-

sity students and those in need.  She is 
one of the few recipients of Telfed’s most 
prestigious Yakir Telfed Award (2012).”

“Leslie Henan provides weekly English 
lessons for adults from the Ethiopian 
community in the Maksam Centre in 
Hadera, prepares pupils at Alon High 
School in Ramat Ha’Sharon for their 
oral English matriculation examinations, 
volunteers once a week at the Feurstein 
Institute’s Kfar Saba branch, and teach-
es English to accident victims.  In addi-
tion, he runs a “current affairs group” at 
Beth Protea and works with a group of 
invalid youngsters in Kfar Shmaryahu.” 

“Jeffrey Kaplan undertakes photo-
graphic and video work for Maksam, 

Focus on Telfed
inees were Richard Shavei Tzion and 
Dr. Michael Adler.

“Tessa founded “Gemach Simchat 
Eliraz” which distributes clothes, bed-
ding, toys, household goods, small elec-
trical appliances and food. The “Gemach” 
also provides children with school neces-
sities and Chanukah gifts.”  

“Richard Shavei Tzion is the Director of 
Jerusalem’s Ramatayim Men’s Choir and serves 
as a Ba’al Tefillah in Israel and abroad.  A rec-
ognised poet and photographer, Richard is the 
author of the “Prayer for the Preservation of 
the Environment” which is read in synagogues 
around the world.”

“Michael Adler is a retired Orthopaedic 
Surgeon who founded Technology Travel Group 
(TTG), which has over 500 members. Through 
his organised tours, Michael promotes great-
er awareness of Israel’s superlative technologi-
cal achievements.”

Joint winners of the 
Blanche and Archie 
Is a acs on  Memor i a l 
Award  were  Joshua 
B r o o k  a n d  A r i e l 
Aronowitz. “Joshua, who 
made Aliyah in 2011, vol-
unteers for the Bnei Akiva 
Youth Movement and the 
“Lone Soldiers Centre in 
memory of Michael Levin.” 

Fifteen year-old Ariel who made Aliyah in 
2011 and attends the Bnei Akiva Yeshiva in 
Modiin, volunteers as a fireman in Lod.

Recipient of Telfed’s ‘Volunteer of the Year 
Award’ was Beryl Schmidt. The other nom-
inees were Charlotte Wiener, Issy Kramer, 
Jeffrey Kaplan, Leslie Henan and Annette 
Milliner-Giladi.

“Beryl Schmidt, who is the Chairperson of 
the Telfed Rishon Le’Zion 
Regional Committee, tire-
less ly  org anises  so cia l 
events and functions. She 
is also a member of the 
English speaking coun-
cil of the Rishon Le’Zion 

TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community Initiative) and 
Telfed. He provides technical support for the TECI 
p o s t e r  p r o - gramme and website, and assem-

bled computers from various do-
nors for Maksam.”

“Issy Kramer initiated and 
leads weekly English lessons for adults from 

the Ethiopian community in the Maksam Centre, 
Hadera.  He develops the syllabus and creates study 
materials.” 

“Chairperson of the Telfed Netanya Regional 
Committee, Charlotte Wiener is the social secretary 
of AWIS - the English branch of the “Association for 
the Welfare of Israeli soldiers” and sits on the com-
mittee of the “Maon” in Netanya - a centre for peo-
ple with physical disabilities.  Charlotte is also a con-
vener of the annual 120 Club function.”

Awards were also given to Telfed’s dedicated office 
volunteers. “Few realize how much of the day-to-day 
behind the scenes office work at Telfed is actually per-
formed by volunteers who are a vital source of support 
to our staff and without whose help we could not man-
age our work nearly as well,” said Dorron. Those rec-
ognised in this regard were Gordon Bloch, Felicia 
Levin, Dave Levin, Gaby Haimovitz, Sharon Epstein, 
Rosaline Bak, Leon Blum, Pamela Jankelowitz and 
Helene Cohen.

They say, “If you want to touch the past, touch a 
rock.  If you want to touch the present, touch a flower.  
If you want to touch the future, touch a life.” Telfed’s 
volunteers are “touching the lives”! 

Posters can be bought from the Telfed office (or through the website – 
the link is http://www.telfed.org.il/posters).  All proceeds are designated 
to the Telfed Ethiopian Community Fund which supports initiatives in the 

Ethiopian community. •

Changing the World 
By Debbie Friedman

Over four hundred students accompanied by proud 
members of their families, Telfed staff, volunteers and 
well-wishers from the public gathered in January at the 
Meyerhoff Auditorium in the ZOA building in Tel 
Aviv for the 2015 Telfed Bursary Ceremony.  The 
atmosphere at the reception was buzzing as students 
arrived to receive the bursaries that will allow them to 
achieve their dreams of studying their desired subjects 
and building themselves a bright future.

“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to change 
the world,” quoted Batya Shmukler, 
Chairperson of the Education and 
Scholarships Committee, from Nelson 
Mandela in opening her address. “Our 
future as a flourishing and productive 
society lies in the hands of these young 
students and Telfed is proud and ex-
cited to offer this great gift to the key-
holders of our future.”

Some of the bursary recipients were 
enrolled in the Telfed PRAS Student 
Mentoring Programme - a hugely popu-
lar programme which represents a unique 
approach by offering financial assistance 
to students who contribute 94 hours of 
community service per academic year. 
“The impact these students have on our 
community and on the wider Israeli so-

Special thanks
Special thanks to the sponsors of the evening: Maish & 

Jocelyn Isaacson in memory of Blanche and Archie Isaacson 
and Darryl & Diane Alter in memory of Harry and Anita 
Alter as well as Beit Issie Shapiro for the use of their hall.
We’d also like to thank our outstanding caterer for the 
night, Tomer Catering Chutz. 

Netta Steiner 
Lebel, (Head of 
Volunteerism), 
with Ros Bak 
(Office Volunteer).

Volunteers

Volunteers

Joshua Brook

Dr. Michael Adler

Charlotte Wiener

Dave Levin

Leon Blum with wife Brenda

Leslie Henan with his wife Brenda

Maish Isaacson 
with Ariel 

Aronowitz.

RS
Law Office

We act in:
All Civil Law,
Real Estate,
Contracts,

Trusts, Wills,
Inheritance,
Litigation

ADV Boaz Rabin
054-4819624

ADV Haim Shalom
054-2042222

Office +972 3 624 1818
Fax +972 3 624 1798

65 Yigal Alon Street
PO Box 20395, Tel Aviv 61203

Gordon Bloch

Issy Kramer

Gabi Haimovitz and wife Freda

Gordon Bloch

 Tessa Lashansky

Felicia Levin and Nava Lapid
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Johannesburg
AURBACH,  SHLOMTZION
DAYAN,  ROBYN,  JOTHA
KAMPEL,  RICHARD
KASIMOV,  BRONWYN
RABIN,  ADAM
BLECHER,  SASHA
WEARE,  STACY, GARETH,  ASHLEY
FRIEDMAN,  JULIA
AZARAF,  DAVID
GOLDBLUM,  SHIRA
FRAME,  EMMA
ACKERMAN,  RENEE
NURANSKY,  GREGORY & BATYA,  
 AYELET,  YEHUDA,  NOA,  MIRIAM
JACOBSON,  PAUL & GINA,  ARON,   FAITH
RUTSTEIN,  TRUDY & LERON,  SHAYNA,  
 GABRIELLA,  ESTHER,  DANYA

Cape Town
SNAPE ,   MICHAEL
KROOK,  JONATHAN

N ew Arrivals

Stacy, Gareth and Ashley Weare

Lior Levy

Devorah 
Friedman

Sasha Blecher

ciety is huge,” said Batya. “Some act as big brothers or sisters 
to Oleh children who are struggling to acclimatize or to speak 
Hebrew, others help family members with special needs or dis-
abilities, whilst others volunteer in absorption centres - help-
ing olim from disadvantaged backgrounds.” 

The ceremony was attended by Dan Eli, Director of the 
Netanya and Sharon region Ministry of Absorption and by Dina 
Turevsky, Head of Youth Absorption Programmes in the Jewish 
Agency, both of whom addressed the students.

Finding traction  with the students, the guest lecturer and spon-
sor of the evening, Zvi Stepak from the Meitav Dash Investment 
House spoke inspiringly on “Preparing yourself for financial in-
dependence after university.”

Chenli Pinchevsky, a young student of South African origin 
and a recipient of a Telfed student bursary spoke about her life 
and experiences in Israel, as well as the impact Telfed has had 
on her life and that of her family. Chenli was one of the stu-
dent leaders at the IDC Herzliya who manned the “Situation 
Room” during 2014’s Operation Protective Edge where 500 stu-
dents operating 24 hours a day, responded in multi-languages 
to the world media. 

This evening would not be possible without generous support, 
in particular from: The Graham and Rhona Beck Foundation 
- Israel, The Doone SA Charity Foundation, The Stanley and 
Zea Lewis Family Foundation (Michael Lewis) and The Meyer 
Hirsch Goldschmidt Foundation (Channel Islands) and special 
thanks to Martin Goldstein, Chanan Dvorin, Gal Madmon 
and Dino Ben Tovim for their musical performances which 
added warmth and vibrancy to the evening. •

*
Days of War

Solidarity with th e South
In December, Telfed organized a Solidarity Tour to visit those 

areas in the south with sizeable Southern African commu-
nities who endured fifty days ‘Under Fire’ during 

Operation Protective Edge.
While during this war much of Israel’s civilian pop-

ulation lived under threat of rocket attack, for those 
much closer to the conflict, it was “a daily nightmare” 
– a common sentiment expressed by most local res-
idents. Telfed, who during the war kept in contact 
with members of the Southern African communi-
ty and arranged safer accommodation for those re-
questing it, felt in its aftermath “the need to head 
south and personally meet with our regional com-
munities,” said Dave Bloom, Chairman of Telfed.

The first stop was Timorim, a moshav (initially a kibbutz in 

the Galilee) established by members 
of the South African Bnei Zion youth 
movement in 1947. Founding members 
Frankie and Rochie Meyers revealed that 
during Operation Protective Edge “we 
were in our safe room when we heard this 
loud thud; not an explosion. After the 
all-clear, we discovered an unexploded 
Grad rocket had dug 
a four meter hole in 
our garden. The sap-
pers decided that in-
stead of exploding it 
they would cover it 
with concrete,” a stark 

daily reminder of the saying: 
 “There, but for the grace of G-d go I.” 
The next stop was Barzilai Hospital in 

Ashkelon where the group was addressed 
by its Deputy Director Dr. Ron Lobel, 
who spoke of how the hospital had pre-
pared “for a mass-casualty event.” 

When it became apparent hostilities 
were imminent, “half of our 500 patients 
were sent either home or to other hos-
pitals, in order to make available beds 
for wounded soldiers and to treat thou-
sands of civilians suffering from shock,” 

FREE shipping and insurance
when consigning to us - T’s & C’s apply
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Online bidding managed by ATG Media SA through www.the-saleroom.com  Europe’s leading portal for live art and antiques auctions.

Dr. Les Glassman
International Consultant
Cell: +972 (0) 525522438
Email: lesglassman@gmail.com

CONSIGN TODAY

Peter Clarke
(South African 1929-2014)

AFRICAN PASTORAL
gouache on card

Sold R737 000, Feb 2015

Books | Maps | Paintings | Sculptures | Collectable Cars | Carpets | Clocks | Glass | Furniture | Ceramics 
Vintage Fashion | Silver | Watches | Jewellery | Photography | Tribal Art

Johannesburg
Auction House | 4th Floor | South Tower | Nelson Mandela Square 

Cnr Maude  & 5th Streets | Sandton | 2196

 011 880 3125 | jhb@stephanwelzandco.co.za

Stephan Welz & Co STUDIO | Shop L38 | Nelson Mandela Square

Cnr Maude  & 5th Streets | Sandton | 2196

011 026 6567 | 011 026 6586

Cape Town
The Great Cellar | Alphen Estate | Alphen Drive | Constantia 

021 794 6461 | ct@stephanwelzandco.co.za

www.stephanwelzandco.co.za

STUDIO OPENING TIMES:
Monday - Saturday: 10h00 - 18h00  Sunday: 10h00 - 16h00

Julia Friedman

Shlomzion Aubauch 
and her husband.

continued on next page

We ain’t Moving. 
Defying wave after wave 

of rocket attacks, this res-
olute Southern African 

community from Timorim 
waves farewell to their 

Telfed visitors.

Michael Snape
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Noticeboard
Good news!!

Now you can pay for 
your Telfed Magazine 

subscription via the well-
known and trusted online 

payment system PayPal. You 
can pay by regular credit 

card (Visa, Mastercard, 
Amex) or via your Paypal 
account. It is simple, quick 

and secure – go to  telfed.org.
il/donor for details.

Telfed is pleased to be cooperating 
with

MICHAL MERTEN

who specializes in

Career Transition, Personal 
Branding and Career 

Management and Leverage
Through Telfed, new olim in their 

first year in Israel are offered a 
meeting with Michal at Telfed’s 

expense.

Contact Sharon 09–7907 801 for 
more information,

or write to: 

sharon@telfed.org.il

    SPECIAL PESACH AIRFARES AND DEALS 
South Africa: $999 (incl. taxes)

New York: $1099 (incl. taxes)

Warsaw : $499 (incl. taxes)

PACKAGES to CYPRUS: 3 nights from €444 per person (flight/hotel)

FLY/DRIVE/HOTEL PACKAGES to BLACK FOREST: 
                                                           7 days from €610 per person (min 4)

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS on all CRUISES to EUROPE and USA

12 Kikar Haatzmaut, Netanya; Tel: 09-8607000, Fax 09-8620719

For Your Travel 
Requirements, 

Wherever, 
Whenever...
Call Hilary 

Kaplan:  
09-7672404 

050-5372522 
hildav@netvision.net.il

Check our 
website: 

www.shakedtours.co.il
or contact: 

NIEL BOBROV 
at 

Shaked Tours 
09-8607001

niel@shakedtours.co.il

revealed Dr. Lobel. Sadly, many of these 
beds were soon occupied. 

An indication of the macabre circum-
stances the hospital had to work under 
was that “every ambulance coming into 
our hospital had to be checked for sui-
cide bombers.” Dr Lobel reminded the 
group of the case of 21 year-old Wafa 
Samir Ibrahim al-Biss from Gaza. As a 
teenager, Wafa had been a patient for 
many years at Soroka Medical Center 
in Beersheva suffering with severe burn 
injuries caused by a domestic gas acci-
dent and was then later arrested at the 

continued on next page

Eretz crossing with an explosives belt 
tied to her body.

Wafa admitted under questioning that 
she had been dispatched as a suicide 
bomber by the Fatah al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigade based in the northern Gaza 
Strip and that she was to use her person-
al medical authorization documents, to 
gain easy entry into Israel. She revealed 
that she had been ordered to carry out 
a suicide attack in a crowded Israeli hos-
pital. “Apparently,” said Dr. Lobel, “her 

father had encouraged her to become a 
suicide bomber because she had little 
prospect of ever finding a husband with 
the severe burns on her body.” 

What came to everyone’s mind was 
Golda Meir’s comment that “peace will 
only come when the Arabs love their 
children more than they hate us.” 

Leaving Ashkelon from Afridar the 
City’s first suburb established in the 
early 1950’s as a SAZF-Telfed housing 
project “with its typically South African 

red tiled roofs”,  the bus moved on to 
Sde Nitsan.  “Nothing like home grown 
fruit,” says Ronnie Feldman, a partic-
ipant from Hod Hasharon who en-
joyed the mandarin oranges and slices 
of mango grown on the moshav. 

The group heard from former Southern 
African Ilan Isaacson on the psycholog-
ical fallout from the rockets, “causing 
many of the children to be traumatized 
and still unable to sleep through the 
night without medication.” 

Most disquieting was learning “that 
the thirteen terrorists appearing from 
an underground tunnel from Gaza and 
that precipitated the ground offensive was 
not far from here. This tunnel was one 

of 32 that were destroyed by the IDF.”
The last settlement the group visit-

ed was Talmei Yosef tucked in a cor-
ner where the borders of Israel, Gaza 
and Egypt meet.  Initially established in 
the Sinai Peninsula by former Southern 
Africans and relocated to its present loca-

Telfed’s own 
on-line magazine

www.telfed.org.il
Sign up for the bi-monthly Telfed email newsletter and visit the 

exciting Telfed Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/telfed

Telephones (direct)
•

050-5308104
•

(09)7715556
•

(09)7749016

24-hour 
express 
serviceAmnon Plumber

•	 Expert	in	locating	and	repairing	leaks

•	 Bathroom	renovations

•	 Installation	of	hot	water	boiler	systems	and	geysers

•	 Agreements	with	all	insurance	companies

tion after the peace treaty with Egypt, it 
was built before individual ‘Safe Rooms’ 
were mandatory. “This meant that we 
only have central underground shelters 
and have to run like crazy when we hear 
the Red Alert,” expressed local resident 

Florence Nightingales of Yore
Any South African trained nurses who are interested in getting together for a 
social gathering to catch up with their past, share stories and have a pleasant 
reunion of “old” and “new” colleagues, please 
contact Margie Goss – margieg@tauex.tau.ac.il 
Tel: 054 4540 525 or Channi Hurwitzcarelink21@
hotmail.com Tel: 052 4460 214

 Date, Time and Venue for the get together will 
be decided once we know what sort of response 
we have – hopefully there will be many Florence 
Nightingales who will rally to the call!!!

Looking forward to hearing from you,

Margie and Channi.

Dolphin Village
Special Offer for Telfed Readers (See 

inside front cover of this Telfed) subject to 
availability and not on holidays or July.

Voucher offers 20% discount on all 
weekday bookings.

On bookings of more than 1 night:

A free massage in the spa for 2.

A copy of this voucher & advert must be 
submitted to the Dolphin Village (Olive) 

head office.

Contact: 04-9531153, info@olivebb.com

BOEREWORS KING
Our secret is in the blending of 8  different 
spices from a recipe over 100 years old. Although 
not Kashrut, we only use kosher products.

contact: GREG MILNER 052-3273898
email: shirleyeric@013net.net

Telfed welcomes jobs for 
Southern Africans

We have many Southern Africans 

looking for work in a myriad of fields, 

from accountants to zoo keepers 

and everything in between! 

Please be in contact with 

Employment Advisor Sharon Bernstein if 
you can offer work to a fellow Southern 

African:

sharon@telfed.org.il or phone (09)7907 801

continued on next page
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Ivan Fleisch. “However, Yihiye Beseder 
(it will get better) as we have been as-
sured that forty homes will soon be re-
ceiving ‘Safe Rooms’.”

All thought it would only be truly 
“Yihiye Beseder” when there would be no 
need for bomb shelters and Israel’s neigh-
bours might try tapping into Isaiah and 
subscribing to his vision that man will 
“beat their swords into ploughshares.” 

Despite their hostile neighbours, “this 
area is heaven on earth,” continued Ivan, 
who revealed that “many of the children 
return as adults and buy homes on the 
Moshav.” Seeing all the thriving agricul-
ture in this fertile nook of the north-
western Negev, it was visibly evident, 
that these moshav folk were far more in-
terested in “ploughshares” than “swords”.

The tour concluded with the Telfed 
group sharing with the residents of 
Talmei Yosef the lighting of the 2nd can-
dle of Hanukah. It was an illuminating 
experience in more ways than one. •

Training Tomorrow’s 
Leaders

It was an idea, now it is reality. 
Seen here is the first group of twen-

ty teenagers from Beit Shemesh-Mateh 
Yehudah - selected from over seventy 
applicants - participating in the prestig-
ious Diller Teen Leadership Project. 
Concurrently, there are twenty teen-
agers in Johannesburg participating in 
the programme utilizing the acclaimed 

$629
	plus	taxes	&	security

Adults from

$619
+	taxes	&	
security

THINKING OF TRAVELLING?
Contact IAN WALDBAUM Tel. 09-7744235 day or night for efficient service and 

personal help in your home. Tickets will be delivered to you.

JOHANNESBURG
            Book Now for July, August and Rosh Hashana

• AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND AND FAR EAST FROM $1380
         • 3, 4 and 7-day CHaRTERS and paCkagES To gREEk ISLandS, RomE, CypRUS, maLTa, ITaLy,   
       PARIS, ATHENS, PRAGUE, BERLIN, AMSTERDAM, BARCELONA.

Cruises,  Cruises,  Cruises
SPECIAL DEALS TO EUROPE, CARIBBEAN AND ALASKA. 

TELL US yoUR pREfEREnCE and wE’LL fInd THE bEST pRICE.

AMERICA HERE WE COME!!!
          flights to new york from...

Book Early for July, August and Rosh Hashana to avoid disappointment

FOR THE BEST SERVICE CONTACT: IAN WALDBAUM

tel: 09-7744235; ianwald@gmail.com
foR bUSInESS, pLEaSURE oR EmERgEnCy, pHonE now

 fares do not  include airport, fuel or security taxes or registration fees. Subject to availability in class of ticket with respective airline on specific flights only.

CRUISES 
EaRLy bIRd 

discounts on all 
cruises. Alaska, 
Fjords, Europe, 
Mediterranean

Diller leadership syllabus and who will 
meet their Israeli counterparts in Israel 
in July for a joint 
seminar.

South Africa’s par-
ticipation follows a 
bold initiative by 
Telfed which had 
noted the inspir-
ing work the Helen 
Diller Foundation 
has achieved since 
1988 in training 
Jewish teens in 10th 
and 11th grade in the USA to 
become the future leaders in their com-
munities. The programme, which part-
ners the teenagers in American cities 
with teenagers in Israel, “begged the 
question: Why not extend it to South 
Africa,” explains Telfed CEO, Dorron 
Kline. “They agreed with such enthu-
siasm that we now hope to see the pro-
gramme expand soon to Cape Town 
and Australia.”

Says Telfed Chairman, Dave Bloom: 
“The Jewish communities in South Africa 
and Israel can look forward to these 
youngsters maturing to be its future 
leadership as they learn from their Diller 
coordinators and from each other.” •

The Great Dane
Pinchas Melchior retired in January 

after nearly 15 years as  Head of 
ISRENTCO, Telfed’s property manage-
ment company. At his farewell function, 

Joe Hallis, Chairman of ISRENTCO, 
said: “Working only four half days a 
week and managing over 100 apart-
ments - which included finding ten-
ants, drawing up lease agreements, deal-
ing with credit control and monitoring 
the maintenance of all the buildings - 
Pinchas was remarkable. Had Telfed’s 
properties been owned by a real estate 
company, it would probably have had 
two full time employees to accomplish 
what you did in your half-day schedule!” 

“I found it enriching 
work on a number of lev-
els,” Pinchas told Telfed 
Magazine. “Firstly, pro-
viding below-market rental 
housing for Olim is unique 
to Telfed. There is no other 
organisation in Israel that 
provides this wonderful 
service and secondly, to 
work in an environment 
like Telfed with its friend-

ly, compassionate staff was a treat.”
And how did this Dane who is the 

uncle of Rabbi Michael Melchior, the 
former member of Knesset and Minister 
of Diaspora Affairs, feel about working 
with Southern Africans?  

“Listen, we bought our first house from 
South Africans and our neighbours were 
mostly South Africans. In in our pre-
sent apartment we were once again sur-
rounded by wonderful South Africans. 
The shul in Ra’anana where I am a mem-
ber – Shivtei Yisrael – was started by 
South Africans and to crown it all, my 
son, Itai, is the Commercial attaché to 
the Israeli embassy in Johannesburg.”

Clearly, one can understand when 
Pinchas says, “I qualify to be an hon-
orary South African.” 

Taking over from Pinchas is Dafna 
Rosenfeld who has been at Telfed for 
a couple of years in the accounts de-
partment. •

Much to Chew on
It pro ved a lunch eon 

that pro vided much food 
for th ought. 

Building upon the close relation-
ship of more than two decades, 
Keren Beth Protea and Keren 
Telfed joined forces at a special in-
augural launch in January to raise 
funds for seniors in need.

Attended by members of the 
Southern African community and 
the lay leaders of both organizations, guests were 
treated to two outstanding guest speakers – former 
head of the Mossad Efraim Halevy and Jewish 
and Zionist educationalist, Avraham Infeld.

Funds raised through this 
joint initiative will contribute 
to provide support services for 
those senior members of the 
community that remain in their 
own homes, rather than move 
to a retirement home. Such ser-
vices include providing nour-
ishing meals, arranging medi-
cal appointments, overcoming 
bureaucratic problems, advice 
on financial benefits, provid-
ing financial assistance when 

necessary and regular support visits. 
If you would like to assist in providing relief to 
the elderly, please contact Barry Hack (bhack@
bethprotea.org.il 09-9585496) or Nikki Leviner 

(nikki@telfed.org.il 09 7907802).

Sumptuous Lunch at inspiring Launch. 
Toasting le’chaim to the project are 

(l-r) Rael Gordon, Michael Silver, Colin 
Schachat and Robby Hilkowitz

Training tomorrow’s Leaders. 
Gilad Spitalnik (Johannesburg 
coordinator), Mark Reisbaum 
(Director -Diller Philanthropic 
Engagement), Liat Raviv 
(Diller International), Yigal 
Sela(Director ZFA – Israel), 
Ginnette Searle (Director 
ZFA), Dorron Kline (CEO 
– Telfed), Yael Babi, (Beit 
Shemesh coordinator), Adam 
Weisberg; (Director -Diller 
Teen Initiatives).

Pinchas Melchior
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Sport Sh ot

“Sport is the best bridge,” says 
Israel Tennis Centers (ITC) 

coach, Ronen Moralli who spent 
two weeks in March 2014 coach-
ing tennis to children at the Arthur 
Ashe Stadium in Soweto. The peo-
ple he met there when he arrived 
“knew nothing about the Middle 
East,” but by the time he left, “Israel 
had more than 200 new supporters.” 
It all started with a phone call from 
Israeli Ambassador Arthur Lenk in 
Pretoria to Telfed who in turn con-
tacted Danny Gelley the CEO of the 
Israeli Tennis Center. The result has 
been a tennis love affair that follow-
ing the ITC’s “opening set” in South 
Africa last March, saw four young ten-
nis players between the ages of 11 and 
14 and their coach Moses Nthuping 
from the Arthur Ashe Tennis Club in 
Soweto spend two enriching weeks in 
Israel in January, guests of the ITC.

When Telfed Magazine editor visited 
the Ramat Hasharon Tennis Center 

to observe close-up the coaching and 
interview the young South African vis-
itors, he arrived during an on-court 
pep talk by Ronen: “I want good con-
trol and I want you to be fast on your 
legs. Do you understand?” 

“Yes coach,” the young voices of 
South Africa responded in animat-
ed unison. 

Mbali Langa is tall for her twelve 
years, but has a father who is a bas-
ketball player that “might explain my 
height,” she says with a giggle and an 

What is your dream? “To be No. 1.”
In South Africa?” “No, the world!”

Fancy Footwork
‘Number one’ in sightseeing “was 

definitely Jerusalem” particularly the 
snow fights. “It was such fun,” agreed 
both 12 year-olds Amukelani Mokone 
and Lesego Mokgoetsi. Both further 
agreed that most important for them 
was perfecting their footwork. 

“I must be ready when the ball comes 
to strike it right,” says Amukelani.

And if being in the right place at 
the right time ‘on court’, so it has 
applied ‘off court’ in bringing young 
South Africans and Israelis together.  
For 14 year-old Roi Schechter from 
Herzliya, it has been the first time he 
has practiced with kids from anoth-
er country; “and these South Africans 
are great. I’ve had such fun.” An im-
portant part of the project was or-
ganising for the young Sowetans to 
mix with Israelis at other tennis cen-
tres in Israel. “This interaction is im-
portant,” stressed Gelley.

At a time when Israel is feeling in-
creasingly isolated through the ven-
omous campaigning of BDS to del-
egitamise and demonise the Jewish 
state, “our donors were keen to help 
support this project,” says Gelley. 
Following on from Ronen’s two weeks 

at the Arthur Ashe Stadium last year 
“where he revolutionised coaching 
there, we worked tirelessly on arrang-
ing their trip to Israel and we hope 
to build on this.” 

Clearly, “there is much to build on 
in deepening the relationship between 
the ITC and Arthur Ashe Club,” says 
Ambassador Lenk and in some respects 
there are some philosophical parallels.

While the ITC  - which has helped 
over 400,000 children in its 14 cen-
tres since it was established in 1976 
- were primarily established in devel-
oping areas for youngsters from un-
derprivileged neighbourhoods, ten-
nis in South Africa today is working 
hard to shed the image of being re-
served for the once privileged white 
community.

Says Bongani Zondi, President of 
the South African Tennis Association: 
“These kids in Soweto come from 
poor families and we need all the 
professional help we can get. There 
is the bigger picture here of taking 
our kids off the streets and offering 
them meaningful and inspiration-
al alternatives and this is where the 
Israel Tennis Centers come in. They 
are experts in this field and we want 
to learn from their rich experience.”

Underlying this project in South 
Africa as it was in Israel’s early years 

By David Kaplan

infectious smile. Her role models are 
Serena Williams and Maria Sharapova 
and her dream is to become a profes-
sional tennis player. Mbali already has 
secured a sport scholarship to study 
abroad and lauds her time in Israel. 
“Training has been tough but Ronen 
knows how to get the best out of us. 
He teaches us that more important 
than even listening to the coach is 
that we must all believe in ourselves.”

What has been his best advice to you?
“I must be positive every time I step 

onto the court.”
Watching her walk off 

from the interview and 
hit the ball with such 
power and accuracy, she 
most certainly left an im-
pression with the writer 
as someone to watch in 
the future.

“We train much hard-
er here than in Soweto,” 

says 14 year old Jansmith Moseng. 
Jansmith is not short of self-belief.

Its Love All
The on and off-court score between SA & Israel in an inspiring project 

is to ensure that youngsters from dis-
advantaged neighbourhoods appear on 
today’s tennis courts rather than in to-
morrow’s criminal courts.

So while South Africa like Israel wants 
to create top tennis players they see too 
the importance of creating top perfor-
mance human beings. 

One who knows all about this is coach 
Moses Nthuping, who was the prime 
mover in motivating the revamping of 
the Arthur Ashe Stadium after it had 
fallen on hard times and in establish-
ing a tennis club for children. Starting 
out as a coach during the Apartheid 
era, “when I coached children of min-
ers at Western Deep,” some ten years 
ago he felt “I must use my god-given 
talent and help the youngsters on the 
streets who have no futures written all 
over their faces.” He went around ask-
ing people to donate old racquets, balls, 
tennis clothes and shoes and started the 
Arthur Ashe Club. Even enrolling the 
support of local shopkeepers to sponsor 
refreshments and silver-plated medals - 
Moses soon got the attention of the na-
tional tennis association and is today the 
Head Coach at Arthur Ashe Stadium. 

The inspiring South African coach says 
“with a name like Moses, I feel I have 
come home.” Actually, he achieved more 
than his biblical namesake, who never 
made it into ‘the Promised Land’. Now 
his dream is that these players “make it 
into South Africa’s Davis Cup team and 
play in top rank ATP tournaments.”

And if that happens, Israel will be 
proud of its part in making dreams 
come true!

Before leaving the Tennis Center, Israeli 
coach Ronen stresses again, “The future 
is in YOUR hands.”

“And our feet,” says Lesego, “You told 
me to move my legs and do ‘happy 
feet’,” a reference to the popular ani-
mated musical about penguins.
Clearly, there would be four sets of very 
“happy feet” returning to South Africa.•

Sowetan 
players to-
gether with 
coach Oupa 
Ntuping (left); 
and Israeli 
coach Ronen 
Moralli (rt). 

Courting New 
Friendships: 

Sowetan 
players at a 

tennis work-
shop with 

Israeli peers.
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Dear Editor
My compliments to Editor David 

Kaplan on his touching obituary to 
the late Mervyn Smith in the Hanukah 
issue of Telfed Magazine.

One of the points mentioned - the 
historic resolution condemning apart-
heid at the South African Jewish Board 
of Deputies National (SAJBOD) 
Congress of 1985 - brings back sweet 
memories.

Mervyn and my late Dad, Solly 
Kessler, served together on the Cape 
Council of the Board which they both 
had served as Chairman.  Our two fam-
ilies have remained close since the early 
days when we lived in Bellville and I 
was privileged to chat to Mervyn at 
Shul on my visit to South Africa a year 
ago.  My sister Viv Anstey continued 
to work with Mervyn on the Board 
after my Dad passed away in 2005.

The 1985 resolution was submit-
ted for approval to the National 
Conference by the Cape Council of 
which Mervyn was Chairman.  My fa-
ther drafted the resolution.  The path 
was not an easy one.  Even though the 
final draft was approved unanimously, 
there was a very heated debate about 
the exact wording of the statement; 
the delegates were concerned about 
repercussions from the general SA 
Jewish Community.

I was living in Johannesburg 
at the time, and my Dad called 
me a few minutes before 1.00 
p.m. on the Sunday of the con-
ference and told me to listen 

to the SABC upcoming radio news 
broadcast.  The SAJBOD resolution 
was read out on the news:

“The Congress records its support and 
commitment to justice, equal oppor-
tunity and the removal of all provi-
sions in the laws of South Africa which 
discriminate on grounds of colour and 
race, and rejects apartheid”.  This was 
the first time the term “apartheid” 
had been specifically referred to in a 
Board statement.

As Mervyn once said, “it was one of 
the proudest days of my life”.

I can say that for our own family 
that feeling is mutual.

And Mervyn will be sorely missed.
Franklin (Pini) Kessler, Tel Mond

Love Story
Dear Editor, 
Your December 2014 Telfed 

Magazine. was a lovely issue with 
so many photographs. When I saw the 
title “Bureaucracy can be a Blessing” 
about a young couple meeting through 
the Jewish Agency’s Global Centre, 
I had to read it immediately. It 
was wonderful reading what Telfed 
accomplished in 2014 and thor-
oughly deserved the “Excellence in 
Volunteerism” prize.

We wish you all success for your 
2015 projects.
Cecilia & Chris Eden Cape Town 
Bridges for Peace South Africa

In th e Mail
Riveting 
Recollections

Dear Editor,
I refer to your delightful and  nos-

talgic article ‘A Tale of Two Shuls’ 
about the Scher, Spiro and Borok 
families from Durbanville in your 
2014 Hanukah edition of Telfed 
Magazine. In the 1940’s, my fami-
ly had a farm in Durbanville and we 
used to ride by bicycle to the Scher 
and Spiro ‘algemeene handelaars’ (gen-
eral dealers) in the village for our pro-
visions. I remember well the smell of 
tobacco in the Scher’s store and mak-
ing calls on a phone which had a re-
volving handle. 

The big treat was going to the “bi-
oscope” and if we were lucky there 
would be a double feature. For the first 
few years, we had no running water 
or electricity on our farm and would 
spend the summer holidays diving into 
our concrete dam with a windmill and 
swimming with the tadpoles and frogs. 
My brother Julian became an expert 
with bees and frequently won prizes 
at the Rosebank Agricultural Show. 
We all used to help him setting up the 
wax for the beehives and extracting the 
honey by hand. This only lasted until 

Julian helped 
a neighbour-
ing farmer - 
one of my fa-
ther’s patients 
- to collect his 
honey and set 
his whole farm 
a l i gh t  w i th 
the smoking 
device.

My grandfa-
ther was Rabbi Mirvish and my fa-
ther Dr. Louis Mirvish was the first 
person to qualify in medicine in South 
Africa in 1924. He also started the 
Jewish Museum in the original shul 
next to the Gardens Synagogue. 

And how I remember the atmosphere 
following the State of Israel being de-
clared by Ben Gurion on the 14th May, 
1948 when all our Habonim Chevra 
gathered on our 
farm and we cel-
ebrated all night.  
Doreen Mirvish 
Bahiri, Tel Aviv 

Dear Editor,
If as you wrote 
in your mov-
ing article - ‘A 
Tale of Two 
Shuls’ - that “the 

Lord works in mysterious ways”, it 
is clear to me that Our Lord con-
tinues to act in mysterious ways. 
It was incredible that the article in 

the Chanukah Telfed 
issue about our wed-
ding ceremony in the 
Gardens Shul was 
brought to our at-
tention on the exact 
date of our 35th 
wedding anniversary. 
At the time of our 
wedding, I was 
teaching Hebrew at 
Herzlia School and 

not only did many of my pupils at-
tend the service in school uniform 
but also sang in the choir which 
was conducted by Cantor David 
Ullman and which Roy Scher re-
corded. We will never forget our 
joy in receiving the CD of the cere-
mony from Roy all these years later 
and the trouble he went to find 
whose wedding he recorded and 
then to track us down. 
The happiness we share has certain-
ly endured for 35 wonderful years!
Lauraine and Haylen Lewin. Cape Town.

Haylen and Lauraine Lewin celebrating their 35th 
anniversar y at the Victoria Falls.

continued on next page

Memorable 
Mervyn

Gardens Synagogue, Cape Town

Always in the Picture: The Cape Board of Deputies 
celebrating Hymie Wolffe’s 90th 
birthday in 2002. Standing: Mervyn 
Smith, Simon Jocum, Joe Fintz, Lester 
Hoffmn, Jack Tworetzky and Solly 
Kesler. Seated: Gerald Kleinman, Hymie 
Wolffe and Philip Krawitz
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Nuptials

Daniella, 
daughter of 
Stan and Janice 
Lewis and 
granddaughter 
of Helen Lewis. 
married Sefi. son 
of Michael and 
Eti Teitelbaum all 
from Kfar Saba.

Zahava,  
daughter  of  

Jacki  &  Hazel  
Glassman  of  

Efrat,  married 
David,  son  of  

Jacob  &  Josee   
Amoyal  of  

Amsterdam.

Josh, son of Leonard 
and Rachel Carr of 
Johannesburg South 
Africa, married Mira, 
daughter of Steven 
and Rena Haberfelt of 
Sacramento, USA.

Danielle, 
daughter of 

Miri and Hilton 
Kangisser 

of Kfar 
Saba,  married 

Yosef, son of 
Chava and 

Avram Yisrael. 

Dear Editor,
I refer to the “Tale of Two Shuls” 

article in the Hanukah Issue, where 
the author writes of the arrival of Rev. 
Alfred P. Bender in Cape Town in 
1895 and having served at the great 
Gardens Shul for 42 years.

I doubt too many remember Rev. 
Bender. Maybe a few do - I am one 
of them.

At the rear of the Gardens Shul, 
located in the Cape Town Botanical 
Gardens were three dwellings - one 
was occupied by the Chazan of the 
Shul, Rev. Kirschner, the house op-
posite was where my family resided 
and the middle house was occupied 
by Rev. Bender. 

I was nine years old at the time and I 
remember how frail he looked. When 
he went to the Shul, he was usually 
escorted by Rev. Kirschner.

I was always curious to know why 
Rev. Bender performed all the func-
tions of a Rabbi, yet was addressed 
as Reverend.

The answer, which I learned recent-
ly, was that Rev. Bender was not of-
ficially ordained as a Rabbi. When 
he arrived in Cape Town in 1895, he 
was welcomed as Reverend Bender, 
and that’s how he was known. What 
I still don’t know till today is what 
the initial ‘P’ in his name stood for!

Issy Rieback
(Ed note: The P stood for PHILIPP. Irish-born 
Cambridge-trained Rev Alfred .P. Bender, (1863-
1937), was regarded as the leader of South African 
Jewry. Little communal activity,   including the es-
tablishment of synagogues, happened without his 
involvement. In the collection of the Jewish Board 
of Deputies (Cape Council) there are the ceremoni-
al trowels or keys he received from the Cape Town 
Beth Hamidrash, the Malmesbury, Muizenberg, 
Wynberg and Worcester Hebrew Congregations, 
the Woodstock and Salt River Talmud Torah, the 
Cape Jewish Aged Home and the Zionist Hall. 

The Laingsburg and Paarl Synagogues were also 
opened by him.)

Friends from Far
Dear Editor, 
Referring to your excel-

lent article ‘A Wake-Up 
Call Conference’ at the 
IDC Herzliya in Telfed 
Magazine 2014 Chanukah 
issue (Page 32), I’m happy 
the way you gave voice to 
my experiences in my na-
tive Iran which I fled from following 
the revolution in 1979 and where I 
lost many of my young friends to the 
new regime’s savagery. Thank you for 
sending me the link to the magazine 
and also the attachment.

I felt proud reading of the valuable 
work being done in both Israel and 
South Africa in countering the lies 
and distortions propagated against 
Israel in South Africa, particularly 
on its university campuses. 

I continue my research on “Islamists 
in Canada” and will visit Israel when-
ever again the opportunity arises. Tel 
Aviv is a beautiful city and reminds 
me of my hometown city in Iran near 
the Caspian Sea. 

Keep up the good work.
Dr. Sedi Minachi, Vancouver, Canada

Tackling th e Past
Dear Editor
I was surprised to read in your ar-

ticles in Telfed Magazine as well as 
in The Jerusalem Post your account 
of the rugby match played in 1952 
where you write that the match played 
between a group of South Africans 
and a “team of paratroopers” used as 
the ball “a shoe wrapped in a towel”.

As I hooked in that game for the 
South Africans allow me to make 

two corrections. Firstly, the ‘shoe-
in-a-towel’ is pure mythology - the 
game, played at Tsrifin was with a 
real ball and secondly, our opponents 

were not paratroopers but IDF 
sport coaches.

As you report, Leo Camron 
was the referee, and among 
the players whom I recall were 
Rubin (“Jube”) Sher, at the 
time in the airforce and who 
returned to SA to medical 
school,  George Katz (ex-Rhode-
sia) and Reuben Narunsky (Kfar 

Shmaryahu) - both of  El Al, “Migdal” 
Teperson (Kfar Shmaryahu) and 
Benny Bar Yehuda of Kiryat Ono.

A team photograph appeared in 
the S. A. Zionist Record at the time 
and may be available from their 
archives.

Barney Wainer, Tel Aviv

Rugby Rules
Dear Editor
Your article on rugby ‘Tackling the 

Past’ brought back  memories. I played 
a few games for Hebrew U. in the 
early seventies - not very well -  until 
coming out the worse for wear after 
some dirty business in the scrum.The 
other guy claimed that he was going 
for the ball and my head got in the 
way of his foot. The ref didnt have 
his glasses with him on the day and 
saw nothing!

By the way, Danie Craven, Mr 
Rugby SA, was here around that time 
and attended a game at Hebrew U. 
He was most amused when he saw 
that irrigation pipes were attached 
to the goal posts to provide the up-
rights for the match.

Gershon Gan, Tel Aviv

[Gershon Gan is a member of the Telfed Media 
Committee and a former Israeli Ambassador to 
Zimbabwe and neighbouring states.]

Dr. Sedi Menachi

In th e Mail

Eitan, son of Norman and 
Rosemary Aronowitz of 
Modi’in, married Talia, 
daughter of Harry and 
Dina Gittler of Henden, 
England.

Tal Peled – daughter 
of Pam and the late 
Martin Peled  of Kfar 
Saba, married, Ilia, son 
of Oleg and the late 
Lena Mistetsky from 

Rishon Letzion.
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The younger Burstyn - who had from an early age ab-
sorbed many of the Yiddish classics from listening at home 
“on a wind-up gramophone” - broke into a one of his fa-
ther’s platter songs. The audience went wild. Completing 
his performance with a Shakespearean bow, he ran off 
stage but was immediately brought back to a thunderous 
applause. In the front row was a gentleman who stood 
up and threw a silver dollar onto the stage and bellowed:

“Little boy, save that - one day you are going to be like 
your daddy!”

He still has that ‘silver dollar’ but before that day of ‘fa-
ther-like-son’ would arrive, Burstyn, as an eleven-year old, 
found himself at King David School in Johannesburg.

His father had received a call from Dave Levin, a the-
atrical producer and boxing promoter in South Africa 
inviting his famed parents to perform in Yiddish. “We 
stayed for six months at a hotel called the Casa Mia in 
Randfontein.” 

A Rabbi’s Blessing
Two pivotal dramas played out at the Casa Mia that 

shaped the young Burstyn’s future.
“I befriended a waiter by the name of Paul who was 

coloured. I used to help him in the afternoon when he 
was laying the tables. He taught me how to fold napkins 
which I follow till this very day and then one day, the 
general manager of the hotel approached my father and 
said, “Mr. Burstyn, please tell your son not to associate 
with our waiter; we can’t have that in our hotel.” 

“I could not understand this; it was my initiation into 
Apartheid and affected me for many years that a friendship 
was unacceptable because of the colour of a person’s skin.” 
If this experience was grotesque, another was enriching.

Also staying at the Casa Mia was a famous rabbi from 
Ponowitz (Panevėžys) who was visiting South Africa to 
collect funds for his Yeshiva.  “My father befriended the 
rabbi who had taken a liking to me. Before he left South 
Africa, he gave me a photo of himself, which I still have 
but no less lasting is the blessing he gave me. Placing his 
hands on my head, he said in Yiddish: 

“Your entire life you should find favour in other people’s 
eyes the way you found favour in mine. The way my life 
has unfolded, every time I think back to this, it brings 
tears to my eyes.” 

Were it Not for the Holocaust
On the eve of   World War II, there were 11 - 13 million 

Yiddish-speakers. Then followed the Shoah! 
Around five million or 85% of those murdered spoke 

Yiddish.  Although 
millions of Yiddish-
speakers sur vived 
the war (including 
nearly all Yiddish 
s p e a ke r s  i n  t h e 
A m e r i c a s ) ,  f ur -
ther assimilation in 
countries such as the 
United States and 
the Soviet Union, 
along with the strict-
ly unilingual stance 
of the Zionist move-
ment, led to an in-
evitable  decline in 
Yiddish usage. 

While the fifties 
were still within 
Yiddish’s “Golden 
Age” - albeit its twi-
light decade - in 
Israel, it was offi-
cial policy to sup-
press the language. 
“The country’s lead-
ership was afraid of 
Yiddish emerging as 
a national language. 
The Diaspora Jew 
that had lived in 
Ghettoes was ex-
pected to make way 
for the new modern 
Jew, who was self-
reliant, brash, asser-
tive and Hebrew-
speaking. Yiddish 
represented the past, 
Hebrew the future 
“and they placed ob-
stacles in the path 
of Yiddish theatre 
in Israel.”  Burstyn 
shows a 1951 doc-
ument from the 
Ministry of  the 
Interior threaten-
ing a local produc-
er with criminal ac-
tion who wanted to 

Telfed Magazine spoke to Mike Burstyn, the Israeli-
American top Yiddish performer in the world today 

who reveals that there are new generations of Jews fas-
cinated by their ‘Mama Loschen’ – mother tongue. He 
further reveals that he credits his international success in 
part to his brief stay in South Africa in 1957, when he 
spent six months at King David School in Johannesburg.

The writer caught up with Burstyn this past December 
when he was performing on stage in cities and towns all 
across Israel in the The Inspector General.

Possibly one of the most acclaimed satirical comedies 
of all time, its author, Nikolai Gogol, a 19th centu-
ry Ukrainian Russian-language dramatist, novelist and 
short story writer was also an anti-Semite, “so there is a 
sense of victory to be performing Gogol here in Israel as 
a Yiddish musical.” 

Burstyn grew up in an archetypal showbiz family in New 
York City during the period he refers to as the “Golden 
Age of Yiddish” when there were fourteen Yiddish thea-
tres in New York City alone. His parents Pesach Burstyn 
and Lillian Lux were acclaimed Yiddish-language actors, 
and together with his twin sister, the family performed 
globally as The Four Burstyns. 

The first time Burstyn walked on stage he was three. 

Oy 
Gevalt

Heritage

It was in New York 
City and “my father 
was performing in a 
matinee at the nation-
al theatre. Often, our 
au pair used to bring 
us backstage while my 
parents were perform-
ing and so one day, 
one of the actors want-
ed to play a prank on 
my father and said:

“Michaela, you want to go out to Daddy?”
“Sure,” I replied.
“They found a beard with a rubber band, and put it on 

me with a top hat and I walked out onto the stage. The 
audience started laughing while my father was singing 
and he could not understand what was so amusing. He 
thought maybe his fly was undone.”

Then the orchestra conductor in the pit motioned to him 
to look not down but behind and he saw me.

“Boychick, what are you doing here?”
“I want to sing.”
“So nu, sing,” said the father.

How often growing up in Southern 
Africa, our parents used to suddenly 
break from English into Yiddish for 
the obvious reason: “Deh kinder zol 

nisht fashtein” – the children would 
not understand. Sadly for most 

of us, as we grew older, we never 
ever got to understand. Knowing 

a smattering of such ‘honorific’ 
appellations as schmendrick, 

schmuck and schlemazel, hardly 
contributes to any meaningful 

continuity of the language. 
While a loss, all is not lost!

By David Kaplan

Wishing chag sameach 
to all our clients!

Project Management and 
Project & Property Development
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produce a musical version of ‘Snei Kuni 
Lemel’ (‘The Two Kuni Lemels) in Yiddish. 

The government went to such stringent 
protectionist lengths to impose “a tax on 
foreign language productions and this 
included Yiddish.” There were even oc-
casions “where Yiddish shows were dis-
rupted by people throwing stones at the-
atre windows.” 

Winds of Change
However, change came about and it hap-

pened quite suddenly and dramatically.
“In 1965, my family was signed up to 

star in the ‘Megilah of Itzik Manger’. Itzik 
Manger was a celebrated Yiddish poet from 
Romania whose poems were mostly based 
on biblical themes. Astonishingly, this pro-
duction was not going to be in Hebrew but 
in Yiddish and what’s more, the Magilah 
was set in a 19th century shtetl in Eastern 
Europe where the characters were typi-
cal shtetl folk.” This was totally contrary 
to prevailing government policy. “People 
thought we were crazy – who would come; 
it would be panned by the critics.” 

In the end, it was the people who went “crazy” - “crazy” 
for the show.

The most feared critics in Maariv and Haaretz came out 
with rave reviews all expressing that despite the fact that 
it was in Yiddish, “it was the finest play that had been 
produced in Israel in the last decade. We performed to 
packed audiences every night and I have pictures at the 
theatre in Jaffa with Golda Meir and Moshe Dayan. This 
was an affirmation of acceptance by the establishment. 
Israel had come of age; it was confident and the public 
sent a strong message with their feet and their purse that 
Yiddish was back.” From then afterwards, says Burstyn, 
“it became easier and a Yiddish theatre was established.”

Streetwise
Much of the credit 

for keeping the lan-
guage alive has to go 
to the Haredi com-
munity “whose daily 
language from Me’ah 
She’rim and Bnei 
Brak to Brooklyn in 

New York is Yiddish. For this com-
munity, it is their street language. 
Go to the Kotel in Jerusalem at 
night, you will see little Moshela 
and Shlomila running around and 
hear them speaking Yiddish to each 
other not Hebrew!” The problem 
however says Burstyn is that “while 
Yiddish is the lingua franca of the 
Haredi world, this community is lost 
to its rich culture; its prose, poetry 
and its theatre. The ultra-orthodox 
will not read Shalom Aleichem for 
example, and so they will not con-
tribute to enriching this treasure 
that spans over 1000 years.” 

Alive & Well
However, Yiddish theatre is back 

in vogue even with patrons hard-
ly conversant in Yiddish. At the 
recent The Inspector General in 
Israel, most the audiences knew 
little or no Yiddish. Subtitles in 
Hebrew and Russian appeared on 
the proscenium.

Another interesting phenomenon 
happening both in Israel and in the USA asserts Burstyn, 
“is that with the baby boomers reaching the age of retire-
ment, many of them are reconnecting with the Yiddish 
language so as to recapture their childhood – of bringing 
their Bobbas and Zeidas back into their lives.” 

Today Yiddish is being taught at schools and universities 
“but as an academic language. In so far as it sounds like 
or sounded like, that is where I come in and what I have 
been doing since I was seven years old,” says Burstyn. “In 
the last few years of my parent’s lives I promised them 
that I would make sure that Yiddish remains a LIVING 
language.” 

If Burstyn made his daddy proud at age 
three on a stage in New York, he would be 
no less proud of him today. “You know, my 
father used to say how people for over 100 
years were forever lamenting that Yiddish was 
dying.  Well, all those people are long depart-
ed and Yiddish is still alive.”

Zayt gesunt! •

Donors .....................................................Honorees

KEREN TELFED FUND (general assistance to the community as needed)
Joel & Beryl Klotnick ....................................................Sid Forman
Joel & Beryl Klotnick ....................................................Sam & Russy Oken – 70th wedding anniversary
Judith Cohen ..................................................................Annette Gordon – on her granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah
Malcolm & Maureen Finn ..........................................Guy, Ari & Natalie – birthdays
David & Hilary Zetler ...................................................Harry Shaer – 80th birthday 
Seymour & Hadassa Fisher .......................................Matan Fisher & Shay Shalom –
   for showing fortitude during Operation Protective Edge

Michael & Evelyn Adler ..............................................Maurice Ostroff – 90th birthday
Isaac & Ruth Nurok.......................................................Frank Fabian – 80th birthday  
Renee Griller ....................................................................Myra Gold – 90th birthday
Ricky & Diane Klein ......................................................New granddaughters Sinai Klein & Lia Tabachnick
Ben & Jill Friedman ......................................................Leonard & Elaine Chasen – on their son David’s wedding 
      and in appreciation of their friendship

“The Boys” – Naty, Kalley, Hymie, Issie, Harold .......Gerald & Bernice Sacks – 50th wedding anniversary
Staff and friends over the generations  .............Dr. Leslie Serebro – on his 90th birthday
Phillip & Estelle Chasen ..............................................Vera Brozin – 80th birthday
Bryan & Ruth Slater ......................................................Cecil & Jennifer Shevil – 50th wedding anniversary
Bryan & Ruth Slater ......................................................Harry & Barbara Lipchin – 50th wedding anniversary 
Annette Milliner-Giladi ...............................................Bernhard & Pearl Lazarus - 65th wedding anniversary
Joel & Beryl Klotnick ....................................................Eitan & Doreen Levy – 50th wedding anniversary
Sid & Michele Shapiro ................................................Terry Mowszowski – in sincere appreciation
Eda, Shimmy and Michal Belikoff ..........................Riva Morris – 90th birthday
Alan & Rosemary Silbert ............................................Cecil & Jennifer Shevil – 50th wedding anniversary
Dennis & Annette Solomon .....................................Itz Kalmanowitz – 80th birthday 
Ivor & Roni Wolf .............................................................Frank Fabian – 80th birthday
Maurice & Charlotte Alhadeff .................................Sheina Eliastam – 70th birthday
Arthur & Vivien Wolman ............................................Sydney Wolman – 80th birthday
Arthur & Vivien Wolman ............................................Gerald Wolman – second Bar Mitzvah
David & Hilary Herzberger ........................................Shai Herzberger – 30th birthday
Dorron and Cindy Kline .............................................Josh & Mira Carr – marriage
Leon & Ann Moss ..........................................................Avron Moss – birthday
Mike & Rosalyn Ayl .......................................................Marion Kolnick  – special birthday
Harris & Phyllis Green..................................................Grandson Eyal Ya’akov – on his Barmitzvah
Jackie & Davina Shmueli ...........................................Sagi & Ran Marom
Joe & Barbara Hallis .....................................................Ivor Wainstein – birthday
Co-founders of “Truth be Told” ...............................Maurice Ostroff – 
        in recognition of his efforts in public diplomacy for Israel

Nikki Leviner ...................................................................Naomi Stuchiner – on receiving a Humanitarian Award in NY
Joe & Barbara Hallis .....................................................Dudley Kessel – birthday
David & Barbara Greenblatt .....................................Jonathan Danilowitz – 70th birthday
Colin & Avigail Klein ....................................................Jack Ziv’el (Zawels) - 90th birthday
David & Barbara Greenblatt ....................................Leslie Serebro – 90th birthday

Keren Telfed and Other Funds
Please	remember	Keren	Telfed	when	you	are	celebrating	happy	occasions,	when	you	are	

invited	to	enjoy	meals	with	friends,	or	to	pay	tribute	to	the	memories	of	loved	ones.		The	Keren	
Telfed	Fund	was	started	over	30	years	ago.		Donations	are	used	to	assist	Southern	Africans	
in	Israel	during	times	of	individual	or	family	need	and	are	tax-deductible.	All	donations	are	

acknowledged	in	the	magazine	as	soon	as	possible	after	receipt	thereof.		
Please	contact	Debbie	Friedman	to	make	your	donation:	

09-7907819	or	debbie@telfed.org.il

Keren Telfed

continued on top of next page

Morty visits Dr. Saul, the veterinarian, and 
says, “My dog has a  problem.” Dr. Saul says, 
“So, tell me about the dog and the problem.”

“It’s a Jewish dog. His name is Seth and he can 
talk,” says Morty. “He can talk?” the doubting 
doctor asks.

“Watch this!” Morty points to the dog and com-
mands: “ Seth, Fetch!”

Seth the 
dog, 
begins 

to walk toward the door, then 
turns around and says, “So why are you talking 
to me like that? You always order me around 
like I’m nothing.  And you only call me when 
you want something.  And then you make me 
sleep on the floor, with my arthritis.  You give 
me this fahkahkta food with all the salt and 
fat, and you tell me it’s a special diet. It tastes 
like dreck!  YOU should eat it yourself!  And do 
you ever take me for a decent walk? NO, it’s 
out of the house, a short pish, and right back 
home.  Maybe if I could stretch out a little, the 
sciatica wouldn’t kill me so much!  I should roll 
over and play dead for real for all you care!” 

Dr. Saul is amazed, “This is remarkable!  So, 
what’s the problem?

Morty says, “He has a hearing problem!  I said 
‘Fetch,’ not  ‘Kvetch.”

A Dog’s Life

Mighty Maurice 

Celebrating his 90th in January, 
Maurice Ostroff is seen here with 

his children Lesley, Danny and 
Shelley.

TbT Committee
For 90th birthday & contribution 

to Public Diplomacy:
Harris Green, Stuart Palmer, 

Annette Milliner-Giladi, Charles 
Abelsohn, Rolene Marks, David 

Kaplan, Mel Cohen, Hertzel Katz, 
Henry Shakenovsky and Rusty 

Rostowsky. 

At the TbT-Beth Protea 
Election Panel Debate in 
February, Telfed and TbT 
honoured Maurice with 

special presentations for his 
contribution to the State of Israel 
in the field of Public Diplomacy.

Roaring Success. Mike Burstyn (Center 3rd from the left) 
in the 2014 Yiddish stage production in Israel of ‘The 
Inspector General’ based on the book ‘Revizor’ by the 19th 
century Russian writer, Nikolai Gogol.
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BURSARY FUNDS

*BURSARY FUND FOR SOLDIERS
Harry Klompas ...............................................................Dr. Jerome Klompas – in appreciation
Ivan & Robynne Rendel .............................................Yvette Fehler – Birthday

*KEREN ALIZA 
Marvyn Hatchuel ..........................................................Zellick Sendzul – 90th birthday
David & Hilary Kaplan .................................................Phyllis Sachar – 95th birthday
David & Hilary Kaplan .................................................Maurice Ostroff – 90th birthday

*MARILYN CHAZAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Doreen Bik .......................................................................In loving memory of beloved daughter Marilyn Chazan
Aaron Tobias & Sarah Tiko Tobias ..........................Susan Sharon – in appreciation
Alon & Yonit Chazan ....................................................In loving memory of beloved mother Marilyn

*SAM LEVIN BURSARY FUND
Channa Eidelman .........................................................In honour of her great-grandson Omer’s birth;
       Mazal tov to Reshef & Dalit
Channa Eidelman .........................................................Dr. Colin Klein – in appreciation

Ros Kaplan, Thelma Miller, 
Mireille Feinstein, Sharon Bernstein .....................Charlotte Alhadeff – in appreciation
Protea Village Bingo Club

*PRAS
Gail, Nancy and Gordon Kaplan ............................Gina Eting – 80th birthday
Bokkie & Rochelle Zegal ............................................Jack & Janice Friedberg – 50th wedding anniversary
Solly & Arlene Kaplinski .............................................Rahel Margalit – 90th birthday
Naty & Denise Tobias ..................................................Dana Levy-Tavor – in appreciation

*WOOLF RAKIN MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND
Renee Rakin.....................................................................Eve Yardeni – special birthday
Renee Rakin.....................................................................Max Strous – get well soon
Renee Rakin.....................................................................Sylvia Ezer – 80th birthday
Renee Rakin.....................................................................Dave & Maeve Samuels – 50th wedding anniversary
Renee Rakin.....................................................................Rosalyn & Michael Futeran – birth of 1st grandson
Renee Rakin.....................................................................Stuppel family – on Neil & Stacey’s marriage
Renee Rakin.....................................................................Nicholas & Karin Friedman - marriage

SURF FUND (special urgent relief fund)
Alice Marks .......................................................................In honour of Sam Levine and Simie Weinstein
Lenny & Natalie Rome ................................................Hertzel Katz – in appreciation
Deborah Orr ....................................................................Yehuda Goldwheat – in appreciation
Jackie & Davina Shmueli ...........................................Hertzel Katz, and Sagi and Ran Marom
Dr. Leslie Serebro ..........................................................90th birthday from his staff and friends
Dorron Rothschild ........................................................Leslie Serebro
Joseph & Yona Katz ......................................................Hertzel & Lola Katz

TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community initiative)
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
Joe & Ruth Borman
Stuart and Lyn Zinn
Monthly Luncheon Club
Allan & Glenda Sobell

Paul & Sharon Bernstein ............................................Adam and Angela Struck - marriage
Mannie & Anita Hosiosky ..........................................In honour of their children & grandchildren 
Yael, Yoav & Gil Cooper ..............................................Brian Cooper – birthday
Bryan & Ruth Slater ......................................................Dennis & Annette Solomon - 50th wedding anniversary
Naomi Fredman.............................................................Gordon & Ricky Futeran – grandson’s marriage
Nick Alhadeff ..................................................................Shush Maisel – 80th birthday
Leora Berold ....................................................................Freda Pincus – 95th birthday
Basil & Reva Sandler ....................................................Morris Kahn – 85th birthday
Jon & Eileen Freedman ..............................................Dennis & Annette Solomon - 50th wedding anniversary
Joe Woolf ..........................................................................Maurice Ostroff – 90th birthday
Matti and Eric Levanon .............................................. Jackie and Marc Laurence and Natan and 
      Terry Mowszowski - new grandson, brother for Leila

LONE SOLDIERS FUND (to assist young South African lone soldiers)
Dennis & Karen Jacobson .........................................Zvi & Rose Yisrael – marriage
Stanley & Sharon-Anne Epstein & family ...........Ruth Arons – in memory of Tamarah & Mark
Lynn Lipschitz .................................................................Mike Perchig – 50th birthday
Leslie & Reena Stock ...................................................Jenna Orvatz on her Bat Mitzvah
Maurice & Charlotte Alhadeff .................................Ralph Lerman – 70th birthday
Leon & Mireille Favish .................................................Ralph Lerman – 70th birthday
Fay Berghaus ...................................................................Mickey Glass – 80th birthday
Annette Milliner Giladi ...............................................Phyllis Sachar - 95th birthday

HELPING HAND (for the elderly)
Freda Pincus, Paula & Issie Miodownik ...............Phyllis Sachar – 95th birthday
 
IN MEMORIAM
Paul & Sharon Bernstein ............................................In memory of their cherished son, Jason
Bernice & Jonathan Lewak Zohn ...........................In loving memory of her mother, Sybil Levin
Frank & Margaret Fabian ...........................................In loving memory of Talyah Fabian
Zvi & Michal Sadur .......................................................In loving memory of Kayle Nocky (sister)
Leslie & Reena Stock ...................................................In loving memory of Jack & Hettie Berman
Phillip & Estelle Chasen ..............................................In loving memory of Rochelle Swil
Phillip & Estelle Chasen & family ...........................In loving memory of Davida Raff
Cecile Rechtman ...........................................................In loving memory of her parents, George & Joyce Amoils
Leon & Melanie Davids ..............................................In memory of Ronnie Bear
Yosi & Ruth Mor .............................................................In memory of Paul Katz
Colin and Nurit Price  .................................................In loving memory of Ellen Price
Alan & Rita Liferow .......................................................In memory of parents Meyer & Grace Liferow
Tobi & Robert Rosenberg ..........................................In loving memory of Ella Aronowitz & Gretel Rosenberg
Rochelle Poliva, Judy Katz & Elana Leitner  ......In loving memory of their mother, Shulamit Poliva
Alan & Diane Silber ......................................................In memory of Archie & Blanche Isaacson
Robert & Toni Rosenberg .......................................... In loving memory of Ella Aronowitz and Gretel Rosenberg
Denise Azriel ...................................................................In loving memory of her mother, Bertha Spilg
Yehuda Tobias ................................................................In loving memoryof Boykie and Sybil Tobias
Sydney and Ari Lossin ................................................In loving memory of Bella Nick

David & Maeve Samuels – 
50th wedding anniversary ...
Sid & Michele Shapiro; Dennis 
& Annette Solomon, Annette 
Milliner-Giladi & Jillian 
Milliner, Annette Gordon, 
Steve and Ethyne Handler, 
Renee Rakin

 Eli Milner – 80th birthday
Helen Goldfoot; Joe & 
Esther Milner; Zelig & Tilly 
Milner & families

Keren Telfed

Phyllis Sachar – 95th birthday
Pauline Borsuk, Naomi 
Fredman, Michael & Sheila 
Zetler, Annette Milliiner-Giladi, 
Freda Pincus, Paula and Issie 
Miodownik

Jack & Janice Friedberg – 
50th wedding anniversary
Delia & Cyril, Delphine, 
Barbara, Esme, Robyn & 
Les, Ruth & Ivan, Avra & 
Charles & Therl,. Les & 
Ethlee Dembo; Tony & 
Ziviah Harris

*MAYER PINCUS BAREL FUND 
Freda Pincus – 95th birthday
Beryl Amihood; Jenny & Lonya Rubin; Sarkin & Gvili families; Peter Stern & Brenda Solomon; Isaac & 
Hannah Bloch; Aryeh Barel, children & grandchildren; Beverly & Amichai Lavy; Shirley & Charles Smith; 
Janice & Raphael Melmed; Jackie Freedman; Moshe & Pat Zuckerman; Sidney & Michele Shapiro; 
Susan Field & Geoff Menzer; Rodney, Rachel, Yael & Gabi Epstein; Aubrey & Carol Glaser, Stephen and 
Dana Stern, Tammy and Ofer Schwartz, Didi and Chana Rothschild, Leora Berold

Freda Pincus with daughter  Paula Miodownik.

Dr. Morrie Basker – 80th 
birthday
Ellie & Liebe Posniak; Neville 
& Moira Pasvolsky; Mark & 
Lorraine Bernstein, Mannie 
& Rayla Shimoni

Zellick Sendzul – 90th birthday
Ruth Lee & Alon Lee; Lily Rose 

Michalowsky, Benny Raphael & 
Debbie Raphael; Ricky & Diane 

Klein, children & grandchildren; 
Harold & Edie Kaufman; Errol & 

Sheryl Derman
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Co ver Story

Endlessly defending itself from physical 
attack since independence, it is now 

Israel’s founding ideology that is today under 
unrelenting assault. Ever since the infamous 
1975 UN ‘Zionism is Racism’ resolution, 
there has been little respite. For Israel’s en-
emies ‘if defeat on the battlefield was prov-
ing insurmountable, change the nature of 

the battlefield and the ‘war of words’ has 
been raging ever since.
Central to this clash of narratives is how 

Jews both in the Diaspora and in Israel are 
holding out in defending the ideology that gave birth 
to the modern State of Israel. Standing rock solid, there 
has not been a Chairman of the South African Zionist 

Federation (Israel) from Joseph Janower in 1948 to 
Dave Bloom in 2015 who has not proclaimed:

“We are proud that the word ‘Zionist’ is embedded 
into our name.”

So how relevant today is a concept that first gained 
traction for Jews in the twilight years of the 19th cen-
tury?  Former Telfed Chairman and editor of Telfed 
Magazine, David Kaplan moderated a panel debate at 
the International WIZO Conference in January at the 
Hilton Tel Aviv. The debate was organised by Janine 
Gelley, Chairperson of the Organization & Tourism 
Division of World WIZO and former member of the Telfed 
Executive. The panel comprised Dr. David Breakstone, 

By David Kaplan el while the other the Torah. In more recent times, we 
find advocates believing they may have a patent on their 
interpretation of Zionism. Is Zionism subject to usur-
pation that can be narrowly defined by any one group, 
or is it all-embracing to embody the dreams and aspi-
rations of Jews of all descriptions wherever resident in 
our global village? 

Like relationships, “It’s complicated!”

Getting the Job done
How relevant today is Zionism to the lives of Jews both 
in Israel and the Diaspora?

“There was a lovely story,” says Rachael Azaria of two 
Chalutzim on their kibbutz, Afikim, while under siege 
during the War of Independence. While shells were fall-
ing all around them, they spoke of establishing a state 
not caring if it lasted one day or more but it had to come 
into being. That was their task. After the war, every year 
on Yom Ha’atzmaut, whenever they walked past each 
other on Afikim, they would defiant-
ly hold up the number of fingers dis-
playing how old Israel was. As the 
years wore on they would run out 
of fingers and smile. They got the 
job done and it was now up to 
the next generation to secure it.”

And so it has been, contin-
ued Rachel, “that each gener-
ation since independence was 
confronted with ‘getting a job 
done’. If Israel’s first and second 
generations were the builders and 
warriors who established and pre-
served the State and the third genera-
tion of the eighties and nineties were tasked to restruc-
ture the country economically, I believe our generation, 
as we move further away from defining epochs such as 
the Holocaust and independence, need to figure out who 
we are, what we stand for, and to define our Zionism 
that will have traction for future generations.”

At its core, Zionism for Jews around the world has al-
ways been about ‘the centrality of Israel”. Does this 
still hold today?

Two years ago at a conference in the USA, a professor 
in Zionist Education whose specialty is the teaching of 
Israel, remarked to David Breakestone:

“Stop talking to us about the centrality of Israel – it 
is passé.” 

When an astonished Breakstone reminded her: “Do 

The 
Road 
Ahead
Th e highlights of a debate 
on Zionism & its Challenges

Vice-Chairman of the World Zionist Organization and 
founding director of its Herzl Museum, Rachel Azaria, 
Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem, Micky Gitzin, Executive 
Director of Israel Hofshit (Be Free Israel) and a Tel Aviv-
Yaffo City Councillor and Idit Groisse, Director of Media 
and Customer Relations at the Jewish Agency.

Zionism from its inception embraced different mean-
ings. In the main there was Political Zionism advocat-
ed by Herzl as a “shelter” for Jews; Cultural Zionism 
advanced by Ahad Ha’am with its emphasis on Jewish 
culture, history and language; Max Nordau’s Muscular 
Zionism that gave rise to the Maccabi movement; A.D 
Gordon’s Labour Zionism of the Jewish working class 
nurturing a land through cooperative settlements and 
Religious Zionism, where the one hand held the shov-

you not face Jerusalem when you pray? At 
the wedding ceremony, does not the groom 
break the glass recalling the destruction of 
the Second Temple and at the Pesach ceremo-
ny, do we not say, “Next year in Jerusalem?” 
Does this not indicate that Israel is central 
to Jewish life everywhere?” 

The professor’s succinct response proved 
even more astonishing: “Purely symbolic.”

“Yes, for 2000 years it was symbolic,” 
replied Breakstone, “however you don’t 
think something fundamentally changed in 1948 and 
that we have moved beyond symbolism?” 

For A.B Yehoshua when a Diaspora Jew  says “Next 
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year in Jerusalem” “he expects them to get on a plane 
and come. It is a very literal position. My position 
is not whether the person means it but rather says it 
with meaning.”

Sore Point
Reflecting on the sensitivity of some of the core is-

sues in the debate, Breakstone referred to a promi-
nent delegate at a conference in Chicago who took 
exception of being described to as a ‘Diaspora’ Jew. 
“We are not Diaspora Jews; we are Jews living in 
North America just like you are Jews living in Israel.” 
Responded Breakstone: “It is not a value judgment. 
We have long stopped using the term Galut meaning 
‘exile’. However, Diaspora refers to ‘dispersion’ and if 
we cannot realistically refer to this integral compo-
nent then what is Zionism? Israel is the ancestral home-
land of the Jewish People and if we ditch ‘Diaspora’ in 
our discourse, then we divest from the idea of Zionism 
the ‘Centrality of Israel’.”

Micky Gitzin raises three issues of concern. While Israel 
strives to attain the Zionistic ideal of being both a Jewish 
and democratic State, too many people feel disconnect-
ed. He cites as examples participants from the Jewish 
Agency programmes of Birthright and MASA that he 
met recently in the USA who “some 30% of them would 
have a problem getting married in Israel today. New im-
migrants from Western countries and the Former Soviet 
Union have a horrendous time engaging with the rabbin-
ate with the result that it turns people away.” Zionism is 
“a joint venture” with Jews all over the world and “when 
we established the State of Israel, we did not do so just 
for Jews in Israel; we have to welcome into the ‘big tent’ 
the Jews who do not live in Israel. If we say they have re-
sponsibilities to support Israel then we have to acknowl-
edge they have rights too. This is critical to my under-
standing of Zionism.”

Herzl wanted “to create a normal, progressive society 
that provides equal rights to all minorities. The task for 
our generation is to create that ‘normal society’ where 
Zionism is defined not by who is against us but by what 
we are positively for. Here lies the challenge for our next 
generation of leaders - not to be captives of the past but 
free to pursue a pluralistic society reflecting Jewish and 
Zionist ideals.”  

Social Justice
“We are ready to take Zionism to the next stage,” says 

Idit Groisse. “It’s not surprising Zionist ideology is losing 
traction with today’s generation – it is in part a victim of 
its own success. That which inspired the birth of mod-
ern day Israel has been achieved. We have a strong and 
democratic Jewish state. However we need to constant-
ly improve our society. Project TEN that I am involved 
with, strives to reach young Jews in Israel and abroad and 
harness their energies for the challenges of tomorrow.” 

“I’m confident we’ll figure it out,” says Rachel Azaria 
“and although we are looking to the future, the answers 
may lie in our enriching past.” In support, she says when 
she was involved in the Socio-Economic protests in 2011 
“it was not simply about cottage cheese and affordable 
housing. What we were yelling in the streets was: “This 
generation demands social justice”. All sectors of Israeli 
society - transcending religiosity, ethnicity and political 
affiliation - unified not over war but issues of creating a 
better society. This was a refreshing realignment in na-
tional unity and each one of the speakers at the protest 
in Jerusalem – and I was one of them – had to relate to 
one sentence of the Declaration of Independence. We re-
turned to our roots and discovered that what was expressed 
in 1948 was no less relevant in 2011. How poignant that 
the demonstration concluded with the crowds sponta-
neously dancing the Hora in the streets. You know, this 

was the first time I danced the Hora since I was a kid.”
“Herzl said it over a century ago,” exclaimed Breakstone, 

“when he expressed at a conference that “for those of us 
prepared to hazard our lives for the cause, we would re-
gret having raised a finger if we were only able to organ-
ize a new social system and not a more righteous one.” 

Illuminating
Integral in Zionist ideology is the pursuit for Israel to be 

a “light unto the nations”. This is evident from the writ-
ings and speeches from Israel’s first to its present Prime 
Minister. While Ben Gurion advocated “that the state of 
Israel stand as a moral and social beacon to the entire world 
that should implement the vision of the prophets and be 
a “Light Unto the Nations”, Benjamin Netanyahu, in his 
address at the 2010 Herzliya Conference concluded with 
the words “Our ability as a collective to determine our own 
destiny is what grants us the tools to shape our future - no 
longer as a ruled people, defeated and persecuted, but as a 
proud people with a magnificent country and one which 
always aspires to serve as a ‘Light Unto the Nations’.”

How feasible is this aspiration today?
When in 2004 the ideological platform of the WZO 

known as the Jerusalem Program was revised, Breakstone 
ensured that this element remained enshrined in the word-
ing. Reading from Herzl, “Zionism is about strengthen-
ing Israel as a Jewish, Zionist and democratic state and 
shaping it as an exemplary society with a unique moral 
and spiritual character marked by mutual respect for 
the multifaceted Jewish People rooted in the vision of 
the prophet, striving for peace, contributing to the bet-
terment of the world.” 

“Agreed,” says Gitzin, “but we have a long way to go,” 
citing the disparity between rich and poor, the non-ac-
ceptance “of far too many people because they are not 
Jewish or Israeli enough” and “the elephant in the room 
– a society that lives in such a long conflict as we do, 
gets affected by it.” So in order to be a ‘Light unto the 
Nations’ “we have a lot of work to do. I would say 85% 
of Israelis today do not even understand the term Tikun 
Olam. We need to teach them.” 

Safe Haven
Following the mass waves of Aliyot from the Former 

Soviet Union and Ethiopia over the past two decades, 
there has been a historic shift from an ‘Aliyah of rescue’ 
to an ‘Aliyah of free choice’.

With the virulent outbreak of anti-Semitism in Europe 
in recent years culminating in the brutal murder of four 
Jews in January at the kosher supermarket in Paris, 
will this impact on the definition of Zionism, return-
ing it to the initial aim of providing “shelter”?

“Yes,” shouted the WIZO representative from Berlin. 
“In Europe today, you don’t have to promote Israel, Islam 
is doing it for you. Europe is no longer a safe place for 
Jews. Who knows what our future will be.” The outburst 
reflected growing Jewish European fear.

“For the sake of Zionism,” expressed Gitzin, “We should 
not return to the ‘shelter’ because we will fail. If our ide-
als are governed by terror we would be missing the point. 
Israel is the home for all Jews in the world but not all 
Jews have to live in it. If it’s safety they are after, there 
are safer countries; they must come for the right reasons.”

“We welcome Jews all the time, threatened or not,” in-
terceded Idit Groisse. “Aliyah is the spinal cord of Israeli 
society but anti-Semitism must not be the defining com-
ponent in Zionist ideology.” 

Evident for Breakstone that “Zionism has reached a 
stage of maturity” were the words of President Reuven  
Rivlin at the funeral of the four murdered Parisian Jews 
in Jerusalem. Said Breakstone: “The President did not 
say, “The only place for a Jew is in Israel.” Instead he 
said, “Terror is terrible; artzeinu artzehem (our land is 
your land), you are always welcome but don’t come be-
cause of terror; come because you want to help build this 
home as a Jewish State”.” 

Herzl never saw the future state as only a “shelter”:
“I truly believe after we possess our land, Zionism will 

not cease to be an ideal, for Zionism includes not only 
a yearning for a plot of Promised Land legally acquired 
for our weary people but also the yearning for ethical 
and spiritual fulfillment.”

Is fighting for the ideal of Zionism worth the burden? 
When re-drafting the 2004 Jerusalem Program, 

Breakstone relates how the manager in one of the WZO 
departments – a multi-generational Israeli – appealed to 
him to “Please don’t include in the wording for Israel 
to be ‘a light unto the nations’. I just want a normal 
country. I want to get up in the morning, take the dog 
out for a walk, throw out the garbage and go to work. I 
have eneough on my plate without having to watch out 
for the world.”

Who said it’s easy being a Zionist!  •

Battling with the Basics! Protest tents in Rothschild Boulevard in 2011 over socio-economic 
issues. The numerous Israeli flags showed that the protests were conducted in the context of a 

commitment to Zionism; that the protesters demand for “Social Justice” required of the State to 
return to the path of the true vision of Herzl and the spirit of the Declaration of Independence.



30 31

It all started when Nick Alhadeff, 
a former Chairman of Telfed 

called the writer and asked: 
“Have you heard of the Zimbabwean 

Ryder Cup?” 
“Nope Nick; if you are not talking 

about the one played in Gleneagles 
you’ve got me!” 

Well neither had 
ex-Rhodesian-Zim-
babwean Alhadeff 
heard of it until he re-
ceived an email from 
Simon Goldb erg 
from Zimbabwe en-
lightening him that 
h i s  own nep he w, 
Nick Roditi in fact 
sponsored the 2014 
Zimbabwe Ryder 
Cup golfing tourna-
ment and captained 

the international team. Roditi’s team 
may have lost but the real victor in the 
competition was the stature of the cup 
itself, resurrected from obscurity. 

The Zimbabwean Ryder Cup traces 
its history to the 1930s when Samuel 
Ryder’s daughter Marjorie, married 
a Rhodesian farmer named Claisen 
and moved to live in Manicaland in 
the county’s Eastern Districts. For 
those unfamiliar with golfing history, 
Samuel Ryder was an English  entre-
preneur and golf enthusiast who after 
funding an international golf compe-
tition in 1926, sponsored the Ryder 
Cup, donating a year later a gold tro-
phy for the first biennial golf champi-
onship between the United States and 
the United Kingdom . The Ryder Cup 
has developed into golf ’s most prestig-
ious team competition. 

Newly arrived in Rhodesia’s outback, 
Marjorie was surprised to meet many 

farmers whose hands when not clenched 
around the steering wheels of tractors 
or ploughs were grasping golf clubs. “I 
must tell Dad,” she thought.

That was all her father had to hear and 
in 1933, he sent a close replica of the 
Ryder Cup itself, made of sterling sil-
ver and produced by Mappin and Webb 
of Birmingham, the same makers of the 
original trophy. The new Ryder Cup ar-
rived in Africa in July 1933 and so the 
legend began.

The Zimbabwe Ryder Cup has been 
played on and off by locals up to 1980 
when poli-
tics disrupt-
ed play but 
i n  r e c e n t 
years it re-
ceived life-
l ines with 
t h e  g e n -
eros i t y  of 
s u c h  e n -
thusiasts as 
Alhadeff ’s 
n e p h -
e w ,  w h o 
sponsore d 
t h e  2 0 1 4 
Z i m b a b w e a n 
Ryder’s Cup played 
at Leopard Rock in 
the Eastern Districts.

However, who ex-
actly was the bear-
er of this revelation? 

Simon Goldberg is 
the sole survivor of 
the famed Goldberg family of Rhodesia 
whose surname resonates in the cor-
ridors of Telfed which manages the 
Goldberg Family Trust. Simon’s grand-

parents, Simon and Esther, emigrated 
from Dublin to Cape Town at the turn 
of the 20th century and in 1912, moved 
up north to Rhodesia - only twenty years 
after Cecil Rhodes’s Pioneer Column 
from the Cape Colony established the 
first permanent white settlement be-
tween the Limpopo and Zambezi Rivers. 

This was a raw young country offering 
scope for families with energy and drive. 
The Goldbergs were just such a family.

Simon and Esther had five sons, 
Mick, Benny, Hymie, Maurice and 
Jack (Simon’s father) and two daugh-

ters, Sarah 
and Rachel.

After un-
successful-
ly prospect-
ing for gold, 
Mick, who 
l o v e d  th e 
countryside, 
decided that 
the family’s 
future lay in 
farming and 
s o  b e g a n 
their acqui-
s i t i o n  o f 

land resulting with 
a large estate of some 
30,000 acres known 
as Leigh Ranch.  In 
its heyday, it was one 
of the largest tobac-
co producers as well 
as the home of an 
outstanding cattle 
herd. Their pedigree 

Afrikaner and beef-cattle slaughter stock 
were amongst the finest in the coun-
try. Along with their farming activities, 
all members of the family contributed 

Feature In Goldberg We Trust

It was the swing of golf clubs 
that brought attention to this 

enthralling story about a family 
embedded in the history of 

Zimbabwe-Rhodesia and who left 
a bequest creating one of Telfed’s 

largest trusts – the Goldberg 
Family Trust.

meaningfully to enriching their be-
loved Rhodesia. Bennie, who prac-
ticed law in Umtali was elected a 
Member of Parliament and be-
came Minister of Education and 
Health in the Federal Government 
of Sir. Roy Welensky. It was no 
wonder that when Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother and 
Princess Margaret visited Southern 
Rhodesia in 1953 they met with the 
Goldberg family. Bennie stood togeth-
er with the Royals at the unveiling of 
the Fairbridge Memorial.

Hub of Zionism  
“Despite their passionate commitment 

to Rhodesia,” says Alhadeff, “the fam-
ily always remained close to Israel and 
their main home - Leigh Ranch, which 
comprised eight farms, one of which 
was named Simondale after the fami-
ly’s patriarch - was always the centre of 
Zionist activity in the area.” 

Former Prime Minister Welensky once 
remarked, “One of the amusing things 
about the Goldberg family was that if 
you ever went to the house you had to 
attune yourself to the whole family talk-
ing at the same time. It was an incred-
ible experience...” Clearly Israeli genes 
in this family!

Telfed Magazine contacted Simon 
who has been living for the past thir-
ty years in Yardley, some 25 kilome-
tres from Leigh Ranch. “Being lifelong 
Zionists, many in our family visited 
Israel over the years. My parents, Jack 
and Helen, visited in 1957 representing 
Rhodesia at an International Farmers’ 
Convention and my uncle Bennie, who 
visited Palestine during the Second 
World War followed up with many vis-
its thereafter. It was always the family’s 
collective wish to do what they could to 

help Israel and it was a matter of con-
siderable frustration and sadness to us 
that the bulk of our life’s work was ul-
timately reduced to ruins, through the 
unfortunate events preceding independ-
ence in this country, thus limiting what 
could be done.” 

However not all was lost.
And here former Telfed Chairman 

Nick Alhadeff again takes up the story. 
“In 1977, the year I made Aliyah, I 
bumped into Bennie outside Bank 
Leumi in Tel Aviv. He was livid.” He re-
lated to Nick that terrorists roving the 
countryside had burnt down Simondale 
- Simon’s residence - as well as a school 
the family had built for the children of 
Leigh Ranch’s 500 employees. “After a 
lifetime of building, it had come down to 
wanton destruction and Bennie balked, 
“I’m leaving everything to Israel.” And 
this is how the trust started.”

The Keys to the Future - Israel 
Simon describes the scene as he drove 

in through the estate gate on the 18th 
April 1977. “The outer walls of the 
house appeared to be shakily erect, a 
pall of thick black smoke was rising from 
within, and the pitched roof had dis-
appeared altogether. I wandered amid 
the smouldering rubble - the destruc-
tion was complete; not even a servicea-
ble teaspoon to be salvaged.”  How sad 
it was when a devoted house employ-
ee later came running up to Simon. He 
was badly bruised from the beating he 

received from the terrorists who 
had demanded the keys to the 
house. Denying his attackers, 
“He handed me the keys but by 
then I no longer had a house.”

It was little wonder Benny was 
so angered. “The family decided 

that the remainder should be used “to 
help our brothers in Israel” who were 
facing similar danger. In this spirit 
they established the Goldberg Family 
Trust to help victims of war and terror 
in Israel. It was Eliot Osrin in Cape 
Town who successfully prevailed upon 
the Goldberg family to look to Telfed 
as the best organisation to carry out 
their wishes. Over the years, the terms 
of the trust have been expanded to in-
clude young adults whose careers are 
delayed due to their service in Israel’s 
armed forces,” says Alhadeff. “This com-
plies with the parameters of the trust.” 

Before Sarah died, concludes Alhadeff, 
“she established a private trust whose in-
come was earmarked for research in di-
abetes at Ben Gurion University. This 
trust too is administered by Telfed.” 

W.W. Arnold in the closing para-
graph in his book ‘The Goldbergs of 
Leigh Ranch’ writes: “Families like 
the Goldbergs who tamed the wilder-
ness and brought new life and hope to 
an undeveloped land and who worked 
hard, deserve to be remembered with 
gratitude.”

So true; but it is particularly in Israel 
that the Goldberg family of Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia are most “remembered with 
gratitude” - by Telfed, universities, vic-
tims of terror and war, and generations 
of Southern African immigrants who 
have been the recipients of their fore-
sight, generosity and their love of the 
Jewish State.  •

Simon Goldberg, the 
last sur viving member 

of this il lustrious 
Zimbabwe formerly 

Rhodesian family

The legend that was 
Leigh House

Field of Dreams. The Goldberg brothers Maurice, Mick, Jack 
(Simon’s father) and Hymie in an oat field.

By David Kaplan
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“We just Clicked”
A               “Long Walk to Freedom” evening was preceded 

by a short walk past a riveting exhibition of pho-
tographs capturing quintessential South African street 
life. Before entering the auditorium in Tel Aviv - where 
Telfed, together with Forum Tzora, Wits Alumni and 
the SA Embassy in Israel organised a tribute to Nelson 
Mandela’s legacy – guests were treated to the photogra-
phy of Tanya Modlinne, a former South African now 
living in Zoran. 

A UCT law graduate with a Masters degree from 
the Hebrew University, Tanya is today a Marketing 
Communications Manager at Amdocs in Ra’anana. She 
is also an exceptionally talented photographer who lec-
tures on the subject. 

“I was honoured to exhibit at the Telfed event,” says Tanya. “I 
have read Nelson Mandela’s autobiography twice. His life story is 
not only inspiring because of his struggle for freedom and democ-
racy, but also on the level of general tips on life.” Tanya marveled 
at how Mandela, a prisoner on Robben Island, had the ability to 

seek and find pleasure in the most menial of 
tasks. “Mandela spent so many years on Robben 
Island where access to magazines or newspa-
pers was restricted. One would think most peo-
ple would despair but Mandela speaks of the 
pleasure and satisfaction he drew from shak-
ing out the mat at the entrance to his cell and 
giving the floor a sweep. He also derived pleas-
ure from the small garden he cultivated in the 
rockery in the prison 
yard. This made me 
think differently of 

those “have-to” tasks like washing up or 
folding clothes that I have to do”.  

The selection of photographs exhibited 
is called “South Africans at Work and 
Leisure” and connects with the legacy 
of Nelson Mandela and the lessons he 
drew from life and shared with the pub-
lic in his writings and speeches. After all, 
it is the fundamental freedoms of ordi-
nary South Africans that were the driv-

Photography

Revisiting South Africa

The Fisherman
The photograph taken at Kalk Bay of a 

coloured fisherman with the harbour in the 
background is timeless. “The viewer can see 
from his dress, demeanour and facial expres-
sion that fishing is more 
than his livelihood – it’s 
his life as it was for gen-
erations before him and 
will be for generations 
that follow,” says Tanya. 

Contrast this with the 
photo of the man with 
his back to the view-
er next to the window 
taken inside what were 
once migrant workers 
quarters in Langa, a town-
ship in Cape Town. The interior has hard-
ly changed in almost a century since it was 
built. Despite the sparse conditions - cap-
tured by the dominance of black - someone 
is tenderly caring for the green pot-plants 
on the window-sill illuminated by the win-
ter sun’s rays! 

Is this not reminiscent of Mandela caring 
for his garden in the bleakest of circumstance?

ing force in his life. These photographs show 
some of those ordinary South Africans for 
whom Mandela worked so tirelessly. Ordinary 
South Africans, yes, but each frame has its 
own story for the viewer to contemplate and 
to tie to their own experience. 

Breadwinners
Despite the odds stacked against town-

ship residents, the spirit of entrepreneur-
ship still manages to emerge as seen in 
‘Friends’. The woman in the centre is the 
owner of a shop that is housed in a freight 
container. In the photo - ‘Dessert Queen’ 
- taken at Hout Bay harbour, this woman 
is not employed by Snoekies 
(a popular fish and chips eat-
ery) but holds a franchise to 
sell her home-baked desserts. 
“I was impressed with her en-
trepreneurial initiative.” Her 
posture and smile exudes con-
fidence and pride.   

At Home
“I was privileged to meet 

these teenage girls in their 
home. I had never been into 
people’s homes in Langa before. 
One can see they were friend-
ly and happy to have me take 
their photo. I think I managed 
to capture the close friendship 
between them”, says Tanya. 

A Retrospective
Tanya’s concept of photography as an art 

form of “not simply recording the present 
but of revealing the underlying past” reso-
nated even more so when after the exhibi-
tion, the writer revisited Mandela’s ‘Long 
Walk to Freedom’ and paged through the 
autobiography’s photographs.

There was a striking black and white 
photo of a man sewing his clothes. Could 
be any man involved in an ordinary activ-
ity. However, it was far from that! 

It was Nelson Mandela sewing his clothes 
in prison in Pretoria before being sent to 
Robben Island for the next leg on his ‘Long 
Walk to Freedom.’ •

“Fisherman”

“A Quiet Moment” Tanya Modlinne, with SA 
Ambassador Sisa Ngombane at 

her exhibition at the Nelson 
Mandela tribute event.

“A Dessert 
Queen”

“Good 
Company”

“At Home”

By David Kaplan
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An Insightful Visit
While sightseeing is what attracts most visitors to Cape 

Town, the eight Israelis from the Histradut who trave-
led there in December 2014 went not for ‘fun in the 
sun’ but to defend Israeli workers at the 4th UNI glob-
al Union conference. The union represents 20 million 
workers worldwide. Before departure, the delegates met 
with representatives of TbT (Truth be Told) – an advo-
cacy group founded by mainly former Southern Africans 
- to counsel and prepare them on a range of concerns, 
particularly with Cape Town today being a hotbed of 
virulent anti-Israel agitation. 

“Thankfully there were no demonstrations, 
no negative press and as far as the confer-
ence went, it was a mixed bag of positive 
and negatives,” says Dov Randel from Tel 
Aviv. Originally from Pretoria, Dov repre-
sented the Government Employees and Post 

& Telegraphs Union.
The major achievement says 

Dov “is that Israel now has 
nine members on the execu-
tive body; that is up from two 
which indicates we have in-
creasing support.”

Much work had been done be-
fore the conference to soften the 
wording of a proposed resolu-
tion against Israel. “Our main 
concern was that the resolution 
excluded any calls for boycotts 

but after endless wrangling, the final drafters had suffi-
cient support to retain its inclusion but relating only to 
goods from the West Bank, which they define as occu-
pied territory.” Nevertheless, while the Israeli delegates 
campaigned vigorously for countries not to support the 
resolution “as it would negatively affect Palestinian work-
ers as much as Jewish workers,” it was passed. 

Dov in his address to the conference said, “Supporting 
any resolution that advocates boycotts is counter-pro-
ductive to achieving peace.  Not only will this serve to 
break down the valuable bridges that are being built but 
will also lead to a large rise in unemployment, especially 
amongst Palestinian workers.”

Inevitably, while the resolution was passed, “What was 

By David Kaplan

pleasantly surprising was the support we 
received from Turkey and Switzerland 
whose representatives voted against the 
resolution expressing that the wording 
was unfair.”

The most antagonistic against Israel as-
serts Dov, “Were the British who were not 
content with a resolution against prod-
ucts from the West Bank but called for 
a total boycott of Israel. They found no 
support for this position.” 

Dov says this conference was “more than 
an ocean away” from the last labour union 
gathering he attended in South Africa in 
Durban. That was the Public Services 
International (PSI) congress April 2012.  “It was horrif-
ic,” recalls Dov “we staged a walkout following the ap-
proval of a resolution urging support for boycott, di-
vestment and sanctions (BDS) against Israel. The hate 
expressed against Israel was despicable.”

Welcoming the PSI vote back then, Muhammed Desai 
from BDS South Africa said: “Public tenders, municipal 
contracts and other services must now be scrutinized by shop 
stewards and trade unionists to ensure that our public ser-
vices are not in any way connected to Israel. There should 
be no normal relations with an abnormal state.”

Fast-forward to 2014 when Cape Town lived up to its 
reputation of being “The Friendly City” and Israel was 
not treated as an “abnormal state.”

“We were well received and Phillip Jennings, the re-
elected head of UNI, told me that he would like to work 
together with Israelis and Palestinians. This sentiment was 
expressed to us by many delegates in private.” Interestingly, 
“the Palestinians themselves are the least enthusiastic about 
a boycott, although they cannot express so publicly.” At a 
conference in Belgium, “a Palestinian delegate expressed 
in no uncertain terms that he opposed boycotts as it af-
fected the livelihood of many families which in turn af-
fects the Palestinian economy as a whole.”

While in Cape Town, the Histradut delegation met 
with Julie Berman, Director of the SAZF (CT), National 
President of the SAZF Adv. Jonathan Silke and Michael 
Bagrain, a labour lawyer, a former president of the 
SAJBOD and an MP for the DA (Democratic Alliance).

They say that foreigners never stay long enough on their 
holidays in South Africa to look beyond its natural beau-
ty and see how services are deteriorating.

The Histradut delegation had a taste of it. Enthusiastically, 

Teaming Up.TbT meets with Histadrut delega-
tion before their departure to a conference in South 

Africa. (L-R) Moti Geller, international secretary Ma’of, 
UCAPSE union of Clerical Commercial and Public 

Sector Employees; Charles Abelsohn TbT; Avital 
Shapira Histadrut international director; David Kaplan 
TbT Telfed; Rolene Marks TbT; Doron Karni IUGE Israel 
Union of Government Employees, National Secretary; 

Dov Randel IUGE international advisor

Appealing for Reason. Former 
Pretorian, Dov Randel from Tel Aviv, 
addresses the conference in Cape 
Town.

left (inset): Delegation Head: Arnon 
Bar David, Chairman UCAPSE 4
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they booked to visit Robben Island. “We most certainly 
wanted to see the prison where Mandela spent so much 
of his life. Well, we waited over two hours with a crowd 
that had grown to nearly a thousand people. In the end, 
we were told, “The boat is broken; come back tomorrow.” 

The next day they were on their way back to Israel. •

A Sefer Torah for Solly
As a token of appreciation for his dedication to the or-

ganization and to Religious Zionism, World Mizrachi 
presented a Sefer Torah to Solly Sacks following his re-
cent retirement having served 24 years as its inspiring 
Director General.

Over 400 people attended the ceremony in Jerusalem 
including Chief Rabbi Lau, distinguished rabbis, gov-
ernment ministers, MKs, family members and person-
al friends of the Sacks family. Under Solly’s leadership, 
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World Mizrachi greatly ex-
panded its activities opening 
many new branches around the 
world.  Today, World Mizrachi 
is active in 32 countries and 
has grown into the single larg-
est group within the World 
Zionist Organization. 

“Working with so many Jewish 
communities, particularly in 
supporting Israel-related ed-
ucational programmes and 
above all promoting Aliyah 
has been personally enriching,” 
says Solly who has represent-
ed Mizrachi on such world bodies as the Jewish Agency, 
World Jewish Congress, European Jewish Congress and 
the World Conference of Rabbis. “Of course, it’s all 
very well promoting Aliyah,” says Solly “but when you 
see them actually arriving here from countries all over 
the world, speaking different languages, this is the most 
rewarding. They all speak a common language in their 
love for Israel.” 

Before making Aliyah in 1991 with Gita and four chil-
dren, Solly  served six years as Chairman   of the SAZF 
and Chairman of Mizrachi in South Africa.

Today Solly sits on the Telfed Executive as well as on 
its Board of Governors having served for two years as the 
organisation’s chairman.

Solly’s Sefer Torah will finally be “the pride and joy” in 
the new World Mizrachi Center which is to be built in the 
heart of Jerusalem. In the meantime, it is currently on loan 
to Shavei Darom - a growing ex-Gush Katif community in 
the south of Israel. •

Welcome 
Opposition

While South African government 
officials are staying clear of official 
visits to Israel, not so with the official 
opposition. In February, members 
of Truth be Told (TbT) met with 
a delegation of the Democratic 
Alliance (DA) at the Dan Hotel in Tel 

People

Aviv. The renowned 
l a b o u r  l a w y e r 
Michael Bagraim 
who successfully 
secured in 2013 
t h e  r e l e a s e  o f 
fellow Capetonian 
Prof. Cyril Karabus 
after nine months 

of unjust detention in the UAE, organized the 10-man 
delegation visit. Only one of two Jews in the new South 
African parliament, Bagraim is determined to support 
greater enriching interaction between SA and Israel. The 
DA delegation was a microcosm of South Africa’s rainbow 
image as it included a cross-section of race and religion – 
notably Jews, Christians, a Muslim and a Hindu.

Meeting the delegation a few days after the South African 
opposition parties staged an unprecedented protest and 
walkout during President Zuma’s annual state-of-the-nation 
address, it was illuminating hearing firsthand from these 
DA members what transpired. “We all wore black to an 
event that’s usually filled with fanfare and then walked out 
of the chamber in protest of armed security officers ejecting 
certain lawmakers who were trying to ask questions.” 

Stevens Mokglapa, the DA’s 
Shadow Minister for Foreign 
Affairs was most upbeat in 
visiting Israel and was hoping 
to learn how Israel can help 
South Africa in the areas of 
bio-technology, agriculture 
and solar energy. When asked 
about those ‘obstructive’ forces 
who work against greater bi-
lateral trade, he responded with: 
“There is politics and there is 
business; and when it is in the 
best interests of all parties, 
business trumps politics. •

You have to 
hand it to 

Modiin
‘Lending a helping hand’ 

had more of a literal meaning 
when Telfed volunteer Daniella 
Tannenwald of Modiin, mobilised 
a team of fellow physiotherapists 
and pedicurists to provide a spe-
cial spa session for ‘lone soldiers’ 
who participated in ‘Operation 
Protective Edge’ last year.

It all started when during the 
war, she heard that 500 soldiers 
were to be hosted at the Modiin 
municipal pool for a fun day and 
was looking for physiotherapists to 

Solly Sacks (right) 
and Rabbi Doron 
Perez who took 
over from Solly as 
Director of World 
Mizrachi.

Bilateral Relations. Members of Truth be Told (Charles Abelsohn and 
David Kaplan )  meeting with a delegation of South Africa’s official op-
position, the DA at the Dan Hotel in Tel Aviv. MP Michael Bagraim who 
organized the visit, is second from the left while the Shadow Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Stevens Mokglapa is second from the right. Representing 
the Histradut, is Dov Randel (right)

“They served for us, now we served for  them.”    Lone 
Soldiers Spa day in Modiin with Daniella Tannenwald 

(centre, holding  a photograph.)

For more information. call  Meir Levmore:

050-7207010 or email meir@itvsat.com
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Telfed chairman Dave Bloom, members 
of the Directorate, Executive Council and 
all staff express heartfelt condolences to 
families whose loved ones (listed below) 

have passed away in recent months:

In Memoriam
JOE SIMON (z’l)

“Joe dedicated his life to Torah, Am 
Yisrael and Zionism and lived by ex-
ample,” began Solly Sacks former 
Director General of World Mizrachi 
and former Chairman of Telfed, in 
his stirring tribute to 
Joe at his life-long 
friend’s funeral. 

An inspirat ional 
leader in his youth in 
the Bnei Akiva youth 
movement, Joe would 
later prove a strong ad-
vocate for Aliyah when 
serving as Chairman 
of both Mizrachi and 
the SAZF in South 
Africa. Living by the 
same creed he advocated to others, 
Joe and Phyllis made Aliyah and 
“were blessed in having their entire 
family living in Israel. What greater 
joy could there be for this Zionist,” 
asked Solly, than “living his life with 
his children and grandchildren close 
to him in Israel and following in 
his ideals?” 

Joe and Phyllis hailed from one of 
the finest shichvot (age groups)in Bnei 
Akiva which would impact promi-
nently in Jewish life in South Africa 
and Israel. Settling in Jerusalem fol-
lowing his Aliyah, Joe was co-opt-
ed onto Telfed’s Executive and with 
his experience and passion, contrib-
uted meaningfully during the peri-
od when Telfed initiated the creation 
of the Israel Centre in South Africa.

It was sheer coincidence that 
while paging through an old Telfed 
Magazine (December 1996), the 
writer’s attention was drawn to 
a ‘Letter to the Editor’ from the 
then Chairman of the SAZF, Joe 
Simon who wrote: “I enjoyed your 
September issue which brought back 
memories for me. I remember many 

of the Hashomer HaDati madrichim 
who went on Machon prior to 1948 
– Basil Joseph, Solly Kesler, Bennie 
Morris and Eli Apt. I recall that they 
were on Kfar Eztion in 1947, and the 
tremendous input they put into the 
Movement. Solly Kesler was particu-

larly good at teaching 
Hebrew songs some of 
which I remember to 
this day.”

And “to this day” 
there will be many all 
over the Jewish world 
that will be saddened 
on learning of the pass-
ing of this great Zionist 
and will remember 
him fondly as having 

enriched their lives.
Telfed extends heartfelt condolences 

to wife, Phyllis, their four children 
and their families.

BELLA NICK (z’l)
When the writer called Bella to re-

mind her that he will be dropping 
off the Telfed Magazines for hand-
deliveries in her area in Kfar Saba 
and heard “Not this time David, 

not feeling 
too good,” 
I thought 
little of it 
until I was 
saddened to 
learn that 
she would 
never again 
d e l i v e r 
magazines. 
Bella had 

been a ‘Telfed Postman’ for over 
fifteen years as well as having been 
an active member of the Kfar Saba 
Telfed Regional Committee in its 
heyday. 

Astute at resolving issues, “Bella was 

Tributes by David Kaplan

attend to their aches and pains. “I jumped at the opportuni-
ty, particularly as my own planned visit as a volunteer to the 
south had been cancelled for security concerns. Now with 
the soldiers literally on my doorstep, Hamas would not stop 
me.” And so, together with her friend Talia Tzadok, who 
is also a physiotherapist, “we ventured to the pool, found 
an umbrella and before long we had soldiers queuing up.” 

Two weeks passed when she received an SMS from one of 
those appreciative soldiers. He was English-
speaking and a ‘lone Soldier’ from abroad. It 
was now after the war and he was organising 
a reunion of nineteen ‘lone soldiers’ - male 
and female - in Modiin, “and I immediately 
thought of you as we would like to include 
massages for our sore backs.” 

Daniela thought, “They had served us and 
now it is our time to serve them,” and she en-
rolled seven massage therapists and three ped-
icurists, as well as local residents and business-
es who donated food and drinks.

“We ended the summer on a high having 
met some incredible young soldiers, and intro-
duced them to our beautiful city of Modiin.” •

Aubrey Levin (Kibbutz Yizreel)

Channa Eidelman (Givatayim/Herzliya)

David Gordon (Kfar Saba)

Denise Winkler (Raanana)

Dov Cohen (Tsfat)

Elaine Rosenberg (Caesaria)

Eliot Kretzmer (Kfar Saba)

Evelyn Levy (Ra’anana)

Ezra Russo (S.A.)

Gina Etting (Herzlia)

Hana Tabachnik (Rehovot)

Helen Shoshani (Holon)

Herman Musikanth (Kibbutz Maagan Michael)

Heyman Saenger (Elazar)

Ivor Wainstein (Savyon)

Julius Nickel (Kfar Saba) 

Leon Schwartz (Modi’in)

Nancy Epstein (Ra’anana)

Nicole Meyer (Hod Hasharon)

Reuven Eppel (Kibbutz Givat Haim)

Ronnie Bear (Ra’anana)

Samara Gordon (Eilat)

Shimon Shelef (Kibbutz Yizreel)

Trevor Little (Kibbutz Yizreel)

Woolf Mankowitz (Jerusalem)

Yvonne Narunsky (Kfar Shmaryahu)

Jewish Support for Africa. Former Zambian, Aviva Ron from Israel is seen 
here at the groundbreaking ceremony in June 2014 of the first building 

of the Copperbelt University School of Medicine in Zambia, sponsored by 
the Zambian Jewish community.

Total Home Renovations
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Call today for free advice and/or quotes.

(054)431-5005
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Philip Symon,  always the per fectionist, uses 
the latest techniques for upgrading, refurbishing 

and maintaining your property to the highest 
standard. For over 25 years, Philip Symon has been 
synonymous with reliability and expertise. Join his 

long list of satisfied clients and bring a touch of 
class to your home.

Ser vices include :  •Professional Painting and 
decorative moldings •Demolition •  Bathroom and 
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Philip Symon is
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From Zambia with Love
It does not matter wh ere Jews reside 
in th e world; th ey enrich th eir society 
wh ile at th e sam e tim e Israel is never 

far from th eir th oughts. 
As the African sun assuredly sets on the Jewish community 

of Zambia, “it was a question of what to do with the commu-
nity’s assets that would best exemplify the outstanding leg-
acy of Zambia’s Jewish community,” said Michael Galaun, 
Chairman of the Council of Zambian Jewry. The result was 
an affirmation of that Jewish mindset that has so exemplified 
Jewish communal life in sub-Sahara Africa. “Contribute to 
your country and provide for Israel’s future.”

And so it was that after the sale of five synagogues and the 
house of the rabbi in Lusaka, together with the proceeds from 
the sale on other communal assets over the years, a total of 
$2 million was split between providing funds for a univer-
sity and a new medical school in Ndola, Zambia and spon-
soring at Tel Aviv University (TAU), the Zambian Jewish 
Community Public Health Wing in the Faculty of Medicine 
and the Zambian Jewish Community Public Health Exchange 
Programme.

An inauguration ceremony will be held on the 14th May 2015 
(11.45-1.00pm) at the School of Public Health, Sackler Faculty 
of Medicine to which the public are invited.  For more infor-
mation contact Ayana Segal Cohen, TAU; ayanac@tauex.tau.
ac.il or 03-6407075

An article on the Jewish community of Zambia will appear 
in our next Telfed Magazine. •
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one who put out fires, never adding 
to the flames,” says her sister Sybil 
Shapiro. However, when it came to 
Zionism, she was all fired-up.

An ardent member of Habonim at 
school, during university and also 
later in married life, “my social life 
was devoted to Zionistic activities.” 
This her children will attest to. In 
East London “our home became 
a hive of movement activity and 
the shlichim were always around.” 
Israel was always close to the heart 
and “she taught Hebrew at Heder, 
Jewish studies at school, started 
the Jewish Nursery School and 
was mentor to the Young Women’s 
Zionist Society, Bnot Aviv.” 

It was this same ‘fire’ that in-
flamed her in Israel volunteer-
ing with both Telfed and WIZO.

Telfed extends heartfelt condo-
lencess to her children and their 
families.

CHANNA EIDELMAN (z’l)
Adorned in a long flowing white 

dress and with a floral crown on her 
head, the tall pretty girl stood proudly 
on the float in the Yom Haatzmaut 
procession in Rosebank, Cape Town. 
The year was 1950; the visiting dig-
nitary was Israeli Foreign Minister 
Moshe Sharet and the pretty girl 
on the float - named “The Spirit of 
Jerusalem’ - was Channa Eidelman 
who passed away in February.

That “spirit” would never leave 
Channa. 

Soon after arriving on Aliyah in 
the early fifties, having worked in 
the Aliyah Department in Cape 
Town, “I was snapped up by Telfed 
Director Sam Levin. He would not 
hear of me refusing even though I 
was three months pregnant. And 
what’s more, he said, “Channa, you 

are paid to smile.”
You did not have to pay Channa 

to smile; it came naturally.
She was the friendly face of 

Telfed at 109 HaYarkon Street, 
Tel Aviv as one young man at the 
time attested to this at Channa’s 
funeral: 

“As a young lone soldier, whenever 
I visited the Fed in Hayarkon Street, 
her first words were sit down, have 
something to eat. Do you need an-
ything and have you a suitable place 
to sleep. She was a Mensh,” said 
Bennie Bar-Yehuda (nee Croock).”

Channa remained at Telfed until 
1971. Her period there was “exciting.” 
It was the years of increased Aliyah 
and endless streams of Southern 
African tourists. “The Fed in those 
days was as busy as a beehive and our 
coffee shop could rival anything on 
Dizengoff Street. For tourists from 
Southern Africa, popping into the 
Fed was the highlight of their visit. 
They would gesels (Afrikaans: talk) 
with the local South Africans, read 
newspapers and find out informa-
tion about Israel.” Many over the 
ensuing years would make Aliyah 
after first having engaged the “Spirit 
of Jerusalem”. One such visitor 

What you do is your business.
If you want people to know 

about it, its OUR business.
Why not take a Classified Advert? For only 
NIS 200 you will reach the entire Southern 
African community in Israel. If you take a 
contract for four issues, you will receive a 

15% discount. on the package.  
Please contact David Kaplan at  09-

7672404, 050-7432361 or email: hildav@
netvision.net.il

Therapy
Fiona Shlakman. BSW. Johannesburg 
& New York. Experienced social work 
therapist. Individual therapy for ado-
lescents and adults. Specializing in ad-
diction, depression, grief and loss, 
ADHD, self-harm, sexual identi-
ty, relationship issues, divorce adjust-
ment, geriatric and aged parents issues. 
Raanana.0543395696

Tour Guide
Henry. Licensed tour guide. Enjoy the 
sights with insight. Enthusiasm is what 
I offer. Let me have the pleasure of  
showing you Israel. Contact henry@
netvision.net.il Home: 09-7456344, 
mobile:054-6696263

We Want
Any China, household goods, tableware, sil-
ver plate, glassware, bric-a-brac or small fur-
niture that you can live without? Or moving 
house? We’ll make you an offer you can live 
with. Call Sol or Lorraine, Gallery Lauren, 
83 Sokolov Street, Ramat Hasharon. Tel. 
(03)540-9481.

Accommodation
Holiday Apts,  Ra’anana, Herzliya 
Pituach, Jerusalem and Netanya, web-
site www.rentisrael.com , info@rentisra-
el.com (050)711-7967 voip (416)630-
9639 skype caryfox1

Holiday Apartments - Ra’anana: modern, 
central, fully-furnished and equipped. 
Sleeps 6/8, 2 bathrooms, central air-
conditioning. Short-term rentals avail-
able. Contact Ralph: (054)429-1455/6, 
(09)749-3399, Not Shabbat.

B & B in Centre of Ra’anana Double 
Room + own bathroom in lovely apart-
ment. Tel: (077)210-3230, (052)676-
5517.  annhlevin@hotmail.com

Accommodation to let in Ra’anana: 
3-roomed holiday apartment, furnished, 
including use of gym and pool, short or 
long term. (050)792-4473.

Haifa- Mercaz HaCarmel. Available for 
reasonable rent during holiday period 
from 15th - 29th Sept. 2 ½ rooms in 
charming home on 1st floor with huge 
balcony overlooking the mountainside. 
A 5 min. walk from cafes and cinematec. 
It is conveniently situated across the road 
from a Health club and swimming pool 
.Please contact Audrey Gil gil.aud@gmail.
com M: 972-525-312473

Antique Clock Repairs
Antique Clock Repairs: I repair and 
make new parts for your old or antique 
clock. I am a specialist in this field! 
Countrywide Service. I also buy and sell 
classic and unique clocks. Susan (09)772-
9222, (052)243-0040.

Specialized Bicycle Store
For all your cycling needs in Raanana.
Authorised dealers for leading firms.
Certified fully equipped mechanic work-
shop.Koby and Yoel at Merutz Ofanaim. 
We won’t take you for a ride. Keidar 
Ctr, 19 Hacharoshet St., 09-8326234 free 
customer parking. We collect and deliver. 
www.raananabikelab.info

Classifieuds

Catering
Fonda’s Catering - catering for all oc-
casions. Offering certified Kosher cater-
ing from Fonda’s at Meatland for all your 
catering needs from Britot to Weddings. 
For further information, contact Nicky 
052-8488678.

Computer
Israel’s PC doctor, complete PC, 
Network, & Internet Support – House 
calls day or night; Expertly solving all com-
puter problems; repairs, sales, upgrades 
& instruction, Microsoft & CompTIA 
Certified; 21 years experience.  Free con-
sultations & advice.  Remote & Onsite 
Support. References available–see website. 
Contact Beau: (054)772-6239, beau1@
techie.com; www.israelpcdoctor.com 

Counselling
Improve relationships - marital, family 
and individual counselling. Trauma de-
briefing. Loss and grief work. Building 
self-esteem and teaching social and 
problem-solving skills for teens. Jackie 
Galgut (054) 9762513. (Counselling 
social worker)

Math Tutoring
Private Mathematics tutoring by expe-
rienced Mathematics teacher. Ramot 
area, Jerusalem. Phone Ilana Dubb: 
055-6613944

Sewing Machines
Repairs on all makes of sewing machines 
and overlockers. Big discounts on new ma-
chine prices. Trade-ins accepted. Used ma-
chines bought and sold. Free advice and 
help gladly given. Jock Kahn (09) 7741568, 
(052)4672113 

All classified advertisements have to be paid in advance of publication. For payment by Credit Card, 
please contact Dafna Rosenfeld at  Telfed Magazine Accounts: 09-7907808

was Sidney Shapiro -Telfed’s future 
Director -“who stepped into the office 
in 1967 - a Six Day War volunteer. It 
was so wonderful assisting those who 
came for and during the wars to vol-
unteer on kibbutzim and then wel-
come them later on Aliyah.” For Telfed 
staff member Sharon Bernstein, who 
started working at Telfed long after 
Chana had left, said: “I feel she only 
left Telfed the day she died. Never 
a week went by that she was not in 
touch with the office advising on 
some matter or another. Telfed was 
in her blood.”

Channa was a colourful charac-
ter and a wonderful source of infor-
mation to Telfed Magazine on “the 
old days.” In truth, those days were 
more colourful because of the likes 
of Channa.

She will be sorely missed.
Telfed extends heartfelt condolences 

to Channa’s children and their families.

A full tribute to Henry Musikanth will 
appear in the next issue of Telfed.

Friendly Faces: Telfed 
staff in the mid 1950s 
(Channa 2nd from the 
right). Simie Weinstein 
is seen centre.

Channa with Sidney 
Shapiro, former 

Director of Telfed at a 
Telfed staff reunion.


