"Nobody makes a greater mistake than
he who does nothing because
he could only do a little."
Edmund Burke

Happy Chanukah!
Dear Friends,
As 2016 comes to a close and we celebrate Chanukah,
we also acknowledge the magic of miracles and how unexpected interventions can change a life.
This is especially true for Nina. You see, this Chanukah will be the first time that she doesn’t have to put on a smile
for her children but is genuinely beaming. Together with their 2 children Zach and Shani, the Mozeson* family made
Aliyah from South Africa four years ago. Nina quickly got a job as a marketing writer, though her husband was less
fortunate. Financial burdens increased over time, as did his frustration. He eventually ended up returning to SA, leaving
not only the country but his marriage. And a mountain of debts that she wasn’t aware of. Nina soldiered on, and faced
growing pressure to manage alone, whilst trying to maintain a normal routine for the kids. Perhaps it was the stress that
led to her diagnosis of breast cancer 8 months ago – which was a frightening reality for her. Wondering if she could
battle through it, how it would affect her work and family and what the prospects of recovery were, she decided
to make contact with Telfed’s Social Worker, Ariela.
Over the course of the last year, Telfed was able to negotiate with her creditors and reduce the interest on Nina’s
NIS 50,000 debt from 13.6% to 6%. The Assistance Committee haggled with the banks and lawyers on her behalf,
preventing ‘Hotza’ah Le’Poal’ – a writ of execution on her household belongings. After detailed examination of
documentation, the Assistance Committee also authorized a grant to Nina, to ensure that her family would not be
evicted on account of rental arrears. This, in addition to a monthly stipend to help cover expenses during the course
of her treatment. So Nina is breathing easy again, in more ways than one!
Thanks to the financial and emotional support she received from Telfed, this chag is going to be a real celebration. For
the first time in many years - it is filled with hope and happiness. This has been her miracle.

We hope Nina’s joy inspires you to support our Chanukkah Appeal with a NIS 360 gift.

There are so many ways in which we can help, and we are working with over 400 individuals each month who need us
for their individual miracles (including South African families in Haifa whose homes were destroyed or suffered serious
damage in the November fires). It’s all part of our ongoing mission to ensure Southern Africans have somewhere
to turn to when things look bleak.
But we can only help people like Nina and the fire victims with your support. It's vital that we stand together and
commit to helping each other succeed. For this to happen, we need you. Telfed has stepped in to provide urgent
relief in the most distressing moments, when all other avenues of support have been exhausted.
As 2014 draws to close, please consider being part of a miracle in someone else’s life with an end of year
tax deductible donation that is guaranteed to provide hope in an hour of need. Please partner with us today so that
we never have to turn away a family in need. You can call the office on 09 7907819, donate through the Telfed website
(http://www.telfed.org.il/donor) or use the enclosed form in the magazine. Thank you!
We wish you and your family a cheerful Chanukkah and prosperous 2017.
With warm regards,

Dorron Kline
CEO

Nava Lapid
COO

“whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he saved an entire world.”
“Talmud Yerushalmi - Tractate Sanhedrin 4;9

*Identifying details have been changed
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H T OFF THE PRESS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY — BETH PROTEA TURNS 24 …

How on earth does one account for how quickly the years have disappeared. It is
almost impossible to believe that our very special facility has just celebrated it’s 24th
birthday. We continue to strive to provide the best possible home-away-from-home
for our residents. A place that can nurture the mind, body and soul and we look
forward to a promising future serving our community to the best of our ability.

EVERYONE HAS A STORY …

ALL THAT JAZZ …

Daphna Levy And The Classicats
graced our concert hall recently
performing an innovative “Crossover”
concert combining jazz with popular
classical compositions. An evening
to remember, performed by superb
musicians. A royal treat for all.

Leon Lewis (who is probably wellknown to many of our readers) is the
current Chairman of the Residents
Committee. Leon, being the inspiration
that he is, recently decided to start a
regular evening entitled “Everyone Has
A Story”. The idea behind this was a
way for the residents to hear interesting
things about their fellow residents.
About their younger lives, often in other
countries, about their careers and oh, so
much more. Accolades to Leon who has
probably the largest attendance ever to
these evenings.

CHAGIM, CHAGIM, FOOD …

FUN-FILLED EVENING …

Food, glorious food can be the only
description used for the recent neverending month of festivities. And of
course, like we all know, every festive
occasion needs a festive meal. The
Beth Protea kitchen excelled with
mouth- watering dishes and special
menus to ensure that the New Year was
welcomed with style and no doubt,
satisfied even the fussiest of palettes.

It was time to relax, let one’s hair
down and enjoy a well-deserved night
on the town for the dedicated Beth
Protea staff. “Punchline” was the venue
which is renowned for its versatile
and talented singing waiters who made
sure it was one hellava party...

MILESTONE CELEBRATIONS …

Looking around at the wonderful people who reside at Beth Protea, one would
be surprised to hear that several of them are 90+ or 100+ and there are those
“young” couples too who have celebrated 60+ years of marriage. What a miracle
this is. Many “milestone” celebrations have been held recently at Beth Protea
where family and friends join to share the special day.
BETH PROTEA – The Pride of Israel’s Southern African Community
5 Asher Barash Street, Herzlia, Tel: 09-9595222, Fax: 09-9595300
Email: info@bethprotea.org.il
Website : www.bethprotea.org.il
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“Our Doors Are Open”
While our senses back in late November salivated to the
sights and smells of sufganiyot, and our thoughts were
of the soon-to-be-lighting of chanukiyot in homes across
Israel, few would have foreseen that the flames
that traditionally unite our “People” over
Chanukah were to flare in advance, not from
candles, but from the rooftops of homes.
Within hours of the fiery outbreak, Telfed
appealed by email to its Southern African
community to offer temporary accommodation to
fellow community members in need. Within minutes the
responses came in from across Israel – private homes
as well as kibbutzim – offering immediate shelter and
food. Some responded: “We have no beds but plenty of
mattresses and linen – just come and bring your family.”
Some did!
As the smoldering embers died down, and thousands
of evacuated families began returning home after the
weekend, one South African family found they had no
home to return to.
 עצוב, עצוב,“( עצובSad, sad, sad”) was how Haifa resident,
Celwyn Rudner, a recent Oleh from South Africa described
his feelings as he looked upon the flames engulfing
much of his city. “The devastation of the trees, plants and
animals – it’s a crying shame.” Celwyn was one of the lucky
ones; he was not among the over 70,000 of his fellow
Haifa residents that needed to be evacuated. Distraught
by those whose homes were destroyed or sadly no longer
have homes, he advised Telfed to pass on his message:

“Our doors are open to all in need.”
This writer also spoke to a distressed 22-year-old IDF recruit,
Ofri, who was awakened at 3.00am to help evacuate
from the high wooded hills at Beit Meir near Jerusalem,
200 crying schoolkids and had to run the gauntlet down a
narrow country lane in buses with the trees on either side
burning. “It looked like we were going through a tunnel of
fire. There was no other way out to escape.
These were the most terrifying moments of my life – I was
scared not only for myself but for these young kids.”
The JNF reports that over 32,000 acres of forests were
destroyed by fires - a combination of the fault of nature parched brush land and fierce winds - and the nefarious
intent of man. The image of trees burning stands in sharp
contrast to the message in our Cover Story on Isaac
Ochberg, who not only saved nearly 200 Jewish orphans
from almost certain death in 1921, but through his
generosity, left the largest bequest to the JNF in history.
Many of the trees in the Megiddo region stand as a loving
testimony to those – like Ochberg - that build and save,
rather than those that destroy and kill.
Since 1948, Isaac Ochberg’s portrait hangs in Telfed’s
office not only as a reminder of the legacy of one man
who subscribed to the Talmudic expression that “Whoever
saves one life saves the entire world”, but also as shinning
example to illuminate the path ahead.
With Telfed’s record of successfully absorbing Southern
African Olim since 1948, it walks in the footsteps of
Ochberg, and like the new Oleh expressed: “Our doors are
open.”
David E. Kaplan - Editor

Give a Gift of Love
To mark a special milestone,
celebrate an occasion or honour
a loved one/ host, you can make a
donation to Keren Telfed and we
will send a card in your name to a
chosen recipient.
Give a meaningful gift by assisting
members of our community
who are less fortunate.
For more info:
Shireen Burt:
donations@telfed.org.il
09-7907819

The number of young South
Africans opting to study at
Israeli universities is on the
“way, way up”. This was the
trend even before the
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latest upheavals at South
African universities – from
frightening anti-Semitic
graffiti on classroom
blackboards at Wits, and the
burning of a law library at the
University of KwaZulu-Natal,
to pulling down statues at
UCT - that “can only add
significantly to the increase
of interest” said Dave Bloom,
Chairman of Telfed’s bold
new initiative - SASI (South
Africans studying in Israel).

Focus on Telfed

SASI is Sizzling: Hot off the Press
back row - Mel Cohen (SASI committee member), Frankie Friedman, Zachery Levin (above), Neil Mayers, Sidney Shapiro, (SASI committee member), Dave Bloom (SASI Chairman). front row - Merav
Fisher, Georgia Ungar, Savanah Muller, Steve Handler (SASI Committee member), Ariyeh Taitz, Shlomit Maman and Stephanie Miller (Director of Recruitment and Admissions at the IDC Herzliya).

Launched this year following the encouragement of the
Eric and Sheila Samson Foundation, other donors in the
local community are being encouraged to follow suit for
a project that can only be described “of the community,
by the community, for the community.” This is a win-win
for parents and their children and no less important - the
Jewish community, who are supporting a Jewish leadership
of tomorrow enriched by their Israeli experience. SASI
students are eligible to apply for needs-based subsidized
accommodation grants and study scholarships, access to
ulpan preparatory studies if needed, youth counsellors and
the support of Telfed’s full professional staff.
There are currently approximately 90 students from South
Africa registered at the IDC Herzliya. “This is close to a
50% increase,” says Jonathan Davis, President of the IDC
Herzliya’s International School. Buoyed by optimism,
there are ready quips of soon “a campus rugby team” and
“how about stocking up the campus café with biltong!”
Now there you have something to chew on!
Raising Hands to a Bright Future: The excitement
was palpable when Telfed welcomed the first cohort of
participants in the SASI programme. All of the students have
settled in to their courses at the IDC in Herzliya, and “We
look forward to supporting them throughout their degree
and to seeing them flourish in Israel,” says SASI Committee
Chairman Dave Bloom.
One new student at the IDC is effervescent Kelly Odes who
participated in a panel debate at the Limmud Conference
in Johannesburg in August before leaving for Israel. The
subject of the riveting debate was: ‘Study Options After
School - South Africa vs Israel’. Kelly was most persuasive
and her enthusiasm infectious. No wonder she influenced
“five of my friends” to join her this year to study in Israel. Her
parents were no less “fired up” by their daughter’s decision.
“With the support infrastructure of the IDC and Telfed, we

know our Kelly is in good hands,” her mother told this writer,
with her father adding “all that, while receiving a top degree
that will be internationally recognized.”

Pressing for Partners

Following on from the successful partnership with the IDC
Herzliya, Telfed is presently extending its collaboration to
Tel Aviv University, Bar Ilan University (BIU) and Ben
Gurion University. They recently met with representatives
of these institutions, notably BIU President, Rabbi Prof.
Daniel Hershkowitz, (Israel’s former Minister of Science
and Technology), and Maureen Meyer Adiri, the Director
of the TAU International Office. Telfed maintains regular
contact with the Israel Centre in South Africa and Israel’s
Ministry of Absorption, to ensure maximum support for
prospective students seeking internationally recognized
degrees from Israel’s superlative institutions of higher
learning.
“One does not need to make Aliyah to participate in SASI,”
says Dave Bloom “but students who wish to do so after the
first year of the programme will be eligible for government
benefits, further lowering their overall costs.”
The major cost is not so much the tuition fees but the
accommodation “and this is where Telfed and the Samson
Foundation comes to the rescue,” assures Dave.
Making up the SASI committee under the chairmanship
of Dave Bloom (a former Telfed chairman), are: Sid
Shapiro, Steve Handler, Mel Cohen, Dorron Kline and
in South Africa, Dorothy Sank from Cape Town and Fran
Blumenthal from Johannesburg. The Telfed office is
fielding a growing number of enquiries daily. For those
who are interested in learning more about the programme,
or in registering to participate, please contact Merav Fisher
(burs.adm@telfed.org.il) or call toll free from South Africa:
0800-997-495 ext. 217

Focus on Telfed
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Learning Can Be Fun. Telfed volunteer from Ra’anana, Estelle Treiwis teaching
English to Ethiopian youngsters in Hadera.

TECI: The Telfed Touch

“Kudos to our Telfed community including residents of
Mevesseret Zion for donating quality merchandise to
our second- hand shop serving the over 800 Ethiopian
residents at the city’s Absorption Centre,” says TECI (Telfed
Ethiopian Community Initiative) Chairman, Mel Cohen.
“The proceeds of the sales,” explains Mel, “are then used
for projects empowering the Ethiopian community.”
Following the success so far, “we are now looking for
additional volunteers to increase the hours of business presently open only three afternoons per week,” says Roy
Scher, head of the Telfed Jerusalem Regional Committee.
(Interested volunteers can contact Shireen Burt
at Telfed, 09-7907817.)

The second-hand shop follows TECI’s other collaborative
ventures, notably: ‘The Women’s Courtyard’ in Netanya
protecting and empowering ‘woman in distress’ and ‘girlsat-risk’, and ‘MAKSAM’, which improves the prospects of
Hadera’s young Ethiopian children through educational
enrichment. TECI’s vision is far reaching.
Joining the Jewish Agency, government organisations
and NGO’s, TECI co-sponsored a seminar for staff and
residents at the Mevasseret Absorption Centre on ‘Sexual
Harassment, Rape and Sexual Conduct’, which TECI
member Shira Lipschitz, praised, “for the professional
manner this sensitive subject was handled.”
And looking over the horizon into 2017, former South
African Estelle Treiwis - a qualified remedial teacher – will
be implementing a 30 week English reading programme
for Ethiopian children, with the goal of expanding to
include adults.
“Improving the command of the English language will be
hugely beneficial to the kids in school, and will assist the
adults in securing employment.
We are thrilled at getting this programme off the ground’
says Mel. Once up and running, TECI plans to replicate the
‘English Enrichment Programme’ for Ethiopians in the Beit
Shemesh area.

Chairman’s Message

Over the last few festive months we have eaten,
fasted, and eaten some more! Come Chanukah, we will
delightfully tuck into sufganiyot as we celebrate the
“Festival of Lights”. Rejoicing in each ‘mouthful’ our victory
over adversity, and light over darkness, we celebrate
too Telfed’s role in ‘illuminating’ the
way forward in serving the Southern
African community. In response to the
current ‘dark’ period at South African
universities with boycotts, arson,
destruction of property, and naked
anti-Semitism revealed in vile graffiti on
class blackboards, Telfed offers light with
SASI (Southern Africans Studying in Israel) its excitingly
new initiative facilitating young South Africans to study
in English at colleges and universities in Israel. We already
have seven SASI students who are studying for degrees
in English at the IDC Herzliya, ranging from Business
Administration, Computer Science and Communications
to Government and Diplomacy and Psychology.
Building on our first-year of success, we are expanding
our programme to other universities across Israel to
accommodate a wide range of academic pursuits.
We recently met with the representatives of Tel Aviv

University (TAU), Bar Ilan University and Ben Gurion of
the Negev and plan in the coming months to explore
opportunities at Haifa University, Hebrew University, Ariel
University and the Technion.
In ‘light” of the path we have set, we should be able to
offer academic options to South African pursuing degrees
raging from the Liberal Arts and Business, to Engineering
and the Sciences. Telfed is proud of its role in serving the
Southern African community since 1948.
Over the years we have identified the critical needs of the
time – from housing to employment - and responded.
Today we see a need to focus on ‘education’ for South
Africa’s Jewish youth, who are facing troubling choices
about their future.
It is a concern for their parents no less than for them,
and with SASI, there is the knowledge and the comfort
of being future recipients of the finest education at
Israel’s most prestigious universities with a support
infrastructure provided by Telfed. This Chanukah we
welcome the students of tomorrow “to see the light” and
join a growing young Southern African scholastic family
at Israel’s illustrious institutions of higher learning. When
you do, Telfed will be there for you.
Chag Urim Sameach. Maish Isaacson

Rabbinic Road

Tomorrow’s Leaders. Telfed CEO Dorron Kline (2nd row far right) with inspirational participants
in the Diller Programme from Cape Town and Shoham.

Diller is a Thriller

“We are sowing the seeds for an enriching communal
leadership of tomorrow,” expressed Julie Berman,
Director of the Cape Council of the South African
Zionist Federation on her recent visit to Telfed. She
praised Telfed for introducing the prestigious Diller teen
leadership programme to South Africa and stressed “the
positive impact that it is having on Jewish community
youth.”
Discussions were held on increasing co-operation to
include combatting BDS, as well as promoting the
SASI programme in Cape Town where Telfed provides
structured financial and social support to South Africans
studying at universities and colleges in Israel. Following

Close Ties. Director of the SAZF (CT Branch) Julie Berman and Telfed Vice Chair Batya Shmukler.

the Telfed initiative, the Israel Centre in Johannesburg
is now running the Diller programme in Johannesburg
and Cape Town in cooperation with the local Zionist
Federation offices and schools. Telfed’s CEO Dorron
Kline, has been meeting with young participants from
both Johannesburg and Cape Town, as well as the
Israeli participants of the programme that visited South
Africa. “The jewel in the crown,’ said Dorron, was “the
mega event held in Israel this past summer, when the
South African participants engaged with over 400 of
their counterparts from the USA, Israel, and Australia –
it was inspiring and enriching and augurs well for our
leadership of tomorrow.”

Planning Tomorrow. Aviad Sela (2nd left) , Director of the Israel Centre in South Africa seen here
with members of the Telfed Directorate (l-r) Itz Kalmanowitz, Annette Milliner-Giladi, Robby
Hilkowitz, Maish Isaacson and Batya Shmukler.

Telfed joined with Partnership Together Beit Shemesh/
Mateh Yehudah to host six South African Rabbis in the
city of Beit Shemesh prior to their attendance at the
“South African Rabbinic Conference” in Jerusalem. “The
aim of our meeting was to strengthen the connection
between the Rabbis of South Africa and the city of Beit
Shemesh and to forge relationships through joint learning
programmes, visits and inter-community engagement,”
explained Telfed CEO Dorron Kline, who represented
Telfed at the meeting, as well as at the Conference
attended by over 40 South African Rabbis. “Throughout
the day and late into the night at the conference” says
Dorron, “we discussed how to best assist future Olim with
their personal and religious requirements.

Pulsating Partnership

“I was touched by how incredibly warm, supportive,
welcoming and vibrant the Jewish community in South
Africa is - there is nothing like it,” expressed Aviad Sela,
the Director of the Israel Centre in South Africa at a recent
meeting with Telfed’s directorate. Praising Telfed, Aviad
said that “we have developed an excellent partnership in
assisting Olim.”
He said the increasing interest in Aliyah is “the uncertainty
of tomorrow – both economically and the prospects for
their children.” These factors, coupled with increasing antiSemitism, are fueling interest in Aliyah and “many have
expressed to me that they would rather leave organised
than as refugees”. Israel still rates “as the number one
destination for Southern African Jews followed by
Australia, Canada, the US and UK.” Aviad spoke of the crucial
role of Israel-experience programmes like MASA, Israel
Encounter and Birthright that “enrich the connection of
South African Jewish youth to Israel.”

Facilitating Conversion

Telfed CEO
Dorron Kline met
recently with
Rabbi Aaron
Cohen, Shmuel
Madmon of the
Samaria Regional
Council and the Klita Director of the AACI (Americans
and Canadians in Israel), Josie Arbel, to discuss setting
up a ten month Orthodox conversion programmme for
prospective non-Jewish immigrants. The programme
will include five months of Hebrew Ulpan studies that
will be available for immigrants from Australia, the USA
and Southern Africa. “Once approved by the Ministry
of Absorption,” says Dorron, “the programme will be
marketed through MASA (the umbrella body for gap year
programmes in Israel) and the Jewish Agency Shlichim.”
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Monumental Mauerberger

Prior to Rosh HaShana, Telfed met in Israel with representatives of the Mauerberger Foundation Fund - Chairperson
Dianna Yach, Vice Chairman Dr. Derek Yach, and Director Jonathan Yach, all grandchildren of the inspirational
Lithuanianborn businessman Morris Maurberger (z’l) who arrived in Cape Town at the age of fifteen and went on to
cofound the behemoth South African retail chain - Ackermans. Discussion ensued on future co-operative ventures that
reflect Dianna’s philosophy and commitment to social justice and equality issues, higher education and the advancement
of the sciences and arts in South Africa and Israel.

Helping Hand. Members of the Mauerberger
Foundation, Dr. Derek Yach, Chairperson Dianna
Yach and Jonathan Yach meet with Telfed’s COO
Nava Lapid (l) and CEO Dorron Kline (r).

Bonding over Bingo. Girls on the MTA programme visiting Beth Protea where they
joined in a game of bingo with the residents.

The MTA Way

Wanting to learn about the exciting opportunities in
Israel after they complete their gap year in the country,
eight young South African women on the MTA (Bnei
Akiva Midreshet Torah v’Avoda) programme attended
a Telfed ‘Klita Seminar’ supported by the various
government ministries. “It’s been an amazing year so far

and we were all wondering how we can have an amazing
future in this wonderful country, which already feels like
home,” expressed one participant. Together with their
participants from Australia, all 31 girls on the programme
had an enriching Telfed “working day”. “It was a wonderful
experience where we engaged with so many South
African volunteers doing great work in their communities,”
revealed a participant in her report. “We began at Leket,
where we helped pack food parcels
to be distributed to families in need. Then we visited
Beit Issie Shapiro and learned about its internationally
renowned work to develop technologies and services to
help children with special needs. This was followed by
a visit to the Telfed offices where we heard about the
extensive services provided to new South African and
Australian Olim; and the day ended at Beth Protea, where
we bonded over a game of Bingo - sharing life experiences
– with the Southern African residents.”

Soldiers out to Snack. At the initiative of Telfed, it was an inspiring ‘tuck in’ at the brunch hosted by the Australian
Ambassador Dave Sharma (6th from the right) for the new recruits into the IDF from South Africa and Australia.

Focus on Telfed
OZmazing!

With the aim of providing potential Australian Olim an
overview of the employment landscape in Israel and to
answer specific questions relating to finding jobs in Israel,
Telfed’s CEO Dorron Kline, Employment Advisor Sharon
Bernstein, Community Services Administrator Daniela
Shapira and Gvahim employment counselor Rachel
Hamer, participated in a “GoToMeeting” internet video
conference with potential Australian Olim in Melbourne
and Sydney. With this interactive engagement proceeding
in the presence of the staff of the Australian Zionist
Federation and Jewish Agency Shlichim, questions were
addressed from Sydney and Melbourne and augurs well
for future “GoToMeetings”.
“It augurs well too,” says Telfed’s
Employment Counsellor, Sharon
Bernstein, “for an increase in
future young Olim from Australia.”
In November, Telfed hosted Ruth
Rosenblum, the Chairperson of
FROZIS – Friends of Ozzies in Israel (a
grassroots organisation with many
Australian parents whose children live
in Israel) and the Chairperson of the
Aliyah Committee of the Zionist
Federation of Australia (ZFA).
Ruth met with the Telfed Klita counsellors and learnt
about the manifold Klita services that Telfed provides
Australian Olim. “Wow, you guys are amazing - clearly we
are not utilizing you enough,” she remarked with a smile
that stretched all the way from Sydney to Perth.
Never a truer word said in jest. Telfed looks forward to
increasing cooperation with FROZIS and the ZFA Aliyah
Committee as part of the agreement between Telfed and
the Zionist Federation of Australia.

The Brunch of the Brave

Honouring the over 6000 ‘lone soldiers’ from abroad
who volunteer to serve in the IDF, Telfed recently joined
“forces” with the Australian Embassy and the Zionist
Federation of Australia to host a brunch for those young
recruits from Australia and Southern Africa whose families
do not live in Israel. At the initiative of Telfed, the
Australian Ambassador Dave Sharma hosted the event
at his residence and spoke “of the determination of the
lone soldiers, leaving their families at home and making
sacrifices to follow their beliefs and support the State of
Israel.
” President of World Machal (South African Volunteers
from Abroad) ‘Smoky’ Simon (96) who was the Chief
of Air Operations during Israeli’s
War of Independence, enjoyed
the occasion with his wife Myra,
chatting with the current group
of 2016 Machal recruits. Telfed
distributed gift packs donated
by Superpharm (facilitated by
Machal President Frank Garrun),
the Malam Group and Aroma gift
cards.
New inductees were treated to
backpacks, courtesy of Founder of B-Good, Guy Satat
and private donors, in memory of Sean Carmeli
(z’’l).
The event provided the young soldiers with an
opportunity to meet the leading representatives
of the various supporting organizations, notably, the
Australian Zionist Federation (ZFA) Director in Israel Yigal
Sela, ZFA CFO Gili Gaffin, Tomer Nuri (CTO at Netcom,
Malam) and members of Telfed’s Directorate - CEO Doron
Kline, Vice Chair Batya Shmukler and Robby Hilkowitz.

Educating the Educators. Telfed CEO Dorron Kline (bottom right) at a seminar for the Education Corps of the IDF where he counseled on the
difficulties faced by new olim in the army.
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“At Ease!”
To ease the integration of the increasing number of
immigrant soldiers in the IDF, the Council of Olim
Associations, including Telfed, this past July, held a
seminar for the Education Corps of the Israel Defence
Forces to educate prospective commanders of the
difficulties faced by new Olim. Telfed CEO Dorron Kline,
led a session of simulations
representing some of the
unique challenges faced
by Olim soldiers interacting
within the IDF structure
and bureaucracy. They
covered issues of motivation,
discipline, furloughs,
education, housing,
language and religious
requirements. Dorron focused
on the specific needs of
former South Africans and

Australians.
“The knowledge gained today will be translated
into action as we prepare the training modules for
the commanders in the field,” said Noam, the officer
in charge. “A welcome surprise,” said Dorron, “was
discovering that one of the members of the Education
Corps is a second generation South African, who clearly
identified with the scenarios
dealing with her former landsmen.
Telfed, which works closely with
the Michael Levin Lone Soldiers’
Center in providing counselling
and support for South African,
Australian and Dutch lone soldiers,
participated in the opening of
its new Centre in Jerusalem.
Telfed CEO Dorron Kline used
the occasion to discuss with MK
Michael Oren the specific needs

of South African, Australian and Dutch lone soldiers and
explored ways in which the Ministry of Absorption can
assist. Dorron gave a tour of the Center, pointing out the
panels on the walls while detailing the history of Machal,
and explaining the enormous impact these volunteers
from abroad had on the destiny of modern Israel specifically the 800 that came from South Africa in 1948
to fight in the War of Independence.

Aliyah GPS

With Telfed being the premier immigrant organization
in providing services for Olim - which now include the
Australians and Dutch - Telfed’s CEO, Dorron Kline
met at the Aliyah, Absorption and Special Operations
Unit of the Jewish Agency with Neil Gillman (the
English-Speaking Countries Manager), and Alan Green
(Aliyah Coordinator) to devise the best possible absorption
process for new immigrants under Telfed’s charge.

of Olim into the Israeli economy. If you are a new
immigrant looking for your first job, or have been in Israel
several years and feel you can guide others with your
experience, please contact Dana Ben Chail (volunteers@
telfed.org.il)

President Plugging Pluralism

Prior to Tisha B’Av, Telfed CEO Dorron Kline attended
Rivlin’s Pluralistic Learning Event in partnership with JPPI
(The Jewish People Policy Institute) at the President’s
Residence in Jerusalem. Focusing on “Remembering
Jerusalem” and the self-inflicted harm caused by intercommunal schisms of the past, the President’s inspiring
event - attended by representatives from Israel’s different
Jewish streams - projected a future of dealing with
societal discord through understanding. Israel Prize
Laureate, Professor Eliezer Schweid, concluded the event
with: “A nation is brought together by a joint culture,
joint memories and a joint history – together with joint
aspirations and goals for the future.”

Meeting of the Minds. (l-r) Ever mindful of improving services to new Olim, Telfed CEO Dorron
Kline (center) meets with Aliyah Coordinator Alan Green(l) and English Speaking Countries
Manager Neil Gillman.

Nice Work

What location is to property, jobs are to Aliyah. Noone understands this more than Telfed’s Employment
Counselors Sharon Bernstein and Michal Merten who
recently met with Jill Reinach, Director of Projects for
English Speaking Olim Residents in Tel Aviv, “where we
discussed collaboration and joint workshops on jobseeking tools in Israel,” reported Sharon. “Following
this meeting, we then met with Chen Veiber, Head of
Marketing of Israel Tech Challenge, who presented an
amazing programme tailor- made for young ambitious
graduates from abroad, hungry to enter Israel’s renowned
hitech world.” Telfed also recently launched its
‘Mentoring Programme,’ specifically tailored to help
new Olim to find their first job in Israel. Michal and Dana
Ben Chail, Head of Volunteerism, ran the first workshop
instructing the prospective mentors as to their roles in
providing support to Olim - on a one-to-one basis - to
secure employment in Israel. “The guidance will be for up
to one year with two additional training seminars in this
period,” says Michal.
Following this pilot year, the goal is to continue the
programme on an annual basis, as part of Telfed’s
commitment to ensure the successful integration

Riveting ‘Ruby’. Israeli President Reuven Rivlin promoting pluralism at a special event
attended by Telfed.

Remembering Babi Yar

“No monument stands over Babi Yar. A steep cliff only, like
the rudest headstone. I am afraid. Today, I am as old
as the entire Jewish race itself.”
Opening stanza of Yevgeni Yevtushenko’s ‘memorial’
poem penned in 1961 when no structural recognition
was then permitted by the Soviets.
Telfed, represented by its CEO Dorron Kline, participated
in the special memorial service at Yad Va’Shem to
commemorate 75 years since the wartime massacre of
33,771 Jews at Babi Yar (located in northwestern Kiev,
Ukraine), by the German mobile killing units (Einsatzkommando), and Ukrainian police. Telfed participated
on behalf of the 23 Olim organisations that make up the
Council of Olim Associations of which Telfed serves
as Vice-Chair. During the well-attended service, which
included recent Olim and holocaust survivors, Dorron
laid a wreath of flowers in the memorial hall together
with Sofa Landver, the Minister of Absorption. Former
South African, Yoni Heinowitz, performed as the chazan
and led the emotional memorial prayers.
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Pizza Picnic. Amishav residents
and Telfed staff

Good Times

This past summer, the SA residents from the Telfed
complex in Tel Aviv enjoyed a neighbourly get-together
‘Pizza Picnic’ meeting new tenants and engaging with
Telfed staff. The residents again gathered shortly
before Sukkot to build and decorate the communal
Sukkah and a ‘fun day’ was had by all.
The Sukkah was used throughout the festival and in
Ra’anana, the residents of Telfed’s Schwartz Street
building also erected a communal Sukkah decorating its
ceiling and walls with arts and crafts from the children.
This was followed in November by a communal Kiddush
for the Ra’anana building residents as part of the global
‘Shabbat Project” initiated by South Africa’s Chief Rabbi,
Dr. Warren Goldstein

Reveling on Rothschild

To appreciate a taste - or a sip - of Tel Aviv, Telfed National
Youth Committee organised a ‘Nightlife Tour’ of Tel
Aviv’s buzzy Rothschild district.Apart from taking in the
historical sights, the young revelers popped into several
pubs along the way as well as the first location in Tel Aviv
to sell fizzy drinks! “LeChaim!”

Stayin’ Alive

Telfed, together with World Mizrachi and Wits Alumni,
co-sponsored in September two premier performances
- in Ra’anana and Jerusalem - of the hit Israeli comedy
show, ‘Stayin’ Alive.
The show’s comedians, Noam Jacobson and Gady
Weissbart, are “hilarious, blunt and wacky,” says Dr.
Les Glassman, Chairman of Wits Alumni (Israel). The
show “embraces Israel for what it is – a small country,
surrounded by foes, trying to live a normal life in a
crazy neighborhood called the Middle East. We are a
“Chutzpah” nation which insists on Stayin’ Alive.”

No Beating Around the Gush

Hundreds came from all over Israel this past July, to
celebrate at Alon Shvut in Gush Etzion, the reunion
of members of Garin Alon Etzion.
“Young and old were there; the original settlers, their
children and grandchildren,” said Prof. Bernard Lerer, a
world-renowned psychiatrist, and an early pioneer of Alon
Shvut as part of the South African Bnei Akiva Garin.
Representing Telfed at the reunion was CEO Dorron Kline,
who considers himself an “honorary member” recalling his
early days as a youngster at Yeshivat Har Etzion when
Bernard and Ziona Lerer welcomed him as an “adopted
son”.
Over 120 of the original garin members and their
descendants were present to see for the premiere
documentary movie: ‘Garin Alon Etzion - A Dream Fulfilled’.

Prowling the Pubs. Young Southern Africans touring Rothschild’s nightlife.
Telfed’s Head of Volunteerism, Dana Ben Chail (center top)

The Young & the Restless

Created especially for young Olim (18 - 35 years old), the
Telfed National Youth Committee has been increasingly
active in assisting newcomers with their transition to
life in Israel. “Our volunteers from the different regions
work together to help their peers adapt to a new
language, culture,
work environment, and
generally - to life in
Israel,” says Chairman
Daniel Winer. “By
welcoming them on
arrival and inviting
them to events, our
committee helps
them to settle down
and become part of
a community they
can identify with
while creating new
friendships.”
Some of these events include “the mind-blowing
Carlebach Kabbalat Shabbat” and the Pesach communal
seder in Jerusalem.
Emphasizing Telfed’s professional expertise and
programmes so critically important to new young Olim,
“we act as the link between the organization and our
vibrant and dynamic young new members.”
30-year-old Vice Chairman David Goldberg, a Business
Consultant who hails from Johannesburg, says that
while “Telfed is eager to be a source of support and
assistance to Young Olim, the challenge is to know where
to focus to assist them best and that’s where we come in!
We have recently reorganized and streamlined processes
to ensure efficiency and effectivity.”
The Committee “welcomes new members” continues
David, “The incentives for committee members are
manifold – it gives them a platform to be involved
in community life, an opportunity to network and increase
their connections, whilst gaining experience,
participating in enjoyable events, and in some cases –
even finding a shidduch!
” Telfed Magazine’s ‘Bridal Page’ looks forward too many
more such ‘Matrimonial Moments! For those who are
interested in joining the committee, contact Daniel Winer
(daniel.e.winer@gmail.com)

the Israeli landscape.
Starting out as a Jewish scout movement, Habonim would
rapidly grow to become a Zionist ideological
powerhouse educating its young members to the highest
ideals of Aliyah, concern for one’s fellow man and communal
settlement. Imbued with this inspiring
ideology, Bogrim (graduates) of the Movement formed
Garinim (pioneering groups) and made Aliyah either
establishing or strengthening existing kibbutzim and
moshavim.
The names associated today with Lourie’s
legacy are: Kibbutzim Yizreel, Tzora, Kfar Blum, Kfar Hanasi,
Tuval, Ma’ayan Baruch, Nir Eliyahu, Moshav Habonim and
many others.
Many of its members have made huge contributions to
Israeli society in nearly every field of endeavour and have
been the recipients of countless honours and awards,
including the prestigious ‘Israel Prize’. Much has passed
since that first Machane (camp) at Parys in the Orange Free
State in 1931. How touched Norman and Alena would have
been if they could have seen the blue shirts worn by the
young members of South African Habonim on this year’s
programme in Israel (Shnat) at the funeral.
They stood there indebted to the man who has brought
such profound meaning to their young lives and will
inevitably shape their futures.
The popular Dolphin Village resort near Nahariya was
established by Norman, and the exclusive boutique
hotel in Tel Aviv off Rothschild Boulevard - ‘The Norman’ is named after him.

Telfed Tributes Norman & Alena

Following the sad passing in July 2016 of Alena Lourie,
Telfed’s CEO Dorron Kline represented Israel’s Southern
African community at her funeral in Jerusalem. Alena was
the widow of the iconic Norman Lourie, who founded
South Africa’s Habonim youth movement in 1930 and
which has had such a monumental impact - literally - on

Charismatic Couple. Norman and Alena Lourie at Moshav Shavei Zion
where the crew stayed during the filming of the movie ‘Exodus’ and
which his hotel Dolphin Village – newly renovated - still stands today.
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IMPACT in 2016

Tending to the wellbeing
and needs of Southern
Africans in Israel

‘Like’ our facebook community at www.facebook.com/telfed

Unshakable Bond

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ALIYAH & KLITA: 261 new olim welcomed
ACCOMMODATION: 220 olim housed in community buildings
EDUCATION: 410 scholarships awarded
ARMY: 103 lone soldiers in touch with Telfed
WELFARE: 471 individuals assisted monthly
EMPLOYMENT: 390 job seekers guided and counselled
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: 228 volunteers nationwide
YOUTH PROGRAMMES: 260 teens engaged
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: 3700+ participants at 88
90 events
INFORMATION SERVICES availed to 13,700 recipients
TECI: Telfed Ethiopian Community Initiative-342 participants

Toll free from South Africa: 0800-997-495 Ext 201

Telfed’s CEO Dorron Kline had a busy week in South
Africa this past summer meeting with the representative
heads of the SA Jewish Day Schools, the SAZF,
the IUA/UCF, Israel Centre, MDA (Magen David
Adom), Western Province Zionist Council (WPZC)
and local synagogues. Dorron - who sits on the MDA
(SA) board in Israel - was the MC at a ceremony in
Johannesburg, where two ‘ambucycles’ were donated
to the organisation’s Jerusalem’s branch by the Klass,
Wainer and Shulman families. Dorron briefed the
SAZF MANCOM in Johannesburg on Telfed’s activities
-particularly its new academic support programme ‘SASI’
– covered elsewhere in this magazine - and co-served
as Quiz Master of the Israel Centre-SAZF Israel Quiz.
Interviewed on Chai FM, Dorron expounded on the
nature and scope of Telfed activities on behalf of the SA
community in Israel, and in his capacity as a rabbi, ‘Rav
Kline’ addressed Mizrachi, Chabad of Riverside and
Sandton synagogues. Touched by the warm welcome
received, Dorron returned to Israel enriched by “the
unshakable bond between Israel and the SA community.”

Building Bonds. Michael Galaun (z’l)
unveiling the Zambian Jewish
Community Public Health Exchange
Program at Tel Aviv University
(TAU) in 2015

Email: info@telfed.org.il

Meet Yael! Yael Strausz recently
joined the ‘Telfed Team’ as parttime Assistant to COO Nava Lapid.
With many years of experience
and a wide range of expertise,
Yael takes on the issues of due
diligence, Trust Fund registration
and reporting to the various
government authorities.
Monumental Michael

A great Zionist and pillar of the Zambian community,
Michael Galaun has passed away. A recipient of the
Zambian Presidential Golden Jubilee Medal, it
was shortly over a year ago that the Telfed leadership
attended the unveiling of the Zambian Jewish
Community Public Health Wing at the School of Public
Health at Tel Aviv University (TAU), which Michael
was so instrumental in bringing about. Funded by the
proceeds of the sale of Jewish communal property,
Michael championed the constructive engagement
between Zambia and Israel. Chairman of the Council of
Zambian Jewry, as was his father, Abe Galaun before
him, Michael expressed at TAU: “The Jewish community
in Zambia always punched above its weight .” Although
small - only 1200 souls in its heyday - its impact had
always been impressive regarding the contribution to the
development of Zambia and its support for Israel.

biltong Drywords
052-6744990
email for free bilton or drywords sample by mail
Name, address and phone please.

Just as you remember it
people are raving !!!

Kosher meat but no kashrut

briansbiltong@gmail.com

PRAS Opening Ceremony

Aliyah Day

Telfed’s monumental role in the absorption of 25,000
Southern African Olim since 1948 was championed as
exemplary at Israel’s first official Aliyah Day at the
Knesset in November. Telfed CEO Dorron Kline
addressed a special session of the Knesset Committee
on Aliyah, Absorption and Diaspora Affairs where
he reported on the immense contribution by the 25
immigrant organisations to successful Aliyah promotion
and absorption of immigrants from around the world.
Also addressing the gathering were Jewish Agency head,
Natan Sharansky, Minister of Immigrant Absorption,
Sofa Landver, and Prime Minister Netanyahu, who said
that “Aliyah is the fulfillment of the biblical prophecy of
the Jewish people returning to its land and building it.”

Staff Seminar

Educating Telfed’s non-South African staff about the
country whose immigrants they serve, a seminar was
held illuminating the crucial role the Jewish community
played in its fascinating but also complex history.
Apart from the seminar providing a platform to
understand the community, there was much merriment
when the participants underwent an initiation of
Afrikaans words and sayings. Battling to mouth gems of
“die taal” like “lekker”, “gatvol”, “bliksom”, “gogga”, “donder”

and “jol”, there was a reluctance to accurately translate
the all-time favourite that enjoys universal application:
“Kak en betaal”.

PRAS Pulsates

“It was a WOW experience being together with so many
fellow Telfed PRAS students and realising the collective
impact we will have on society and our SA community
over the next academic year,” remarked a student at
the opening ceremony of the 2016- 2017 PRAS
Programme. Telfed’s PRAS programme, where students
receive a scholarship in exchange for contributing
meaningfully to Israeli society and the Southern African
community, has been growing over the years. “Over
the next academic year we will have 150 PRAS students
that will be paired with individuals or families to assist
meaningfully in one capacity or another,” said Batya
Shmukler, Chairperson of the Endowment, Scholarship
and PRAS (ESP) Committee. At the ceremony held at the
IDC Herzliya, all the PRAS students participated in group
sessions with their regional coordinators in training
seminars related to their volunteering roles.
“The students are excited to begin their volunteering, and
we look forward to guiding them through what we are
confident will be a successful and rewarding year,” said
Merav Fisher, Telfed Bursary Department Administrator. •
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Jerusalem
Rishon Lezion
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Honing in on ‘de Heim’: There is nothing like bringing
South Africans Jews together than taking them back to
their roots. So, a big crowd was not unexpected when
in September Dr. Les Glassman showed his video of a
recent group tour to Lithuania, Latvia & Belarus followed
by a lecture by Hugh Raichlin, a prominent member of
the Glenhazel community in Johannesburg. The event was
organized by the Telfed Jerusalem Regional Committee,
World Mizrachi, WITS Alumni Israel and Eddies Kosher
Travel. This event was followed with a riveting lecture by
Dr. Rose Lerer-Cohen a renowned authority on Jewish
genealogy as well as a Holocaust researcher with a focus
on the Baltic countries of Lithuania Latvia and Estonia.
Held in the Ben Gurion Hall of the Jewish Agency, the
event was organized by the Telfed Jerusalem Regional
Committee together with the Zionist Council.

dup

oun
Regional R

Rishon Rising: In September,
Telfed’s Rishon regional
chairperson, Beryl Schmidt
together with RESA ‘orchestrated’
a lively sing-along with the much
talented singer, songwriter,
pianist - Mark Blumberg aptly advertised
“Nostalgia” with music from the 40s, 50s and 60s.

Ra’anana
Curry on Girls: Telfed’s Ra’anana Regional
Committee organized an Indian evening in the
home of Kathy Hasson with the sumptuous Indian
cuisine catered by Carolina Kahalani and her Indian
co-chef Kuldeep Singh. The newly
appointed head of the Sharon Regional
Committee, Vered Mann and her
helpers made this a ‘spicy success’,
with Daniella Mann adding to the
senses with a stunning Operatic
performance.
Netanya

Beit Shemesh

Girl Power. At a recent ceremony at the Benjamin
Library in Beit Shemesh, a plaque was unveiled by
Telfed’s ESP (Endowments, Scholarships and PRAS)
committee member Barry Kornel in the name of the
Isadore and Theresa Cohen Trust, which funds the
library’s Ethiopian Girls’ Empowerment Program.
Participants addressed the Telfed delegation on how the
programme has helped them develop leadership skills.

Netanya’s Stargazers: Organised by the Telfed Regional
Committee, 50 members of the Netanya Southern
African community visited the city’s new Planetanya - a
planetarium and meditation centre. “It was illuminating
and relaxing,” said Committee Chairperson, Charlotte
Wiener. “Following the tour of the interactive scientific
garden and a walk through the restful Japanese garden,
we settled into our comfortable reclining chairs in the
planetarium to watch a movie projected onto the ceiling
showing the creation of the world and our solar
system.”
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Thanks to the RE/MAX Real Estate School,

I made
NIS

25,870

in one month

You too can sign up!
Nadav Blackman
(Johannesburg)
RE/MAX agent, Haifa
052-227-8188

www.remax.co.il

1-800-211-311 ext. 5

Eilat
Ochberg Orphan Cissie
Harris celebrating her
98th birthday on
the Telfed Tiyul to
Kibbutz Galed
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A WILL AND A WAY
A gift in your will to Boys Town Jerusalem gives a legacy
of help & hope to Israel’s disadvantaged youth.
Join those who have made bequests to BTJ, enabling us to educate
and nurture our youth for years to come.
At no charge, our qualified lawyer will assist you with your will
& the management of your estate when you leave a gift legacy to
Boys Town Jerusalem.

Please be there for Israel’s future!

For confidential details and/or a visit to Boys Town Jerusalem,
contact Yoni Strimber at 02-6441205,
or yoni@mybtj.org
For information and to donate: www.mybtj.org
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While the black and white framed portrait of Isaac
Ochberg has been hanging in Telfed’s offices since 1948,
too few knew who he was. And yet this philanthropist
and Zionist visionary from Cape Town, performed an act
in 1921 that to this day, stands as one of the proudest
chapters in South African Jewish communal history only
to be followed in 1936 by leaving the largest bequest to
Israel through the JNF. It remains an all-time record.
While a part of the bequest went towards education
- the fledging Hebrew University of Jerusalem - the
major share went to reclaim land to establish kibbutzim
for new immigrants. Actuaries have calculated the current
value of the bequest in excess of $60 million dollars.
As was revealed at the launch of the KKL-JNF Isaac
Ochberg Memorial Park in 2011, “no single individual
from the USA, UK, Europe, South America or South Africa
has to this day donated more!”
In the 1930s, before there was
any certainty of there ever being
a State of Israel, Ochberg had
such a vision “and put his money
where his mouth was,” said
Bennie Penzik, whose parents
were both saved by Ochberg in
1921. “Mom and Dad, like the
other nearly 200 rescued orphans, used to refer to him
as “Daddy Ochberg” for that was the only Daddy they
knew.
Many years later, he attended their wedding.”
Like the many other thousands of Ochberg’s
“grandchildren” all across the globe, “We are only alive
because of this one man,” said Bennie, the founder of the
Isaac Ochberg Memorial Committee (IOMC) in Israel.
The man and his achievements were largely forgotten,
epitomized by the stone memorial to him at the
Elyakim Junction which was removed some years ago

The Forgotten Man
Remembered

Ochberg Outreach. Isaac Ochberg Memorial Committee members
David Kaplan (5th from the right) Peter Bailey (3rd from the right)
following an addresss in Rehovot.

to make way for the new highway.
It was later discovered lying abandoned in a local kibbutz
shed! Today that memorial stands at the Isaac Memorial
Heritage Park, next to Kibbutz Ein HaShofet. Proud
to promote the community’s illustrious history, the
Telfed Events Committee together with Telfed’s Head of
Volunteers and Events, Dana Ben Chail, organized a tour
to the park and to the kibbutzim in the Megiddo district
of Dalya and Gal’ed, which owe their thriving existence to
the vision and generosity of one man – Isaac Ochberg.
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Piece of Cake!

Joining the over 60 participants was guest-of-honour,
Cissy Harris of Haifa - the sole survivor of the 178
Ochberg orphans who arrived in Cape Town with
“Daddy Ochberg” in 1921and was that day celebrating
her 98th birthday.
Marking the milestone, Rob Hyde of the Telfed Events
Committee organized a large birthday cake for Cissy,
who blew out the candles and later planted a tree at
the KKL-JNF Isaac Ochberg Memorial Park. Defying
her age, she kept amusingly admonishing a rightly
concerned Telfed Chairman Maish Isaacson to please
“not grab me so tightly; I can’t use the shovel to plant
the tree!” Spunky Cissy was three-years-old when
she was plucked by Isaac
Ochberg, the youngest of all
the rescued orphans.

“Daddy Ochberg”

In the early 1920’s, reports
filtered through to South
Africa of dreadful pogroms
taking place in the Pale of
Settlement – that area from
the Baltic to the Black Sea
where Jews were permitted
to live. Following the collapse
of the old Czarist Empire in
1917, cataclysmic forces were
in play and Jews were caught
in the middle between the
rival armies of the Reds
and the Whites fighting for
control. Poor at the best of
times owing to centuries of
oppression, the condition of
Jews deteriorated. Famine
was followed by typhoid
epidemics and into this lethal cocktail, the most toxic
of ancient hatreds was added - anti-Semitism. Polish
and other peasants joined forces with reactionary
officers and troops to massacre Jews wherever they
found them. Pogroms were being reported daily - the
full details and exact numbers of Jews killed are to
this day still unknown. It was hunting season and the
number one prey - Jews! Caught in the middle were
over 300,000 vulnerable Jewish orphans.
In despairing letters smuggled through enemy lines,
Jews pleaded to the outside world - please save the
children. One such letter found its way to Cape Town
and with abounding energy and enthusiasm, one
intrepid community leader formulated a plan – Isaac

Ochberg - and volunteered himself to go. Responding
to the questions - “How could the orphans be rescued
from a wartorn region?” and “Would the South African
government deny them entry?” - Ochberg met with Prime
Minister Jan Smuts, who granted permission, with three
provisos – Children have to have no living parent, be
under 16 years of age, and be 100% physically healthy.
Ochberg said yes to all the conditions – and ignored
them all! An example is the case of five-year-old Harry
Stillerman whose arm was cut off below the elbow.
Former Telfed director Sam Levin (z’l) used to play as a
little boy with Harry when his parents volunteered at the
Cape Town orphanage.
“I learnt that when the Cossacks
attacked his shtetl,” Sam told
Telfed Magazine in 2005, “they
murdered his parents in front of
him and when one on horseback
was about to finish him off, Harry
raised his arm to protect himself
from the thrust of a sabre.
He sliced off part of Harry’s arm
and left him to die.”
Little Harry did not die.
Ochberg, like the “Pied Piper of
Hamelin’ - who was crisscrossing
this vast region by train, car
and horse-drawn cart clutching
orphans - picked up Harry,
and despite Smuts’ stipulation,
brought him to Cape Town.
For the remaining orphans, their
futures looked bleak. Those that
survived the pogroms, starvation
and rampant disease as children,
would later have perished as
adults in the Shoah.
Apart from the fortunate orphans saved - such as Cissy
and her two sisters, and the parents of Bennie Penzik
- there are thousands of descendants dispersed across
the globe, many of whom attended the official opening
of the Ochberg Memorial Park in 2011 when Maish
Isaacson - on behalf of Telfed - planted the park’s first
tree.
“I feel privileged to again be planting a tree,” expressed
the Chairman who was joined in planting trees by
Cissy, the representative of KKL-JNF, Yacov Arak, the
head of Megiddo Regional Council, Itzik Holevski, and
Foundation members, Bennie Penzik, Hertzel Katz,
Leon Segal, whose mother was an Ochberg orphan, and
this writer.
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Illuminating Isaac

At Galed, the riveting documentary ‘Ochberg’s Orphans’
by celebrated Oscar award winner Jon Blair was
screened.
The audience saw and heard the orphans relate in
horrific detail how they were literally clutched from
the ‘jaws of death’ and brought to the safety of South
Africa. With tears running down their aging cheeks,
some related watching their parents being murdered
and the horrendous conditions they lived in trying to
survive alone. It was heartwrenching listening to Charles
Migdal’s chilling recollections of trying to survive in
freezing conditions with little clothing, and no food. “I
lived like an animal; not a human being.”
That was until Ochberg arrived!

Looking to Tomorrow

The Telfed tiyul was not only
about learning about the past but
embracing the future, and IOHC
cofounder Hertzel Katz spoke about
the Ochberg Heritage Programme of
ensuring “immortality” for Ochberg
by preserving his legacy through
projects and activities.
In this regard, before the park’s ‘Hill of
Names’– where each orphan’s name
and place of origin appears on
a plaque embedded into the hill
– Chairman Isaacson announced
that “Telfed was proud to be
launching the Telfed Isaac Ochberg
Scholarship to be awarded each year to a deserving
student who embodies the values of this great South
African.”
Following on, there have been further presentations of
Ochberg at Beth Protea, in Rishon Lezion and Rehovot
as well as meeting school principals to introduce the
legacy of Ochberg into the educational system. “We had
a fruitful meeting with Avi Kish, the principal at De Shalit
School in Rehovot,” arranged by Peter Bailey, a member
of the Isaac Ochberg Memorial Committee.

Back to Africa

Organised by Lyanne Kopenhager and Cheryl
Benjamin, the writer during September-October
addressed: the Limmud Conference in Johannesburg on
Ochberg, the general public at Sandringham Gardens,
and spoke at the Jewish Day Schools – King David
Schools (Linksfield and Victory Park), Torah Academy
(boys and girls), Hirsch Lyons School (boys and girls) and

a packed synagogue at Yeshiva College. All the school
presentations were attended by the principals, teachers
and rabbis.
The Ochberg motto taken from the Talmud that “He who
has saved one life is as though he has saved the entire
world” resonated with the school’s rabbis. When I asked at
King David School Linksfield, whether anyone had heard
of Isaac Ochberg, a youngster stood up and said, “Yes, I
am alive because of him. He saved my great-grand
father, Solly Jossel.” When Rabbi Tzvi Chaimovitz at
Yeshiva College asked the students at the end of the
presentation “What is the take-home message of what
you have just seen and heard?”, one 16-year-old female
student bellowed from the back row upstairs:
“I am impressed and distressed. While impressed, I am
equally distressed that I did not know about an important
chapter in our South African
Jewish history? I ask, “why?”
How come our rabbis, teachers,
principals, parents and
community leaders do not
know?” Not waiting for a reply, she
answered her own question with:
“I believe that it is our task as the
young generation to teach our
rabbis, our teachers, our parents,
our friends and our leaders.”
Rabbi Yossi Chaikin at Hirsh
Lyons School for Boys concluded
with: “Tomorrow, next week, next
month, next year – go out and do
a good deed.
You never know - like Isaac
Ochberg - when or where into the future what impact
your deed will have on people’s lives.” The rabbi had it
right. Due to one man, thousands of Jews - descendants
of the 1921 ‘Ochberg Orphans’ - are alive today. One of
my most memorable moments was at my presentation at
the Torah Academy for Boys before leaving for the airport
to return home to Israel. Before parting, one young boy
came forward and asked: “Would you like to hear me
blow the Shofar?” “Of course,” I said. Listening to those
ancient sounds that date back to the receiving of the
Torah at Mt. Sinai, I reflected that the shofar blower was
probably of the same age as many of the orphans that
Ochberg had saved, nearly a century before. I thought
of Isaac Ochberg hearing those sounds from his celestial
perch and smiling!
Anyone interested in donating towards the Telfed
Isaac Ochberg Scholarship, please contact
Shireen Burt at Telfed: (09)7907819.
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Please remember Keren Telfed when you are celebrating
happy occasions, when you are invited to enjoy meals with
friends, or to pay tribute to the memories of loved ones. The
Keren Telfed Fund was started over 30 years ago. Donations
are used to assist Southern Africans in Israel during times of
individual or family need and are tax-deductible.
All donations are acknowledged in the magazine as soon as
possible after receipt thereof.
Please contact the office to make your donation:
09-7907819 or donations@telfed.org.il
KEREN TELFED and other FUNDs
(general assistance to the community as needed)

Donors...................................Honorees

Aaron & Aronna Malatskey
............60th Wedding Anniversary - Aaron & Aronna Malatskey
Alec Meyer
............Ian Rogow - 80th Birthday
Allan & Carol Feinblum
............Moshe Bronner - 65th Birthday
Andrea Armist
............In gratitude to Charles & Leah Bonner
Andrea Armist
............In gratitude to Mervyn & Beverley Miller
Andrea Armist
............In gratitude to Trevor & Robin Saltz
Barbara & Moshe Abramowitz ............Debbie Shany - Special Birthday
Bernard & Shirley Suskin
............Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary
Charlotte & Maurice Alhadeff ............Veronique & Hylton Jonas - Grandson Avner Avraham’s Bar Mitzvah
David & Rae Kopping
............Shana Tova to June & Eli, Karen & Leonard, Linda & Asher, Maria, Neville & Dana
Dennis & Annette Solomon ............Hymie & Micky Goldblatt - Wedding Anniversary
Dorron & Cindy Kline
............Brenda & Geoff Kline - Birthdays and Wedding Anniversary
Dorron & Cindy Kline
............Michelle Favero - Birthday
Ethlee & Les Dembo
............Ivan & Rene Perel - 50th wedding anniversary
Ettie Stein
............Shana Tova to family and friends
Fay Katz
............Shlomit Miller - Birthday
Fonda Dubb
............Frank Goldstein - 70th birthday
Geoff & Richella Mallach
............Raymond Berkman - 60th Birthday
Gershon Gan & Ifa Levanon ............Ian Yitzhak Rogow - 80th Birthday
Glen & Lucille Eilon
............David Weinstein - Birthday
Helen & Victor Hirsch
............Debbie & Harry Epstein - 50th Wedding Anniversary
Helen & Victor Hirsch
............Gillian & Michael Rappaport - 70th Birthdays
Isaac & Ruth Nurok
............Ian Rogow - 80th Birthday
Bennie Penzick - Happy 80th
Jac & Diane Friedgut
............In honour of Beryl Schmidt
birthday - Frankie & Michael Jaffe,
Jac & Diane Friedgut
............In honour of Anthony Maisels
Hertzel & Lola Katz, Matthew & Lynette Karp,
Jackie Freedman
............In gratitude and Shana Tova to Telfed staff
David & Hilary Kaplan
Jean Isaacs
............Anat Fink - 70th Birthday
Jean Kangisser
............Solly Hotz - 90th Birthday
Joan Weisman
............Ros Gaitelband - 70th Birthday
Joan Weisman
............Heather Rosenzweig - 70th Birthday
Joan Weisman
............Martelle Feinberg - 70th Birthday
Jock & Cynthia Kahn
............Joseph & Sheila Piltuk - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
............Steve & Ethyne Handler - In gratitude
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
............Rob & Gillian Hyde - In gratitude
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
............Peter & Jeanne Bailey - In gratitude
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
............Arthur & Vivien Wolman - In gratitude
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
............Lynn Sacks - In gratitude
Lorraine & Aharon Luxenburg ............Leibe Posniak - Birthday
Ian Rogow – Happy 80th Birthday
Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson
............Solly Hotz - 90th Birthday
Gershon Gan & Ifa Levanon,
Marian Senior
............Jonathan & Ros Graff - Wedding Anniversary
Isaac & Ruth Nurok, Pearl Rogow.
Mel & Eileen Cohen
............Shana Tova Greetings to friends and family
Merrick & Ida Silberman
............Maurice & Yaffa Lavin - Shana Tova and a Big thank you
Monnie Chemel
............In loving memory of Lola Chemel
Myra & Joseph Evron
............Abe Friedlander - 100th Birthday
Marilyn Sharon
............In appreciation of 3 daughters, their husbands and grandchildren
Monty & Marlene Sacho
............In honour of their twin grandsons for Pre-army Yeshiva Preparation
Neville & Sheila Berkley
............Freda Haimovitz - 80th Birthday
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Donors...................................................Honorees

Baby Nevo at his Pideon Ha
Ben being held by his proud
father, Avishai Gelley.

Neville & Sheila Berkley
Pearl Rogow
Pinchas & Marcia Fisher
Reeve Stolov
Rhona Sheer
Richard & Cheryl Shavei Tzion
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Ros & Bernard Bak and family
Rosa Levor
Roslyn Steinberg
Ruth & Yosi Mor
Sharon & Paul Bernstein
Sheila & Sidney Saitowitz
Shlomo Katz & Miriam Levin
Sidney & Michele Shapiro
Solly & Gita Sacks
Solomon & Helga-Elise Gelgor
Solomon & Helga-Elise Gelgor
Steve & Ethyne Handler
Terence & Tanya Klingman
Yvonne & Max Leibowitz
Yvonne & Max Leibowitz
Zeev (Wilfred) & Chana Stein
LONE SOLDIERS FUND

............Solly Hotz - 90th birthday
............Ian Rogow - 80th Birthday
............Solly Hotz - 90th birthday
............Joseph & Sheila Pitluk - 60th Wedding Anniversary
............Shana Tova to Joan & Yosi, Sharon & Joel, Carol & Avi and Karen
............In honour of Telfed’s Staff and Volunteers
............Shana Tova - Arnie & Rachel Shub
............Shana Tova - Arthur & Vivien Wolman
............Shana Tova - Karin Hesselberg
............Shana Tova - Arthur & Louise Lipschitz
............Shana Tova - Bryan & Ruth Slater
............Solly Hotz - 90th birthday
............In loving memory of parents Shaiya & Sora-Raichel Genn
............In appreciation to Dr Ziv Bar
............Shana Tova to Walter & Esther Katz
............Charlotte & Maurice Alhadeff’s grandson Jesse’s Bar Mitzvah
............Shana Tova to Telfed Staff
............Maurice Ratzer - 80th Birthday
............Prof. Bryan Myers - 80th Birthday
............Tamir & Shifra - Mazal Tov for the new baby boy
............Stan Freeman - 80th Birthday
............Uri Gelgor - 80th Birthday
............Shana Tova Greetings to friends, family and colleagues
............Shana Tova to Telfed Staff
............Simone Mayers - 50th Birthday
............Sydelle Leibowitz - 50th Birthday
............Leila Stein - 85th Birthday

Annette Milliner-Giladi & Jillian Milliner
Carol & Hymie Goldfus
Cecile Rechtman
Charlotte & Maurice Alhadeff
Eileen & Mel Cohen
Henry & Ruth Shakenovsky
Hymie & Carol Goldfus
Jeffrey Geffen
Ruth & Henry Shakenovsky
Sheila & Zummy Saitowitz
Smoky & Myra Simon
Sol & Hana Ben Ami
Vicky Scher
Vivien & Arthur Wolman
HELPING HAND for the elderly, families at risk,

............Errol Coosner - 70th Birthday
............Annette Wolk - 90th Birthday
............In Loving Memory of Joyce and George Amoils
............Jesse Codron - Bar Mitzvah
............Neill Miller - 70th Birthday
............Emma & Yuval Shall-Ilani - Marriage
............Solly Hotz - 90th Birthday
............In Loving Memory of Doreen Geffen
............Annette Wolk - 90th Birthday
............Freda Haimovitz - 80th Birthday
............In Loving Memory of David ‘Migdal’ Teperson
............In Loving Memory of Bella Singer & Yetta Stein
............In Loving Memory of Nokkie Scher
............Basil & Marcia Wolman - Shana Tova

Deborah Orr
Klubber Klaberjas Klub Friends
Michelle & Eliyahu Marcus
Ros & Phillip Minster
Sharon & Paul Bernstein
Taube (Tova) Dorfan

............Benjy Adelsky - Birthday
............Solly Hotz - 90th Birthday
............In Loving Memory of Niel Hirschson
............In Loving Memory of Bella & Baar Danilowitz
............Cyril Baldachin - 80th Birthday
............In Loving Memory of beloved daughter Aviva

IN MEMORIAM
Adah Montlake
Adrian & Beverly Ehrlich
Andrea Armist, Jodi, Oren & Omer

............In Loving Memory of Alan Montlake
............In Loving Memory of Chana Ehrlich
............In Loving Memory of late husband Brian and son Jason

to assist young South African and Australian lone soldiers

single parents and families with special needs

Solly Hotz - Happy 90th Birthday:
- Jean Kangisser, Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson,
Neville & Sheila Berkley, Pinchas & Marcia
Fisher, Ros & Bernard Bak and family, Hymie
& Carol Goldfus, Klubber Klaberjas Klub
Friends, Gerald & Freda Wolman
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Donors...................................Honorees
Anonymous
Barbara & David Levron
Brenda Fine
Chava Agmon
David & Anat Shawinsky
David & Anat Shawinsky
Edie & Harold Kaufman
Mic Mann and Families
Esther Strauss
Fonda Dubb

............In Loving Memory of Ros Israelstam
............In Loving Memory of Helen Mann
............In Loving Memory of Cyril Fine
............In Loving Memory of Hugo Agmon
............In Loving Memory of Gerald Shawinsky
............In Loving Memory of Jack Gochin
............In Loving Memory of Ilan Kaufman
............In Loving Memory of beloved brother Jack Mann
............In Loving Memory of Jack Strauss
............In Loving Memory of Paula Judeiken

Renee Griller Sincere thanks to
the Chairman,
Executive, Board
of Directors, staff
and volunteers of
Telfed for their kind
support following
the irreplaceable
loss of Susan

Fonda Dubb, Tanya & Hedley Ephron & Tilly Ephron ............In Loving Memory of Gloria & Norman Segal
Freda Hurwitz
............In Loving Memory of Harry Hurwitz
David & Anat Shawinsky
............In Loving Memory of Gerald Shawinsky and Jack Gochin
Gerda Israel
............In Loving Memory of Alec Israel
Gershon Gan & Ifa Levanon
............In Loving Memory of Arie & Brina Genn
Helen Boruchowitz
............In Loving Memory of Bennie Boruchowitz
Helen Boruchowitz
............In Loving Memory of parents Henry & Blume Broide
Jean Isaacs
............In Loving Memory of Alan Isaacs
Jeanette & Michael Dick
............In Loving Memory of Mickey Symon
Jeffrey Geffen
............In Loving Memory of Doreen Geffen
Jennifer & Lonya Rubin
............In Loving Memory of Muriel Chesler
Leon Charney
............In Loving Memory of Menorah
Lola Nathan children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren
............In Loving Memory of Issy Nathan
............In Loving Memory of Lily Goldstein
Louis Goldstein
............In Loving Memory of Niel Hirschson
Michelle & Eliyahu Marcus
............In Loving Memory of Leonard Saltz
Miranda Saltz
............In Loving Memory of Itzik Scher
Miriam Scher
............In Loving Memory of Leila Stein
Miriam Scher
............In Loving Memory of Joanne Goldstein
Philip & Wendy Goldstein
............In Memory of David & Joyce Altschuler
Phillip & Estelle Chasen
............In Loving Memory of Joe & Hannah Cohen and Cecil Abrams
Andy & George Cohen
............In Loving Memory of late parents - Esther & Ockey Saltz
Andrea Armist, Jodi, Oren & Omer
Rona Kruger, Helena & Peter Leftin & Families
Ros & Phillip Minster
Ruby & Cecily Sluszny
Sharon & Asher Hoffer
Smoky & Myra Simon
Sol & Hana Ben Ami
Solly & Arleen Kaplinski
Solly & Hana Ben Ami
Taube (Tova) Dorfan
Vicky Scher
Yehuda & Elisheva Tobias

............In Loving Memory of beloved brother Jack Mann
............In Loving Memory of Bella & Baar Danilowitz
............In Loving Memory of beloved parents
............In Loving Memory of Donald Fox
............In Loving Memory of David ‘Migdal’ Teperson
............In Loving Memory of Bella Singer & Yetta Stein
............In Loving Memory of beloved parents
............In Loving Memory of Reuven Goodman
............In Loving Memory of beloved daughter Aviva
............In Loving Memory of Nokkie Scher
............In Loving Memory of Sybil & Boykie Tobias

Susan Sharon Lone Soldier Project

to assist lone soldiers upon completion of their army service, as they settle in to civilian life in Israel

Annette Milliner-Giladi & Jillian Milliner
Batya & Yonatan Shmukler
Beryl & Daniel Schmidt
Chava Agmon
Eileen & Melvyn Cohen
Harris & Phyllis Green
Helayne & Yitzhaky Shedletzky

............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
............In Loving Memory of Hugo Agmon
............Beryl Klotnick - Special Birthday
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon

Remembering Susan Sharon: Batya & Yonatan Shmukler, Beryl & Daniel Schmidt, Harris & Phyllis Green, Helayne & Yitzhaky Shedletzky,
Hertzel Katz & Sharon Aranya, Itz & Marj Kalmanowitz, John & Lola Harris, Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson, Robby & Saven Hilkowitz, Sharon &
Paul Bernstein, Shelly & Jonathan Cohen, Solly & Gita Sacks, Steve & Ethyne Handler, Telfeds Events Committee, Hertzel & Lola Katz.

WOOLF RAKIN MEMORIAL
BURSARY FUND
(supported by Rakin family
and friends): Renee RakinHonouring friends and
family, Annette MillinerGiladi: Shana Tova wishes
to Renee, Jackie Freedman:
Warm greetings to ‘my
wonderful friends in Israel’,
Renee Rakin: celebrating
Kevin Rakin’s birthday:
Remembering dear husband
Woolf’s birthday.

Donors... ...........................................Honorees
Hertzel & Lola Katz
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Hertzel Katz & Sharon Aranya
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Itz & Marj Kalmanowitz
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Ivor & Roni Wolf
............Harry Brand - 80th Birthday
John & Lola Harris
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Robby & Saven Hilkowitz
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Sharon & Paul Bernstein
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Sharon Bernstein
............Jennifer Field - In appreciation
Sharon Bernstein & the Bookclub Friends ............Sheila Swiel - Thank you
Shelly & Jonathan Cohen
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Solly & Gita Sacks
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Steve & Ethyne Handler
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
Telfed Events Committee
............In Loving Memory of Susan Sharon
CARING FOR THE ELDERLY
JOINT KEREN TELFED/BETH PROTEA FUND

Annette Milliner-Giladi
Gerald & Freda Wolman
Jeanette & Michael Dick
Sharon & Asher Hoffer

............Leon Lewis - 90th Birthday
............Solly Hotz - 90th Birthday
............In Loving Memory of Mickey Symon
............In Loving Memory of Donald Fox
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Steve & Ethyne Handler - Shana
Tova Greetings: to family, friends
and colleagues

Mel & Eileen Cohen- Shana Tova
Greetings: to family and friends

Dave and Rae Kopping - Shana
Tova Greetings to June and Eli
Rovetti, Maria Zeff, Neville and
Dana Kopping and family, Karen
and Leonard Yankelowitz, Linda
and Asher Saban

SCHOLARSHIPS
Adrian & Beverly Ehrlich
............In Loving Memory of Chana Ehrlich
Shlomo & Miriam Katz, Ivor & Roni Wolf,
Dennis & Lea Belostoky and Colin & Louise Kessel ....Harry Brand - 80th Birthday
KEREN ALIZA
Linda & Norman Barron
............Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Linda & Norman Barron
............Hilliard Hart - 60th Birthday
MAURICE OSTROFF MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND
David Kaplan
............Pideon HaBen of Nevo Gelley
Helen Boruchowitz
............In Loving Memory of Bennie Boruchowitz
Hilary & David Kaplan
............Michael Futeran - 60th Birthday
David, Hilary, Gary, Shahar,
Dana, Elad and Keren Kaplan
............Rollo Norwitz - 80th birthday
MAYER PINCUS BAREL FUND
Carol Naim
SURF FUND (Special Urgent Relief Fund)
Frankie & Michael Jaffe
Hertzel & Lola Katz
Hertzel & Lola Katz
Matthew & Lynette Karp
Vivien & Arthur Wolman
Yehuda & Elisheva Tobias
PRAS SCHOLARSHIPS
Andy & George Cohen
Andy & George Cohen
Basil & Zena Berelowitz
David & Ingride Lewis
TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community initiative)
David & Hilary Herzberger
Jean Isaacs
Stephen & Gillian Shochat

............Leon (Arye) Barel - 70th Birthday
............Bennie Penzick - 80th Birthday
............Bennie Penzick - 80th Birthday
............Harry Chweidan - In honour
............Bennie Penzick - 80th Birthday
............Beryl Klotnick - Special Birthday
............In Loving Memory of Sybil & Boykie Tobias
............Erica & Mervyn - Marriage
............In Loving Memory of Joe & Hannah Cohen, and Cecil Abrams
............Leon Altman - 80th Birthday
............Leon Lewis - 90th birthday
............Mazal Tov - Einat & Shai for the birth of Dotan
............In gratitude - Dave & Michal Heideman
............In honour of Ganit, welcoming new grand-daughter Ella

Jeff Geffen (USA) - Shana Tova Greetings:
to Robert & Suzi Schneider, Maon and Hayley Jacobson and Hillel, Jennifer Furstenberg, Yehuda and Dvora Horovitz, Jackie Lane, Shannon and Deborah
Davimes, Basil & Belinda Davimes, Sara Mallow, Rabbi Levi Stern and family, Rabbi Uri Lapidus, Avishay Yarimi and family, Petro & Simy Lindenfeld
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Leader, Warrior, Peacemaker, Poet

By David Kaplan

The
Passing
of Peerless
Peres
Despite health and security threats, Shimon Peres (z’l),
who passed away in September 2016, visited South
Africa earlier in the year. Little constrained ‘irrepressible
Peres’, and most certainly not the local anti-Israel BDS
activists who had lobbied to arrest him when he arrived
in March. The only thing “arresting” about Peres during his
stay in South Africa was his personality.
Defiant, he asserted in his opening remarks to the
Jewish community in Johannesburg:
“No threat or attempt to harm us or the State of Israel will
prevent me from standing on this stage, here in South
Africa, and to fight the just war of the State of Israel.”
In a tearful meeting with Winnie Mandela, she thanked
Peres for preserving the memory and values of
Mandela. Peres replied: “There is a little of Nelson
Mandela in all of us that shows us the way to peace,
reconciliation and wholeness.”
Clearly, President Barak Obama thought there was a lot
more than “a little” of Mandela in Peres, when paying
tribute to him at the state funeral in September in
Jerusalem. The US President likened the two leaders
as exemplary statesmen who projected values beyond
the borders of their nations to encompass all humanity.

“Forever Young”. In the
words of Bob Dylan, who
won the 2016 Nobel Prize
for Literature, Shimon
Peres was the eternal
optimist looking always
to the future rather than
dwelling on the past.

Priceless Peres

While politicians generally know how
to read the will of the people and assume popular
positions, Peres more often pursued the opposite, taking
risks and frequently paying the price.
“I look to the future as my political compass, to the
unborn children and the world we bequeath,” Peres told
this writer in an exclusive interview for Haaretz magazine
at Beit Hanasi in 2007. This gels with his popular reply in
more recent years when asked, “What has been the best
day in your life?” “Tomorrow.”
Peres was always about the future.
He recalled the early days of the State, when he pushed
for a policy of industrialization, “When the country’s
economy was growing fruit and vegetables and I spoke
about building cars and planes, they thought I was crazy.
“You are mushagah, Shimon,” they would scoff. “We can’t
even build bicycles and you talk about cars and planes.
Nuts!” Raising his arms, he said: “Do I appear nuts?”

Last Man Standing

Peres had no shortage of rivals.
“After 60 years in politics, I have endured the longest run
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On MASA

A strong advocate of connecting diaspora Jewish youth
with Israel, Peres stressed his support for the MASA
programme.
Since its founding in 2004, over 110,000 young Jews
(ages 18-30) from more than 60 countries have
participated in MASA’s (Hebrew: “ מסעjourney”) long-term
programmes in Israel. “People’s perceptions about
Israel from afar is shaped by their local media; that’s not
good. There is no substitute for intimate experience, and I
believe it is vital that Jewish youngsters from abroad
should experience Israel on long-term programmes.
They meet and integrate with Israelis in day-today work
situations and will return to their home countries
more informed and better equipped to
assume future leadership positions in their
communities.”

SHIMON PERES
1923 - 2016

of attacks from opponents than any politician in human
history,” joked the pugnacious politician and statesman
concluding with “and where are my critics today and
where am I?” Expressing that Israel should increasingly
forge relationships of an intellectual nature, sharing
knowledge and expertise, he asserted that “Money is
not the father of innovation; innovation is the parent of
money. If you have ideas, the money will find you - that is
what is happening in Israel today.
The world recognises our potential and that is why
so many foreign companies are opening up in Israel. Our
country’s image should not be of an army with weapons
but of a people with ideas.”

The Child Within.
Loved being surrounded by children, Peres, who displayed a child’s curiosity
throughout his long life, is seen here enjoying the grand tour of Manof,
with a young kid as his ‘guide’.

Insights & Revelations.
The writer meeting with Shimon Peres soon after becoming State President for an
interview with Haaretz.
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With this reasoning, Peres suggested adding another
programme to the MASA list for young participants - to
work in Israel’s companies.
“While people say Israel is a country with a small
head, I say, we are a country with a small body but a big
head. And we need to use our sechel (common sense)
to reach out more to a young global audience.”
This writer has no doubt that Peres would have
wholeheartedly supported Telfed’s SASI programme that
promotes and facilitates South African matriculants to
study in English at Israeli universities.
Nearing the end of the interview, Peres said, “If you want
to know how I judge a country, it is by the way it
treats its women.”
When I began framing a response question relating to
the maltreatment of women in
the Middle East, he raised his hand
and said “The Arab world is not a
barometer - I’m thinking beyond
the physical. A country that earns
my esteem is one whose women
can reach their full potential no
different to men. If women can
dream like men, then they must be
able to achieve their dreams like
men. Only such countries are free
and their potential boundless.”
Concluding the interview, Peres
asked about my cousin, Mendel Kaplan (z’l), who had been
Chairman of the BOG of the Jewish Agency.
I told him he “was no doubt very happy and excited” as
he was sitting at that moment in a stadium at the rugby
World Cup in France. Peres was perplexed!

“Vot is rugby?”
“Wow”, I thought; a man who knew everything about
nearly everything did not know what a ‘ruck’, ‘mall’, ‘scrum’
or ‘lineout’ was!
“Try”ing to explain, I felt enriched in having contributed
to this Nobel Laureate’s education on such a monumental
issue.

Close Encounters

Peres was Minister of Defence when in 1976, Israel
successfully launched one of the greatest rescue operation
in human history – the Entebbe Raid.
Sharing anecdotes at a Storytellers’ Festival in 2012, he
said “I think it was one of the most unforgettable
chapters in our history, a very special, dangerous
and precise operation carried out by the bravest of men.”
Two of those “brave men” were former
South Africans, Dr. Jossy Factor and
Ricky Davis. (See Telfed Magazine 2016
Rosh Hashanah issue)
Shimon’s amusing off-the-cuff re- torts
were legion.
“Don’t worry. I won’t forget to die,” he
used to tell his adversaries when one
wished him long life to 120.
Local South Africans got a taste of this
when in 1987, as Minister of Defense,
he alighted from his helicopter on a
visit to Moshav Manof, a successful
Telfed housing project in the Galilee. Met by an admiring
female South African resident, he was told: “You know Mr.
Peres, I think you are the best looking and best-dressed
man in the Knesset” to which Peres dismissively replied:
“Big deal - vot real competition do I have there?”

Jewish
Zionist
Humanist

At the Ritz. While attending a function at a hotel in Tel Aviv, President
Shimon Peres took time out to engage with an
employee – new South African immigrant Sheldon Ritz.

Shake on It. A warm greeting between Shimon Peres and Julius Weinstein (z’l), then
Chairman of the SAZF and later – following Aliyah - a member of the Telfed Executive
Committee.
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Illuminating Legacy.
The Peres Center for Peace in Tel
Aviv-Jaffa aims to promote peace
by fostering tolerance, economic
and technological development,
innovation, cooperation and wellbeing - all in the spirit of the late
President’s vision.

Reacting to Reactor

Pragmatic
Visionary

To some Southern Africans, particularly
the residents of Moshav Timorim, the announcement by
Prime Minister “Bibi” Netanyahu to rename the nuclear
research centre in Dimona after Shimon Peres, brought
back memories.
In moving for the proposal at a cabinet meeting, Bibi said:
“Shimon Peres worked hard to establish this important
enterprise, an enterprise which is important to the security
of Israel for generations, and I think that it
would be right and proper to rename the center after him.”
This, most Israelis know; what most do not know - is the
South African connection!
For many years, the nuclear enterprise was “hush hush”,
only whispered about, and referred to as Shimon’s
“textile plant”. Now it is time to “uncover” this issue and
reveal the South African pioneers who assisted him.
It begins with Chaim Chait, who had arrived on the famed
ship from South Africa, the ‘Drom Afrika1’, which had
successfully dodged the British naval forces by posing as a
fishing trawler, and arrived in Haifa bay the same

day in 1947 as the Exodus. Joining Timorim, then a kibbutz
in the north, he established a sheet metal factory.
Joined by his brother Max, who fought with him in the
War of Independence, their first major order in their new
enterprise was to supply the ducting for air conditioners
to the first Dan Hotel in Tel Aviv. The business became so
successful that it evolved into Miromit (the world’s first
solar heating factory), which is Timorim spelt backwards.
Shortly after Timorim relocated to its present position in
the south, their next big order was to supply the ducting
for the ‘textile’ plant in Dimona.
The rest is history.
In truth, Peres is less about ‘history’ and more about the
future. Much of his legacy remains unwritten as his
dreams and visions await future generations
to pursue.
Telfed chairman Maish Isaacson, members of the
Directorate, Executive Council and staff, express heartfelt
condolences to the Peres family.
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Gad, son of Rochelle
(originally from Durban)
and Shaul Ben-Dov from
Kibbutz Ramat Rachel,
and grandson of Greta
and the late Abe Smith of
Durban, married Daniella,
daughter of Amit and
Zack (Tzachi) Giron.

Rafi, son of Nicky and Colin
Schachat of Ra’anana,
married Mimi, daughter of
Robbie Nussbaum and Tzlila
Taragan.

Gadi, son of Shalom and Debbie
Aharonov, nee Hurwitz, of Amirim;
and grandson of
Ida and Harry (z”l) Hurwitz, married
Shelly, daughter of Dafna and
Mikki Oshrat from Haifa.

Asaf, son of Jonathan and
Miri Benjamin, married Gon,
daughter of Ziva and Yossi
Lavi of Kibbutz Hatzerim.

Rael, son of Leslie & Tiana
Horwitz of Kfar Saba,
married Noa, daughter of
Rami & Ronit Mashiach of
Petach Tikva.

Yael, daughter of Victor
Barnes(z”l) & Michelle
Barnes from South Africa,
married Ariel, son of Daniel
Lang & Claire Lang - from
USA.
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If you have lived in Raanana long enough, you have
probably bumped into Telfed’s Chairman, Maish
Isaacson. It is no secret that over the years he has been
involved in community service in various capacities, as
well as many philanthropic initiatives - and
played a significant role in enhancing the
quality of life and opportunities available
to Southern Africans in Israel via Telfed.
But his commitment does not end there.
You may not necessarily have recognised
him, as this man of many talents can
be found in formal attire conducting
business meetings in the city centre, donning his clown
outfit to volunteer at the local Meir hospital as a Medical
Clown, maintaining law and order on the city streets in
his capacity as a volunteer police officer with the rank

of Lieutenant, and most recently – participating in the
Raanana city council.
In November, the National Religious Party reshuffled local
council members, with Rabbi Samuel (Stewart) Weiss
conceding his place to new/veteran council member,
Maish Isaacson. This was the third and final internal
rotation for the current term and will be Maish’s second
term in office. “It is a sincere privilege to be elected to the
City Council, I am genuinely humbled”, said Maish - “ I am
looking forward to work with our capable team in order to
represent the best interests of the city and its residents. I
wear a Kippa, but it does not matter to me who turns to
me, religious or secular, I’m here to help the residents of
Raanana”. The Telfed Team congratulates Chairman and
City Councillor Isaacson on his new appointment and
are certain that the city of Raanana will flourish with his
addition to the Council.

Cuisine
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What’s Cooking?

Expect your neighbours to come knocking when you
follow Telfed’s Anne Abarbanel’s recipe for Challah!
That is because their noses will be irresistibly drawn to a
‘heavenly’ aroma. Apart from assisting in Telfed’s Resource
Development Department, Anne is most resourceful in
the kitchen.

Rabin’s
Law Ofﬁce
We act in:
All Civil Law,
Real Estate,
Contracts,
Trusts, Wills,
Inheritance,
Litigation

Ingredients

ADV Boaz Rabin
054-4819624
ADV Haim Shalom
054-2042222

2¼ tsp dry active yeast
1½ tsp (for the yeast) plus ¼ cup sugar
1 cup warm water
¼ cup vegetable oil (I use canola)
3 eggs
1 egg yolk + 1 tsp of water (to brush
the top of the Challah)
1 teaspoon of Kosher salt
4 cups flour

Office +972 3 624 1818
Fax +972 3 624 1798

Instructions

65 Yigal Alon Street
PO Box 20395, Tel Aviv 61203

Anne
’s

Challa

h

• In a bowl, add yeast, 1½ tsp sugar, and 1 cup of warm water.
Mix until dissolved. Let sit for 10 minutes.
• Mix in canola oil, 2 eggs (1 at a time) and the egg yolk.
Add the remaining sugar and the salt.
• Slowly add flour (½ cup at a time).
• When the dough holds together, knead until smooth.
• Transfer the dough to a large (!) greased bowl, cover with plastic
wrap, and let rise in a warm place for at least 1 hour.
• Punch the dough down, and leave it to rise again
(for at least 1 more hour).
• You can now either make 1 large challah or 2 smaller ones. Place
braided loaf on a cookie sheet lined with parchment paper.
• Use the remaining egg yolk (dissolved with a teaspoon of water)
to brush the top of the loaf.
• You can sprinkle poppy seeds, sesame seeds, sea salt
or any other seeded topping you want
• Let sit for 30 minutes to one hour.
• Bake at 180 degrees Celsius for 25-30 minutes, or until
golden brown.

Enjoy
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A Twist in the Tale

A real give-away as to our South African roots is to ask for
a ‘kitke’. Appearing exclusively in South Africa’s Yiddish
lexicon, it begs the question: What is the origin of the word?
Don’t look to the Poles, for while apparently
there is a Polish word ‘kitke’ meaning “twisted”, this is closer
to a red, not a gehakte herring. The Polish derivative was
never used in Europe to describe the ‘Shabbos’ bread and
so was never elevated to a linguistic heirloom. The answer
lies not from where the Jewish immigrants came but to
where they initially settled - Kimberley!
With the discovery of diamonds in the Cape Colony in
1867, many Jewish immigrants who had fled the pogroms
of Eastern Europe, gravitated to this booming mining
town. Then, when gold was discovered10 years later in the
Transvaal, many packed up their wagons and headed to
Ferreirasdorp, today an inner-city suburb of Johannesburg
but then a rugged mining camp. Referred as the “cradle
of Johannesburg”, it was where the first diggings started,
where the first diggers settled and to where the Yiddisher
crowd from Kimberley arrived, seeking - quite literally - the
‘Golden Madinah’. Now the plot thickens like the dough in
the Challah for with many of these new arrivals they were
joined by their Khoi servants who had initially hailed from
the vast Griqualand region.

The Real McKhoi

Observing the womenfolk with their long plaited hair,
and how they used to plait the hair of their daughters,
the servants came up with a description for this strange
hairstyle ‘kitkhoi’, using the Khoi word for ‘twist’.
Now, as there were no bakeries, and all Challas for Shabbat
were baked in private homes, it was mostly the Khoi
servants that would deliver the Challas to the various
Jewish households and tell them that they were delivering
the ‘kitkhois’. In time, this Koi invented word would emerge
as the formal name for challas in South Africa – kitka!

Israel Under Fire

In late November, Israeli firefighters battled close to 2000
devastating fires in an eight day period that destroyed
over 32,000 acres of land and property throughout Israel.
Experts estimate that it could take as much as 30 years
to fully recover from the ravage. Tens of thousands were
forced to evacuate, and over 700 homes damaged or
destroyed, with over 100 people injured.
In response to this national crisis, Telfed immediately
arranged an emergency appeal in order to assist
Southern African families affected by the fire. Telfed
staff and volunteers gathered together, personally
calling Southern African residents in the affected
areas (486 families in Haifa and 76 in Zichron Yaakov),
to check if assistance was needed and what could be
provided. In parallel, Telfed shared with the community
the emergency Facebook page of Gvahim (with
whom Telfed partners to assist skilled Olim to secure
employment in Israel). Telfed Modi’in regional volunteers
happily opened their homes in order to host their
fellow South African Olim from Haifa, whose houses were
destroyed.
Those affected by the fires were invited to be in touch
with Telfed's resident Social Worker for further
assistance/counselling.
In a call initiated by Telfed CEO Dorron Kline, one South
African Olah commented "Thank you for looking out for
us. So much love has been showered upon us since our
house was destroyed, often by complete strangers.
It is so touching at this terrible time".
This ordeal has shown once more the South African
Community’s giving spirit and incomparable sense of
solidarity.
If you would like to make a donation to assist affected
families, please call Shireen at Telfed (+972 9 7907819)
or email donations@telfed.org.il for further details.

People By David Kaplan
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Tel: 03-6329112/3 Fax: 03-6329116
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A ‘Royal’ Ride

From South African volunteer in the Six Day War, to
Lubavitcher Chabadnik in Israel; from national fencing
instructor to local film star, and with ten children, one of
whom married a ‘Guns N’ Roses’ guitarist, “It’s been quite
a ride,” says Melech Thal of Nazareth Elite. Melech’s genesis
begins in the Eastern Cape town of Cradock, “in the days
when the doctor was called to deliver the baby at home,
and the husband was given the unnecessary task of boiling
water - just to keep him out of the way.”
At his Brit Milah, “when my Dad asked the mohel to suggest
a Hebrew name for me,” he offered “Melech” after hearing
“that my paternal grandfather’s name was Elimelech.”
Besides said Reverend Sandler, “It means King” - hence
the title of Melech’s recently completed autobiography: “A
King’s Journey”.

En Garde!

It was during the Six Day War, “and there I was, aged 23, sitting
in my digs in Port Elizabeth listening to the devastating
reports from Arab sources; it was frightening.
My Lebanese landlord mocked, “You Jews are going to

Philip Symon is “The Perfectionist”
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Shabbat Shalom
Fame spread abroad. Touring Los Angeles with his
reunited family, “we walked around Rodeo Drive, then to
Sunset Boulevard and Hollywood Boulevard.” Being in
‘showbiz’, “They took me to the all the Hollywood
highlights. Later, we stopped at a glatt kosher restaurant.
At a table not far from us, sat a rabbi with a group of his
students. They were constantly peering in our direction.
After a while they crowded around our table, and asked
if I was indeed the actor from Nitzotzot Shel Kedusha. I
was accustomed to being recognized in Israel, but as far
afield as Los Angeles was something new. Daniella and
Frankie laughed, and a few days later, a similar scene
played out at another restaurant.”
It was most touching when “Daniella asked if I would

arrange a Friday night supper with candles and kiddush,
all in the traditional way. I was happy to oblige and
Eitan and a few of Daniella’s friends joined in the
occasion. Daniella placed me at the head of the table; I
took care to explain the meaning of the customs. Shabbat
- this was a new experience for them!”

Epilogue

If visiting Los Angeles and re-engaging with his nearly
lost children was like “closing a circle”, it was so in
another way as well.
Judge Amnon Carmi was right to choose Melech all
those years earlier as fencing instructor. One of his
students, Shlomo Ayal became Israel’s national fencing
champion competing in the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics.
“We did okay,” concludes Melech.
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Melech concludes his autobiography with the following: “When I was a young man, I had proudly declared that
just as Ha’Shem had granted us freedom of choice, it was only fitting I should one day allow my children the same
freedom. They should be allowed to choose whether they want to be religious or not. At face value, this seems
to be a perfectly noble principle but on closer examination we find a serious flaw. Choice denotes an alternative;
either this or that. If I offer my child an apple and a pear, he has a choice. If I offer him only an apple, he has no
choice. Living in a religious home, my child unavoidably comes into contact with the secular world outside, he will
have experience of both worlds; the religious and the secular. He will then be in a position to choose between the
two. If, on the other hand, I do not keep a religious home, my child will have no real choice. He will have very little
concept of religious Jewish life and as a result he will most probably become secular; the only way he knows. In a
way, I am in fact forcing him to adopt an irreligious way of life.
Keeping a religious home is however, no guarantee that a child will grow up true to the ways of Torah. A personal
example has to be set in every aspect of Jewish life. Even with a thorough Jewish education, there is no assurance
that the child will become religious. We have to pray to Ha’Shem continuously to guide our
children and grant us peace of mind.”
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Honouring our Heroes

While all Israel owes a huge debt of gratitude to the USA
who sponsored the Iron Dome which saved so many lives
during 2014’s ‘Operation Protective Edge’, we are equally
indebted to our young men and women in uniform who
personally manned those units, effectively neutralising
the missile threat from Gaza.
One exemplary South African couple - Dave and Rae
Kopping of Tel Aviv - showed their appreciation by
sponsoring a special clubhouse at the Palmachim Airforce
Base for our Drone and Helicopter Pilots. “They operate
under huge pressure, protecting us from this constant
threat,” said Rae.
“Being such special
people,
they
deserve a special
place to unwind
and relax.”
Opened on the
5th of July, over 60
guests – family,
friends and members of the English Speaking Branch of
the Association for the Wellbeing of Israel’s Soldiers attended the ceremony in the presence of the commander
of the base.
The clubhouse honoured the memory of “our daughter
Greer-Rose Sandler who passed away 12 years ago from
an illness, and my brother Isaac, who was killed in the
Sinai during the Yom Kippur War in 1973.
He was a tank commander who served under General
Ariel Sharon. He had only been married a year.”
Lives Cut Short right: Rae and Dave Kopping’s daughter Greer Rose
Sandler (nee Kopping)(z’l) above Rae Kopping’s brother Isaac Melcer
(aged 24) killed in the Yom Kippur War and his wife Judith who he had
only been married to for a year.

“What better way to honour their memory,” added Dave,
“than to know that Greer-Rose and Isaac’s names will be
forever associated with those that protect all the citizens
of Israel from harm.”
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deserve a special place to unwind and relax.”
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Super Spy Sylvia

Dear Editor
It was with great interest that I read about Sylvia
Raphael, the South African from Graaff- Reinet whose
extraordinary exploits for the Israeli Mossad has been
made into a movie which premiered in Israel before
being shown at the 2016 Cannes film Festival.
Proud Brother. David
(”Bunty”) Raphael, Sylvia
Raphael’s brother from
South Africa in 2012 at the
naming of the Memorial
Clock Tower (below)
in honour of Israel’s
legendary spy at Moshav
Migdal.

(Telfed 2016 Rosh Hashanah issue) Sylvia lived for a few
months in Moshav Migdal on the shores of Lake Kinneret
with her two parrots and she spent many a day visiting
with me, being an ex-South African. At the time, I would
never have believed that she was a spy!!!!
After she left Migdal, I never heard
from her again.
Migdal has honoured her memory
with a memorial clock tower –
where visitors can press a button to
hear all about Sylvia - and our new
shopping center was dedicated
to her. I remember Sylvia every
time I go to the supermarket and
when I see her memorial. Our chats
together come flooding back. In a
way, she has never left our moshav!
Shoshie Borchardt (nee Charmaine
Fialkov-Fajerstein) Moshav Migdal near Tiberias.
Dear Editor
I was completely unaware that Sylvia Raphael, the
Mossad agent, was South African. Your description of her
life touched the heart.
It also came as a surprise to learn that the late Prof.
Frank Herbstein from the Technion visited her during
a scientific trip to Norway. You also mentioned Doron
Lancet, who was critically injured during the Six Day War,
and whom the late Prof. Joe Borman saved in surgery.
I had interacted with Doron at the Feinburg Graduate
School of the Weizmann Institute, when we interviewed
aspiring MSc and PhD students Leslie Leiserowitz
Rehovot.
Editor’s note: Professor Les Leiserowitz received the 2016
Israel Prize for chemistry
(See Telfed 2016 Rosh Hashanah issue)

Another Resolute Raphael.
Debbie Raphael from Port
Elizabeth in 1957 was one of the
first women to serve in Nahal.

Diamonds are Forever

Dear Editor,
I read with great interest the two articles in the last issue
of Telfed Magazine (Rosh HaShana 2016) - the Cover Story
which recounted the brave role of Ricky Davis in the
famous Entebbe Raid of 1976 and of the riveting article,
“Super Spy”, on the top Israeli Mossad agent, Sylvia
Raphael. While I share the same surname as Sylvia, we
also hail from the same Eastern Cape neighbourhood.
Sylvia was born and bred in Graaf-Reinet - also the
hometown of former Telfed Chairman, Judge Joseph
Herbstein - (z’l) and not too far from Port Elizabeth from
where I was raised.
Ricky grew up in Port Elizabeth and like myself had
been a member of Betar. His late father was a leading
Shakespearian actor, and a well-known scout master
of the first P.E. Jewish Troop. My sister Debbie, like my
brother Nuckie and myself, had been active Zionists. She
was one of the first women - if not the first - to serve in
Nahal way back in 1957. This year she celebrated three
family milestones in life - her 80th birthday, her daughter
Ayelet Shimroni’s 50th and her grandson’s Bar Mitzvah.
Debbie the proud grandmother of four grandchildren,
refers to them all “as my diamonds”.

Benny Raphael
performing in Israel’s X Factor.
Benny Raphael Tel Aviv [Editor’s note: On the subject of diamonds, Benny
too has not lost his shine. In 2015, Benny at 76, made it to the final twenty
out of hundreds of entrants on Season II of the X Factor. Decked out in
a tight-fitting long dress befitting her curvaceous body, Bar Raphaeli,
the stunning international fashion model and X Factor host, expressed
to the nation on stage: “Benny, you are making history - you are the
oldest contestant ever to appear on the X Factor.” Benny has not stopped
beaming! It further turned out that Benny’s dancing partner at a dance club
in Tel Aviv, was none other than Bar’s grandmother

In Memoriam
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Telfed Chairman Maish
Isaacson, members of the
Directorate, Executive Council
and all staff express heartfelt
condolences to families whose
loved ones have passed away
in recent months.

SUSAN SHARON

Joanne Goldstein (Ra’anana)
Ben Mirkin (Beit Shemesh)
Bennie Boruchowitz (Elkana)
Bennie Joss (Herzlia)
Sharon Gazy (Mevasseret Zion)
Aimee Wainer (Tzur Yigal)
Trevor Traube (Jhb.)
Leonora Salem (Herzlia)
Leon Sarnak (Herzlia)
Yvonne Inglestone (Jhb.)
Yoel Tamari (Tel Mond)
Joselle Reuben

It is over four months since the sad passing of our good
friend and inspiring colleague Susan Sharon.
Whilst her 30 years of service to the Southern African
community through Telfed was well documented on its
website and its 2016 Rosh HaShanah Magazine, a few staff
members both past and present, and volunteers with whom
she had worked closely over the years, add here some
personal recollections.
“She always had the interests of the Olim at heart and
would go the extra mile to assist them, and particularly
to support Lone Soldiers,” said Telfed CEO, Dorron Kline.
While longstanding Endowment & Scholarship
(E & S) committee member Barry Kornel remembers “her
unfailing cheerfulness and caring and availability to all who
needed her help,” Telfed Chairman, Maish Isaacson recalls
admiringly how “Susan could rattle off
the finer details about any of our many
trust funds from memory.”
Above all, Maish remembers “She loved
her job and pushed herself until her final
day at work.” Jonathan Keller who was
Telfed’s Chief Accountant in the late 80s
to 1990, said “she was easy going, easy
to get along with, dedicated and a lot of
fun.” “Best ,” is how Anthony Maisels, a
former Chairman of the E & S Committee
describes Susan.
“From the breadth of her humanity;
her generosity of spirit; her unfailing
cheerfulness and efficiency – she proved
she was the very best.”
Telfed’s Aliyah & Klitah counsellor for
over 25 years, Shula Rubinow noted “as
the administrator for the Loans and Assistance Committee,
Susan showed boundless warmth, understanding, respect
and discretion. She also knew when to be firm with those

William Weeg
(Kibbutz Ha’Ogen)
Shirley Levy (Karne Shomron)
Lisa Kasimov (Jerusalem)
Mavis Wolff (Herzlia)
Shana Saitowitz (Tel Mond)
Sam Sirkis (Netanya)
Reuven Goodman (Bet Herut)
Leila Stein (Haifa)
Norman and Gloria Segal (Eilat)
Lenny Shippel (Tel Mond)
Prof. Monty Zion (Tel Mond)

unwilling to help themselves.
She was perfect for the job
and a wonderful friend and associate.”
“Susan was my personal mentor and
helped me get through everything,” says
Helayne Shedletzky, Telfed’s bookkeeper for the past 22
years. “I miss daily her bubbly disposition and optimism.”
From these heartfelt tributes it is evident that Susan had
a gift of making people feel at ease and that they were all
equally important -irrespective of who they were or their
station in life.
Susan was born and brought up in London.
At the age of 16, she accompanied a friend to a kibbutz
in Israel, met Pascal - a tall, blond Oleh from France, and
decided to remain. Susan and Pascal married when she was
twenty and they settled on Moshav Ramot
Meir, focusing on farming and bringing up
three sons - Ilan, Guy and Noam.
Her introduction into the ‘Telfed family’
began in 1986, while Susan’s mother
Renee Griller was working for
“The Fed” in Tel Aviv. Our receptionist
was recuperating after an accident, and
Renee suggested her daughter Susan
might replace her for a couple of weeks.
The weeks turned into years and like her
mother, Susan remained an outstanding
member of staff for many years.
She is deeply missed for her sense of
humour, good cheer, total devotion to her
“adopted” Southern African community,
her excellent work ethic, perception and
deep understanding of the regulations
pertaining to Aliyah and Klita and the office management
of Telfed’s Trust Funds. Telfed offers heartfelt condolences to
Susan’s family.
Sharon Bernstein

