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“The 31st May was an emotive day 
for the Southern African commu-

nity and Telfed. Two events transpired 
that day, both at the core of  what “The 
Fed” stands for, its legacy and where 
it’s heading. 

First was the official 
launching of  the Machal 
exhibition at Beth Hatfusot 
where guests revisited 
1948, the tumultuous 
year which heralded the 
birth of  modern Israel 
and Telfed, their destinies 
intertwined.

It was an age where over 800 brave 
Southern African young men and 
women put their lives on hold - leav-
ing jobs, interrupting studies, and even 
postponing weddings - to volunteer 
to fight for the fledging Jewish State. 
Whether they served in cockpits or on 
board ships, in tanks or armored vehi-
cles, treating the wounded in hospitals 
or on the front lines, these idealistic 
volunteers - representing 23% of  the 
total number of  volunteers from abroad 
- helped change the tide in Israel’s War 
of  Independence and determine the 
destiny of  the Jewish people. 

Recruiting and processing these val-
iant warriors in South Africa was a 
massive undertaking which fell on the 
SAZF. Operating at both ends required 
opening an office in Tel Aviv which in 
time became known as Telfed. Machal 
volunteer Josie Shlain once a month 
popped into “the Fed” office “to col-
lect pocket money for the lads – five 
Lirot a month! How the other overseas 
Machal volunteers envied us,” he says. 
“We, the Southern Africans were the 
only ones who enjoyed this privilege. 
Already then, Telfed showed a special 
attention to its olim.”

Sixty-three years later, 
Telfed has mastered how to 
treat its volunteers who contribute to 

society. Its PRAS programme 
embodies this philosophy where 
students who are prepared to help 
those with special needs in the 
community will receive a PRAS 
scholarship, larger than the regu-
lar Telfed scholarship. And so it 

was with great pride, that Telfed on 
the 31st May, at a special ceremony in 
Tel Aviv, presented Telfed scholarships 
to ninety dedicated students who are 
aiming not only for a degree but as one 
PRAS student expressed, “I want to 
feel that I am making a difference to 
society.” In keeping with ‘Telfed on 
the move’, next academic year “We 
plan to enroll 120 participants in our 
PRAS programme, reaching out across 
the country,” said Batya Shmukler, 
Chairperson of  the Endowment and 
Scholarships Committee.

Today it’s not so much a fight to 

survive as it was with the first Machal 
volunteers but to thrive, and education, 
the PRAS programme and recruit-
ing volunteers are at the forefront of  
Telfed’s agenda.

In our Cover Story, we pay tribute to 
our growing cadre of  volunteers who 
are taking Telfed to new destinations. 
in contributing to the community and 
Israeli society.

While some might muse at volunteer-
ism as “all work and no pay,” most would 
ascribe to the sentiment expressed by 
the famous American radio show host 
Bernard Meltzer who so poignantly 
expressed: “There is no better exercise 
for your heart, than reaching down, and 
helping lift someone up.” 

At 64, Telfed’s heart is pumping 
just fine.

 David E. Kaplan, Editor, Telfed Magazine

Editorial

We hope you enjoy Telfed Magazine. Three times a year 
we bring to you stories and images ranging from Telfed’s 

activities and projects, community news, politics, 
business, the arts, sport, student life, activities 

and achievements of our younger generation and 
Israel-Southern Africa relations. Telfed Magazine 
needs your support - please help by making a 

donation towards production costs. 
We would appreciate an annual contribution 
of NIS 80, but feel free to send in any amount 

you wish. Whatever you send will help to 
ensure that every member in our special community 
receives Telfed Magazine.
 Fill in the coupon in the enclosed flyer in this copy of 
your magazine and return to us with either your credit 

card details or a cheque, made out to SAZF (Israel).
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o n  t h e  Mo v e

The cover photos show Southern Africans involved in voluntary 

activities in Israel. In lower right corner - Telfed Chairman Leo 

Kowarsky meets with PM David Ben Gurion.



His field is engineering – so is mine, 
social engineering.”  With loads of  
experience in individual and group dy-
namics, Lina worked with immigrant 
populations prior to joining Telfed, 
developing a programme nurturing 
social entrepreneurship and volun-
teerism among young people.

Lina, who until recently, knew lit-
tle of  the Southern African commu-
nity, marvels at its accomplishments. 
Jumping in the deep end, she is cur-
rently meeting with the various heads 
of  the Regional Committees across 
the country. “I don’t think I have met 
a community whose members have 
contributed so much to their com-
munity and society. I know I have 

“Those who can, do.  Those who can 
do more, volunteer.”  

Author Unknown

It’s no secret that while some 
immigrant organizations have ei-
ther disappeared, or slipped in stat-
ure, Telfed is not only “on the move” 
but is in an “expansive mode,” says 
Chairman Dave Bloom.

While Telfed is enlarging its prop-
erty in Schwartz Street, Ra’anana - 
building two extra floors, which will 
provide an extra eight apartments 
for future Southern African families 
- it is in the area of  “people building” 
that Dave sees as defining his tenure 
as Chairman of  Telfed. 

Nowhere is this more evident than 
in the rapid growth of  the number 
of  Telfed Regional Committees. “A 
few years ago we had only six active 
regional committees, today we have 
twenty-four and are still growing. 
Excuse the martial parlance, but, we 
are going great guns.” 

So rapid has been this development 
that Telfed has employed a full time 
staff  member to professionally man-
age its volunteers.

Lina Tarna has a MA in Social Work 
and is a mother of  two sons, married 
to Constantine. “We’re a good match. 
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in Jerusalem. “Roy is already active 
both professionally and in a volun-
tary capacity “presenting workshops 
in schools” and now wants to bring 
as many Southern African volunteers 
on board “to run chugim offering 
English lessons, needlework, glass 
manufacturing and other crafts and 
activities.”

What does volunteerism mean to Roy? 
“The satisfaction of  setting an exam-
ple, giving back to society and making 
people feel good about themselves.”

On the last point, Roy recounts a 
Shabbat six years ago at his syna-
gogue in Ramot, when a 14 year-old 
boy started reading from the Torah 
and panicked. “He lost control. The 
words came out garbled. A senior 
member of  the shul went up to him 
and insensitively rebuked him. The 
poor lad was deflated. I immediately 
comforted the youngster, and began a 
process of  confidence-building. Now 
aged twenty - many would be proud 
to conduct the service the way this 
lad does today!”  

Volunteerism, says 
Roy, “is about making 
a difference to people’s 
lives.” 

Janine Gelley, who is 
relinquishing her chair-
manship of  Telfed Kfar 
Saba as she takes on a 
top voluntary position 
at WIZO, is proud of  
the work the volun-
teers have done in her 
town over many years. 
Telfed is represented 
in the Committee of  
Voluntary Organisations 
on the City Council for 
its on-going superlative contributions 
over many years.” over many years. 
“We initiated and executed projects 

IT’S ALL 
VOLUNTARY

much to learn from them. My aim 
is to re-structure this all-important 
resource of  Telfed. In an age of  un-
certain budgets, the most prized as-
sets of  non-profit organizations are 
its volunteers,” says Lina.

Telfed Magazine spoke to a number 
of  the regional heads.

Roy Scher has recently taken over 
the reins of  Telfed Jerusalem, with 
over 800 Southern African families, 
the largest concentration in Israel. 
A ‘Life Coacher’, Roy helps people 
identify and achieve personal goals. 
Inspired by Telfed’s recent motiva-
tional workshops, Roy says that he 
plans to mobilise volunteers to en-
gage with the Ethiopian community 

MAD Party, 

Holding Up The Flag. Proudly promoting Telfed, volunteers 
participate in a city procession.
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for the Russians, Ethiopians 
and today we manage our 
own trust fund – Keren 
Aliza - through Telfed 
to assist Israeli children, 
not necessarily Southern 
African children with their 
special educational needs,” 
says Janine. “It has always 
been our policy to make a 
difference in society.”

Netanya, with its seaside 
atmosphere has always 
been the city that has at-
tracted the more senior 
members of  the SA community – a 
place to retire. Although when it 
comes to volunteerism in this coastal 
city, “it has been more perspiring than 
‘retiring’,” says new regional head, 
Charlotte Wiener. Whether it was 
helping the Russian and Ethiopian 
immigrants, Southern African vol-
unteers were always in the thick of  
it. Reminiscing about old times, over 
fifty members of  the community re-
cently enjoyed a ‘coffee morning’ 

at the newly opened 
Ir Yamim shopping 
mall in Ramat Poleg. 
New olim were in-
troduced to the va-
tikim and people made 
connections and re-
connected with old 
friends. Slava Sacks 
remembered play-
ing tennis with new 
olah Ruby Gollach 
forty years before in 
Johannesburg. Who 
won? Someone asked. 
“In the end, we both 
did,” said Ruby. “We’re 
living in Israel.”

“Volunteerism has always been an 
enriching mix by doing good work 
and having fun,” says Charlotte.

MEET LINA TARNA
Hello, I’m Lina. 

In the short period I 
have been with Telfed, 
I have learnt eneough 
to recognize that the 
Southern African com-
munity is a gem, and that 
its core values need to be 
passed from one genera-
tion to the next, and from 
the community to the 
wider society.

H o w  c a n  t h i s  b e 
accomplished?

The process is happening. Apart from its many 
projects and activities, Telfed already have over a 
100 active volunteers serving on its major com-
mittees ranging from general management, 
finance and investment, scholarships, fi-
nancial assistances, absorption, employ-
ment and fundraising. 

Telfed’s volunteer division is undergoing huge 
changes. We are not alone as volunteerism in the 
21st century is in a process of immense change. 
Today, when knowledge, skills and time are 
the most precious resources of any organisa-
tion, having these freely given is of superlative 
value. The big question is to attract volunteers 
to share their gifts - whether its time on their 
hands and/or expertise. At the same time, we 
want to create a culture that they feel enriched 
by their contributions and will return time and 
again to volunteer?

Our goal is to build a professional infrastructure 
that makes volunteering more hands-on, more 
convenient, more fun and rewarding.

Telfed needs you, whether you are a young 
professional or a senior with free time to help 
facilitate Telfed’s vital work and the Southern 
African community’s role in Israel. 

I would love to meet and get to know you, 
and find a mutually satisfying niche for you in 
Telfed. My contact details are lina@telfed.org.il  
or call 09-7907805.

Cover S
tory 

Top Class: Roy Scher, Regional 
Representative of Telfed Jerusalem, 

volunteers at schools running 
motivational workshops. 

Telfed 
on the 

Move



Southern Exposure
Telfed is reaching out to new geo-

graphic territories with the help of  re-
cent olim with the spirit of  adventure. 
New olah Yael Bekker opted to settle 
away from the “big cities” for the quiet, 
desert serenity of  Sapir in the Arava. 
Hardly an attractive area for Southern 
Africans in the 
past, this could 
n o w  c h a n g e 
with major new 
housing devel-
opments  and 
dramatic im-
provements in 
transportation-
al infrastruc-
ture. “Already, 
there are two 
new Southern 
African families 
to the area; it’s 
a start and who 
knows, hopefully 
we few are set-
ting a trend,” 
says Yael.

Apart from the 
many Southern 
Afr icans  that 
have settled in 
Beersheba and the many moshavim 
and kibbutzim in the Negev, over 60 
families have settled in the southern 
Arava, where Fonda Dubb in Eilat has 
for many years been Telfed’s Regional 
Committee head. Fonda received an 
Outstanding Volunteer Award from the 
mayor of  Eilat for her untiring service 
in the community and is an inspiring 
example, motivating fellow Southern 
Africans to volunteer for causes in the 
wider community.” Joining Fonda in re-
ceiving recognition is fellow committee 
member Colin Porter, who in July was 
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Chaim Herzog in his forward to 
Telfed’s 1995 book, ‘Seventy Years Of  
Southern African Aliyah – A Story Of  
Achievement’, who praised the commu-
nity’s “splendidly organized volunteer-
ing” and hoped that many others would 
“share their commitment to Zionism, 
talents and effectiveness.”

Uplifting
Despite so many projects on the go, 

one of  the core activities of  any re-
gional committee remains welcoming 
new olim - it’s the ideological life blood 
of  Southern African Zionism. Nothing 
could have been more pleasantly sur-
prising for young Ido Gordon from the 
Haifa Telfed Regional Committee 
when he volunteered to meet a group 
of  seven new olim at Ben Gurion 

+ taxes and 
   security

continued on page 10
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to Sussya two years ago. “With eight-
een yishuvim in the area, and many 
English speaking residents, we felt 
the need to cater to this community 
and to also help encourage future 
aliya here.” She recently launched 
“DANGLO”  - Daroma Anglo’s, for 
those who share English as a com-
mon language. “This led to our braai 

North. Similarly, during 
Operation Cast Lead in 
2008, Southern African 

volunteers in the Sharon area - initiated 
by the Kfar Saba Regional Committee 
- again teamed up with Leket to pack-
age parcels and truck them to army 
bases close to the conflict. Also active 
were the Telfed Beit Shemesh volun-
teers, who picked fresh produce from 
fields and had them trucked to needy 
families in the conflict zone. “We know 
how to quickly rise to the occasion, 
whether in times of  war or peace,” 
says Jonny Klompas, Chairman of  
the committee for the last five years. 
“We are now in the process of  organ-
ising English chugim with our volun-
teers for Ethiopian children in Beit 
Shemesh.” For Jonny, volunteerism 
“makes one feel part of  a much big-
ger picture - all part of  Tikum Olam 
- repairing the world - so integral in 
our Jewish DNA.” ” 

Fo r  Yo a n a  Ye h u d a ,  Te l f e d 
Chairperson of  the Hebron Hill’s 
Committee, “Volunteerism is all about 
passion and a healthy dose of  chut-
zpah.” She and her band of  Southern 
African volunteers have met resist-
ance to a number of  their proposed 
projects but are undeterred. “This is 
why passion needs to be accompanied 
by chutzpah - to wear down the oppo-
sition.”  A granddaughter of  General 
Jan Christiaan De Wet from the Anglo 
Boer War, no-one should expect Yoana 
and her ‘commandos’ to lie low or sur-
render. She established the new Telfed 
committee when she moved from Efrat 

Focus on Telfed

awarded ‘The Volunteer 
of  the Year’ from AKIM 
– the National Association 
for the Rehabilitation of  
Children and Adults with 
Intellectual Disabilities.

It is a credit to our 
Southern African commu-
nity that two members of  
the Telfed Eilat Regional 
Committee have within 
months of  each other been 

so impressively recognized. 

One who has volunteered since he 
came on aliya in 1980 is David Conroy, 
Regional Head of  Beer Sheva. “I know 
what it’s like coming to a new country 
with a different language and culture, 
and so the first thing I do when Anglos 
arrive – not only Southern Africans – 
is to invite them for a Shabbat meal.” 
Emphasizing the importance of  “fol-
low-up”, David emails, phones and vis-
its them at the Absorption Centre, “to 
see how they are doing.” A lot more 
“could be doing very well,” says David 
if  the “South of  the country were pro-
moted more aggressively.”

The Bigger Picture
It is said that one is truly tested in 

times of  crisis. During the Second 
Lebanese War in 2006, Telfed fun-
draised in the community and team-
ing with Leket, bought goods and 
created packs for the soldiers in the 

Food for Thought:  
Eilat’s Telfed Regional 

Representative volunteers 
teaching Ethiopian children 

English through cooking 
classes. “I love it and the kids 
love it,” says Fonda and Telfed 

is sure the folk who eat the 
food “love it’ it too. Fonda was 

a well-known caterer.

on Lag B’Omer attracting folk with 
roots from South Africa, Sweden and 
the USA.”

 The name ‘De Wet in Hebrew “means 
HaTorah!” says Yoana.  “No wonder 
I ended up with the People of  the 
Book.”

Southern Africans have been contrib-
uting to the State of  Israel long before 
there was even a state of  Israel. The 
late Sam Solomon from Bethlehem 
in the Free State arrived on aliya 
in 1934. “How true are the words, 
Livnot U’Lehibanot,” he told Telfed 
Magazine back in 1995. “I came to 
build this country and in the process 
this country built me.” 

It was the State President of  Israel, 

Tikkun Olam:  AKIM’s 
2012’s ‘Volunteer of the 
Year’, Colin Porter from 
Eilat celebrating his 67th 
birthday with the mentally 
challenged. “They give to 
me more than what I give to 
them,” says Colin.

THINKING OF TRAVELLING?
Contact IAN WALDBAUM Tel. 09-7744235 day or night for efficient service 

and personal help in your home. Tickets will be delivered to you.

JOHANNESBURG
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          Flights to New York from...
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 Fares do not  include airport, fuel or security taxes or registration fees. Subject to availability in class of ticket with respective airline on specific flights only.

A Cover-Up:  Southern African community celebrating at 
a Telfed-organised Purim party in Rishon LeZion.



Airport in April. 

All 18 year-olds who had months 
before matriculated and who were 
moving directly to a kibbutz ulpan at 
Ma’agan Michael, they greeted the 
surprised Telfed volunteer with “Hello 
Mr. Gordon!”

“I was bowled over,” says Ido. “Two 
years ago, I was teaching some of  
them English at Herzlia School in 
Cape Town. This was the first and 
probably the last time I will be called 
Mr. Gordon in Israel.”

Volunteering can be full of  sur-
prises!  m

A Toast to Freedom
Members of  Telfed and of  the South 

African community attended the South 

African Freedom Day celebrations at 
the Daniel Rowing Center on the banks 
of  the HaYarkon River. While the col-
ourful flags and a huge poster of  Cape 
Town’s Waterfront as well as a movie 
of  the ‘Rainbow nations’ achievements 
transported one back geographically, 
what decidedly clinched it atmospheri-
cally was the delicious Boerewors and 
incomparable South African  wine. 

“Ah, a pity these 
Freedom Days 
are only once a year,” remarked a 
contented Israeli keen to ‘discover’ 
more about South Africa at the bar 
counter.

Cuisine and caution seemed to go 
hand in hand as Ambassador Ismail 
Coovadia spoke of  the “Palestine issue 
being important in South Africa’s for-
eign policy” and that he felt the need 

to warn Israelis that 
“Palestinian patience 
was wearing thin for 
the Two-State solution 
with East Jerusalem as 
the capital.”

In response and repre-
senting the Israeli gov-
ernment, Vice Premier 
Moshe  ‘Boogie’ Ya’alon 
congratulated South 

Africa on its superlative achieve-
ments. Following on from the ambas-
sador’s enthusiasm to promote rap-
prochement in the light of  “the South 
African experience”, Boogie appealed 
to the Ambassador to bring the weight 
of  the South African government “to 
walk the walk” and “encourage the 
Palestinian leadership to come to the 
table for serious negotiations without 
preconditions.”

With South Africa being Israel’s 
premier trading partner in Africa, and 
South Africa benefiting from Israeli ex-
pertise in agriculture, irrigation, solar 
energy, health and hi-tech, there was 
much for the two countries to raise their 
glasses in a joint “le’Chaim”. m

Polishing the Silver
It went viral within hours. The 

Hatikva production – ‘Kfar Saba to 
South Africa’ that went on You-Tube 
two days before Yom Ha’atzmaut was 
instantly picked up globally, confirmed 
by the emails from Sidney to San Diego 
and everywhere in-between. 

“It seemed that we had hardly fin-
ished singing the last bar - Eretz-
tziyon ‘Yerushalayim when someone 
skyped me from abroad that they had 
just seen me,” said Diana Finzi one 
of  the Southern African participants 
who were televised singing in Janine 
Gelley’s garden. The participants 
were organized by Telfed’s Kfar Saba 
Regional Committee.

This annual production - each year a 
different Diaspora Jewish community 
is selected - is the brainchild of  Israeli 
businesswoman, philanthropist, talk 
show host and author, Galia Albin.  
Galia first toured South Africa, film-
ing groups singing Hatikva in the 
Jewish day schools, synagogues, youth 
movements, WIZO and fundraising or-
ganizations for Israel. “Live Hatikva’s 
mission is to bridge gaps of  language 
and distance between the Jewish people 
by celebrating together, in real time,” 
Galia told Telfed Magazine.

The writer, together with fellow 
Kfar Saba residents Annette Milliner-
Giladi, Charles Abelsohn, Janine 
Gelley and Mark Reichenberg were 
interviewed on the question of  “What 
Hatikva means to you?” 

Under the 
Telfed Banner: 

Seen round the 
world on You-tube, 

Southern Africans 
singing Hatikva on 
Yom Ha’atzmaut in 

Kfar Saba.

Focus on Telfed

Galia revealed that she was concerned 
about the next generation “who have 
been given Israel on a silver platter. 
It’s time now to polish the silver.” With 
an incessant global assault on the very 
legitimacy of  “our State and its institu-
tions and symbols, we have started to 
feel insecure about our right to exist 
as a Jewish state.” The mission says 
Galia “is to strengthen and cement 
Jewish identity. If  we believe in our-
selves, we’ll have no problems - not 
with ourselves and not with the rest 
of  the world.” m

 “Top of the Pops”
To much merriment, a banner, 

‘Annette for Knesset’, was held up at 
a Telfed party celebrat-

ing Annette Milliner-Giladi’s 80th 
birthday. “No stopping her”, “full of  en-
ergy”, “a volunteerholic” were a few of  

Rabco

50 years of 
excellence in 

Israel

Let us manage your property - apartment, villa, complete buildings, both 
residential and commercial. We have the expertise and 

years of experience.

Advice on sales and purchases of residential 
and commercial properties 

Jack Rabin (Adv.)
•Proper ty Consultants

•Proper ty Por t fo l io 
Managerment

PRoPeRty ManageMent & consultants ltd.

Proud of our cont inuity, we welcome 

a 3rd generat ion to our team of 

profess ionals Boaz Rabin (Adv.)

Toyota Towers, 65 Yigal Alon St., Tel Aviv 

POB 20395, Tel Aviv 61203 

Tel: 03-624-1718  Boaz: 054-4819624 

Fax: 03-624-1798  

e-mail: rabco@zahav.net.il
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‘It’s About Time 
– Annette for 

Knesset.”: A banner 
is held aloft by her son 
Stanley and daughter-
in-law, Toni at the ‘fun 

& Games’ Telfed staff 
function honouring Annette 

Milliner-Giladi turning 
eighty .

Most Cash Paid for  Gold & 
Diamond Jewelry,  Si lver, 

Si lverware,  Watches & Coins

Azriel: 054-219-24-28 www.gold4cash.biz
On the Waterfront. Celebrating South 

Africa’s Freedom Day on the banks of the Yarkon 
River at the Daniel Amichai Rowing Club are 
Hendry Shakenovsky, Sidney Shapiro, Ruth 

Shakenovsky, Hertzel Katz, Narda Korakin, Audrey 
Goodman, Maurice Ostroff and mystery guest. 
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Did the chocolates melt in the car before you arrived at your host?
Did the flowers wilt because you forgot to put them in water?

Why not give a

 Keren Telfed 
 letter of appreciation to your host instead.

By giving a Keren Telfed donation of 50 Shekels or more, your host will receive 
a lovely letter of appreciation for the donation given in his/her honour. For 
more details please contact Sharon (09)790-7801 or  sharon@telfed.org.il

Higher4Hire
Do you need to boost your income?  Do you have 

skills to offer, but your age is against you?
Perhaps you don”t speak Hebrew well?

Telfed and Maurice Singer have a new project 
– Higher4Hire. For a minimum fee we offer you, 

the service provider, an opportunityto register 
on the website the services you offer.  

Potential employers will be able to freely select 
from the list–as easy an looking through the 

yellow pages!

For more information and costs, see the website
www.higher4hire.saii.org.il or phone Telfed 

(09)790-7800  

Telfed’s own on-line 
magazine

www.telfed.org.il
Sign up for the bi-monthly Telfed 

email newsletter and visit the new 
and exciting Telfed Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/telfedTelfed’s Employment 
Service 

is always looking for good jobs for 
Southern African olim, from care-givers 
and warehouse workers to secretaries, 

medical personnel and hi-tech 
professionals.  If you have, or hear of, 
a job which might suit an oleh, please 

contact Telfed. 

Call Sharon Bernstein (09)790-7801
sharonb@telfed.org.il. 

With your help, we can help other 
Southern Africans.

the many accolades showered on her 
by her friends, family and colleagues. 
And while all enjoyed the fun recall-
ing her long active Zionist career – 
‘From Saldahna Bay to Tel Aviv’ - in 
a quiz organized and run by Telfed 
Social Worker Louise Geva all were 
looking forward to her continued  in-
volvement in the future.

While the more senior members 
of  the Telfed family spoke about the 
many projects that they had worked 
on  with Annette, the younger genera-
tions spoke in glowing terms of  her 
inspirational qualities and how they 
look to her “as a role model.”

“I am a Zionist, what can I tell you. It’s 
that simple.” Not really, Annette just 
makes it seem “simple.” Never a day 
goes by that she is not ‘Storming the 
Bastille’ for some cause in Israel and 
it’s never “simple”. When she digs in, 
there is no stopping her until the job 
is done, the goal achieved or “the op-
position surrendered.”

Whether it was campaigning in the 
early years for housing projects like 
Manof  and Kochav Yair or champi-
oning in more recent times, the needs 

of  Arab women in Jaffa or our younger 
Southern African olim particularly in 
the field of  higher education, Annette, 
like her son Stanley so poignantly ar-
ticulated, “Is top of  the pops.”

All agreed – whatever their political 
affiliations – should Annette stand for 
the Knesset she could count on their 
vote. m

‘On the Move’ with 
Movements

“Welcoming youth movement groups 

Knowing your own voice!
Choir in Hod Hasharon, that meets Tuesday evenings,

is looking for singers. Enjoy exploring your voice in a relaxed 
atmosphere

For further info: Jodi Reichenberg 054 280 2172 / reichies@013net.
net, Hillary Sargeant 052 882 0202 hsfanga@gmail.com

Telfed Focus: continued on next page

Noticeboard

from South Africa,”  says Telfed 
Chairman Dave Bloom “is enrich-
ing.” Telfed annually organises a 
“Telfed Day” with each of  the three 
South African youth movement year 
programmes in Israel - Bnei Akiva, 
Habonim and Netzer (Noar Tzioni 
Reformi). “These youngsters repre-
sent the future,” says Dave.  “They 
will play such a crucial role when 
they return to SA and take up their 
leadership positions in forging the 
nature and strength of  the relation-
ship between the Jewish community 
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SUCCOT SPECIALS
SOUTH AFRICA: one flight only - departing 28 Sep to 7 Oct
 Prices (incl. all taxes), Adult: $1245; Senior (over 65): $1145; Child: $1045

BLACK FOREST: Packages in family apartments from €25 per day

NEW YORK: Airfares from $1065 (inc. all taxes) from September 2012

CORFU: packages from $799 per person 

12 Kikar Haatzmaut, Netanya; Tel: 09-8607000, Fax 09-8620719

For Your Travel 
Requirements, 

Wherever, Whenever...
Call Hilary Kaplan:  

09-7672404 
050-5372522 

hildav@netvision.net.il

Check our 
website: 

www.shakedtours.co.il
or contact: 

NIEL BOBROV 
at Shaked Tours 

09-8607001
niel@shakedtours.co.il

Keren Telfed’s 30th Anniversary
We will mark the celebration of 30 years of Keren Telfed with a glossy brochure and 

invite you to join us in marking your Aliyah and/or paying tribute to your children and 
grandchildren - the direct beneficiaries of your realization of the Zionist Dream – by 
placing a two line greeting in the Keren Telfed brochure, at the cost of 180 Shekels.

Contact Dalit dalit@telfed.org.il , or call 09-790-7819

or access web page http://www.telfed.org.il/node/1415 to place your tribute.

Don’t miss Telfed’s 
upcoming, exciting events:

Raanana: folk club, featuring Jokers & Thieves, garden venue, 
12th July, 8.30 p.m.

Eilat: welcome to new olim evening with music, refreshments 
and other surprises; (special guest Dave Bloom, Chairman of 
Telfed), 19th July, 8pm.

Hod Hasharon: Don’t forget our Blood Drive from 9.00-13.00, 
on 27th July

All the details are on our website and Facebook. 
Do “like” our facebook!

Fun, food & riveting discussion. South 
African Habonim members on the year programme 

(Shnat) meet with 
Telfed Editor David 

Kaplan and Telfed 
Chairman Dave 

Bloom (5th & 6th 
from the left) – both 

former members of 
the movement at 

the home of Hilary 
and David Kaplan. 
Seen here are also 
children of former 

South Africans living 
in Israel.

Good news!!
Now you can pay for your Telfed 
Magazine subscription via the 

well-known and trusted online 
payment system PayPal. You can 

pay by regular credit card (Visa, 
Mastercard, Amex) or via your 

Paypal account. It is simple, quick 
and secure – go to  http://www.

telfed.org.il/content/telfed-
magazines



SATELLITE TV AT ITS BEST
Tired of HOT, Yes or is your contract running out with your 
existing satellite provider?

It“s time to upgrade to High Definition for 
all your sports, entertainment, movies and 
watch the Olympics in HD.

Call now to get many more English stations than any 
where else with the best service around.
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and Israel.”

The Netzer Shnaties started their 
‘Telfed Day’ with a tour of  Beit Issie 
Shapiro where they not only observed 
“but got into the thick of  it by volun-
teering to pack ‘care packages,” says 
Telfed Deputy Director, Dorron Kline, 

of  Ra’anana, Tamar Kohlberg at the 
Ra’anana Reform Temple.

The Habonim Shnaties started the 
day with a tour of  the IDC, Herzliya 
campus with former Capetonian 
and Registration Consultant of  the 
International School, Stephanie 
Miller. “South African Youth move-
ment graduates have a good track 
record of  studying at the IDC,” says 
Stephanie, who annually visits South 
Africa addressing the ‘chevra’ on how 
they can “join close to 1500 students 
from over 84 countries taking degrees 
in English.”

The session at the Telfed office in-
volved an illuminating and introspec-
tive look at where they see their fu-
ture after their year programme. The 
evening was spent at the home of  
Hilary and David Kaplan, attended 
by Telfed chairman Dave Bloom, as 
well as Israeli youngsters their own 
age, where over a smashing meal of  
hotdogs, everyone participated in a 
moderated discussion on Habonim, 
Israel and the future. There was 

Focus on Telfed

much food for thought. “It was a real 
fun day and very informative, thanks to 
Telfed,” said madricha Kayda Prodgers, 
a former Habonim Shnat participant and 
who is currently studying at the IDC, 
Herzliya.

The Bnei Akiva group of  over forty 
participants will be visiting Telfed later 
in the year. m

Telfed Bash at the Namal (port)
It was quite funny - the writer enters 

the club, gravitates to a group of  young 
folk who were all speaking with a clear 
South African accent and thought, “Ah 
ha, here’s the Telfed party” and started 
taking photos.

And then........ “Meet the mother of  the 

Amnon Plumber
•Expert in locating and repairing leaks

 •Bathroom renovations

 •Installation of hot water boiler systems and geysers

 •Agreements with all insurance companies

Telephones (direct)
•

050-5308104
•

(09)7715556
•

(09)7749016

24-hour 
express 
service

who is tasked in 
organising these 
day events. “We 
were amazed to 
learn how an insti-
tution started by 
Southern Africans 
has changed the 
way people with 
special needs are 
treated world-
wide,” said Lily, 
one of  the Netzer 
participants. In 

January, ‘Beit Issie’ 
was recognized as the 
‘most Effective Non-
Profit Organisation’ 
in Israel.

Thereafter, they visited the Telfed 
office in Ra’anana where they met 
the staff  and learnt about the work of  
the organisation.  In the evening they 
were hosted by the Futeran family - 
new olim from Cape Town - before 
being addressed by the Reform Rabbi 

050-7207010   or    meir@itvsat.comJust call Meir Levmore:

Telfed Welcomes New Staff
Step into Telfed these days and you 

will need to be introduced – there are 
new, young faces. There is Lina Tarna 
who you have already ‘met’ on page 
5 in charge of  volunteering. Meet 
also Dalit Boutboul (left) Customer 
Relations Manager (CRM) and Karin 
Ben Ami (below) who has joined 
the accounts 
department. 

With Telfed ‘on the move’ it’s all hands 
on deck and we welcome the new staff  
members as we journey excitedly into 
the future. 

Making a Difference: Learning of the enriching contributions of 
the Southern African community in Israel, participants from the Netzer 
youth movement in South Africa are taken on a tour by Telfed’s Deputy 

Director Dorron Kline to Beit Issy Shapiro in Ra’anana.

The Lively Bunch. Southern African students 
at the IDC Herzliya with Registration Consultant 

Stephanie Miller (4th left)  at the School’s 
International Day when students from all over the 

world – “more than 80 countries” manned stalls 
offering cuisine from their countries. “Needless to 
say, the boerewors and biltong were a big hit,” says 

Stephanie, originally from Cape Town.

Telfed Bash: continued on next page

• Ready for Rugby ?

• Receive all your ‘Super 15’ and the new (since 
Argentine has joined) ‘Rugby Championships’ 
(formerly Tri Nations) in full HD

• Many more English TV stations by satellite.
• Meir Levmore the official Representative for 

SHOW TIME.
 • Even if you bought your Show Time box 

elsewhere you can still call me for service.

Raucous 
Revelers. 
Soon all the 

bartenders were 
reflexively taking 

orders in English as 
Southern Africans had 

‘colonized’ much of 
the club as seen here 

with this boisterous bunch  
led by Steven Kruger, 
(bottom, 2nd from the left), 
Telfed Tel Aviv’s Regional 
Representative, who 
organized the event.
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Focus on Telfed

Einat Treibich, who heads Telfed’s PRAS project is 
seen here with Tel Aviv’s Telfed PRAS Coordinator 

Dana Ben Meir who is studying  ‘special 
education’  at Talpiot College in Tel Aviv

All Star Cast: “He’s a star,” say relatively 
recent olim Deanne and Saul Reichenberg of 
Kfar Saba of their PRAS student Ben Fabian 
(center). The economics student thinks the 
same of them “They are a delight to tutor.”

Thanks to the RE/MAX Real Estate School,

I made

NIS 25,870
in one month

You can sign up too!

Nadav Blackman
Born in South Africa
RE/MAX agent, Haifa

1-800-211-311 ext. 5www.remax.co.il

bride-to-be.” 

“Hello, hello, hello – 
what beer are they serv-
ing here? Had I entered a 
‘parallel universe’?”  The 
Na-mal, took on a new 
South African mean-
ing until I unraveled 
that there was a South 
African ‘Bachelorette 
Party’ right next to the 
Telfed Party organized 
by local Tel Aviv Representative, 
Steven Kruger. No less animated 
than the bachelorette, Steven was in 
full swing, and introduced the writer 
to his PRAS student – a lawyer who 
Steven credits having “got me through 
all my law exams.”

Telfed was represented by Deputy 
Director Dorron Kline and staff  
members Lina Tarna and Karin 
Ben Ami.

As the beer flowed voluminously 
along its natural course, people became 
more animated, their voices louder, 
and a fun evening was had by all that 
included many new olim. m

Students & Society
The Telfed Model

“Last year we had 90 PRAS stu-
dents in our programme. It’s increas-
ing every year, and this coming aca-
demic year we are preparing for 120 
participants,” says Einat Treibich, 
who heads Telfed’s PRAS project. 
“It’s exciting how it’s growing. We are 
finding students are looking beyond 
their academic agenda and wanting 
to contribute to society.” Operating 
across much of  the country, Telfed’s 
PRAS programme “enables a student 

to receive a larger than usual 
Telfed scholarship where the 
recipient serves society or his 
community, which could range 
from helping olim youngsters 
with their schoolwork to being 
a companion to a senior.”

One such PRAS recipient is Ben 
Fabian, a third year Economics 
and Business Management stu-

dent who plans thereafter to study 
for a Masters in Mathematics. In 
the meantime, he is mentoring two 
olim schoolchildren, Deanne and her 
younger brother Saul Reichenberg 

of  Kfar Saba, who arrived three 
years ago with their parents from 
Johannesburg and their two box-
ers, ‘Monty’ and ‘Abby’.

“These two are doing great – un-
believable grades,” Ben told Telfed 
Magazine before taking Deanne 
and Saul bowling. “They deserve it 
– they have integrated so quickly 
– both academically and socially.”  
Ben revealed that he has friends, 
“also immigrants but not from 

South Africa, and boy, could 
they have done with a prog-
amme like this!”

“Ben is amazing,”  says 
Deanne. “Really a smart guy; 
after all, he got me through 
calculus. We came with King 
David School Hebrew but he 
took us quickly to a new level. 
We played general knowledge 
games in Hebrew, which he 
always won.”

“More embarrassing,” laughs 
Saul, “He won even when 

we played in English.” The boxers 
Ben and Abby look up as if  to bark, 
“What’s with only the humans get-
ting a PRAS student?”

Deanne has her sights set after the 
army of  studying architecture, while 
Saul is hoping to become an engineer. 
The Telfed PRAS programme is help-
ing them along to fulfill their dreams. 
Only three years in the county, Deanne 
leaves school as an ‘outstanding stu-
dent’, with an over 95% average. “This 
is due largely to Ben the PRAS sud-
den student”, says proud father Mark. 
“We are hoping that he will now work 
the same results with Saul who is no 
less motivated.” m

If you would like a PRAS student to assist you or 
your family or if you are keen to apply for a PRAS 
scholarship, contact Einat 09-7907 817 or Einat@

telfed.org.il

‘The Young Ones’. Meeting the 
members of our young Southern African 
community at the ‘Namal Bash’ are Telfed’s 
new members of staff, Kain Ben Ami and 
Lina Tarna (4 & 5 from the left).
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Paws up for Anthea. 
Hadera Mayor Chaim Avitan 

(left)  and Minister of 
Communications, Moshe 

Kahlon (second from left) 
present Anthea with her 

award.

Feature

For Jodi Reichenberg from Kfar 
Saba “it was the effortless acceleration 
with no gear-changing because there 
are no gears. If  we had not ordered a 
car already, we would have bought this 
instead – no question.” 

“Yep, Telfed should have organized 
this tour at least a month earlier,” com-
plained husband Mark.

Yep timing in life is critical, and the 
timing for this revolutionary car could 
not have arrived sooner.

“The electric vehicle is not only good 
for you, good for Israel but good for 

the planet,” said Roy Inselberg, the 
Marketing Operations Manager who 
welcomed the Telfed group. Roy, be-
ing the son-in-law of  Riwa and Ron 
Lapid, both former members of  Telfed’s 
Executive, is one of  a number of  em-
ployees at Better Place with Southern 
African roots.

“Here at Better Place you can see 
the future.” While only available com-
mercially since October 2011, “In four 
years Better Place plans to be one of  
the largest importers of  vehicles into 
Israel; so it is only a question of  when 
- not if  - most Israelis will switch to 
electric cars.”

“We have already signed up dozens of  
corporate clients in Israel, which will 
translate into thousands of  employees 
driving electric cars.”

Since January, when Roy became 
the proud driver of  an electric car, 
“I have not visited a gas station – it 
feels great.”

A Quickie
How often does an electric car require 
servicing?

“Once a year or every 30,000 kms”

What do they work on?
“Mainly check the battery, air condi-

tioning, maybe the upholstery”, he jokes. 
“Very little to go wrong - even the wear 
on the brakes is much lower than on a 
regular vehicle,” he says.”This is why 
service costs are lower than on a regular 
car – less parts and less wear.”

While the purchase price is on par 
with a regular saloon car, “On aver-
age you can save up to 30% on mainte-
nance.” Basically, one ‘fills up’ at home, 
charging overnight. There are charge 
points all over the country, including at 
Better Place parking bays at shopping 
malls. So while you stop to shop, your 
car is being topped up with current.” 
And for the long distance travel, “there 

are designated stopovers for a 
battery switch - less time than 
to fill up with petrol,” says Roy. 
“We call it ‘Drive, switch and go’ 
– all in five minutes.”

Meeting of Minds
A strong additional moti-

vation for Shai Agassi, the 
founder and CEO of  Better 
Place was to undermine the power base 
of  extremist regimes, sitting on large 
reserves of  oil resources. “It’s a way 
for the motorist to fight back by get-
ting off  the world’s addiction to fos-
sil fuels. In the Middle East if  a bar-
rel of  oil is $10s, peace thrives; if  it’s 
a $100s, you have wars.” So the obvi-
ous question was “How do you run a 
country without oil and where do you 
start.” A rollercoaster journey start-
ing with exploring bio-fuels finally 
led Agassi to the electric car and the 
best man in Israel to move matters 
– President Shimon Peres. It was at 
the 2007 World Economic Forum in 
Davos, that the President would later 
connect Agassi with Carlos Ghosn, 
the CEO of  Nissan and Renault. This 
was what Ghosn had been waiting for 
and was critical of  the hybrid, compar-
ing it to a mermaid: “When you want a 
woman you get a fish. When you want 
a fish, you get a woman; it’s not one 
or the other.”

However, before that pivotal meet-
ing, the plan required an initial $200 
million outlay. Will the government 
come in?

“Listen,” said Peres, “the Israeli gov-
ernment is not a venture capitalist. 
You need to go out and raise the mon-
ey yourself, and we will offer you the 
country to spend it in.” 

“Yep,” Agassi told an amused American 
audience, “It’s funny, I thought so my-
self, but it was the best advice.”

Shortly thereafter, Agassi found 

himself  sitting in an 
office in Tel Aviv’s 
gleaming Millennium 
Tower, pitching to one 
of  Israel’s richest businessmen, Idan 
Ofer.

Ofer had recently bought the largest 
oil refinery in Israel and was finalizing 
a joint venture with Chery Automobile, 
the massive Chinese auto company. 

Behind his desk was a large poster of  
his oil refinery “and here I was ready to 
pitch a plan, the total antithesis of  this 
man’s core business interests.”

He listened to Agassi for forty min-
utes without interruption and then said 
at the end, “Thank you.”

“Thank you for  what?”  asked 
Agassi.

“Coming to me so I can sell my refin-
eries before everyone works it out.”  

After the meeting, Ofer joined Agassi 
in the elevator. On the way down he 
whispered in Agassi’s ear, “Put me down 
for $100 million dollars.” Since then he 
added a further $130 million dollars and 
is today chairman of  Better Place.

Ofer’s quick reasoning was clear: “If  
he can sell a kilometer cheaper than I 
can refine it, I want to be in his busi-
ness – it’s better than mine.”

Even if  it would end “destroying - for 
lack of  a better word - my refinery 
business, that will be small money 
compared to what this will be. When 
you play chess, you give up some-
thing to get something else.”

“The first thing that struck me as I 
turned on the ignition was absolute-
ly no sense that the car was ready to 
drive,” said Jonathan Bloom, Chairman 
of  Telfed’s Ra’anana Regional 
Committee.

“There was no noise indicating the 
engine was running. Nothing – pure 
silence and the only clue was a sud-
den illumination in green - “Go”.  And 
boy, did it go; what a ride, fast, silent 
– a dream.”

Revolutionary Road
Not only is ‘Telfed on the Move’ but also - literally - ‘on track’. Telfed 
Magazine recently organized a tour of Better Place at Glilot where 

its participants drove round the track at hair-raising speeds in ‘bat-
tery operated’ electric vehicles.

Ofer was used to the typical Israeli 
entrepreneur who would try to tap into 
his wallet, interested only in becoming 
big in Israel and then selling out. What 
impressed him about Agassi was that 
his global ambitions surpassed even his 
own. “He had the self-image of  being 
an equal to Steve Jobs, Michael Dell 
or Bill Gates.” 

Agassi does not hide his ambition that 
Better Place will one day be the biggest 
company in the world. Viewing himself  
as a revolutionary, he points out that 
the last transformative change in the 
motor car industry over the past 100 
years was called the ‘Ford Model T’. 
And that was in 1908. And the big line 
at that time was, “You can have any col-
our as long as it’s black.”

Today, over a century 
later, the situation is 
very different. With 
little to fault Better 
Place’s electric car, 
the only remain-
ing question is: 
“What colour?”

On Track: Participants on the 
Telfed Magazine tiyul to Better 
Place, ‘revving up’ before getting 
behind the wheel.
Seen here are (l-r): Ben Schalit, 
Jonathan Bloom (Telfed Ra’anana 
Committee Representative), 
Mark Reichenberg, Hilary 
Kaplan, Jodi Reichenberg and 
Telfed Editor, David Kaplan.
below: Roy Inselberg, Better 
Place Marketing Operations 
Manager

by David Kaplan



FOR LONE SOLDIERS
Esther Berger ...................................................................Valerie Herbert – 80th birthday
Sylvia Milrod ....................................................................In appreciation to Annette Milliner-Giladi
Eva Chederbaum ..............................................................In appreciation to Annette Milliner-Giladi
Jack & Gila Abrahamson ...................................................Valerie Herbert – 80th birthday
Herman & Ziona Shaeffer .................................................50th anniversary
Friedlander family............................................................Zoe Slomowitz – 80th birthday

IN MEMORIAM
Andrea Armist ..................................................................In loving memory of her son Jason
Ruth Stern ........................................................................In loving memory of Gidon Stern
Dave & Rae Kopping ........................................................In loving memory of their daughter Greer Rose
Sonja Levanon & Gershon Gan (Genn) .............................In loving memory of their parents Arie & Brina Genn
Doreen Bik .......................................................................In loving memory of her daughter Marilyn 
Alon Chazan .....................................................................In loving memory of his mother Marilyn
Fonda Dubb and family ....................................................In fond memory of Hymie Kaufman
Meir & Devorah Tamari ....................................................In memory of Mike Shapiro

KEREN ALIZA  (in memory of the late Aliza Hatchuel) 
Norman & Norma Liffchak ...............................................Jack & Ruth Trappler – 60th anniversary
Marvyn Hatchuel & Lily Rose Michalowsky ......................Jack & Ruth Trappler – 60th anniversary
Boaz Menashe ..................................................................Norman Liffchak – 80th birthday
Kaplan & Gelley families ..................................................Gessie & Belle Borok – 60th anniversary
David & Hilary Kaplan ......................................................Phyllis Sachar – special birthday
Kaplan & Gelley families ..................................................Mark Reichenberg – birthday
Asher & Marlene Abitz & family .......................................Errol Derman – 70th birthday
Marvyn Hatchuel & Lily Rose Michalowsky ......................Walter Hatchuel – 85th birthday
Walter & Rica Hatchuel  ...................................................Marvyn Hatchuel – 91st birthday
Selma Isaacson ................................................................Eileen Freedman – 70th birthday

SAM LEVIN MEMORIAL BURSARY (in memory of the late Sam Levin)
Smiler & Lily Levite ..........................................................Mavis Milwidsky – special birthday
Maureen & Malcolm Finn .................................................Evelyn Brand – special birthday

MAYER PINCUS BAREL EDUCATION FUND  (in memory of the late Mayer Barel)
Raphael & Janice Melmed ................................................Evelyn Brand – 70th birthday

 

Group Donation - For Lone Soldiers

Group Donation - Keren Telfed
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Group Donations - Keren Telfed

Simmie & Renee Kaufman, Uriel 
Federbush Errol & Sheryl Derman
Annette Milliner-Giladi 

– 80th birthday

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Leonard & Ina Averbuch, Solly & Gill Elstein, 
Lorna Arenson, Dolores & Hilly

Linde, Rona Kruger, Jackie Schwartz 
Bernie Levy – 80th birthday

Donors .....................................................Honorees

KEREN TELFED FUND
Phyllis Sachar ...................................................................Sylvia Weinberg – 90th birthday
Phyllis Sachar ...................................................................Sheila Sacks – 90th birthday
Phyllis Sachar ...................................................................Fay & Zellick Sendzul – 60th anniversary
Babette Kaplan ................................................................Eli Zolkov – 80th birthday
Management & staff, Telfed .............................................Sam Goldblatt, Matthew Karp, Harry Klompas, 
  Alex Tolkin – in appreciation
Ivan & Shirley Kantor, Cecil & Pat Breiter .........................Ivor & Roni Wolf – 50th anniversary
Annette Milliner-Giladi & Monica Liepmann ....................Naomi Fredman – in appreciation for her hospitality
Henry Shakenovsky ..........................................................Hertzel Katz – in appreciation
Hertzel Katz .....................................................................Solly Reisner – in appreciation
Allan Nestadt ...................................................................Hertzel Katz – in appreciation
Lesley & Rina Stoch ..........................................................Herman & Ziona Schaffer – 50th anniversary
Marilyn Sharon ................................................................Harry Klompas – birthday
Frances Jaffe ....................................................................Valerie Herbert – 80th birthday
David & Kay Golding & family ..........................................Esther Katz – 85th birthday
Joel & Beryl Klotnick ........................................................On the birth of their grandson 
Ron & Riwa Lapid .............................................................Arthur & Viv Wolman – Pesach greetings
Ron & Riwa Lapid .............................................................Arnie & Rachel Shub – Pesach greetings
Ron & Riwa Lapid .............................................................Karin Hesselberg – Pesach greetings
Ron & Riwa Lapid .............................................................Arthur & Louise Lipschitz – Pesach greetings
Ron & Riwa Lapid .............................................................Bryan & Ruth Slater – Pesach greetings
Ivan & Vivienne Maron, Martine Ross ..............................Mr & Mrs M Kuperstein – Pesach greeting
Naomi Fredman ...............................................................Isaac Lipshitz – 70th birthday
Jack & Gila Abrahamson ...................................................Valerie Herbert – 80th birthday
Jack & Gila Abrahamson ...................................................Ziona & Herman Shaeffer – 50th anniversary
Max & Yvonne Liebowitz ..................................................John Goodman – 60th birthday
Cynthia Reingold ..............................................................For the elderly
Vic & Helen Hirsch ............................................................Sidney Suttner – 80th birthday
Jackie Schwartz, Barbara Labovits, Rona Kruger ..............Keren Telfed
Hilary & Dave Wulffhart ...................................................Sidney Suttner – 80th birthday
Mel & Eileen Cohen ..........................................................Lawrence Freedman – 70th birthday
Gerald & Freda Wolman ...................................................Jack Goodman – special birthday
Ruth Omsky, Lilian Sachs, Cynthia Snipelisky ...................Keren Telfed
Alistair & Rebecca Johnstone ...........................................On the birth of their first grandchild 
Seymour & Hadassa Fisher ...............................................Elaine Fisher, in appreciation
Brian Bortz .......................................................................Yvonne Bortz - 75th birthday
Uri & Beryl Milunsky ........................................................Hettie Matz – 80th birthday
Vic & Helen Hirsch ............................................................Anton Felton – on the publication of his book
David Kaplan ....................................................................Hilliard Hart – in addppreciation

Fay Weinstein, Naomi Fredman, Michael & Sheila 
Zetler, Annette Milliner-Giladi, Monica Liepmann
 Phyllis Sachar – 92nd birthday
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KEREN TELFED AND OTHER FUNDS
The Keren Telfed Fund was started 30 years ago.  

Donations are used to assist members of our Southern African community in Israel during 
times of individual or family need, or national crisis.  They are tax-deductable.

All donations are acknowledged in this column as soon as possible after receipt thereof.
*   *    *    *

If you are invited out for a special evening, why not make a donation in honour of your hosts?  
Beats melting chocolate or wilting flowers!  Your hosts will receive a lovely letter of thanks, 

and the recipients of Keren Telfed assistance will benefit.

Keren Telfed
KEREN TELFED TURNS 30

Keren Telfed is proud to announce the 30th anniversary of its establishment and to mark the amazing contribution it has made to the welfare and 
wellbeing of the Southern African Community in Israel.  

The opening event will be a Gala Dinner to be held on the 18th of October this year at the Dan Accadia ,Herzliya Pituach. This will be followed 
early next year by further anniversary celebrations. 

As a part of these celebrations a glossy anniversary journal recording the 64 years of Telfed’s rich history will be produced.  We would like to 
suggest that you join us in marking your Aliyah to Israel and/or paying tribute to your children and grandchildren who are the direct 

beneficiaries of your realisation of the Zionist Dream.  This can be done by placing a two line greeting in the Keren Telfed journal at the cost of 180 Shekels.  
Please contact Dalit on dalit@telfed.org.il or call 09-790-7808 to place your greeting. 

There will also be other opportunities for all Southern Africans to participate in these events and to join in the mission to ensure the future sustainability of 
Telfed and its manifold community activities. Please keep your eye on the Telfed website (www.telfed.org.il) and the upcoming Telfed magazines for more 

details.  This is yet another leap forward in the exciting process of “TELFED ON THE MOVE” – TOM. 

Morris & Juliet Rostowsky, Marla & Maurice 
Oddes, Hertzel & Lola Katz, Joel & Beryl Klotnick

Eileen Cohen – special birthday

Naomi Fredman, Dave & Rae Kopping, Ruth & Henry 
Shakenovsky, Miriam Apter, Edie & Harold Kaufman, 

Nick & Nellie Alhadeff, Ian & Pearl Rogow, 
Sylvia Milrod, Monica Liepmann, Maurice Ostroff & 

Audrey Goodman
Annette Milliner-Giladi – 80th birthday
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On Their 
Toes

No one has a monopoly on 
victory. On April 2nd 2012, 
Hapoel Ironi Kiryat Shmona 

won the Israeli Premier 
League – it was the first 

time in thirty years that the 
championship had been 

won by a team outside the 
three major cities of Tel-Aviv, 

Jerusalem and Haifa. 

When 76 year-old Wilf  Rosenberg 
arrived in 2009 on a group ‘Red 

Carpet’ aliya flight from Johannesburg, 
the term ‘Red Carpet’, had an added 
touch. Waiting to welcome the illustri-
ous Jewish Hall of  Famer was not only 
the usual Telfed reception team, but a 
group of  reporters. In the ensuing days, 
articles appeared on Wilf  in both the 
Haaretz and The Jerusalem Post.

Considered one of  the greatest rugby 
players of  all time, he was dubbed the 
“flying dentist,” because of  the way 
this periodontist would fearlessly hurl 
himself  over the try line.  The son of  
a rabbi, he first made it big with the 
South African Springboks and later with 
the Leeds Rugby League Club where 
in 1960-61 he broke the single season 
scoring record with 48 tries - a record 
that still stands over four decades later. 
The other record that still stands is that 
Wilf  is the only Jew to have ever played 

by David Kaplan

Amos’ing Run. Nathan Amos ready to 
pick up and embark on his long run 
to the try line.

And Then 
There 
Were 
Three

With only three Springboks living 
in Israel today, they are a rare breed 

indeed. Telfed Magazine met re-
cently with Wilf Rosenberg (rugby), 

Teddy Kaplan (weightlifting) and 
Aubrey Kaplan (water polo). the youngest player in the Transvaal 

squad, “I was largely unknown.” But 
they knew Craven and went with his 
instincts. It paid off. “We beat them 
25-8 at Newlands,” with Wilf  scoring 
a stunning 50 yard try. Dazzling the 
crowd with his speed, fearlessness and 
inimitable stunts, he would outsmart 
his opponents with his “dummy” (fake) 
pass by cutting through the back line 
and diving over the try line to score. 
“It used to look as if  I was diving into 
nothing,” says Wilf, hence his poignant 
nickname: “The flying dentist.”

So how did the son of  a rabbi (Jeppe 
synagogue) end up being allowed to play 
on Shabbat? 

“My son is born with a G-d given 
talent. Who am I to argue with G-d,” 
argued the father and rabbi. This was 
reminiscent of  a test-winning deci-
sion by the great Louis Babrow dur-
ing the victorious 1937 Springbok tour 
in New Zealand. The final test fell 
on Yom Kippur but Babrow decided 
to play, arguing that, with the time 
difference, he would have played the 
match before the Day of  Atonement 

Rugby League. This Jewish rarity on the 
English playing fields was not the case 
in South Africa where there have been 
ten Jewish rugby Springboks. Fondly 
referred to as the “Minyan”,  they are: 
Morris Zimmerman, Louis Bradlow, 
Fred Smollan, Dr. Cecil Moss, Prof. 
Alan Menter, Joseph ‘Joe’ Kaminer, 
Ockey Geffin, Syd Nomis, Dr. Wilf  
Rosenberg and Joel Stransky.

Testing Time
“Danie Craven,” says Wilf, “believed 

that South Africa would not win a test-
series without a Jew in the side.” He not 
only “believed this passionately” but put 
it to the ‘test’ during the British Lions 
tour of  South Africa in 1955. 

Following defeat by one point in the 
first test at Johannesburg by what his-
tory buffs  consider to be the best ever 
Lions team to visit South Africa  with the 
likes of  Cliff  Morgan, Geoff  Butterfield 
and Phil Davies – the ‘bokke’ needed 
to change things around. At the selec-
tors meeting for the 2nd test, “Craven 
threatened to resign if  they did not pick 
me.” While Wilf  at seventeen had been 

Barred from entry. Dani Amos, goalkeeper for 
Hapoel Ironi Kiryat Shmona saves another goal.

Debbie and her husband Lindsay - 
who “are three generations” Rhodesian/
Zimbabwean, and made aliya in 1987 
- are no less proud of  their other two 
sons. Their eldest Nathan is an interna-
tional rugby player – the last nine years 
with Rainev Old Boys Rugby Club in 
Northern Ireland, and currently play-
ing for a club in Germany.

The third son, 22 year-old Micha, 
“the Sabra in the family” is a profes-
sional dancer with the highly acclaimed 
Vertigo Dance Company that performs 
innovative contemporary pieces relat-
ing to current social realities.

With Nathan included in the Israeli 
national rugby squad and Dani recently 
playing in a friendly for the Israel na-
tional football team, Debbie and Lindsay 
are proud having two sons in one year 
representing Israel. “It’s wonderful hav-
ing children who have followed their 
dreams and passions,” says Debbie. •

Sport Shots

This feat could not have been achieved 
without the feet - and more the 

magical hands - of  the club’s goalie, 
25 year-old Dani Amos from Kibbutz 
Kfar Blum. Dani was peerless this past 
season amongst Israel’s goal keepers 
“letting in the least number of  goals,” 
says his proud mother Debbie, a geri-
atric nurse at Beth Protea for the past 
fifteen years.

All in the Family. Whether on the field, the stage  and ‘under the Chuppah’, the 
Amos brothers are tops. All smiling at star goalkeeper Dani’s wedding are from (l-r), 

parents Debbie and Lindsey, Dani, dancer Micha and rugby player Nathan.

Still Looking Tough. Hardly spring chickens, but still hardy Springboks, Aubrey Kaplan, Wilf Rosenberg 
and Teddy Kaplan met recently at Beth Protea for an exclusive interview with Telfed Magazine.



dawned in South Africa. He dis-
played the same cerebral maneu-
verability as he would physically 
on the field!

Twice inducted into the Jewish 
Hall of  Fame at Wingate, Wilf ’s 
Springbok jersey, socks and boots 
are there on display. It was a proud 
moment when “I led the SA dele-
gation, carrying the flag in the 1997 
Maccabi Games.”  Wilf  might have 
participated in the 1957 Maccabia 
had he been allowed to join Nachal in 
1956. “Craven would not hear of  it, 
insisting I could not let South Africa 
down with the upcoming 1956 tour 
to New Zealand.” Taking on the All 
Blacks was “manageable” compared 
to “taking on Danie Craven; that was 
bordering on suicide – he nearly ex-
ploded when I suggested it.”

Who did participate in that 1957 
Maccabiah were the two men sit-
ting next to Wilf  at Beth Protea 
all these years later - Teddy and 
Aubrey Kaplan.

Worth His Weight In Gold
When in 1956 David Ben Gurion 

sent a memorandum to all his ambas-
sadors to enlist volunteers, Teddy 
Kaplan jumped at the opportunity 
and served as a paratrooper. The fol-
lowing year, still in Israel, he com-
peted in a weightlifting champion-
ship, “beat all the guys” and was 
selected to represent Israel. From 
1957 to 2009 - the last Maccabiah 
- Teddy has participated in twelve 
of  the fourteen Games – 1961, 1965 
and 1969 for South Africa, the rest 
for Israel following his aliya in 1970. 
While most people Teddy’s age have 
traded sport for bridge, you will still 
find this seventy-five year old training 
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Worth His 
Weight In 
Gold. Teddy 
has not stopped 
amassing trophies 
since this photo 
was taken in 
South Africa 
in the 1950s. 
According to the  
International 
Jewish Sports Hall 
of Fame, Teddy 
“holds or has held 
15 world records in 
multiple Masters 
age groups.”

MICHAL LEWIS TSARFATI 
& ASSOCIATES 

Attorneys at Law

‘’We specialize in civil litigation, real estate 
transactions, rental agreements, contracts, labour 

law, family law, wills and asset management.

We take special pride in providing superlative, professional 
service, ideal for a Southern African clientele.”

7 Mota Gur St., Petach Tikva (next to Kenyon Avnat)

Tel: 972-3-9440080  Fax: 972-077-5558886
E-Mail:  mail@mts-law.co.il 

Joffe-Jankelowitz 
Insurance Services

Specializing in all branches of Insurance

Mark: mark@egoz-insu.co.il; Harold: harold@egoz-insu.co.il
Tel: 03-9292791/3/4 Fax: 03-9292733

Elementary: 
Car, House, Business & Travel

Private Health: 
Health Insurance & Frail Care (Siudi)
Life: 
Life Insurance, Pension Funds, Kupot Gemel & Keren Hishtalmut

most mornings preparing for an up-
coming championship. In 2011, Teddy 
won gold in April at the European 
Weightlifting Championships in 
Germany, and again in November 
at the World Masters Bodybuilding 
Championships in Spain. 

What makes you keep ‘pushing’? 

“I’m driven” and that was the title 
of  an article on him that appeared in 
The Jerusalem Post: “‘DRIVEN’.”

So what drives you?

“The feeling of  being robbed – that 
I never had the opportunity to rep-
resent my country at an Olympic 
Games.” Teddy was not only select-
ed to represent South Africa at the 
Tokyo Olympic Games in 1964 – “I 
was their number one choice.” And 
then the hammer fell – South Africa 
was banned from competing for its 
apartheid policy. Disappointed, Teddy 
reveals how he took time out from 
pushing weights to pushing a pen 
by writing an account: “My Dream 
Was Stolen.” Nineteen at the time, “I 
was prepared to lose a finger to com-
pete, so long as I could grab a bar.” 
Norman Spiro remembers Teddy 
from their schooldays at SACS and 
recalls, “When Teddy had the ball 
in rugby, a try was a certainty. That 
bloke was strong – if  tacklers con-
nected with Teddy, they got noth-
ing for their effort – they bounced 
off  him.”

When Teddy arrived on aliya in 
1970, he too, like Wilf, was met by 
a reception committee at the airport 
– Maccabi Tel Aviv. “I was taken di-

rectly to the club where I have been 
a member ever since.” Two weeks 
later, Teddy was invited to join the 
Israeli national team at Wingate 
for regular training. Since 1970, 
“I have been part of  the national 
team,” but while others from those 
early years are remembered in the 
record books, Teddy’s victories are 
still mounting.

Following his aliya in 1970, it 
seemed Teddy’s dream of  participat-
ing in an Olympics was a real possi-
bility. However fate intervened. “At 
the trials, I competed against Joseph 
Romano, who beat me.” Romano, 
together with all the weightlifting 
participants were murdered at the 
1972 Munich Olympics, including 
David Berger, who had earlier “in-
fluenced me to make aliya and join 
the Olympic team.” So upset had 
Teddy been in not being selected 
at the time, he paid his own way to 

be at the Olympics to “support my 
mates.” And so, what could have been 
a highlight of  a career, turned into a 
nightmare, “never forgotten.”

So what was the highlight of  Teddy’s 
career?

“My first ever Master Weightlifting 
Championships held in Austria in 
1986. Standing on the podium, having 
gold placed around my neck, hearing 
Hatikva and seeing the Israeli flag 
rise slowly into the air. I was burst-
ing with pride.” 

Since then, Teddy has gone on to 
repeat this performance more times 
than any other Israeli, winning twelve 
weightlifting gold medals at World 
and European Masters championships. 
Inducted in 2010 to the International 
Jewish Sports Hall of  Fame, Teddy 
holds or has held fifteen world records 
in multiple Masters age groups.

Aubrey Kaplan jokingly dismisses 

his fellow Springboks sitting beside 
him: “I came to the Maccabi Games 
before these two (Wilf  and Teddy) 
were even thought of.” Aubrey par-
ticipated in the 1953 Maccabiah. “We 
played in Haifa and I came again in 
1957. In those days, many Jews played 
water polo; not the case today.” A 
Springbok in 1959, Aubrey represent-
ed South Africa at the Rome Olympics 
in 1960. The year before, his South 
African team toured Europe beating 
Italy who would go on to take gold 
the next tear at the Olympics.

Attending the same school as Wilf, 
the “flying dentist” remembers how 
“they used to call Aubrey, “the blonde 
bombshell”. Aubrey shows us a photo 
from those days. 

“See,” says Wilf, “he was a real la-
dies man.”  •

Ed note: Telfed Magazine’s proofreader Jack 
Galloon was the Sports Manager of the 1957 
S.A. Maccabi team.

Sport Shots
“The Blonde Bombshell,” as he was 
known in his heyday in the early 1950s, 
Springbok water polo player Aubrey Kaplan 
had a reputation as a “ladies man”.



Winds of Change
Routinely defying authority, Maurice 

commandeered an East African Airways 
aircraft and flew the bodies to Nairobi 
where they were properly examined. 
“Our findings were quite clear. They had 
all been beaten to death with clubs.”

The news hit the headlines in all ma-
jor British papers – “Prisoners massa-
cred by wardens in British detention 
camp.’ “There must have been a leak in 
the camp because it was also reported 
that I had flouted authority removing 
the bodies to Nairobi. For this, I was 
suspended for the sum total of  
nine hours. It was a huge em-
barrassment for Macmillan’s 
conservative government. I 
was summoned to London to 
testify before a Commission 
of  Enquiry in the 
House of  Commons. 
Upon my return to 
Nairobi, I found a 
commendation from 
the Queen waiting 
for me.” 

While Maurice’s unor-
thodox conduct in pur-
suing the truth was ap-
plauded in some circles, it 
ruffled feathers among the expatriate 
community in Nairobi which promptly 
“expelled me from the Settler Club.”

With the “winds of  change blowing 
over the African continent” in the ear-
ly 1960s, Kenya’s erstwhile detainees 
became the new county’s ruling elite. 
Maurice, who loved Africa and sup-
ported African independence, opted to 
remain in the independent state, tak-
ing a senior position in the Ministry 
of  Health of  Kenyatta’s government. 
However, as time wore on, Maurice’s 
frequent run-ins with the power bro-
kers made his tenure more and more 
uncomfortable.

Truth Be Told
In 1968, Kenyatta went on a presiden-

tial visit to open a hospital in Kisumu, 
an outlying town. The people were rest-
less, unhappy the way the President had 
been concentrating power in the hands 
of  his fellow Kikuya tribesman. “They 
too wanted a slice of  the State pie.” 

The presidential guard started fir-
ing in the air to quash any potential 
riot. “Jomo was bundled safely into 
a car which careered out of  town to 
the local airport. On the way out, 
his goons mowed down anybody that 

walked, talked or stood.When 
the dust settled, 400 people lay dead. 
I was ordered to go to Kisumu to or-
ganize the post-mortems and identifi-
cations. Arriving under police escort, 
I examined the bodies and filed a re-
port which subsequently disappeared 
from the face of  the earth. My report 
was unequivocal – they had all died of  
gunshot wounds. I was summoned by 
the Ministry of  Justice who advised 
me that the government was unhap-
py with my report and had to hand 
over all documents and records to the 
Attorney General’s office. My part-
ing words to the Commissioner were: 
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“You are staying right 
here.” Kenya was in the 
throes of  the bloody Mau-
Mau uprising and Maurice 
was dispatched to examine 
an imprisoned and ailing 
Jomo Kenyatta. “I quickly 

diagnosed that he was a drunkard and 
that unless he was denied alcohol he 
would die.” They transferred Kenyatta 
to a detention camp at Lodwa where 
Maurice frequently examined him. “He 
stopped drinking, took up a healthy 
diet and by the time he was released, 
he was a healthy man.” Despite the ter-
rible killings perpetrated by the Mau 
Mau, Maurice grew to admire Kenyatta 
- “He struck me as a man who would 
survive.” He did and no small thanks 
to Maurice. 

Sunday Bloody Sunday 
In 1959, an incident, later referred 

to as ‘The Hola Episode’ occurred 
that brought Maurice into open con-

flict with the British Empire. During 
those turbulent years, the most fear-
some Mau Mau activists were held in 
an isolated camp called Hola, on the 
river Tana. “Nobody had ever escaped 
from there alive.”  The incident began 
with a delegation of  Christians “who 
had some crazy idea how to dispatch 
the devil from the hard core prisoners.” 
On a Sunday, 150 prisoners were lined 
up under guard of  150 prison guards. 
Despite the presence of  the Christians, 
an unholy fight started which left 26 
prisoners dead, 40 badly wounded “and 
the Christians nowhere in sight.”

Maurice was summoned from Nairobi 
to examine the bodies. “I took one 
look and demanded that the bodies 
be brought to Nairobi. The provincial 
commander refused, wanting to keep 
the incident under wraps. The authori-
ties would have preferred a concocted 
finding that the detainees had all died 
from some mysterious disease.”

by David E. Kaplan

“I know the truth, you know the truth 
and Kenyatta’s knows the truth.”

Murder, most foul
The assassination in 1968 of  Tom 

Mboya, who was Secretary General of  
the ruling KANU party and heir appar-
ent to Kenyatta, again placed Maurice 
in danger. “As I extracted the bullets 
from his chest, I immediately recog-
nized them as belonging to Kenyatta’s 
Special Forces. With my big mouth, I 
marched into the offices of  the Assistant 
Commissioner of  Police, held out my 

hand with the evidence, and 
said, “I don’t know if  you 
are interested but these 
are the bullets, and these 
are the cartage cases. Both 
you and I know where they 
come from.” 

From then on Maurice was 
kept under surveillance by 
the Special Branch. “I know 
why Mboya was killed, who 
killed him and who planned 
it. The State blamed it on a 
crazy person.” Asked if  he 
was prepared to correct 
history, Maurice replied, 

“I am mot correcting any-
thing, just telling you what 

happened.”

Maurice’s position in Kenya became 
increasingly precarious as Mboya 
had been pro-Israel and influential in 
Kenyatta’s warm relationship with the 
Jewish state. “The Minister who took 
over from Mboya was Muslim and pro-
Arab. I was accused of  being associat-
ed with the Mossad; my frequent visits 
to Israel arousing suspicion. Not even 
Kenyatta could protect me.”

Out of Africa
1971 saw Maurice bid farewell to a 

continent he had served for so long.  He 
came to Israel and began work at the 

continued on next page

Soon after the National 
Party came to power in 

1948, Maurice, fresh out of  
UCT Medical School with 
“a passion for pathology”, 
left Cape Town to join the 
British Colonial Medical 
Service. After two years conducting 
post mortems in Northern Rhodesia, 
receiving £5 for every post mortem, 
Maurice had amassed a tidy sum to 
move on. “As you can imagine, there 
was a lot of  killing going on,” so that 
the requirement of  British law that 
post mortems had to be carried out on 
anyone who died a violent death, im-
measurably improved Maurice’s monthly 
renumeration.

En route to Uganda, he was way-
laid at Nairobi Airport by an adamant 
Director General of  the Colonial 
Kenyan Ministry of  Health who said, 

For many years, Maurice, who passed away in April, had been 
a dedicated member of Telfed’s Endowment and Scholarship 

Committee (E&S) and more recently an active member of Telfed’s 
‘South Africans In Israel Committee’ (SAIC).

Less known about Maurice was his legendary activities in Africa 
and Israel, much of it still secret. That he was thought to be a 

Mossad agent at one time, was “not without foundation,” Maurice 
told Telfed Magazine in an exclusive interview in 1997.

The Life & Times of Famed Forensic Pathologist 
Maurice Rogev 

Feature

Uncovering the Truth: Maurice (second from the 
left) leading a party to unearth dead bodies during the Mau 

Mau uprising in Kenya.

Sgan Aluf Maurice Rogev



prove that they be allowed in without 
the required vaccinations. I replied that 
it was impossible and that they would 
be barred entry at the airport.”

“And what if  you were at the air-
port and authorised our entry?” they 
enquired.

And so it happened that Maurice was 
at the airport on the particular day when 
a group of  men came in and he author-
ized their entry. Nobody was going to 
argue with the representative of  the 
Ministry of  Heath who was known to 
be close to President Kenyatta.

What Maurice would later learn was 
that this group of  ‘tourists’ were a top 
Israeli commando unit, that then made 
their way across North East Africa and 
crossed into the Sinai Peninsula prior 
to the Six Day War and began sabo-
tage operations.

And why was it so important that they 
were not vaccinated?

“For their risky mission, they could 
not afford for even one of  their unit 
to experience any negative side effects 
from vaccinations.” 

Rest in peace Maurice  - you have earned 
it after a long, exciting and extraordi-
nary eventful life. •

Last Word
In the 1997 interview, Maurice re-

vealed to the writer an incident that 
he insisted that I not reveal until his 
passing. That time has come.

In May 1967, Maurice holding a 
high position in the Kenyan Ministry 
of  Health was visited by two smartly 

dressed visitors from Israel. “They wore 
suits, unusual for Israelis at that time 
and presented themselves as tour opera-
tors. They said they would be bringing 
a group of  young Israelis on a tour of  
Kenya and requested if  I would ap-

Leopold Greenberg Institute 
of  Forensic Medicine at Abu 
Kabir, “which had been set 
up at the urging of  Judge 
Herbstein, Telfed Chairman 
in the early 1970s. Maurice 
would go on to serve at the 
IDF Military Headquarters 
responsible for the identifica-
tion of  fatal military casual-
ties, and IDF research section 
planning protective measures 
for future wars. “Health serv-
ices have to be planned for fu-
ture battlefields. For instance, 
before the Gulf  War we had to 
determine which procedures to adopt 
to minimize casualties.”

Maurice’s expertise in forensic pa-
thology led him into the international 
spotlight to identify the remains of  two 
high profile diseased personalities. The 
first was Dora Bloch. “The day after 
Idi Amin was overthrown in Uganda, 
I was contacted by the Mossad.” The 
next day I was on a 
plane to Nairobi and 
from there to Kampala 
where he identified 
her remains from her 
dentures.

T h e  o t h e r  w a s 
Dr.Joseph Mengele. 
DNS testing at that 
time was still in an 
experimental stage.  
In collaboration with a 
collogue in Birmingham 
who was pioneering the 
process for extracting 
DNA from bones, “we matched the 
DNA from the bones with Mengele’s 
son Ralph, proving conclusively that 
the body discovered  outside of  São 
Paulo was indeed that of  the ‘Angel 
of  Death’.

Feature

Flight to Freedom: Israeli POW reception committee on the plane 
from Geneva bringing back home Hezie Shai (Left) released after six 

years in captivity. Sgan Aluf Maurice Rogev (right) 
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Kevin, son of Brian and Rochelle 
Swaine of Johannesburg, married 
Jude, daughter of Paul and Barbara 
Westbrook of London.

Alon, son of Raymond and Sina 
Chazan of Ra’anana and the late 

Marilyn Chazan, married Yonit, 
daughter of Moshe and Tzipora Levi 

of Sharei Tikva.

Lee, daughter 
of  Micky & 

Steve Taylor, 
married Eyal, son 

of  Zippy and Moshe 
Shehebar

Meir, Son of Chaim and Sheila Menachemson 
of Jerusalem, (grandson of Ann and the late 
Mace Menachemson),  married Nili Shapira 

from Ramat Beit Shemesh.

Howie, son of Joey and Cheryl Noik (formally of 
Johannesburg), married Shiri Marcus.

Nuptials

Ilan, son of Dave 
and Lyn Bach of 

Ra’anana, married 
Efrat, daughter of 
Giora and Rachel 

Webber of Moshav 
Habonim.

Dana, daughter of Shuki Shai (Tivon) 
and Irit Kaplan (Manof), married 

Michael McDevit of New York.

Shiri, daughter of Adv Charles and Vivienne 
Abelsohn of Kfar Sava, and granddaughter of Helen 

Lison of Herzliya, married Gabriel, son of Moshe 
and Yehudit Barda of Ramat Gan.

Liron, son of Warren and Jackie Samuels 
of Ra’anana and grandson of Tilly 

Samuels and Anita Seligman, married 
Einav, daughter of Avshalom and Irit 

Mor of Kfar Saba

Ariella, daughter 
of Wendy and 
Ralph Hirschfeld of 
Netanya, married 
Shlomi son of Dalia 
and Itzik  Kapuya.
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Enter the foyer of  Beth Protea and 
one feels instantly welcomed. One 

is struck by that familiar “heimish” 
atmosphere - from the décor to the 
residents with their geographically-
defining accents - that makes each 
visit feel like a ‘homecoming’.

2012 sees this ‘Pride of  the Southern 
African community in Israel’ celebrate 
its 20th year.

The late Israeli President Chaim 
Herzog had it spot-on when he ex-
pressed at the official opening of  
Beth Protea in November 1992 that 
“one is never surprised at the admirable 
level of  volunteering and performance 
on the part of  South Africans in Israel. 
You have done it again by establishing 
Beth Protea.”  By again, the 
State President meant that 
Beth Protea stood out as 
another shining example 
of  communal spirit and 
excellence.

Chairman of  Beth Protea 
today is former Capetonian, 
Isaac Lipshitz. Isaac has 
been associated with Beth 
Protea from its opening - 
for the most part, with its 
finances, having repeat-
edly served as the Chairman of  the 
Finance Committee. “Beth Protea is 
the fulfillment of  the vision of  its 
founding fathers - all pragmatic and 
inspired Zionists - to create a not-for-
profit communal retirement facility 
that would provide for its Southern 
African residents an environment 

A Southern African Gem 

Sparkles 
at Twenty

where they could enjoy new friendships 
and new experiences under constant 
superlative care and security. This has 
been achieved.” 

However, in the same way as Zionism 
is an evolving process seeking to make 
Israel “a light unto the nations”, so with 
Beth Protea, Isaac feels, “We want it to 
be a light to the community, to extend 
the ambit of  its activities so that it will 
emerge as more than a retirement facili-

ty. We are central-
ly located in the 
country; we want 
to be centrally lo-
cated in the con-
sciousness of  the community. We want to 
introduce Beth Protea to younger gen-
erations and so attract younger volun-
teers to our activities. We also want to 
attract visitors - not only the family and 
friends of  residents - but the commu-
nity generally to our cultural events.” 
An example of  this new direction, says 
Isaac, “was our recent collaboration with 
Telfed of  the Muizenberg Exhibition, 
which was a huge success. People, who 
had not been to Beth Protea in years 
- some had never been - came from all 

Feature

Shades of African 
Tranquility: 

Majestic gardens 
envelop the back patio 

at Beth Protea.
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over the country to see this memora-
ble exhibition and in so doing, were 
introduced or re-introduced to Beth 
Protea.” Beth Protea’s association and 
collaboration with Telfed goes back to 
its inception.

Down Memory Lane 
While there are far too many people 

to mention for their superlative con-
tributions to Beth Protea, Isaac could 
not avoid singling out four rare in-
dividuals, who through their passion 
and dedication have left their mark - 
their personalities imbedded with the 
bricks and mortar.  In recognition of  
their outstanding contributions, the 
foyer of  Beth Protea is graced with 
the oil portraits of  - Walter Robinson, 
Herman Musikanth, Joel Katz and 
Eric Samson.   

“I look upon Walter as the true found-
er. His continual interest in the welfare 
of  the residents and that the original 
ethos of  the organisation would con-
tinue for all time, is 
evident at our AGMs, 
where he presses per-
sistently on adher-
ing to our founding 
principles, on com-
munity involvement 
and encouraging the 
younger generation’s 
participation.”

Walter recalls the 
first question he was 
asked at the very first 
fundraising campaign in 
Haifa in 1985: 

“What are you guys 
planning to serve for 
lunch?”  

“Can you believe it?  We had no land to 
build on, nor raised a dime, and people 
already wanted to know what we would 
serve for lunch.” Dublin-born Robinson 
was quick off  the mark. “Well, if  you 

don’t cough-up and start contributing, 
there will be no Beth Protea to serve 
lunch.” Seven years later, lunch was 
served to the first residents of  Beth 
Protea in August 1992. 

Herman Musikanth, who was the 
late Stanley Lewis’ financial right-
hand man in Foschini in South Africa 
before making aliya “lived and breathed 
Beth Protea delving deeply into every 
financial transaction. At meetings he 
was like a bulldog queering everything 
– he gave people a rough time but was 
respected for this. If  Walter was the 
light house illuminating the way for-
ward, it was Herman at the wheel who 
chartered the safe passage.”

Attending a Telfed Executive meet-
ing, “sometime in 1982” where the mat-
ter of  a retirement home was on the 
agenda, Walter noticed “this fellow,  - 
younger than me - asking a lot of  very 
sensible questions. I knew immediately, 
I wanted him in the team.” And so be-
gan the partnership between Walter and 

Joe l  Katz 
that would 
s t e e r  t h e 
Beth Protea 
pro jec t  in 
i ts  for ma-
tive years. 
J o e l  w a s 
C h a i r m a n 
o f  t h e 

Management 
Board at the 
time of  the of-
ficial opening 
in 1992, where 

guest of  honour was the President of  
Israel, Chaim Herzog.

When it came to “coughing up,” - 
Robinson’s catch phrase - the leader 
of  the pack has been undoubtedly Eric 

Samson. Honoured in the past, Eric 
and wife Sheila will again be honoured 
later this year for his immense gen-
erosity as part of  Beth Protea’s 20th 
celebrations.

Sticking To Principles
Beth Protea has remained firm to its 

founding philosophy. Sensitive to the 
initial apprehension that the project 
would serve only the wealthy, the 
founders were determined that appli-
cants would not be turned away if  they 
could not afford the deposit or monthly 
levy. “In accordance with our mission 
statement, Beth Protea assists up to a 
third of  our residents in one form or 
another,” says Isaac. 

How does this work? As a non-prof-
it association, Beth Protea is owned 
and managed by the Southern African 
community. It’s headed by a Board of  
Directors, with volunteer committees 
for management, finance, building, 
medical matters and admissions. The 
separate Keren Beth Protea is respon-
sible for fund-raising and granting of  
subsidies to residents who may require 

More than Friends: Top supporters of 
Beth Protea Eric & Sheila Sampson at Beth 

Protea’s ‘Barmitzvah bash’. The Sampsons will 
be honoured later this year for their on-going 
support  of a cause “very dear to our hearts.”

Founding Father: Fondly referred to as the 
“abba” of Beth Protea, Walter Robinson is seen here 

embracing  a ‘special new arrival’ - a Torah at a 
ceremony in 2007

by David Kaplan

Beth Protea 
Chairman, Isaac 
Lipshitz and wife 
Maureen seen at 
the Muizenberg 
Exhibition at Beth 
Protea
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assistance “anywhere between 10% 
and 100%. All applications for as-
sistance are handled confidentially 
so nobody is any the wiser as to who 
is being helped,” says Isaac.  “This is 
what distinguishes our community 
project from the commercial, prof-
it-motivated senior citizen facilities 
elsewhere in Israel.” 

 Community Outreach
Beth Protea comprises three sections 

– an Independent Section (approxi-
mately 115 residents), an Assisted 
Living Unit, (approximately 20 res-
idents) and a Nursing Care Unit 
(SIUDI), which is staffed by qualified 
doctors, outstanding, caring nurses, 
and care-givers, servicing 43 residents. 
The SIUDI has established a global 
reputation for excellent care that “we 
even have children abroad enquiring 
for their parents,” says Lynn Lochoff, 
the Director of  Beth Protea, who has 
a staff  under her of  108. 

In line with the Chairman’s vision 
of  opening Beth Protea to the wid-
er community, in one major area, it 
has been doing so for many years. 
“Our advisory and counseling center 
- Beth Protea Plus – provides infor-
mation on all aspects of  elderly care 
to the community,” explains Lynn. 
“Even before the Center was opened, 
English-speaking senior citizens and 
their families were calling us to ask 
questions on a variety of  problems. 
We consequently established the first 
nation-wide center for elderly care 
information in Israel.” 

Since opening in March 1996, the 
Center receives constant calls from im-
migrants from South Africa, America, 
Canada, Australia and Europe. 
“Enquiries touch on subjects such as 

lonel iness 
and depres-
sion, pen-
sions, health 
insur ance 
a n d  c i t i -
zen’s rights. 
Adv ice  i s 
sought on 
retirement 
homes, day 
care centers, 
home care , 
shopping, hospitalization and deal-
ing with governmental and local 
authorities. We have found that one 
of  the most important tasks of  our 
Center is to make people aware of  
their rights as senior citizens, so 
that they can take full advantage 
of  the services available to them,” 
says Lynn.

“It’s The People.....”
Half  the story of  Beth Protea’s su-

perlative success is the people who 
made and continue to make it all hap-
pen. The other half  of  the story is 
about the residents - past and present 
- who are a microcosm of  the history 
of  modern Israel. 

The writer thinks of  resident 
Maurice Ostroff who in 1948 vol-
unteered to fight in Israel’s War of  
Independence, commanding a radio 
station near the Weizmann Institute. 
Over six decades later, Ostroff  still 
has his antennae out and still locking 
horns with Israel’s enemies. From his 
third floor apartment in Beth Protea 
he daily monitors the world media on 
its coverage on Israel, responding to 
unfair bias by writing to newspapers, 
TV networks and political leaders 
around the world.

And then there is pioneer Rona 
Baram who was amongst the first 
residents of  Beth Protea when it 

opened its doors 
in 1992. A law stu-
dent and trained 
nurse, Rona ar-
rived in Palestine 
from South Africa 
in the mid-for-
ties and held out 
fighting in 1948 
on Kibbutz Kfar 
Blum where ‘un-

der fire’, she helped 
deliver babies and 

care for the sick and wounded. 
Thankful today for the quality of  
care she receives at Beth Protea, the 
past and present mesh as Rona thinks 
back to those early days of  the nas-
cent State when she established Tipat 
Chalav, the first child-care clinic in 
Kiryat Shmonah.

The writer too recalls the late Sam 
Solomon another first resident to 
Beth Protea. He had little interest 
in Zionism in the 1930s, but “did 
have an interest in girls.”  Living 
in Bloemfontein, he asked a pretty 
girl out on a date, but was told “she 
would only go out with me if  I ac-
companied her to a Zionist meeting.” 
So taken up with what he heard that 
three weeks later Sam was on a plane 
to Palestine. 

“Whatever happened to the girl?” 

“No idea,” replied Solomon, whose 
first job in arriving in Palestine was 
building the road from Tel Aviv to 
Haifa, less than a kilometer west of  
where Beth Protea stands today.

If  building roads was what Southern 
Africans were called upon to do in the 
1930s, then caring for the Maurices, 
Ronas and Sams is the way forward 
today. 

Twenty years later, Beth Protea 
is celebrating. It has a lot to cele-
brate about as it proudly embraces 
the future.

LeChaim!

Partying-on-the-patio: Residents watching a lively 
“rikudai am” (Israeli folk dancing) program by the children 

of Herzlia this year on Yom Ha’Atzmaut

H T OFF THE PRESSH T OFF THE PRESS
DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
Fancy dress, pantomime, fun for all was the theme for this year’s Purim Party at 
Beth Protea. Well known pantomime artist RUTI TAMIR provided wonderful 
entertainment and both staff and residents rose to the occasion in beautiful 
costumes and innovative face masks ensuring anonymity and much guessing 
from all the participants.

DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
Beth Protea has its very own creative and talented florist – Gina Eting. 

This year, in celebration of Tu B”Shvat (New Year of the Trees), Gina did a 
flower demonstration of designs that were “Sweet and Simple” just right for our 
residents apartments. 

In addition a competition entitled “Table for Two” was held. How creative the 
tables looked and how difficult it was to find a winner.

DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
Beth Protea’s traditional “Bridge and 
Card” morning was held recently with 
record attendance. The delectable 
breakfast was prepared by the talented 
residents and was truly a feast not 
to be missed. All the funds collected 
during this morning are given to Keren 
Beth Protea.  How gratifying it is to 
see the support offered for this very 
important cause.

BETH PROTEA – The Pride of Israel’s Southern African Community
5 Asher Barash Street, Herzlia, Tel.: 09-9595222, Fax: 09-9595300
Email: info@bethprotea.org.il
Website : www.bethprotea.org.il    

DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
During the first week of March, Beth 
Protea’s dining room was transformed 
into a Parisian nightclub featuring 
the world renowned cabaret artist 
Pascal. Well known romantic music 
and singing transported the audience 
on a memorable journey with the 
charismatic Pascal. This unforgettable 
evening was a birthday celebration for 
our many 90+ residents and what a 
party it was… Ad 120…

DID YOU KNOW THAT ...
Spring temperatures and blooming 
black irises had our residents on the 
road again…… Our most recent trip 
was to Ramat Ha Nadiv nature park. 
What better way to welcome the new 
season and experience contact with 
nature. Several interesting talks were 
given as well as an opportunity to 
prepare personal pot plants followed 
by a delicious picnic lunch in the park. 
A great day out was had by all.
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“There, that’s me,” exclaimed Jerusalem artist Basil 
Frank pointing to the baby in a huge poster of  his 

family in front of  a bathing box. Basil - whose grandfather 
was the reverent  and Chazan of  the Muizenberg Synagogue 
from its founding in 1933 to 1965 - was one of  over 200 
former Southern Africans who attended the much antici-
pated launch of  the “Memories of  Muizenberg” Exhibition 
at Beth Protea. “No matter the weather, every morning be-
fore shul - sporting his striped dressing gown – Rev. Frank, 
my zaida, would jog to the beach for a swim. The old infirm 
Yiddisher folk, standing on their 
balconies would clap. In the sum-
mer months I ran behind him! He 
would stand on his head and do his 
yoga exercises.”

Telfed Chairman Dave Bloom, 
who was the driving force in bring-
ing this exhibition from South 
Africa, seemed to lament that “hop-
ping on a train to the beach” was 
never an option growing up in 
Zimbabwe. However, Muizenberg 
was never the exclusive property 

of  the Capetonians: “Being Southern Africa’s premier sea 
resort,” continued Dave, “every summer it attracted Jews 
from all over the Southern continent shaping a personal and 

communal destiny.  How many romances 
began on these sands leading to marriage, 
or business deals forged between aspir-
ing and perspiring tycoons in their bathing 
trunks munching on their kosher polony 
and shmaltz sandwiches?” This exhibition,” 
concluded Dave “is a living, breathing visu-
al testimony to a past era that I am proud 
Telfed has brought to Israel.”’

And in true ‘Litvak’ tradition, what would 
such an exhibition be without “a faribal”, 
joked Joy Kropman, the Exhibition’s cu-
rator from South Africa. “An old black and 
white photo of  a tall, pretty girl in a one- 
piece bather nearly led to the second ‘Battle 
of  Muizenberg’ (the first in 1795), when a 

Sands   
of  Time

In keeping with its motto ‘Telfed on the Move’, Telfed 
recently organized with Beth Protea in association with 

the Pioneer International Group a ‘moving’ exhibition 
that transported  visitors back in time  to a colourful 

past, rich in personal memories.

Basil Frank from 
Jerusalem, alongside 

the large blown-up 
poster of his family. “I’ve 

grown up somewhat 
since then,”  laughed 

Basil whose grandfather 
was the Reverend at the 

Muizenberg synogogue 
for over three decades.

jealous eighty-year old at the opening ex-
hibition at the Jewish Centre in Cape town 
saw that this photo was selected rather than 
the photo of  her in a more sexy two-piece. 
“Who was she? I was a lot prettier than 
her,” she had ranted.”

Proud that Beth Protea had been the ven-
ue for this popular exhibition, its Chairman, 
Isaac Lipshitz, recalled the iconic railway 
bridge that one had to drive under before 
entering Muizenberg “and how we always 
used to tease the kids to duck.”

“Was it known as the Snake Pit or Snake 
Park,” asked Peter Stern, a one time resi-
dent of  Muizenberg. Following different 
answers shouted from the audience, Peter 
settled it with, “See, it depends whether you 
came from Joburg or Cape Town.” The son 
of  the late Bertie ‘Sandpiper’ Stern - a famed leader of  
Habonim in the forties and fifties - Peter then proceeded to 
name the five beaches starting from Surfers Beach in the 
corner next to the railway line, to Christian Beach, com-
monly referred to as “Yoks Beach.”

The Board Walk
The conversations around the exhibition 

boards were animated. Folk, who as young-
sters had flocked to Muizenberg with their 
families from upcountry, recalled those 
sun-soaked, lazy summers staying at the 
Balmoral, the Grand, the Bay View, the 
Marine, or Rio Grande.

Standing next to the poster of  the Balmoral 
Hotel was Leslie Shirken, whose par-
ents’ part owned and ran the hotel with 
Sylvia and Sam Borok, whose son Gessie 
- a resident of  Rechovot - was also at the 

exhibition.

There was general talk of  play-
ing “touch rugger” and “bok bok” 
in the Sandpit, the beach photog-
rapher from Movie Snaps, “our 
parents rubbing olive oil on our 
bodies”, smoking Texan, Lucky 
Strike and State Express 555, mak-
ing dates for the Muizenberg bop, 
The Milk Bar, the Vic Davis Show, 
eating hamburgers at Norman’s 
Café, the famed beef  on rye from 
Sack’s delicatessen, the Empire 
Bioscope, where the manager, Mr. 
Phillips, always wore a tuxedo and 
black bow tie “whether it was a 
matinee, a Saturday morning dou-
ble feature or a Saturday evening 
show.” Some men with smirks on 

their faces recollected more lascivious moments under the 
boxes with their first girlfriends. “Yes,” interjected another. 
“It was the Age of  Discovery.”

At another board, the writer overheard talk about the 
Kosher butcher on Palmer Road, the Trapplers and Mrs. 
Schneider who made fresh bagels, the famed hypnotist Max 

Collie – who the writer recalls 
hypnotizing people to stop smok-
ing – and the fish cart you would 
know is coming “a mile away” be-
cause of  the piercing sound of  the 
Snoek horn.

Food for Thought
Of  a more cerebral recollection, 

Nina Selbst from Savion, stood 
next to a photo of  her family, who 
lived in Muizenberg and spoke 
about the famed Friday nights 

By David E. Kaplan

Those Were the Days: Those Were the Days. Leslie 
and Myra Shirken in front of a poster of a packed beach. 
“What an atmosphere there was. We knew all the girls,” 
and then looking at his wife, “Of course, this was LONG 

before I met Myra.” 

“”There’s Frank,” points out Nina Selbst of Savion of 
her late brother Frank Herbstein. Her father, former 
chairman of Telfed, Justice Joseph Herbstein used to 
hold Friday night discussion sessions for the senior 

Jewish youth in Muizenberg.

Class of “44: Miriam Zohar (nee Milner) points out 
the her brother Roy, and then rattles off the names of 
her friends in the standard 10 class Muizenberg High 
School taken in 1944. The signatures of the students 

appear on the right.



when her father Judge 
Joseph Herbstein (later 
Telfed chairman in the ear-
ly 1970s) held court “with 
Dad presiding”. “Young 
Jewish boys and girls from 
all over Muizenberg, most 
times over thirty of  them, 
used to come. Dad would 
introduce a topic - usually 
about Israel and Zionism - to discuss. 
Everyone was encouraged to partici-
pate and many of  those youngsters 
would later reveal how these ses-
sions encouraged them to speak with 
confidence in public. Many of  these 
‘graduates’ are today living all over 
the world, including Israel.”

Winds of Change
Muizenberg - like Camelot - had its 

fleeting time in history; its sparkling 
past relegated today to photos, prose 
and conversation. From a Jewish per-
spective, it’s a barren landscape, a far 
cry from what the Jewish communi-
ty of  Southern Africa fondly called -
“Jewzenberg”. Mightier than the ‘South 
Easter’, it was the changing winds of  
Jewish demographics that sounded its 
death knell. A sober reflection came 
from financier Mike Ellis of  Pioneer 
International – the exhibition’s spon-
sor: “Past success is no promise for 
future performance.”

That special, crazy, Southern African 
Litvak character, once so imbedded in 
the Muizenberg Jewish culture, was 
so poignantly captured in a delightful 
quote imprinted upon a large colour-
ful replica of  a bathing box:

“I could not understand why it was not 
possible to enjoy a day on the beach with-
out schlepping a replica, equivalent to each 
item of  furniture left at home.” •

“Cheers”
A ‘twentysomething’ former South 
African is at the top of his game. 
In two years, his pub ‘Sheinkin’ 

in Ra’anana has emerged as one 
of the most popular pubs in the 

Sharon. It recently came out 
with its own beer – Sheinkin. 

Telfed Magazine attended the 
launch.

Clutching a tall, rich 
golden brown ‘Sheinkin’ 
topped with white froth, 
this writer was totally 
ensconced in his ‘assign-
ment’.  Tucking in as well to 
“The Special” – a delicious homemade 
100% beef  burger and chips – the writ-
er was going ‘with the flow’, and the 
beers were flowing nicely...and rapidly. 
The pub was packed, and heralding the 
official launch of  the beer, a Scot in 
full regalia playing bagpipes, descend-
ed a stairway to a stage where a band 
was wowing the crowd of  mixed ages. 
That the Telfed contingent was at the 
high-end of  the ‘mixed aged’ catego-
ry was fine. We were in the groove, 
further uplifted by the band’s earlier 
rendition of  “Forever Young.”

Why the name Sheinkin?

Brett Sacks who arrived with his 
family at the age of  twelve from 
Johannesburg (his parents Lynn and 
Michael were determined that “I cel-
ebrated my Bar Mitzvah in Israel”) 
explained. 

“As young adults in our twenties 

in Ra’anana, there were few quality 
pubs”. The result?  A nocturnal mass-
migration to Tel Aviv for fun. “That 
is where the action was.” The aim of  
Sheinkin,” named after Tel Aviv’s cul-
turally iconic street - “is to bring Tel 
Aviv to Ra’anana.”  Open seven days 
a week, pulling in the folk from 22 

to 50, this is being achieved – atmos-
pherically.... and visually. 

Inside Out
Enter the ‘Sheinkin Bar & Kitchen’ 

- its full name – you feel as having 
stepped into Tel Aviv, sans the schlep. 
The décor transports one to down-
town Tel Aviv, with each wall project-
ing the facades of  buildings reflecting 
that City’s architecture. Upstairs, you 
feel you are sitting on an outside res-
taurant balcony, looking down upon a 
piazza, observing ‘the passing show’ 
of  jovial revelers.

“You see,” says Brett, “You are inside 
but you feel you are sitting outside.”

After a third beer that observation 
totally made sense, particularly when 
I was beginning to wonder how I was 
going to drive back to Ra’anana from 
Tel Aviv!
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Feelin’ Good: Shenkin owner Brett Sacks 
(left), father Michael and Martin Wolff toasting 
the launch of the popular pub’s new beer. A Star is Born

Nadav Nates, the eldest son of  former 
South African Ronnie Nates and Israeli 
wife Denise is making a name for him-
self  on local stage and TV.

He recently was awarded the prize for 
the “Most Promising Actor of  2011” 
for his major role as Micky in “Blood 
Brothers” at Beit Lessin.

This prize is awarded annually by the 
Israeli theatre association and this year 
was held at Gesher theatre in Jaffa.

Nadav’s role in Blood Brothers was his 
latest role following a spate of  appear-
ances on stage and on the small screen 
since graduating two years ago.

Next up for Nadav is performing in 
“World Cup Wishes”, a play written by 
Ashkol Nevo, the grandson of  the late 
Israeli Prime Minister Levi Eshkol, to 
be followed by a major role in the up-
coming TV program “Allenby”.

Whether to appear on stage or the 
movies, it sounds more like a case of  ‘A 
Star is Torn’ for this busy actor!

What’s Brewing
“We are known for our variety of  

beer from all over the world, offering 
over fifty brands” says Brett. There is 
Duvel  Ale from Belgium, London Pride 
from the UK, and now from Ra’anana, 
Sheinkin, a 6% alcohol content American 
Pale Ale (APL). “At the moment,” ex-
plains Brett, “it is available only in our 
pub. However, in a few months it will 
be sold at boutique outlets in Ra’anana 
and neighbouring area.”

So how does Brett - who is in part-
nership with two brothers, 
Asaf, his best friend since 
he arrived on aliya, and Ido 
– enjoy being a businessman, 
barman, restaurateur and now 
brewer? “I love it. I love be-
ing around people having a 
good time.”

And Sheinkin is all about, 
“having a good time” - for 
all ages.”We have an ‘Early 
Night’ where the bar opens 
offering a choice of  eight 
meals and a draft beer for 
only fifty shekels. “This 
has become hugely popular 
particularly for the older 
crowd.” Then at 10.00pm, 
continues Brett, “The lights 
go down, the music goes up 
and there is a younger vibe 
in the air.”

Any anecdotes to share that have enriched 
your journey so far?

“Sure; my cousin Gideon Tuffias 
brought Karin on their first date here. 
Exactly one year later, after their wed-
ding reception, they returned, this time 
dressed as a bride and groom. They 
sat on the very bar stools they had 
cuddled up a year earlier. It’s not all 
fantasy, “We thrive on making dreams 
come true.” In the meantime, Brett is 
living his dream. •

Sounds Great
When Telfed Magazine interviewed singer-

songwriter Maya Isacowitz in 2010 she was 
described as “up-and-coming”.  Her album, ‘Safe 
and Sound’, had come out on a CD available only 

at live performances. Now at stores, her music 
frequently playing on the radio, and having recently 
received Akum’s 2012 prestigious ‘Discovery of the 

Year’ award, Maya feels she is now “safe and sound” 
in the music business.

“It was amazing being on the stage 
with the likes of  Rita, Din Din Aviv, 

Eyal Golan and Dudu Tassa,” says 
Maya, daughter of  South African par-
ents Peter and Leslie of  Rosh Pina. 
The ceremony took place at the Ha’aretz 
Museum, Tel Aviv. “Just being with 
these performers was daunting; re-
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Blood Brothers: Nadav Nates, (right) 
holding his “Most Promising Actor of 2011” 

prize with his co-actor ‘brother’.

On the Road: Guitar in hand, Maya Isacowitz 
is well on her way to stardom.

Shades of Scotland: The shrill 
sound of bagpipes  

called the the packed 
pub’s  revelers to order 
for the official launch 

of Sheinkin beer. 

continued on next page, top of 
middle column
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minded me how far I had come since 
struggling to make it at clubs in New 
York.” However, New York did reveal 
one thing to the young Maya. It did 
not matter if  there was “one person 
or a 100 listening to me or that the 
audience was padded by friends from 
a local Hummus place or cousins of  
my Dads’ - I did not care; I simply 
loved singing to people.”

These days, the 24 year-old redhead 
is performing to packed audiences in 
Israel with her folk rock brand of  mu-
sic.  The guitarist in her band - sim-
ply called ‘Maya Isacowitz’ - is her 
cousin Shai, son of  Lynn Lockoff, 
Director of  Beth Protea. “Shai has 
been with me from the beginning 
– we are partners.”

As the saying goes – You know you 
have made it when you hear your 
song for the first time on the radio. 
For Maya that happened when tak-
ing a break while waitressing at Café 
George in Tel Aviv to step into the 
kiosk next door. Playing on the ra-
dio, she heard her first released sin-
gle: “Is It Alright?” 

“I couldn’t believe it,” she says. A few 
days later, when she heard the song 
again, she was in the back of  a taxi. 
“That’s me!” she told the driver. Now 
it was the taxi driver who didn’t be-
lieve it. “No it isn’t, it’s a singer from 
overseas; it’s a well known song,” he 
said. Maya took his card, phoned him 
later, invited him to a gig “and now 
he is my regular taxi driver.”

So what’s next for this sabra who grew 
up on Kibbutz Ma’ayan Baruch, went to 
school in Kfar Blum and today lives in Tel 
Aviv? Following her recent top billing 
appearance at the annual Jacobs Ladder 
Festival at Nof  Ginosar, where as a 
child her dad first introduced her to 

Changing of the Guard. Yankele Turner, 
previous commander of the IAF Training School, 

(left) chatting animatedly about the old days 
with  Saul Simon (a former commander of the 

Training School) and Smoky Simon, at the Change 
of Commanders Ceremony IAF on Yom Ha’atzmaut, 

when Aluf Ido Nehushtan handed over command of 
the Israel Air Force to Aluf Amir Eshel at the Yom 

Ha’atzmaut IAF Change of Commanders Ceremony.

People

Training School, both Nehushtan and 
Eshel were two of  his outstanding pu-
pils,” Smoky told Telfed Magazine. 
Smoky felt justifiably proud when out-
going Chief  Nehushtan said to him, 
that Saul was “one in a million” fol-
lowed by the new Chief  Eshel adding, 
“Whatever I know about operational 
flying I learned from Saul”.  

The apple falls not too far from the 
‘cockpit’.

Sixty-four years earlier to the day, 
when David Ben-Gurion was declaring 
the State of  Israel in Tel Aviv, Smoky 
was one of  three people who had a 
clear view of  what was about to befall 
the new state. The other two were fel-
low South African Boris Senior and an 
Israeli photographer Shmulik Videlis 
who were flying in a Bonaza in what 
was the first reconnaissance flight over 
enemy territory. Boris was the pilot, 
Smoky, the navigator.

They observed with sinking hearts 
the roads leading from Transjordan, 
Syria and Egypt lined with hundreds 
of  vehicles, tanks trucks, half-tracks, 
and armoured cars, “all moving in for 
the kill.”

They could see Kfar Etzion “had al-
ready been overrun and was on fire,” 
and would soon learn that about 200 
members of  Kfar Etzion had been 
killed in its defense, including South 
Africans.

Returning to Tel Aviv for their de-

briefing, they could hardly conceal 
their anxiety. 

“We know,” said Yigal Yadin, Head 
of  Operations.

Philip Symon is

Philip Symon, always the perfectionist, uses the latest techniques for upgrading, refurbishing and 
maintaining  your property to the highest standard. For over 25 years Philip Symon has been synonymous 
with reliability and expertise. Join his long list of satisfied clients and bring a touch of class to your home.

Services include: •Professional Painting and decorative moldings •Demolition •Bathroom and kitchen 
remodeling •Tiling  •Electrical work •Plaster work and partitions •Plumbing

 mobile: (054)431-5005  email: philip_symon@hotmail.com

“The Perfectionist”

Call today for free advice and/or quotes.

Warriors Re-unite
Over 200 people, the majority Machalniks -  those volunteers from abroad 

who came to ffight in Israel’s War of  Independence (1946-1949) - and their 
families - filled the auditorium on the 31st May at the long-awaited opening of  
the World Machal exhibition at the Museum of  the Jewish People at Tel Aviv 
University. Too late for publication in this issue, a report on the exhibition will 
be appearing in a future Telfed Magazine. In the meantime, we could not re-
sist this photo of  our ‘heroes.’ 

What ‘we know’ today is that that 
thanks to the heroic services of  such 
fathers and sons over the decades, 
Israel is being kept safe. •

Israel’s Future in 
the Balance. l-r: 
Aharon Remez. Chief of 
the IAF, Smoky Simon, 
Chief of Air Operations, 
Shlomo Lahat Chief 
of Bomber Operations 
(later mayor of Tel 
Aviv), and Chris, in 
charge of maps.

Mahal Reunion, May 2012.  Back row l-r: Joe Leibovitz, Maurice Ostroff, Shmuel Amid, 
Moshe Amiram; Centre row l-r: Monty Bixen, David “Migal” Teperson, Stanley Sober, Avi Grant, Hymie 

Josman. Front row l-r: Smoky Simon, Stanley Medicks, Hymie Goldblatt

live music, “I’m ready to start work on 
my second album and continue per-
forming. Also looking beyond Israel 
and possibly touring abroad.”

What’s the name again of  her first 
single? ‘Is It Alright?’ 

Maya has her answer. •

Those Magnificent Men 
in their Flying Machines

This past Independence Day - 14th 
May 2012 - was indeed a date for Smoky 
Simon, Chairman of  World Machal 
to remember. Together with his wife 
Myra (a fellow Machalnik and the IAF’s 
first instructor in meteorology), and 
their ex-F-15 pilot son Saul, the fam-
ily attended the IAF’s 
Change of  Command 
ceremony where Aluf  
Ido Nehushtan handed 
over the ‘controls’ to 
Aluf  Amir Eshel. 

“When Saul com-
manded the Air Force’s 
Fighter Operations 

continued on top of next column

continued on next page



Judy Zabari (Kochav Yair

Telfed chairman Dave Bloom, members of the 
Directorate, Executive Council and all staff express 

heartfelt condolences to families whose loved ones 
(listed below) have passed away in recent months:

In Memoriam

Harold Pupkewitz
He may have lived far removed from 

main centres of  Jewish life, but Jews 
in need, whether in Southern Africa 
or Israel were never far from the heart 
and mind of  businessman Harold 
Pupkewitz, who passed away recently 
in Windhoek aged 96.

Over and above his 
vast  ph i lanthrop-
ic work in Southern 
A f r i c a ,  H a r o l d , 
through Telfed, has 
helped sponsor 400 
bursaries to univer-
sity students in Israel 
over a three year pe-
riod as well as assist-
ing 160 family units 

every month with food and rental 
subsidies.

Telfed extends condolences to the 
family and many friends  of  Harold 
Pupkewitz. 

Ivan Greenstein
When inspiring Southern African 

Zionist leaders make aliya they might 
think they are entitled to a well-de-
served ‘retirement’ from volunteerism. 
More frequently this is not the case, 
and thankfully, Ivan Greenstein was no 

exception. Prior to 
making aliya, “this 
great Zionist and 
true friend” in the 
words of  his life-
long friend, Fay 
Weinstein, had been 
both Chairman and 
later President of  
the  S .A.  Board 
o f  E d u c a t i o n , 
C h a i r m a n , 

President and Honorary President of  
the King David Schools’ Foundation, 
Co-Treasurer and Co-Vice Chairman of  
the S.A. Zionist Federation, Chairman of  
the S.A.-Israel Chamber of  Commerce, 
a fundraiser for Israel with the IUA, 
served on the Executive of  the  S.A. 
Jewish Board of  Deputies, and was a 
past Chairman of  the S.A. Friends of  
Tel Aviv University of  which he was 
also a Governor of  that University 
from 1976 until his passing. 

Following Ivan’s aliya, his brother-
in-law and former Telfed Chairman 
Mike Fredman quickly roped him 
in. Ivan joined the Telfed Executive 
Committee, and with his vast business 
experience, served as an outstanding 
Treasurer as well as Chairman of  Keren 
Telfed, whose funds are used to assist 
the Southern African community in 
Israel in times of  individual or fam-
ily need.  Ivan was honoured last year 
at Telfed for his contribution to the 
organization after stepping down as a 
member of  Telfed’s Executive Council 
and Chairman of  Keren Telfed.

Ivan was one of  those individuals 
who could not settle anywhere with-
out enriching the local Jewish commu-
nity. Hence it was not surprising that 
even when he lived in Hong Kong in 
the early nineties, he founded there a 
Jewish day school - Carmel School - 
and served as its first Chairman.

Telfed expresses heartfelt condo-
lences to wife Sara and sons, Mark, 
David, Antony and Steven and their 
families.

Shirley Stein
Well-known in the Southern African 

community, Shirley Stein also held 
a special place in the Telfed family, 
as the beloved wife of Itz Stein (z’l) 
who throughout his life in Israel was 
active in the ‘Fed’ either as a member 

Lionel Ger (Haifa)

Ivan Katz (Ra’anana)

Jacobus Rudolph (Tel Aviv)

Mordechai Shwabsky (Kfar Monash)

Sally Field (Ra’anana)

Jason Armist (Kfar Saba)

Renee Menasche (Herzlia)

Ruth Salinger (Tel Aviv)

Alice Rieback (Herzlia)

Bernard Marks (Ra’anana)

Shirley Stein (Herzlia)

Dots (David) Sadowsky (Nordia)

Mary Katz (Jerusalem)

Hymie Unterhalter (Ra’anana)

Rita Schiff (Givatayim)

Selma Kanichowsky (Ra’anana)

War & Remembrance
Families of  many of  the bereaved 85 Southern African fallen in 

the defence of  Israel, recently joined members of  the community at 
a special rededication ceremony to the new ‘Wall of  Names’ at the 
JNF South African Lavi Forest near Golani Junction. The original 
“Wall of  Names” and the famed memorial designed by renowned 
sculptor David Fine were dedicated in 1986.

Organised by Telfed, the JNF - who sponsored a new ‘Wall of  
Names’ - and the inspiring leadership and passion of  Telfed vol-
unteer Gidon Katz from Ashkelon, Dave Bloom, Chairman of  
Telfed said: “We salute our sons and daughters who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice that we may live and fulfill our Zionist dream. While 
we, Southern Africans grieve and re-
member their sacrifice, we can take 
comfort and feel proud of  our role 
in defending Israel.”
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of  staff, Director (1979-1984) and an 
inspiring volunteer. Enthusiastically 
supporting him with his many 
projects and activities that im-
pacted enormously on the SA 
community in Israel was his 
loving wife Shirley.

Telfed mourns her passing and 
expresses heartfelt condolences 
to her children Yael, Ilan, Amir, 
Mickey and their families.

Telfed volunteer Gidon Katz (rt) from Ashkelon, 
who organized the memorial ceremony, is seen 
here with Glen Eilon, father of Mark (z’l), who 
lost his life in a training accident during  joint 

Israel/USA tests for new equipment.

Memorial to the South African fallen 
being erected in 1986. Comprising five 

massive rocks hewn in half and piled on 
top of each other, it speaks powerfully 

of the lives that have been torn asunder 
– yet a lifeline remains for others to 

journey, thanks to the sacrifice of our 
fallen heroes.



Counselling
Improve relationships - marital, family 
and individual counselling. Trauma de-
briefing. Loss and grief  work. Building 
self-esteem and teaching social and 
problem-solving skills for teens. Jackie 
Galgut (054) 9762513. (Counselling 
social worker)

Electrician
Shimon’s Services - For all your elec-
trical and household appliances: re-
pairs, instillation and maintenance, in 
Modiin, Jerusalem, Beit Shemesh and 
the Sharon Areas. For friendly and reli-
able service call Shimon Zack, (054)245-
6448 (052)295-3717, (08)970-7194. Not 
Shabbat.

Handyman
Your handyman for all your home 
maintenance requirements in the Sharon 
Area: •Painting •Plumbing •Electrical 
•Carpentry •Fencing •General Repairs 
•Pergolas. For a free quotation, call Craig 
(052)867-5235

Sewing Machines
Repairs on all makes of  sewing 
machines and overlockers. Big dis-
counts on new machine prices. Trade-
ins accepted. Used machines bought 
and sold. Free advice and help glad-
ly given. Jock Kahn (09) 7741568, 
(052)4672113 

We Want
Any China, household goods, tableware, 
silver plate, glassware, bric-a-brac or small 
furniture that you can live without? Or 
moving house? We’ll make you an offer 
you can live with. Call Sol or Lorraine, 
Gallery Lauren, 83 Sokolov Street, Ramat 
Hasharon. Tel. (03)540-9481.
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Accommodation
Holiday Apts,  Ra’anana, Herzliya 
Pituach, Jerusalem and Netanya, web-
site www.rentisrael.com , info@rentis-
rael.com (050)711-7967 voip (416)630-
9639 skype caryfox1

Holiday Apartments - Ra’anana: mod-
ern, central, fully-furnished and equipped. 
Sleeps 6/8, 2 bathrooms, central air-
conditioning. Short-term rentals avail-
able. Contact Ralph: (054)429-1455/6, 
(09)749-3399, Not Shabbat.

B & B in Centre of  Ra’anana 
Double Room + own bathroom in 
lovely apartment. Tel: (077)210-3230, 
(052)676-5517. 

annhlevin@hotmail.com

Ra’anana: 2 roomed furnished apart-
ments, short and long term. Great lo-
cation. Also available either weekly 
or monthly: Daniel Hotel, Herzliya, 
Studio apartment with lovely sea view. 
Tel: (09) 774-2303, Fax (09) 771-7202. 
Not Shabbat.

Accommodation to let in Ra’anana: 
3-roomed holiday apartment, furnished, 
including use of  gym and pool, short or 
long term. (050)792-4473.

Ex-South African, specializing in holi-
day apartments throughout Israel - spe-
cial discount for South Africans - website 
www.holidayapartments.co.il - telephone 
(09)7727163 or (054)7844818

Classifieds

Antique Clock Repairs
A n t i q u e  C l o c k 
Repairs :  I repair 
and make new parts 
for your old or an-
tique clock. I am 
a specialist in this 
field! Countrywide 
Service. I also buy 
and sell classic and 
unique clocks. Susan (09)772-9222, 
(052)243-0040.

Catering
Fonda’s Catering - catering for all occa-
sions. Offering certified Kosher catering 
from Fonda’s at Meatland for all your 
catering needs from Britot to Weddings. 
For further information, contact Nicky 
052-8488678.

Computer
Israel’s PC doctor, complete PC, 
Network, & Internet Support – House 
calls day or night; Expertly solving 
all computer problems; repairs, sales, 
upgrades & instruction, Microsoft & 
CompTIA Certified; 21 years experience.  
Free consultations & advice.  Remote & 
Onsite Support. References available–see 
website. Contact Beau: (054)772-6239, 
beau1@techie.com; www.israelpcdoc-
tor.com 

car and house insurance

- English summary - 
medical and life insurance

POPE-GERI
INSURANCE

countrywide (09)862-4824

FOR 

EXCELLENCE



THE FUTURE
OF DRIVING
IS JUST AROUND
THE CORNER

Driver's license to test an electric car is requested.

Only 121,200 NIS.
Test drive it today 
at Better Place center
Pi-Glilot, Ramat-Hasharon 
israel.betterplace.com | *5755



International Auctioneers and Valuers - bonhams.com/southafricanart

Irma Stern (1894-1966)
Washerwomen
£200,000 - 300,000
(ILS 1,230,00 - 1,840,000)

Closing date for entries:
Friday 3 August

02 999 8337
sapictures@bonhams.com

Wednesday 17 October
New Bond Street, London
Entries now invited

The South African Sale



"Our program is unique in its merging 
of practical business skills with hands-
on creative thinking. Students will not 
only invent and prototype new digital 
products, they will also acquire the 
tools needed to scale their products to 
successful businesses."

Dr. Oren Zuckerman (PhD, MIT)

Sammy Ofer School of Communications
 Founder and Co-Director, Media Innovation Lab

CONTACT US

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS ����/��
BA  B������� A�������������
BA  C�������������
BA  G���������
BA  P���������

MBA  B������� A�������������
B������� L���������

  I��������� & E���������������
  S�������� M���������

MA  D�������� & C������� S������
MA  C������-T�������� 
      & H������� S������� S������
MA  O������������� B�������  & D����������  
  (OBD)

ISRAEL
Tel +972 9 960 2801 rris.registrar@idc.ac.il

NORTH AMERICA
Tel +1 866 999 RRIS    rris.us@idc.ac.il

www.rris.ac.il

STUDENTS BUILDING THE FUTURE

Danya Amoils,
Communications,
Johannesburg, South Africa
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