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A Year of Celebratory
Anniversaries
Reflecting on the First Zionist
Congress, The Balfour Declaration
and a United Jerusalem
Southern Africans - beaming
with pride - embrace the future

Celebrate your family occasions in
one of our 22 “zimmerim” by the sea.
Full Israeli breakfast served to you in
our dining room.
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“Whoever saves a life, it is considered
as if he saved an entire world.”
Jerusalem Talmud, Sanhedrin 4:5

Happy Chanukkah!
As 2017 comes to a close and we celebrate the Festival of Lights, we acknowledge the magic of miracles,
when over 2000 years ago the Maccabees found one tiny jug of oil which gave light for 8 whole days.
Miracles didn't just happen in the past. They can happen today.
1. Sharoni hopes to go to university to study nursing and palliative
care. She just doesn't know how she will be able to afford to
pay her way through her studies...
2. Dovi’s been looking for a job for over 6 months - he's searching
for a break and needs some assistance...
3. Single mom Rachel has been saving her shekels so she can
afford to pay for the braces her teenage son needs...
4. Darren is 10,000km away from his family. Serving in the IDF, he
is alone this Chanukkah...
5. Sarah is in her 80's and wondering how she will make it
through the month on her national insurance allowance,
especially since she had to pay NIS 600 to fix her fridge two
weeks ago...
6. Newlyweds Barry & Danni applied for a reduced-rental flat in
the Telfed building in Tel Aviv, so they have a place to call home
7. The Greens have just arrived in Israel from South Africa. It’s
disorientating and a bit scary being in a new place and trying to
figure out how to do the simplest things in Hebrew...
8. Mulualem's family is from Ethiopia. They can't help him with his
studies. If only someone could teach him to read English...
Telfed: here for our community at all ages and stages of life

These people are waiting for a miracle. For the last 70 years, our commitment at Telfed has been to be here for you, our
community members, whenever you need us. With your backing, we can continue to provide necessary assistance.
This holiday, we ask you to be part of a modern day Chanukkah miracle for those less fortunate. Your tax-deductible,
end-of-year donation will bring relief where it is needed most. As we celebrate the festivities, we wish you a חג אורים שמח.

You can call the office
(09 7907819) or use the enclosed
form and self-addressed
envelope to make your end-ofyear, tax deductible gift.
You can also email
donations@telfed.org.il
or visit our website:
http://www.telfed.org.il

May you and your family be blessed
with good health and prosperity – and
may there be Peace for all Am Israel.
With warm holiday greetings,

Batya Shmukler
Chairman, Telfed

Dorron Kline
CEO

(Donations can be made in honour/ memory
of a special person or occasion)
Keren Telfed (R.A) Reg #:580017614 | 19/1 Schwartz St, Raanana, 4321224 | Tel: 09-7907800 | donations@telfed.org.il | Fax: 09-7446112
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Telfed Chairman’s Message

W

ith Chanukah just around the
corner, we look forward to
celebrating the ‘Festival of Lights’ where
the light of the Channukiah reminds
us of the rededication of the second
temple thousands of years ago. From my
perspective Telfed also serves as a light
for many new Olim making their way to
Israel, whether they be students, lone soldiers, young families
or even retirees making their way ‘home’.

We may not have been in existence for thousands of years
but we certainly have been celebrating our 70 years since
the founding of Telfed. We hosted a joint event together with
the Municipality of Raanana to commemorate the Centenary
of the Balfour Declaration. We also co-hosted the Goldene
Medina Exhibition together with Beit Protea, celebrating 175
years of the Jewish Community in South Africa. At Telfed, we
are proud of our Southern African roots and it is thanks to this
wonderful community that we are able to carry out so many
of our activities in Israel today.

We recently opened the 2017-18 PRAS Community Service
and Scholarship Programme at the IDC in Herzliya with 150
students from around Israel receiving academic scholarships.
In addition to PRAS, we are in the process of awarding an
additional 250 financial needs scholarships.

Chanukah also represents a rekindling of the Jewish spirit as
well as renewed energy and focus and this is certainly true
of our volunteers. Telfed could not operate in the successful
way that it does without the hard work and effort put in by
all our volunteers. We recently hosted a very successful award
ceremony to recognize and honour our special volunteers
and had the honour of presenting Sid Shapiro with the Yakir
Telfed Award for his exceptional contribution to Telfed.
I wish you all a Chag Sameach and hope that the coming
year will be even more productive and that we can continue
celebrating our 70th anniversary year together.

Just like the Maccabim warriors fighting for our freedom, we
have also looked at ways to assist and support lone soldiers.
We recently initiated a new committee to work with Garin
Tzabar and other organisations to ease the absorption
process for lone soldiers from South Africa, Australia and the
Netherlands. We need to ensure that these lone soldiers have
all the support necessary to help them make a successful
aliyah after their army service is completed.

Batya Shmukler
Chairman
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THE LEGACY OF OUR COMMUNITY By Harris Green
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Perhaps the greatest achievement of the South African Jewish
community was the creation of a comprehensive infrastructure
of organisations to serve the needs of the community. In true
East European tradition, these organisations covered every
facet of Jewish life - from catering to the spiritual needs of
the community to helping hand and burial societies; from
Jewish education including Day Schools and Talmudei Torah
to Zionist youth movements representing the different
ideological streams. We were indeed privileged to have
been raised in a community that provided every conceivable
institution to ensure we enjoyed an easy passage through life
– all the way from the cradle to the grave.
Although the South African Jewish Board of Deputies is
recognized by the civil authorities as the official representative
body of the community, the South African Zionist
Federation has often been perceived by the community as
its iconic organisation. Zionism and the State of Israel have
always been the central pillars of the community’s identity.
More than 800 Southern Africans volunteered to fight in
Israel’s War of Independence. More than 900 volunteers from
Southern Africa came to Israel at the time of the Six Day War.
The first Zionist organisation in South Africa was the ‘Chovevei
Zion Society’ founded in 1896. The South African Zionist
Federation comprising a dozen Zionist societies with an
aggregate membership of 5,000 was founded in 1898 and was
represented by two delegates at the Third Zionist Congress in
Basel in 1899. By 1949, no less than 350 Jewish organisations
in Southern Africa were affiliated to the South African Zionist
Federation. Consider this: a community that peaked at
120,000 was serviced by 350 different organisations! There
may well have been some duplication but there couldn’t have
been too many communal issues that weren’t addressed.
These institutions were staffed by a limited number of
functionaries but what made them unique was that they were
energized by volunteers and their activities were financed by
donations from the community. Generous families unselfishly
created foundations to ensure the long term viability of these
institutions.
The decision made in 1948 by the South African Zionist
Federation to establish an office in Tel Aviv to cater to the
needs of the first Chalutzim and the Machal (overseas)
volunteers who fought in Israel’s War of Independence, was
no surprise. It was just another decision made in the ordinary
course of business.
As it turned out, this decision had significant historical and
organisational implications. It paved the way for the creation

of a communal organisation to cater to the needs of the
Southern African community living in Israel. And that’s what
Telfed has continued doing for the past 70 years.
Initially, Telfed focused almost exclusively on Aliyah and
Klita before evolving into an organisation catering to the
community’s changing needs. In keeping with our Southern
African traditions, Telfed is energized by volunteers and its
activities are financed by donations from the community.
Telfed created Isrentco, a property company, not to only to
provide apartments for new olim at affordable rentals but
also to ensure the long term viability of the organisation and
to assist families in need. A number of generous families also
created foundations to address this objective.
Telfed’s needs continue to grow. Thanks to increasing life
expectancy, many older people in our community are outliving
their savings. An increasing number of people require welfare
while others require assistance in the form of scholarships to
build careers to make themselves self-sufficient and to enable
them, in time, to become contributors both to our community
and to society as a whole.
And that’s where we come in. Just as we’ve been blessed
with a safety net to ensure a comfortable journey through
life from the cradle to the grave, so, too, is it incumbent upon
us to ensure that this safety net is strengthened and remains
in place for the generations to come.
But it’s not only about securing the cash resources to finance
Telfed’s needs. Telfed continues to seek new platforms for
Southern Africans to volunteer their services in an organized
effort to make our country and our world a better place in
which to live.
As individuals, Southern Africans have made significant
contributions to Israel. On the military front, Southern Africans
were amongst the founding fathers of Israel’s Air Force. In the
fields of research and administration, they were pioneers at
Israel’s premier medical institutions and universities. On the
economic front, Stanley Fischer, born in Zambia, served as
Governor of the Bank of Israel.
Southern Africans helped found Kibbutzim and Moshavim.
They are pioneers in the development of water and other
revolutionary hi-tech technologies. In endeavoring to enhance
the quality of life in Israel, Southern Africans contributed to
launching many different sports in Israel including rugby,
cricket, tennis, lawn bowls, golf, hockey and squash.
88 former Southern Africans fell in Israel’s wars. Others were
victims of acts of terror.
As a community, Telfed assisted the Jewish Agency in the

late 80’s in absorbing a wave of immigration from Yemen. In
the early 90’s, Telfed played a significant role in the absorption
of around 500 immigrant families from the Soviet Union and,
more recently, in the Telfed Ethiopian Community Initiative to
assist with the absorption of olim from Ethiopia.
Our community has always fought way beyond its weight.
Like the State of Israel, we’re almost 70 years old. We are
25,000 strong. We’re a proud and productive community.
We take care of ourselves and we want to continue making

a contribution to enhancing the quality of life in Israel. We
have a responsibility to all members of the Southern African
Jewish community – not only to those who have chosen Israel
as their home but also to those who have yet to do so.
Telfed’s volunteers can testify from their own personal
experiences. When you volunteer, you get back much more
than you give. Come forward and join us. Become an active
member of our community. (Contact Dana Ben Chail –
volunteers@telfed.org.il)

Community News By Staff Correspondent
Special Awards for Southern Africans
Telfed’s bi-annual Award Ceremony was held in September
at the Interdisciplinary Centre in Herzliya. The event
recognized members of the community who volunteer their
time on a regular basis, to contribute to the betterment of
Israeli society. In the spirt of altruism and social responsibility
for which Southern Africans are renowned, Telfed manages
over 300 volunteers who assist in various projects countrywide, including helping to absorb olim, supporting the
elderly and ill, lone soldiers, arranging social events and
assisting marginalized members of the Ethiopian community.
Newly elected Chairman (and the first woman to hold the

position in its 70 year history) Batya Shmukler commented
that “volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. When
you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community
you want to live in”.
Guests of honour were Darryl Alter and his wife Dianne,
together with Maish Isaacson, who presented the volunteer
awards in memory of their parents (Harry & Anita Alter and
Archie & Blanche Isaacson, respectively).
Several candidates received certificates of recognition for
their activities: Beryl Schmidt, Hayden Bailey, Miriam Syber,
Barry Kornel, Marion Polusky-Nakash, Libby Strous, Len
Markuschowitz, David Goldberg and Joel Goodman.
Other awards went to: Ros Bak - Telfed “Volunteer of the Year”,
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R-L Ilana Bank receives “The Harry and Anita Alter Memorial
Award” from their son, Darryl Alter

L-R Maish Isaacson presents Shiri Berzack with the “Archie and
Blanche Isaacson Memorial Award for a Young Community
Volunteer”
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Ilana Bank - “The Harry and Anita Alter Memorial Award”
and Shiri Berzack - The “Archie and Blanche Isaacson
Memorial Award for a Young Community Volunteer”.
Two additional prestigious awards were conferred during
the evening - The “Special Merit Award” to Josie Shlain, a
former Machalnik (overseas volunteer in the IDF), founding
member of Moshav Shitufi and of Isrentco, the Telfed housing
project which offers below-market rate rentals to new olim.
The coveted “Yakir Telfed” was awarded to Sidney Shapiro,
only one of 6 recipients in the past 70 years, reserved for
those who have “rendered outstanding service to the
community”. Since the 1960s, Sid held community leadership
roles in his home town, Cape Town. After his aliyah in 1970,
he continued to make his mark at the helm of the South

African Zionist Federation in Israel, over and above the call of
duty. Telfed’s CEO, Dorron Kline, drew attention to the huge
number of community projects that were initiated by Sid
including educational, housing, sustainability, aliyah and klita
programmes. Sid’s exemplary character and modesty was
apparent in his speech which was received with a standing
ovation and thunderous applause by all who were present.

Haifa Mayor honours SA olim –
Arieli-Goldschmidt Family
An excursion in Haifa is not complete without a walk along
the legendary Louis promenade or a trip to Haifa Zoo. Today,
we are able to enjoy these attractions thanks to the generosity

telfed

Recipients of awards during the course of the evening, including Ros Bak (in green, centre), who was elected Telfed Volunteer of the Year
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L-R Sid receives the prestigious Yakir Telfed Award from Batya

L-R Josie Shlain is all smiles, receiving his Special Merit Award
from Telfed Chairman Batya Shmukler

of Paul & May Goldschmidt, who contributed significantly
to numerous projects and institutions throughout Israel,
including Telfed – South African Zionist Federation (Israel),
Beth Protea, the Technion, and Denya Shul.
Originally from Cape Town, Paul (a Civil Engineer) and May (a
Pediatrician) made aliyah to Israel in 1950. Their only child,
Ariel (Louis) was tragically killed in a motor vehicle accident
at the tender age of 18. Committed to honouring him, Paul
and May decided to perpetuate his memory in all ways
possible, contributing heavily to the development of Denya
neighbourhood (Haifa), where they resided and where a
street was named after them in 2016. Telfed’s Volunteerism
and Community Development project is also named after
the family, and a plaque was erected in their memory at the
offices in October 2015.
A dedication ceremony in their honour (attended by family
and friends of Paul & May, fellow South Africans, Telfed staff
and other community members) took place in Denya, in
Haifa, in November 2017, where the circle connecting Finland,
Antwerp and Shlonski Streets was named in their honour.
Following the service, a beautifully catered reception was
held at Denya Shul. At the invitation of the Mayor of Haifa,
Yona Yahav, the CEO of Telfed, Dorron Kline, was invited to
speak on behalf of the South African community in Israel and
on behalf of the Goldschmidt family living overseas.
Renee Samson (Paul’s sister), Jeanne Katz & Claire Ellman
(Paul and May’s nieces) shared their recollections of the
special couple:
“Paul’s parents met in Port Elizabeth. His father, Meyer
Goldschmidt and his French mother, Germaine Silbermann
Goldschmidt, had to delay their wedding due to the First World
War when Meyer (a German citizen) was interned as an enemy
alien at Fort Napier and Worcester. They wed on 29.6.20 and Paul
was born in Cape Town three years later.
Paul and his sister Renee grew up in Rondebosch and went to
local schools.   Their home was different from most other South
African Jews as they were not Lithuanian and did not have
much local family. Nevertheless, his parents threw themselves
into communal activities, not least when German Jews applied
for visas to come to SA. Meyer and a friend signed thousands
of affidavits for them, despite not having much money
themselves. Paul’s father was instrumental in setting up most of
the communal organisations in Cape Town.
Paul was very tall and before reaching his 18th birthday, joined
up to fight in WWII. He served with the South African army, was
seconded to the Royal Signal Corps and served in Cote D’Ivoire in
Africa.   On his return, he resumed his civil engineering studies at
the University of Cape Town, which he thought, would be good
preparation for living in Israel, always his dream and intention.

Round-about and street in Haifa named in honour of the Arielis

Toasting Paul & May. (l-r) Sheila Zetler, David and Hilary
Zetler, Mayor Yona Yahav, Louis Zetler, Mike Solomon, Dorron
Kline, Michael Zetler.

Dynamic Duo.(l-r) May and Paul Arieli-Goldschmidt (z’l)

9
Friends of the Arielis L-R Abe Meyer, Tony Suckerman, Maurice
Hyman, Jay Rosen, Melvyn Sandler, David Mink, Yashar
Carasso, Jackie Ashton
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He married May Chait in 1951 after she had completed her
medical studies. They started married life in California, where
Paul studied Concrete Engineering as part of his postgraduate
degree.
They finally settled in Haifa, and their only child Louis was born
there in 1952. Paul and May were very family conscious and even
after Louis was killed in May 1971, they retained close contact
with Paul’s parents in South Africa till their deaths in the early
1980s and with May’s family. Louis’ death destroyed any hope
of personal continuity and yet their contribution to the lives of
many of Haifa’s citizens perpetuates their legacy....”
Dorron also elaborated on the Goldschmidt connection
to Telfed, sharing how Paul’s father, the late Meyer Hirsch
Goldschmidt strongly supported educational initiatives,
demonstrated in the pivotal role that he played in the
establishment of the Herzlia High School Highlands
Campus in 1956.
In 1989, the Meyer Hirsch Goldschmidt (MHG) Trust Fund
was set up by Paul and May at Telfed, in order to provide
scholarships to students in Israel. Thousands of students have
been assisted on their paths to their university degrees from
this Fund.
Paul and May were also founding members of the first Telfed
Haifa Regional Committee and were active volunteers at
Telfed.
In their speeches, both Mayor Yona Yahav and the Rabbi of the
Denya Synagogue extolled Paul and May for their dedication
to Judaism, the city of Haifa, the Denya community and to
the State of Israel. Paul and May remain a shining example of
community activism, leaving behind them a powerful legacy.

in Hadera in the 2016/2017 school year, the programme has
now progressed to the next stage. During the pilot stage, the
developer of the Linkit-to-Learn programme, Estelle Treiwis
personally undertook the teaching of the children.
In the next stage, Estelle is training four facilitators at the
Maksam Centres who will each be taught to instruct groups
of six pupils simultaneously. Each trainer will be able to
undertake several groups. Part of the service being provided
by Estelle allows for ongoing monitoring and supervision
of the classes to ensure that the required methodology is
correctly implemented and that the standards are maintained.
The next phase, (already under discussion) is to introduce the
programme to the Ethiopian kids in Beit Shemesh. This will
hopefully come to fruition during the course of the current

telfed

Memorial Ceremony for Susan Sharon
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A moving memorial service was held in Telfed’s offices in
August to mark the first Yarzheit of former staff member, Susan
Sharon z”l. The event, attended by community members,
members of Susan’s family, Telfed staff and executives, was a
moving tribute to a woman who was much loved by all who
came into contact with her. Susan’s passing has left a huge
void in the community and her encyclopedic knowledge, as
well as her utmost commitment to her work and to the people
to whom she devoted herself, were remembered fondly by all
those in attendance.

TECI ENGLISH READING PROGRAMME
FORGES AHEAD
After successfully completing the pilot English Reading
programme for Ethiopian children at the Maksam Centres

English lessons with Estelle at 'Maksam' in Hadera
school year. There is also a preparatory programme called
Linkit Early which is ideal for younger, preschool children and
which is a stepping-stone to reading-readiness.
While the Linkit-to-Read programme is currently being
directed in conjunction with TECI towards the children of the
Ethiopian community, there are many other areas throughout
Israel where children are not being taught adequately to read
English and there are many children who could potentially
benefit from the programme. Anyone interested in becoming
involved in the programme should call Estelle 09 774 9165 or
052 451 3928. (Submitted by Telfed Ethiopian Community
Initiative Chairman Mel Cohen)

VISITS
Steve Jobs is credited as saying that 'great things are never
done by one person, but by a team of people'. If that be the
case, then the reason for Telfed’s successes over the past 70
years must have been embedded in a network of international
partnerships that have helped the organisation not only to
survive, but to thrive.

applications at Telfed, making it an especially productive
partnership, one that the late Stanley would likely be proud
to see flourish.

Goldschmidt Family

Telfed was fortunate to receive a visit from Zea Lewis of
the The Stanley and Zea Lewis Foundation together with

Telfed was honoured to welcome trustees and family
members of the Israeli Meyer Hirsch Goldschmidt
Foundation to its Raanana offices this summer. Prof. David
Katz (formerly of Cape Town and husband of Dr. Jeanne Katz,
grand-daughter of the late M.H. Goldschmidt) and their

The Lewis Family with David Sable, Tal Nevies and Telfed
representatives

L-R Dr. Naomi Sacks, Telfed Chairman Batya Shmukler and
Prof. David Katz

children Renee, Cheryl, Wendy & Michael. Whilst the initial
connection with Telfed was made with the late Stanley, his
legacy continues through the involvement of both of his
beloved wife and children. Also in attendance were Leonard
Feinstein and Philip Press, (family members), David Sable
(Family Partners) and Neil (Tal) Nevies.
For over a decade, in partnership with Telfed, the Lewis
Foundation has provided hundreds of scholarships to
Southern African students in Israel. Stanley’s son, Michael,
recalled fondly how the initial ‘shidduch’ was made through
Eliot Osrin Z”L and shared Eliot’s satisfaction on how a
‘small investment leveraged a big impact’ through multiple

daughter Dr. Naomi Sacks attended the Foundation’s AGM.
Over the years, they have given significantly to educational
programmes and community projects benefitting the
Southern African community in Israel. The family tradition
of supporting those in need, which is now continuing to
the fourth generation, aims to perpetuate the spirit and
values that M.H. Goldschmidt and his late wife, Germaine
Sarah, upheld throughout their lives. Telfed is grateful to this
exceptional family for their involvement with the Southern
African community and their incredible contributions to
strengthening Israel.

Visit of the Lewis Foundation
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PROFESSIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

Rabin’s

Training the Emissaries to South Africa

Law Ofﬁce

Telfed was invited by Partnership Together (P2G) – Beit Shemesh/Mateh
Yehudah of the Jewish Agency to train the five Shlichot (emissaries) who will be
attending the summer youth camps in South Africa this year. Two Shlichot will be
attending Bnei Akiva Camp, two at Habonim Camp and one at Netzer.
Dorron Kline (Telfed’s CEO), presented the training session, which focused on
South African culture, the SA Jewish community and Telfed’s absorption services.
The training took place in Moshav Nacham – at the offices of P2G, together with
Yael Farber-Babin, who is the P2G staff member in charge of Shlichut to South
Africa. “We feel much better prepared for our Shlichut – it was a lot to absorb in the
limited time we had but we now have a much clearer picture of what to expect,”
said Hagar, who will be attending the Habonim summer camp.

We act in:
All Civil Law,
Real Estate,
Contracts,
Trusts, Wills,
Inheritance,
Litigation
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ADV Boaz Rabin
054-4819624
+972 3 624 1818
Fax +972 3 624 1798

Young Emissaries.(l-r) Yael Farber Biban - in charge of Shlichut to SA, Shaked Bonar
(Netzer), Ofri Kark Katz (Habonim), Moriel Buechler (Bnei Akiva), Dorron Kline
(Telfed), Hagar Shiloni (Habonim), Haddasah Clark (Bnei Akiva).

telfed

Jewish Agency Board of Governors (BOG) meeting
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Telfed’s CEO, Dorron Kline, recently
attended the Jewish Agency Board
of Governors Annual Meeting where
he addressed the Aliyah and Rescue
Committee. He reported on the
unstable political and economic climate
in South Africa and requested that the
committee approve the expansion of
“Ofek Yisraeli” (an aliyah promotion
company founded by the Jewish
Agency and the Ministry of Absorption)
to include South Africa. Yehuda Sharf,
the Director of the Jewish Agency (JAFI)
Aliyah Division and Shimon Cohen, the
Director of “Ofek Yisraeli” confirmed that
this will be discussed at the next JAFI/
Ofek Yisraeli joint committee meeting,
in order to improve the current level of
Aliyah Promotion and Klita.

65 Yigal Alon Street
PO Box 20395, Tel Aviv 61203

Discourse at the Board of Governors:
(l-r) Mario Lev (Olim Association), Daniel
Liwerant (Jewish Agency Aliyah and Rescue
Committee), Dorron Kline (Telfed)

Amnon Plumber
• Bathroom renovations

• Installation of hot water boiler systems and geysers
• Agreements with all insurance companies
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H T OFF THE PRESS
BETH PROTEA COMES OF AGE — A living vision…and still blooming at 25

What a proud milestone to reach and to recognize all the wonderful people involved in this very special facility.
It was time to party. The residents, their families, staff, founding members, board members, members of the
community, friends all joined us during a week of festivities. We were “wowed” by a mind boggling mentalist,
watched amazing magic and listened to music. We held an amazing art exhibition showing works by Bernie Fink,
Richard Shavei Zion, Ralph Resnik, Marcelle Klein, Marianne Davidow. We enjoyed delicious traditional South
African fare prepared by our very own board members and staff. We had a fantastic concert and ended our week
with the opening of the inspirational Goldene Medina exhibition brought to Israel by Telfed. No matter which day
or which festivity, the time was spent celebrating this miraculous achievement.
Beth Protea and now Protea HomeCare are living memorials to the dedication and vision of its founders.

PURIM …

OUT AND ABOUT …

Treasure hunt, juggling, fishing,
pin the tail on the mermaid all
fitted the 2017 theme of Under
the Sea. Both staff and residents
represented the theme in
traditional Beth Protea splendor
and a fun time was had by all.

The most recent outings with the residents were to the innovative
PLANETANYA for a very interesting morning spent learning about the
cosmos, universe and far away galaxies. Also a visit to their beautifully
planned Japanese Garden.
Another lovely morning outing took us to Jaffa and a visit to the Shuki
Kook Studio Gallery, where we were treated to a wonderful exhibition of
wildlife paintings by South African artist, Ralph Resnik.

TAKING TO THE STAGE …

25

th

BIRT

H D AY -

17

A brand new activity was recently started right here at Beth Protea. A DRAMA group. Who knows, perhaps
there are undiscovered thespians in our midst’s. Well done to all the willing participants and looking forward to
watching you all in action soon.

20

BETH PROTEA – The Pride of Israel’s Southern African Community
5 Asher Barash Street, Herzlia, Tel: 09-9595222, Fax: 09-9595300
Email: info@bethprotea.org.il
Website : www.bethprotea.org.il

13

Focus
LONE SOLDIERS
Joining ‘forces’ for the soldiers
In early November, Alon Kuba, the Director of Garin
Tzabar was invited to meet with Telfed representatives in
order to discuss how services can be improved for lone SA
and Australian soldiers serving in Israel. The Garin Tzabar
programme assists young Jewish adults (ages 18-24) and the
children of Israelis living abroad, who wish to make Israel their
home and serve in the IDF as Lone Soldiers. In attendance
were Dorron Kline – CEO, Batya Shmukler - Chairman,
Daniela Shapira - Aliyah & Klita Advisor, Ariela Siegel - Social
Worker and Head of Aliyah & Klita, Dana Ben Chail - Head
of Volunteers and Events and Dudy Jacobs - representative
of Irgun Olei Holland. The meeting was very successful
and strengthened the working relationship between the
two organisations looking to work together to provide the
necessary support for Lone Soldiers.

Understanding the Army

Lone Soldiers with their treats

Yahad - United for Israel’s Soldiers, LIBI (LeMa’an Bitachon
Israel), AACI (The Association of Americans and Canadians
in Israel) and Telfed representatives recently met to discuss
holding an event in English for IDF soldiers and their families.
This will allow IDF officers to explain the aims and functions of
the army to the recruits in a language they readily understand.

telfed

Extending support
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A new committee has been established by Telfed to manage
the provision of comprehensive support for lone soldiers
and National Service recruits from Southern Africa and
Australia, in order to maintain their connection with Telfed.
The committee will look to develop professional partnerships
with other organisations and secure ‘in kind’ donations
from local stores, ensure contact details of all recruits are
up to date, visit bases which have a number of lone soldiers,
manage annual social events for them, identify host families
for chaggim/weekends, provide ongoing advice to recruits,

L-R Gabe Beck and Rebecca Rosengarten, Australian lone
soldiers at a Telfed function
especially prior to their release and identify cases where they
could qualify for financial support through Telfed’s Assistance
Committee, amongst several other areas. If you are interested
in donating, visiting or hosting lone soldiers, please contact
Daniela Shapira (daniela@telfed.org.il 09 7907804)

(Kosher meat but no kashrut certiﬁcate)

YOUTH/STUDENT AFFAIRS
Telfed Young Professionals Shabbaton
The thriving and growing Telfed Youth Committee held a
young professionals’ Shabbaton this summer, which was
attended by over fifty young community members from
Southern Africa and Australia. The Youth Committee arranges
events that provide opportunities for youngsters to meet,
network and offer each other support. National Youth
Committee Head, Daniel Winer commented that “there is
tremendous value in a shared journey…. we have an actual
support system here in Israel, we are a tight-knit community!”
Over the weekend, participants were able to make friends and
share Aliyah experiences to the accompaniment of delicious
food, free-flowing whiskey and world-class banter.

Young olim
enjoying a
communal
shabbat

GUIDANCE FOR NEW OLIM
Volunteer
representatives Area
Regional Rep
Email
throughout
Israel
provide Arava
Yael Bekker
yaelbekker@gmail.com
regional-specific guidance for Ashkelon
Raphi Bloch
raphibloch@gmail.com
new Olim during their initial Beit Shemesh
Brian Spector
vpcreate@gmail.com
absorption in Israel. They also Eilat
Jean Marc Benninghaus
jmbenninghaus@gmail.com
assist in networking with Galilee
Issy Levitan
levitan@yizrael.org.il
Southern Africans in their Jerusalem
Roy Scher
royscher@gmail.com
individual, local communities Modi'in
Cherie Albucher
albuchercherie@gmail.com
and work together to develop Netanya
Charlotte Wiener
wienerc@bezeqint.net
social projects to benefit Israeli Ra'anana/Hasharon
Vered Mann
vered@natela.co.za
society. Feel free to contact Rishon Le'tzion
Beryl Schmidt
berylkschmidt1@gmail.com
your regional representative if Tel Aviv
Mike Lieberthal
mtrmike@gmail.com
you have local questions and/or National Youth Committee
Daniel Winer
daniel.e.winer@gmail.com
would like to participate or help
set up community events in your area.
workshop focused on Job Placement, National Service (Army,
Gap Year, Sherut Leumi), Social Programming (community
development, mental health services and acclimation
programming), Education (Elementary, Secondary, Special
Telfed was invited by the World Zionist Organisation to
Needs and Higher Education) and Pre-Aliyah Services.
participate in their Anglo Oleh Workshop which took place in
Conclusions from the round table discussions led by various
October. Representing Telfed were Daniela Shapira - Aliyah
Oleh organisations were brought to the attention of MK Dr.
& Klita Advisor, Ariela Siegel - Social Worker and Head of
Avraham Neguise in order to improve services for Olim
Aliyah & Klita and Yael Strausz - Employment Advisor. The
throughout Israel.

Advocating for the needs of Olim

15

Focus
LOCAL EVENTS
Throughout the country, Telfed organises dozens of
communal events on a regular basis. Dedicated teams of
volunteers (who help man regional committees) assist in this
endeavor. These events help strengthen the “family” bond
between ex-pat Southern African and Australian community
members, helping new olim to strengthen their social circles.
Last year, some 4,000 participants attended Telfed events.

Tel Aviv - Amishav building picnic
The annual Amishav building summer picnic offers the perfect
backdrop for new and veteran Olim to take a break from their
daily lives and mingle. This year’s event was as popular as its
predecessors. Residents of the building take pleasure in the
friendly “kibbutz vibe” they have created there. Commenting
on the warm and inviting atmosphere, Isrentco Property
Manager Dafna Rosenfeld said, “Not only do these buildings
help [people] financially, they also provide a community and
social network. It really is a family away from home”. New
Telfed Chairman, Batya Shmukler (who enjoyed her first
Telfed picnic), concluded by saying that “it gives me a great
feeling to witness first-hand the impact our organisation has
on the lives of these Olim.”

telfed

Rishon LeZion - Telfed Beach BBQ
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Ever busy and productive, the Rishon LeZion regional
committee, under the dedicated leadership of Beryl
Schmidt, held a fabulous late-summer Braai on the beach
in September. With assistance from her son Danny, and
from Stephen Joffe, the team put on a spread fit for kings!
Participants even attended from other locales, including one
who travelled all the way from Beer Sheva. The evening, set
in beautiful surroundings, offered a great opportunity for
old friends to catch up and take a break from the hustle and
bustle of daily life. “We have an fantastic local community, one
to be proud of. I can’t wait for next year!” enthused Beryl.

Herzliya – Goldene Medina Exhibition
Some 250 people attended the opening of the Goldene Medina
Exhibition at Beth Protea, together with the guest of honour
H.E. South African Ambassador to Israel Sisa Ngombane,
Telfed Chairman Batya Shmukler and Beth Protea Chairman
Michael Silver. This is the first time the exhibition, produced
by the SA Jewish Museum (and generously sponsored in Israel

South African families enjoying a community picnic at the Telfed
building in Amishav.

Rishon residents at the regional community braai

L-R: Telfed EXCO member Rose Lerer-Cohen and Chairman
Batya Shmukler at the Goldene Medina Exhibition
by Allan & Carol Feinblum and Monty & Marilyn Hilkowitz),
has been showcased outside of South Africa. The emotive
exhibition tells the story of Southern African Jewry through
evocative images from the “old” life. Three short films depicting
Jewish life in South Africa were also shown and a collection
of images from Jenny Altschuler was also on display. (Credit
and special thanks to Dave Bloom for arranging the fantastic
and informative display).

Genealogical Research
Connect to your past
Re-create your family history
Facilitating Citizenship Reinstatement (EU Passport)
Lithuania • Poland • Germany
Evaluating Eligibility and Comprehensive Service
Full Legal Support throughout the Application Process

Rose Lerer Cohen PhD. 050-563-8372

rlerercohen@kinsearch.com www.kin-search.com

Jerusalem – The history of South
African ‘Shul’ music
The Telfed Jerusalem Regional Committee, World Mizrachi
& WITS Israel Alumni once again joined forces to offer a
roller-coaster journey going back 250 years across several
continents, tracing the roots and development of South
African synagogue music.
Richard Shavei-Tzion, Director of the 40-strong Ramatayim

Feeling hopeless & helpless
isolated & depleted?
Leanne Plein Micinilio
AUTISM Coach (Autism Mom)

Helping Autistic children (age 2-10) to function
optimally, through gentle and playful methodology
• improving eye contact • building life skills • behavior modification through positive
strategies • fostering social-emotional understanding and expression • social
skill-building • practical coping tools • sharing trusted resources and introducing
effective products to facilitate progress • Also offering hourly daytime child care

First consultation free • Ra’Anana,Herzlia, Kfar Saba • Leanne: 054-344-3767

Men’s Choir, gave a presentation of the history and origins
of South African Jewish Shul music, taking the audience on a
magnificent historical journey. Using videos and illustrations,
Richard brought his presentation to life with references to
Napoleon, Bach, Bob Dylan, Rav Shlomo Carlibach and the
Battle of Blaauwberg. He further delighted the audience
with some singing (he is a well renowned Chazan and Ba’al
Tefilah in Israel and abroad), which he included in order to
demonstrate musical examples mentioned in his talk.

Jerusalem - International Conference
marking the Centenary of the Balfour
Declaration

L-R Roy Scher, Richard Shavei-Tzion and Dr. Les Glassman

L-R Telfed CEO Dorron Kline, stands with M.K. Dr. Avraham
Neguise and Ruti Dahan, Ministry of Absorption

The 100th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration was
celebrated throughout Israel, at a number of dedicated
events. In early November, the Knesset Aliyah and Klita
Committee gathered for a special session dedicated to this
momentous anniversary. Participating parties were Knesset
members, the Ministry of Absorption, the Prime Minister’s
Office, the World Zionist Organisation, the Jewish Agency,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Telfed. Dorron Kline,
Telfed’s CEO, was invited by the Chairman of the Committee,
Member of Knesset Dr. Avraham Neguisa, to address the
plenum. M.K. Neguisa had just returned from a visit to
South Africa, where he represented Israel at the local Balfour
Centenary celebrations.
Dorron spoke about the important role that General Jan
Smuts played behinds the scenes in the WW1 Imperial War
Cabinet, whereby he ensured the creation of the Balfour
Declaration. “By connecting national heroes of different
countries to the history of the establishment of the State of
Israel, we can bring Diaspora Jewish communities closer to
the Zionist narrative,” said Dorron, as a practical lesson to
be implemented from these historical facts. Following the
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session, Dorron was invited to meet with the staff of the Prime
Minister’s Office in order to further discuss Aliyah and Israel
promotion in South Africa.

Raanana & Kibbutz Ramat Yochanan –
Telfed celebrates Balfour 100

telfed

Telfed took the initiative to arrange two community events to
commemorate the centenary of the Balfour Declaration. One
element that stood out at both of these gatherings was the
number of South African expats who had a personal anecdote
to relate to the guest from South Africa, Philip Weyers, great
grandson of General Jan Smuts.
Balfour 100 Kibbutz Yohanan was celebrated with a trip of
120 participants to the northern Israel kibbutz named after
General Jan Smuts, the renowned South African Statesman
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by Jan Smuts in ensuring that Britain was held to its promise
made in the Declaration. A guest in attendance summed it
up as “a most educational evening that shed much light on
an important chapter in Jewish history that indeed affected
each and every Jew in the world... The evening was superbly
planned, well- structured and certainly was conducted in due
respect to the gravity of the occasion. The choice of Jan Smuts’
great-grandson as the guest-of-honour and principle speaker
was fantastic. It truly shed light on the San Remo Conference
and how Jan Smuts codified the Balfour Declaration into the
League of Nations to prevent the British from reneging on
their duties. All in all, a great evening.”

SA & Oz Ashkelon Residents’ AGM
The town of Ashkelon is taking off with new developments,

L-R Raanana Municipality officials, Mayor Zeev Bielski (centre,
in white) with Telfed representatives

Kibbutz Ramat Yochanan in Northern Israel

and soldier who supported the Zionist cause. Smuts’ greatgrandson, Philip Weyers shared with those present the
historical influence of the warm friendship between his greatgrandfather and Chaim Weizmann. Those in attendance
enjoyed a video and guided tour, with an explanation of the
history of the kibbutz from its early days to the present time.
Philip Weyers was also the keynote speaker for the Balfour
100 Raanana celebration, jointly hosted by Telfed and
Raanana Mayor, Ze’ev Bielski. Some 170 guests listened
attentively to his address, which was followed by a video of
Lord Arthur Balfour visiting Palestine in 1925. Head of Telfed’s
Events Committee, Peter Bailey gave a brief resume of the
events surrounding the Balfour Declaration and the situation
in Palestine at that time and also spoke about the British
approach to “the Jewish question”, as well as the role played

a totally renovated beachfront and a strong South African,
Australian and English-speaking community. It’s also the only
place in Israel where you can meet your friends on the corner
of Johannesburg and South Africa streets!
The Telfed Ashkelon Regional Committee started off the new
year with a combined AGM/Sundowner hosted by David and
Ronit Zwebner. The 43 ex-Southern Africans and Australians
who attended toasted the New Year while watching the sun
set over the beautiful beach in Ashkelon. People from at least
a half a dozen communities in the greater Ashkelon area
attended. Dorron Kline gave an overview of current Telfed
activities and David Zwebner reminisced about how Ashkelon
was founded by Southern-Africans on a budget of 750 lira. A
committee of 7 was elected with Raphi Bloch unanimously
elected as the new regional chairperson. Congratulations!

TELFED TRAVELS
For more information on upcoming Telfed trips, please
contact Dana Ben Chail: volunteers@telfed.org.il

Telfed Trip to Kibbutz Ein Harod Art
Museum and Gan Hashlosha

were trained as members of the Special Night Squad on the
kibbutz).
The excursion included a visit to the Art Museum, where
participants were treated to an exhibition entitled “Euphoria,
6 Days plus 50 years”. The works on show reflected the somber
mood in Israel before the commencement of the Six Day
War and the euphoria at its culmination. An exhibition of
photographs by Gilles Carron, a photographic journalist who
had access to many restricted areas, was especially fascinating.

A group of eager hikers, accompanied by Dana Ben Chail,
Head of the Events and Volunteerism desk at Telfed, recently
headed to Kibbutz Ein Harod Meuhad and Gan Hashlosha for
a day trip.
Peter Bailey enlightened
those on the bus ride about
the history of Kibbutz Ein
Harod, highlighting some
of the famous people
associated with the Kibbutz
such as Yitzhak Tabenkin
(founder of the Kibbutz
Movement), General Orde
Wingate (who was based on
Ein Harod) as well as Moshe
Enjoying a day out to Kibbutz Ein Harod and Gan Hashlosha
Dayan and Yigal Alon (who
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On the bus ride to Gan
Hashlosha, Joel Klotnick spoke
about the origin of the name
Gan Hashlosha, which refers to
the three people who were on
a J.N.F. survey in 1938, when
their car detonated a landmine,
killing all three.
Participants
visited
Gan
Hashlosha’s two museums
– one, a replica tower and
stockade and the other, an
impressive
archeological
museum. A picnic lunch was
enjoyed in the magnificent
grounds of the Gan Hashlosha Telfed volunteers taking in the sights and sounds of Ashkelon
National Park, surrounded by
beautiful lakes and greenery. All in all – an informative and
opportunity for participants to reconnect and share ambitions
beautiful day out for the intrepid travelers!
and projects for their respective regional committees. The
trip included a visit to Ashkelon’s National Park and to a
local desalination plant where those in attendance learned
how Israel is an innovative world leader in the up-andcoming desalination field. A sumptuous lunch was enjoyed
Some twenty Telfed committee chairmen and volunteers were
in Ashkelon’s fast-developing sea-front promenade, during
treated to a day trip to Ashkelon, as a small token of thanks
which David shared with the group the South African Jewish
for their service to the community. The event, organised by
community’s involvement in the establishment of the city of
Telfed’s Head of Volunteerism, Dana Ben Chail, (assisted
Ashkelon (from 1948 till 1959) and Rafi spoke of Ashkelon’s
by Rafi Bloch and David Zwebner), was also a perfect
thriving Anglo community.

Volunteers’ and committee leaders’
trip to Ashkelon

Joffe Jankelowitz

telfed

Insurance Agency (2010) Ltd.
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Elementary: Car, House,
Business & Travel
Private Health: Health Insurance
and Frail Care (Siudi)
Life: Life Insurance, Pension, Gemel
and Hishtalmut Funds

Philip Symon is “The Perfectionist”

Total Home Renovations
Philip Symon, always the perfectionist, uses the
latest techniques for upgrading, refurbishing
and maintaining your property to the highest
standard. For over 25 years, Philip Symon has been
synonymous with reliability and expertise. Join his
long list of satisfied clients and bring a touch of
class to your home.
Services include: •Professional Painting
and decorative moldings
•Demolition •Bathroom and
kitchen remodeling •Tiling
•Electrical •Plaster work and partitions • Plumbing

Call today for free advice and/or quotes.

Tel: 03-6329112/3 Fax: 03-6329116
POB 6935, Kiryat Matalon, Petach Tikva

(054)431-5005
philip_symon@hotmail.com

Pamela Silver

The Colour of Light
3.2.2018 - 24.2.2018
OPENING: SATURDAY 3rd FEBRUARY at 11.00 am
To be opened by Prof. Deborah Posel
Artist’s walkabout: Saturday 17th February 11.00 – 12.30

UCT Irma Stern Museum
21, Cecil Road, Rosebank, Cape Town Tel: 27-21-6855686
Tuesday – Friday 10.00 – 17.00, Saturday 10.00 – 2.00
www.irmasternmuseum.org.za
Whatsapp: +972507383450 | www.pamelsilver.com
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New Arrivals
New Arrivals: South Africa (July – Dec 2017)
Cape Town
Atias, Mario & Lisa, Daniel, Eden and Lior
Baron, Saul & Taryn, Adina, Miriam and Moshe
Botha, Ezraela & Amitai, Akim, Yaniv and Yosef
Cohen, Romy
Freeman, Andrea
Katzeff, Erin
Kavnat, Bradley Aaron
Kotzen, Kevin
Scher, Daniella
Shapiro, Thelma Ann
Sher, Lexi

Durban
Francis, Sheli
Kassuto, Avi

Johannesburg

telfed

Aronson, Anne Marie & Warren, Isabella and Rachel
Berger, Sheli
Cane (Swartz), Monique
Collie, Elizabeth
Eliyohu, Goldfain
Elkon, Mikaela
Epstein, Trevor & Nicole and Erin Chaya
Evans, Morris & Dorothy

Feldman, Eli Chai
Finkelstein, Aaron
Flax, David & Deborah and Steven
Geffen, Ariel & Maxine
Gien, Talya
Gischen, Ingrid & Sidney
Glassman, Chana & Asher Gordon
Hirsch, Michele & Jeffrey, Gabrielle and Jonathan
Hurwitz, Anthony & Kaylee, Shari and Gadiella
Kotzen, Adam
Krawitz, Ben
Lasker, Carly
McCarthy, Nicole & Larry, Ayala Rivka, Aviva, Sarah and Chava
Milstein, Daniel
Reingold, Jana
Rosenblum, Jeanette & Hirsch
Sacks, Gita
Saksenberg, Barry
Segal, Carole
Segal, Karmia & Shabsi
Shapiro, Terri
Silverman, Tanya & Ian Samuel
Smith, Lara
Stamelman, Trevor & Shirley, Gabriela, Uriel and Raphaela
Sternstein, Livia
Sussman, David Israel & Roslyn
Yuter, Jesse
Ziegler, Sarah
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Aronson Family

Ben Krawitz

David and Deborah Flax and Adam Kotzen

Suffering from knee pain?
Back pain? Hip pain?
Many people who suffer from such pain feel like they've been drawn into a cycle of hopping from one
treatment option to another, hoping to obtain temporary relief from the pain. When the effects of one
temporary treatment wear off, they continue on to the next treatment.
Pain is not the root of the problem. Pain is the result of a problem.
Breakthrough scientific research in the field has revealed that along with the importance of muscle strength,
our muscles play another significant role, which is almost never talked about: control. When the muscle's
control of the joint is impaired, the movement of the joint is affected and the burden on it is unbalanced,
leading to pain.

In order to reduce the burden on the joint and return the
muscles around the joint to normal functioning, AposTherapy
was developed.
The treatment is based on a foot-worn device individually adjusted by
a certified physiotherapist, using a unique computerized lab.
AposTherapy is easy and convenient, and fits seamlessly into the
patient's daily routine.

AposTherapy successfully treats:
• Osteoarthritis, wear of cartilage - in the knee, hip or ankle • Knee injuries - torn meniscus, torn ligament
• Lower back pain, bulging disc, herniated disc • Sports injuries - recurrent ankle sprains, Achilles tendonitis
• Rehabilitation before and after joint replacement surgery

www.apostherapy.co.il
The Treatment is reimbursed by all the "Mushlamim" of the "Kupot Cholim"

To schedule an appointment for consultation
and to try AposTherapy, with no obligation:
Or visit our website at apostherapy.co.il

Jerusalem | Haifa | Modiin
Herzliya | M'rar | Afula
Be'er Sheva | Nahariya
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Feature By Beth Protea correspondent

BETH PROTEA COMES OF AGE

A LIVING VISION…… AND STILL BL
On the Silver Anniversary of Beth Protea, the retirement
home established 25 years ago mainly for the benefit of
aging ex-South Africans, Beth Protea’s first chairman, Walter
Robinson (1982-1990) sat down for a chat with current
Chairman, Michael Silver, elected in 2017.
It provided a golden opportunity to compare the dreams that
created this special home, the reality of what it became and a
look to the future.

In the beginning…..

While much has changed over the years, “What has NOT
changed,” emphasized Walter “is the fundamental principle
of providing a warm, secure, and caring environment” for the
residents of Beth Protea, keeping a watchful eye on each one
of them without intruding on privacy.
A sumptious, wholesome midday meal is provided and
numerous activities are on offer for those wishing to
participate – lectures, concerts, and tiyulim (outings). There is
a diverse array of arts and crafts to choose from; and to keep
the body in shape, “there is the gym and water exercises in

telfed

Today a resident of Beth Protea with his wife Fanny, Walter
addressed the questions put to him with his trademark Irish
gusto. He is now benefitting personally from the hard work of
more than thirty years ago, having come full circle.
“It all began with Eileen Friedman who at the time was
desperately looking for an Anglo-Saxon retirement home to
bring her aging parents to. She had no success, but together
with Freda Wolman, these two friends set off on a mission
to get such a facility built. Soon an excellent committee was
formed.
There was NO land, NO money and NO project. But…. There
was the will and the drive and this is more than one needs
to transform a dream into reality. An office was opened in
Ra’anana, and committee members were sent to relevant
departments and to South Africa to seek support for the
scheme. While there have been many wonderful philanthropic

people who contributed to the creation of this incredible
institution over the years, and who continue to do so, special
mention must be made of Eric and Sheila Samson. Over and
above their continuous generosity, they were in the early days
inspirational in bringing this project to fruition. Credit must
also be given to the Herzliya municipality who provided the
land.”
Walter credited Telfed too, “who in the early days assisted
in securing financial facilities for Beth Protea to literally
get the project off the ground”. That relationship has only
strengthened with many members of Telfed and Beth Protea
collaborating on common issues. In fact, it was the then
Chairman of Telfed, Nick Alhadeff – today also a resident
of Beth Protea – who had made the presentation to South
African President F.W. de Klerk when he laid the foundation
stone of the building in 1992.
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Pride of the Southern African Community. Founding Father and “Mr. Beth Protea”, Walter Robinson (left) with present chairman,
Michael Silver.

GE

LL BLOSSOMING AT 25
the indoor pool.” The residents committee – currently headed
by Eric Michaels - meet regularly and suggestions from the
residents are passed onto management and implemented
where possible and practical.
Full credit to the special staff. Together this creates great team
work. “It is a privilege to be a resident at Beth Protea,” is a
sentiment expressed regularly by the residents.

And as for now…..
Michael Silver, elected Chairman in 2017, reflects the
injection of the emerging younger generation on the Beth
Protea board, bringing renewed energy and ideas. The board
is an amalgam of older and younger members providing
experience, enterprise, and innovation. Approached some
years ago by Isaac Lipschitz (also a former Chairman)
to join the board, the new Chairman is motivated by the
admonishment that a society’s first responsibility “is to look
after the children and the elderly.”
Michael appreciates and gratefully acknowledges that the
management and staff of Beth Protea “go far beyond the
call of duty” to create a very special atmosphere, one of care
and compassion guided by the conviction that the residents
come first.
Part of managing a retirement home is continuously looking
to the future. With the general population happily living
longer, this means astute and strategic forward-planning.
Evolving medical needs and changes in lifestyles require
management to process and respond to these changes.
A superb example of Beth Protea recognising the needs of the
community and responding is its innovative PROTEA HOME
CARE initiative. “Some five years ago, we were apprised of the
need to provide care and support to the elderly living at home,
such as supplying meals, assisting with household matters
and coordinating medical care and appointments. From small
beginnings, this has grown to be a major Beth Protea project
and a comprehensive service to the community at large. It
has lived up to its founding sentiment: “If you cannot come
to Beth Protea, Beth Protea will come to you”. It also offers,
concludes Michael, “many opportunities for volunteers to
be of service.”
Israel salutes the flourishing ‘flower’ of its South African
community in Israel - Beth Protea; its wonderful residents
and staff, and caring Board on this glorious celebration of its
Silver Jubilee!!

Wishing chag sameach
to all our clients!

Project Management and
Project & Property Development
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By David E. Kaplan

2017 - The Y

It has been an extraordinary year of celebrations.
Following 2016, when the Jewish community in South Africa
celebrated its 175th anniversary tracing its genesis to the eve
of Yom Kippur in 1841 and the first synagogue service in Cape
Town attended by seventeen in the home of 1820 settler,
Benjamin Norden, now part of the Mount Nelson Hotel,
2017 has been “over and beyond,” says Telfed Chairman,
Batya Shmukler.
“Apart from the Maccabi Games in July, which saw the largest
participation in history and which Telfed organized buses to
the opening ceremony, this year we have been celebrating
milestones that have shaped the destiny of this country and the
Jewish people.” She is right.
In 2017, Israelis celebrated the 120th anniversary of the First
Zionist Congress in Basel, the jubilee of the victory of the Six
Day War and the reunification of Jerusalem, and a short letter
penned one hundred years ago in 1917 that truly transformed
the Jewish world – the Balfour Declaration.

telfed

South Africans for the most part came on Aliyah out of
conviction. The ‘romance’ between the pioneering Jews
in Southern Africa and the State of Israel, goes back long
before Israel’s independence in 1948. Stories reveal that while
immigrant Jews from mostly Eastern Europe were living in
tents in dusty dreary mining camps in Kimberley looking for
diamonds and later prospecting for gold in Johannesburg
during the late nineteenth century - and with hardly enough
money to feed and house a family - they would still set aside
every month “a few shillings” for the Jews in Palestine.
Struggling to eke out a living, they found it within themselves
to sacrifice for their fellow Jews struggling to build a Jewish
Homeland. “What is my struggle next to the struggle of my
People,” was a sentiment often expressed and fostered the
passion for Israel.

26

Library of Congress

True Romance

Monumental Moment. The Balfour Declaration only became
a reality following Britain’s defeat of the Ottoman Turks in
Palestine ironically depicted by General Allenby entering the Old
City though Jaffa Gate on the 11 December 1917.

Big Bang Theory
In July, the Knesset celebrated the 120th anniversary of the
First Zionist Congress held in 1897 in Basel, Switzerland,
which set in motion the establishment of the Jewish state.
Knesset Speaker Yuli-Yoel Edelstein said it was “one of the
most important turning points in the history of the Jewish
People. Not only was the torch of Jewish freedom lit in Basel;
in Basel, the big bang was ignited, which changed the course
of history.”

The Dreamers. Julia Slonim of Young Mizrachi leaving
Johannesburg station on route to Palestine in 1946 little knowing
that she would the same year be attending the first Zionist
Conference in Basel following WWII and the Holocaust.

The Visionary. Herzl on his Basel balcony looking beyond the
lake to a future Jewish state.

The 1967 Volunteers. (l-r): 3rd from left, Billy Eliasov
(z”l) (Betar), 4th from left, John Eliasov (head of Habonim
contingent), 5th from right, Morris Strauss (head of Betar
contingent), 7th from right, Betari Douglas Dotan (Cowan)

The National Photograph Collection, Kluger Zoltan

e Year That Was
Former Telfed Chairman Solly Sacks got a taste of that “big
bang” when he attended the centenary of that First Zionist
Congress in Basel in 1997, visiting Room 117 of the hotel
where Herzl, during the Fifth Zionist congress in December in
1901 was photographed leaning on the railing of his balcony
dreaming - or so it appeared – of a future Jewish state.
“It was like taking in a breath of world history,” says Solly “for
the thoughts he formulated there, led directly to why I - a
century later - was visiting as a proud citizen of the State of
Israel.”
The year following Herzl’s iconic posture on the balcony of
Room 117, he wrote in Altneuland (Old, New Land) – “If you
will it, it is no dream.”
‘Dreaming’ of attending the first Zionist Congress following
World War II and the Shoah was the late Julia Slonim
from Johannesburg who was in Israel on the first Machon
programme from South Africa.
“We all felt the future of the Jewish people lay in the balance
and I wanted to be part of it.” Friends remarked that “I was
crazy; after all, how could I possibly get to Switzerland and how
would I be accepted into the Congress amongst all the great
Jewish leaders in the world?”
There was no holding Julia back!
Using her contacts, she wangled an invitation and crossed the
Mediterranean on a converted cattle boat. “In Basel, we didn’t
have money to stay in a hotel, so we slept in an old building
which had been soldiers’ barracks.”
All these material difficulties in no way dampened the feeling
“that I was playing a part of history-in-the-making. I lapped
up every minute of it. We sat spellbound listening to David
Ben Gurion’s fiery speeches.”
Apart from meeting many of the great leaders at the time, “the
most amazing thing was meeting young people from around
the world. I thought; we are the future; we are going to usher
in the new state and forge a new destiny for our people.”
However, most sobering for young Julia was “meeting the
Holocaust survivors. All I could think of was – ‘there by the
grace of God, go I’. There was this collective feeling about our
mission: never again!”
Reinforcing “Never Again” was Israel’s victory in the Six Day War
and hearing the words Mordechai “Motta” Gur - commander
of the forces who recaptured the Old City:
“The Temple Mount is in our hands!” (Hebrew: Har HaBayit
BeYadeinu).
Those words - signifying the reunification of Jerusalem
- resonates to this day, melodiously memorialised in the
musical score of Naomi Shemer’s ‘Jerusalem of Gold’.
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permission from the Dean of the faculty “to absent myself
indefinitely.” He found his professor, Frik van Reneen, “most
considerate and sympathetic,” who said, “you go with my
blessings and respect and hopefully when you return,
we will accept you back in the faculty.” While for Morris his
decision was resolute, “I, on the other hand, had to cope
within myself with informing my mother who was a young
widow of fourteen months that I was leading our movement’s
volunteer group. She was amazingly brave and showed great
understanding.”
The leadership of the movement was apprised of the
developments and "we called an emergency meeting at the
Betar Maon in Parktown of our senior members. The message
was also sent out to all our centres throughout South Africa
and Rhodesia. With war becoming more likely, the decision
was made, and our first set of volunteers left on Saturday
night, the 3rd of June, arriving twenty-four hours later in Tel
Aviv due to the circuitous route we had to fly.”
Morris's group of twelve volunteers from Betar out of a total
of 51 were sent to Misgav Dov, near Tel Nof air base for the
first ten days, and then to kibbutz Dafna in the north.
He returned to Johannesburg in October and "continued with
my dental studies unconditionally.”      
Capturing the anxiety and the jubilation in a very personal
way was Avril Shulman (nee Lewin) from Herzliya. On the 9th
June 1967, she penned a letter to her parents in Cape Town.
“I am so proud to be the wife of a sabra. In the last three weeks, I
have lived a lifetime. Even as I write, I do not know where Amnon
is or how he is. I hope and pray and wait.”
Avril had to ‘hope’, ‘pray’ and ‘wait’ until the 20th June when

telfed

Celebrating the jubilee of the Six Day War, former Telfed
director, Sidney Shapiro recalls those heady days in May
1967 in Cape Town, when as a young student leader at UCT,
“We called a meeting not expecting too many to pitch up as it
was during lecture time.”
How wrong he was!
The hall in Mowbray was bursting at the seams with
Jewish students piling into the garden and onto the street.
Dispensing with his prepared text and speaking from the
heart, he convinced himself and many others to forego the
rest of the academic year and volunteer for Israel.
As those that responded to the call in 1948 to fight in Israel's
War of Independence, so the volunteers of 1967 put their lives
on hold and boarded flights to Israel as soon as they could.
“My parents understood,” recalls Sidney, as did most the
parents of that generation of volunteers who had good cause
this June to celebrate the centenary.
Some weeks before the outbreak of the Six Day War, Dr.
Morris Strauss was invited as the national head of Betar
South Africa to a meeting at the home of the Israeli Consul
General, Col. Jack Monbaz who was the highest ranked
Israeli official in South Africa. “At the time there was no
embassy in either South Africa or Israel,” says Morris, who on
entering a room, found himself amongst the fellow heads of
the other Zionist Youth movements in South Africa. “We were
told that there was a strong likelihood that war would break
out and that the situation indeed looked bleak. He made an
appeal to organize a volunteer group to go to Israel and to
help wherever needed.”
Being in his fourth year at Wits Dental School, Morris required
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Capital Contribution. Plaque inside
Jerusalem’s Old City recognizing South African
Jewry’s generosity in restoring Jaffa Gate.

Jubilation in Jerusalem
Between the two monumental events – the First Zionist
Conference of 1897 and the Reunification of Jerusalem
of 1967 – were two other major events. Both had to occur to
ensure Israel’s fruition.
And they both occurred in the same year - one month apart.
Herzl’s negotiations with the Ottoman sultan to restore
Jewish sovereignty was unsuccessful; it would take a new
ruler of the area to bring that to fruition. That only became
“possible” following General Allenby’s conquest of Palestine
in 1917. His victorious entry into the Old City on the 11th of
December 1917 was even more meaningful to world Jewry
because of a letter written the month before and that would
become known as the Balfour Declaration.
South African Jewry expressed their ‘jubilation’ that is now
literally ‘set in stone’. Entering the Old City through the
majestic Jaffa Gate, a look to the left will reveal a beautifully
crafted ceramic plaque that reads:
“JAFFA GATE Restored by the generous help of South African
Jewry 1969”
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at two in the morning, she heard a knock at the front door.
Jumping out of bed and daring to hope, she ran and opened
the door. Standing in front of her stood, “a hunk of a man
dressed in an Israeli uniform and Egyptian boots, a Russian
gun, and a South African tog bag, covered from head to foot
in Sinai dust, but looking very familiar.” The reunion between
Avril and Amnon, “is something I cannot describe.”

Words Shaping Destiny. The brief letter from Arthur Balfour to
Lord Rothchild that became known as The Balfour Declaration.

Beaming over Balfour
On the 7th November 2017, the Balfour Declaration Centenary
was marked in the Knesset by an International Conference,
organised by B’nai Brith World Center in association with
the Balfour Centenary Committee, comprising most of
immigrant organisations, including Telfed.
Amongst the many dignitaries attending was the British
Ambassador to Israel, David Quarrey, and Lord Jacob
Rothschild, great-nephew of Lord Walter Rothschild, the
recipient of Balfour’s letter.
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Today 81, and head of the family’s banking dynasty, Jacob
Rothschild revealed recently in a TV interview with former
Israeli Ambassador to the UK, Daniel Taub that the declaration
of support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine “went through
five drafts” before finally being penned on 2 November 1917:
“It was the greatest event in Jewish life for thousands of years, a
miracle… It took 3,000 years to get to this.”
Representing Telfed on the Israel Balfour Centenary
Committee was Peter Bailey who is most proud of General
Jan Christiaan Smuts's support for Jewish statehood. Bailey
has researched South Africa's wartime Prime Minister's
role and reveals why there is a street in Tel Aviv (Jan Smuts
Boulevard) and a kibbutz in the north of Israel (Ramat
Yohanan) named after him. It further explains why Smuts's
great-grandson, Philip Weyers was among the dignitaries
from abroad who attended the Knesset ceremony.
“After Smuts and Weizmann had met in London during the
First World War, the two began a close friendship that lasted

a direct conduit to the War Cabinet.” In common with Smuts,
“Lloyd George and Balfour also had Christian Evangelical
backgrounds as children, and would emerge ardent Christian
Zionists. The spiritual aspect of Zionism held great appeal
for them. The precise role played by Smuts has not come
to the fore, but in almost every history of that momentous
period, the name Smuts flits in and out, almost like that of
an eminence grise exercising an influence that has never been
fully revealed.”
In a recent interview, Philip Weyers said of his greatgrandfather who he refers to as “Oubaas” (old boss) that “he
was the anonymous partner to the Balfour Declaration. The
spirit and even some of the wording of the Balfour Declaration
came from the Oubaas’s mouth. His thoughts and views carried
a lot of weight, and is imbedded in that fateful document.”
It is little wonder that Kibbutz Ramat Yohanan (Smuts) which
was founded in 1932 was named in honour of Jan Smuts;
Yohanan being the Hebrew translation for the Afrikaans, ‘Jan’
or English ‘John’, in recognition of his unstinting efforts on
behalf of the Jewish people.
However, the Balfour Declaration might have literally ended
up a ‘dead letter’, were it not for a conference held at the
picturesque Italian coastal town of San Remo three years later!

Centrality of Israel

telfed

Intimate Insights. Jan Smuts's great-grandson Philip Weyers
(left) at the Balfour Declaration celebration in Ra’anana organised
by Telfed’s Events Committee, chaired by Peter Bailey (right)
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for the rest of their lives and greatly influenced events in
Palestine,” says Bailey. He refers to an essay by a Richard P.
Stevens on Smuts and Weizmann where he writes that
“perhaps few personal friendships have so influenced the
course of political events during the twentieth century as the
relationship between General Jan Christiaan Smuts, South
Africa’s celebrated prime minister, and Chaim Weizmann,
Zionist leader, and Israel’s first president.”
British Prime Minister, David Lloyd George had great
admiration for Smuts for his astute counseling during the
Great War. His views on a future Jewish state thus found a
receptive ear in the British Prime Minister.
“Smuts played a monumental backroom role in the drafting of
the Balfour Declaration,” says Bailey, “providing Weizmann with

One hundred years after Balfour galvanized the Jewish world
towards statehood, I addressed at a TbT (Truth be Told)
debate at Beth Protea on ‘What did Balfour begat; and what
did it begot’ to Dr. David Breakstone, Vice Chairman of the
Jewish Agency the question:
“How central today is Israel in the lives of Jews abroad?”
He replied by recalling an exchange he had had with a
professor in Zionist Education whose specialty is the teaching
of Israel. The exchange took place at a conference in the USA
during a coffee break:
“Stop talking to us about the centrality of Israel in American
Jewish life – it is passé,” said the professor.
Astonished Breakstone reminded the professor:
“Passé you say! In what direction do Jews pray? Is it not
Jerusalem? At wedding ceremonies, does not the groom break
the glass recalling the destruction of the Second Temple in
Jerusalem; and at the Pesach Seder, do we not say, “Next year
in Jerusalem?” Does this not indicate that Israel is central to
Jewish life everywhere?”
“Yes, but that is purely symbolic.”
“Yes, for 2000 years, while we were in exile, it was symbolic,”
replied Breakstone, “However you don’t think something

fundamentally changed in 1948 and that we have moved
beyond symbolism?”
Breakstone reminded the professor that for Israel’s esteemed
writer, A.B Yehoshua when Diaspora Jews say, “Next year in
Jerusalem” “he expects them to get on a plane and come. It is
a very literal position. My position is not a case of whether the
person means it but rather says it with meaning.”
The way Jewish communities around the world have been
marking the Balfour Declaration indicates they are honouring
it as a monumental milestone it as a monumental milestone
towards Jewish statehood.
Representing the British government at the Knesset was
Ambassador David Quarrey whose Prime Minister, Theresa
May, expressed that the Balfour Declaration:
“.. is one of the most important letters in history. It demonstrates
Britain’s vital role in creating a homeland for the Jewish people
and it is an anniversary we will be marking with pride.”

It was here that Simon Galloon, who arrived in 1911 from
Lithuania “as the Hebrew teacher, mashgiach, schochet,
and in charge of all Zionist affairs for the district received
two telegrams from the SAZF in 1920,” says his daughterin-law Rae Galloon of Ra’anana. She shows me the original
telegrams dated a few days apart – the 28th and 30th of April
1920. The first reads: “Zionist headquarters advise Peace
Conference definitely decided to establish Jewish national home
in Palestine. Heartfelt fraternal congratulations.”
The second was a request to celebrate the outcome of the
Peace Conference by “holding thanksgiving services, mass
meetings, banquets or any other suitable functions” in order
to raise “a quarter of a million for restoration fund from South
Africa. Adopt all…ensure immediately maximum donations
from everyone in your town and district – report what steps you
are taking.”
This example of commitment and passion in one small district
is a microcosm of the Jewish Southern African commitment

History Lesson. Participants on a Telfed tiyul to Ramat Yohanan
hear why the kibbutz, founded in 1932, was named after the
South African Prime Minister Jan Smuts who was a prominent
supporter of Zionism and instrumental in the wording of the
Balfour Declaration.

Small Town, Big Heart. A 1920 telegram from the SAZF to
Simon Galloon in Tulbagh requesting that he mobilise the
community to raise funds for a Jewish state in Palestine.

Throughout the journey to statehood, South African Jewry
stood in the vanguard. This was evident following the 1919
Paris Peace Conference of the Allied victors at the end of
World War I, where Chaim Weizmann presented the case for
a Jewish homeland in Palestine. The statement that followed
proposing that the newly established British Mandate should
“promote Jewish immigration and settlement”, “encourage
self-government”, and “ensure religious freedoms”, fired up
the Jewish community in South Africa from the big cities to
the small towns like Tulbagh in the Western Cape.

to the establishment of the Jewish homeland following the
1920 Peace Conference giving teeth to the Balfour Declaration
of 1917.
A letter short in sentences, the Balfour Declaration was long
in significance.
I am reminded of the words of Israel’s illustrious minister of
Foreign Affairs, Abba Eban:
“Israel’s future will be longer than its past.”
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KEREN TELFED

KEREN TELFED & OTHER FUNDS

telfed

Please remember Keren Telfed when you are celebrating happy occasions,
when you are invited to enjoy meals with friends, or to pay tribute to the memories
of loved ones. Donations are used to assist Southern Africans in Israel during
times of individual or family need and are tax-deductible. All donations are
acknowledged in the magazine as soon as possible after receipt thereof. Please
contact the office to make your donation: 09-7907819 or donations@telfed.org.il
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KEREN TELFED FUND (general assistance to the community as needed)
....... Honorees
Donors
....... Hilda Meyer - Special Birthday
Andrea Armist
....... Joe Milner - 90th Birthday
Annette Gordon
....... Bebe Feldman - 80th Birthday
Annette Gordon
....... Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Barbara & Harry Lipchin
....... Reuben Mowszowski - Happy Birthday
Batya & Jonathan Shmukler and family
....... Joe Milner - 90th Birthday
Bebe Feldman
....... Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Ben & Carol Novis
....... Maish Isaacson- 60th Birthday
Benjamin & Jillian Friedman
Bebe Feldman - 80th
....... Honouring Sid Shapiro - Yakir Telfed Award
Bryan & Jean Myers
Birthday - Annette
....... Riwa & Ron Lapid - Shana Tova
Bryan & Ruth Slater
Gordon, Dennis &
....... Vivienne Ben-David & Stuart Margolis - Marriage
Carron Sher
Charlotte Wiener, Joe
& Esther Milner, Judy
....... Boaz Menashe - 90th Birthday
Dave & Gail Bloom
Cohen and Lucy &
....... Shana Tova to Andy, Philip, Ruby & Noa Katz
Dennis & Annette Solomon
Franklin Plein
....... Shana Tova to Hymie & Mickey Goldblatt
Dennis & Annette Solomon
....... Bebe Feldman - 80th Birthday
Dennis & Charlotte Wiener
....... Stuart & Lyn Zinn - Wedding anniversary
Earl & Anat Zinn
....... Elizabeth & Ernest Schneider Kuper - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Elizabeth & Ernest Schneider Kuper
....... Ernest Schneider Kuper - 84th birthday
Elizabeth Schneider Kuper & Family
....... In appreciation to Leah Newstead
Fonda Dubb
....... Honouring Sid Shapiro - Yakir Telfed Award
Fonda Dubb
....... David Tankel - 90th Birthday
Fonda Dubb, Tanya, Michael & Nicky
....... Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Freda Lanesman
....... Fay & Benyamin Wittert - Shana Tova
Hazel & Herbert Gaito
....... Tchiya & Jack Harris - Shana Tova
Hazel & Herbert Gaito
....... Frankie & Rochie Meyers - Shana Tova
Hazel & Herbert Gaito
....... Tamar & Ilana Meir - Shana Tova
Hazel & Herbert Gaito
....... Sarah & Dave Paiken - Shana Tova
Hazel & Herbert Gaito
....... Miriam Shiloni - Shana Tova
Hazel & Herbert Gaito
....... Leah Isenberg - Shana Tova
Hazel & Herbert Gaito
....... Reuben Mowszowski - Happy Birthday
Ilana & Micha Grunberg and family
....... Matthew Port - Birthday
Jack & Ruth Trappler
....... Ethne Tolkin - 70th Birthday
Jean Kangisser
....... Shana Tova greetings to family and friends
Jeffrey Geffen
....... Bebe Feldman - 80th Birthday
Joe & Esther Milner
....... Joe Milner - 90th Birthday
Judith Cohen
Bryan Slater - 80th
....... Bebe Feldman - 80th Birthday
Judy Cohen
Birthday - Barbara
....... Jo-Anne & Russell Liebson - Thank you
Judy Cohen
& Harry Lipchin, Ben
....... Buzz Menashe - 90th Birthday
Keevan, Bennie, Leon, Jock,
& Carol Novis, Freda
Lanesman, Lynette
Gerald & Lionel (Tuesday Breakfast Club)
Shapiro, Maurice &
....... Ruth Trappler - Special Birthday
Leon & Ann Moss
Marcia Katz, Monty
....... Miriam Doctors - 70th Birthday
Leon & Mireille Favish
& Marlene Sacho,
....... Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Lynette Shapiro
Peter & Jeanne Bailey,
....... Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Maurice & Marcia Katz
Rennette Gordon,
....... Shana Tova greetings to family and friends
Mel & Eileen Cohen
Riwa & Ron Lapid,
....... Les Sheer - 90th Birthday
Mervyn & Joyce Lasovsky
Annette & Dennis
....... Shelley Matisonn - Special Birthday & Shana Tova
Michael & Sheila Zetler
Solomon and Arthur
....... Morrie Basker - In appreciation & Shana Tova
Michael & Sheila Zetler
& Vivien Wolman
....... In honour of twin grandchildren joining the army
Monty & Marlene Sacho
....... Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Monty & Marlene Sacho

Donors
Pat & Cecil Breiter
Peter & Jeanne Bailey
Phyllis Collins
Rennette Gordon
Reva Rudolph
Rhona Sheer Maliniak
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Riwa & Ron Lapid
Rosa Levor
Ruth & Yosi Mor
Shely & Barry Cohen and family
Shirley & Ivan Kantor
Shirley & Yehuda Frame
Sid & Michele Shapiro
Steve & Ethyne Handler
Steven & Thelma Levy
Sydney & Pam Miller
Thelma & Steve Levy
Tova & Lesley Berman

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

Honorees
Ruth Trappler - Special Birthday
Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Les Sheer - 90th Birthday
Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Sherna Labe - 70th Birthday
Sidney & Michele Shapiro - Shana Tova
Shana Tova to Ruth & Bryan Slater
Shana Tova to Karin Hesselberg
Shana Tova to Arnold & Rachel Shub
Shana Tova to Louise & Arthur Lipschitz
Shana Tova to Vivien & Arthur Wolman
Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
In honour of Tzlil Levor & Roy Keinan
Shana Tova to Esther Katz
Reuben Mowszowski - Happy Birthday
Ruth Trappler - Special Birthday
Trevor Segal - 70th Birthday
Jean Myers - 80th Birthday
Shana Tova greetings to family & friends
Shana Tova to Debbie & Bernard Kampel
Lennie Cartoon - 80th Birthday
Leo Dubb - 80th Birthday
Boaz Menashe - 90th Birthday

LONE SOLDIERS FUND (to assist Southern African & Australian lone soldiers)
....... Joan Maltz - Birthday
Annette Milliner-Giladi & Jillian Milliner
....... In loving memory of Hymie Ebedes & John Horn
Barbara Ben Josef
....... In loving memory of husband Morris Rosenberg
Gillian Rosenberg
....... Bebe Feldman - 80th Birthday
Lucy & Franklin Plein
....... Freddie Mayers - 80th Birthday
Max & Yvonne Leibowitz
....... Joe Milner - 90th Birthday
Pauline Borsuk

Joe Milner - 90th
Birthday - Annette
Gordon, Bebe
Feldman, Judith
Cohen and Pauline
Borsuk

HELPING HAND (for the elderly, families at risk, single parents & families with special needs)
....... In loving memory of Isaac Melcer
David & Rae Kopping
....... In loving memory of Greer-Rose Kopping
David & Rae Kopping
....... In loving memory of Jacqueline Adelsky
Deborah Orr
....... In loving memory of Kitty Levin
Herzl & Shirley Levin
....... Simon Novikow - 94th Birthday
Nydia Chesler
....... In loving memory of brother in law Syd Goldberg
Reuven & Doreen Karni
....... In loving memory of father, Abe
Sender & Zelda Lees
....... Ilan & Sivan Gluckman - Marriage
Wilma & Colin Gluckman
IN MEMORIAM
Alan & Deborah Miller
Annette Gordon
Anonymous
Arnold & Peggy Friedman
Aura Kruss
Barbara Ben Josef
Basil Sandler
Bella Fielding
Bernard & Marion Werner
Cathy & Allan Serchuk
Chava Agmon
David & Rae Kopping
David & Rae Kopping
David Shawinsky
Deborah Orr
Dina & Ruth Hatchuel
Edie & Harold Kaufman
Eitan & Doreen Levy

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

In loving memory of Adrian Brenner
In loving memory of Lionel Gordon
In loving memory of Ros Israelstam
In loving memory of Rita Abel
In loving memory of Michael Kruss
In loving memory of Hymie Ebedes & John Horn
In loving memory of Riva Sandler
In loving memory of daughter Andy Hurwitz
In loving memory of Lionel Marks
In loving memory of Celina Serchuk
In loving memory of Hugo Agmon Alpersten
In loving memory of Isaac Melcer
In loving memory of Greer-Rose Kopping
In loving memory of Gerald Shawinsky & Jack Gochin
In loving memory of Jacqueline Adelsky
In loving memory Marvyn & Aliza Hatchuel
In loving memory of Ilan Kaufman
In loving memory of Riva Sandler

Reuben Mowszowski
- Happy Birthday Batya & Jonathan
Shmukler and family,
Ilana & Micha
Grunberg and family
and Shely & Barry
Cohen and family
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Donors
Esther Strauss
Fonda Dubb
Frank, Margaret & Paul Fabian
Geoffrey & Tamara Israel
Geoffrey & Tamara Israel
Gershon Gan & Ifa Levanon
Gillian Rosenberg
Gillian Rosenberg
Glen & Lucille Eilon
Herzl & Shirley Levin
Jean Kangisser
Jean Kangisser
Jeff Geffen
Joe & Yona Katz
Joe Woolf

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

Joel & Beryl Klotnick
Joseph & Myra Evron
Luba Zuk
Milton Kaplan
Naomi & Moshe Roffman
Narda Korakin
Natalie Ginsburg
Nate & Paula Levinthal
Norman & Gillian Aisler
Pat & Moshe Zuckerman
Rae & David Kopping
Refael Shvil (Swil)
Riva Friedman
Robert & Rhona Berzack
Robert & Rhona Berzack
Roslyn Steinberg
Rufus & Natalie Moss-Rendell
Rose Lurie
Sadie Symon
Sender & Zelda Lees
Shirley & Simon Meyerowitz
Simcha Kagman
Sol & Chana Ben-Ami
Solly & Gill Elstein
Sonia Sacks
Stanley & Irit Perlman
Tzvi & Shelley Dwolatzky
Vicky Scher
Wilfred & Chana Stein
Yocheved & Shabtai Grolman
Yona Wiseman
Ziona Agulnik
Zvi Sadur
Louis Goldstein

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

Honorees
In loving memory of Jack Strauss
In loving memory of Jason Jedwood
In loving memory of Talyah
In loving memory of Louis & Beryl Israel
In loving memory of Ann & Solly Broude
In loving memory of Arie & Brina Genn
In loving memory of husband Morris Rosenberg
In loving memory of Iris Amdur
In loving memory of Mark Eilon
In loving memory of Kitty Levin
In loving memory of parents Ralph & Annie Rubinsky
In loving memory of husband Wolfie Kangisser
In loving memory of parents Oscar & Hilda Geffen
In loving memory of Sam & Nettie Katz
In memory of Maurice Ostroff, Migdal Teperson, Gordon
Cohen & Ralph Lanesman
In loving memory of Gordon Futeran
In loving memory of Abe & Mary Friedlander
In loving memory of Joe Zuk
In loving memory of Bella Kaplan
In loving memory of Dave & Minnie Wacks
In loving memory of mother Sara Sapeika
In loving memory of Jessie Goldstuck
In loving memory of Izzy & Phyllis Levinthal
In loving memory of Harold Cohen
In loving memory of Ilan Korren
In loving memory of daughter Greer-Rose
In loving memory of Rochelle Swil
In loving memory of Teddy Friedman
In loving memory of Maurice & Sylvia Berzack
In loving memory of Arthur & Hannah Kenisgsberg
In loving memory of brother Michael
In loving memory of Freda, Joel, Bella & Percy
In loving memory of Melanie Aronowich
In loving memory of Mickey Symon
In loving memory of father, Abraham
In loving memory of brothers Gidon, Jeff & Rami Katz
In loving memory of Celina Serchuk
In loving memory of Jeanette Hersch (nee Kahn)
In loving memory of Phina Rosin
In loving memory of Leslie Sacks
In loving memory of Leah & Hymie Perlman
In loving memory of Yeta Chin
In loving memory of Nokkie Scher
In loving memory of Rachel Morgenstern
In loving memory of parents Grolman – Zable
In loving memory of Rosalyn Oster
In loving memory of Elyhu Agulnik
In loving memory of Kayle & Ivan Nocky
In loving memory of Lily Goldstein

Boaz Menashe - 90th
Birthday from Dave
& Gail Bloom , Tova
& Lesley Berman and
The Tuesday breakfast
Club - Keevan, Bennie,
Leon, Jock, Gerald and
Lionel
Mandelzweig, Sydney

Ruth Trappler - Special
Birthday - Leon &
Ann Moss, Pat & Cecil
Breiter and Shirley &
Ivan Kantor

SUSAN SHARON LONE SOLDIER PROJECT (to assist lone soldiers upon completion of their army service, as they settle in to civilian life in Israel)
....... Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Annette & Dennis Solomon
....... Zea Lewis - 90th Birthday
Annette Milliner-Giladi & Jillian Milliner
....... David Tolkin - Bar Mitzvah
Beryl & Dani Schmidt
....... Freddie Mayers - 80th Birthday
Beryl, Dani & Dov Schmidt
....... In loving memory of Hugo Agmon Alpersten
Chava Agmon
....... Ethne Tolkin - 70th Birthday
Debbie & Jonathan Kangisser
....... David Maltz - 75th Birthday
Annette Milliner-Giladi & Jillian Milliner
....... In honour of Sharon Bernstein's retirement
Leon Charney

Donors
Rae & David Koping
Sharon Bernstein
Teddy & Vivienne Saitowitz
Yvonne & Max Leibowitz
The Tiyulim Committee (Rob, Joel, Peter & Eric)

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

Honorees
In loving memory of daughter Greer-Rose
In appreciation to Hertzel, Lola and Sharon Katz
In honour of Sharon Bernstein's retirement
Sherna Labe - 70th Birthday
Les Glassman - Thank you

CARING FOR THE ELDERLY
Barbara & Moshe Abramowitz
Barbara Ben Josef
Cathy & Allan Serchuk
David & Jeanette Paz
Joyce & Mervyn Lasovsky
Marion & Arieh Polusky-Nakash
Naomi & Moshe Roffman
Natalie Ginsburg
Simcha Kagman
Vivienne Pinshow
Wendy & Phil Goldstein

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

Murray & Leanne Goldschmidt - Birthday
Zelda Horn - 80th Birthday
In loving memory of Celina Serchuk
Sheila Patz - 93 Birthday
Dr. Brian Reichman - 70th Birthday
In loving memory Sally & Barney Polusky
In loving memory of Dave & Minnie Wacks
In loving memory of Jessie Goldstuck
In loving memory of Celina Serchuk
In honour of grandchildren - Yanay, Ori, Netanel & Rafael
Angelica Polley & Benjamin Shever - Marriage

Honouring Sid Shapiro
for receiving The Yakir
Telfed Award - Bryan
& Jean Myers and
Fonda Dubb

SCHOLARSHIPS FUNDS
*BURSARY FUND FOR SOLDIERS
*SCHOLARSHIPS
Bernard & Marion Werner

....... In loving memory of Lionel Marks

*ISAAC OCHBERG MEMORIAL FUND
*KEREN ALIZA
Dina & Ruth Hatchuel

....... In loving memory Marvyn & Aliza Hatchuel

*MARILYN CHAZAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In loving memory of
Riva Sandler - Basil
Sandler, and Eitan &
Doreen Levy

*MAURICE OSTROFF MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND
*MAYER PINCUS BAREL FUND
Jennifer & Leonid Rubin

....... In loving memory of Solly & Muriel Chesler

*SAM LEVIN BURSARY FUND
*SURF FUND (Special Urgent Relief Fund)
Arthur & Vivien Wolman
Barry, Sharon & Ilan Katz
Jackie & Davina Shmueli
Joe & Yona Katz
Terry & Carol Kessel
Hertzel & Lola Katz

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

Bryan Slater - 80th Birthday
Hertzel Katz - 85th Birthday
In loving memory of Gidon Katz
In loving memory of Sam & Nettie Katz
Martin Kessel - 80th Birthday
Yigal & Eve Yardeni - Thank you

*PRAS SCHOLARSHIPS
Freyda, Howard, Ayala, Refaela & Yarona Abrams....... Aubrey & Barbara Abrams - 50th wedding anniversary
....... In loving memory of Iris Amdur
Gillian Rosenberg
....... Dennis & Brenda Nathan - 50th wedding anniversary
Naty & Denise Tobias and family in Israel
*WOOLF RAKIN MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND (supported by Rakin family & friends)
....... In honour of friends and family
Renee Rakin
*DENTAL EMERGENCY FUND
TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community initiative)
Estelle & Phillip Chasen

....... In loving memory of Yitzchak Zeev Heller

In loving memory of
Jeanette Hersch (nee
Kahn) pictured above
with her brother
Morris, from Sol and
Chana Ben-Ami
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People By David E. Kaplan

The Graduate

telfed

It’s Never Too Late
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In 2018, 83-year-old Arnie Friedman will be walking down
the aisle. Not the one that comes first to mind - being happily
married to Peggie - but another aisle he missed walking
down over sixty years ago. While circumstances robbed him
of the opportunity of enrolling at UCT in 1950, this passionate
Zionist from Kibbutz Yizre’el will be in 2018 walking down the
aisle at the Max Stern Academic College of Emek Yezreel to
receive his Bachelor of Arts degree.
And Peggie, who stood with Arnie under a Chuppah in 1957,
will be beside him again as he is conferred his degree – the
fulfilment of a lifelong dream.

took one look at our overweight and scruffy crowd standing
before him and bellowed in broken English, “Why did they not
send us money instead to buy arms instead of you useless lot.”
We were really shaken.”
That night, Arnie and his mates met in their barrack, “and we
decided to show him. We pulled ourselves together, lost weight,
trained seriously” and emerged a formidable fighting unit.
Their first battle was not in the ‘Suez Campaign’ however but
what became known as ‘The ZOA Campaign’.

A Long Time Coming

On the eve of their paratrooper course, “Telfed together with
Nahal splashed out on a party at the Tel Aviv headquarters
of the Zionist Organization of America (ZOA) for us.” After all,
this was the first group of Southern African Nahal volunteers.
“We arrived washed, combed, boots shining and clean
uniforms,” says Arnie. “To our delight, also invited to the
party was a group of girls from some college as our dancing

In his final years at SACS in Cape Town in the late 1940s, “I, like
my mates, already started taking preliminary subjects at UCT
in preparation. You could do that in those days.”
However, for Arnie, it would lead nowhere!
The family were in dire financial straits and could not afford
university tuition fees. Following his father’s return in 1944
from the war in North Africa, he opened a business with an
uncle “that struggled,” said Arnie. Having battled the Nazis,
“I did not have the heart to pressure my Dad who was now
battling financially.”
Studying at university was thus put on hold. “It remained on
my to-do list; just a question of – when.”
Arnie took a job with Woolworths, where much of his salary
went to help support his family, but when after a few years,
it became feasible to enrol at UCT, “Habonim in Cape Town
asked me to be Mazkir Klali, which I accepted.” And then, at
the end of 1955, when Arnie again thought that “the time
is right” to study, it was not his family that now needed his
support, but the State of Israel.
Habonim in South Africa received a letter from Shimon Peres
who in the mid-1950s was Director-General of the Ministry of
Defense and involved in the planning of the 1956 Suez War,
in partnership with France and Britain. “In his letter, which he
addressed to Jewish youth movements all over the world, he
revealed that there was a strong likelihood for war sometime
in 1956, and that the State of Israel would welcome young
men volunteering to fight.”
UCT would again have to wait!
“A whole gang of us from the Movement - some students,
some not – volunteered, and on third day of arriving in Israel
we were drilling in uniform.”
However, “our katzin (“officer”) was less than impressed. He

Battle of the Babes

Inspiring Personality. A proud Arnie Friedman on Kibbutz
Yisre’el with his grandson.

Hearing impaired?
Find it very hard to follow local TV ?
Cant get anywhere with local Israeli companies?
We can speak your language. (English and Dutch)

We have a Television solution for you
if your hearing is impaired.
We offer 8 British TV channels
with FULL TEXT SUBTITLES on all programs.
We also offer Dutch channels with subtitles.
Email us for more info at

basicaccess.service@gmail.com

partners. The atmosphere was most convivial – good food, a
band, dancing partners, plenty of beer, as well as a bit of the
more potent stuff!”
Suddenly the party was ‘invaded’ by a group of tough-looking
paratroopers. “Not only did these gatecrashers polish off all
our refreshments but without a “by your leave”, butted in and
took over as the dancing partners of our girls.”
This was a declaration of war!
Tempers were kept in check until the final notes of Hatikva
when the first fists started to fly and within seconds, the scene
was something out of a Western saloon brawl. The Nahal
commander and Telfed staff member, Simie Weinstein

boys acquitted themselves well. This was our first military
battle in Israel.”
However, Arnie had further internal ‘battles’ – either to return
to South Africa and university or stay in Israel with his garin
that had just been joined by a Habonim garin from Australia
on Kibbutz Ginegar near Afula.
Arnie did return to South Africa, not to UCT however, but
to marry his beloved Peggie with whom he returned, and
together settled with his garin on the young kibbutz of Yizre’el.
Times were tough, and Arnie recalls "we were given a hut
without a toilet or shower and only those with their first-born,
were we provided a hut with a bathroom. But those were the
days, and everyone in the country, one way or another, was
roughing it. We were young; we did not come to a built-up
country but to build the country. We were idealists.”
Studying at a university seemed ever-further away as the
days, months and years would turn into decades and Arnie
would establish his reputation as kibbutz head of volunteers
and young groups studying at Yizre’el’s ulpan programmes.
Imbued with the ideology of Habonim – “The Builders” - Arnie
was living the ‘collective’ dream, but he never ever gave up on
his personal dream of studying for a degree.

Dream Fulfilled
Licking Their Wounds. An amused Arnie Friedman
(right) having his leg attended to by Harold Kaufman
during the 1956 ‘Suez Campaign’.
tried to calm everyone down, but to no avail. He was pushed
backwards into a large glass door which shattered into pieces.
Tables and chairs went flying.
“Our officers called for a ‘retreat’ and we were herded
into waiting buses.” On the way back to base, first aid was
administered to cut cheeks, bleeding noses and hurt pride.
“No doubt about it,” says Arnie, “the paratroopers were a far
more experienced fighting unit. Nevertheless, our SA Nahal

And then, one day four years ago, “Now a pensioner”, Arnie
saw a poster on a notice board addressed to the ‘over fifties’
who were looking to study for a BA at the local college.
“Finally, my time had arrived, and with permission granted by
the kibbutz, I signed up. Although it was for the over fifties,
for most of the four years that I took, I was the oldest student.”
“My only sorrow is that my sister in Australia, who so supported
me studying for this BA and assured me that she would attend
my graduation, passed away a month ago at the age of 93. At
least she knew that I had finally fulfilled my dream.”
In this, the 120th anniversary of the First Zionist Congress in
Basel, one is reminded of Herzl’s most famous line:
“If you will it, it is no dream.”
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King Louis

Long Live his Legacy
tennis and badminton to the Guild, so began a journey of this
young man soon to be ‘partnered’ in 1942 by his young bride
Minnie, that would take them along the exciting path of the
SA sporting scene and the Maccabiah Movement.
Poignantly, Louis met Minnie across a table tennis table at
Johannesburg’s Jewish Guild War Memorial Club.
Who won?
The Jewish world of sport.
And when Louis acquired a Minnie Minor, the quip was, “Louis
and his two Minnies.”

What a Sport.
“Everybody knew Louis as ‘Mr. Maccabi’,” says Solly Sacks,
who he met as a young boy “and always looked up to him
in awe. When I eventually became Chairman of the South
African Zionist Federation, I had the privilege of working
with him for many years, and the highlight was always the
Maccabiah. South Africa always sent a large delegation and a
strong team, and Louis worked with Monty Manoim (z’l) and
Rocky Muravitz. They were like a triumvirate.”
Solly joined them for two separate Maccabi games and the
South African team under their leadership was a “lively event”.
Smiling with the intimate recollections of fun days gone by,
Solly reveals that “These boys always had a hospitality room
at the Kfar Maccabia village, and all the teams from around
world used to pop in for a snack and a le’Chaim. It was like

telfed

“An enriching chapter in the history of South African Jewry
came to a close with the passing of Louis Gecelter at the ripe
old age of 98,” says former Telfed Chairman Solly Sacks. How
right he is.
When the father of the Maccabi Games Max Nordau first
coined the expression “Muscular Zionism” to describe his
vision of sport as an instrument to connect world Jewry to the
vision of a Jewish State, he could only have prayed that they
were the likes of a Louis Gecelter to help translate his dream
into a reality. “I have been a member of Maccabi my whole life,
first in Lithuania, then in South Africa and later in Israel,” Louis
told the writer on the occasion of his and Minnie’s Diamond
Wedding Anniversary in 2002. It was celebrated – where else
– at Kfar Maccabiah in Ramat Gan. Many tributes were paid to
the couple, including from the Mayor of Tel Aviv, Ron Huldai.
“I did not have to go to a Jewish Day School to find out about
Judaism and Zionism. There was no thought of assimilation
or intermarriage. We knew exactly who we were and what we
wanted. Our dream was always to settle in Eretz Yisrael.”
Unable to enter Palestine because of the quota system,
the Gecelters immigrated to South Africa in 1937. Louis's
first priority was “to look for a Maccabi club so that I could
continue with my Zionist and sports activities especially table
tennis, athletics and football.” To his astonishment he found
no Maccabi Club. “In fact, there were very few Jewish clubs in
South Africa at that time so I joined the Jewish Guild, mainly a
social and cultural club.” When in 1938, Louis introduced table

38
Winning SA team for the Team Event at the 1961 Maccabiah. Julie Mayers, Arnie Port, Ruth
Wolpert, Louis Gecelter (Manager), Marlene Gerson, Ian Froman, Rodney Mandelstam

Legacy Lives On. The Gecelter Family Minnie and Louis centre.
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a Jewish United Nations and there always seemed to be an
endless supply of whiskey. I remember him bringing in over
fifty cases to one Maccabiah. Of course, this was Zionism, and
being a fervent Zionist, few could compete with Louis for
finishing one or more bottles of whiskey. It was his practice
of taking a bottle, removing the top and then throwing it out
the window so that the boys had to finish the bottle.”

The next generation was always important for Louis “and
his greatest joy,” says Solly, “was seeing how the Maccabi
movement grew and attracted young people.” To this end, “he
invested much of his time fundraising to subsidize those kids
who could not afford to attend the Maccabi Games in Israel.
He strongly believed that a lack of funds should not be an

obstacle for youngsters being exposed to Israel.”
From 1980-2000 Louis served as the President of the Kfar
Maccabiah Lawn Bowls Club and in 1986, was awarded
the prestigious Yakir Maccabi Award for his outstanding
contribution to the movement.
Shortly before his passing, Louis made one final lap of victory:
he celebrated in August with his beloved Minnie their 75th
wedding anniversary.
His legacy is amplified by the many lives touched by his other
passion - the Maccabi Movement, for however our Jewish
sportsmen and sportswomen from across the world perform
- whether on track, field, on the courts or in the water - in their
hearts, they will each take back with them a medal - a medal
that they participated in the biggest Jewish experience of
their lives.
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Love Is in the Air. Love of sport, of Israel, and of each other – the Gecelter love affair that
enriched Jewish sport in South Africa, Israel and the Jewish world.
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Kelly at the UN

telfed

In her address on accepting the Telfed Award named after
Maurice Ostroff at the Truth be Told (TbT) event at Beth
Protea in July 2017, IDC, Herzliya student, Kelly Odes from
Johannesburg said how excited she was about her upcoming
internship at the United Nations.
Here is her report from the UN, New York City:
“There is nothing as riveting as realizing your purpose and role in
life. For some, it is a treacherous process of trial-and-error, going
from field to field and profession to profession until finding the
one that “fits”. Some find it after a few tries, others never find it at
all - fortunately, I was one of the lucky ones who found it at the
ripe age of 19.
My dream of representing the State of Israel and the Jewish
people came into fruition this summer break from the IDC, when I
landed the internship of my dreams - working for the Permanent
Mission of Israel to the United Nations.
However, no dream comes easy.
The process to get the internship was a treacherous 6-month
process of battling bureaucracy and overcoming what seemed
like unbreakable obstacles. At almost every step of the way, I was
presented with a huge hurdle that made me feel like giving up.
Logistically, bureaucratically, and realistically, this internship
seemed impossible to reach. From hard interviews, scrambling
for police clearances, and having my visa denied - twice - I spent
hours, even days-on-end with tears in my eyes and fear in my
heart. Fear that I would completely lose that once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity that was already so close within my reach. And
worse, to lose it because of an administrative mishap.
People always say that good things are worth waiting for, so
despite the traumatizing face of bureaucracy, I was determined
to push through as if everything depended on it (which to me, it
did). Close friends and my parents put all hands-on deck to try
and salvage my dream. A few months later, I was finally standing
in the high-ceilinged halls of the United Nations Headquarters in
New York.
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The UN is often a place of darkness for Israel. With hostile,
hypercritical states bashing Israel from all sides. It’s no wonder
Israelis call the UN “Oom-shmum”, quoting Ben Gurion. But
despite the lack of a warm welcome towards the Jewish State,
the experience has been nothing but exhilarating, exciting and
fascinating for a passionate intern yearning to represent the
State.
My daily schedule included writing speeches for diplomats,
attending meetings with other ambassadors and diplomats,
going to General Assembly sessions, researching, compiling
resolutions, and of course, doing menial intern tasks such as
note-taking, printing, and organising. I was assigned to the

Committee of Human Rights - which has been an eye-opening
experience.
One of my favourite experiences was casually conversing with
diplomats and finding out their opinions on prominent political
issues facing our world today. Weekly staff meetings, chaired by
Ambassador Danny Danon were held to summarize the week’s
activities and developments of each department. Listening to
their comments and insights was fascinating.
The climax of my trip, however, was attending the seventyfirst session of the General Assembly addressed by heads of
states or their representatives. Besides walking past President
Erdogan of Turkey and Shinzo Abe of Japan and greeting
the Foreign Minister from Norway, the part that stands out the
most was meeting Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Our
conversation was one I will never forget.
I have been extremely lucky, from getting the opportunity to work
at the UN, to being blessed with having the greatest supervisors
and colleagues working with me. I truly hope that this is just the
beginning of many more years serving and representing the
State of Israel.
Edith Wharton once said that “there are two ways of spreading
light: to be the candle or the mirror that reflects it.” I will continue
to do my best to show the world the side of Israel they don’t seem
to see, and I hope everyone will partner with me and do the
same.”

Dream Realised. Johannesburg Government & Diplomacy
student, Kelly Odes at the IDC Herzliya relishing her internship
at the UN in New York.

Nuptials

Binni, son of
Avigdor and Batya
Tobias, married
Miriam, daughter
of Dov and Rachel
Grant of Ramat Bet
Shemesh.

Liat, daughter
of Simmy and
Renee Kaufman of
Ra'anana, married
Niv, son of Zvika
and Oshra Dana of
Hod Hasharon.

Adi, daughter of
Reuvat and Peter
Rabin of Moshav
Zofar, Ha'Arava and
granddaughter
of Jack and Esme
Rabin, married Or,
son of Meir and the
late Lizi Yamin of
Netanya.

Oren, son of Nate
(originally from
Port Elizabeth) and
Paula Levinthal
from Karmiel,
married Merav,
daughter of Rony
and Shifra Arwas
from Moshav
Misgav Dov.

Josh Rod, son
of Michael and
Carol Rod of
Johannesburg,
married Abigail
Isaacson, daughter
of David and
Sylvie Isaacson of
Ra'anana

Ma’ayan Kline,
daughter of Dorron
and Cindy Kline
of Beit Shemesh,
married Ashriel
Ashush, son of
Raphael and Ester
Ashush of Netivot

Sha’ked Kline,
daughter of Dorron
and Cindy Kline
of Beit Shemesh,
married Hillel
Bitton, son of Gabi
and Nirit Bitton of
Jerusalem.

Shani, daughter of
Ezra and Daniella
Sieff of Yad
Binyamin married
Netanel, son of
Amir and Rina
Zouzout also of Yad
Binyamin
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In Memoriam
Telfed Chairman Batya
Shmukler, members
of the Directorate, Executive
Council and all Staff express
heartfelt condolences
to families whose loved
ones have passed away
in recent months.

Ada Shapiro (Jerusalem)
Cecil Margolias (Ra'anana)
Elimelech Levy (Bet Rimmon)
Emanuel (Mani) Chigier (Givatayim)
Geoff Kline (Leeds, Ex Bulawayo)
Gidon Katz (Ashqelon)
Gordon Futeran (Kfar Saba)
Harry Berson (Ra'anana)
Joe Levin (Rehovot)

Les Goldstein (Netanya)
Lewis Slom (Tel Aviv)
Menachem Ariav (Herzliya)
Michael Berk (Ra'anana)
Riva Sandler (Kfar Saba)
Rosalyn Oster (South Africa)
Sara Manor (Even Yehuda)
Simon Ross (Netanya)
Sybil Shapiro (Herzliya)

Remembering Geoff Kline (by Debbie Friedman)
Geoff Kline, father of Telfed CEO Dorron Kline, sadly passed
away on 17th October 2017 (27 Tishrei 5778) in Leeds, U.K.
Geoff leaves behind his dear wife of 52 years Brenda, son
Dorron and daughter Michelle, as well as six grandchildren.
They will strive to uphold the legacy of this much-loved man,
who had a winning sense of humour.
Throughout his life, Geoff was always concerned about
others, who were quickly drawn into his friendship. He
often extended his help well beyond the call of duty and
had a strong consideration for others, a characteristic which
endeared him to many. When recently asked what made him
happy, he replied, “making other people happy.”
He loved his family and made sure to show it. One of his mottos
was that “people must be appreciated”. Despite the distance, he
kept in regular touch with each of his grandchildren on the
phone, sharing his warmth, care and good advice.
He also had a mischievous side and was always looking for
adventure. Life was never dull and his sense of humour was
infectious. People used to say that he was obstinate - he

would agree. He was
incredibly determined
and achieved much in
this regard!
He bore his illness
with dignity, accepting
his lot and fighting
to the end. He never
Geoff z''l and Brenda Kline at their
once
questioned
granddaughter's wedding in Israel in
or complained. His February 2017
eldest granddaughter
asked him if he was afraid to die. He answered, “When the time
comes, it comes. You can’t go backwards only forwards. Hashem
will take me in his arms, so have tears of joy.”
Geoff will be greatly missed but his legacy lives on in his wife,
children and grandchildren who will cherish the time they
had with him and remember him always as the positive, funloving and caring man that he was.
יהי זכרו ברוך

telfed

A tribute to Gidon Katz (by Peter Bailey)
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Gidon Clive Katz Z”L passed away on 17 August 2017 (25 Av
5777). He was born in Mayfair, Johannesburg in 1937. Gidon
was an active member of the Bnei Zion Youth movement
in Mayfair, he came as part of “Mahon Le’Madrichei Chutz
Le’Aretz” in 1956, made Aliyah and became a Nachal volunteer
from South Africa during the 1956 Sinai Campaign (Mivtza
Kadesh).
Gidon’s brother, Rami Katz Z”L (1949 – 1973) had joined his
brother in Israel and joined the Israeli Defence Forces. He fell
in the defence of Israel during the Yom Kippur War.
Gidon was instrumental in having the Lavi Forest Memorial
plaque to the South African Fallen refurbished and arranging
with Telfed – South African Zionist Federation (Israel) for
regular services to be held in their memory. Gidon introduced

a project to record the
names, histories and
photographs of all
South Africans who fell
in the defence of Israel.
Gidon dedicated a
large part of his life
to ensure that those
South Africans who
fell in the defence of
Israel would not be
forgotten.
יהי זכרו ברוך

Gidon Katz lighting the memorial
flame at the dedication of the new
commemorative plaque at the Golani
Junction, listing the names of the 87
South African fallen in Israel's wars.

Classifieds

All classified advertisements have to be paid in advance of publication.
For payment by Credit Card, please contact Shireen Burt at Telfed Magazine production: 09-7907819

Accommodation

Sewing Machines

Holiday Apts, Ra’anana, Herzliya Pituach, Jerusalem and
Netanya, website www.rentisrael.com, info@rentisrael.com
(050) 711-7967 voip, (416) 630-9639 skype caryfox1

Repairs on all makes of sewing machines and overlockers.
Big discounts on new machine prices.
Trade-ins accepted. Used machines bought and sold.
Free advice and help gladly given.
Jock Kahn (09) 7741568, (052) 4672113

Accommodation to let in Ra’anana: 3-roomed holiday
apartment, furnished, including use of gym and pool, short
or long term. (050)792-4473

Catering

Fonda’s Catering - catering for all occasions. Offering
certified Kosher catering from Fonda’s at Meatland for all
your catering needs from Britot to Weddings.
For further information, contact Nicky 052-8488678

Computer

Israel’s PC Doctor, complete PC, Network, & Internet
Support – House calls day or night; Expertly solving all
computer problems; repairs, sales, upgrades & instruction,
Microsoft & CompTIA Certified; 25 years experience. Free
consultations & advice. Remote & Onsite Support. References
available–see website.
Contact Beau: (054) 772-6239, beau909@gmail.com; www.
israelpcdoctor.com

Counselling

Improve relationships - marital, family and individual
counselling. Trauma de-briefing. Loss and grief work.
Building self-esteem and teaching social and problemsolving skills for teens.
Jackie Galgut (054) 9762513. (Counselling social worker)

DISCLAIMER:
Telfed (SAZF Israel) provides classifieds as a service
to the public. We do not make any representations
or warranties of any kind, express or implied,
about the completeness, accuracy, reliability or
suitability of the products or services advertised.
Any reliance you place on such information is
therefore at your discretion.

We Want

Any China, household goods, tableware, silver plate,
glassware, bric-a-brac or small furniture that you can live
without? Or moving house? We’ll make you an offer you
can live with. Call Sol or Lorraine, Gallery Lauren, 83 Sokolov
Street, Ramat Hasharon. Tel. (03) 540-9481

Tel-Aviv on foot

Not just a walking tour but one with a difference…. an
exciting experience you’ll want to share with family and
friends. Call me: Eldad Levine – eldadlevine@yahoo.com
050-5292938

Chiropractic
Dr. Tyron Waters new Chiropractic offices in Jerusalem.
I am a Chiropractor using a combination of treatment
methods (including massage, dry needling & home therapy)
for pain management and rehabilitation.
www.facebook.com/drtyronwaters
drtyronwaters@gmail.com
058-5888-345.

Cheat (Vegetarian) Lasagne
3 tubs of cottage cheese (750 grams)
Grated parmesan - 200 grams
3 heaped spoons of tomato puree
Dried oregano - 1 teaspoon
Frozen Basil – 1 cube
Bake at 180◦ C
Frozen Parsley – 1 cube
Olive oil – 2 table spoons
Time: 40 mins
Salt & Pepper
(+10 min)
Lasagne pasta sheets
• Mix all ingredients together.
• Keep aside some parmesan to cover the lasagne.
• Pour 2 tablespoons of water & a touch of olive oil
into the cooking pan
• Spread the pasta and mixture in alternate layers,
cover with foil and bake until the pasta is soft.
• Uncover and sprinkle the parmesan. Bake for an
additional 10 mins until slightly brown
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LIVE IN ISRAEL
Study in English
RAPHAEL RECANATI
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL at IDC HERZLIYA

INFO SESSION
BA PROGRAMS

Monday, December 18, 16:30
Followed by Hanukkah candle
lighting with all RRIS students
Parents are welcome

Aimée Rawlings
South Africa
Business Development Manager at Syft Online, London
MA Financial Economics
Class of 2016

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
ONE-SEMESTER / ONE-YEAR / FULL DEGREE

BA BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
BUSINESS & ECONOMICS (DOUBLE MAJOR)
COMMUNICATIONS
GOVERNMENT
GOVERNMENT & SUSTAINABILITY (DOUBLE MAJOR)
PSYCHOLOGY

BSc COMPUTER SCIENCE

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
MA GOVERNMENT
MA FINANCIAL ECONOMICS
MA ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR & DEVELOPMENT (OBD)
GLOBAL MBA
ONE-YEAR MBA
MBA HEALTHCARE INNOVATION

www.rris.idc.ac.il

RSVP +972 9 952 7391
rris.registrar@idc.ac.il

David Nathan
South Africa
Financial Products Analytics
Bloomberg LP
BA Business Administration
Class of 2014

Liat Nathan
South Africa

Marketing and Promotions Assistant
Comtecgroup events, Israel
BA Business Administration
Class of 2016

