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BETH PROTEA – The Pride of Israel’s Southern African Community
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Email: info@bethprotea.org.il
Website : www.bethprotea.org.il    

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS …
What a perfect way to end 2016. Chanukah was celebrated in true Beth 
Protea style including a sensational concert with the unrivalled Ahia 
Rubin, candle-lighting nightly attended by large numbers of residents 
who enjoyed all the traditional singing, Chanukah fare and of course the 
opening of our yearly residents’  art exhibition.

BIRDS, BIRDS AND MORE 
BIRDS … Nothing can quite 
prepare one for the phenomenal 
sight of thousands of migrating 
birds who visit the Hula Valley on 
their journey. First stop was a visit 
to the magical world of musical 
instruments lovingly hand-made 
by the talented Peter Isacowitz at 
Woodsong in Rosh Pina, followed 
by a delicious lunch. Thereafter, 
the grand finale - a trip around the 
Hula Valley in a specially designed 
open carriage to see the birds.
A truly unforgettable experience.

WELCOME 2017 …
Nothing better than starting 
the New Year with a pampering 
massage. Our traditional Health 
Day spoilt both residents and staff 
with a healthy morning snack, 
followed by relaxing massages. An 
interesting lecture was given by the 
well-known Phyllis Glazer. And, 
soon after, the Beth Protea “models” 
took to the red carpet once again 
for the Beth Protea Fashion Show. 
Lots of fun was had by all.

OUR VERY OWN SINGING DIVA …
How proud we are of our very own talented Judy Layne Bernstein who was 
chosen to appear on the television show “Kohav Ha Ba” (The Next Star). 
Judy was sensational and proved that no matter your age, you can always 
fulfill your dreams. Well done Judy!!!

AROMATIC HERB 
GARDEN …“are you going to 
Scarborough Fair – parsley, sage, 
rosemary & thyme”…well-known 
words from the Simon & Garfunkel 
song set the stage for  Tu B’shvat 
this year. We decided to plant a 
herb garden. The beautiful morning 
sunshine was the perfect setting for 
the residents to choose their plants 
and enjoy getting their hands dirty. 
A “virtual” tree planting allowed 
everyone to “plant” a tree in the 
forest commemorating the South 
African “fallen” in the battles of the 
State of Israel.
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If during Pesach we are called upon to relive 
our deliverance from slavery three thousand 
years ago “as if it were today”, there are “today” 
monumental milestones that make up more 
recent chapters in an unending saga in our “Long 
Walk To Freedom” that began with the ‘Exodus’.
In our Cover Story, we celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the victory of the Six Day War and 
its enriching prize – the reunification of our ancient 
capital - Jerusalem. We tap into the thoughts and 
writings of our fellow Southern Africans who lived 
through this dramatic “chapter” – recalling the 
tensions and the traumas but also the jubilation.
With the passing in March of famed Israeli 
photojournalist David Rubinger at 92, we are 
reminded of his iconic Six Day War photo of 
the three battle-weary paratroopers gazing 
wondrously at the Western Wall. Coupled with 
that photo, we think too of Naomi Shemer’s no 
less mesmerising masterpiece – “Jerusalem of 
Gold”. 
These two works of art - the photograph in black 
and white and the song rich in colour - helped 
shape a collective Jewish psyche of Jewish 
sovereignty restored to its biblical capital – 
Jerusalem.
We think too of all those young Southern Africans 
who literally put “our lives on hold” to volunteer 
during Israel’s need. “Yes, it was halfway through 
my varsity year, so yes, I would have to repeat the 
year; and yes, I would have to tell my parents,” 
are the same words that most the volunteers will 
tell you today. However, they will also add as did 
former Telfed Director Sidney Shapiro and former 
Telfed Chairman Solly Sacks:
“Most enriching time of my life. Would do it all 
over again.”
Through it all, Telfed was there to assist all the 
volunteers mainly based at kibbutzim throughout 

the length and breadth of the country.
One of Rubinger’s most famous quotes was “Try 
live every day as if it was your last, but plan your 
future as though there were endless tomorrows.” 
It is that indominable spirit and grit of our people 
so encapsulated of what transpired in one month 
in 1967 that have allowed Israelis to ‘live for today’ 
and ensured that the country’s future will be an 
open-ended journey of “endless tomorrows”.
When we utter at the end of the Passover seder 

the words “Next Year in Jerusalem” we can 
rejoice “we are in Jerusalem”, and let us dwell 
too on the succinct prophesy of Israel’s most 
celebrated Foreign Minister, Abba Eban: 
“Israel’s future will be longer than its past.”

Chag Pesach Sameach

David E. Kaplan, Telfed Editor

Newspapers and packages arriving to a unit stationed in 
the south. 1.6.1967
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Please subscribe or renew your subscription by filling in the enclosed flyer in 
this magazine and mailing it to SAZF Israel: 19/1 Schwartz Street, Ra’anana 
4321224
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With the passing of spring and the approach of 
Pesach, we feel the winds of change. In keeping 
with these ‘changing times’, one constant has 
been Telfed remaining dynamic and vibrant 
- and this year - I feel particularly proud of our 
illustrious history, as we enter into our 70th Jubilee 
Anniversary year.  What is even more special is 
that this milestone coincides with the Birth of 
Israel – an enriching opportunity to celebrate 
two ‘beginnings’ that commenced in the same 
year and share a common destiny.  In the coming 
months, we will be recognizing the extraordinary 
achievements of Telfed through the years and 
the people who have played significant roles in 
the impact and development of the organisation 
and its projects. My predecessors - together with 
generations of dedicated staff - have shown vision 
and determination in ensuring that Telfed remains 
in the vanguard of immigrant organisations. This 
accolade was recently recognised by the Knesset, 
who after all, share the same birth year. As the 
saying goes: “We go back!”

Our Passover Telfed Magazine is dedicated to no 
less a momentous year – the 50th anniversary of 
the Six Day War and the reunification of Jerusalem 
revealing some of the stories of Southern 
Africans who participated in these monumental 
milestones in our history.

The engagement of our volunteers continues to 
be one of the pillars of Telfed’s involvement with 
the community, and in January, we were proud of 
our veteran volunteer, Annette Milliner-Giladi, 
receiving the prestigious ‘Award of Excellence’ 
from the Israeli Government. This follows a 
similar award conferred on Telfed in 2014, for 
the organization’s extensive work in the field of 
volunteerism. This year we will also be honouring 
the many contributions of outstanding Southern 
African volunteers to Israeli society at our bi-
annual award ceremony and we look forward to 
profiling the honorees (and winners!) in greater 
detail in the next Telfed Magazine. Another 
impressive upcoming event is Telfed’s public 
scholarship ceremony, where over 400 students 
will receive grants from Telfed and you are invited 
to join us (see details on page 12).  
Sadly, this year has brought heartfelt loss with the 
passing of one of our greatest patrons and dearest 
friends, Eliot Osrin from Cape Town. You can read 
about this wonderful mensch in this issue.
As I will soon hand over the reins of Chairman, 
Telfed can look forward to a new generation of 
inspirational leadership. Until then, happy reading 
and Chag Pesach Kasher and Sameach to you and 
your family!

Maish Isaacson 
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Dorron Kline – Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO)
Dorron works with the 
Directorate and Executive 
Council to ensure that Telfed 
remains a premier oleh 
organisation, supporting and 

enabling former Southern Africans to contribute 
to Israeli society. Contact details: 
dorron@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 818

Sharon Bernstein – 
Employment Counselor, 
Admin Assistant to EXCO, 
Directorate, BOG
Sharon has been a member 
of staff for 28 years. She 
is involved with pre-

Aliyah employment counseling and assisting 
olim vatikim to find work. She is also the 
administrative assistant to the Executive Council, 
Directorate and Board of Governors and the 
principal “minute taker” in the office. Contact 
details: sharon@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 815

Anne Abarbanel - Fundraising 
Associate, Media
Anne assists the Head of 
Resource Development. 
She is also in charge of the 
organisation’s media and 
public relations. Contact 

details: resourcedev@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 812

Ariela Siegel - Social Worker 
and Head of Aliyah and Klita
Ariela is Telfed’s resident 
Social Worker and manages 
all matters relating to new 
olim and their absorption. She 
is in charge of professional 

counseling and assistance for new and veteran 
Olim. Contact details: ariela@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 821

Shireen Burt – Fundraising 
Associate
Shireen is part of Telfed’s 
Resource Development 
Department and in charge 
of donations, magazine 
production and subscriptions.  

She provides assistance to the Head of the 
Department in implementing the fundraising 
strategic plan. Contact details: 
donations@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 819

Nava Lapid – Chief Operating 
Officer (COO)
Nava brings a wealth of 
experience in Management 
and is in charge of the 
general operation of Telfed, 
including financial and legal 

matters pertaining to the organisation, the real 
estate portfolio, Trust Funds under Telfed’s 
administration and the organisation’s human 
resources. Contact details: nava@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 803

Dana Levy Tavor - Head of 
Endowments, Scholarships 
and PRAS (E.S.P.)
Dana manages the scholarship 
department, dealing with 
Telfed’s financial need 
scholarships, the PRAS 

programme, endowments and SASI.  She 
works to assist as many students as possible 
in accordance with the donors’ wishes and 
community needs.  She oversees the PRAS 
regional coordinators and enjoys seeing the 
difference that Telfed’s scholarships can make to 
Israeli society. Contact details: esp@telfed.org.il / 
Tel. 09 7907 811

Gerald Wolman – Accounting 
Dept
Gerald is responsible for 
maintaining the books of 
Keren Telfed and the major 
Trust Funds under Telfed’s 
administration. Contact 

details: gerald@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 807

Dana Ben Chail – Head of 
Volunteerism, Community 
Projects and Events
Dana heads Telfed’s Volunteer 
and Events Department. She 
develops community projects 
and co-ordinates events while 

recruiting, training and coaching the regional, 
local and office volunteers. Contact details: 
volunteers@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 805

Daniela Shapira - Community 
Services Administrator
Daniela assists in the Aliyah 
and Klita Department.  She 
works with Olim both Pre 
and Post Aliyah, to ensure 
that they have a smooth and 

successful klita. Contact details: 
daniela@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 804

Nikki Leviner – Head of 
Resource Development
Nikki works closely with the 
CEO, COO and Fundraising 
Committee to ensure that 
sufficient revenue is generated 
to support the strategic 

direction of the organisation.  This includes 
implementing a multi-faceted fundraising 
programme to secure funds for both short and 
long term development.
Contact details: nikki@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 802

Merav Fisher - Scholarship 
Department (E.S.P.) 
Administrator
Merav assists Dana in 
all matters regarding the 
scholarship department.  
She coordinates the SASI 

programme and takes care of queries and 
applications for Telfed’s various scholarship 
options.  As an Australian olah, she is proud to 
represent the Antipodes at the Telfed offices. 
Contact details: admin.esp@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 817

Yael Strausz – Assistant to 
the COO
Yael takes on the issues of 
due diligence, Trust Fund 
registration and reporting 
to the various government 
authorities.

Contact details: yael@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 807

Helayne Shedletzky  - 
Bookkeeper
Helayne is responsible for 
daily bookkeeping, preparation 
of bank deposits, journal 
entries / bank reconciliations, 
payments to vendors and 

preparation of trial balances and working papers 
for the annual financial audit. Contact details: 
helayne@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 802

Dafna Rosenfeld  - Telfed 
Property Manager
Dafna manages Telfed’s 
Property Portfolio, including 
three buildings in Tel Aviv and 
Raanana with more than 105 
apartments and two hundred 

tenants. Contact details: isrentco@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 808

The Telfed office is situated in Raanana, on Schwartz St (Building 19, First Floor)
General enquiries: info@telfed.org.il  Reception: +972 9 7907800  Toll Free from SA: 0800-997-495
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notary services

For more information:   www.rgs-law.com  |  +972-9-7443260  |  ruthgavriel@rgs-law.com
We are located in Raanana / Hod Hasharon Israel.

Legal services provided throughout Israel 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Brook, Kelly  Finkelstein, Eunice  Hendry, Kyle  Jones, 
Amy  Katzeff, Shirley  Klaff, Michael & Evelyn  Wilk, 

Geoffrey & Esther

Dabah, Daniella

Aronovitz, Yocheved  Ballen, Roger  Eliasov, Dean  
Fouche, Tyler  Fruchtman, Alon & Michal, Shani, Lior  
Girnun, Joshua  Heilbronn, Steven & Stacy-Lee, Gilad, 
Lori  Hirschon, Hyman & Shirley  Hirshovitz, Jayson 
 Hurwitz, Leor & Cindy, Nachson, Gavriel  Jacobson, 

Myron & Natalie, Ora,Elisheva,Akiva,Naama  Janks, 
Ryan  Karp, Lydia & Cyril  Katz, Roni  Katz, Danny 
 Klein, Norman & Lynn  Landauer, Laurence  Levitt, 

Michael & Dorienne  Lipschitz, Jonathan & Candice, 
Gavriel,Eliana,Tuvya  Lipschtiz, Ethnie  Lipschtiz, Daniella 

 Messias, Jade  Miller, Brett & Carol, Terah,Seth  
Nathan, Benita & Julian, Liran, Shayna  Nussbaum, Gila 

& Robin, Benjamin, Raphael  Ordman, Joyce  Orelowitz, 
Yaela  Perlow, Solomon & Victoria  Rabinowitz, Yosef 
 Reznik, Earle  Rod, Talia  Rosenfeld, Daniela & Ariel, 
 Shmukler, Nelly  Stein, Rafael & Emunah  Strachan, 
Dylan  Swartz, Merwyn & Lynette  Taitz, Daniel & 

Brocha  Taljaard, Sarie & Leroi, Ebeni  Turgeman, Haim  
Wolovitz, Daniel  Zalk, Rasheel

Gavriel, Rabbi Jonathan (Yehuda), Candice, Eliana, Tuvya LipschitzDean Eliasov, Amy Jones and Jade Messias
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Dynamic Duo: Myra and Eliot Osrin at the official dedication of the 
Telfed office in their name.

 Telfed joins the Cape Town Jewish Community in 
mourning the loss of a very dear friend, Eliot Osrin 
-  a visionary with enormous talent to match, enabling 
monumental projects both in Israel and in South Africa to 
come to fruition and ensuring their sustainability. Telfed 
is indebted to his untiring support over many years in its 
activities on behalf of the Southern African community in 
Israel. Please see full tribute to Eliot on Page 42.
(Further tributes from the community will appear in the next 
Telfed Magazine following the Telfed memorial ceremony 
held on the 16th March 2017.)    

 After a lifetime of volunteering both in South Africa 
and Israel, one of Telfed’s longest serving volunteers, 
Annette Miliner-Giladi, received at a special ceremony 
in January, the Immigration and Absorption Ministry’s 
Volunteer Award of Excellence. Friends, family 
and representatives from Telfed cheered as 
Annette received the award from Immigration 
and Absorption Minister, Sofa Landver. 
While Annette has chaired many of Telfed’s 
important committees, including serving as 
the organization’s Vice-Chairperson, “It’s not 
the positions I have held that have 
been important to me,” she says, 
“but rather my involvement in the 
projects and activities that have 
enriched people’s lives. By their 
enrichment, I have been enriched.” 
Active in Telfed’s housing projects 
like Manof and Kohav Yair, she says, 
“There is nothing more rewarding 
than working to establish a new 
settlement in the middle of nowhere and 
then years later seeing them developed into 

flourishing communities.” A tireless worker in raising 
funds for education in Israel, Annette’s motto is: “No child 
with merit should be denied a scholarship.” Active as well 
in WIZO, promoting young South Africans to study at the 
IDC Herzliya, and a founding member of Truth be Told 
(TbT), Annette was aptly described at her 80th birthday 
party organized by Telfed in 2012, as a “volunteerholic”. 
Over the years, Annette has consistently inspired future 
generations of volunteers. When asked, what inspires her, 

A Golda Moment. Annette Milliner-Giladi meeting Israeli Prime Minister Golda 
Meir. Inset. Annette with her 2016 Volunteer Award of Excellence.
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she replies: “I am a Zionist, what can I tell you. It’s that 
simple.”  To much merriment, a banner was held up at the 
Telfed party: ‘Annette for Knesset’. When championing a 
cause, Annette is known to dig in, and “there is no stopping 
her until the job is done”, “the goal is achieved” or “the 
opposition surrenders”. Standing proudly in accepting the 
2016 volunteer award, Annette had the “vote” of the entire 
Southern African community in Israel.

Among Telfed’s 240 volunteers engaged across the country, 
are those involved in TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community 
Initiative). In February, the volunteers responsible for running 
the TECI Second Hand shop that sells quality donated 
merchandise at the Absorption Center in Mevesseret 
Zion, were presented with gifts in appreciation.  TECI 
chairman, Mel Cohen, thanked the volunteers Roy Scher, 
Shira Lipschitz, Rochelle Lando, Carol Naim, Larry Cemel, 
Gillam Keinan, Or Schavitz Shema, Masha Reubinoff, 
Vicki Scher, Moshe Hason and Dan as well as Jeff Kaplan 
from Ra’anana, a great supporter of the project. Attended 
by former Telfed chairman Dave Bloom and Deputy Mayor 
Rony Steinitz, Mel expressed that “without your concerted 
efforts and time, this project could not have materialized. 
We owe you a huge debt of gratitude!” 

During Chanukkah TECI Chairman, Mel Cohen, together 
with Telfed’s Head of Volunteerism, Dana Ben Chail, visited 
the ‘Maksam After School Enrichment Centre’ for Ethiopian 
children in Hadera. “What a Chanukkah bonanza it was for 
Telfed to see how these schoolkids are improving in their 

Math, Art and English,” expressed Mel to Maksam Director, 
Yael Sela.

Hats off!
Ethlee Dembo from Moshav Manof and her ‘tight-knitted’’ 
team of Telfed volunteers, knitted over 100 baby hats 
that were donated to the newborn department at Me’ir 
hospital, Kfar Saba. A project initiated by Telfed Chairman 
Maish Isaacson, the nurses were delighted to receive the 
precious cargo - so were the ‘premmies’!   

Hands On. Nurses in Meir Hospital maternity ward with hats knitted 
by Telfed volunteers.

Helping Hand: (L-R) Maksam Director Yael 
Sela, Mel Cohen and Dana Ben Chail with 
Maksam children.

Picture Perfect: Telfed TECI volunteers presented with posters produced by Ethiopian 
children from the Maksam Centre in Hadera.
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 Telfed is proud to announce that after processing 
more applications than ever before, it will assist over 450 
students with scholarships this academic year.  “We are 
so glad to be able to play a part in aiding these students 

to achieve their dreams,” beamed Batya Shmukler, 
Telfed Vice Chair and Chairwoman of ESP (Endowments, 
Scholarships & PRAS). In the current academic year, Telfed 
will be granting an unprecedented number of students 
with scholarships based on financial need.  Thanks to 
many generous donors and foundations, NIS 700,000 
will be awarded to 311 students. Telfed is particularly 
pleased to be able to help 194 students of Southern 
African origin, of whom 61 were born in Southern Africa. 
This is in addition to Telfed’s continuing support of the 
student volunteers participating in the PRAS programme.  
These students play a crucial role in strengthening Telfed’s 
connection with the wider community. “We are excited 
to invite the inaugural group of SASI students to join our 
scholarship recipients at the celebratory ceremony on the 
27th of April, 2017, at the Duhl Auditorium in Tel Aviv,” 
says Dana Levy Tevor, Head of the E.S.P. (Endowments, 
Scholarships and PRAS) department.  The Scholarship 
Committee (ESP) wishes all our students and donors a 
Chag Pesach kasher v’sameach.

The 2016/17 PRAS programme is well underway and 
the student volunteers have completed their mid-year 

seminars.  The seminars are held each year in locations 
around the country and offer the students a chance to meet 
in small groups, share experiences and brainstorm creative 
solutions to issues that arise.  This year, the Tel Aviv mid-year 
seminar was hosted in the premises of the Latin American 
Olim organization in Tel Aviv (Oley), thanks to the warm 
relationship shared with Chairman Mario Lev. It augurs well 
for the PRAS students to create successful partnerships 
with their clients throughout the year. Applications for both 
students and clients for the 2017/18 academic year will be 
submitted online and will be available on the Telfed website 
in June.

Telfed’s newest scholarship programme, SASI (Southern 
Africans Studying in Israel), in conjunction with the Eric 
and Sheila Samson Foundation, is growing from strength to 
strength.  The inaugural group of students have successfully 
completed their first semester in Israel, with one student’s 

Dynamic Duo. Ensuring the smooth running of the 
ESP department are: (l-r) Dana Levy Tavor and Merav 
Fisher.

Something Tickling this Lot! Telfed staff, volunteers, IDC’s Stephanie Miller (right) 
and SASI students at the Telfed office in Ra’anana
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letter to Telfed succinctly reflecting the consensus:
“This has been the best decision I have ever made!” 
The SASI committee is expanding the programme to 
other universities. It met recently with Bar Ilan’s Head of 
the International Office of Academic Affairs, Prof. Shlomo 
Romi and with its senior staff dealing with the partnership 
programme - Daniel Schuval and Shlomit Stern. Bar Ilan 
offers a wide range of degrees that can be studied either in 
Hebrew or English as well as offering a preparatory Hebrew 

‘mechina’ course. With Bar Ilan ranked as one of the fastest 
growing higher education institutions in Israel according 
to The World University Rankings, “We wanted Bar Ilan 
to partner with Telfed in providing suitable conditions 
for Southern African students,” said SASI Chairman Dave 
Bloom. 
Telfed CEO Dorron Kline met with an enthusiastic 
response to the SASI programme during his visit to South 
Africa in February and “we hope that with more donors 
we will be able to encourage even more Southern African 
students to undertake their university studies in Israel.”
Wishing all the SASI students success in their final exams.
Those wishing to apply for the SASI housing scholarship are 
reminded to do so before the end of May 2017.

For further information please contact Merav Fisher: 
admin.esp@telfed.org.il Toll free from SA: 0800-997-495 
(Ext. 217)

Chairman of Telfed’s Jerusalem Regional Committee, Roy 
Scher, recently presented ten Telfed scholarships to Ethiopian 
students studying at the Jerusalem College of Technology 
(Machon Lev), which trains many of Israel’s hi-tech and 

electro-optic engineers. Said Roy at the presentations: “JCT 
will give you all the tools and encouragement you need to 
build successful futures.  We are delighted to work together 
with you in realizing your dreams and wish you the best of 
luck as you embark on your academic journeys.” 

Telfed CEO, Dorron Kline, met in January with the South 
African student ‘Encounter’ group briefing them on ‘post-
matric’ options should they chose to make Aliyah or study in 
Israel. Many indicated that they were considering studying 
in Israel after school, “and were impressed to learn about 
Telfed’s SASI programme,” said Dorron. (See Telfed 2016 
(3) to learn more about SASI). SASI facilitates housing 
and tuition scholarships for SA students at several premier 
Israeli higher education institutes, without the obligation to 
make Aliyah.

Top Class: Roy Scher presenting a Telfed scholarship to an Ethiopian 
student.

Thinking About Tomorrow. South African students on the Israel 
Encounter programme meet with Telfed.
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The ultimate TV & 
Internet service 

in Israel.
• Are you about to make Aliyah? or/
• Living in Israel and missing real English TV?
• We offer every kind of station you can think of.

Content you can’t get elsewhere 
including 

• Over 200 live TV stations in English
• All  sports including Rugby & Cricket
• 14 news channels including i24 NEWS 

(Top English news network from Israel)

• Thousands of movies at your choice.

We also specialize in setting you up with 
internet.

• Don’t speak Hebrew? Not happy with your 
current service?

• Change to our service and we will do the 
talking for you.

Email midnightcable.tech@gmail.com
for fast service.

 

 

Tickets for the 20th Maccabiah Opening Ceremony (July 6th, 2017) are now 
available for sale! With transportation arranged from various locations, it is 
an opportunity you do not want to miss out on!
Get your tickets online today (180 NIS each @ Teddy Stadium): 
http://www.telfed.org.il/telfed_tickets

For questions, please contact Dana Ben Chail: volunteers@telfed.org.il

Telfed recently helped prepare Israeli teachers at the Beit 
Shemesh Pedagogic Centre on the culture and background 
of the Jewish community of South Africa as part of 
P2G (Partnership Together), that facilitates a twinning 
programme between schools in South Africa and Israel. 
Through enriching engagement, “the communities learn 

about each other’s sense of identity, develop an appreciation 
for diversity and explore ways of helping each other with 
challenges,” explained Telfed CEO, Dorron Kline, who 
attended the P2G annual convention in Israel in November, 
where lay leaders, Israel Centre staff and Shlichim from 
Cape Town and Johannesburg met their counterparts from 
Beit Shemesh and Mateh Yehudah.    
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 If you are making Aliyah in 2017, learn to speak Hebrew 
with confidence - for free! Working in cooperation with 
Telfed, Ulpan La-Inyan is now able to offer its professional 
courses to 2017 olim with full government reimbursement.  
For more information, go to http://ulpan.com/ulpan-la-
inyan-free/ or call +972-73-796-2228 

Their parents back home in South Africa, Australia and 
Holland could only smile with pride as Team Telfed was 
there for “our boys” meeting them prior to their enlistment 
to the IDF offering pizzas and refreshments, as well as 
backpacks filled with gifts and vouchers. “This will no doubt 
be an exciting adventure! We appreciate your dedication 
and remind you that Telfed is here for you – both during 
your journey and following,” said Telfed staff member Dana 
Ben Chail.

“Regaining confidence and trust in their abilities is a long 
journey and their determination and courage are nothing 
short of inspiring,” said Roy Scher, Chairman of Telfed’s 
Jerusalem Regional Committee at the Beit Halochem 
Center in Jerusalem. Telfed joined a ceremony where some 
100 scholarships were distributed to disabled Israeli Army 
veterans.  

In adhering to the motto, “Hope for the best but 
prepare for the worst,” Telfed organized a presentation 
by a representative of the Home Front Command on 
precautionary measures to take in the event of emergencies, 
such as “earthquakes and rocket fire”. “Oy vey!” reacted one 
senior new Oleh in Yiddish. He was nevertheless relieved 
to see “all this building reinforcement going on around the 
country”. To arrange a similar group address, contact Dana 
Ben Chail (volunteers@telfed.org.il)

Facing the Future: New recruits from SA, Oz and Holland

Trust in Telfed: Former Telfed Chairman, Dave Bloom with an IDF 
veteran

Calm before the Storm: Community members preparing themselves 
for possible emergency situations in Israel.
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Telfed CEO Dorron Kline emphasized the critical functions 
of Olim Associations in his address to the Parliamentary 
Aliyah and Klita (Immigration and Absorption) Committee 
following comments of MK Oded Forer, who noted the 
three main contributing factors to a successful Aliyah - 
language, employment and community. Dorron addressed 
all three issues advising how Telfed “facilitates ulpan 
studies, engages employment advisors, hosts career and 
networking seminars, runs a mentoring programme and 
maintains contact with the community through 24 regional 
committees manned by volunteers throughout the country.” 
The World Zionist Organization (WZO), who initiated 
the Knesset hearing, invited Telfed to explore further co-
operation in these areas.

On a crisp and balmy evening, Telfed building residents 
gathered at the communal garden on Schwartz Street in 
Ra’anana to plant a young peach tree to celebrate Tu B’shvat, 
with the assistance of many willing little hands, eager to get 
their fingers into the mud! Following the customary prayers, 
the group enjoyed a short quiz, with various fruits as prizes. 
The little ones shone with their knowledge and devoured 
their treats.

This January, Bnei Akiva graduates from South Africa 
and Australia celebrated 30 years since their gap year 
programme in Israel in 1986. Known as MTA – Midreshet 
Torah Ve’Avoda, the programme combines Yeshiva and 

Saplings Today, Trees Tomorrow: Kids giving Telfed CEO Dorron 
Kline a hand in planting  a peach tree on TuB’shvat.

Class of ’86. Thirty-year reunion of South African and Australian graduates on the MTA programme.
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Midrasha study with working the land at Moshav Massuot 
Yitzchak, near Ashkelon. All agreed it was “Great to get 
together” and exchange stories and noted with pride the 
contributions they have made in Israel.

“How To Plan Your Career In Israel” was the panel 
discussion Telfed’s Employment and Career Counselor 
Michal Merten co-chaired with MK Ksenia Svetlova and 
licensing expert Meir Lopatinsky at a multilingual job 
fair. Michal also appeared as a guest speaker at the ‘Tel 
Aviv Talks’, hosted by Jill Reinach, Director of Projects 
for English Speaking Olim, where she gave a presentation 
geared to the Israeli market on ‘How to write a winning 
CV”. Her presentation was followed by a Q & A session on 
how to jumpstart careers in Israel.

Aimed at helping new olim find their first job in Israel, 
Telfed’s Mentorship Programme was launched in late 
October 2016. “The way this programme works,” explains 
Telfed’s Employment and Career Counselor Michal Merten, 
“is that job seekers are matched with a mentor of the same 
profession or field, who helps them navigate the waters of the 
Israeli job market.”  The Mentors include olim vatikim from 
South Africa and Australia as well as tzabarim (including 
volunteers from Bezeq) “and some from all walks of life”, 
adds Dana Ben Chail, who together with Michal, developed 
the programme. Mentors are required to provide four hours 
a month “and the willingness to help someone in their Klita” 
says Michal. 
Dalia Cramer, a talented Interior Designer and a mentor to 
Candi spoke to Telfed Magazine.
What motivated you to become a mentor?
“My brother called me one day to tell me that Michal and 
Dana were looking for an Interior Designer to mentor a new 

Joffe Jankelowitz
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Olah. I immediately was wowed by the programme but was 
worried that it would be too much for me to take on, as I 
am both employed/self-employed with two small children 
under the age of three. After much consideration, I decided 
nonetheless to go ahead with it! I have moved around the 
world quite a bit over the past 20 years and have experienced 
personally many of the difficulties faced with landing in a 
new country, whilst being exposed to a new language and 
work culture. Knowing all of this only enforced my desire 
to assist a new Oleh and do my best to help with a smooth 

transition into the workforce and our field.”  
What were the key factors to your successful mentorship?
“We had an immediate bond allowing us to open up, feel 
comfortable and relate well. This enabled me to give advice 
and share my knowledge.  The level of trust allowed the 
connection to be so successful.”
What was your experience as Candi’s mentor?
“It was no less enriching for me. I have a new friend! She’s 
great. 
What advice would you give to prospective mentors?
Go for it!  You will gain so much from such a positive 
experience! 

The enthusiasm for the programme was reciprocal judging 
by Candi’s email: “Dear Michal, I am very happy to say that 
I have finally found a job in Interior Design. I would like to 
say thank you so much for allowing me to participate in 
Telfed’s Mentorship Programme. I am so lucky to have met 
Dalia. Without her guidance, support, positive attitude 
and kind heart, I would not have been able to progress far, 
as I have. She was amazing and not only was she a great 

mentor but today - a great friend. I am so grateful for all 
your help. I would recommend the Mentorship Programme 
to others. Hopefully they will be lucky enough to have a 
mentor as awesome as mine!  Thank you all for everything 
- will keep in touch. Warm Regards, Candi.” 
If you wish to join the mentorship programme either as a 
mentor or a mentee, please contact us and we will be happy 
to tell you more. 
Email: michal_olimjobs@telfed.org.il  Tel: 09 7907806

“There is a dramatic increase in young South Africans 
making Aliyah,” says Daniel Winer, Chairman of the Telfed 
Youth Committee. “While Olim are welcomed at the airport 
by Telfed, if they are young adults – religious and secular - we 
are immediately advised and a member of our committee 
will call and register them, and they will be invited to all 
events and activities. Life in Israel is exciting and we want 
to ensure they’re all doing well, finding their way into the 
system, integrating and having fun.”  The committee 
organizes a wide range of activities “from Shabbatons to 
pub crawls,” says Daniel. 
One of the main factors influencing the increase in Aliyah, 
says Daniel “is our success as Olim. As more and more over 
the past few years have been arriving, we have created a 
momentum, influencing others to follow. They hear where 

Le’Chaim! Telfed staff member Dana Ben Chail (right) with new Olim in JerusalemNice Work. Interior Designer Dalia 
mentoring job seekers.
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we are studying, working, serving in the army and the 
incredible social life in Israel - this whets their appetites. 
Aware there is a social infrastructure, they know they 
are joining a growing family of young South Africans and 
Australians. The only squabbles we may have between 
us and the Ozzies is when there are rugby matches… or 
cricket.”  Another “huge factor,” continues Daniel, “has also 
been the IDC Herzliya which is attracting more and more 
South Africans to study there in English. This is only going 
to increase with the chaos taking place at South Africa 
universities.” 

One new Olah that Daniel’s 
committee welcomed in 
February was Kelly Brook from 
Johannesburg who last year 
was Mazkira Klali (Secretary 
General) of Habonim Dror 
in South Africa. She joins 
her brother Josh, who made 
Aliyah a few years back and 
who is active with the Lone 
Soldiers’ centre in Jerusalem. 
Kelly has joined her youth 
movement garin in Haifa. “We 
are mostly Australians, North 
Americans, one Argentinian 
and me,” says Kelly. Apart from attending ulpan, Kelly will 
be the madricha for this year’s Habonim Shnat group from 
South Africa. Kelly foresees many more “of the chevra from 
South Africa” making Aliyah. “There has been a change in 
atmosphere in recent years in the Movement – a Zionist 
reinvigoration; we see this same development in Australian 
Habonim. Our garin is a product of this development in 
both countries”. With all these exciting developments, 
“We are ready and waiting,” says Telfed’s Youth Committee 
Chairman, Daniel.

It was a ‘Burgers & Beer’ night out on the town for 
thirteen new, young, South African and Australian olim 
to Jerusalem, organised in March by the Telfed Jerusalem 
Youth Committee. Many of the olim are currently in Ulpan 
Etzion. “It was great for the volunteers, Telfed staff and 
olim to connect and chill out,” says Committee member, 
Shiri Berzack. With it all happening in Jerusalem – it was a 
‘Capital Idea’!   

Wishing chag sameach 
to all our clients!

Project Management and 
Project & Property Development

All Smiles. Kelly Brook arrives on Aliyah.
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 Participating in the Telfed Jerusalem Committee and 
Zionist Council in Israel panel discussion - ‘Shifting 
Paradigms - Professionals in South Africa and Israel’ – was JP 
former Editor-in-Chief, Steve Linde, Professor of Psychiatry 
at T.A.U. Rael Strauss, Nurse and Midwife Pam Patz and 
Accountant and Asset manager, Philip Braude. Welcomed 
by Sonia Graham, National Anglo Coordinator for The 
Zionist Council in Israel, the discussion was moderated by 
Kol Israel broadcaster Rosalyn Gelcer.  At evenings end, 
Roy Scher was reelected as Telfed Jerusalem Committee 
Chairman.

‘Making your dreams come true’ and ‘Living as a 
Masterpiece’ were the subjects addressed in February 
by Bev Ehrlich, Liora Amitai and Avi Perez at a Telfed 
Jerusalem and World Mizrachi event. All who attended 
the ‘Ted-like’ talks received as a gift - a free trial coaching 
session. 

Anyone for Tea? Apparently quite a few, as “there has been 
an increase of new Southern African olim to Netanya,” says 
Telfed Regional Representative Charlotte Wiener.  “We 
are becoming a popular destination for those who enjoy 
living by the sea” - and what better way to welcome the 
newcomers than other over a ‘cuppa’.  

In December 2016, Telfed hosted the premier of the “Dance 
of the Butterfly” documentary in Israel. The film addresses 
the many and varied medical and alternative healing options 
for people with cancer and other debilitating illnesses.  It 
explored spiritual techniques such as meditation and yoga 
and spoke about diet and correct nutrition, as well as 
emphasizing personal choice and life style decisions. “The 
film left me with a lot to think about.  I was encouraged in 
my own struggles to escape from the confining aspects of 
my own illness. The evening was empowering, inspirational 
and spiritual, well worth seeing,” commented Regional 
Telfed Rishon Head Beryl Schmidt.     

Telfed Executive Council (Exco)  
 

The activities of Telfed (SAZF, Israel) are closely supervised and monitored by an Executive Council, 
comprised of local lay leaders representing the interests of the Southern African community in Israel.  
Six positions are open to eligible* members of the community, following a nomination process.  Final 

votes for the election will be held on at the Annual General Meeting.  

To know more about the nomination process for the Candidates and to access the nomination form, 
please visit: http://www.telfed.org.il/2017ExcoElections  

or contact : sharon@telfed.org.il 
 

The nominations will close at noon on Monday 29th May 2017 
 

(*Eligible persons are all Southern Africans who reside permanently in Israel and who were born in, or who had resided in South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Swaziland, Angola or Namibia for a period of not less than five years and their descendants who live in 

Israel.  Such persons shall be aged 18 years or more and registered with Telfed by ). 

 

Elections Notice  



 Southern Africans had an enriching connection to the 
destinations of Telfed’s tiyul in January to Ashdod and 
Ashkelon.  The group of 57 visited places of historical 
interest and heard about the connections to South 
African Jewry from Peter Bailey, David Zwebner, Raphi 
Bloch, Henry Lochoff, Ashkelon historian Dr. Gad Sobol, 
Professor Yitzhak Reiter and former Telfed Director 
Sid Shapiro. The highlight of the tiyul for Sid, “was the 
unveiling of the refurbished Afridar Square plaque”. The 
plaque was originally set on location in 1959 by the South 
African Ambassador Dr. P. Snideman, commemorating 
the opening of the Afridar neighborhood built for new 

South African Olim by South African engineers, with 
funding from South Africa. Gidon Katz unveiled the 
refurbished plaque, which was followed by addresses 
from Telfed CEO Dorron Kline and Chairman Maish 
Isaacson, ending with the singing of Hatikvah. Stops of 
interest along the way included the Philistine Cultural 
Museum, Ad Halom Bridge - marking the furthest point 
north that the attacking Egyptian Army was able to reach 
during the 1948 War of Independence - and the 1948 
War Memorials.

Telfed’s Tiyul Club headed south in February to the Israel 
Air Force Museum and Ben Gurion University.  On route on 
the bus, Peter Bailey, one of the tiyul organisers and Henry 
Lochoff, a registered Israeli Tour Guide, shared stories of 
places of interest to the 50 participants. “We were taken 
around the ‘Hatzerim’ Airforce Base, showed different 
types of aircraft, saw exhibits portraying the development 
of the IAF over the years and boarded the Boeing 747 
that was used in the Entebbe Raid,” said Peter. The tour 
included a historical IAF documentary from the War of 
Independence to the present day, including footage from 
the Entebbe rescue mission. 

Arranged by Herby Rosenberg and Kyra Wainstein of the 
South African Associates of BGU and Dana Chokroon of 
BGU’s Department of Public Affairs, “we had an incredible 
tour of the campus as well as hearing Professor Emeritus 
Rubin Yagil of the Veterinary Science Department on the 
subject of camel milk,” said Peter.  A former South African, 
Prof. Yagil revealed the health impact of camel milk notably 
with regard to Crohn’s Disease. Professor Steve Rosen, 
Vice President for External Affairs, gave an overview of BGU 
and the strong connection between the university and South 
Africa, largely thanks to Bertie (z’l) and Hilary Lubner.  A 
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The Plane Truth. Learning about the development of the IAF at Hatzerim 
Airforce Base

Sign of the Times. New Afridar Square plaque honouring the 
contribution of Southern Africans to the development of the city 
of Ashkelon.
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former Chairman of the South African Associates of Ben 
Gurion University, Bertie had been a fervent and dedicated 
supporter of the institution and was granted an Honorary 
Doctorate in recognition on his activities.
The group was introduced to two recipients of the Lubner 
Prize for Community Services - Nofar Peretz, a student 
with the Department of Nursing, and Tomer Levi, a student 
in the Department of Politics and Government. 

Arranged by Telfed’s Head of Volunteerism, Dana Ben 

Chail, Telfed visited the Galil in January to meet with 
local regional volunteers. At Kibbutz Yizreel they were 
welcomed by “a friendly reception committee” headed 
by Issy Levitan. Shimon Zelas took them on a tour of 
MAYTRONICS (an electronic swimming pool cleaner 
with water purification supplying approximately 45% 
of world market demand). They met renowned sculptor, 
Bernie Fink, whose work is displayed at Yad Vashem.  The 
trip concluded with a visit to Afula, where they met Oria 
Ashta, a young Ethiopian mother of two, who despite being 
blind, has competed in half-marathons! Oria works as a 
massage therapist and thanks to Issy Levitan’s voluntary 
help, she has enjoyed some significant improvements and 
renovations to her home.    
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 In May 1967, former Telfed Director Sidney Shapiro 
then a student at UCT, was National Vice-Chairman of 
SAUJS, Chairman of Student Jewish Association (SJA), Rag 
Convener, and a member of the SRC. He felt it was only 
natural that it fell on him to make the appeal on campus 
for volunteers. “We called a meeting during the day at the 
SJA centre in Mowbray, not expecting too many students to 
pitch during lecture time.” How wrong he was!
“The SJA hall was bursting at the seams with students piling 
into the garden and into the street. There I was, standing 
in front of these hundreds of students ready to read from 
a prepared speech, when I was suddenly caught up in the 
excitement and set aside my notes and spoke from the 
heart.” 
Sidney had reservations about volunteering as “I was in my 
final year and four months earlier had returned from a six-
week leadership course in Israel. However, I got caught up 
in my own words and volunteered.” 
The excitement peaked when “some of the students 
grabbed the podium, turned it on its head and the next 
thing, students began throwing money in it.”

Sidney, like many Jewish students throughout South Africa, 
would have good reason to be apprehensive – not only 
because of the impending danger in Israel, but “we had to 
break the news to our parents. I knew I would be flying out 
on the first plane available, which meant not completing 
my degree that year. As difficult as this was, I knew there 
was no way that I could not have volunteered. My parents 
understood.”

For former Telfed Chairman, “I was petrified of having to 
inform my accountancy firm of my decision to go,” recalls 
Solly Sacks, who was head of Bnei Akiva at the time, and 
would serve on the screening committee of his group. 
“People were shocked and tried to dissuade me,” but Solly 
would have none of that and by the time “I arrived at the 
third floor of the Fed building, it was crowded with hundreds 
of people. I was unable to get out of the elevator.”
Having ensured that most of his Bnei Akiva group 
were booked or already had left, “I managed to 
ensure that the remaining few of us got on that 
last flight.”
In June 1967, Lenny Sackstein of Hod HaSharon 
was a 21-year-old law student at Wits. “Studying 
was a serious business. You attended classes 
wearing a tie, submitted papers on time, and 
passed your exams or you were history.”
However, history was precisely what Lenny and 
his fellow volunteers were 

Day Two. Israeli armored units advancing 
on the 6th of June along the central sector in Sinai.

By David E. Kaplan
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about to make!
On Thursday, the 11th June, he presented 
himself to Professor Ellison Kahn, the dean of 
the Faculty to advise him he was off to Israel. 
“He looked at me straight in the eye and said, 
“Sackstein, if you do not present yourself at 
class on Monday, you will be removed from 
the course for the year.” Having discharged his 
duty as dean, Kahn then went on to say, “Well 
done Sackstein! Can I assist you in any way?” 
The Jewish community was united.”
Lenny arrived with his group to Kibbutz 
Shluchot in 40-degree heat – a far cry from 
Johannesburg’s crisp winter. The kibbutz 
representative welcoming them said, “Freirim; 
vot you come for? Ve have already von ze var.”
The 40-degree temperature “was nothing in 
comparison to my blood pressure.”

For Eric Rubin from Port Elizabeth who had 
been a student at Rhodes 
University in 1967 “it turned 
out to be a life-changing 
experience.” While he had 
been assured that he would 
resume his studies in July 
1968, it never happened. 
“After six months on kibbutz, 

I returned, and then having six months to kill, I took a job in 
Joburg and was sucked into the work environment.”
While regretting not completing his degree, Eric feels “I 
have more not to regret. It was one of the most amazing 
experiences of my life and yes, it did influence my own 
family, many years later, to make Aliyah.”
In May 1967, Eric was studying Social Science; in June, he 
was mixing grains for the chickens and cows. “It was so 
bloody hot that we stopped work at eight in the morning. 
Thereafter, we had Hebrew lessons in the air-raid shelter. 
It was the coolest place on the kibbutz – there was no air-
conditioning in those days.”

Amongst the first Southern Africans to settle in Eilat, were 
the late Pat and Cecil Slevin, when they moved there in 
1957. Here is an extract from a letter Pat wrote on the 26th 
May to her sister, Muriel Chesler (z’l):
“We have gummed strips of paper on the windows and have 
readied torches, candles and matches. A slit trench has 
been dug in front of our house and yesterday on Shabbat, 
Gil (her 14-year-old-son) and another smaller boy worked 
on deepening it and then filled sandbags and stacked them 
around the edges.”

Driving Force. Following the Six Day Way, volunteer and future Telfed Director, 
Sidney Shapiro (seated bottom right), returned to Cape Town to complete his degree  
and found himself in 1969, David Ben Gurion’s (centre) personal driver when Israel’s 
first Prime Minister visited in 1969.
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Raie Gurland and Doreen Lindenbluth are both today 
residents of Beth Protea. On the 28th May 1967, Raie, who 
for many years worked at Telfed, wrote to her family in 
Cape Town:
“Blankets, sheets, towels and hot water bottles were 
collected. No-one refuses. We all give and more. It’s like 
caring for a child in danger – Israel is our child and we 
want to protect her. How extraordinary to be in a country 
expecting war. The stillness and partially empty streets – 
its ominously frightening, and I often feel butterflies in my 
tummy, but then it passes.
“Journalists, like vultures are flocking in from the four 
corners of the earth with the prospect of disaster. The panic 
at the airport is over and most of the tourists have left….”
Barney (Raie’s late husband) had dug trenches with 
Michael, her son. Writes Raie: “No job is too menial or too 
small. Rabbis – with a special dispensation concerning the 
Sabbath – were digging trenches at the school yesterday, 
driving delivery trucks and writing out instructions – all on 
Shabbat!
“….I would not be anywhere else – as a Jewess, this is where 
I belong.”
On the 7th June, Doreen Lindenbluth, who came to Israel in 
1951 and offered her services as a social worker to the late 
Dr. Mary Gordon at a Ma’abara at Petach Tikva, wrote to 
her mother in Cape Town:

“My mother-in-law is staying with us and has been working 
like mad pasting black-out over all the windows. Up and 
down the ladder, even though she has a sore back. Now 
she wants to do voluntary work. I must confess that this 
morning, when the sirens sounded and my daughters were 
not at home, I got panicky.”

On the 9th June, Avril Shulman, a resident of Herzliya wrote 
to her parents in Cape town:
“I am so proud to be the wife of a sabra. In the last three 
weeks, I have lived a lifetime. Even as I write, I do not know 
where Amnon is or how he is. I hope and pray and wait.”
Avril had to wait until the 20th June when she again wrote 
to her parents:
“It was two o’clock in the morning and there was a knock 
at the front door. I jumped out of bed, daring to hope, and 
on opening the door, there stood a hunk of man dressed in 
an Israeli uniform with Egyptian boots, a Russian gun, and 
a South African tog bag, covered from head to foot in Sinai 
dust, but looking very familiar. The reunion is something I 
cannot describe.”

One of the many South Africans who fought in the Six Day 
War was the late David “Migdal” Teperson. No surprise 

Off to the Frontline. Local children and women waving to an Israeli army unit passing through a town on the 10 June 1967 on their way into 
action along the Syrian border.
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here – he held the exclusive honour in the IDF of having 
participated in every war from 1948 to Protective Edge - 
mostly in combat. It was only from the Second Lebanese 
War, he was no longer allowed in the frontline but could 
bring supplies by truck “to my boys.”
On the 15th of June 1967, “we were lined up under our 
camouflage nets, amongst the trees at the side of the road 
in company formation. We had orders not to move around 
too much so that we would not be spotted by the Egyptian 
air force. At daybreak, we saw our airplanes fly over us, 
flip their wings in salute, and continue towards the Sinai. 
Suddenly a dispatch rider on a motorbike came charging 
down between our columns shouting, “switch on your 
radios.” As soon as we did, we heard the password “red 
sheet” and the orders “move, move, move”! We launched 
our attack against the Egyptian forces in Sinai.”
Migdal’s division was ordered to break through a fortified 
stronghold at Rafiah, situated between the Gaza strip, Sinai 
and Israel. For Migdal, it felt like déjà vu. Following the War 
of Independence, the 1956 war and “now again in 1967 – this 
was the third time I was fighting in the same area.”
His division’s objective was to cut off El Arish. “We captured 
close to 800 Egyptian prisoners of war, who we kept in a 
temporary stockade. I had taken prisoners of war around 
the same position in 1948 as a corporal; in 1956 as a platoon 
commander, and now again, in 1967 as number 2 company 
commander.”
While waiting to move on, “we listened to a small battery 
radio. We heard the Egyptian news broadcasts in English 
and Hebrew. They were reporting on major battles being 
waged towards Tel Aviv, with hundreds of Israeli dead and 
prisoners of war taken. We were also listening to the Israeli 
news, on which we heard that east Jerusalem, and the 
Western Wall had been captured by our paratroopers. On 
hearing the news, the boys cried, especially the old soldiers 
who had fought in the 1948 war.”
Migdal would fight all the way to the Suez Canal and 
remained there after the ceasefire. “Being English speaking, 
whenever international newspaper reporters arrived, it was 
my duty to explain to them whatever was permitted about 
our lines and about the battle. I met many famous reporters 
and media people, for instance the photojournalists from 
Time-Life. My family from abroad would send me clippings 
from their local newspapers with articles in which I featured.”

Far from Migdal in the Sinai, was 31-year-old Ian Rogow 
fighting fiercely on the outskirts of Jerusalem. A resident 
today of north Tel Aviv, on the 19th June, Ian wrote to his 

List of countries from which volunteers came 
and their numbers as at the 5th July, 1967.

England, 1,295  Southern Africa, 861  France, 607
USA, 301  Belgium, 285  Argentinia, 277

Spain, Germany, Switzerland & Austria, 262
Canada, 236  Scandinavia, 135  Uruguay, 117

Australia, 111  Italy, 110  Holland, 90  Brazil, 68 Chile, 66 
 Venezuela, 55  Other Latin countries, 164

Total, 5,043

Rubble Rousers. A group of young foreign volunteers clearing 
rubble on Hebrew University on Mount Scopus in June 1967 

Towering Teperson. Having participated in all Israel’s wars, David 
“Migdal” Teperson visiting the sites of previous battles, including the 
Six Day War.
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family in Cape Town:
“On Monday, 5th June, my company was moved after dark 
to the front where kibbutz Ramat Rachel, east of Jerusalem, 
forks the border with Jerusalem. That night we took a 
terrible hammering, and the shells of heavy 120mm mortars 
and long-distance artillery beat down on us like hail storms.
It was a long night and the machine gun and rifle fire found 
only brief moments of respite during the dark hours.
“I shall carry with me to the end of my days, the memory 
of the long, drawn-out, sibilant whistle that so ominously 
precedes the explosion of a mortar shell. At first, you’re 
frightened as hell, and you strain to push your whole 
body into your steel helmet like a snail retreating into its 
protective shell as you dig into mother-earth tighter, and 
wish your trench was deeper, and you think of God and pray. 
But you have to fight back, and soon you condition yourself 
against hitting the dirt with every bone-chilling shriek of an 
incoming shell.”
By the time dawn broke, Ramat Rachel was safe and by 
nightfall, “we were in Bethlehem, white flags flying from 
the rooftops and the Royal Jordanian army not in sight. The 
next day we were in Hebron, and here too, the white flags 
fluttered prominently from every roof-top.”
The remaining danger, Ian writes were, “unseen snipers. We 
lost many a life to the bullet of a rifle fitted with a telescopic 
sight and triggered by a well concealed finger.”
Ian concludes this long letter of further wartime encounters 
through Gush Etzion with:
“Let our political successes match our military victory as 
some small compensation for the heavy price we paid – so 

as not to let down those who gave their lives for the gain we 
have made by the sword.”

In a follow up letter on the 9th June, Pat Slevin again writes 
to her sister Muriel:
“It seems it’s all over bar the jubilation and the heartache 
of the families who have lost loved ones, and the pain and 
suffering of the wounded.
“Who could have thought on Monday morning when the 
Egyptian tanks crossed the border, that on Friday morning 
I would be writing to you like this! Last night at 10 o’clock, 
we received the news of Egypt’s consent to a cease-fire; this 
morning at 7 o’clock Syria’s, and at 8 o’clock, the telegram 
from our Southern commander that our men were on the 
banks of the Suez Canal. I’m privileged to have been here 
and to have lived through this moment in Israel’s destiny.”

Victory in the Six Day War brought the reunification of 
Jerusalem. For one South African, Mendel Kaplan (z’l), 
who served as Chairman of the Jewish Agency (1987-
1995), wanted to celebrate this fruition by contributing to 
strengthening Jewish roots to the recaptured Old City.
In 1975 he had lunch with the mayor of Jerusalem, Teddy 
Kollek, which gave him much ”food” for thought. 
This meeting led to Mendel becoming an associate of the 
Jerusalem Foundation and following his inspiration, his 
family foundation supported several projects to get off the 
ground or literally in two cases – go underground.

Farewell to Arms. Ian Rogow says goodbye to 
wife Pearl and two young children as he goes off 
to war.

Back in Battle. Writing to his parents from the battlefield in June 1967 that he hoped this 
will be the last war, Ian Rogow (left) found himself on the bank of the Suez Canal during the 
1973 Yom Kippur War, where he is greeted here by the Mayor of Jerusalem, Teddy Kollek.
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The three projects in the reunited Jerusalem were: The City 
of David, the Western Wall Tunnels and the Old Yishuv 
Court Museum.
Back in the seventies “when few had even heard of the 
original capital of the Jewish People we began preparations 
here at the City of David,” explained Mendel on his 70th 
birthday, while acting as a guide through the City of David 
with the late Dr. Yigal Shiloh who carried out the early 
excavations. 
“It was here,” continued Mendel, “where we are now 

standing, where King David established his kingdom and 
he chose this sight, rather than the high ground where the 
Old City stands today, because beneath us lay the source 
of water.”  
While today, most tourists to Israel will take the tunnel 
tour next to the Western Wall, few would be aware that 
it was Mendel that sponsored Dr. Dan Bahat, the district 
archaeologist of Jerusalem for many years, to make a 
detailed plan of the Western Wall area.  “This was the first 
time that this had been done,” revealed Mendel. 
Wanting to educate people as to what Jewish life was like 
in the Old City before the exile in 1948, Mendel invested in 
the restoration of an ancient stone house located between 
the Armenian and the Jewish quarters of the Old City in Or 
Ha’Chaim Street. Today it is known as the Old Yishuv Court 
Museum and provides a window into Jewish life in the 
Old City in the 19th century, revealing how Jewish families 
communally lived together around a central courtyard. 
The museum opened on the 28th April 1976 by President 
Eprahim Katzir. Today, in the 21st century, Jewish life in the 
Old City is more vibrant than ever before in history.

Fifty years on from the Six Day War and the reunification of 
Jerusalem, the nation is strong. Israel is a vibrant democracy 
in a neighbourhood of autocracies. Its economy is booming 
and its universities are churning out graduates that will 
spearhead our small country into a big future.
While the history of this land may read like a chronicle of 
‘War Stories”, the Israel of 2017 is a ‘Success Story’ with 
Southern Africans in the vanguard.  

Men with a Mission. Mendel Kaplan (left), former Chairman of 
the BOG of the Jewish Agency with Jerusalem Mayor, Teddy Kollek 
visiting a renovated historical site in a reunited Jerusalem.

Breather between Battles. Israeli soldiers, boys and girls take time 
out in the Six Day War.

The Name of the Game. Whether on the battlefield or draughts 
board, strategy won the day.  
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Happy 50th wedding 
anniversary to Avron 
& Avrille Moss - Leon 

& Ann Moss, Riwa 
& Ron Lapid, Sandra 

Brown, Stanley & 
Elaine Finkelstein, 
Arthur & Vivien 

Wolman 

Happy 75th birthday 
to Eric Glick from 
- Loraine &  Mike 
Solomon, Isaac & 
Maureen Lipshitz, 
Barbara & Norman 

Emdin 

Keren Telfed & other funds
Please remember Keren Telfed when you are celebrating happy occasions, when you are 
invited to enjoy meals with friends, or to pay tribute to the memories of loved ones.  The 
Keren Telfed Fund was started over 30 years ago.  Donations are used to assist Southern 

Africans in Israel during times of individual or family need and are tax-deductible. All 
donations are acknowledged in the magazine as soon as possible after receipt thereof.  

Please contact the office to make your donation: 09-7907819 or donations@telfed.org.il

 
 
Donors 
Allan & Carol Feinblum 
Allan & Carol Feinblum 
Ann & Leon Moss 
Annette Gordon 
Barbara & Norman Emdin 
Basil & Zena Berelowitz 
Bebe Helen Feldman 
Bella Alswang 
Bernard & Shirley Suskin 
David & Hilary Zetler 
Delia & Cyril Malbin 
Denise & Harold Kalmin 
Elana & Samuel Sher 
Ernest & Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper 
Errol Sapire 
Fonda Dubb 
Fonda Dubb 
Franklin & Lucy Plein 
Gerald & Freda Wolman 
Gregory & Nellie Goodvach 
Helga & Solomon Gelgor 
Ida Suskin 
Ilana Dreyer 
Isaac & Maureen Lipshitz 
Jack & Janice Friedberg 
Joyce & Mervyn Lasovsky 
Judy Cohen 
Leon & Ann Moss 
Libby & Max Strous 
Loraine &  Mike Solomon 
Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson 
Marie & Hilton Tapnack 
Max & Libby Strous 
Mervyn & Desiree Galansky 
Mervyn & Joyce Lasovsky 
Mike & Ros Ayl 
Monty & Marlene Sacho 
Morris Galgut 
Myrna Kolevsohn
Pat & Cecil Breiter 

Honorees 
Robert & Dianne Feinblum - 50th wedding anniversary 
Mandy Herman - 90th birthday 
Ruben & Lily Katz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Bebe Feldman - Grandson Adir - Bar Mizvah 
Eric Glick - 75th birthday 
Ivan & Rene Perel - 50th wedding anniversary 
Franklin Plein - 70th birthday 
Gaby Haimovitz - 90th birthday 
Ian Waldbaum - 75th birthday 
Avi Mitrani - 70th birthday 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper - 80th birthday 
Neville Berman - 70th birthday 
Herman Hirschmann - Happy birthday 
Jos Joffe  - 80th birthday 
Adir Feldman - Bar Mizvah 
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
Estelle & David Taitz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Marcia Wayburne - 90th birthday 
Naomi Schmidt - Happy birthday 
Eric Glick - 75th birthday 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Marcia Wayburne - 90th birthday 
Annette Gordon - Grand-daughter’s Bat Mizvah 
Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary 
Eric Glick - 75th birthday 
Dorian Hatchuel - 60th birthday 
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary 
Ida Broll - 66th birthday 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Jos Joffe - 80th birthday 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary
Emily Hartsman - 95th birthday 

KEREN TELFED FUND (general assistance to the community as needed)
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Happy 60th wedding 
anniversary to Basil & 
Joyce Geller  from - 

Elana & Samuel Sher, 
Nathan & Shirley 

Kansky, Gregory & 
Nellie Goodvach, Rona 
Kruger, Sadie Symon 

HonoreesDonors
Phillip & Rochelle Levy 
Phyllis Collins 
Phyllis Collins 
Riwa & Ron Lapid 
Rochelle & Bokkie Zegal 
Rochelle, Phillip & all the Levy Family 
Rona Kruger 
Rona Kruger 
Ros & Yossie Gaitelband 
Rosalie Benson 
Rosalie Benson 
Rosalie Benson 
Sadie Symon 
Sandra Brown 
Selma & Lennie Cartoon 
Sharon & Julian Peerutin 
Sheila Swiel & family 
Sidney & Irit Kaplan 
Solly & Estelle Sher 
Stanley & Elaine Finkelstein 
Stuart & Lyn Zinn 
Sydney Joffe & Myra Levin 
Tal, Gili, Amit & Adi Rubin 
The Chikly family 
The Fabian Family in Israel & South Africa 

Becky Marock 
Leon & Mireille Favish 
Malcolm & Maureen Finn 
Becky Marock 
Vicky Scher
 

 
Alex & Ethne Tolkin
Beatrice Perling 
Beatrice Perling 
Brenda Kaplan 
Eddie & Natalie Shapiro 
Ruth & Yossi Mor 

Phyllis Sachar - 97th birthday 
Joyce Lasovsky - Happy birthday 
Marcia Wayburne - 90th birthday 
Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
Ivan & Rene Perel - 50th wedding anniversary 
Neville Berman - 70th birthday 
Leah Hyman - 90th birthday 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
Anne Wolff - 95th birthday 
Samantha Benson - 50th birthday 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Leslie & Julia Benson - 25th wedding anniversary 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
Neville Berman - 70th birthday 
Lauren Kessel - 40th birthday 
Leah Hyman - Special birthday 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Shai, Caron & Ido - Shai’s Bat Mizvah 
Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
Joyce Katz - birthday 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Gaby Haimovitz - 90th birthday 
Jill Kussel - 70th birthday 
Jeff Fabian - 88th birthday 

 
Bella Bergman - 90th birthday 
Franklin Plein - 70th birthday 
Jos Joffe - 80th birthday 
Steve & Thelma Miller - 50th wedding anniversary 
Julie Hadar - 80th birthday 
 

Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper - 80th birthday
Brad & Alison Perling - Mazal Tov for the birth of their son 
Elizabeth Schneider Kuper - Special birthday 
In loving memory of Theo Kaplan 
In loving memory of father Myer Jacob Shapiro 
In loving memory of Walter Katz 

Happy 90th birthday to - Gaby Haimovitz, Marcia Wayburne, Leah Hyman, Bella Bergman, Hymie Malbin and Gesmond Birkhahn.  

HELPING HAND (for the elderly, families at risk, single parents & families with special needs)

LONE SOLDIERS FUND (to assist Southern African & Australian lone soldiers) 
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Happy 80th birthday 
to Charles Berelowitz 
from - Delia & Cyril 

Malbin , Jack & Janice 
Friedberg, Mervyn 

& Desiree Galansky, 
Ethlee & Leslie 

Dembo, Sidney & Irit 
Kaplan

WOOLF RAKIN MEMORIAL BURSARY 
FUND (supported by Rakin family and 

friends) Renee Rakin - Honouring friends 
and family, Jonathan Penkin - 80th birthday, 
Hayley Schonland - Congratulations on her 

marriage to Natan 

Happy 60th birthday 
to Dorian Hatchuel  

from - Maish & 
Jocelyn Isaacson, 

Debbie  Chitiz,  
Debbie Katzav,  Gerald 

& Freda Wolman  

Alan & Rita Liferow 
Andrea Armist, Jodi, Oren & Omer 
Arnold & Peggy Friedman 
Brenda Kaplan 
Eddie & Natalie Shapiro 
Eleanor, Kevin, Shayne, Mic Mann & Families 
Glenda Leigh 
Golda Rosen 
Jack & Sarah Goodman 
Jeannette & Marke Markovitz 
Jonathan & Revital Lessick 
Moritz & Leah Kleinman 
Rhona & Morris Strauss 
Rhona & Morris Strauss 
Ronit Boyd 
Rose Lurie 
Ruth & Yossi Mor 
Sonia Levy
 

 
 
Alan & Rita Liferow 
Annette Milliner-Giladi & Jillian Milliner 
Freda Essakow & family & Dan Sharon  
Ivor & Roni Wolf 
Renee Griller 

Renee Griller & the Sharon Family 

Sidney & Michele Shapiro 

 
Ilana Dreyer 
Ilana Dreyer 

 
 

HonoreesDonors

SUSAN SHARON LONE SOLDIER PROJECT 
(to assist lone soldiers upon completion of their army service, as they settle in to civilian life in Israel)

CARING FOR THE ELDERLY - JOINT KEREN TELFED/BETH PROTEA FUND 

BURSARY FUND FOR SOLDIERS

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

In loving memory of Meyer & Grace Liferow 
In loving memory of her in laws - Ben & Judy Armist 
In loving memory of Neil Freed & David Silbowitz 
In loving memory of Theo Kaplan 
In loving memory of father Myer Jacob Shapiro 
In loving Memory of beloved brother Jack Mann 
In loving memory Roy & Gladys Gerstle 
In loving memory of Ronnie Rosen 
In loving memory of Fay Cohen 
In loving memory & in appreciation of Susan Sharon 
In memory of beloved dear mother Claire Lessick 
In loving Memory of Gerald Kleinman 
In loving memory of Lesley Deborah Waks 
In loving memory of Melville & Goldie Levin 
In loving memory of Naomi Schroder 
In loving memory of beloved daughter Melanie Aronowich 
In loving memory of Walter Katz 
In loving memory of Fred Levy

 
 
 
In loving memory of Meyer & Grace Liferow 
Hymie Malbin - 90th birthday 
In loving memory of Susan Sharon 
Judy Eliasov - Special birthday 
Annette Milliner-Giladi - Congratulations on 
the outstanding award 
In beloved memory of Susan Sharon on the occasion 
of her birthday 
In loving memory of Susan Sharon 
 

 
In loving memory of David Schmidt, grandparents aunts & uncles
In loving memory of David Schmidt 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Happy 60th wedding 
anniversary to Neil 
& Barbara Schwartz  

from - Denise & 
Harold Kalmin, Mike 

& Ros Ayl,  Morris 
Galgut, Rosalie 

Benson, Sydney Joffe 
& Myra Levin 

Janice Shrier 

 
Debbie Chitiz 
Debbie Katzav 
Gerald & Freda Wolman 
 

Margaret Borok 
 

 
 

Arthur & Vivien Wolman 
Arthur & Vivien Wolman 
Arthur & Vivien Wolman 
Jackie & Davina Shmueli 

Nathan & Shirley Kansky 

 

Diane & Harry Shaer 
Eddie & Natalie Shapiro 
Ethlee & Leslie Dembo 
Yair & Tessa Chelouche 

 
Renee Rakin 
Renee Rakin 

 

The Participants in the 70th Reunion Cruise

HonoreesDonors

KEREN ALIZA  

ISAAC OCHBERG MEMORIAL FUND 

MARILYN CHAZAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

MAURICE OSTROFF MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND 

MAYER PINCUS BAREL FUND 

SAM LEVIN BURSARY FUND 

SURF FUND (Special Urgent Relief Fund) 

PRAS SCHOLARSHIPS 

WOOLF RAKIN MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND (supported by Rakin family & friends)

TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community Initiative) 

DENTAL EMERGENCY FUND 

In honour & in appreciation of Bennie Penzick 

 
Dorian Hatchuel - 60th birthday 
Dorian Hatchuel - 60th birthday 
Dorian Hatchuel - 60th birthday 
 
 

In honour & in appreciation of Dave Kaplan 
 
 

Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
In appreciation & sincerest thanks to Ari Goldsmith 
Elizabeth Schneider Kuper - 80th birthday 
Congratulations to Yaara & Omri on the birth of son 
Adam & brother Yahli’s 2nd birthday 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
 

Gesmond Birkhahn - 90th birthday 
In loving memory of father Myer Jacob Shapiro 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Eli & Leah Freund - 60th birthdays 
 

 
Jonathan Penkin - 80th birthday 
Hayley Schonland - Congratulations on the marrigae to Natan 
 
 

 

 
In honour of the reunion event

.......

.......

.......

.......

.......

.......

.......

.......

.......

.......

....... 

.......

.......

.......

.......

.......

.......

Happy Special 
birthday to Elizabeth 

Schneider Kuper 
from - Arthur & Vivien 
Wolman and Beatrice 

Perling, Ernest & 
Elizabeth Schneider-
Kuper, Alex & Ethne 

Tolkin 

Happy 25th wedding 
anniversary to Barbara 

& Norman Emdin 
from - Gerald & Freda 
Wolman, Libby & Max 
Strous, Marie & Hilton 

Tapnack , Monty 
& Marlene Sacho, 
Myrna Kolevsohn
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If the interwar years in South Africa were a 
“tumultuous time” particularly with the worldwide 
economic slump giving rise to large numbers of 
‘poor whites’, then for Jews - suffering its odious 
effects with the growth of militant Afrikaner 
nationalism modeling itself on Nazi Germany – 
it was a tempestuous time and hence the title of 
Prof. Milton Shain’s latest book:
‘A Perfect Storm’ – Anti-Semitism in South 
Africa 1930-1948.

 A leading scholar on the history of South Africa’s 
Jewish community, Shain exposes the explosion of anti-
Semitism in South Africa during the period 1930-1948, 
carefully documenting the rise of the “Jewish Question”. 
He reveals how the radical right’s malevolent message 
took centre stage in political life; how demagoguery found 
traction amongst the white population and how vulgar anti-
Semitism seeped into mainstream politics.
The book introduces the reader to 
the bedrock of this toxic landscape 
by opening with two quotes from Dr. 
D.F.Malan, who would emerge Prime 
Minister in 1948, leading his Nationalist 
Party to power. A decade earlier, as 
Leader of the Opposition, he embraced 
a collective national antipathy towards 
the country’s Jewish citizens:
 “South Africa has a Jewish problem, 

and we cannot deal with it effectively 
unless we name it specifically, and face 
it squarely.” (Address to the House of 
Assembly, 12 January 1937) and

 “If the Jew in South Africa gets more 
power than he now has and becomes 
more powerful economically, then I 
ask, what future is there for the rest of 
the people in South Africa.” (Sunday Times, 31 October 
1937)

Dr. Malan’s animus towards Jews was already in evidence 
in 1931. In November that year, as Minister of the Interior in 
General Herzog’s National Party government, he told Die 
Burger that “it is very easy to rouse a feeling of hate towards 
the Jews in this country.” The ground was fertile, and the 
Nationalists nurtured it. This was the period characterised 
globally by ‘The Great Depression’ - however for the 
Jewish community in South Africa, the word “depression” 

extended beyond the economic to anxiety over its future 
as evident in this 31 May report in the South African Jewish 
Chronicle that “there has risen an anti-Jewish feeling that 
was unknown, or at any rate, unnoticed before.” 
How different were the sentiments categorising a “Jewish 
Problem” in South Africa from what was being espoused by 
the Nazis in Germany?
Like the blasting foghorn from Green Point’s lighthouse - a 
short distance from the parliament - Malan’s speeches in its 
House of Assembly sounded no less an ominous warning. 
To understand how this “storm” struck landfall, the author 
poses the questions:
 “Why was a demagogic, simplistic and vulgar message 

able to gain such traction?” 
 “Why did the National Party – and especially Malan, a 

man with only a hint of animus towards Jews prior to 
1930 – mimic the discourse of the radical right, and 
why was the ‘Jewish Question’ such a useful vehicle for 
political mobilisation?” 

 “What induced the United Party (strongly 
supported by Jews) to succumb to pressure 
from the National Party and the radical right 
and introduce legislation that halted the influx 
of Jewish refugees?”

 “What was the reason to continue 
targeting Jews, long after this legislation, 
with added calls to limit their involvement in 
commerce and the professions?” 

 “Finally, why was European fascism with 
its exclusive orientation in which the Jew 
had no place, so seductive?”

Shain engages all these questions as he 
tracks chronologically the growth of anti-
Semitism in the 1930s and 1940s and 
counters the historian Dunbar Moodie’s 
assertion that anti-Semitism in the 1938 

general election was a “muted theme”. On the contrary, 
Prof. Shain argues that “Jew-hatred was not a marginal 
factor in South African public life during these troubling 
years,” and in fact “had demonstrable appeal”.
The obsession with Jews - fueled by the fear of economic 
competition - underpinned the Immigration Quota Act 
of 1930, which effectively curtailed the influx of eastern 
European Jewry. Every nation has the right to “maintain 
its own particular type of civilisation,” said Dr. Malan and 
author of the bill to an approving parliament in defence of the 
act. Tellingly, English-speakers supported the legislation, as 
revealed by historian Sally Peberdy writing that Jews were 
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simply “the wrong type of immigrant because although 
white, they were the wrong race.”
In defence of his bill before a crowded chamber, Dr. Malan 
explained its aim in stemming the “increasing stream of 
alien immigration, mainly from Lithuania, Poland, Latvia and 
Russia”, in other words - Jews! 
“These immigrants”, he said “are unproductive” and 
expressed alarm at the decrease in the stream of Nordic 
immigration. 

Whereas prior to the quota act, anti-Jewish antipathy had 
mainly been expressed “at the level of ideas,” in the 1930 and 
1940s “it mutated into public policy.” Major political parties 
exploited this trend as “private anti-Semitism” morphed 
into “public anti-Semitism” as anti-Semitic rhetoric of the 
earlier years was “injected into the bloodstream of South 
Africa’s body politic.” It was, in the words of the author, “a 
perfect storm”.
Nothing captures the mood and tempo of these climatic 
times of transition than the direct quotations selected by 
Prof. Shain.
How chilling are the 
words of Louis T. 
Weichardt (1894-
1985) who founded the 
Greyshirts, modelled on 
Nazi Germany’s brown-
shirted Sturmabteilung. 
He would, after 
the war, become a 
senator for Natal in Dr. 
Malan’s National Party 
government, but back on 
October the 26,1933 he 
had this to say: 
“…if a Jew does not want 
to be put in his place, we 
shall put him there. What 
objection can the Chosen 
Race have if I recommend 
a policy by which they would be happily settled in their own 
country? What, I ask you, is wrong in that we want to assist 
them in that direction?”

However, for me, the most disturbing verbiage came from 
a horticulturist and the leader of the Natal Greyshirts Ray 
(RK) Rudman, who in Newcastle on the 17th June, 1934 
addressed an audience with the following:

 “While we are squabbling, Ikey is rubbing his dirty greasy 
hands, and we are paying the price in blood and tears…Every 
Jew is a skunk. There is not a single good Jew. They are all 
evil and filthy. Every mother must warn her sons of the fate 
with which is by his hands of Zion and send her husband and 
sons out to fight this evil. I urge you, Comrades, forget your 
animosity, and British, Boer and German, come out together 
as one man and fight Judaism until we have strangled the 
snake and it lies dead at our feet. This is a religious fight. The 
fight for Christianity.”
Rudman followed up telling a largely farming audience of 
about 300 (estimated at 40% German, 40% English and 
20% Afrikaans) at Dalton, a village near Pietermaritzburg, 
that Jews “had their poison fangs” into South Africa. The 
audience sat spellbound listening how Jews intended to 
“conquer the world with their slyness of the snake, whose 
head is represented by the Chief Jews and the body of the 
snake the Jewish people themselves… Their women assist 
them and are the surest spreaders of licentiousness into the 
lives of leading men of every country.”
Rudman claimed that Jews crept into the “highest positions 
in the land” and that “their breath taints and degrades every 
profession”. 
Sound familiar?

Although South Africa’s Jews were a continent apart from 
the ‘Tsunami’ that bloodied the landscape of Europe, as I 
turned the final page of ‘The Perfect Storm’, it invited the 
question: 
What page would have been turned in the history of South 
African Jewry had the Nazis not lost the war, for in the same 
year that the state of Israel was declared in 1948, those 
same racist rogues came to power in South Africa?   

From Germany with Hate. A South African cartoon advocating 
the extermination of its Jewish community, which is depicted as an 
octopus with its tentacles controlling all the major components of the 
country’s economy. (Courtesy SAJBOD)

Poster Boy Nazi. Louis Weichardt, 
founded the SA National Socialist 
organisation known as the 
Greyshirts. Interned during WWII, 
he would in the fifties serve as a 
provincial senator in Natal.
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Lady Macbeth’s lament “Out, damn'd spot! out, I say!” 
came to mind during the riveting discussion following 
Michal Hatual Radoshitzky’s presentation on her research 
on “The Connection of Apartheid to Israel in International 
Discourse.”
Clearly, the level of passion expressed at the Truth be Told 
(TbT) event held in January at Beth Protea, reflected how 
personal its impact is felt by South Africans in Israel. 
This was so poignantly and poetically portrayed by one 
former South African participant, Gail Lustig and Chairman 
of Beth Protea, who remarked that Apartheid - despite its 
unfair comparison with Israel - “somehow follows me like 
a shadow.” 
In fact, it was “something personal” that inspired this young 
political scientist to choose this research for her PhD.  Today, 

Michal is a Neubauer Research Associate at the Institute 
for National Security Studies (INSS) and Post-Doctoral 
Research Fellow at the University of Haifa.
After matriculating at King David School in Johannesburg, 
Michal made Aliyah, served in the IDF, and after her BA, 
immersed herself in the 2003 Geneva Initiative aimed at 
arriving at a permanent status agreement to end the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.
Meeting diplomats, traveling around the world, and 
addressing audiences, “whenever they heard my South 
African accent, they made a connection and asked me about 
Apartheid in Israel - as if the association was a given!” 
Overwhelmed by this constant accusatory barrage, she 
decided to “one day,” academically explore how Israel 
arrived at this globally contrived pariah status. The “one 
day” arrived after “I gave birth to my twin boys in 2012” 
and enrolled for a PhD at Haifa University. “I wanted to 
understand what was common to both conflicts on a 

subject that was so under-researched.”
She devised a model and tested it on three other conflicts of 
self-determination - the Kurds from Turkey, the Chechens 
from Russia and the Northern Irish from Great Britain. Her 
model produced four variables that needed to converge for 
a state to be stigmatized internationally as an Apartheid 
state.

And while the discussion traversed from why “Israel 
should be a light unto the nations” to “Israel is not obliged 
to commit national suicide for the sake of international 
opinion”, the aim of the presentation was less to delve into 
the complexity of the subject but to understand how the 
comparison is cunningly contrived and presented to a world 
audience. Michal produced statistics showing over the last 

fifteen years since the infamous 2001 World Conference 
against Racism Conference in Durban, how Israel has 
been stigmatized out of all proportion - in the international 
media; resolutions and statements at the UN, and global 
diplomatic discourse. The results are frightening!
The meeting proved instructive in equipping those in an 
enduring battle that is only going to intensify. 
Taking pride in Israel’s liberal policies, particularly in 
comparison to those of its non-democratic neighbors far 
more deserving of the Apartheid appellation than Israel, 
the core concern was: How does TbT and its colleagues, 
grapple with the international discourse that questions 
Israel’s democratic character?
As one participant remarked: “The track ahead is far; the 
journey will be long.”
“Stock up!” quipped another. 
Not sure if the reference was for food or liquor!   

Hard Times. Challenging the Apartheid comparison with Israel are (l-r) Rusty Rostowsky, 
Hertzel Katz, Michal Radoshitzky, Linda Barron, Harris Green, Rolene Marks and Dov Randel.

Researcher Michal Radoshitzky

By David E. Kaplan
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There is nothing ordinary about Beth Protea resident Judy 
Bernstein. However, what is even more extraordinary about 
this London-born former South African when she stepped 
onto the stage in Jerusalem for ‘The Next Star’ (HaKohav 
HaBah) was that she was already ‘a star’ – from seventy 
years ago!
“What am I doing here surrounded by all these young 
people?” she thought as she took to the stage in Jerusalem 
this past January to sing Frank Sinatra’s “My Way”. She was 
competing for a place to represent Israel at the Eurovision 
in Kiev.
It was not going all Judy’s “way”, as “My Way” would not 
have been either her first “nor even my last” choice. 
“At 89 years of age, I am expected to sing “And now, the 
end is near, and so I face my final curtain”. C’mon man!” she 

says laughing, “gimme a break!”
Although it went off well, why had Judy not gone with her 
own choice?
“Because I had no choice.” 
Judy wanted to sing the Cole Porter classic I get a Kick Out 
of You but when the director asked, “Who is Cole Porter?” 
she could just have easily ‘got a kick’ of kicking him off the 
stage!”
Anyway, on the big night and looking at her fan club sitting 
in the front row - friends including Beth Protea director Lynn 
Lochoff - Judy sang the Ol’ Blue Eye’s favourite and although 
she qualified for the next round, she declined to continue. 
She had achieved what few stars had before her - not even 
Frank Sinatra - singing on stage at 89 years of age!

It all started during ‘The Blitz’ in London.  Judy joined the 

children being evacuated from the city but when her mother 
heard that “I was eating treif, she thought I was ‘safer’ in 
the blitz and sent my brother to bring me back to London. 
However, no schools were functioning because there were 
no children; only a solitary theatre school, and that is where 
I went and received my training.”
In the post-war years, under her maiden surname Layne, 
Judy performed across the globe - her native England, 
Europe, Iceland, Australia, the USA and South Africa, where 
she was invited in 1961 to perform as Nancy in the musical 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ ‘Oliver’. 

A big hit, she went on to perform throughout South Africa, 
sharing the bill with such celebrities at the time as Jim 
Reeves in 1963 as well as appearing at top venues such as 

The Beachcomber at the new Beach Hotel in Durban.
However, it was not only theatrical agents who had their 
eyes on Judy, also Jewish mothers!
One such was Mrs. Bernstein from Pretoria who, following 
a blind date with her son, “decided I was the one, and did 
everything to hitch us.” 
She succeeded - and this was despite a “disastrous” first 
date. “Norman pitched up in an old car, smelling as if he had 
just come from a farm - which he had!”
Married life did not remove her from the limelight, and after 
years of performing, she  go on to produce and direct. It has 
been a life filled with music and even though approaching 
ninety, she continues to entertain her fellow residents at 
Beth Protea.
Her apartment looks like a studio’s office with giant 
photographs, newspaper cuttings, and album cover posters 
of a young elegant Judy Layne in her heyday. 
At 89, Judy is still making “hey”!   

Early Days. A young Judy Layne in 
London.

Still a Star. Waiting the public’s vote on 
HaKohav HaBah (‘The Next Star’)

Her Way. Judy singing Sinatra’s ‘My Way’
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 One of the more bizarre revelations by renowned Israeli 
philatelist Lawrence Fisher during his presentation of “My 
World of Stamp Collecting’ at Beth Protea in February, was 
“some country introducing a pleasant taste to the glue of 
the stamp.” 
How considerate! 
Far less considerate is the damage done to Israel’s image by 
Arab counties – and contrary to international protocols of 
postage – to use stamps to denigrate Israel.
Following an introduction by Israel Philatelic Commissioner 
Dr. Les Glasman, his esteemed colleague, a software 
programmer by profession, gave a riveting presentation on 
his journey from “schoolboy stamp-collector” to overseas 
exhibitor and judge.

Fascinating for Lawrence, has been viewing the Arab-Israeli 

conflict through the prism of stamps!
In the protocols of the Universal Postal Union (UPS), to 
which all stamp-issuing entities are signatories, it is stated 
that postal administrations, in choosing themes for their 
issues of postal stamps, should “make every attempt to 
avoid topics or design of an offensive nature in respect of a 
person or a country.”
Contrary to this directive, there are countries that willfully 
use stamps as a political tool – most notably Arab countries, 
and their target –  the Jewish state. Their manipulation of 
the truth knows no bounds! 

During the eight-year Iran-Iraq War of the 1980s, an Iranian 
stamp commemorating a devastating attack on an Iranian 
school by Iraq, read: “The tragic bombardment of schools 
by the Zionist regime of Iraq”. One wonders how this went 
down with the ‘Butcher of Bagdad’! 
No doubt Saddam Hussein’s response was more lethal than 
a ‘sweet tasting’ stamp!
One of the most damaging and widely circulated stamps 
was the one of the 12-year-old boy, Mohammed el Durra, 
tragically caught in the crossfire between Israeli forces and 
Palestinian gunmen during the Second Intifada. While it 

Stamp Out Hatred. The political dimensions to stamps by Lawrence 
Fisher (left) and Dr. Les Glassman 

Vile goes Viral. One of the many stamps from Arab countries that 
falsely depicted a young Palestinian boy, Mohamad Al Dura, killed by 
Israeli forces during the Second Intifada.  

Spewing Venom. A Libyan stamp that reads “No Peace With Aggressors”.
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has been established that it was most likely not an Israeli 
bullet that killed Mohammad, the damage was done. 
Contributing to that ‘damage’ was the role of Nabil Sha’ath, 
the Palestinian Minister of Planning and a stamp collector 
himself, appealing to the Arab nations to issue stamps to 
commemorate the “murder”. Many Arab nations issued 
stamps, displaying the same picture that appeared in 
newspapers around the world.
The ‘Stamp War’ has been going on a long time. Lawrence 
shows a 1964 Jordanian stamp commemorating the 
establishment of the PLO at the Arab summit of that 
year with a map of Jordan stretching all the way to the 
Mediterranean Sea. Israel does not exist! 
Such hope persists amongst Israel’s neighbours.

In thanking Lawrence, Les, representing the Wits Alumni of 
Israel, related positive engagements with Arabs in the stamp 
world. One of the most emotive was when he represented 
Israel as a commissioner and exhibitor at the 2012 World 

Stamp Championship, Exhibition and Conference in 
Indonesia, the most populous Muslim country on earth 
- over 250 million - and which has no formal diplomatic 
relations with Israel. 
After handing out to all the officials, envelopes prepared 
by the Israel Philatelic Federation, nothing gave Les more 
joy then to hand over what was left, to a group of excited, 
smiling Indonesian school children. “The joy on their faces 
is something I will never forget.”
With the Israeli flag routinely set ablaze at demonstrations 
throughout the world, “Here were Muslim kids happily 
snapping up these Israeli first-day covers.” 
It only goes to show that stamp-collectors, like the stamps 
they covet, can cross not only physical borders but imaginary 
boundaries.
“Most Indonesians had never met an Israeli before let alone 
someone wearing a yarmulke,” said Les, “and while there 
were so many participants wearing ethnic headwear, we all 
looked beyond the apparel to the people within.” 
Maybe it takes a stamp collector to help stamp out 
prejudice?   

‘Stamping Out’ Judaism. A Yemen stamp depicting 
the “sacrifice of Abraham” as an exclusive Muslim 
event.

Dripping in Blood. A 2001 Oman stamp depicting 
Palestinian boy as ‘David’ about to sling a stone at the 
‘Goliath’ Israeli tank.

At Our Throats. A dagger in the 
heart of Israel in this Jordanian 
stamp.

Telephones (direct)
•

050-5308104
•

(09)7715556
•

(09)7749016

24-hour 
express 
serviceAmnon Plumber

• Expert in locating  and repairing  leaks

• Bathroom renovations

• Installation  of  hot  water  boiler  systems and geysers

• Agreements with  all  insurance companies
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 “It was fascinating hearing about his relationship with 
Mandela,” said Telfed Media Chairwoman Rolene Marks 
following her interview of Jewish Agency chairman, Natan 
Sharansky for the WIZO 
televised series - Talking 
Tachlis.  Rolene who is World 
WIZO executive member in 
charge of Public Diplomacy 
was joined by Prof. Rivka 
Lazovsky, Chairperson of 
World WIZO.
“Following a moving account 
of his harrowing life as a 
‘Refusenick’ in the USSR, 
Sharansky addressed the 
global scourge of rising 
anti-Semitism around the 
world, viewing it through 
as he calls it, “My 3-D 
lens - Delegitimization, 
Demonisation and Double 
standards”. His stressed 
his concern for what was 
happening at university campuses across the globe, but 
most notably in the USA.”
Most moving to hear “was of his long-standing friendship 
with Nelson Mandela who personally invited him to 
visit South Africa as an observer of that country’s first 

democratic election in 1994.” This got Rolene thinking 
that “if the two most iconic human beings - one fighting 
Apartheid, the other fighting anti-Zionism - were friends, 

how could Zionism ever be 
equated with racism!”  
The two former political 
prisoners first came face to 
face at the Biltmore Hotel 
in Los Angeles on June 29, 
1990. 
The over 6-foot tall Nelson 
Mandela - released only four 
months earlier after 27 years 
in South African prisons - 
stood next to the diminutive 
Natan Sharansky, while a 
battery of photographers 
tried desperately to get the 
two men’s faces into the 
same close-up frame. A tall 
order!
During the brief photo 
session, Mandela jokingly 

apologised for having to look down on his short friend to 
which Sharansky responded that thanks to his diminutive 
stature, he could wrap the oversized prison clothes around 
his body during the cold Russian winters.
“Where I was, it was very hot,” was Mandela’s comeback.   

State of World Jewry. Once the most famous “Rufesenik”, JAFI 
Chairman, Natan Sharansky being interviewed by Rolene Marks 
(left) with Prof. Rivka Lazovsky, Chairperson of World WIZO.
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ADV. SHARON ARANYA KATZ BA.LLB

HERTZEL 0502 501928 | www.katzlawyers.co.il

42 Bialik Blvd. Ramat Hasharon
OFFICE: 03 5496475  | FAX: 03 5496147
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Arnold, youngest son of Harold and Hilary Starkowitz 
of Netanya  (formally of Pietersburg), married Moran, 
daughter of Israel and Tzipi Rozen of Ra’anana.

Yael, daughter of Marlene and Colin Shifrin of Kfar Saba, 
married Tal, son of Miriam and Shalom Hamri of Rosh 
Ha’Ayin.

Yaniv, son of Nadine and Stephen Kalmek of Kfar Saba, 
married Rinat, daughter of Ina and Eli Pekel of Kfar Saba.

Brannon, son of Jonathan and Lara Flink of Kfar Yona, 
married Ella, daughter of Samual and Bella Yacobov of 
Netanya. 

Miri, daughter of Alan and Beverley Polatinsky of Ra’anana, 
married Ran, son of Hezi and  Zehava Levy of Rishon Lezion.

Dani, son of Colin and Dawn Lotzof of Kibbutz Tzora, 
married Nitzan, daughter of Shai and Idit Kibitsky of Zichron 
Yaakov. 
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Telfed Chairman Maish 
Isaacson, members 
of the Directorate, 

Executive Council and all 
Staff express heartfelt 

condolences to families 
whose loved ones have 
passed away in recent 

months.

Aliza Robins (Herzliya)
Brian Shull (Ra’anana)
Dr. Theo Kaplan (Haifa)
Eliot Osrin (Cape Town)
Herman Hirschmann (Kiryat Ono)
Joan Weinstein (Netanya)
Laurie Sagiv (Rehovot) 
Louis Hare (Herzliya)
Minnie Zets (Herzliya)
Miriam Platzky (Jerusalem)
Molly Rabkin (Herzliya)
Morris (Gen) Franco (Ra’anana)

 It was was with enormous and heartfelt sadness that we 
learned of the recent passing of Eliot Osrin in Cape Town 
at the age of 84.  He was a mainstay and strong pillar of 
the Cape Town Jewish Community spending nearly 60 
years with the support of his wife Myra building up and 
supporting several communal institutions – notably the 
Herzlia Schools, Highlands House, Glendale Home, UCF- 
IUA and many more. He was noted for his own personal 
modesty, good humour and for being a true mensch.
A seasoned attorney who brought a lot of heart but practical 
experience to managing projects for the community – Eliot 

was renowned for his policy of first raising funds before 
committing to any building project.  Due to his exceptional 
financial acumen, he was instrumental in ensuring that all 
Cape Town Jewish Community institutions ran efficiently 
and within budget.
Well over 30 years ago, Eliot recognized the importance 
and good work being done by Telfed in Israel in supporting 
Southern Africans who chose to make Aliyah.  He facilitated 
the allocation of a number of important trust funds to Telfed’s 
management which to this day help our organisation provide 
its wide range of services. In the last few years, he also was 

instrumental in galvanizing fund 
raising for Telfed both personally 
and by inspiring a number of key 
donors.
During my chairmanship of 
Telfed, in recognition of this 
partnership and to salute their 
contribution, we named our 
offices in Ra’anana the “Eliot 
and Myra Osrin Administration 
Center”.   
He will be sorely missed by many 
in South Africa and in Israel and 
we wish Myra and the Osrin 
family Long Life.    

Dave Bloom

Morris Galgut (Ra’anana)
Myra Kowarsky (Herzliya)
Pamela Munitz (Ra’anana)
Phina Rosin (Herzliya)
Rochelle Sachar (Jerusalem)
Sidney (Zummy) Saitowitz (Moshav Yarhiv)
Solly Hotz (Ra’anana)
Solly Lerner (Timorim) 
Stephen Rabin (Zoran)
Tamar Ben Ami (Talmei Yosef) 
Wally Katz (Herzliya)
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All classified advertisements have to be paid in advance of publication. 
For payment by Credit Card, please contact Shireen Burt at Telfed Magazine production: 09-7907819

 Holiday Apts, Ra’anana, Herzliya Pituach,
 Jerusalem and Netanya, website www.rentisrael.com, 
info@rentisrael.com (050) 711-7967 voip 
(416) 630-9639 skype caryfox1

 Accommodation to let in Ra’anana: 3-roomed holiday 
apartment, furnished, including use of gym and pool, short 
or long term. (050)792-4473

 I repair and make new parts for your old or antique 
clock. I am a specialist in this field! Countrywide Service. I 
also buy and sell classic and unique clocks. 
Susan (09) 772-9222, (052) 243-0040

 Top of the range facials with the world’s leading 
products at reasonable prices. Hydradermie lifts, anti 
ageing, eye wrinkle treatments & more… Also nails, 
manicures, pedicures, eyebrows, 
waxing Andrea (054) 976-2054

 For all your domestic carpentry – cupboards, tables, 
doors, furniture etc as well as commercial carpentry for 
offices and shops please contact Atir and Tree House 
Design at 050-4722722. 
Recommendations gladly supplied

 Fonda’s Catering - catering for all occasions. Offering 
certified Kosher catering from Fonda’s at Meatland for all 
your catering needs from Britot to Weddings. 
For further information, contact Nicky 052-8488678

 Israel’s PC Doctor, complete PC, Network, & Internet 
Support – House calls day or night; Expertly solving all 
computer problems; repairs, sales, upgrades & instruction, 
Microsoft & CompTIA Certified; 25 years experience. 
Free consultations & advice. Remote & Onsite Support. 
References available–see website. 
Contact Beau: (054) 772-6239, beau909@gmail.com; 
www.israelpcdoctor.com 

 Improve relationships - marital, family and individual 
counselling. Trauma de-briefing. Loss and grief work. 
Building self-esteem and teaching social and problem-
solving skills for teens. 
Jackie Galgut (054) 9762513. (Counselling social worker)

 Private Mathematics tutoring by experienced 
Mathematics teacher. Ramot area, Jerusalem. 
Phone Ilana Dubb: 055-6613944

 Repairs on all makes of sewing machines and 
overlockers. Big discounts on new machine prices. 
Trade-ins accepted. Used machines bought and sold. 
Free advice and help gladly given. 
Jock Kahn (09) 7741568, (052) 4672113

 Are you relocating to Johannesburg and would like 
to share a 20ft (28 cubic meter) container?  We are 
sending approx. 10 cubic meters and have 18 cubic meters 
available. Call Jackie 052-7472151.

 Any China, household goods, tableware, silver plate, 
glassware, bric-a-brac or small furniture that you can live 
without? Or moving house? We’ll make you an offer you 
can live with. 
Call Sol or Lorraine, Gallery Lauren, 83 Sokolov Street, 
Ramat Hasharon. Tel. (03) 540-9481

 Not just a walking tour but one with a difference…. an 
exciting experience you’ll want to share with family and 
friends. 
Call me: Eldad Levine – eldadlevine@yahoo.com 
050-5292938

If you want people to know about it, its OUR business.
Why not take a Classified Advert? For only NIS 220 you 

will reach the entire Southern African community in Israel. 
If you take a contract for three issues, you will receive a 

15% discount. on the package. 
 

Please contact David Kaplan at  09-7672404, 
050-7432361 or email: hildav@netvision.net.il

Or Telfed magazine production 09-7907819
email: donations@telfed.org.il
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TIOMKIN SCHOOL OF 
ECONOMICS

Ariyeh Taitz
Cape Town

INFORMATION SESSIONS

LIVE IN ISRAEL
Study in English

RAPHAEL RECANATI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

in student satisfaction 
in the annual National 
Student Union survey

no. 

Ranked

www.rris.idc.ac.il

ARISON SCHOOL OF 
BUSINESS

LAUDER SCHOOL OF 
GOVERNMENT, DIPLOMACY 

AND STRATEGY

EFI ARAZI SCHOOL OF 
COMPUTER SCIENCE

SAMMY OFER SCHOOL 
OF COMMUNICATIONS

Dina 
Zollmann
Johannesburg

BARUCH IVCHER SCHOOL OF 
PSYCHOLOGY

Franki 
Friedman
Johannesburg

Maor Tal
Johannesburg

Kelly Odes
Johannesburg

Amit Broide
Johannesburg

CONTACT

ALL PROGRAMS
Thursday, April 13, 14:30

MA GOVERNMENT
Monday, May 8, 18:00

BA PROGRAMS
Tuesday, May 23, 17:30
Sunday, June 18, 17:30

Stephanie Miller 
+972 9 960 2841
smiller@idc.ac.il

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 2017-2018

BA

BSc

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
BUSINESS & ECONOMICS (DOUBLE MAJOR)

COMMUNICATIONS
GOVERNMENT 
GOVERNMENT & SUSTAINABILITY (DOUBLE MAJOR)

PSYCHOLOGY

COMPUTER SCIENCE

MA

GMBA

MBA

COUNTER-TERRORISM
   & HOMELAND SECURITY STUDIES
DIPLOMACY & CONFLICT STUDIES
FINANCIAL ECONOMICS (MAFE)
ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR
   & DEVELOPMENT (OBD)
SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

ONE-YEAR PROGRAM

INNOVATION & ENTREPRENEURSHIP
STRATEGY & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

ONE-SEMESTER / ONE-YEAR / FULL DEGREE

ASK ABOUT NEW BURSARY OPPORTUNITIES
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H T OFF THE PRESS

BETH PROTEA – The Pride of Israel’s Southern African Community
5 Asher Barash Street, Herzlia, Tel: 09-9595222, Fax: 09-9595300
Email: info@bethprotea.org.il
Website : www.bethprotea.org.il    

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS …
What a perfect way to end 2016. Chanukah was celebrated in true Beth 
Protea style including a sensational concert with the unrivalled Ahia 
Rubin, candle-lighting nightly attended by large numbers of residents 
who enjoyed all the traditional singing, Chanukah fare and of course the 
opening of our yearly residents’  art exhibition.

BIRDS, BIRDS AND MORE 
BIRDS … Nothing can quite 
prepare one for the phenomenal 
sight of thousands of migrating 
birds who visit the Hula Valley on 
their journey. First stop was a visit 
to the magical world of musical 
instruments lovingly hand-made 
by the talented Peter Isacowitz at 
Woodsong in Rosh Pina, followed 
by a delicious lunch. Thereafter, 
the grand finale - a trip around the 
Hula Valley in a specially designed 
open carriage to see the birds.
A truly unforgettable experience.

WELCOME 2017 …
Nothing better than starting 
the New Year with a pampering 
massage. Our traditional Health 
Day spoilt both residents and staff 
with a healthy morning snack, 
followed by relaxing massages. An 
interesting lecture was given by the 
well-known Phyllis Glazer. And, 
soon after, the Beth Protea “models” 
took to the red carpet once again 
for the Beth Protea Fashion Show. 
Lots of fun was had by all.

OUR VERY OWN SINGING DIVA …
How proud we are of our very own talented Judy Layne Bernstein who was 
chosen to appear on the television show “Kohav Ha Ba” (The Next Star). 
Judy was sensational and proved that no matter your age, you can always 
fulfill your dreams. Well done Judy!!!

AROMATIC HERB 
GARDEN …“are you going to 
Scarborough Fair – parsley, sage, 
rosemary & thyme”…well-known 
words from the Simon & Garfunkel 
song set the stage for  Tu B’shvat 
this year. We decided to plant a 
herb garden. The beautiful morning 
sunshine was the perfect setting for 
the residents to choose their plants 
and enjoy getting their hands dirty. 
A “virtual” tree planting allowed 
everyone to “plant” a tree in the 
forest commemorating the South 
African “fallen” in the battles of the 
State of Israel.
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If during Pesach we are called upon to relive 
our deliverance from slavery three thousand 
years ago “as if it were today”, there are “today” 
monumental milestones that make up more 
recent chapters in an unending saga in our “Long 
Walk To Freedom” that began with the ‘Exodus’.
In our Cover Story, we celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the victory of the Six Day War and 
its enriching prize – the reunification of our ancient 
capital - Jerusalem. We tap into the thoughts and 
writings of our fellow Southern Africans who lived 
through this dramatic “chapter” – recalling the 
tensions and the traumas but also the jubilation.
With the passing in March of famed Israeli 
photojournalist David Rubinger at 92, we are 
reminded of his iconic Six Day War photo of 
the three battle-weary paratroopers gazing 
wondrously at the Western Wall. Coupled with 
that photo, we think too of Naomi Shemer’s no 
less mesmerising masterpiece – “Jerusalem of 
Gold”. 
These two works of art - the photograph in black 
and white and the song rich in colour - helped 
shape a collective Jewish psyche of Jewish 
sovereignty restored to its biblical capital – 
Jerusalem.
We think too of all those young Southern Africans 
who literally put “our lives on hold” to volunteer 
during Israel’s need. “Yes, it was halfway through 
my varsity year, so yes, I would have to repeat the 
year; and yes, I would have to tell my parents,” 
are the same words that most the volunteers will 
tell you today. However, they will also add as did 
former Telfed Director Sidney Shapiro and former 
Telfed Chairman Solly Sacks:
“Most enriching time of my life. Would do it all 
over again.”
Through it all, Telfed was there to assist all the 
volunteers mainly based at kibbutzim throughout 

the length and breadth of the country.
One of Rubinger’s most famous quotes was “Try 
live every day as if it was your last, but plan your 
future as though there were endless tomorrows.” 
It is that indominable spirit and grit of our people 
so encapsulated of what transpired in one month 
in 1967 that have allowed Israelis to ‘live for today’ 
and ensured that the country’s future will be an 
open-ended journey of “endless tomorrows”.
When we utter at the end of the Passover seder 

the words “Next Year in Jerusalem” we can 
rejoice “we are in Jerusalem”, and let us dwell 
too on the succinct prophesy of Israel’s most 
celebrated Foreign Minister, Abba Eban: 
“Israel’s future will be longer than its past.”

Chag Pesach Sameach

David E. Kaplan, Telfed Editor

Newspapers and packages arriving to a unit stationed in 
the south. 1.6.1967
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Please subscribe or renew your subscription by filling in the enclosed flyer in 
this magazine and mailing it to SAZF Israel: 19/1 Schwartz Street, Ra’anana 
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With the passing of spring and the approach of 
Pesach, we feel the winds of change. In keeping 
with these ‘changing times’, one constant has 
been Telfed remaining dynamic and vibrant 
- and this year - I feel particularly proud of our 
illustrious history, as we enter into our 70th Jubilee 
Anniversary year.  What is even more special is 
that this milestone coincides with the Birth of 
Israel – an enriching opportunity to celebrate 
two ‘beginnings’ that commenced in the same 
year and share a common destiny.  In the coming 
months, we will be recognizing the extraordinary 
achievements of Telfed through the years and 
the people who have played significant roles in 
the impact and development of the organisation 
and its projects. My predecessors - together with 
generations of dedicated staff - have shown vision 
and determination in ensuring that Telfed remains 
in the vanguard of immigrant organisations. This 
accolade was recently recognised by the Knesset, 
who after all, share the same birth year. As the 
saying goes: “We go back!”

Our Passover Telfed Magazine is dedicated to no 
less a momentous year – the 50th anniversary of 
the Six Day War and the reunification of Jerusalem 
revealing some of the stories of Southern 
Africans who participated in these monumental 
milestones in our history.

The engagement of our volunteers continues to 
be one of the pillars of Telfed’s involvement with 
the community, and in January, we were proud of 
our veteran volunteer, Annette Milliner-Giladi, 
receiving the prestigious ‘Award of Excellence’ 
from the Israeli Government. This follows a 
similar award conferred on Telfed in 2014, for 
the organization’s extensive work in the field of 
volunteerism. This year we will also be honouring 
the many contributions of outstanding Southern 
African volunteers to Israeli society at our bi-
annual award ceremony and we look forward to 
profiling the honorees (and winners!) in greater 
detail in the next Telfed Magazine. Another 
impressive upcoming event is Telfed’s public 
scholarship ceremony, where over 400 students 
will receive grants from Telfed and you are invited 
to join us (see details on page 12).  
Sadly, this year has brought heartfelt loss with the 
passing of one of our greatest patrons and dearest 
friends, Eliot Osrin from Cape Town. You can read 
about this wonderful mensch in this issue.
As I will soon hand over the reins of Chairman, 
Telfed can look forward to a new generation of 
inspirational leadership. Until then, happy reading 
and Chag Pesach Kasher and Sameach to you and 
your family!

Maish Isaacson 
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Dorron Kline – Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO)
Dorron works with the 
Directorate and Executive 
Council to ensure that Telfed 
remains a premier oleh 
organisation, supporting and 

enabling former Southern Africans to contribute 
to Israeli society. Contact details: 
dorron@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 818

Sharon Bernstein – 
Employment Counselor, 
Admin Assistant to EXCO, 
Directorate, BOG
Sharon has been a member 
of staff for 28 years. She 
is involved with pre-

Aliyah employment counseling and assisting 
olim vatikim to find work. She is also the 
administrative assistant to the Executive Council, 
Directorate and Board of Governors and the 
principal “minute taker” in the office. Contact 
details: sharon@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 815

Anne Abarbanel - Fundraising 
Associate, Media
Anne assists the Head of 
Resource Development. 
She is also in charge of the 
organisation’s media and 
public relations. Contact 

details: resourcedev@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 812

Ariela Siegel - Social Worker 
and Head of Aliyah and Klita
Ariela is Telfed’s resident 
Social Worker and manages 
all matters relating to new 
olim and their absorption. She 
is in charge of professional 

counseling and assistance for new and veteran 
Olim. Contact details: ariela@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 821

Shireen Burt – Fundraising 
Associate
Shireen is part of Telfed’s 
Resource Development 
Department and in charge 
of donations, magazine 
production and subscriptions.  

She provides assistance to the Head of the 
Department in implementing the fundraising 
strategic plan. Contact details: 
donations@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 819

Nava Lapid – Chief Operating 
Officer (COO)
Nava brings a wealth of 
experience in Management 
and is in charge of the 
general operation of Telfed, 
including financial and legal 

matters pertaining to the organisation, the real 
estate portfolio, Trust Funds under Telfed’s 
administration and the organisation’s human 
resources. Contact details: nava@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 803

Dana Levy Tavor - Head of 
Endowments, Scholarships 
and PRAS (E.S.P.)
Dana manages the scholarship 
department, dealing with 
Telfed’s financial need 
scholarships, the PRAS 

programme, endowments and SASI.  She 
works to assist as many students as possible 
in accordance with the donors’ wishes and 
community needs.  She oversees the PRAS 
regional coordinators and enjoys seeing the 
difference that Telfed’s scholarships can make to 
Israeli society. Contact details: esp@telfed.org.il / 
Tel. 09 7907 811

Gerald Wolman – Accounting 
Dept
Gerald is responsible for 
maintaining the books of 
Keren Telfed and the major 
Trust Funds under Telfed’s 
administration. Contact 

details: gerald@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 807

Dana Ben Chail – Head of 
Volunteerism, Community 
Projects and Events
Dana heads Telfed’s Volunteer 
and Events Department. She 
develops community projects 
and co-ordinates events while 

recruiting, training and coaching the regional, 
local and office volunteers. Contact details: 
volunteers@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 805

Daniela Shapira - Community 
Services Administrator
Daniela assists in the Aliyah 
and Klita Department.  She 
works with Olim both Pre 
and Post Aliyah, to ensure 
that they have a smooth and 

successful klita. Contact details: 
daniela@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 804

Nikki Leviner – Head of 
Resource Development
Nikki works closely with the 
CEO, COO and Fundraising 
Committee to ensure that 
sufficient revenue is generated 
to support the strategic 

direction of the organisation.  This includes 
implementing a multi-faceted fundraising 
programme to secure funds for both short and 
long term development.
Contact details: nikki@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 802

Merav Fisher - Scholarship 
Department (E.S.P.) 
Administrator
Merav assists Dana in 
all matters regarding the 
scholarship department.  
She coordinates the SASI 

programme and takes care of queries and 
applications for Telfed’s various scholarship 
options.  As an Australian olah, she is proud to 
represent the Antipodes at the Telfed offices. 
Contact details: admin.esp@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 817

Yael Strausz – Assistant to 
the COO
Yael takes on the issues of 
due diligence, Trust Fund 
registration and reporting 
to the various government 
authorities.

Contact details: yael@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 807

Helayne Shedletzky  - 
Bookkeeper
Helayne is responsible for 
daily bookkeeping, preparation 
of bank deposits, journal 
entries / bank reconciliations, 
payments to vendors and 

preparation of trial balances and working papers 
for the annual financial audit. Contact details: 
helayne@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 802

Dafna Rosenfeld  - Telfed 
Property Manager
Dafna manages Telfed’s 
Property Portfolio, including 
three buildings in Tel Aviv and 
Raanana with more than 105 
apartments and two hundred 

tenants. Contact details: isrentco@telfed.org.il / 
09 7907 808

The Telfed office is situated in Raanana, on Schwartz St (Building 19, First Floor)
General enquiries: info@telfed.org.il  Reception: +972 9 7907800  Toll Free from SA: 0800-997-495
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notary services

For more information:   www.rgs-law.com  |  +972-9-7443260  |  ruthgavriel@rgs-law.com
We are located in Raanana / Hod Hasharon Israel.

Legal services provided throughout Israel 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Brook, Kelly  Finkelstein, Eunice  Hendry, Kyle  Jones, 
Amy  Katzeff, Shirley  Klaff, Michael & Evelyn  Wilk, 

Geoffrey & Esther

Dabah, Daniella

Aronovitz, Yocheved  Ballen, Roger  Eliasov, Dean  
Fouche, Tyler  Fruchtman, Alon & Michal, Shani, Lior  
Girnun, Joshua  Heilbronn, Steven & Stacy-Lee, Gilad, 
Lori  Hirschon, Hyman & Shirley  Hirshovitz, Jayson 
 Hurwitz, Leor & Cindy, Nachson, Gavriel  Jacobson, 

Myron & Natalie, Ora,Elisheva,Akiva,Naama  Janks, 
Ryan  Karp, Lydia & Cyril  Katz, Roni  Katz, Danny 
 Klein, Norman & Lynn  Landauer, Laurence  Levitt, 

Michael & Dorienne  Lipschitz, Jonathan & Candice, 
Gavriel,Eliana,Tuvya  Lipschtiz, Ethnie  Lipschtiz, Daniella 

 Messias, Jade  Miller, Brett & Carol, Terah,Seth  
Nathan, Benita & Julian, Liran, Shayna  Nussbaum, Gila 

& Robin, Benjamin, Raphael  Ordman, Joyce  Orelowitz, 
Yaela  Perlow, Solomon & Victoria  Rabinowitz, Yosef 
 Reznik, Earle  Rod, Talia  Rosenfeld, Daniela & Ariel, 
 Shmukler, Nelly  Stein, Rafael & Emunah  Strachan, 
Dylan  Swartz, Merwyn & Lynette  Taitz, Daniel & 

Brocha  Taljaard, Sarie & Leroi, Ebeni  Turgeman, Haim  
Wolovitz, Daniel  Zalk, Rasheel

Gavriel, Rabbi Jonathan (Yehuda), Candice, Eliana, Tuvya LipschitzDean Eliasov, Amy Jones and Jade Messias
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Dynamic Duo: Myra and Eliot Osrin at the official dedication of the 
Telfed office in their name.

 Telfed joins the Cape Town Jewish Community in 
mourning the loss of a very dear friend, Eliot Osrin 
-  a visionary with enormous talent to match, enabling 
monumental projects both in Israel and in South Africa to 
come to fruition and ensuring their sustainability. Telfed 
is indebted to his untiring support over many years in its 
activities on behalf of the Southern African community in 
Israel. Please see full tribute to Eliot on Page 42.
(Further tributes from the community will appear in the next 
Telfed Magazine following the Telfed memorial ceremony 
held on the 16th March 2017.)    

 After a lifetime of volunteering both in South Africa 
and Israel, one of Telfed’s longest serving volunteers, 
Annette Miliner-Giladi, received at a special ceremony 
in January, the Immigration and Absorption Ministry’s 
Volunteer Award of Excellence. Friends, family 
and representatives from Telfed cheered as 
Annette received the award from Immigration 
and Absorption Minister, Sofa Landver. 
While Annette has chaired many of Telfed’s 
important committees, including serving as 
the organization’s Vice-Chairperson, “It’s not 
the positions I have held that have 
been important to me,” she says, 
“but rather my involvement in the 
projects and activities that have 
enriched people’s lives. By their 
enrichment, I have been enriched.” 
Active in Telfed’s housing projects 
like Manof and Kohav Yair, she says, 
“There is nothing more rewarding 
than working to establish a new 
settlement in the middle of nowhere and 
then years later seeing them developed into 

flourishing communities.” A tireless worker in raising 
funds for education in Israel, Annette’s motto is: “No child 
with merit should be denied a scholarship.” Active as well 
in WIZO, promoting young South Africans to study at the 
IDC Herzliya, and a founding member of Truth be Told 
(TbT), Annette was aptly described at her 80th birthday 
party organized by Telfed in 2012, as a “volunteerholic”. 
Over the years, Annette has consistently inspired future 
generations of volunteers. When asked, what inspires her, 

A Golda Moment. Annette Milliner-Giladi meeting Israeli Prime Minister Golda 
Meir. Inset. Annette with her 2016 Volunteer Award of Excellence.
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she replies: “I am a Zionist, what can I tell you. It’s that 
simple.”  To much merriment, a banner was held up at the 
Telfed party: ‘Annette for Knesset’. When championing a 
cause, Annette is known to dig in, and “there is no stopping 
her until the job is done”, “the goal is achieved” or “the 
opposition surrenders”. Standing proudly in accepting the 
2016 volunteer award, Annette had the “vote” of the entire 
Southern African community in Israel.

Among Telfed’s 240 volunteers engaged across the country, 
are those involved in TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community 
Initiative). In February, the volunteers responsible for running 
the TECI Second Hand shop that sells quality donated 
merchandise at the Absorption Center in Mevesseret 
Zion, were presented with gifts in appreciation.  TECI 
chairman, Mel Cohen, thanked the volunteers Roy Scher, 
Shira Lipschitz, Rochelle Lando, Carol Naim, Larry Cemel, 
Gillam Keinan, Or Schavitz Shema, Masha Reubinoff, 
Vicki Scher, Moshe Hason and Dan as well as Jeff Kaplan 
from Ra’anana, a great supporter of the project. Attended 
by former Telfed chairman Dave Bloom and Deputy Mayor 
Rony Steinitz, Mel expressed that “without your concerted 
efforts and time, this project could not have materialized. 
We owe you a huge debt of gratitude!” 

During Chanukkah TECI Chairman, Mel Cohen, together 
with Telfed’s Head of Volunteerism, Dana Ben Chail, visited 
the ‘Maksam After School Enrichment Centre’ for Ethiopian 
children in Hadera. “What a Chanukkah bonanza it was for 
Telfed to see how these schoolkids are improving in their 

Math, Art and English,” expressed Mel to Maksam Director, 
Yael Sela.

Hats off!
Ethlee Dembo from Moshav Manof and her ‘tight-knitted’’ 
team of Telfed volunteers, knitted over 100 baby hats 
that were donated to the newborn department at Me’ir 
hospital, Kfar Saba. A project initiated by Telfed Chairman 
Maish Isaacson, the nurses were delighted to receive the 
precious cargo - so were the ‘premmies’!   

Hands On. Nurses in Meir Hospital maternity ward with hats knitted 
by Telfed volunteers.

Helping Hand: (L-R) Maksam Director Yael 
Sela, Mel Cohen and Dana Ben Chail with 
Maksam children.

Picture Perfect: Telfed TECI volunteers presented with posters produced by Ethiopian 
children from the Maksam Centre in Hadera.
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 Telfed is proud to announce that after processing 
more applications than ever before, it will assist over 450 
students with scholarships this academic year.  “We are 
so glad to be able to play a part in aiding these students 

to achieve their dreams,” beamed Batya Shmukler, 
Telfed Vice Chair and Chairwoman of ESP (Endowments, 
Scholarships & PRAS). In the current academic year, Telfed 
will be granting an unprecedented number of students 
with scholarships based on financial need.  Thanks to 
many generous donors and foundations, NIS 700,000 
will be awarded to 311 students. Telfed is particularly 
pleased to be able to help 194 students of Southern 
African origin, of whom 61 were born in Southern Africa. 
This is in addition to Telfed’s continuing support of the 
student volunteers participating in the PRAS programme.  
These students play a crucial role in strengthening Telfed’s 
connection with the wider community. “We are excited 
to invite the inaugural group of SASI students to join our 
scholarship recipients at the celebratory ceremony on the 
27th of April, 2017, at the Duhl Auditorium in Tel Aviv,” 
says Dana Levy Tevor, Head of the E.S.P. (Endowments, 
Scholarships and PRAS) department.  The Scholarship 
Committee (ESP) wishes all our students and donors a 
Chag Pesach kasher v’sameach.

The 2016/17 PRAS programme is well underway and 
the student volunteers have completed their mid-year 

seminars.  The seminars are held each year in locations 
around the country and offer the students a chance to meet 
in small groups, share experiences and brainstorm creative 
solutions to issues that arise.  This year, the Tel Aviv mid-year 
seminar was hosted in the premises of the Latin American 
Olim organization in Tel Aviv (Oley), thanks to the warm 
relationship shared with Chairman Mario Lev. It augurs well 
for the PRAS students to create successful partnerships 
with their clients throughout the year. Applications for both 
students and clients for the 2017/18 academic year will be 
submitted online and will be available on the Telfed website 
in June.

Telfed’s newest scholarship programme, SASI (Southern 
Africans Studying in Israel), in conjunction with the Eric 
and Sheila Samson Foundation, is growing from strength to 
strength.  The inaugural group of students have successfully 
completed their first semester in Israel, with one student’s 

Dynamic Duo. Ensuring the smooth running of the 
ESP department are: (l-r) Dana Levy Tavor and Merav 
Fisher.

Something Tickling this Lot! Telfed staff, volunteers, IDC’s Stephanie Miller (right) 
and SASI students at the Telfed office in Ra’anana
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letter to Telfed succinctly reflecting the consensus:
“This has been the best decision I have ever made!” 
The SASI committee is expanding the programme to 
other universities. It met recently with Bar Ilan’s Head of 
the International Office of Academic Affairs, Prof. Shlomo 
Romi and with its senior staff dealing with the partnership 
programme - Daniel Schuval and Shlomit Stern. Bar Ilan 
offers a wide range of degrees that can be studied either in 
Hebrew or English as well as offering a preparatory Hebrew 

‘mechina’ course. With Bar Ilan ranked as one of the fastest 
growing higher education institutions in Israel according 
to The World University Rankings, “We wanted Bar Ilan 
to partner with Telfed in providing suitable conditions 
for Southern African students,” said SASI Chairman Dave 
Bloom. 
Telfed CEO Dorron Kline met with an enthusiastic 
response to the SASI programme during his visit to South 
Africa in February and “we hope that with more donors 
we will be able to encourage even more Southern African 
students to undertake their university studies in Israel.”
Wishing all the SASI students success in their final exams.
Those wishing to apply for the SASI housing scholarship are 
reminded to do so before the end of May 2017.

For further information please contact Merav Fisher: 
admin.esp@telfed.org.il Toll free from SA: 0800-997-495 
(Ext. 217)

Chairman of Telfed’s Jerusalem Regional Committee, Roy 
Scher, recently presented ten Telfed scholarships to Ethiopian 
students studying at the Jerusalem College of Technology 
(Machon Lev), which trains many of Israel’s hi-tech and 

electro-optic engineers. Said Roy at the presentations: “JCT 
will give you all the tools and encouragement you need to 
build successful futures.  We are delighted to work together 
with you in realizing your dreams and wish you the best of 
luck as you embark on your academic journeys.” 

Telfed CEO, Dorron Kline, met in January with the South 
African student ‘Encounter’ group briefing them on ‘post-
matric’ options should they chose to make Aliyah or study in 
Israel. Many indicated that they were considering studying 
in Israel after school, “and were impressed to learn about 
Telfed’s SASI programme,” said Dorron. (See Telfed 2016 
(3) to learn more about SASI). SASI facilitates housing 
and tuition scholarships for SA students at several premier 
Israeli higher education institutes, without the obligation to 
make Aliyah.

Top Class: Roy Scher presenting a Telfed scholarship to an Ethiopian 
student.

Thinking About Tomorrow. South African students on the Israel 
Encounter programme meet with Telfed.
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The ultimate TV & 
Internet service 

in Israel.
• Are you about to make Aliyah? or/
• Living in Israel and missing real English TV?
• We offer every kind of station you can think of.

Content you can’t get elsewhere 
including 

• Over 200 live TV stations in English
• All  sports including Rugby & Cricket
• 14 news channels including i24 NEWS 

(Top English news network from Israel)
• Thousands of movies at your choice.

We also specialize in setting you up with 
internet.

• Don’t speak Hebrew? Not happy with your 
current service?

• Change to our service and we will do the 
talking for you.

Email midnightcable.tech@gmail.com
for fast service.

 

 

Tickets for the 20th Maccabiah Opening Ceremony (July 6th, 2017) are now 
available for sale! With transportation arranged from various locations, it is 
an opportunity you do not want to miss out on!
Get your tickets online today (180 NIS each @ Teddy Stadium): 
http://www.telfed.org.il/telfed_tickets

For questions, please contact Dana Ben Chail: volunteers@telfed.org.il

Telfed recently helped prepare Israeli teachers at the Beit 
Shemesh Pedagogic Centre on the culture and background 
of the Jewish community of South Africa as part of 
P2G (Partnership Together), that facilitates a twinning 
programme between schools in South Africa and Israel. 
Through enriching engagement, “the communities learn 

about each other’s sense of identity, develop an appreciation 
for diversity and explore ways of helping each other with 
challenges,” explained Telfed CEO, Dorron Kline, who 
attended the P2G annual convention in Israel in November, 
where lay leaders, Israel Centre staff and Shlichim from 
Cape Town and Johannesburg met their counterparts from 
Beit Shemesh and Mateh Yehudah.    
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 If you are making Aliyah in 2017, learn to speak Hebrew 
with confidence - for free! Working in cooperation with 
Telfed, Ulpan La-Inyan is now able to offer its professional 
courses to 2017 olim with full government reimbursement.  
For more information, go to http://ulpan.com/ulpan-la-
inyan-free/ or call +972-73-796-2228 

Their parents back home in South Africa, Australia and 
Holland could only smile with pride as Team Telfed was 
there for “our boys” meeting them prior to their enlistment 
to the IDF offering pizzas and refreshments, as well as 
backpacks filled with gifts and vouchers. “This will no doubt 
be an exciting adventure! We appreciate your dedication 
and remind you that Telfed is here for you – both during 
your journey and following,” said Telfed staff member Dana 
Ben Chail.

“Regaining confidence and trust in their abilities is a long 
journey and their determination and courage are nothing 
short of inspiring,” said Roy Scher, Chairman of Telfed’s 
Jerusalem Regional Committee at the Beit Halochem 
Center in Jerusalem. Telfed joined a ceremony where some 
100 scholarships were distributed to disabled Israeli Army 
veterans.  

In adhering to the motto, “Hope for the best but 
prepare for the worst,” Telfed organized a presentation 
by a representative of the Home Front Command on 
precautionary measures to take in the event of emergencies, 
such as “earthquakes and rocket fire”. “Oy vey!” reacted one 
senior new Oleh in Yiddish. He was nevertheless relieved 
to see “all this building reinforcement going on around the 
country”. To arrange a similar group address, contact Dana 
Ben Chail (volunteers@telfed.org.il)

Facing the Future: New recruits from SA, Oz and Holland

Trust in Telfed: Former Telfed Chairman, Dave Bloom with an IDF 
veteran

Calm before the Storm: Community members preparing themselves 
for possible emergency situations in Israel.
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Telfed CEO Dorron Kline emphasized the critical functions 
of Olim Associations in his address to the Parliamentary 
Aliyah and Klita (Immigration and Absorption) Committee 
following comments of MK Oded Forer, who noted the 
three main contributing factors to a successful Aliyah - 
language, employment and community. Dorron addressed 
all three issues advising how Telfed “facilitates ulpan 
studies, engages employment advisors, hosts career and 
networking seminars, runs a mentoring programme and 
maintains contact with the community through 24 regional 
committees manned by volunteers throughout the country.” 
The World Zionist Organization (WZO), who initiated 
the Knesset hearing, invited Telfed to explore further co-
operation in these areas.

On a crisp and balmy evening, Telfed building residents 
gathered at the communal garden on Schwartz Street in 
Ra’anana to plant a young peach tree to celebrate Tu B’shvat, 
with the assistance of many willing little hands, eager to get 
their fingers into the mud! Following the customary prayers, 
the group enjoyed a short quiz, with various fruits as prizes. 
The little ones shone with their knowledge and devoured 
their treats.

This January, Bnei Akiva graduates from South Africa 
and Australia celebrated 30 years since their gap year 
programme in Israel in 1986. Known as MTA – Midreshet 
Torah Ve’Avoda, the programme combines Yeshiva and 

Saplings Today, Trees Tomorrow: Kids giving Telfed CEO Dorron 
Kline a hand in planting  a peach tree on TuB’shvat.

Class of ’86. Thirty-year reunion of South African and Australian graduates on the MTA programme.
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Midrasha study with working the land at Moshav Massuot 
Yitzchak, near Ashkelon. All agreed it was “Great to get 
together” and exchange stories and noted with pride the 
contributions they have made in Israel.

“How To Plan Your Career In Israel” was the panel 
discussion Telfed’s Employment and Career Counselor 
Michal Merten co-chaired with MK Ksenia Svetlova and 
licensing expert Meir Lopatinsky at a multilingual job 
fair. Michal also appeared as a guest speaker at the ‘Tel 
Aviv Talks’, hosted by Jill Reinach, Director of Projects 
for English Speaking Olim, where she gave a presentation 
geared to the Israeli market on ‘How to write a winning 
CV”. Her presentation was followed by a Q & A session on 
how to jumpstart careers in Israel.

Aimed at helping new olim find their first job in Israel, 
Telfed’s Mentorship Programme was launched in late 
October 2016. “The way this programme works,” explains 
Telfed’s Employment and Career Counselor Michal Merten, 
“is that job seekers are matched with a mentor of the same 
profession or field, who helps them navigate the waters of the 
Israeli job market.”  The Mentors include olim vatikim from 
South Africa and Australia as well as tzabarim (including 
volunteers from Bezeq) “and some from all walks of life”, 
adds Dana Ben Chail, who together with Michal, developed 
the programme. Mentors are required to provide four hours 
a month “and the willingness to help someone in their Klita” 
says Michal. 
Dalia Cramer, a talented Interior Designer and a mentor to 
Candi spoke to Telfed Magazine.
What motivated you to become a mentor?
“My brother called me one day to tell me that Michal and 
Dana were looking for an Interior Designer to mentor a new 
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Olah. I immediately was wowed by the programme but was 
worried that it would be too much for me to take on, as I 
am both employed/self-employed with two small children 
under the age of three. After much consideration, I decided 
nonetheless to go ahead with it! I have moved around the 
world quite a bit over the past 20 years and have experienced 
personally many of the difficulties faced with landing in a 
new country, whilst being exposed to a new language and 
work culture. Knowing all of this only enforced my desire 
to assist a new Oleh and do my best to help with a smooth 

transition into the workforce and our field.”  
What were the key factors to your successful mentorship?
“We had an immediate bond allowing us to open up, feel 
comfortable and relate well. This enabled me to give advice 
and share my knowledge.  The level of trust allowed the 
connection to be so successful.”
What was your experience as Candi’s mentor?
“It was no less enriching for me. I have a new friend! She’s 
great. 
What advice would you give to prospective mentors?
Go for it!  You will gain so much from such a positive 
experience! 

The enthusiasm for the programme was reciprocal judging 
by Candi’s email: “Dear Michal, I am very happy to say that 
I have finally found a job in Interior Design. I would like to 
say thank you so much for allowing me to participate in 
Telfed’s Mentorship Programme. I am so lucky to have met 
Dalia. Without her guidance, support, positive attitude 
and kind heart, I would not have been able to progress far, 
as I have. She was amazing and not only was she a great 

mentor but today - a great friend. I am so grateful for all 
your help. I would recommend the Mentorship Programme 
to others. Hopefully they will be lucky enough to have a 
mentor as awesome as mine!  Thank you all for everything 
- will keep in touch. Warm Regards, Candi.” 
If you wish to join the mentorship programme either as a 
mentor or a mentee, please contact us and we will be happy 
to tell you more. 
Email: michal_olimjobs@telfed.org.il  Tel: 09 7907806

“There is a dramatic increase in young South Africans 
making Aliyah,” says Daniel Winer, Chairman of the Telfed 
Youth Committee. “While Olim are welcomed at the airport 
by Telfed, if they are young adults – religious and secular - we 
are immediately advised and a member of our committee 
will call and register them, and they will be invited to all 
events and activities. Life in Israel is exciting and we want 
to ensure they’re all doing well, finding their way into the 
system, integrating and having fun.”  The committee 
organizes a wide range of activities “from Shabbatons to 
pub crawls,” says Daniel. 
One of the main factors influencing the increase in Aliyah, 
says Daniel “is our success as Olim. As more and more over 
the past few years have been arriving, we have created a 
momentum, influencing others to follow. They hear where 

Le’Chaim! Telfed staff member Dana Ben Chail (right) with new Olim in JerusalemNice Work. Interior Designer Dalia 
mentoring job seekers.
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we are studying, working, serving in the army and the 
incredible social life in Israel - this whets their appetites. 
Aware there is a social infrastructure, they know they 
are joining a growing family of young South Africans and 
Australians. The only squabbles we may have between 
us and the Ozzies is when there are rugby matches… or 
cricket.”  Another “huge factor,” continues Daniel, “has also 
been the IDC Herzliya which is attracting more and more 
South Africans to study there in English. This is only going 
to increase with the chaos taking place at South Africa 
universities.” 

One new Olah that Daniel’s 
committee welcomed in 
February was Kelly Brook from 
Johannesburg who last year 
was Mazkira Klali (Secretary 
General) of Habonim Dror 
in South Africa. She joins 
her brother Josh, who made 
Aliyah a few years back and 
who is active with the Lone 
Soldiers’ centre in Jerusalem. 
Kelly has joined her youth 
movement garin in Haifa. “We 
are mostly Australians, North 
Americans, one Argentinian 
and me,” says Kelly. Apart from attending ulpan, Kelly will 
be the madricha for this year’s Habonim Shnat group from 
South Africa. Kelly foresees many more “of the chevra from 
South Africa” making Aliyah. “There has been a change in 
atmosphere in recent years in the Movement – a Zionist 
reinvigoration; we see this same development in Australian 
Habonim. Our garin is a product of this development in 
both countries”. With all these exciting developments, 
“We are ready and waiting,” says Telfed’s Youth Committee 
Chairman, Daniel.

It was a ‘Burgers & Beer’ night out on the town for 
thirteen new, young, South African and Australian olim 
to Jerusalem, organised in March by the Telfed Jerusalem 
Youth Committee. Many of the olim are currently in Ulpan 
Etzion. “It was great for the volunteers, Telfed staff and 
olim to connect and chill out,” says Committee member, 
Shiri Berzack. With it all happening in Jerusalem – it was a 
‘Capital Idea’!   

Wishing chag sameach 
to all our clients!

Project Management and 
Project & Property Development

All Smiles. Kelly Brook arrives on Aliyah.
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 Participating in the Telfed Jerusalem Committee and 
Zionist Council in Israel panel discussion - ‘Shifting 
Paradigms - Professionals in South Africa and Israel’ – was JP 
former Editor-in-Chief, Steve Linde, Professor of Psychiatry 
at T.A.U. Rael Strauss, Nurse and Midwife Pam Patz and 
Accountant and Asset manager, Philip Braude. Welcomed 
by Sonia Graham, National Anglo Coordinator for The 
Zionist Council in Israel, the discussion was moderated by 
Kol Israel broadcaster Rosalyn Gelcer.  At evenings end, 
Roy Scher was reelected as Telfed Jerusalem Committee 
Chairman.

‘Making your dreams come true’ and ‘Living as a 
Masterpiece’ were the subjects addressed in February 
by Bev Ehrlich, Liora Amitai and Avi Perez at a Telfed 
Jerusalem and World Mizrachi event. All who attended 
the ‘Ted-like’ talks received as a gift - a free trial coaching 
session. 

Anyone for Tea? Apparently quite a few, as “there has been 
an increase of new Southern African olim to Netanya,” says 
Telfed Regional Representative Charlotte Wiener.  “We 
are becoming a popular destination for those who enjoy 
living by the sea” - and what better way to welcome the 
newcomers than other over a ‘cuppa’.  

In December 2016, Telfed hosted the premier of the “Dance 
of the Butterfly” documentary in Israel. The film addresses 
the many and varied medical and alternative healing options 
for people with cancer and other debilitating illnesses.  It 
explored spiritual techniques such as meditation and yoga 
and spoke about diet and correct nutrition, as well as 
emphasizing personal choice and life style decisions. “The 
film left me with a lot to think about.  I was encouraged in 
my own struggles to escape from the confining aspects of 
my own illness. The evening was empowering, inspirational 
and spiritual, well worth seeing,” commented Regional 
Telfed Rishon Head Beryl Schmidt.     

Telfed Executive Council (Exco)  
 

The activities of Telfed (SAZF, Israel) are closely supervised and monitored by an Executive Council, 
comprised of local lay leaders representing the interests of the Southern African community in Israel.  
Six positions are open to eligible* members of the community, following a nomination process.  Final 

votes for the election will be held on at the Annual General Meeting.  

To know more about the nomination process for the Candidates and to access the nomination form, 
please visit: http://www.telfed.org.il/2017ExcoElections  

or contact : sharon@telfed.org.il 
 

The nominations will close at noon on Monday 29th May 2017 
 

(*Eligible persons are all Southern Africans who reside permanently in Israel and who were born in, or who had resided in South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Swaziland, Angola or Namibia for a period of not less than five years and their descendants who live in 

Israel.  Such persons shall be aged 18 years or more and registered with Telfed by ). 

 

Elections Notice  



 Southern Africans had an enriching connection to the 
destinations of Telfed’s tiyul in January to Ashdod and 
Ashkelon.  The group of 57 visited places of historical 
interest and heard about the connections to South 
African Jewry from Peter Bailey, David Zwebner, Raphi 
Bloch, Henry Lochoff, Ashkelon historian Dr. Gad Sobol, 
Professor Yitzhak Reiter and former Telfed Director 
Sid Shapiro. The highlight of the tiyul for Sid, “was the 
unveiling of the refurbished Afridar Square plaque”. The 
plaque was originally set on location in 1959 by the South 
African Ambassador Dr. P. Snideman, commemorating 
the opening of the Afridar neighborhood built for new 

South African Olim by South African engineers, with 
funding from South Africa. Gidon Katz unveiled the 
refurbished plaque, which was followed by addresses 
from Telfed CEO Dorron Kline and Chairman Maish 
Isaacson, ending with the singing of Hatikvah. Stops of 
interest along the way included the Philistine Cultural 
Museum, Ad Halom Bridge - marking the furthest point 
north that the attacking Egyptian Army was able to reach 
during the 1948 War of Independence - and the 1948 
War Memorials.

Telfed’s Tiyul Club headed south in February to the Israel 
Air Force Museum and Ben Gurion University.  On route on 
the bus, Peter Bailey, one of the tiyul organisers and Henry 
Lochoff, a registered Israeli Tour Guide, shared stories of 
places of interest to the 50 participants. “We were taken 
around the ‘Hatzerim’ Airforce Base, showed different 
types of aircraft, saw exhibits portraying the development 
of the IAF over the years and boarded the Boeing 747 
that was used in the Entebbe Raid,” said Peter. The tour 
included a historical IAF documentary from the War of 
Independence to the present day, including footage from 
the Entebbe rescue mission. 

Arranged by Herby Rosenberg and Kyra Wainstein of the 
South African Associates of BGU and Dana Chokroon of 
BGU’s Department of Public Affairs, “we had an incredible 
tour of the campus as well as hearing Professor Emeritus 
Rubin Yagil of the Veterinary Science Department on the 
subject of camel milk,” said Peter.  A former South African, 
Prof. Yagil revealed the health impact of camel milk notably 
with regard to Crohn’s Disease. Professor Steve Rosen, 
Vice President for External Affairs, gave an overview of BGU 
and the strong connection between the university and South 
Africa, largely thanks to Bertie (z’l) and Hilary Lubner.  A 
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The Plane Truth. Learning about the development of the IAF at Hatzerim 
Airforce Base

Sign of the Times. New Afridar Square plaque honouring the 
contribution of Southern Africans to the development of the city 
of Ashkelon.
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former Chairman of the South African Associates of Ben 
Gurion University, Bertie had been a fervent and dedicated 
supporter of the institution and was granted an Honorary 
Doctorate in recognition on his activities.
The group was introduced to two recipients of the Lubner 
Prize for Community Services - Nofar Peretz, a student 
with the Department of Nursing, and Tomer Levi, a student 
in the Department of Politics and Government. 

Arranged by Telfed’s Head of Volunteerism, Dana Ben 

Chail, Telfed visited the Galil in January to meet with 
local regional volunteers. At Kibbutz Yizreel they were 
welcomed by “a friendly reception committee” headed 
by Issy Levitan. Shimon Zelas took them on a tour of 
MAYTRONICS (an electronic swimming pool cleaner 
with water purification supplying approximately 45% 
of world market demand). They met renowned sculptor, 
Bernie Fink, whose work is displayed at Yad Vashem.  The 
trip concluded with a visit to Afula, where they met Oria 
Ashta, a young Ethiopian mother of two, who despite being 
blind, has competed in half-marathons! Oria works as a 
massage therapist and thanks to Issy Levitan’s voluntary 
help, she has enjoyed some significant improvements and 
renovations to her home.    
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 In May 1967, former Telfed Director Sidney Shapiro 
then a student at UCT, was National Vice-Chairman of 
SAUJS, Chairman of Student Jewish Association (SJA), Rag 
Convener, and a member of the SRC. He felt it was only 
natural that it fell on him to make the appeal on campus 
for volunteers. “We called a meeting during the day at the 
SJA centre in Mowbray, not expecting too many students to 
pitch during lecture time.” How wrong he was!
“The SJA hall was bursting at the seams with students piling 
into the garden and into the street. There I was, standing 
in front of these hundreds of students ready to read from 
a prepared speech, when I was suddenly caught up in the 
excitement and set aside my notes and spoke from the 
heart.” 
Sidney had reservations about volunteering as “I was in my 
final year and four months earlier had returned from a six-
week leadership course in Israel. However, I got caught up 
in my own words and volunteered.” 
The excitement peaked when “some of the students 
grabbed the podium, turned it on its head and the next 
thing, students began throwing money in it.”

Sidney, like many Jewish students throughout South Africa, 
would have good reason to be apprehensive – not only 
because of the impending danger in Israel, but “we had to 
break the news to our parents. I knew I would be flying out 
on the first plane available, which meant not completing 
my degree that year. As difficult as this was, I knew there 
was no way that I could not have volunteered. My parents 
understood.”

For former Telfed Chairman, “I was petrified of having to 
inform my accountancy firm of my decision to go,” recalls 
Solly Sacks, who was head of Bnei Akiva at the time, and 
would serve on the screening committee of his group. 
“People were shocked and tried to dissuade me,” but Solly 
would have none of that and by the time “I arrived at the 
third floor of the Fed building, it was crowded with hundreds 
of people. I was unable to get out of the elevator.”
Having ensured that most of his Bnei Akiva group 
were booked or already had left, “I managed to 
ensure that the remaining few of us got on that 
last flight.”
In June 1967, Lenny Sackstein of Hod HaSharon 
was a 21-year-old law student at Wits. “Studying 
was a serious business. You attended classes 
wearing a tie, submitted papers on time, and 
passed your exams or you were history.”
However, history was precisely what Lenny and 
his fellow volunteers were 

Day Two. Israeli armored units advancing 
on the 6th of June along the central sector in Sinai.

By David E. Kaplan
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about to make!
On Thursday, the 11th June, he presented 
himself to Professor Ellison Kahn, the dean of 
the Faculty to advise him he was off to Israel. 
“He looked at me straight in the eye and said, 
“Sackstein, if you do not present yourself at 
class on Monday, you will be removed from 
the course for the year.” Having discharged his 
duty as dean, Kahn then went on to say, “Well 
done Sackstein! Can I assist you in any way?” 
The Jewish community was united.”
Lenny arrived with his group to Kibbutz 
Shluchot in 40-degree heat – a far cry from 
Johannesburg’s crisp winter. The kibbutz 
representative welcoming them said, “Freirim; 
vot you come for? Ve have already von ze var.”
The 40-degree temperature “was nothing in 
comparison to my blood pressure.”

For Eric Rubin from Port Elizabeth who had 
been a student at Rhodes 
University in 1967 “it turned 
out to be a life-changing 
experience.” While he had 
been assured that he would 
resume his studies in July 
1968, it never happened. 
“After six months on kibbutz, 

I returned, and then having six months to kill, I took a job in 
Joburg and was sucked into the work environment.”
While regretting not completing his degree, Eric feels “I 
have more not to regret. It was one of the most amazing 
experiences of my life and yes, it did influence my own 
family, many years later, to make Aliyah.”
In May 1967, Eric was studying Social Science; in June, he 
was mixing grains for the chickens and cows. “It was so 
bloody hot that we stopped work at eight in the morning. 
Thereafter, we had Hebrew lessons in the air-raid shelter. 
It was the coolest place on the kibbutz – there was no air-
conditioning in those days.”

Amongst the first Southern Africans to settle in Eilat, were 
the late Pat and Cecil Slevin, when they moved there in 
1957. Here is an extract from a letter Pat wrote on the 26th 
May to her sister, Muriel Chesler (z’l):
“We have gummed strips of paper on the windows and have 
readied torches, candles and matches. A slit trench has 
been dug in front of our house and yesterday on Shabbat, 
Gil (her 14-year-old-son) and another smaller boy worked 
on deepening it and then filled sandbags and stacked them 
around the edges.”

Driving Force. Following the Six Day Way, volunteer and future Telfed Director, 
Sidney Shapiro (seated bottom right), returned to Cape Town to complete his degree  
and found himself in 1969, David Ben Gurion’s (centre) personal driver when Israel’s 
first Prime Minister visited in 1969.
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Raie Gurland and Doreen Lindenbluth are both today 
residents of Beth Protea. On the 28th May 1967, Raie, who 
for many years worked at Telfed, wrote to her family in 
Cape Town:
“Blankets, sheets, towels and hot water bottles were 
collected. No-one refuses. We all give and more. It’s like 
caring for a child in danger – Israel is our child and we 
want to protect her. How extraordinary to be in a country 
expecting war. The stillness and partially empty streets – 
its ominously frightening, and I often feel butterflies in my 
tummy, but then it passes.
“Journalists, like vultures are flocking in from the four 
corners of the earth with the prospect of disaster. The panic 
at the airport is over and most of the tourists have left….”
Barney (Raie’s late husband) had dug trenches with 
Michael, her son. Writes Raie: “No job is too menial or too 
small. Rabbis – with a special dispensation concerning the 
Sabbath – were digging trenches at the school yesterday, 
driving delivery trucks and writing out instructions – all on 
Shabbat!
“….I would not be anywhere else – as a Jewess, this is where 
I belong.”
On the 7th June, Doreen Lindenbluth, who came to Israel in 
1951 and offered her services as a social worker to the late 
Dr. Mary Gordon at a Ma’abara at Petach Tikva, wrote to 
her mother in Cape Town:

“My mother-in-law is staying with us and has been working 
like mad pasting black-out over all the windows. Up and 
down the ladder, even though she has a sore back. Now 
she wants to do voluntary work. I must confess that this 
morning, when the sirens sounded and my daughters were 
not at home, I got panicky.”

On the 9th June, Avril Shulman, a resident of Herzliya wrote 
to her parents in Cape town:
“I am so proud to be the wife of a sabra. In the last three 
weeks, I have lived a lifetime. Even as I write, I do not know 
where Amnon is or how he is. I hope and pray and wait.”
Avril had to wait until the 20th June when she again wrote 
to her parents:
“It was two o’clock in the morning and there was a knock 
at the front door. I jumped out of bed, daring to hope, and 
on opening the door, there stood a hunk of man dressed in 
an Israeli uniform with Egyptian boots, a Russian gun, and 
a South African tog bag, covered from head to foot in Sinai 
dust, but looking very familiar. The reunion is something I 
cannot describe.”

One of the many South Africans who fought in the Six Day 
War was the late David “Migdal” Teperson. No surprise 

Off to the Frontline. Local children and women waving to an Israeli army unit passing through a town on the 10 June 1967 on their way into 
action along the Syrian border.
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here – he held the exclusive honour in the IDF of having 
participated in every war from 1948 to Protective Edge - 
mostly in combat. It was only from the Second Lebanese 
War, he was no longer allowed in the frontline but could 
bring supplies by truck “to my boys.”
On the 15th of June 1967, “we were lined up under our 
camouflage nets, amongst the trees at the side of the road 
in company formation. We had orders not to move around 
too much so that we would not be spotted by the Egyptian 
air force. At daybreak, we saw our airplanes fly over us, 
flip their wings in salute, and continue towards the Sinai. 
Suddenly a dispatch rider on a motorbike came charging 
down between our columns shouting, “switch on your 
radios.” As soon as we did, we heard the password “red 
sheet” and the orders “move, move, move”! We launched 
our attack against the Egyptian forces in Sinai.”
Migdal’s division was ordered to break through a fortified 
stronghold at Rafiah, situated between the Gaza strip, Sinai 
and Israel. For Migdal, it felt like déjà vu. Following the War 
of Independence, the 1956 war and “now again in 1967 – this 
was the third time I was fighting in the same area.”
His division’s objective was to cut off El Arish. “We captured 
close to 800 Egyptian prisoners of war, who we kept in a 
temporary stockade. I had taken prisoners of war around 
the same position in 1948 as a corporal; in 1956 as a platoon 
commander, and now again, in 1967 as number 2 company 
commander.”
While waiting to move on, “we listened to a small battery 
radio. We heard the Egyptian news broadcasts in English 
and Hebrew. They were reporting on major battles being 
waged towards Tel Aviv, with hundreds of Israeli dead and 
prisoners of war taken. We were also listening to the Israeli 
news, on which we heard that east Jerusalem, and the 
Western Wall had been captured by our paratroopers. On 
hearing the news, the boys cried, especially the old soldiers 
who had fought in the 1948 war.”
Migdal would fight all the way to the Suez Canal and 
remained there after the ceasefire. “Being English speaking, 
whenever international newspaper reporters arrived, it was 
my duty to explain to them whatever was permitted about 
our lines and about the battle. I met many famous reporters 
and media people, for instance the photojournalists from 
Time-Life. My family from abroad would send me clippings 
from their local newspapers with articles in which I featured.”

Far from Migdal in the Sinai, was 31-year-old Ian Rogow 
fighting fiercely on the outskirts of Jerusalem. A resident 
today of north Tel Aviv, on the 19th June, Ian wrote to his 

List of countries from which volunteers came 
and their numbers as at the 5th July, 1967.

England, 1,295  Southern Africa, 861  France, 607
USA, 301  Belgium, 285  Argentinia, 277

Spain, Germany, Switzerland & Austria, 262
Canada, 236  Scandinavia, 135  Uruguay, 117

Australia, 111  Italy, 110  Holland, 90  Brazil, 68 Chile, 66 
 Venezuela, 55  Other Latin countries, 164

Total, 5,043

Rubble Rousers. A group of young foreign volunteers clearing 
rubble on Hebrew University on Mount Scopus in June 1967 

Towering Teperson. Having participated in all Israel’s wars, David 
“Migdal” Teperson visiting the sites of previous battles, including the 
Six Day War.
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family in Cape Town:
“On Monday, 5th June, my company was moved after dark 
to the front where kibbutz Ramat Rachel, east of Jerusalem, 
forks the border with Jerusalem. That night we took a 
terrible hammering, and the shells of heavy 120mm mortars 
and long-distance artillery beat down on us like hail storms.
It was a long night and the machine gun and rifle fire found 
only brief moments of respite during the dark hours.
“I shall carry with me to the end of my days, the memory 
of the long, drawn-out, sibilant whistle that so ominously 
precedes the explosion of a mortar shell. At first, you’re 
frightened as hell, and you strain to push your whole 
body into your steel helmet like a snail retreating into its 
protective shell as you dig into mother-earth tighter, and 
wish your trench was deeper, and you think of God and pray. 
But you have to fight back, and soon you condition yourself 
against hitting the dirt with every bone-chilling shriek of an 
incoming shell.”
By the time dawn broke, Ramat Rachel was safe and by 
nightfall, “we were in Bethlehem, white flags flying from 
the rooftops and the Royal Jordanian army not in sight. The 
next day we were in Hebron, and here too, the white flags 
fluttered prominently from every roof-top.”
The remaining danger, Ian writes were, “unseen snipers. We 
lost many a life to the bullet of a rifle fitted with a telescopic 
sight and triggered by a well concealed finger.”
Ian concludes this long letter of further wartime encounters 
through Gush Etzion with:
“Let our political successes match our military victory as 
some small compensation for the heavy price we paid – so 

as not to let down those who gave their lives for the gain we 
have made by the sword.”

In a follow up letter on the 9th June, Pat Slevin again writes 
to her sister Muriel:
“It seems it’s all over bar the jubilation and the heartache 
of the families who have lost loved ones, and the pain and 
suffering of the wounded.
“Who could have thought on Monday morning when the 
Egyptian tanks crossed the border, that on Friday morning 
I would be writing to you like this! Last night at 10 o’clock, 
we received the news of Egypt’s consent to a cease-fire; this 
morning at 7 o’clock Syria’s, and at 8 o’clock, the telegram 
from our Southern commander that our men were on the 
banks of the Suez Canal. I’m privileged to have been here 
and to have lived through this moment in Israel’s destiny.”

Victory in the Six Day War brought the reunification of 
Jerusalem. For one South African, Mendel Kaplan (z’l), 
who served as Chairman of the Jewish Agency (1987-
1995), wanted to celebrate this fruition by contributing to 
strengthening Jewish roots to the recaptured Old City.
In 1975 he had lunch with the mayor of Jerusalem, Teddy 
Kollek, which gave him much ”food” for thought. 
This meeting led to Mendel becoming an associate of the 
Jerusalem Foundation and following his inspiration, his 
family foundation supported several projects to get off the 
ground or literally in two cases – go underground.

Farewell to Arms. Ian Rogow says goodbye to 
wife Pearl and two young children as he goes off 
to war.

Back in Battle. Writing to his parents from the battlefield in June 1967 that he hoped this 
will be the last war, Ian Rogow (left) found himself on the bank of the Suez Canal during the 
1973 Yom Kippur War, where he is greeted here by the Mayor of Jerusalem, Teddy Kollek.
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The three projects in the reunited Jerusalem were: The City 
of David, the Western Wall Tunnels and the Old Yishuv 
Court Museum.
Back in the seventies “when few had even heard of the 
original capital of the Jewish People we began preparations 
here at the City of David,” explained Mendel on his 70th 
birthday, while acting as a guide through the City of David 
with the late Dr. Yigal Shiloh who carried out the early 
excavations. 
“It was here,” continued Mendel, “where we are now 

standing, where King David established his kingdom and 
he chose this sight, rather than the high ground where the 
Old City stands today, because beneath us lay the source 
of water.”  
While today, most tourists to Israel will take the tunnel 
tour next to the Western Wall, few would be aware that 
it was Mendel that sponsored Dr. Dan Bahat, the district 
archaeologist of Jerusalem for many years, to make a 
detailed plan of the Western Wall area.  “This was the first 
time that this had been done,” revealed Mendel. 
Wanting to educate people as to what Jewish life was like 
in the Old City before the exile in 1948, Mendel invested in 
the restoration of an ancient stone house located between 
the Armenian and the Jewish quarters of the Old City in Or 
Ha’Chaim Street. Today it is known as the Old Yishuv Court 
Museum and provides a window into Jewish life in the 
Old City in the 19th century, revealing how Jewish families 
communally lived together around a central courtyard. 
The museum opened on the 28th April 1976 by President 
Eprahim Katzir. Today, in the 21st century, Jewish life in the 
Old City is more vibrant than ever before in history.

Fifty years on from the Six Day War and the reunification of 
Jerusalem, the nation is strong. Israel is a vibrant democracy 
in a neighbourhood of autocracies. Its economy is booming 
and its universities are churning out graduates that will 
spearhead our small country into a big future.
While the history of this land may read like a chronicle of 
‘War Stories”, the Israel of 2017 is a ‘Success Story’ with 
Southern Africans in the vanguard.  

Men with a Mission. Mendel Kaplan (left), former Chairman of 
the BOG of the Jewish Agency with Jerusalem Mayor, Teddy Kollek 
visiting a renovated historical site in a reunited Jerusalem.

Breather between Battles. Israeli soldiers, boys and girls take time 
out in the Six Day War.

The Name of the Game. Whether on the battlefield or draughts 
board, strategy won the day.  
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Happy 50th wedding 
anniversary to Avron 
& Avrille Moss - Leon 

& Ann Moss, Riwa 
& Ron Lapid, Sandra 

Brown, Stanley & 
Elaine Finkelstein, 
Arthur & Vivien 

Wolman 

Happy 75th birthday 
to Eric Glick from 
- Loraine &  Mike 
Solomon, Isaac & 
Maureen Lipshitz, 
Barbara & Norman 

Emdin 

Keren Telfed & other funds
Please remember Keren Telfed when you are celebrating happy occasions, when you are 
invited to enjoy meals with friends, or to pay tribute to the memories of loved ones.  The 
Keren Telfed Fund was started over 30 years ago.  Donations are used to assist Southern 

Africans in Israel during times of individual or family need and are tax-deductible. All 
donations are acknowledged in the magazine as soon as possible after receipt thereof.  

Please contact the office to make your donation: 09-7907819 or donations@telfed.org.il

 
 
Donors 
Allan & Carol Feinblum 
Allan & Carol Feinblum 
Ann & Leon Moss 
Annette Gordon 
Barbara & Norman Emdin 
Basil & Zena Berelowitz 
Bebe Helen Feldman 
Bella Alswang 
Bernard & Shirley Suskin 
David & Hilary Zetler 
Delia & Cyril Malbin 
Denise & Harold Kalmin 
Elana & Samuel Sher 
Ernest & Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper 
Errol Sapire 
Fonda Dubb 
Fonda Dubb 
Franklin & Lucy Plein 
Gerald & Freda Wolman 
Gregory & Nellie Goodvach 
Helga & Solomon Gelgor 
Ida Suskin 
Ilana Dreyer 
Isaac & Maureen Lipshitz 
Jack & Janice Friedberg 
Joyce & Mervyn Lasovsky 
Judy Cohen 
Leon & Ann Moss 
Libby & Max Strous 
Loraine &  Mike Solomon 
Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson 
Marie & Hilton Tapnack 
Max & Libby Strous 
Mervyn & Desiree Galansky 
Mervyn & Joyce Lasovsky 
Mike & Ros Ayl 
Monty & Marlene Sacho 
Morris Galgut 
Myrna Kolevsohn
Pat & Cecil Breiter 

Honorees 
Robert & Dianne Feinblum - 50th wedding anniversary 
Mandy Herman - 90th birthday 
Ruben & Lily Katz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Bebe Feldman - Grandson Adir - Bar Mizvah 
Eric Glick - 75th birthday 
Ivan & Rene Perel - 50th wedding anniversary 
Franklin Plein - 70th birthday 
Gaby Haimovitz - 90th birthday 
Ian Waldbaum - 75th birthday 
Avi Mitrani - 70th birthday 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper - 80th birthday 
Neville Berman - 70th birthday 
Herman Hirschmann - Happy birthday 
Jos Joffe  - 80th birthday 
Adir Feldman - Bar Mizvah 
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
Estelle & David Taitz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Marcia Wayburne - 90th birthday 
Naomi Schmidt - Happy birthday 
Eric Glick - 75th birthday 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Marcia Wayburne - 90th birthday 
Annette Gordon - Grand-daughter’s Bat Mizvah 
Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary 
Eric Glick - 75th birthday 
Dorian Hatchuel - 60th birthday 
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary 
Ida Broll - 66th birthday 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Jos Joffe - 80th birthday 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary
Barbara & Norman Emdin - 25th wedding anniversary
Emily Hartsman - 95th birthday 

KEREN TELFED FUND (general assistance to the community as needed)
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Happy 60th wedding 
anniversary to Basil & 
Joyce Geller  from - 

Elana & Samuel Sher, 
Nathan & Shirley 

Kansky, Gregory & 
Nellie Goodvach, Rona 
Kruger, Sadie Symon 

HonoreesDonors
Phillip & Rochelle Levy 
Phyllis Collins 
Phyllis Collins 
Riwa & Ron Lapid 
Rochelle & Bokkie Zegal 
Rochelle, Phillip & all the Levy Family 
Rona Kruger 
Rona Kruger 
Ros & Yossie Gaitelband 
Rosalie Benson 
Rosalie Benson 
Rosalie Benson 
Sadie Symon 
Sandra Brown 
Selma & Lennie Cartoon 
Sharon & Julian Peerutin 
Sheila Swiel & family 
Sidney & Irit Kaplan 
Solly & Estelle Sher 
Stanley & Elaine Finkelstein 
Stuart & Lyn Zinn 
Sydney Joffe & Myra Levin 
Tal, Gili, Amit & Adi Rubin 
The Chikly family 
The Fabian Family in Israel & South Africa 

Becky Marock 
Leon & Mireille Favish 
Malcolm & Maureen Finn 
Becky Marock 
Vicky Scher
 

 
Alex & Ethne Tolkin
Beatrice Perling 
Beatrice Perling 
Brenda Kaplan 
Eddie & Natalie Shapiro 
Ruth & Yossi Mor 

Phyllis Sachar - 97th birthday 
Joyce Lasovsky - Happy birthday 
Marcia Wayburne - 90th birthday 
Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
Ivan & Rene Perel - 50th wedding anniversary 
Neville Berman - 70th birthday 
Leah Hyman - 90th birthday 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
Anne Wolff - 95th birthday 
Samantha Benson - 50th birthday 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Leslie & Julia Benson - 25th wedding anniversary 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
Neville Berman - 70th birthday 
Lauren Kessel - 40th birthday 
Leah Hyman - Special birthday 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Shai, Caron & Ido - Shai’s Bat Mizvah 
Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
Joyce Katz - birthday 
Neil & Barbara Schwartz - 60th wedding anniversary 
Gaby Haimovitz - 90th birthday 
Jill Kussel - 70th birthday 
Jeff Fabian - 88th birthday 

 
Bella Bergman - 90th birthday 
Franklin Plein - 70th birthday 
Jos Joffe - 80th birthday 
Steve & Thelma Miller - 50th wedding anniversary 
Julie Hadar - 80th birthday 
 

Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper - 80th birthday
Brad & Alison Perling - Mazal Tov for the birth of their son 
Elizabeth Schneider Kuper - Special birthday 
In loving memory of Theo Kaplan 
In loving memory of father Myer Jacob Shapiro 
In loving memory of Walter Katz 

Happy 90th birthday to - Gaby Haimovitz, Marcia Wayburne, Leah Hyman, Bella Bergman, Hymie Malbin and Gesmond Birkhahn.  

HELPING HAND (for the elderly, families at risk, single parents & families with special needs)

LONE SOLDIERS FUND (to assist Southern African & Australian lone soldiers) 
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Happy 80th birthday 
to Charles Berelowitz 
from - Delia & Cyril 

Malbin , Jack & Janice 
Friedberg, Mervyn 

& Desiree Galansky, 
Ethlee & Leslie 

Dembo, Sidney & Irit 
Kaplan

WOOLF RAKIN MEMORIAL BURSARY 
FUND (supported by Rakin family and 

friends) Renee Rakin - Honouring friends 
and family, Jonathan Penkin - 80th birthday, 
Hayley Schonland - Congratulations on her 

marriage to Natan 

Happy 60th birthday 
to Dorian Hatchuel  

from - Maish & 
Jocelyn Isaacson, 

Debbie  Chitiz,  
Debbie Katzav,  Gerald 

& Freda Wolman  

Alan & Rita Liferow 
Andrea Armist, Jodi, Oren & Omer 
Arnold & Peggy Friedman 
Brenda Kaplan 
Eddie & Natalie Shapiro 
Eleanor, Kevin, Shayne, Mic Mann & Families 
Glenda Leigh 
Golda Rosen 
Jack & Sarah Goodman 
Jeannette & Marke Markovitz 
Jonathan & Revital Lessick 
Moritz & Leah Kleinman 
Rhona & Morris Strauss 
Rhona & Morris Strauss 
Ronit Boyd 
Rose Lurie 
Ruth & Yossi Mor 
Sonia Levy
 

 
 
Alan & Rita Liferow 
Annette Milliner-Giladi & Jillian Milliner 
Freda Essakow & family & Dan Sharon  
Ivor & Roni Wolf 
Renee Griller 

Renee Griller & the Sharon Family 

Sidney & Michele Shapiro 

 
Ilana Dreyer 
Ilana Dreyer 

 
 

HonoreesDonors

SUSAN SHARON LONE SOLDIER PROJECT 
(to assist lone soldiers upon completion of their army service, as they settle in to civilian life in Israel)

CARING FOR THE ELDERLY - JOINT KEREN TELFED/BETH PROTEA FUND 

BURSARY FUND FOR SOLDIERS

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

In loving memory of Meyer & Grace Liferow 
In loving memory of her in laws - Ben & Judy Armist 
In loving memory of Neil Freed & David Silbowitz 
In loving memory of Theo Kaplan 
In loving memory of father Myer Jacob Shapiro 
In loving Memory of beloved brother Jack Mann 
In loving memory Roy & Gladys Gerstle 
In loving memory of Ronnie Rosen 
In loving memory of Fay Cohen 
In loving memory & in appreciation of Susan Sharon 
In memory of beloved dear mother Claire Lessick 
In loving Memory of Gerald Kleinman 
In loving memory of Lesley Deborah Waks 
In loving memory of Melville & Goldie Levin 
In loving memory of Naomi Schroder 
In loving memory of beloved daughter Melanie Aronowich 
In loving memory of Walter Katz 
In loving memory of Fred Levy

 
 
 
In loving memory of Meyer & Grace Liferow 
Hymie Malbin - 90th birthday 
In loving memory of Susan Sharon 
Judy Eliasov - Special birthday 
Annette Milliner-Giladi - Congratulations on 
the outstanding award 
In beloved memory of Susan Sharon on the occasion 
of her birthday 
In loving memory of Susan Sharon 
 

 
In loving memory of David Schmidt, grandparents aunts & uncles
In loving memory of David Schmidt 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Happy 60th wedding 
anniversary to Neil 
& Barbara Schwartz  

from - Denise & 
Harold Kalmin, Mike 

& Ros Ayl,  Morris 
Galgut, Rosalie 

Benson, Sydney Joffe 
& Myra Levin 

Janice Shrier 

 
Debbie Chitiz 
Debbie Katzav 
Gerald & Freda Wolman 
 

Margaret Borok 
 

 
 

Arthur & Vivien Wolman 
Arthur & Vivien Wolman 
Arthur & Vivien Wolman 
Jackie & Davina Shmueli 

Nathan & Shirley Kansky 

 

Diane & Harry Shaer 
Eddie & Natalie Shapiro 
Ethlee & Leslie Dembo 
Yair & Tessa Chelouche 

 
Renee Rakin 
Renee Rakin 

 

The Participants in the 70th Reunion Cruise

HonoreesDonors

KEREN ALIZA  

ISAAC OCHBERG MEMORIAL FUND 

MARILYN CHAZAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

MAURICE OSTROFF MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND 

MAYER PINCUS BAREL FUND 

SAM LEVIN BURSARY FUND 

SURF FUND (Special Urgent Relief Fund) 

PRAS SCHOLARSHIPS 

WOOLF RAKIN MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND (supported by Rakin family & friends)

TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community Initiative) 

DENTAL EMERGENCY FUND 

In honour & in appreciation of Bennie Penzick 

 
Dorian Hatchuel - 60th birthday 
Dorian Hatchuel - 60th birthday 
Dorian Hatchuel - 60th birthday 
 
 

In honour & in appreciation of Dave Kaplan 
 
 

Avron & Avrille Moss - 50th wedding anniversary 
In appreciation & sincerest thanks to Ari Goldsmith 
Elizabeth Schneider Kuper - 80th birthday 
Congratulations to Yaara & Omri on the birth of son 
Adam & brother Yahli’s 2nd birthday 
Basil & Joyce Geller - 60th wedding anniversary 
 

Gesmond Birkhahn - 90th birthday 
In loving memory of father Myer Jacob Shapiro 
Charles Berelowitz - 80th birthday 
Eli & Leah Freund - 60th birthdays 
 

 
Jonathan Penkin - 80th birthday 
Hayley Schonland - Congratulations on the marrigae to Natan 
 
 

 

 
In honour of the reunion event
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Happy Special 
birthday to Elizabeth 

Schneider Kuper 
from - Arthur & Vivien 
Wolman and Beatrice 

Perling, Ernest & 
Elizabeth Schneider-
Kuper, Alex & Ethne 

Tolkin 

Happy 25th wedding 
anniversary to Barbara 

& Norman Emdin 
from - Gerald & Freda 
Wolman, Libby & Max 
Strous, Marie & Hilton 

Tapnack , Monty 
& Marlene Sacho, 
Myrna Kolevsohn
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If the interwar years in South Africa were a 
“tumultuous time” particularly with the worldwide 
economic slump giving rise to large numbers of 
‘poor whites’, then for Jews - suffering its odious 
effects with the growth of militant Afrikaner 
nationalism modeling itself on Nazi Germany – 
it was a tempestuous time and hence the title of 
Prof. Milton Shain’s latest book:
‘A Perfect Storm’ – Anti-Semitism in South 
Africa 1930-1948.

 A leading scholar on the history of South Africa’s 
Jewish community, Shain exposes the explosion of anti-
Semitism in South Africa during the period 1930-1948, 
carefully documenting the rise of the “Jewish Question”. 
He reveals how the radical right’s malevolent message 
took centre stage in political life; how demagoguery found 
traction amongst the white population and how vulgar anti-
Semitism seeped into mainstream politics.
The book introduces the reader to 
the bedrock of this toxic landscape 
by opening with two quotes from Dr. 
D.F.Malan, who would emerge Prime 
Minister in 1948, leading his Nationalist 
Party to power. A decade earlier, as 
Leader of the Opposition, he embraced 
a collective national antipathy towards 
the country’s Jewish citizens:
 “South Africa has a Jewish problem, 

and we cannot deal with it effectively 
unless we name it specifically, and face 
it squarely.” (Address to the House of 
Assembly, 12 January 1937) and

 “If the Jew in South Africa gets more 
power than he now has and becomes 
more powerful economically, then I 
ask, what future is there for the rest of 
the people in South Africa.” (Sunday Times, 31 October 
1937)

Dr. Malan’s animus towards Jews was already in evidence 
in 1931. In November that year, as Minister of the Interior in 
General Herzog’s National Party government, he told Die 
Burger that “it is very easy to rouse a feeling of hate towards 
the Jews in this country.” The ground was fertile, and the 
Nationalists nurtured it. This was the period characterised 
globally by ‘The Great Depression’ - however for the 
Jewish community in South Africa, the word “depression” 

extended beyond the economic to anxiety over its future 
as evident in this 31 May report in the South African Jewish 
Chronicle that “there has risen an anti-Jewish feeling that 
was unknown, or at any rate, unnoticed before.” 
How different were the sentiments categorising a “Jewish 
Problem” in South Africa from what was being espoused by 
the Nazis in Germany?
Like the blasting foghorn from Green Point’s lighthouse - a 
short distance from the parliament - Malan’s speeches in its 
House of Assembly sounded no less an ominous warning. 
To understand how this “storm” struck landfall, the author 
poses the questions:
 “Why was a demagogic, simplistic and vulgar message 

able to gain such traction?” 
 “Why did the National Party – and especially Malan, a 

man with only a hint of animus towards Jews prior to 
1930 – mimic the discourse of the radical right, and 
why was the ‘Jewish Question’ such a useful vehicle for 
political mobilisation?” 

 “What induced the United Party (strongly 
supported by Jews) to succumb to pressure 
from the National Party and the radical right 
and introduce legislation that halted the influx 
of Jewish refugees?”

 “What was the reason to continue 
targeting Jews, long after this legislation, 
with added calls to limit their involvement in 
commerce and the professions?” 

 “Finally, why was European fascism with 
its exclusive orientation in which the Jew 
had no place, so seductive?”

Shain engages all these questions as he 
tracks chronologically the growth of anti-
Semitism in the 1930s and 1940s and 
counters the historian Dunbar Moodie’s 
assertion that anti-Semitism in the 1938 

general election was a “muted theme”. On the contrary, 
Prof. Shain argues that “Jew-hatred was not a marginal 
factor in South African public life during these troubling 
years,” and in fact “had demonstrable appeal”.
The obsession with Jews - fueled by the fear of economic 
competition - underpinned the Immigration Quota Act 
of 1930, which effectively curtailed the influx of eastern 
European Jewry. Every nation has the right to “maintain 
its own particular type of civilisation,” said Dr. Malan and 
author of the bill to an approving parliament in defence of the 
act. Tellingly, English-speakers supported the legislation, as 
revealed by historian Sally Peberdy writing that Jews were 
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simply “the wrong type of immigrant because although 
white, they were the wrong race.”
In defence of his bill before a crowded chamber, Dr. Malan 
explained its aim in stemming the “increasing stream of 
alien immigration, mainly from Lithuania, Poland, Latvia and 
Russia”, in other words - Jews! 
“These immigrants”, he said “are unproductive” and 
expressed alarm at the decrease in the stream of Nordic 
immigration. 

Whereas prior to the quota act, anti-Jewish antipathy had 
mainly been expressed “at the level of ideas,” in the 1930 and 
1940s “it mutated into public policy.” Major political parties 
exploited this trend as “private anti-Semitism” morphed 
into “public anti-Semitism” as anti-Semitic rhetoric of the 
earlier years was “injected into the bloodstream of South 
Africa’s body politic.” It was, in the words of the author, “a 
perfect storm”.
Nothing captures the mood and tempo of these climatic 
times of transition than the direct quotations selected by 
Prof. Shain.
How chilling are the 
words of Louis T. 
Weichardt (1894-
1985) who founded the 
Greyshirts, modelled on 
Nazi Germany’s brown-
shirted Sturmabteilung. 
He would, after 
the war, become a 
senator for Natal in Dr. 
Malan’s National Party 
government, but back on 
October the 26,1933 he 
had this to say: 
“…if a Jew does not want 
to be put in his place, we 
shall put him there. What 
objection can the Chosen 
Race have if I recommend 
a policy by which they would be happily settled in their own 
country? What, I ask you, is wrong in that we want to assist 
them in that direction?”

However, for me, the most disturbing verbiage came from 
a horticulturist and the leader of the Natal Greyshirts Ray 
(RK) Rudman, who in Newcastle on the 17th June, 1934 
addressed an audience with the following:

 “While we are squabbling, Ikey is rubbing his dirty greasy 
hands, and we are paying the price in blood and tears…Every 
Jew is a skunk. There is not a single good Jew. They are all 
evil and filthy. Every mother must warn her sons of the fate 
with which is by his hands of Zion and send her husband and 
sons out to fight this evil. I urge you, Comrades, forget your 
animosity, and British, Boer and German, come out together 
as one man and fight Judaism until we have strangled the 
snake and it lies dead at our feet. This is a religious fight. The 
fight for Christianity.”
Rudman followed up telling a largely farming audience of 
about 300 (estimated at 40% German, 40% English and 
20% Afrikaans) at Dalton, a village near Pietermaritzburg, 
that Jews “had their poison fangs” into South Africa. The 
audience sat spellbound listening how Jews intended to 
“conquer the world with their slyness of the snake, whose 
head is represented by the Chief Jews and the body of the 
snake the Jewish people themselves… Their women assist 
them and are the surest spreaders of licentiousness into the 
lives of leading men of every country.”
Rudman claimed that Jews crept into the “highest positions 
in the land” and that “their breath taints and degrades every 
profession”. 
Sound familiar?

Although South Africa’s Jews were a continent apart from 
the ‘Tsunami’ that bloodied the landscape of Europe, as I 
turned the final page of ‘The Perfect Storm’, it invited the 
question: 
What page would have been turned in the history of South 
African Jewry had the Nazis not lost the war, for in the same 
year that the state of Israel was declared in 1948, those 
same racist rogues came to power in South Africa?   

From Germany with Hate. A South African cartoon advocating 
the extermination of its Jewish community, which is depicted as an 
octopus with its tentacles controlling all the major components of the 
country’s economy. (Courtesy SAJBOD)

Poster Boy Nazi. Louis Weichardt, 
founded the SA National Socialist 
organisation known as the 
Greyshirts. Interned during WWII, 
he would in the fifties serve as a 
provincial senator in Natal.
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Lady Macbeth’s lament “Out, damn'd spot! out, I say!” 
came to mind during the riveting discussion following 
Michal Hatual Radoshitzky’s presentation on her research 
on “The Connection of Apartheid to Israel in International 
Discourse.”
Clearly, the level of passion expressed at the Truth be Told 
(TbT) event held in January at Beth Protea, reflected how 
personal its impact is felt by South Africans in Israel. 
This was so poignantly and poetically portrayed by one 
former South African participant, Gail Lustig and Chairman 
of Beth Protea, who remarked that Apartheid - despite its 
unfair comparison with Israel - “somehow follows me like 
a shadow.” 
In fact, it was “something personal” that inspired this young 
political scientist to choose this research for her PhD.  Today, 

Michal is a Neubauer Research Associate at the Institute 
for National Security Studies (INSS) and Post-Doctoral 
Research Fellow at the University of Haifa.
After matriculating at King David School in Johannesburg, 
Michal made Aliyah, served in the IDF, and after her BA, 
immersed herself in the 2003 Geneva Initiative aimed at 
arriving at a permanent status agreement to end the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.
Meeting diplomats, traveling around the world, and 
addressing audiences, “whenever they heard my South 
African accent, they made a connection and asked me about 
Apartheid in Israel - as if the association was a given!” 
Overwhelmed by this constant accusatory barrage, she 
decided to “one day,” academically explore how Israel 
arrived at this globally contrived pariah status. The “one 
day” arrived after “I gave birth to my twin boys in 2012” 
and enrolled for a PhD at Haifa University. “I wanted to 
understand what was common to both conflicts on a 

subject that was so under-researched.”
She devised a model and tested it on three other conflicts of 
self-determination - the Kurds from Turkey, the Chechens 
from Russia and the Northern Irish from Great Britain. Her 
model produced four variables that needed to converge for 
a state to be stigmatized internationally as an Apartheid 
state.

And while the discussion traversed from why “Israel 
should be a light unto the nations” to “Israel is not obliged 
to commit national suicide for the sake of international 
opinion”, the aim of the presentation was less to delve into 
the complexity of the subject but to understand how the 
comparison is cunningly contrived and presented to a world 
audience. Michal produced statistics showing over the last 

fifteen years since the infamous 2001 World Conference 
against Racism Conference in Durban, how Israel has 
been stigmatized out of all proportion - in the international 
media; resolutions and statements at the UN, and global 
diplomatic discourse. The results are frightening!
The meeting proved instructive in equipping those in an 
enduring battle that is only going to intensify. 
Taking pride in Israel’s liberal policies, particularly in 
comparison to those of its non-democratic neighbors far 
more deserving of the Apartheid appellation than Israel, 
the core concern was: How does TbT and its colleagues, 
grapple with the international discourse that questions 
Israel’s democratic character?
As one participant remarked: “The track ahead is far; the 
journey will be long.”
“Stock up!” quipped another. 
Not sure if the reference was for food or liquor!   

Hard Times. Challenging the Apartheid comparison with Israel are (l-r) Rusty Rostowsky, 
Hertzel Katz, Michal Radoshitzky, Linda Barron, Harris Green, Rolene Marks and Dov Randel.

Researcher Michal Radoshitzky

By David E. Kaplan
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There is nothing ordinary about Beth Protea resident Judy 
Bernstein. However, what is even more extraordinary about 
this London-born former South African when she stepped 
onto the stage in Jerusalem for ‘The Next Star’ (HaKohav 
HaBah) was that she was already ‘a star’ – from seventy 
years ago!
“What am I doing here surrounded by all these young 
people?” she thought as she took to the stage in Jerusalem 
this past January to sing Frank Sinatra’s “My Way”. She was 
competing for a place to represent Israel at the Eurovision 
in Kiev.
It was not going all Judy’s “way”, as “My Way” would not 
have been either her first “nor even my last” choice. 
“At 89 years of age, I am expected to sing “And now, the 
end is near, and so I face my final curtain”. C’mon man!” she 

says laughing, “gimme a break!”
Although it went off well, why had Judy not gone with her 
own choice?
“Because I had no choice.” 
Judy wanted to sing the Cole Porter classic I get a Kick Out 
of You but when the director asked, “Who is Cole Porter?” 
she could just have easily ‘got a kick’ of kicking him off the 
stage!”
Anyway, on the big night and looking at her fan club sitting 
in the front row - friends including Beth Protea director Lynn 
Lochoff - Judy sang the Ol’ Blue Eye’s favourite and although 
she qualified for the next round, she declined to continue. 
She had achieved what few stars had before her - not even 
Frank Sinatra - singing on stage at 89 years of age!

It all started during ‘The Blitz’ in London.  Judy joined the 

children being evacuated from the city but when her mother 
heard that “I was eating treif, she thought I was ‘safer’ in 
the blitz and sent my brother to bring me back to London. 
However, no schools were functioning because there were 
no children; only a solitary theatre school, and that is where 
I went and received my training.”
In the post-war years, under her maiden surname Layne, 
Judy performed across the globe - her native England, 
Europe, Iceland, Australia, the USA and South Africa, where 
she was invited in 1961 to perform as Nancy in the musical 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ ‘Oliver’. 

A big hit, she went on to perform throughout South Africa, 
sharing the bill with such celebrities at the time as Jim 
Reeves in 1963 as well as appearing at top venues such as 

The Beachcomber at the new Beach Hotel in Durban.
However, it was not only theatrical agents who had their 
eyes on Judy, also Jewish mothers!
One such was Mrs. Bernstein from Pretoria who, following 
a blind date with her son, “decided I was the one, and did 
everything to hitch us.” 
She succeeded - and this was despite a “disastrous” first 
date. “Norman pitched up in an old car, smelling as if he had 
just come from a farm - which he had!”
Married life did not remove her from the limelight, and after 
years of performing, she  go on to produce and direct. It has 
been a life filled with music and even though approaching 
ninety, she continues to entertain her fellow residents at 
Beth Protea.
Her apartment looks like a studio’s office with giant 
photographs, newspaper cuttings, and album cover posters 
of a young elegant Judy Layne in her heyday. 
At 89, Judy is still making “hey”!   

Early Days. A young Judy Layne in 
London.

Still a Star. Waiting the public’s vote on 
HaKohav HaBah (‘The Next Star’)

Her Way. Judy singing Sinatra’s ‘My Way’
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 One of the more bizarre revelations by renowned Israeli 
philatelist Lawrence Fisher during his presentation of “My 
World of Stamp Collecting’ at Beth Protea in February, was 
“some country introducing a pleasant taste to the glue of 
the stamp.” 
How considerate! 
Far less considerate is the damage done to Israel’s image by 
Arab counties – and contrary to international protocols of 
postage – to use stamps to denigrate Israel.
Following an introduction by Israel Philatelic Commissioner 
Dr. Les Glasman, his esteemed colleague, a software 
programmer by profession, gave a riveting presentation on 
his journey from “schoolboy stamp-collector” to overseas 
exhibitor and judge.

Fascinating for Lawrence, has been viewing the Arab-Israeli 

conflict through the prism of stamps!
In the protocols of the Universal Postal Union (UPS), to 
which all stamp-issuing entities are signatories, it is stated 
that postal administrations, in choosing themes for their 
issues of postal stamps, should “make every attempt to 
avoid topics or design of an offensive nature in respect of a 
person or a country.”
Contrary to this directive, there are countries that willfully 
use stamps as a political tool – most notably Arab countries, 
and their target –  the Jewish state. Their manipulation of 
the truth knows no bounds! 

During the eight-year Iran-Iraq War of the 1980s, an Iranian 
stamp commemorating a devastating attack on an Iranian 
school by Iraq, read: “The tragic bombardment of schools 
by the Zionist regime of Iraq”. One wonders how this went 
down with the ‘Butcher of Bagdad’! 
No doubt Saddam Hussein’s response was more lethal than 
a ‘sweet tasting’ stamp!
One of the most damaging and widely circulated stamps 
was the one of the 12-year-old boy, Mohammed el Durra, 
tragically caught in the crossfire between Israeli forces and 
Palestinian gunmen during the Second Intifada. While it 

Stamp Out Hatred. The political dimensions to stamps by Lawrence 
Fisher (left) and Dr. Les Glassman 

Vile goes Viral. One of the many stamps from Arab countries that 
falsely depicted a young Palestinian boy, Mohamad Al Dura, killed by 
Israeli forces during the Second Intifada.  

Spewing Venom. A Libyan stamp that reads “No Peace With Aggressors”.
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has been established that it was most likely not an Israeli 
bullet that killed Mohammad, the damage was done. 
Contributing to that ‘damage’ was the role of Nabil Sha’ath, 
the Palestinian Minister of Planning and a stamp collector 
himself, appealing to the Arab nations to issue stamps to 
commemorate the “murder”. Many Arab nations issued 
stamps, displaying the same picture that appeared in 
newspapers around the world.
The ‘Stamp War’ has been going on a long time. Lawrence 
shows a 1964 Jordanian stamp commemorating the 
establishment of the PLO at the Arab summit of that 
year with a map of Jordan stretching all the way to the 
Mediterranean Sea. Israel does not exist! 
Such hope persists amongst Israel’s neighbours.

In thanking Lawrence, Les, representing the Wits Alumni of 
Israel, related positive engagements with Arabs in the stamp 
world. One of the most emotive was when he represented 
Israel as a commissioner and exhibitor at the 2012 World 

Stamp Championship, Exhibition and Conference in 
Indonesia, the most populous Muslim country on earth 
- over 250 million - and which has no formal diplomatic 
relations with Israel. 
After handing out to all the officials, envelopes prepared 
by the Israel Philatelic Federation, nothing gave Les more 
joy then to hand over what was left, to a group of excited, 
smiling Indonesian school children. “The joy on their faces 
is something I will never forget.”
With the Israeli flag routinely set ablaze at demonstrations 
throughout the world, “Here were Muslim kids happily 
snapping up these Israeli first-day covers.” 
It only goes to show that stamp-collectors, like the stamps 
they covet, can cross not only physical borders but imaginary 
boundaries.
“Most Indonesians had never met an Israeli before let alone 
someone wearing a yarmulke,” said Les, “and while there 
were so many participants wearing ethnic headwear, we all 
looked beyond the apparel to the people within.” 
Maybe it takes a stamp collector to help stamp out 
prejudice?   

‘Stamping Out’ Judaism. A Yemen stamp depicting 
the “sacrifice of Abraham” as an exclusive Muslim 
event.

Dripping in Blood. A 2001 Oman stamp depicting 
Palestinian boy as ‘David’ about to sling a stone at the 
‘Goliath’ Israeli tank.

At Our Throats. A dagger in the 
heart of Israel in this Jordanian 
stamp.
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 “It was fascinating hearing about his relationship with 
Mandela,” said Telfed Media Chairwoman Rolene Marks 
following her interview of Jewish Agency chairman, Natan 
Sharansky for the WIZO 
televised series - Talking 
Tachlis.  Rolene who is World 
WIZO executive member in 
charge of Public Diplomacy 
was joined by Prof. Rivka 
Lazovsky, Chairperson of 
World WIZO.
“Following a moving account 
of his harrowing life as a 
‘Refusenick’ in the USSR, 
Sharansky addressed the 
global scourge of rising 
anti-Semitism around the 
world, viewing it through 
as he calls it, “My 3-D 
lens - Delegitimization, 
Demonisation and Double 
standards”. His stressed 
his concern for what was 
happening at university campuses across the globe, but 
most notably in the USA.”
Most moving to hear “was of his long-standing friendship 
with Nelson Mandela who personally invited him to 
visit South Africa as an observer of that country’s first 

democratic election in 1994.” This got Rolene thinking 
that “if the two most iconic human beings - one fighting 
Apartheid, the other fighting anti-Zionism - were friends, 

how could Zionism ever be 
equated with racism!”  
The two former political 
prisoners first came face to 
face at the Biltmore Hotel 
in Los Angeles on June 29, 
1990. 
The over 6-foot tall Nelson 
Mandela - released only four 
months earlier after 27 years 
in South African prisons - 
stood next to the diminutive 
Natan Sharansky, while a 
battery of photographers 
tried desperately to get the 
two men’s faces into the 
same close-up frame. A tall 
order!
During the brief photo 
session, Mandela jokingly 

apologised for having to look down on his short friend to 
which Sharansky responded that thanks to his diminutive 
stature, he could wrap the oversized prison clothes around 
his body during the cold Russian winters.
“Where I was, it was very hot,” was Mandela’s comeback.   

State of World Jewry. Once the most famous “Rufesenik”, JAFI 
Chairman, Natan Sharansky being interviewed by Rolene Marks 
(left) with Prof. Rivka Lazovsky, Chairperson of World WIZO.
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Arnold, youngest son of Harold and Hilary Starkowitz 
of Netanya  (formally of Pietersburg), married Moran, 
daughter of Israel and Tzipi Rozen of Ra’anana.

Yael, daughter of Marlene and Colin Shifrin of Kfar Saba, 
married Tal, son of Miriam and Shalom Hamri of Rosh 
Ha’Ayin.

Yaniv, son of Nadine and Stephen Kalmek of Kfar Saba, 
married Rinat, daughter of Ina and Eli Pekel of Kfar Saba.

Brannon, son of Jonathan and Lara Flink of Kfar Yona, 
married Ella, daughter of Samual and Bella Yacobov of 
Netanya. 

Miri, daughter of Alan and Beverley Polatinsky of Ra’anana, 
married Ran, son of Hezi and  Zehava Levy of Rishon Lezion.

Dani, son of Colin and Dawn Lotzof of Kibbutz Tzora, 
married Nitzan, daughter of Shai and Idit Kibitsky of Zichron 
Yaakov. 
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Telfed Chairman Maish 
Isaacson, members 
of the Directorate, 

Executive Council and all 
Staff express heartfelt 

condolences to families 
whose loved ones have 
passed away in recent 

months.

Aliza Robins (Herzliya)
Brian Shull (Ra’anana)
Dr. Theo Kaplan (Haifa)
Eliot Osrin (Cape Town)
Herman Hirschmann (Kiryat Ono)
Joan Weinstein (Netanya)
Laurie Sagiv (Rehovot) 
Louis Hare (Herzliya)
Minnie Zets (Herzliya)
Miriam Platzky (Jerusalem)
Molly Rabkin (Herzliya)
Morris (Gen) Franco (Ra’anana)

 It was was with enormous and heartfelt sadness that we 
learned of the recent passing of Eliot Osrin in Cape Town 
at the age of 84.  He was a mainstay and strong pillar of 
the Cape Town Jewish Community spending nearly 60 
years with the support of his wife Myra building up and 
supporting several communal institutions – notably the 
Herzlia Schools, Highlands House, Glendale Home, UCF- 
IUA and many more. He was noted for his own personal 
modesty, good humour and for being a true mensch.
A seasoned attorney who brought a lot of heart but practical 
experience to managing projects for the community – Eliot 

was renowned for his policy of first raising funds before 
committing to any building project.  Due to his exceptional 
financial acumen, he was instrumental in ensuring that all 
Cape Town Jewish Community institutions ran efficiently 
and within budget.
Well over 30 years ago, Eliot recognized the importance 
and good work being done by Telfed in Israel in supporting 
Southern Africans who chose to make Aliyah.  He facilitated 
the allocation of a number of important trust funds to Telfed’s 
management which to this day help our organisation provide 
its wide range of services. In the last few years, he also was 

instrumental in galvanizing fund 
raising for Telfed both personally 
and by inspiring a number of key 
donors.
During my chairmanship of 
Telfed, in recognition of this 
partnership and to salute their 
contribution, we named our 
offices in Ra’anana the “Eliot 
and Myra Osrin Administration 
Center”.   
He will be sorely missed by many 
in South Africa and in Israel and 
we wish Myra and the Osrin 
family Long Life.    

Dave Bloom

Morris Galgut (Ra’anana)
Myra Kowarsky (Herzliya)
Pamela Munitz (Ra’anana)
Phina Rosin (Herzliya)
Rochelle Sachar (Jerusalem)
Sidney (Zummy) Saitowitz (Moshav Yarhiv)
Solly Hotz (Ra’anana)
Solly Lerner (Timorim) 
Stephen Rabin (Zoran)
Tamar Ben Ami (Talmei Yosef) 
Wally Katz (Herzliya)
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All classified advertisements have to be paid in advance of publication. 
For payment by Credit Card, please contact Shireen Burt at Telfed Magazine production: 09-7907819

 Holiday Apts, Ra’anana, Herzliya Pituach,
 Jerusalem and Netanya, website www.rentisrael.com, 
info@rentisrael.com (050) 711-7967 voip 
(416) 630-9639 skype caryfox1

 Accommodation to let in Ra’anana: 3-roomed holiday 
apartment, furnished, including use of gym and pool, short 
or long term. (050)792-4473

 I repair and make new parts for your old or antique 
clock. I am a specialist in this field! Countrywide Service. I 
also buy and sell classic and unique clocks. 
Susan (09) 772-9222, (052) 243-0040

 Top of the range facials with the world’s leading 
products at reasonable prices. Hydradermie lifts, anti 
ageing, eye wrinkle treatments & more… Also nails, 
manicures, pedicures, eyebrows, 
waxing Andrea (054) 976-2054

 For all your domestic carpentry – cupboards, tables, 
doors, furniture etc as well as commercial carpentry for 
offices and shops please contact Atir and Tree House 
Design at 050-4722722. 
Recommendations gladly supplied

 Fonda’s Catering - catering for all occasions. Offering 
certified Kosher catering from Fonda’s at Meatland for all 
your catering needs from Britot to Weddings. 
For further information, contact Nicky 052-8488678

 Israel’s PC Doctor, complete PC, Network, & Internet 
Support – House calls day or night; Expertly solving all 
computer problems; repairs, sales, upgrades & instruction, 
Microsoft & CompTIA Certified; 25 years experience. 
Free consultations & advice. Remote & Onsite Support. 
References available–see website. 
Contact Beau: (054) 772-6239, beau909@gmail.com; 
www.israelpcdoctor.com 

 Improve relationships - marital, family and individual 
counselling. Trauma de-briefing. Loss and grief work. 
Building self-esteem and teaching social and problem-
solving skills for teens. 
Jackie Galgut (054) 9762513. (Counselling social worker)

 Private Mathematics tutoring by experienced 
Mathematics teacher. Ramot area, Jerusalem. 
Phone Ilana Dubb: 055-6613944

 Repairs on all makes of sewing machines and 
overlockers. Big discounts on new machine prices. 
Trade-ins accepted. Used machines bought and sold. 
Free advice and help gladly given. 
Jock Kahn (09) 7741568, (052) 4672113

 Are you relocating to Johannesburg and would like 
to share a 20ft (28 cubic meter) container?  We are 
sending approx. 10 cubic meters and have 18 cubic meters 
available. Call Jackie 052-7472151.

 Any China, household goods, tableware, silver plate, 
glassware, bric-a-brac or small furniture that you can live 
without? Or moving house? We’ll make you an offer you 
can live with. 
Call Sol or Lorraine, Gallery Lauren, 83 Sokolov Street, 
Ramat Hasharon. Tel. (03) 540-9481

 Not just a walking tour but one with a difference…. an 
exciting experience you’ll want to share with family and 
friends. 
Call me: Eldad Levine – eldadlevine@yahoo.com 
050-5292938

If you want people to know about it, its OUR business.
Why not take a Classified Advert? For only NIS 220 you 

will reach the entire Southern African community in Israel. 
If you take a contract for three issues, you will receive a 

15% discount. on the package. 
 

Please contact David Kaplan at  09-7672404, 
050-7432361 or email: hildav@netvision.net.il

Or Telfed magazine production 09-7907819
email: donations@telfed.org.il
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