Jewish and Arab Youth in Verona

Riding Around the Kinneret

Protecting Eiial s Coral Reef
Righteous Gentile honoured
• Jews in District Six

INSIDE
Striking Oil
• Ambassadors for Israel
The New Anti-Semitism

Chen Trdl/cl, renowned I.A.T.A. licensed
travel agents of high repute constantly

strive to improve and maintain the high / gh
standard of our services.

We invite you to visit our website: www.jewishtour.com
to see how much we can offer.

Travelling abroad?our

Outgoing Department will assist
you in planning your overseas
trips, whether you fly, take a
cruise or a train or any other mode
of travel to any destination you
choose and handle all the relevant

formalities on your behalf.

In Israel we are recognized
for our traditional, different and

exciting programs for the Jewish
religious and secular communi
ties worldwide. Nothing phases
or challenges us - be it Glatt
Kosher meals; special Bar/
Batmitzvot; holidays that you can
share with your visiting families
from abroad in the north, south,

east and west of the country -ju.st
allow our dedicated staff to meet

your every expectation.

Our motto is: to|> quolity service, eveellenee and to ensure that you receive the best value for your money.
Just name it and we wil bend over backwards to obtain it for you and introduce you to all the different

faces of travel!!. Once you experience the Chen Travel touch, we knew that you wil return again and again
as so many of our clients have over the past 20 years.
62 Rabbi Akiva Street, Bnei Brak, tel.972-3-5790781, fax 972-3-5789959
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Cape Town International airport is the sprawling
shantytown on either side of the national hi-way.
Rows and rows of shacks, a collage of corrugated
iron, planks, cardboard and plastic pitifully held
together by little more than despair and hope.
Perched on its periphery, an incongruous sign
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reads "To the Casino."

"7b the Casino," is hardly the way!
Despite Israel's current woes, other residents of
South Africa's mother city have too sought a new

direction. The Rabbi of the Gardens Synagogue,
Simon Harris, has established a gorm planning
on settling in Modi'in, a project currently being
promoted by Telfed and the Israel Centre.
"Modi'in is middle Israel. It is in the centre of

the country, but more significantly than mere

geography, it is also central both politically and
religiously," said Rabbi Harris in a promotional
address to the Western Province Zionist Council.

PRODUCTION
EDITOR: David Kaplan
DESIGN AND LAYOUT: Becky Rowe
CORRESPONDENTS: David Kaplan, Fonda Dubb
(Eilat), Dr. Issy Bereiowitz (Jerusalem)
Jon Fedler (North), Naomi Heim (stafl)
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN:
David Bloom

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE: Sharon Bernstein.

Debbie Chitiz, Janinc Gelley, Hilary Kaplan,
Sidney Shapiro, Michelle Wolff
COVER: David Kaplan, Becky Rowe
ILLUSTRATIONS: David Kaplan,
ADVERTISING: Lena Nulman
PRODUCTION AND SCANNING: Sharon Bernstein

PROOFREADING: Sharon Bernstein, Marvyn
Hatchuel, Ralph Lanesman, Harriet Levin,
Leon Moss, Sidney Shapiro, Marcelle Weiss
Extra or back copies of Telfed Magazine are available

Seven Capetonian families and three singles
have signed on.

A resurgent Habonim, dormant in collective
aliyah for nearly a decade, have also established
a garin and were recently in Israel on a pilot tour
exploring career options. Re-designed Israel and
Hebrew-enrichment programmes at the Jewish Day
Schools, as well as many more students arriving on

programmes to Israel indicate a newfound vitality
in the community. Conceived by Telfed, the joint
Telfed-Jewish Agency Israel Centre has played a

significant role in this mini-renaissance.
Our New Arrivals page may be looking a
little thin these days, but who knows! Like stock
markets, trends are invariably cyclical.
Shana Tova,

David Kaplan, Editor
PLEASE NOTE: The date on the right comer of your
mailing label indicates the date of your last payment

for Telfed Magazine. If no date appears, we have not
yet received payment from you.
Views and comments expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the South African Zionist Federation (Israeli or

at NIS 15 per magazine. Contact Lena at (09)744-6110.

of the Editorial Board. SAZF (Israel) is not responsible for articles and advertisements which appear herein.
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justbeforePurimin 1935. Ihavea
photo of myself taken on deck with a life

buoy next to me displaying the name of the Italian
liner "Ginlio Cesare." I recall that my Mom and

I travelled to Palestine to visit my granny and two
aunties - my mother had not seen her family since
she left Lithuania in 1919 after which the family
immigrated to Palestine and settled in Tel Aviv.
Ruth Mink, Durban, South Africa
A C A P I TA L I S S U E

Ed Note. If you find yourself in Washington D. C.
you can catch up on the latest Telfed Magazine.
After a request from The Library of Congress,
Telfed Magazine is now available at this august
institution. THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, 101

Independence Avenue, SE, Washington, D. C
THE STORYOF A PHOTO

Dear Colleagues,

. It is my pleasure to acknowl-

Dear Editor

^^8^' with many thanks, receipt
of your Telfed Magazine. We

I refer to the May 2003 issue of the Telfed
Magazine and must tell you that I had goose

deeply appreciate your kindness
in sending this material to the

pimples when I read the article "The Story of a
Photo." The little girl in the photo is me. 1 was 3

Library of Congress.

years old at the time and my mother is the lovely

Gail Shirazi,

lady on the right with the bow on her blouse!

African-Asian Acquisition Specialist

We lived in Paarl and sailed from Cape Town

US Libraty of Congress

R U S S E L L ' S
Air-Conditioning
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CENTRAL and SPLIT air-conditioners

for your home and office.
18 Amal Street
Ra'anana Industrial Zone

Te l : 0 9 - 7 4 2 9 1 7 5 , 0 9 - 7 4 2 1 2 3 7 F a x 0 9 - 7 4 1 9 6 5 8
2

N

A L A R M O N T H E FA R M
Ed. The Northern Cape is famous for its wildftowers,

but these Jewi.di boys were not picking daisies!
Reading about Boykey Tobias in the May issue
of Telfed Magazine brought back memories of
an exciting chapter in our past when we pledged
ourselves in Israel's War of Liberation. I last saw

Boykey some years ago on a pilot tour from SA,
so 1 was happy to learn that he was now living
in Eilat.

I was at the Tobias fann in the Malmesbury

district, on that Saturday night in 1947 training
the boys, when the police arrived in full force. It
was 10 pm and pitch dark, when I spotted lights
coming towards us. 1 had a queasy feeling, which 1
imparted to my comrades in the farmhouse. They
were unconcerned, but by

THE

MAIL

free to go but not to leave Cape Town. A
member oftheCID told us that they
accepted we were not training to undermine

the SA government and that "we would very much
like to be rid of the British in South Africa as you
wanted to be free of them in Palestine." A few weeks
later all the arms taken from us were returned and
no charges were brought against us.
A short while later my late wife gave birth to

my first-bom son Shimon, whom I left at the age
of 14 days with his mother and came to fight in
Israel's War of Liberation. My brother Hymie took
over from me in training the recruits and together
with Boykey continued the good work.

Joe Teper, KfarAzar
SHEPDINO LIOHTTHEN AND NOW

the time 1 again stepped out

Dear Editor

onto the porch, it was too

With regard to two articles in the May

late. Dozens of policemen
jumped out of their vans
and surrounded us. With

issue of Telfed, 1 wish to correct a few facts.

The ''cover story" on page 18, should read
that the sefer torah was presented to Prof.

rifles aimed at us, one of
them bellowed, "Come out

Joachim Yosef by Rabbi Simon Dasberg

with your hands up or we

ously reported. Rabbi Dasberg also

will open fire.'''' We were all

prepared Joachim for his barmitsva
in Bergen Belsen.

assembled and searched. The police radioed
in for the Chief Sedition Ofhcer of the Union

and at midnight, in walked in Major Strydom
with the District Commandant of Paarl.

and not Samuel Dasberg as errone

In the article "Kadish for a
Sefer Torah" on page 22, it was

mentioned that Rabbi Dasberg

The first question put to us was, "Do you
belong to the IZL or the HaganaV No one
replied. We overheard the Major asking the

was "taken away" a few months

District Commandant of Paarl whether he

Dasberg perished on February the
24tii 1945 from hunger and illness.

had sufficient cells to lock us all up. "No,"

before British troops liberated the
camp. The true fact is that Rabbi

he replied, whereafter we were ordered not
to leave the farm until further orders.

Above, Joe Teper holds

On Sunday morning we were told we were

a pawpaw from his garden in
Kfar Azar, and below as a young

To advertise in Telfed Magazine,

soldier on leave in South Africa
from the Northern Fmnt.

phone Lena: (09)744-6110, x218.
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I know this as a fact because I, his son. was with
him all the time at Bergen Belsen.

Fortunately my two sisters and I are living in
Israel, fulfilling the Zionist ideals of our late father,
Rabbi Simon Dasberg.

He has left a living legacy of 10 grandchildren
and 42 great-grandchildren all living in Israel.

Ralph
Insurance
Services in All Branches
of Insurance
Te l . 0 5 3 - 4 0 8 4 3 4

Samuel Dasberg, Ashdod

F a x 0 3 - 6 9 111 7 9
gsirr*.

■
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It is perhaps fitting, that in her
"yahrzeit" month, her memory be
recalled for the sterling service she

performed both in South Afirica and

Dear Editor,

Israel. Since Telfed is however an Israeli

Solly Kaplan's recollections of the 1922
Rand Revolt in the May issue of Telfed, made
very interesting reading. May I add something of
a particular Jewish interest?
In June 1971, the following article appeared
in the "The Star", a tribute to Dr. Mary Gordon,

who had recently passed away.
'White the shooting was going on in Fords burg,
Dr. McKenzie made an impassioned appeal for vol

commencing with her appointment in November

1947 by the British Army as Chief Medical Officer
of the Jewish Wing of the British Military Hospital
in Nicosia, Cyprus, caring for some 5000 Jewish

refugee patients in the British internment camps.
Following their closure and the declaration of the
State of Israel, Mary was appointed a consultant

unteers to render medical aid to the wounded and

physician in the Israeli Army. Thereafter she
opened and headed a large clinic in the Maabarot

dying. The late Dr. Mary
Gordon immediately

immigrants. After that, she was put in charge of

stepped forward and
thereupon the late Dr.
Bensuzan exclaimed:

"If a woman can vol
unteer, so can I."

Barzilai with Dr.

Under cover of the
Red Cross they both

Mary Gordon at the

reached the miners'

opening ceremony of

lines safely and pro

Minister of Health

Ashkelon Hospital.

ceeded to work unremit-

tingly until the cease-fire was sounded. All honour
to the memory of these two brave doctors.""

4

publication, I will only touch on her service in Israel,

in Rosh Ha'ayin for the mass influx of Yemenite
the Mothercraft Training Centre(MTC), a South

African project in Tel Aviv, to care for premature
babies, as well as to train nurses.

Mary never married and worked until she passed
away at the age of 80, her last post being at Tara
Hospital in Johannesburg.
Gordon Mandelzweig, Rishon LeZion

A J E W E L O F AT I Y U L
Dear Editor,

The Telfed tiyul to Jerusalem was outstanding.

The places we stopped at were interesting and our

I N THE MAIL
tour guide, Yahaloma, was a real "diamond". Not

only did she broaden our knowledge on the history
and geography of Jerusalem, she was so caring,
entertaining and pleasant. Thank you also to Adele
and Martin for giving up their precious time to
see that the events of the day ran smoothly. Kol
Hakavod Telfed.Thank you again,
Phyllis Gork, Ra'anana
Dear Editor,

Thank you Telfed for a wonderful tiyul to
Jerusalem . It was absolutely fabulous.
Maurice & Joyce Tucker, Ra 'anana
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furniture
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NOT 50 EASY
Dear Editor,

A response to Stan Sagie's letter "Pragmatism
will save the State of IsraeF'
We all wish it were so easy! Erect a fence and

Jeremy Zetland
09.741.9958 • 053.495.678

that's the end of it! Unfortunately current realities
indicate that we are not dealing with a peace-loving
people in Judea and Samaria, who share in the desire

to live quietly alongside its neighbour. In the years
1993 - 2000, when there were hardly any Israeli
soldiers in Arab villages, the Palestinian authority
orchestrated a national effort to smuggle illegal

weapons into their villages and towns - by land,
air and by sea. The Israeli population has paid a
horrific price.
The writer advocates building fences and once

Don't let your roof catch you
off guard this winter!!
Services:

• Replacement of all types of tiles
• Waterproofing
• Insulation for heating

again allowing this scenario to continue. This time,
we will not only have missiles landing in Sderot,

• Replacement of gutters

but also in Raanana and we will have to obtain UN

• Restoration for wooden overhangs

permission to cross over the new border!

• Wooden Fencing and pergolas

The popular mantra, "Building fences makes
good neighbours", is all very well, if the neighbour

is honest and genuine in sharing the wish to live
at peace with its neighbour. Seemingly, we are not

close to that reality yet.
Antony (Yonatan) Kaplan, Ma 'aleh Adumim

We offer a free detailed survey,
Recommendations and quotation
on all residential roofs.

[Ed. The debate continues on the Telfed website
- www.telfed.org.il Enter and log onto Forum]

Simon 067-563166
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Liron Samuels (left), with the Israeli contingent in Italy.
David Kaplan reports

ACENTLEMANOF
VERONA

Despite the distressing spiral of violence over the
past two years and the receding level of positive

Johannesburg-bom Liron, ihc 17-

contact between Jews and Arabs, it was reassuring

year-old son of Warren and Jackie

to learn that efforts are still being made for young
students from both communities, to meet and learn

Samuels of Ra'anana, was recently

part of a group of 25 pupils from Aviv more about each other in tailor-made programmes.
School in Ra'anana, who teamed up
with 25 Arab students from the Bethlehem

area, and travelled to the picturesque Italian city
of Verona. There, they attended a local school
and were hosted by the families of students at
that school. They met their Arab counterparts for
the first time on the bus from the airport in Italy.
"Five minutes after we got on the bus, we were

playing cards with them. They taught us a game,
and I taught them. The atmosphere was great."
Israeli parents can take some small comfort in
Liron's assessment of the Italian school system.

"It is very different to Israel. I couldn't believe
it. The teachers are far less strict and the kids

basically do what they want."
One positive spin-off from the obvious lan
guage handicap - the Italians knew hardly any
English and the Israelis and Palestinians spoke no
6

Italian - was that "we spent far more time com

municating with our new Arab friends." While
there was very little discussion on politics, "it
was clear in general discussion that we held dif
ferent views on the war in Iraq. While we were

basically supportive of the war, the Arabs were
dead against it. On the last day, the Palestinians
from Bethlehem said it was great being out of
their town. They felt that they had been released
out of a cage. We, on the other hand felt that
it was a new experience for us to walk around a
town, catch a bus and go to a mall without fearing
a suicide bomber."

Liron keeps in contact with some of his new
Arab friends by way of the Internet. "We have
exchanged photos of the trip. I believe that what

PEOPLE
we have all learnt from the experience is that

what has become a highly valued adjunct of the

we can get along together. There was extensive

Department, 'Coral Rehabilitation'.

coverage in the local Italian media of our visit.

One local paper had as its headline, "A Small
Step for Peace in the Middle East."

Being a young Israeli in an Italian town, the
writer could not resist the question, "What were

the Italian girls like? "They wete nice and friendly,
but Israeli girls are prettier." •

KEEP OUR
BEACHES

CLEAN ^
Reports Telfed's Eilat
Correspondent, Fonda Dubb

The Red Sea is world-remnmed for
''s coral and tropical marine life. In
less turbulent times tourists stream in

from all corners of the world, fascinated by the

One of their current projects, not only helps to
protect but also to restore coral, while at the same

time educating children at a young age to respect
the natural environment Explains Michelle, "Divers
frequently bring in dislodged coral found on the sea
bed. These are then each given to children from local
schools who visit the observatory every two weeks.
The children, mostly between the ages 6-12, watch

11^ ^ their coral grow in a protected environment and
then, after a year they are transplanted back into

^ ^ the sea. Using environmentally friendly glue, the

children affix their grown pieces of coral onto
the rocks below the surface of the seawater and

each is numbered so as to monitor future growth.
Coral grows between 2-5 cm. per year."
By educating the children, "we arc preparing
future generations to assume responsibility for their
environment. Seventy percent of Eilat's coral is
under threat. People are unaware that litter, par

ticular plastic packets and bottles causes irrepa

region's unique underwater ecosystem. Perched

rable harm to coral

in the crest of the Red Sea. Eilat's short coastline
shares in this spectacular underwater treasure

and marine life. We

cannot rely on the

trove. The messagefwm local resident and former
South African. Michelle Kibel is clear —Eilat's

future to look after
the future- we have

u n d e r w a te r w o r l d n e e d s to b e w e l l u n d e rsto o d

t o a c t n o w. I n t e r e s t

and continually protected.

in our programmes,

In Israel since 1971 and a founding member

which are all staffed

by volunteers pas

of Moshav Sde Nitzan, Michelle and her husband

Ru.ssell have been living in Eilat for the past 10
years. Always having been fascinated by the sea,
she began working as a volunteer at the Underwater

Observatory some 5 years ago. Her interest deep

Michelle Kibel and Sara

Miroz of the Education
Department of the
Underwater Observatory

sionate about our

environment, is
gaining momentum.
This year we will be

ened and she went on to study Marine Biology and
was soon snapped up as a tour guide. Dismayed at

educating students at schools outside of Eilat."

how both tourists and locals knew so little about
Eilat's coral and the need to protect it, Michelle

Russell, who hails originally from Sabie Sabie in

together with Sara Miroz of the Education Depart

and finds fish boring. No doubt, they share other

ment of the Underwater Observatory, introduced

interests! •

It is somewhat ironic, but Michelle's husband
the Eastern Transvaal, detests the feel of seawater
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itz writes from Jerusalem.

EOUSAMONCi
t

world stem idi

as the Holoca,

Jewry, tmre wer

'.evert,

;t consiiifl^ European
^stojfthis Coti-

^ath, be&ons of light. Out of step
with mainstream Eurofh^n bmavior, some individual

in Poland, by falsifying and
creating documents which could prove
their eligibility for an extension.
With an engaging personality and

tinent

Christians risked their liS^ fnd those of their families

to save Jews. In most cases, the saved were complete

strangers to them. These are "The Righteous A mong the

of Dutch Jews to concentra

tion and extermination camps

N AT I O N S "
While

prevent or delay the transport

winning smile, he was so trusted by his
Nazi clients with his professionalism,
that he received special ID papers, which
were renewed each month, entitling him

Nations", andsince 1953, they have been honoured at Yad to travel freely throughout Nazi occupied
Vashem with trees planted in their names, as living testi- Europe, including entry into camps.
mony to their heroism. There are few people today, who
Jaap van Proosdij mastered the sig
have not heard of Oscar Schindler and Raul Wallenburg,
whose courageous exploits have been well-publicized in
books, movies and the media. But there were others. One

such person was a participant in a recent solidarity mis
sion to Israel from South Africa.

nature of his boss, a high-ranking officer
in the Nazi hierarchy, called Kallmeyer.
His name carried immense weight, and
in this way, many lives were saved. Van
Proosdij's elaborate operation was work

His name - Jaap van Proosdij.
Although the honour had previously been offi
cially bestowed in South Africa some years ago by
the then Israeli Ambassador, the oppurtunity of the

presence in Jerusalem of this 82-year-old resident
of Pretoria, was used to again show recognition
- this time at Yad Vashem. Van Proosdij spoke at

the ceremony recounting the chapter of his life,
when as a young lawyer in occupied Holland, he

ing well, until it nearly collapsed like
a pack of cards, with a case of a young
Jewish woman, a final year medical student, whom
van Proosdij waS'determined to save. He created
documents confirming that her lineage was of
Aryan stock and sent them to the appropriate Nazi
department. In the covering letter, he forged the
signature - 'Kallmeyer'. He had been through this
many times before.

saved the lives of more

A week or two later

than 200 Jews by forging

whilst at a meeting with

signatures and falsifying

Kallmeyer in his office
in Berlin, the telephone

certificates. His Law firm

had been appointed by the
Nazi department dealing
w i t h r a c e c l a s s i fi c a t i o n

and it was this young
attorney's brief to inves-

rang and was answered
t-r: Itz Kalmanovitz. Jaap van Proosdij
and wife. Solly Kaplinsky.

tigate cases and make a determination as to the
percentage of Aryan blood, if any, there existed
in each case. An extraordinary man blessed with

courage and conscience, van Proosdij would try to
8

by Kallmeyer. Then
the second phone on
the desk rang and
van Proosdij dutifully

answered it. Imagine his horror when the caller
stated that he was phoning to confirm the false
letter that van Proosdij had written and signed. It

was only a miracle that had created the unique set
of circumstances that enabled the false document

to be ratified, van Proosdij's entire operation to
be saved, as well as his life and that of the young
medical student.

Nothing could have been more satisfying for
van Proosdij than 20 years later, meeting the young
woman for the first time, now a qualified doctor,
on a visit to South Africa. She related how her
transport had been delayed and then cancelled.

pride that there could be such acts of decency,
bravery and honour amongst people, when all
around them was hatred, fear and death. The list

of over 200 names in his own handwriting, that
van Proosdij presented to Yad Vashem, seemed to
shine with holiness. This list, which would have
led to his own destruction had it been discovered,
lives today as a monument to his spiritual and
physical achievement.
The title "Righteous Among the Nations" is a

He described his side of the story and how close

title derived from the Talmud to describe those

they had both been to certain death.

who risk their lives for others. May the tree in van

1 was privileged to be present at Yad Vashem

when Jaap van Proosdij, in a modest and simple
way, told his story. It has left me with a sense of

Proosdij's name at Yad Vashem flourish as a living

testimony to his courage and compassion. •

hz Kalmanowitz is a former Chairman of the SAZF
(SA) and is currently honorar}' treasurer of SAZF
(Isr) and a member of its executive.

Researchers at the University of Durban-Wcstvillc are asking the Jewish community to help them

search for South African Jews who travelled to Spain to support the Republican government during the
Civil War (1936-39).

Almost no records exist of these young SEARCHING FOR SOUTH AFRICAN

men and women, most of whom joined the JEWS WHO FOUGHTTHE FASCISTS IN
International Bngade as soldiers and mcdi- t

cal personnel. At least two died in battle THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR (1936"1939)
in Spain.
Researchers Prof. Jean-Philippe Wade and Erica O'Riordan have discovered the names of South Afncan
volunteers in archives in London and New York, and now wish to leara more so that their contribution

to the struggle against fascism can be properly remembered.
The volunteers who are assumed to come from Johannesburg
include Samuel Epstein (141 Main Street), Leon Bayarski (Boyarski?),
Jason (Pat) Gumey, Mendel (Jacob) Nuss, Jack Flior, George Edward
Foreman, E.J. Burford, and Ada Hodson. Those from Cape Town arc
David Ziegler (a journalist) and Dr. Reginald Saxton. Others include

film-maker Vera Kaplan, Willy Heriberg, Moses (Maurice) Goldberg
(with a Southern Rhodesia connection). Dr. Betsey Godfrey, Paul
Schuster, Thomas (Buck) Parker and Mr. R. Mulcahy. Many were
connected to the Jewish Workers' Club, the Communist Party, and
the Friends of the Spanish Republic (South Africa).
The researchers are hoping that family or friends can come forwanJ
with more information on the lives of these Volunteers or others.
Prof, Wade and Mrs. O'Riordan (nee Duzzy) can be contacted at

031-204-4038, or031-209-102. Their email addresses arc:pwade^t)pixi
c.udw.ac.za" pwade@pixie.udw.ac.za and ericaor(a)webmail.co.za.
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WITS ABOUT THEM
Reports convener Sinai Romi
from Jerusaien

from Johannesburg too-veteran Rosh Yeshiva of
40 years. Rabbi Avraham Tanzer, Mrs. Tanzer,
dean of the girls' school and their family, as well
as long-serving chairman, Gerald Leissner.

"The latest semi-annual meeting of the Jerusalem
South African Alumni Association (including Wits

alumni) was held on June 2nd, 2003 at the home
o f To n i e M o v s h o w l t z .

The guest speaker Prof. Hymie Pogrund
(M.B., B.Ch. UCT 1956), spoke on "Genealogy
and the Lithuanian Connection" tracing the his

tory of Lithuanian Jewry from medieval times,
enumerating the various sources of genealogi
cal information available from government and
Jewish community archives as well as detailing

Members of the Class of 1972 at the 50lh
Anniversar}' Picnic

the results of his research into his own family

(l-r) standing: Phillip Gryngaus. Avi Sulski. Rabbi

history. He described how Lithuanian Jews came

Avraham Tanzer. Rtissel Rosen, Jacki Giassman:

sitting: Ivan Rcndel. Michael Galzer, Richard
Shavei-Tzion. Maish Lapidus

to settle in South Africa from the end of the 19th

century, creating a largely homogeneous Jewish

All in all, 400 people gathered to celebrate

community there. •

the Jubilee of Johannesburg's Yeshiva College

TESHIVA YEARS"
Celebrating the Jubilee of Johannesburg's Yeshiva
College School in Israel, they came from all around
the country from the Galil to the South, adults

School in Israel. [See full report on Telfed's website,
www.telfed.org.il/yeshiva_rcunion.litml] •

'^Jclfccls

(

Jtaff

and kids, from octogenarian Sol Liebgott, one

M'i.s'/i (J'fi'n to ihe^/oidlivni

of the founding fathers, to Rachel Urison a fiveyear-old kindergarten graduate. And they came

^/Ifricdii (^ouuiiiuiti/.
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PHONE DAY OR NIGHT FOR EFFICIENT SERVICE

JOHANNESBURG:
-

^'.^^DIESENHAUSI

-

$795
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Before you phone the airlines, phone IAN!
JOIN ONE OF OUR GROUPS NOW!!
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Big discounts on SAA internal flights, hotels & car hire,
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• CHARTERS TO LONDON & EUROPE FROM $369
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* AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND FROM
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* 3, 4 OR 7-DAY PACKAGES TO GREEK ISLANDS, CYPRUS,

PRAGUE & TURKEY FROM, $249

* DISCOUNTS ON HOTELS AND CAR HIRE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
* SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT FARES TO MOST PLACES

HOLIDAY PACKAGES - for couples or families on "All

inclusive basis" at Magic Life Clubs. A holiday you won't forget!
FOR THE BEST SERVICE CONTACT ... IAN

TEL: 09-7744235
WHETHER BUSINESS, PLEASURE OR EMERGENCY, PHONE US NOW
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^OVER STORY.

David Kaplan reports

Rabbi Michael Melchior's
address to the Southern African Community at
Telfed's Raanaaa AGM

WHO EXACTLY IS THE PATIENT?
THE NEW ANTI-SEMITISM
During the turbulent I930's, a Danish woman lamented
"it's difficult dealing with anti-Semitism, because it is
a sickness which non-Jews have, but Jews die from. "
"So who goes to the doctor, the person inflicted with the

m

illness, or the one who may die from it. "

FROM THE STATE OF THE
J EWS TO THE STATE FOR TH E JEWS
So what is the new anti-Semilism'l Melchior

leam in the story ofPurim the role of

resists this narrow popular categorization and

Haman, who established for all time the

refers to it as the old-new anti-Semitism. "While

classic anti-Semitic tactic. He advises the King that

historically it was the Jew that was dehumanized,
today it is the Jewish national character, which

4 4

there are a People spread throughout his domain
who live by their own set of rules. This is true.
But the unscrupulous advisor then adds the
lie - that these subjects consequently do not
abide by the laws of the Kingdom. This false

is dehumanised, delegitimised and demonised.
Whereas the Old World sought a world
that was Judenrein, free of Jews, the
new anti-Semitism articulates a world

hood emboldened Haman to demand of his

that would be Judenstadrein, clean of a

sovereign the authority to execute the Jews An illustration Jewish state.

throughout the realm." instructing
viewers to
Throughout the ages, this strategy of throw Zionism

ostracising the Jewish People as a separate in the garbage
and distinct entity became legion, albeit with
innovative variations. Confounding analysis,

there are always inexplicable variables - "In
Japan, which has no tradition ofanti-Semitism
and where there has never been more than a

depictions
found on one

religious anti-Semitism, we need look
no further than the controversy over the

upcoming Mel Gibson Hollywood movie

anti-semitic

on the life of Jesus Christ. Gibson's father

that Jean Paul Sartre argued, that "there is some

thing metaphysical about anti-Semitism that defies
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The traditional trends of anti-Semitism
remain all too evident. "If one looks at

of the many

sprinkling of Jews, there was an anti-Semitic
publication that sold 8 million copies. How
do you explain it?" Melchior asserts that at some
stage, you exhaustedly arrive at the conclusion

rational explanation."

WHERE OLD MEETS THE NEW

websites.

belongs to an anti-Semitic religious sect,
which aims to reverse the Pope's edict
absolving the Jews for the crucifixion of Christ.
Apparently this high-budget film, where the dia
logue is entirely in Aramaic to capture the authen
ticity of the period, will promote this notion." The
accusation against the Jew for the death of Jesus

^OVER STORY
re-appears again and again unabated.

"Such anti-Semitism would be excluded from

Melchior laments that "despite all efforts at
reconciliation and interfaith understanding, we
received numerous reports after Easter Sunday of

these studies. The other failing is that an attack on a

strong anti-Semitic sennons delivered at churches

weighting is not exercised. We need to be far

all over the world."

In Europe today, particularly in intellectual

circles, "the motif is increasingly projected of
the "assassination of the Palestinian' as the con

tinuation of the "assassination of JesusIt is aid
anti-Semitism using new methods.

graffiti - each listed as one incident. Proportional
more sophisticated in our analysis, distinguish
ing between different forms of anti-Semitism and

determining the dangerous and threatening varieties.
In this way, we would be better infonned in order
to respond appropriately."
ISLAM AND ANTI-SEMITISM TODAY
The driving force behind the new anti-Semitism,

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
"Our problem today," explains Melchior, "is

that we have not found ways to measure and weigh
the new anti-Semitism. With old anti-Semitism it

was relatively easy. One could see clearly if Jews
enjoyed civil rights as equal citizens: Could they
hold positions in the civil seiwice and the profes
sions? Were they able to enrol at universities?

These are concrete examples that one can chart
up or down. Today that kind of anti-Semitism has
practically disappeared. This is because most Jews
today live in liberal democratic societies and there
fore anti-Semitism associated with civil liberties

is clearly absent.

synagogue will be listed in the same way as Nazi

asserts Melchior, "emanates from the totalitarian

Moslem countries, more particularly the Islamic
and Arab Nationalist movements, which have on

their agenda, the destruction of the State of Israel.
This is a relatively new development. Historically,
there had been much less anti-Semitism in Arab

countries than in Europe. True, Jews did not enjoy
the same rights as Moslems in Arab countries and
although there had been attacks and pogroms, in
general, Anti-Semitism was not imbedded in Arab
culture as it was in European. This situation has
changed dramatically."
Melchior stresses that the Arab-Moslem totalitar-

continued on next page
"We are mistaken if we believe that

we are on top of the situation by merely
counting the annual number of reported
anti-Semitic incidents. Universities,

institutes and organizations document

each year the number of incidents and
the percentage such incidents have
increased or decreased." This methodol

ogy, maintains Melchior, is flawed. "It is
insufficient to measure only the symptoms
of the sickness. There are cultures today

stop;; stop;; stop.'!

m HOLOCAUST
S'®™* OCCHP/H)

where anti-Semitism is seething below the
surface but as yet not found expression in
physical acts like torching synagogues or
desecrating graves.

Stirring up hatred: Imams leading a march through the
streets of Cape Town, 2002.
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ian strain of anti-Semitism today, is by far "the most
dangerous and virulent, using all the old motifs of
the malady, but twisting them to fit today's agenda.
"Instead of making Matzoth with Christian blood,

Websites and planting a bomb, is not so great."
U N H O LY T R I A N C L E

of accusing Jews of poisoning Palestinian wells,
they now spread AIDS among Arabs. I know of 56

The anti-Semitism emanating out of the Middle
East has powerful allies in the new alliance. "For
the Far Right in Europe, although focussing their
venom against foreign workers, it remains the

Arab translations of ' The Protocols of the Elders

Jew who is hated the most," asserts Melchior.

ofZionthe document created by the Czar's secret

Today they have joined forces with their natural
ideological foe, the Far Left, "who have become

Jews now use Palestinian children's blood. Instead

police to take the heat off the crumbling regime.

the most outspoken in

This classic accu
sation of a Jewish

conspiracy to take
over the world, has

been made into film,
dramatized many

The distance today," warns Melchior, '^between striving to de-legitimize
sitting in front of the TV or visiting any one
of the over 4000 anti-Semitic Websites and

planting a bomb, is not so great."

the national aspirations of
the Jewish People. There
fore when you have such
a triangle, and politicians

times on Arab TV

who choose not to take action because they fear to

networks and there have been many programmes
on Al'Jazeera endeavouring to prove the veracity

displease their constituents, - there are between 5-7

of the Protocols."

ground is fertile for physical attacks on Jews."

million Muslims in France today alone - then the

This is not a development to be treated lightly,

BATTLE PLAN

s t r e s s e s M e l c h i o r. " W h e n I t u r n o n t h e T V i n

Geneva, the power of the media is all too evident.
There are two channels each in English, French
and German and a staggering twelve in Arabic. The

message is out there and people are watching this
recurring perverted imagery of the Jew, whether

Melchior has great reservations about the way the

response to anti-Semitism is being managed today.
"I revert back to the question, who is thepatientl

The problem is that it is always the Jewish institu

Melchior, "between sitting in front of the TV or

tions, like the ADL [Anti-Defamation League], the
World Jewish Congress or the Wiesenthal Center
who are spearheading the reactions to outbreaks

visiting any one of the over 4000 anti-Semitic

of anti-Semitism. When the statement was made

on TV or the Internet. The distance today," warns

WHO WILL

r Guard fpe "home ii^ from home"?.
Maximize the return on ;^cmr investment?
Provide the most comprehensive property management?

CREATIVE ESTATES!
A specialized property management firm, can relieve you of the work and worry of
managing your Israeli property. Among the services offered by CREATIVE ESTATES:
■ Rental arrangements "Rent collection ■Account management "Maintenance
Sam Turecki; tel.|09j771-2006, fax(09|771-I942, tureckt@netvision.net.ll, vvww.creativemanagement.co.il
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Now that your Blocked Rands are Un-Blocked

turn them into the Building Blocks
for your financial future.

Contact Philip Braude at;

Anglo Capital Limited
Independent Financial Advisors

JLicensed by the Israel Securities Authority

tfi-rl

Telephone: +972-2-992 1519 www.anglocapital.com
that President Bush was going to war against Iraq
because of the influence of Jews in positions of
power, there was an enormous uproar. But who
were the protestors? ONLY JEWS.

"To accept anti-Semitism, is to accept a society
lacking in decency, human dignity and democracy.
If there are people or organisations, who care about
these issues, they should be out in the forefront
confronting the scourge of anti-Semitism. History
has shown it may start against the Jews hut it never
ends with the Jews. Invariably they get around to
the Blacks, homosexuals and other groups, "vv/70
haveno right tolive". Ifsuch prejudice is tolerated

as part of one's culture, then it is not only the Jews
who are vulnerable, but the very fabric of their
democracy is at risk."
Melchior argues that in the battle against antiSemitism, "we need to hamess all the good forces
in the world to spearhead the campaign.

T H E L A N G U A G E O F H AT E

Melchior stresses the importance of what
constitutes anti-Semitism and when and where

the red line is crossed. "The statement that there

was a human catastrophe in Jenin may be true or
false. It can be debated, but it is not anti-Semitic.

If the statement on the other hand compares Jenin
to Auschwitz then this is a clear example of naked
anti-Semitism. Auschwitz has no comparison. Not
only docs it demean the Jewish people, but it also
neutralizes the moral message of Auschwitz. If
Jenin is Auschwitz, then there was no Auschwitz.

There is a clear red line. Auschwitz did not begin at
Auschwitz. There transpired over hundreds of years
a language of hate that culminated in Auschwitz.
"We cannot tolerate any level of anti-Semitism

knowing where the consequences can lead to."*
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^PORT SHOTS

David Kaplan reportrl

Approximately 100 Israeli
cyclists joined a 25-slrong
contingent from England
to find out, and in so
doing, raised over
NIS 200.000for the
Israel Centre for
the Treatment of
Psychotrauma,
where victims of

How waay

provide for those who have

times can you

o
o

ride around

"We have climbed

Kilimanjaro, crossed
the deserts in Namibia

X

government assistance."
Over 2000 families have
to date been assisted in

the Kinneret
in 24 hours?

terror are counselled.

fallen through the net of

Israel, South Africa
and the Former Soviet

Union. Participants pay
a registration fee and
raise sponsorships for "a
challenging trek ". the money

going directly to the people or

and Israel, scaled a vol
cano in Morocco, followed
the Inca trail in Peru and in two months time,

we're off to Iceland," beams former Capelonian
David Altschuler. at the starting line of the '24h o u r K i n n e r e t B i k e R i d e ' a t K i b b u t z E i n G e v.

By setting challenges in exotic locations. David,
together with fellow Londoner Rita Eker MBE,

came up some 10 years ago, with a novel and
exciting way to fund-raise for worthy causes.
^One-To-One', their UK based charity, "helps

POPE-GERr
I N S U R A N C E

David Altschuler from London and
Candy Cohen from Ra'anana.

organisations requiring assistance. Continues Rita,
"We take our adventurers to exciting locations,

literally expanding their horizons and while at
the same time, opening their eyes to the needs of
children wherever we go."
CAR AND HOUSE INSURANCE

Among the Israeli participants, were many

- ENGLISH SUMMARY -

former Southern African pedal pushers. From

MEDICAL AND LIFE INSURANCE

Ra'anana, former Durbanite, John (Candy) Cohen
of the off-road cycle club' Cyclenix', whose mem-

countrywide (09)862-4824
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PORT SHOTS.

w
bership has swelled in

Kinneret." Their

recent years to over

courage and

300, "loved every

determination was

minute of it. The

an inspiration to us

spirit of camaraderie
was inspiring. I man

all," commented
Steve Shulman,

aged to go around
twice, and if I hadn't
overslept, 1 would
have accomplished a
third." No problem

another former

with the alarm clocks
of the seasoned 'AK

Capetonian,
today a longtime
resident of Ramat

Former South Africans after a long day on the saddle (1-r):
Ronni Finebeig, Steve Shulman, Stan Freedman. Adrian
IVolff. Dave Kaplan. Martin Wolff.

Te a m ' , S t a n F r e e d m a n .

Martin Wolff and the writer, a name coined by

Hasharon.

All

expressed the
hope that the 24hour Kinneret will

can never do anything on weekends. After early
morning rides, they're worthless u7-C£-fo."The>l/f's

become a permanent fixture on Israel's cycling
calendar. Danny Brom, Director of the Israel
Center for the Treatment of Psychotrauma said
that "thanks to the money raised, we can begin

managed two and a half times around the lake.

to address the tremendous need to build a com

The half-round was a night ride, from Ein Gev to

prehensive children's trauma-counselling service

Tiberias, "where we all boarded a boat with our

across Israel."

thek supportive wives, who forever lament. "We

bikes for a night trip across the silhouetted water
back to the Kibbutz," relates Adrian Wolff from

Ramat Hasharon, the local coordinator of the event.

Halfway across, all cyclists were called by London
Rabbi, Barry Marcus, formerly of the Waverley
siml in Johannesburg to daven mincha.

Hugging the coastline of the Kinncret was sheer

joy. For the Israelis, it was not only a case of appre
ciating breathtaking views, but of breathing sighs
of relief marvelling at the high level of the water.
Where before, the perimeter was a wide expanse

of parched, cracked sea-bed, now from the saddle,
we feasted our eyes on sparkling blue nearly all

With their first' Tour de Kinneret 'as one rider

dubbed it, One-to-One may have planned a route to
go aivundin circles, but with the causes they select
and the moneys they raise, the UK-based organisa
tion know exactly where they are going.*
Any interested and learning more about One-to-One
may visit their \vebsite;www.one-to-one.org

Largest Selection of English-language
Books in Israel

Buying & Selling
QUALITY USED BOOKS

the way to the road at some places. Tops of trees
were peeking above the water's surface hopefully

portending a new age for other breakthroughs on
our national agenda.
Those other issues were all too evident by the

inspiring participation of four young adults, victims

of terror, who completed a half circumference of the

87 Allenby St., Tel Aviv
Tel/Fax 03-6299710, halpbook@netvision.net.il
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USINESS BRIEFS.
David Kaplan reports

(

TASTE TH E
DIFFERENCE

Mosthobbies,
kd
ishavlike
eco
nvcno
ticolna
stamp

After 20 years in the hi-tech industry,
Ya'acov Yaniv, of Kfar Azar, switched
direction. Armed with a highly sophisticated
technical background and a passion
nurtured since childhood, Ya 'acov one

year ago, 'struck oil'- olive oil!

lecting or building model planes.
Not Ya'acov. From an early age, he
immersed himself in the study of the olive and
Its denvative, olive oil. Finally I transformed

a lifetime fascination into a business," explains
Ya'acov, who together with his wife Chavazelet
(nee Teper), established 'SHEMEN HAKFAR'

on their charming moshav stand in the quaint
rustic neighbourhood of Kfar Azar in the center
of Israel.

ALL UNDER CONTROL
Employed for two decades in the research,

design and production of night optic sights for
a company supplying both the local and interna
tional arms industry, Ya'acov introduced into his

new business, a philosophy that can only auger
well for its future. "Quality control
is an absolute," explains Ya'acov,
who wrote the software programmes
for the computers controlling his
processing plant. "I invested a great
deal of time researching the market,
searching for the ideal olive oil press. I

TOIL FOR OIL

Ya'acov painstakingly persisted in his
quest for the "ultimate" olive oil until he
was satisfied at capturing the precise blend that he
felt would satisfy the most discriminating Israeli
palette. Explains Chavazelet, "we blend the three
varieties of Syrian, Barnea and Manzinilo. Our
flavour is tasty but not strong. Certainly not bitter

and can be used liberally on salads." The Yanivs
recommend starting the day with a dessert spoon

of pure olive oil. "It lines and protects the stom
ach as well as good for a healthy heart," asserts
Chavazelet.

Ya'acov, who recently completed a degree in
Business Administration,
presented for his final year
project, his own olive oil
processing plant. "For me,
the real litmus test was not

the analysis of SHEMEN
H A K FA R a s a b u s i n e s s

model, but the presenta
tion to my fellow students,

finally opted for an Italian model, even
though it would prove more demanding
on human resources. While that may
well translate into higher overheads,
I was not prepared to compromise on
quality. We take enormous pride in our products,"
beams Ya'acov, offering the Telfed delegation tea
spoons of olive oil to taste.
We sampled the oil and helped ourselves to
an array of different types of olives, their other
main-line product. There was a selection of Salty,
Honey and Syrian Crushed.
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samples of our olive oil for
tasting. Most Israelis think
they are experts on local
cuisine so it was gratify
ing when they all gave our olive oil a resounding
thumbs up." The Yanivs takes pride that all their
products are 100% pure, using no preservatives.
"This distinguishes our olive oil from the typical
brands you find in the supermarkets," explains
Ya ' a c o v.
SEE AD ON PACE 46

^USINESS BRIEFl
SAVING FACE

the company's product range by adding the
Swartz natural cosmetics line. "It complements

gift baskets made up of olives, picked
from our own groves in the central area of Israel,
as well as our olive oil, natural jams, honey, halva
and wine. IVe look forward to seeing many more
South Africans as our customers.''''

our merchandise, as their shampoos, conditioners

Chavazelet has such a broad South African

and skin creams are made with 25% olive oil. The
oil component is excellent for the skin and offers

accent, that the writer was surprised to learn,
that she has never even visited the country. "My

greater protection against the severe and harmful

Dad never took me." she bellows, as if that is

rays of the Israeli sun. I use it all the time. You

something still to be corrected. On the same large
tract of land that her father, former Capetonian Joe

Chavazelet, who is the business and marketing
manager of SHEMEN HAKFAR, has increased

wake up in the morning with your face feeling
soft like a baby's skin."
FESTIVE SEASON

With Israel's calendar "blissfully peppered with
so many cliagim (festivities)," continues Chavaze

let, "we are geared for the holiday market offering

Teper, acquired over fifty years ago, Chavazelet
and Ya'acov have established a business using the
finest in modem technology, while rooted in a fhiit
embedded in the ancient history of this land. •
To order. Shemen Hakfar@Kfar Azar
Te l : 0 5 5 - 3 2 7 4 4 4 0 3 - 5 3 4 7 0 3 1

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES IN TURBULENT TIMES
Reports Philip Braude

We are living in turbulent times. The share market meltdown after the bursting
of the high-tech bubble, 9/11, the cataclysmic financial crash in Argentina, dramatic
currency erosions in South Africa and Zimbabwe, successive wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq and closer to home - Palestinian terrorism. The list goes on and on.

Investors today face tough choices. International interest rates are at all time lows,
and the equity markets are hardly for the faint-hearted Where then can the prudent
investor turn for security and expect reasonable income or growth ?
As a financial advisor, the first rule 1 advise any clients, is that an investment portfolio needs to
be properly diversified. Vis-a-vis the current global market, this diversity there should be prudently
proportioned in a range of financial instruments such as shares, bonds, property, cash deposits and
currencies. This will afford the necessary protection that if any particular component in the portfolio
drops in value, it will have a reduced negative impact on the overall portfolio. To illustrate this, those

Enron employees, whose future pensions were invested in Enron equity would have lost their pensions,
whereas an investor who was holding Enron shares to the value of 1% of his overall portfolio, would
have been minimally effected by the company's bankruptcy.

One particular investment that 1 strongly advocate including in a portfolio, is United Kingdom com
mercial property. Despite turbulence elsewhere in the markets, this sector has consistently perfonned

well, Here one needs to differentiate commercial property from the residential sector, which some say
is over-valued. The nature of the commercial property market is such that where these properties are
well managed and long-term lease agreements are secured, reasonable returns have generally materialcontimied on ne.vt page
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INVESTMENT STRATEGIES, continuedfrom page 19

By Telfed's Northern
correspondent

ized. They are currently running at over 8% per

J o n F e d l e r.

annum, and in some cases even higher.

An important element of any investment is
liquidity. Are one's funds readily accessible should

COPINC WITH

the need arise? Normally in property-based invest
ments this is presumed to present a problem - it is
not always possible to quickly realize a property or

to exit partially from such an investment.

PROSTATE CANCER
When 63 year-old Lenny Hirsch of Moshav

The solution is to hold property in the form of

property mutual funds. These can be sold, and
the funds quickly accessible. In addition, one is
able to ascertain the value of ones investment at

Ben Ami was diagnosed as having prostate
cancer in 1997, he had no idea what the

consequences were going to be for himself
and his family, but also for helping others

any time, by reference to the trading price of the

suffering from the disease.

mutual fund units.

In conclusion, commeivialpmperty mutualfunds
are a strategic part of a well-balanced investment

portfolio, and should be considered as an investment
option even in today's turbulent times.
Philip Braude. an ex-South African is a Certified

Chartered Accountant in the United Kingdom, and

Like many related illnesses, says Hirsch,

prostate cancer can manifest itself unexpectedly,
disrupting the lives of the patients and their closest
ones, economically, physically and emotionally.
As if that weren't enough, a chain of traumatic
choices and experiences awaits a patient who is

unprepared and in Israel, says Hirsch, that means

a licensed investment advisor in Lsraei He is the CEO

of Anglo Capital £;>w//et/www.anglocapital.com or
Tel: +972-2-992 1519), who are Independent Financial

Advisors licensed with the Israel Securities Authority.

most of the men affected:

•The watchful waiting period: months or years

of tests, and uncertainty, until the absence/presence
of the disease is confirmed;

l)How long did the Hundred Year's War last?

PL-——————y-——* 2) Which country
L

\

Jr^

makes

Panama

hats?

' 3) From which animal do we get catgut?

4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October
Revolution?

5) What is a camel's hair brush made of?

6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after
what animal?

7) What was King George Vl's first name?
8) What color is a purple finch?
9) Where arc Chinese gooseberries from?
All done?

l O

•Selecting the right treatment from the

plethora of alternatives; knowing their

^ pros and cons;
•Locating the best expert available
to perform it;
•Coping with the offen humiliating
and debilitating after-effects,
•Spreading information about the
many ways of alleviating them, e.g.
adopting of alternative lifestyles.
Hirsch travelled this tortuous

route afler being diagnosed in 1997
as having prostate cancer. "I've
experienced what it's like to be suf-

E 44! fering from anxiety and not

y^EDICINE
knowing where to go," he notes. Feeling
"in a vacuum", he began avidly reading books and surfing medical and

support group websites, and was impressed

by the many U.S. groups that bring patients
together and make expert advice available.

After much agonizing, he chose to undergo a
radical prostatectomy operation, (removal of
the entire prostate gland and surrounding tissue)
despite the risks. Today, Hirsch is back on his

feet. Nevertheless, he knows that statistically
there is a high possibility of a relapse, and he
does quarterly PSA blood tests.

C the entire north, Hirsch is in touch
with patients elsewhere in Israel
(there is an unrelated Tel Aviv sup
port group), and corresponds with foreign
counterparts in South Africa, Brazil, U.S.,
Australia and Malta. In coordination with the

Cancer Association, he is currently trying to
help form new groups.
"In the U.S., some 80 people die each day
from prostate cancer. In Israel, an estimated
2000 men are diagnosed each year, though I think
the figure is much higher. In the Arab sector, for

approached the Cancer Association's Haifa

example, and among many Jews too, the subjects
of impotence and incontinence, which are related
to prostate cancer, are taboo. What we are essen

branch, which backed him

tially aiming for is more awareness, among both

in establishing a support

patients and doctors."
The basic message is "Prostate cancer is around,
but there is a lot that can be done about it. We try to

Anxious to help other sufferers, Hirsch

group. Disappointingly,
only one of 26 urologists
he subsequently wrote to for
support replied. Still, he began
contacting, counseling, con
soling, lecturing and holding
discussion groups to which
Lemie Hirsch

"top speakers" were invited.
"Today 1 have a group of

about 50 men who meet every month as well as

20-30 who do not attend meetings. Apart from

help those affected preserve their quality of life and
achieve what they want. "Hirsch hails from Cape
Town having made aliyah in 1971. He manages
the outlet for the Moshav's goat cheese factory.
"Helping others has given me inner strength and
helped my own recovery. Now is one of the best
times of my life."
Lennie Hirsch can be contacted by e-mail

lennyb@net\'ision.net.il or by cell phone: (054)570595.

Rabco
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & CONSULTANTS LTD.

J3ck Rabin (oip. Law ugt)
Visit us at our new offices at Toyota Towers
Yigal Alon Street, Tel Aviv
* Property Consultants * Property Portfolio Management
POB20395, Tel Aviv 61203, Israel Tel: 03-624-1718 Fax; 03-624-1798
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B OOK

NOOK.
Review bv David Kaplan

ISRAEL'S FINEST HOUR
Approximately 3,500 men and women, Jews as well as non-Jews came in 1948from 43 countries to fight
for the fledging state. Speaking at the Machal Monument in theSha'ar Hagai Forest in memory of the 119
Machalniks who lost their lives during Israel's IVar of Independence, the late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
said, "They came to us when we needed them most."

Telfed is proud to bring to our community's attention, tw'o English publications dealing with the monumen
tal contribution of the young men and women who came from all corners of the world, risking their lives,
to bring to fruition the eternal dream of a Jewish National Homeland. The genesis of Telfed h'os embedded
in this existential struggle of the Jewish People. "After all," e.xplains Telfed Director Sidney Shapiro, "We
were established as a Branch Office of the South African Zionist Federation at the end of1947, specifically
to assist the Southern African volunteers who rallied to the defense of the nascent Jewish state."

OVERSEAS VOLUNTEERS IN ISRAEL'S WAR

The 44-page soft-cover publication, tells the
story, supported by many photographs, of the heroic

OF INDEPENDENCE

exploits of the overseas volunteers in Aliyah Bet,

MACHAL

This World Machal publication is produced by
the Ministry of Education Information Center in
collaboration with the World Machal Committee

the Hagana, the Palmach, the clandestine recruit
ment activities abroad and what motivated them to
come, the integration of Machalniks into the Israel
Defense Forces and the invaluable

in Israel. In the words

contribution of Machal in shaping
the Israeli Airforcc, Navy, Armoured

of veteran airman and
World Machal Chair

Corps, Paratroopers, Infantry and its
Medical Corps.

man, Smoky Simon,
"The Hebrew version

For the English booklet, contact Joe

of this booklet will

enable Israeli youth
to learn first hand, the

little known but inspiring

Smoky Simon and Tzippora Porat with

Woolf; Tel/Fax 04-6767678 (28.50
NIS). Hebrew booklet from. Ministry
of Education Information Centers in Jer„

State President Moshe Katzav.

TA & Haifa. (NIS 15 + postage) or from
Gefen Publishing House. Tel: 02-5380247.

story of Machal."

LJmic|u<^ Dc^signs
For all your Carpentry Needs

Experts in Kitchen and Bath Cabinets.
Wall units, Office Furniture and more.
TOith <A.
Special discounts for
members of the SAZF

04-6227572 w w w. ca rpentry. co. i I

050-322165 dopey@netvislon.net.il
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^OOK NOOK
SOUTH AFRICA'S 800

piloted their planes illegally, they would fly torturous

THE STORY OF SOUTH AFRICAN

routes over or around parts of Africa, always careful

VOLUNTEERS IN ISRAEL'S WAR OF BIRTH"

not to reveal their final destination as Israel.

For the 800, it was adventure in the air and the
On May 30, 1948, an incident occurred which
high seas and this was before they even reached the
was to become part
/I group of South African Mahahiiks. battlefields that lay before them.
of early lAF folk

schmitt flown by

This long-awaited revised hard-covered edi
tion is over 450 pages and includes many new

an American Jewish

photographs. "South Africa's 800" is a must for

pilot, Milton Ruben-

all who want to know the full and personal story

field, was hit while

of the Southern African contribution to modem

attacking an Arab

Israel's "Finest Hour"

armoured column

Third edition; Large format, hard cover with many

in theTulkarm area.

photographs.PriceNIS 180+(NIS i5forpackaging&
postage). For overseas delivery: NISS45 + (S15 for

lore. "A Messer-

The pilot ditched in
the Mediterranean

off the fishing village of Michmoret and swam to

packaging & postage). To order: contact Ralph Lanesman at 09-7453555 or lanesman@barak-online.

the coast. Fearing the settlers of the vilage might
mistake him for an Egyptian, and lacking Hebrew

Movie Magic

or Yiddish to explain himself, he waded ashore,

M-NET

his hands up, proclaiming his identity by shouting.
"Gefiitefish. Gejiltejishr
This priceless anecdote, is one of hundreds that

appear in South Africa's 800. It provides an insight
into one of the proudest chapters in modem Jewish
history, when ordinary people over a short period of
a few months, behaved quite extraordinarily. Some
800 South African volunteers, representing nearly

Super Sport 12 3 4 5
SABC -Africa

Big Brother
And ail the other channels you have
been nnisslns are now available asaln.

23% of all overseas volunteers that arrived at that

Monthly fee: $20

time, put their young lives on hold and at risk as they
participated in the greatest adventure for young Jews
in over 2000 years.
'INTHETHICKOF IT"

Churchill's apt description after the Battle of
Britain of "We owe so much to so few," encapsu
lates no less, the contribution of this special band of
veteran WW2 soldiers, sailors and ainnen as well

for three or more users

Satellite TV

Contact:
Menachem

at (058)693-111,

as the surgeons, doctors and nurses, who provided

or Eddie

essential medical expertise on the battlefronts and

at (050)507-547

hospitals. What motivated them to come? How did
they come? For many of them, such as those who

25 years of experience
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" C O AVA U N I T Y A N D C O N S C I E N C E - T H E
J E W S I N A PA R T H E I D S O U T H A F R I C A "

by Gideon Shimoni will soon be available from the
Telfed office. A provocative study of the Jews in
South Africa during the apartheid regime. To order,
call Sharon (09)744 6110 ext. 201.

What are you doing tonight?
Pop in for a visit to our online magazine.
www.telfed.org.il

"JEWISH LIFE IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN
COUNTRY COMMUNITIES"

*Community News *Features *Reunion News

researched and published by the South African

* On-line classified ads

Friends of Beth Hatfutsoth. Vol. I deals with the

*Info on Aliyah and Klitah

many Jewish communities which existed in the
northem great escarpment, the

GOOD HOPE SEMINARY HIGH SCHOOL /

lowveld, the northem highveld

2nd REUNION

and the bushveld. Contains

THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 6. 2003

many pictures of people and

at 7.30 pm at the Soulh African Hostel in Givatavim

places. To order call Sharon

An evening of nostalgia, memorabilia displays,
entertainment and surprises.

(09)744 6110 ext. 201.

u

Raffle to benefit Telfed s Victims of Terror Fund.

re you a graduate of

Machon L'madrichim?
If you are part of this fine

Please see article on Telfed s website.

Registration by Oct. 23.2003. Please contact:
051-305372 (Sandy), 052-250156 (Gene). 054-564649 (Riva)

educational institute, and still ■•■■■i

have great memories from your time at the
Machon - join us. The Machon L'madrichim
has recently established an Alumni

Qualitv of life Aetivities for
Children

Association, for the Machon Alumni in

Applications for assistance for

Israel and abroad. The Alumni Association

children to attend after-school

will be holding a first ever reunion for all
Machon graduates since 1946 in Jerusalem

activities or summer camps can be
made to Telfed. Call Telfed at

(09)744-6110, ext. 204

Oct. 23-26, 2003
S AV E T H E D AT E ! F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n

and to join the Alumni Association,
please contact: Anat Green-Ragen, Tel.
(02)6216096, Fax: (02)6216098
email:machonamuta@jazo.org.il

Mortgage Notice
If you plan to apply for the Telfed Additional Mortgage
Loan - do not apply to a bank for your First Mortgage
until you have spoken to Susan at (09)744-6110 ext.204.

/ 14th Annual 2003 Voices Reuben Rose

Poetry Competition
All poems must be received by October 7th
Submit to: Voices, Israel
POB 236, KiryatAta 28101.
For further details, see the Telfed website.

Changed your address
or phone number?
Please let us know! Telfed tries to keep up-todate records of Southern Africans in Israel. IVe

need your help to do so.
Phone Sharon (09)744-61(0, ext. 201.

^i9

ISRAEL
BLIND

^ Brakpan Reunion

ASSOCIATION
RA A NANA BRANCH

Friday 3'*^ October
Ra'anana Squash Center, Rehov Ya'ara 25

\ ,
.'SS

BOWLS

U R G E N T LY N E E D E D

Volunteer to coach our blind

Please register with Tzemach Bloomberg:

bowlers for 2 hrs. a week.

(053)859455, Tzemachb@internet-zahav.net

You will be taught how to
coach. Its very easy.

On the 30th anniversaiy of the Yam Kippur War,
a memorial for the late

For further details:

Norman Golding
NEIL FREED and

()9-8998844(evenings)

DAVID (DUDI) SILBOWITZ
will take place at the cemetery on Kibbutz Yizreel
on Friday, October 24th, 2003 at 11:00 a.m.

After lunch the annual memorial lecture in Yizreel's Moadon at

approximately 1:00 p.m. Guest speaker - Professor Ali Dubb on
"The South African Jewish Community - Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow".
Information: Arnie Friedman 04-6598309 (h), 04-6598259 (w) or 053-756064

Anyone who missed
'THE SHOW MUST

The S.A.Z.F. (Israel) in cooperation with the
Jewish Agency for Israel and Beth Prolea

GO ON" and would

C O M PA N I O N S t o w o r k w i t h

like to see an abridged
or full-length version
on videotape or DVD
can contact Sharon
a t Te t f e d : 0 9 - 7 4 4 6 11 0
ext. 201.

W

recently trained several
our senior citizens.

If you, or a member of your family,
would like to employ a companion
(on a part-time basis),
please contact Sharon
for more information.

0 9 - 7 4 4 6 11 0 e x t . 2 0 1

TELFED CALLING ALL EX-MACHAL (1948-?) & ALL EX- NACHAL (1956-?)
NEW! NEW! A WEB SITE FOR ALL EX-/V\ACHAL/NACHAL VOLUNTEERS
Get your photographs and E-mail addresses ready (also interesting
documents, stories, films, videos etc.)

'VUv

■ ■V,:'.

URGENTLY NEEDED 11! Someone in Israel, with a computer, to
accept photographs and E-mail addresses from ex-Machal/Nachal Volunteers
please contact doddie^: hasolelim.org.il

LFEDTIDINOS
Reports staff corespondent Naomi Heim

REGIONAL NEWS
.../have been thinking that without you, the defenders

JERUSALEM
TELFED RELAUNCHED

Press on! How do journalists maintain their objec
tivity^ Members of the Southern African community
in Jerusalem attended the long-awaited relaunch of
the Telfed Jerusalem Regional Committee to hear
guest speaker Bret Stephens,
editor-in-chief of The Jeru

(l-r) Bernice Pillemer,

salem Post on this complex

Freda and Max Fink

subject, and to elect Solly
Kaplinsky as Chairman of
the Telfed Regional

of Erelz Yisrael. ive would have no hope. fVe wouldn 'i have
a homeland. Danny Hertz
DINING

OUT

Despite Israel's renowned seaside resort having

experienced a fair share of horrendous terrorist
attacks, the Southern African community in Nctanya
have displayed a determination
to get on with their lives and
ensure ^'that the show must go
on," Telfed's theme at its Decem

ber's Tribute to the Performing
Arts. Independence Square, less

Committee.A former

bustling these days with tour-

principal of Her-

ists, hosted at one of its restaurants, over

zlia School in Cape
Town, Solly is today

85 former Southern Africans for a jovial

the Director of the

dinner. "Chaverschaft in our vibrant com

International Rela

munity is important and our committee is

tions Division (English

planning further events," says Max.

Desk) of Yad Vashem.

R A A N A N A

Contributing to the
Bret Stephens and Reeva Fonnan
evening s atmos- ^

phere, the AGM was attended by a 52-strong soli
darity mission from South Africa headed by Reeva
Forman. [aitlcle below]

THE SOUTH AFRICAN CONNECTION

Rabbi Michael Melchior began his address at
the Telfed Raanana AGM establishing his South

African credentials. "Whenever I'm in the States,

they can never place my accent, so they usually
N E TA N YA

conclude you 're South African." So that's

DEAR BRAVE SOLDIERS

partly my connection, despite my Danish origin.

"Crucial as it is for Israelis to be reassured that

Another was that! was once on my way to SA but

Jews in the Diaspora are thinking about them, it
is no less important for Diaspora Jewry to feel

got no further than the airport." Leading the Israel
delegation to the Durban Conference on Racism,
"the Prime Minister, had reservations and stopped
me while boarding the plane. The flight was delayed
while I tried to persuade Sharon to reconsider, but
to no avail. I felt it was the wrong decision then

connected and constantly engaged," emphati
cally proclaimed Max Canard Chairman of the

Netanya Regional Committee. It is in this spirit
that "our committee participated in a project of
letter writing from pupils aged 9-10 at the King
David School in Johannesburg to soldiers in the
Israeli army". Here are samples;
I switch off the TV and tears of sadness roll down my
cheeks. There has been another terrorist attack in Jeru.salem.

Then I think of you, asoldier as you help keep the Jewish
people safe.... Stephanie Greenberg
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and still do." [See Cover Story on page 14]
Chaiman Solly Sacks brought greetings from
Telfed. Barry Kornel was re-elected as Chaiman
of the Raanana committee after having delivered
a report on the committee's activities notably the
Food Project, which recently received high profile
coverage in an article in Haaretz. Explains Barry,

ELFEDTIDINCS.

Vice-Chairman Dave Bloom, brought
greetings from Telfed, whereafter Hilary
Kaplan was re-elected as Chairperson after
a comprehensive report on the activities of
the local community. "After years of close

WJMRa-auamAGM: Chairman Bony Kernel. Rabhi Melchior. Telfed association with the MunicipalChairman Solly Sacks, (below) At the Kfar Saba/HodHashaivn AGM: numerous joint projects,

Freda Keel, Telfed Vice-Chairman Dave Bloom, Chairperson Hilaiy Kaplan. Telfed today is represented on
the local coun"This story broke in the press, because
cil." reported

people would not have believed the
desperate situation beneath the veneer

Hilary. "Our

of life in Raanana. Telfed volunteers

fund, Keren

collect food from restaurants and bak

Aliza, is help
ing underprivi
leged children

eries and distribute to needy families
in Raanana. These are families who

in Kfar Saba

are in dire straits - from new olim to

those who have been here 30 years, young couples
to the elderly, single parent families to those who
were once well-to-do. Our volunteers act discreetly,

sensitive to the concems of the recipients." Telfed
is thankful for the generosity of those providing the
food as well as to Solly Sacks, Director-General
of World Mizrachi for his assistance in obtaining
a new fridge for the project.
K FA R $ A B A / H O P H A S H A R O N
How is Israelfaring with the unrelenting global

media assault on its integrity as a small nationfight
ing for its survival? This was the subject of Freda

with special educational needs."

TELFED AND EDUCATION
Reports Susan Sharon

It mav not be generally known that Telfed con
tributes enormously on an ongoing basis to the
education of Israel s future generations

Telfed, through the many trusts that it adminis
ters, provides over 500 scholarships a year to Israeli
students in general and to students of the Southem
African community in particular. "The scholarship
covers approximately a third of a student's annual
tuition fees," explains Anthony Maisels, Chairman

Keet's address at the Kfar Saba/Hod Hasharon

of the Endowments & Scholarships Committee

Telfed AGM.[See article on page 42]

(E&S). Anthony articulates the satisfaction for all

Ra'anana Electrical Contractors

n

^ELFEDTIDINOl
in the Telfed family, when noting "how many sons
and daughters of our Southem Afncan community
have over the years received Telfed-administered

and high schools, such as Hadassah Neurim, which
absorb many Ethiopian pupils, receive books and

the State of Israel."

Headmasters' prizes, which have been instituted

equipment, while the Amalla Girls High School in
Jerusalem receives scholarships,
Students applying today for Telfed scholarships were
books and clothing for its pupils
more than likely not yet bom when Renee GriUer began
who have been removed from
working at Iklfed27years ago. Originally from England.
Renee showed such dedication and compassion in helping their homes by the courts.
members of our community requiringfinancial assistance,
Telfed makes annual awards
that she has truly become part of the Southem Afncan to specific research projects,
family. Although, no longer a member of our staff since inter alia, in the fields of
she retired at the end of August, we are happy to welcome
heart disease at the Hebrew
her to the ranks of the Telfed volunteers.
University, cancer research
at the Weizmann Institute
scholarships and gone on to make successes of
their lives, as well as enriching contributions to and urban and regional studies at the Technion.
Telfed takes pride that at the close of the last aca

demic year, over 70 students, who had been receiving
financial assistance from Telfed throughout their
university studies, graduated and are entering the
job market in fields as diverse as biology, econom
ics, medicine, physics, law, accountancy, nursing,
engineering and many more.
Students in need arc referred to Telfed's E & S

Committee by academic institutions, and organi

in the names of Southem Africans, are awarded to
outstanding students each year.
C\V\NC BACK TO THE COMMUNITY

In the wake of Telfed's new project. Pros, nine
Telfed Scholarship recipients from all over the coun
try are helping needy members of our community,
from assisting children with their school work to
ofTering companionship to the elderly. "A special
feature of the programme has been the connection

sations which spe

felt by the recipients,

c i fi c a l l y a s s i s t

children of former

war veterans, the

Southern Africans,

disabled and the

who have had little

economically dis
advantaged. Some

or no contact in their

90 students referred

Myron

by Kaye College in
Beersheva,TelHai

College in the north
and the Beersheva

Lawrence

past with Southern
Africans," reports
Debbie Chitlz, Telfed

Goodman^ s t a f f c o - o r d i n a t o r o f
Telfed thanks the former Port Elizabetheans who attended the the project. "1 have
recent reunion for their generous donation to Keren Telfed.

Technical College, were assisted by Telfed last year.
Telfed's keen interest in the educational needs of

Israeli society is not confined only to tertiary education
but from kindergarten to post-doctoral research.
A regional "gan" (kindergarten), Eden, on Kib
butz Shoval benefits from funds provided by Telfed.

found the experience

most rewarding," expressed Eitan Blumbcrg,
son of Micky Blumberg of Partnership 2002,
"and a way of giving back to a community that is
helping me."

Telfed can be justifiably proud in having assisted

Tali schools, as well as special programmes in pri

thousands of young pupils and university graduates
who have become productive citizens of Israel. "It is

mary schools, receive support from Telfed. Primary

hoped that they too will in time see their way clear to
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^ELFEDTIDINGl
contribute to the education of others through Telfed's
E & S Committee," expressed Anthony.

TOURS FROM SOUTH AFRICA
While annual Aiiyah figures are understandably
down, "we are encouraged by the increase in solidar

ity missions, Birthright participants and pilot tours.
Much of the credit is due to the work of the Israel

Centre, a revitalised SAZF, and our highly moti

vated sblichim, who are managing to penetrate the
community more vigorously, working in the schools,

universities, youth movements and synagogues,"

THE SOUTH AFRICANS ARE COMING
"Despite two major terrorist attacks only days
before we departed, not one person cancelled,"
proudly revealed one of the 50 South African par
ticipants on Reeva Fonnan's solidarity tour.
Mizrachi hosted the group for a day in Gush
Etzion. Says Telfed Chairman and Director of World
Mizrachi Solly Sacks: "It was a magnificent day.
The group was addressed by an army officer on the
security situation in the area as well as meeting the
head of the Local Council and South Africans living
in the Gush. The fact that we went to the Gush sends

a strong message to our community
in South Africa."

The day Telfed hosted the
group, they met in Tel Hashomer
Hospital with former Rhodesian,
Prof. Mike Helm, Deputy Direc

tor of the Dept. of Rehabilitation
Hahonim garin with members of local Israeli youth in
the home of David and Hilary Kaplan in Kfar Saba.
explains Telfed Director, Sidney Shapiro.

MOVEMENT AHEAD
The Habonim youth movement is currently
experiencing a mini renaissance. For the first

time in years, a garin has been formed planning
aiiyah within 18 months. Seven members of this
core group were recently in Israel on a pilot tour
canvassing career options. An evening was hosted
for them by Telfed at the home of the Kaplans in
Kfar Saba where they met members of the Telfed

Executive, Israeli students of their own age and
were taken on a tour of the local headquarters of
Habonim's counterpart in Israel, HaNoar HaOved.

"If only we had something like this back home,"
remarked one impressed HabcJubber. Another

who took the group on a tour.
Thereafter they met with former
South Africans living in Modi'in
(a promising new Telfed housing
project), and then on to Magcn David Adom in
Jerusalem. Over a Telfed-sponsored supper, Itz
K a l m a n o w i t z a d d r e s s e d t h e v i s i t o r s o n Te l f e d ' s

agenda on AHyah and Klitah.
BIRTHRIGHT
July saw 120 South African students tour Israel
under the auspices of the Birthright programme.

For most of these students, it was their first trip
to Israel. " Fills you with pride,''' "/ didn't know
what to expect, but this is Just amazing, " "I can't
believe the pace ofdevelopmeni taking place here,"
were some of the comments from the students.

Naomi Helm, and Telfed executive members

Solly Kaplinski and Hilary Kaplan addressed
the students in Jerusalem.

astutely inquired whether the pretty Israeli girls
invited that evening "were part of a Zionist plot."
Another answered, "If so, clever. How about send

ing them our way on shlichut."

A L I YA H P R O M O T I O N
Telfed's Projects' Committee, headed by Itz

29
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Stein, is investigating two major aliyah projects
- Katzrin on Ramat Hagolan, where South Africans
John and Sharon Goodman and Sylvia Gosicker
and her two daughters recently relocated, and
Modi'in, an attractively landscaped growing town

in the centre of the country, midway between Tel
Aviv and Jerusalem. Rabbi Simon Harris of the

Gardens Shul in Cape Town will be making aliyah
in December to Modi'in. He recently established
a garin in South Africa which he hopes to enlarge
with the incorporation of English-speaking mem
bers the world over. For further details contact
N a o m i H e i m a t 0 9 - 7 4 4 6 11 0 e x t 2 1 9 .

PROJECT OUTREACH
Telfed is reaching out to former South Africans
living abroad. Executive member, Barbara DyerOrvitz launched the campaign recently in Irvine
in California and Toronto. "We hope to connect

above (l-r):
Barney Mark.

_ Jack Trappier, Solly Sacks and
Valerie Herbert; far left: Meyer
Jaffee; center: Alex Goldsmith.
Valerie Herbert of Haifa, founder and

Chairperson of the Haifa Committeefor Soviet Jewry, m w
honoredfor her work with Russian-speaking immigrants.
Carol & Neil Sher were honored for the work they do with

victims of terror in Jerusalem and the surrounding area.
They assist individuals, families and entire moshavim.
Alex Goldsmith was honored for his work as President
ofthe Israel Lawn Bowls Association for the Blind, which

wherever there is a concentration of former South-

under his guidance has become the laigest and most

em Africans living in the Diaspora." One tool that
Telfed plans to use in this campaign, are the high
quality videos now available of last year's highly

successful active sports body for the blind in Israel.

acclaimed tribute to the contribution of former

Southern Africans to the Performing Arts - "The

Meyer Jaffee was honored as a volunteer in a myriad of

organisations, ranging from Partnership 2000, through
activities with the Ethiopean community in Bet Shemesh,
fundraising for education and children with special needs

and including the Society for Animal s Joy & Wellheing.

Show Must Go On.".

VOLUNTEER
OF THE YEAR
AWARD
Reports David E.
Kaplan
In a special salute

in as diverse spheres as improving the quality of
life of the handicapped, inculcating values in our
youth, alleviating the hardships of new olim, and
caring for kids with special needs."" Hertzel Katz,
Chairman of Telfed's recently established Board

of Governors presented the awards. The top award
and cash prize of $750 went to Zvia Brumer for
her voluntary work with youth using dance as an
to volunteerism in
instrument to inculcate self-respect, discipline and
o u r c o m m u n i t y,
the Annual Telfed Zvia Bnmer holding ihe Telfed tolerance for others.
Vol u n teer Aw a r d, Volunteer Award Plaque.
sponsored by Barney
Mark & Family, was held recently at Beth Protea.
"The judges had a tough job," reported Award
M.C. Jack Trappier. "There were five deserv
ing nominees, contributing on a voluntary basis
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A personal incident some years ago set Zvia on
"Another Direction," the name of her youth pro
gramme. In the Autumn of 1995, her son Alon, one

of Israel's top soccer players, was viciously attacked
by a player on the opposing team, resulting in serious
injury. It made national headlines at the time, and the

ELFEDTIDINCSl
ihe Another Direction Youth Development Pro

gramme offers youth the opportunity to develop
on a persona! and community level and to become
young ambassadors."
One of her graduates. Yael Oren, had this to
Hilary
Kaplan,
Bobsy
Solomon, who
contributed

say, "When 1 was required to complete
a questionnaire in the army filling in the
name of a person that had most influenced

me in my life, 1 wrote without thinking
twice, Zvia Brumer." •

her expertise
& Janine

Gelley:

Morning Brief for Advocates Julius Kopelowitz,
Geoffrey Israel. Marcus Mandel & Hamld Kalman.

attacker, in public statements, showed no remorse.

W H O S E T U R N TO D E A L
"Nothing like a morning of competitive
fun, enjoying a splendid brunch and helping our
community in the process." That is how Janine

Gelley, Chairperson of Telfed's Fundraising Com

His defense, 'That's my style of play f

mittee described Telfed's highly successful Card

Distraught by this unprovoked attack and her
concern that Israeli culture was being perverted by

Morning held recently in Kfar Saba. Over 100 card
players descended on Kfar Saba's refurbished Beit

overt aggression amongst its youth, Zvia searched

for an avenue to grapple with this disturbing new
phenomenon. "I started to examine the values
passed on to those students of mine, who over the

years had succeeded in dance and whose respectful
attitudes had enhanced the reputation of the school.

I decided then to translate the violent episode in
my family's life into an ongoing dance framework
for the building of self-esteem."
The result. Another Direction, was bom. "The

Ha'Student for a morning of bridge, klaberjas and
kaluki. "Who said the men wouldn't come! They
were the last to leave," exclaimed an exuberant

Janine, who was clearly happy with the amount
of money raised for Keren Telfed.

BREAKFAST CLUB
The monthly Breakfast Club at Telfed's Boardroom
is becoming increasingly popular, attracting people
from outside the Ra'anana area. Recent guest speak

aim," explains Zvia, "was to cultivate the belief Steve
Unde.
(below) Annette
that achieving excellence in any field is more than

just acquiring a technique or developing a skill.
The workshop encourages its dancers to evolve
to their fullest potential as responsible human

Milliner, Sheila

Latinsky, Solly
Harris.

ers have been Solly
Harris and Steve
Linde.

Solly, a scholar

beings by sharing the tasks of running the Centre
and performing and volunteering for charitable
organisations."
Ra'anana Mayor Zeev Bielski added that "it is

only fitting that after decades of voluntary work
alongside her professional contribution to the
community, Zvia Brumer has been recognised.
Among her pioneering volunteering programmes.
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South African Zionist Federation (Israel)
19 Schwartz Sffeet, Ra'anana 43212

E W A R R I VA L S

tel.: (09)744-6110, fax: (09)744-6112
info@teIfed.oig.il; www.telfed.org.il
Joint Counselling Services Offices:
Tel Aviv; 76 Ibn Gvirol Street

tel: (03)696-5244 fax: (03)696-8696;
aiiya@ujia,org.il.
Employment: sharon@ujia.org.il
Jerusalem:

Ari Riidoph front
Johannesburg.
[Ed. Oops, An u osr no! included in the
2002 new arrivals lists.

lOHANNESBURG

13 Ben Maimon Blvd.

Braude, Dorianne {speech therapist)

tel:(02)563^822, fax (02)566-3193

Brett, Sharon nee Dominitz {teacher)

jerusalem@ujia.org.il

and Gabriel

of the English language, spoke on Humor in Jewish
literature. Using anecdotes and frequently breaking
into Yiddish, "he had everyone in stitches," remarked

Calo, David {businessman), Deborah,
nee Aiken {housewife), Aron, Keanu,

Hilary Kaplan, convenor of the Breakfast Club.
Proceeds of the sale of his book on poetry, were

Chechik, Eliyahu and Zoe, nee Geffen

donated to Keren Telfed.

If you have never Steve Linde before, you
more than likely will have heard\\\m - reading the

English news on Israel Radio! Steve introduced

Marikah, Micha, Raphael and Talyo
Dahan, Nili
Eat>vel[, Debra
EIoz, Sima
Louk, Yossi {teacher), Karen

himself as a Telfed success story. "When I made

nee Shapiro {computers), Atara, Avital,

aliyah 15 years ago, I consulted Shula to help find
me ajob in journalism. She gave me two pointers

Itai and Naama

- a fellow South African Zvi Pantanowitz at Israel

Radioes English News and the 'The Jerusalem

Post'. Today, 15 years later, I'm the Director of
the English News on Israel Radio and the Night
News Editor of the Jerusalem Post."

Lee, Earl {contractor),

Tamara {housewife) and Baruch

Rostowsky, Morris {retired)
and Juliet nee Baron {housewife)
Sacks Gavin {marketing)
Stein, Ettie nee Eliasov {housewife)

COMPANIONS FOR OUR
SENIOR CITIZENS
Telfed, in association with Beth Protea, is

Te e g e r ,

Orya

and Telfed, the course was conceived by Telfed's Director Sidney Shapiro, and organised by
Sharon Bernstein, Naomi Heim and the staff of
Beth Protea-Cecily Hack, Channi Hunvitz, Lynn
Lochoff and Lena Levitan. Nine highly motivated

participants completed the course, covering aspects
such as CPR, innovative activities in the home and

physiotherapy. "// was professional, creative and
fun," summed up one of the graduates.

If you or a member of your family are in need of a
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Traub, Doreen {teacher) Natalie

Weiner, Janine {marketing) " Gilinsky

running a programme training companions for
the elderly. Co-funded by the Jewish Agency

/

Isaac

CAPE

TOWN

Gilinsky, Isaac {retired)
and Natalie, nee Barron {housewife)
Glazer, Linda nee Sacks
Rodgers, Leanne {student)
Rubin, Lieba nee Glazer {housewife)
Rubin, Mark (textiles)

Stein, Samuel {retired) and
Anne nee Kriger {housewife)

BETH PROTEA
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Reports ChannI Hurwitz

To think ofone's workplace in endearing terms is nothing short of a gift. When the
majority of staff feels the same way, it is
sheer magic. The unique relationship that

exists between residents and staff, daily
displayed in care and mutual respect, is a miracle. A few

months ago the residents decided they wanted to say thank
you to the staff. With Rose Segal at the helm, the residents
did what they do best - a scrumptious brunch with all the
The wild 'brunchcatering to the staff:

(l-r) Batia Levin, Mabel Loige, Pearle
and Rose Segal. Molly Behr
and Buddy Efroiken.

trimmings. What a wonderful morning it turned out to
be as delicious food was enjoyed by all. But more than

the gastronomical experience, was the feeling of warmth,
care and so much love.
(l-r)Ruth

GREEN FINGER/
The garden club, which started some months ago in the nursing unit, has
now been incorporated into a summer workshop for the residents. Nothing
better than getting one's hands back into good old mother earth.
With the skilful guidance and expert knowledge of Linda Salomon, a
garden therapist, a wide range of subjects was covered and 1 have it from
a reliable source, that one can visit some of the participants and besides

Hellerman with

garden therapist
Linda Salomon.

seeing their gorgeous flowering balconies, you can also enjoy some of
the healthy drinks made from a wide variety of herbs.

BE/T FOOT FORWARD FOR A MODEEI/RAEE
A treat for all was the evening trip to Mini-Israel at Latrun. In an effort
to escape the heat of the summer, we left in the late afternoon. In a

4 few short hours, we experienced on foot, the exquisiteness of this
country.
I I

Yiddish is alive and well and living in Beth Protea. Meeting
twice a month, it is a real treat to get back to the land of memories
and mamaloshen.

As we enter into our twelfth year, the face of Beth Protea has changed considerably. We're now

all older and wiser. With Lynn at our helm and with a philosophy of openness, empathy and com
passion, we look forward to many more years of growth and mutual imderstanding.
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J^ERENTELFE^
DONOR

HONOREE

Yeshijahu Rosalsky Monte & Rose Freedman on their 60*^ anniversary
Wulfy & Rose Freedman Monte & Rose Freedman on their 60*^ anniversary

Basil & Joyce Geller ^.^^jQiessel & Cynthia Mendelsohn on their anniversary
Basil & Joyce Geller Omsky on her birthday

David & Hilary Kaplan ^^f^^Sfcochofr- in appreciation

Archie & Blanche Isaacson Kereil^l^d - on their 58"' anniversary
Bloomberg and Heim families Pat Breiter on her 60"' birthday
Jack & Ruth Trappier Pat Breiter on her 60"' birthday
Yo s e f F l a u m K e r e n Te l f e d - f o r t h e n e e d y i n o u r c o m m u n i t y

Danny & Janine Gelley Solly & Ghita Sacks on their granddaughter's birth
Danny & Janine Gelley Micheie & Sidney Shapiro on their grandson's birth
Flertzel & Lola Katz Stello & Francinc Robinson - chag sameacb
Martin & Micheie Wolff Alex Tolkin on his 60"' birthday

Joe & Jose Grossman Archie & Helene Kahn on their golden anniversary
Fonda Dubb Gloria & Norman Segal on their golden wedding
Jillian Milliner Irene Katz on her 95"' birthday
Sam & Harriet Levin Jeff Milstein on his 80"' birthday
Sam & Harriet Levin Hone Rosenberg on his 80'" birthday
Leah Lotzof Hilda Silbert on her 80"' birthday
Isaac & Gloria Rootshtain Sylvia Silver on her 90'" birthday

Joe & Jose Grossman Isa & Myra Szewach on their golden anniversary
Orkie Chesed Netta Friedland on her 97'" birthday

Hertzel & Lola Katz Yehuda Bilu on becoming Yakir Tel Aviv

Fonda Dubb Hilda Silbert on her 80'" birthday Herbert'
L e s & E t h l e e D e m b o Te d z i a P e r e l o n a s p e c i a l b i r t h d a y c e l e b r a t e
Les & Ethlee Dembo; Carl Alpert; David «& Sarah Meyer;

Mannie & Rayla Shimoni; Mike & Frankie Jaffe; Alex & Ruth Lewis;
Dennis & Becky Noll; Bernard & Dot Lipschitz; Esther,

Judy & Oma Berger; Bilha Donna &. Arye Bromberg;

Arthur & Rita Schiff; Harry & Eva Brand; Stephen & Thelma Miller;

Yeta Govezensky; Hymie Goldblatt; Nahum & Esther Finkelstein;
Janina Vulfson; Barbara Diamond; Shaul & Yehudit Bar Levav;
Jonathan & Paula Friedland; Maurice & Babette Kaplan;

Avshaiom & Lily Thau; Paul & Millie Rosenblatt;
Theo & Brenda Kaplan Gilbert & Valerie Herbert on their golden anniversary
Breakfast Club Shachar Ziv - in appreciation

D a v i d K a p l a n Ly n e t t e S a c k s - i n a p p r e c i a t i o n
David Kaplan & Martin Wolff Brian Gaddie - in appreciation
Julius & Fay Weinstein Reg & Eve Donner on their wedding anniversary
Orkie Chesed & family Monte Freedman on his 85'" birthday
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J^ERENTELFEB
Julius Weinstein; Molly Rabkin; Freda Haimovitz, Lily Milstein,
Sonia Sacks, Mollie Skudowitz;

Ralph Lanesman; Felicia Cohen; RE. Reunion Committee;

Marcus Mandel, Harold & JefF Rabkin Keren Telfed
Jack & Esme Rabin Hone Rosenberg on his 80"' birthday
Issy & Janie Lotz Arnold & Sylvia Sacks on their grandson's Barmitzvah
Jack & Ruth Trappier; Julius & Fay Weinstein;
Sidney & Michele Shapiro; Jack & Esme Rubin; Joe & Neva Gishen;
Okkie & Rae Rabinowitz; Isaac & Gloria Rootshtain; Skudowitz & Bransky Families;
Hertzel & Lola Katz; Jack & Esme Rabin;

Gaby & Freda Haimovitz Jeff Milstein on his SO"* birthday
Jack & Mavis Wolff Stephen Kalmek - in appreciation & gratitude
Ben & Rachel Levert Saul & Charlenc Jacobs on the birth of their son

Archie & Blanche Isaacson Jack & Rachel Luck on their 64"' anniversary
Okkie & Rae Rabinowitz Diane Sandler on her 70"' birthday
Danny & Janine Gelley;
Phillip & Debbie Zabow; Issie & Sonia Kacev;

Martin & Michelle Wolff & family Solly Kaplan on his 94"' birthday
Phillip & Estelle Chascn Orah Haviva Chasen on her Bat Mitzvah
Gaby & Freda Haimovitz Samuel & Sarah Braun on their 40"' anniversary
Phillip & Estelle Chasen Talia Yacl Graham on her Bat Mitzvah
Solly & Eta Scher; Jakob & Gcta Teller; Bella Barnett;

Sox Casper; Rochelle Cohen & family; Jack & Rae Galloon;
Meg Stoch & family Nokkie & Vicky Scher on their golden wedding
Martin & Michelle Wolff Sidney Kaplan on his 60"" birthday
Joe & Jose Grossman Adi Kimche on her 80"' birthday
SAZF (Israel) Cecily Hack - in appreciation
SAZF

(Israel)

Chanie

Hurwitz

-

in

appreciation

Orkie Chesed June Solman; Smiler & Lily Levite on their golden anniversary

Harold & Edie Kaufman Smiler & Lily Levite on their golden anniversary
Peter & Denise Sanders Chana Tabachnik on her special birthday

Gaby & Freda Haimovitz Wolfie & Sonia Sacks on their 55"* anniversary
SAZF (Isr) Breakfast Club Steve Linde, in appreciation
Ron & Doris Bloom; Max Canard & Joyce Miller; Teddy & Rebecca Michelson;
Ethel Sachar; Naty & Lilian Schwartz; Nathan & Shirley Kansky;
Gerald & Sabena Ralph; Reuven & Ros Mowszowski;
Jonathan & Batya Smukler; Barry & Sheli Cohen;
Micha & Alana Grunberg; Orkie Chesed and June Solman;
Aviva Ben Tov; Alf & Ida Weinberg; Anne Bidennan;

Dave & Gail Bloom; Issy & Janie Lotz Julius & Bella Melman on their golden anniversary
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ERENTELFED-

Gidon & Minnie Susser; Anita Frie®^; Leon & Rachelle Peerutin;

Yossi & Shelly Oved; l[\v ^ferry & Audrey Katz on their golden anniversary
Edie Rosengarten; Issy & Dot Isj
Joe & Jose Grossman; Naomi Fredr

He & Hettie Matz;

Issy & Janie Lotz; Leon & Freda Sar
Sol & Miriam Ende Milunsky on his 80"' birthday

Natie & Anita Libennan; Louis, Isobel, Selwynl?^aron Hare;
Geoff & Tamara Israel; Annette Milliner & Baruch Giladi;
Leon and Ann Moss Clive Peltz on his 70"' birthday

Joe & Helen Lewis Solly Mallach on his 90'^ birthday
Natie & Anita Liberman Joe Gishen on his 75"' birthday

D r. U r i

Milunsky

Naomi Fredman Rolf & Judy Jacobsen on their golden anniversary
Hertze! and Lola Katz Isaac Abromowitz - in appreciation
Annette Milliner & Baruch Giladi Naomi Fredman on her granddaughter's Batmitzvah
Annette Milliner & Baruch Giladi Ivan Greenstein on his granddaughter s Batmitzvah
Annette Milliner & Baruch Giladi; Freda Raphael;
Freda Pincus; Okkie & Rae Rabinowitz;

Sara Sapieka; Leah Lotzov Florence Goldberg on her 80"* birthday
Fonda

Dubb

Alan

Goodman

on

his

70"'

birthday

Leonore Saevitzon & family Jack Halperin on his 80"' birthday
KEREN ALIZA

David & Hilary Kaplan, Martin & Michelle Wolff-ltz & Shirley Stein - in appreciaton

Gaby & Freda Haimovitz Ernest & Elizabeth Schneider-Kuper on their anniversary
Marvyn Hatchuel Roland & Shoshana Weil on their golden anniversary
Faye
Saacks
Keren
Aliza
Ruth Bakst, Dina Hatchuel Tabernik Marvyn Hatchuel on his 82"" birthday
VICTIMS OF TERROR FUND

Dave & Rae Kopping Nlotti & Lauren Ron - on the birth of their son Guy
Bella Nick Avril Siboni, Tobi & Robert Rosenberg, in memory of Ella Aronowitz
Monica Liefman Donner on their wedding anniversary

Henry & Ruth Shakenovsky Uri Milunsky on his 80'" birthday
Heniy & Ruth Shakenovsky Uri & Beryl Milunsky on their golden anniversary
FOOD PARCELS FOR SOLDIERS

Melaney Berman For needy soldiers
INMEMORIAM

M e g S t o c h I n l o v i n g m e m o r y o f S h e i l a To l l m a n
TELFED EMERGENCY APPEAL
Orkie Chesed
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/jli.su daiKjhter of Uhltou and l^eulah
fatnio of iiiHrnt'(/ 8/i«/if(r 6I011.
soil ofTosef andluci Clou of jemsalem.
Riiriii, t/oi((//i/er of fllou and I lira Blaii
of l^a ((iKiiui. iiKiiriei/ son of Tacov

and I lana f-jruenslein of l^amat fjau.

cJj/jazal
o v

Jodie, daacilitcr of Scmard
and Rosy Lever of Ramat
Voley, married David, son of
I ladiue uiu/ ll/iclic/ Rinic.

SlienjI, cl(iii(jlilL'r of Ulamice ami Ularcui
[{iifj! of C 'ape fom}, married I lir, son of
Shalom audlaehemi flhanmi of I Jctampi.

Liza, daiujhter
of Robert and
fjillian Hyde of
Sydney (oricjinalhi Prcfon'o) Himria/
ShhI, sou of Jules (iiii/ Linda liramcr of
johanneshniy. m jenisalem.

E AT U R E B y Te l f e d ^ J e r u s a l e m c o r r e s p o n d e n t

It is said (hat

each

generation is a
link in the chain of

life. The "linkage"

^ -IN CAPE TOWN AND

V

Max Berelowifz

between early Jewish

(father of the

immigrants to South
Africa and the city of
Cape Town provides a
fascinating historical
episode in that chain.

writer), in the

doorway of his

outfitting shop
on Hanover

Street, District
Six, circa 1915.

In 1652 the Dutch

East India Company
sent Jan van Riebeeck

to the Cape to estab
lish a station where

its ships could call for
replenishment. The
Company's restric
tive residency policy,
prevented early Jewish
immigration. It was
only in 1804 that this prac
tice was abrogated under the
enlightened Batavian admin
istration, and was maintained
by the British following their
occupation in 1806.

gation (the Gardens
Shul consecrated in

1863).
DISTRICT SIX PLAYED AN IMPORTANT

The small num

ECONOMIC ROLE IN ESTABLISHING

bers of Jews in the 19th

MANY JEWISH IMMIGRANTS FROM

century were predomi
nantly of British, Dutch,
and German origin. In

EASTERN EUROPE. IT WAS ANOTHER

EPISODE IN THE HISTORIC SAGA OF
T H E WA N D E R I N G J E W.

There were only a handful of Jewish residents in
the early years. They were spiritually apathetic
and communally dormant until the arrival of a

1891 the community
in the Cape numbered

about 3,000. However, the challenge of the Jewish

pioneers who wished to perpetuate their heritage

dynamic "1820 settler"- Benjamin Norden.
On his initiative, on the eve of the Day of
Atonement, September 26th 1841, the historic
inauguration of the first orthodox Jewish service
in South Afiica took place. Seventeen males
attended. A week later, ten of the worshippers
formed a properly constituted congregation
called Tikvat Yisrael {Hope of Israel), the
forerunner of the Cape Town Hebrew Congre-
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Anti-.^emitic cartoon
in "The Owl," circa

1901. caption: "The
Coming of the Scum. "

fl
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was enormous. Fortunately, this precarious situ
ation was offset by the arrival of East European
Jews towards the end of the 19th century. Some

It

I

RA^

and lived with thei

fetches in rooms above their

40,000, arrived fieeing pogroms, economic hard

shops^rjnjboardih' o u s e i
My father, Max, arrived in 1901. His first job

ship, and prolonged military service in the Czar's

was selling newspapers in the seamy docks area.

army. The majority disembarked at Cape Town,
which was the start of a railway line to the north,

"My competitors hit me black and blue", he would

where diamonds had been discovered in 1869 and

gold in 1886. They were extremely poor, spoke

Yiddish, and little, if any English.
GROUP

AREAS

later reveal. He would then become an egg peddler
going from door-to-door, eventually opening an
outfitting shop in Hanover Street, the main shop
ping street in District Six. He remained in business

in District Six for some 60 years.
His struggle to earn a living epito

-

'

mized that of his fellow Jewish

With the arrival

co-immigrants.

of the early settlers

in Cape Town, the

District Six encompassed
an area of approximately one

community divided
into two groups. The

square kilometer. Some 40,000

people inhabited this area, mainly

well-established com

coloureds and a small number of

munity of mainly
English and German

other racial groups, including a

origins, lived in the

racial harmony. At the begin
ning of the 19th century, to get

few thousand Jews. There was

more affluent suburbs
and were members

to the area, it was

of the Gardens Shul,

The larger, and more
recent group from
Eastern Europe, the ' L i t v a k s '
settled primarily in the poor
District Six area. The division

aao'ie: Pktytng
cards on the steps

of the British
Bioscope,
below:
Street,

necessary to cross
several canals that
drained water from
Ta b l e M o u n t a i n
to the sea - hence

the original name

was based on language, educa
tion, culture, and background,

"Kanaldorp".

resulting in a measure of tension
between the two groups. All they

was designated

had in common was their Jewish

as it was one of

heritage.
The immigrants gravitated to
District Six, an inexpensive area

six municipal
districts. Inexpli

Later, in 1867, it
"District Six"

cably, it was the
only one to be left

conveniently located near the
Central Business District. They
had a predilection for commerce.

with a number.
Sketches: Courtesv of Bruce Frank
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fEATURE
K E E P I N G FA I T H

The large number of Litvaks in the area main

affected many minorities, but the Jews incurred
the greatest hostility.

tained their faith, resulting in the establishment

The arrival of the immigrants from Eastern

of many synagogues, the largest being in Roeland
Street, housing a thousand worshippers. There was

Europe precipitated anti-Semitism with some sec
tions of the press being particularly hostile. "The

also the Constitution Street Synagogue and several

Owl", a Cape Town English weekly publication
became the chief exponent with scurrilous carica
tures. The public clamoured for legislation,

smaller ones.

My

early

-G

.

resulting in the passage of the "Immigration

recollections

Restriction Act" in 1902. New immigrants

concerned

had to be able to write in the characters of a

the crowded,

European language. This affected Asians

noisy, narrow

and immigrants speaking Yiddish, which is

streets with
buses

written in Hebrew characters and was not

and

cars slowly

!JO««UWS-

wending their
way through

lllllll

the multitude

Hmm

of people. As

y.BEUGo
i usARTICLES recognzicd as a Europeana
l nguage.

Beinkimiadt, a Jewish bookshop

children, we relished
Simchat Torah. My two brothers and I would run
from one shul to the next—Constitution Street,
Roeland Street and then on to the Gardens. We

received chocolates at each place! Although

the community had religious freedom and was
able to preserve its heritage and traditions, there
nevertheless still existed racial prejudice. This

H.L. PAINTING LTD.
Complete interiors and exteriors
Including special finishes
Ragging, Sponging, Washing etc.

Floor polishing.
Carpet & upholstery cleaning.
General household repairs.
RELIABLE • EFFICIENT • CLEAN
H Y LTO N S H E R
03-7320194 / 052-529437

4 0

PILLARS OF THE
COMMUNITY

The controversy over Yiddish inspired
one of the most outstanding Jewish person
alities in South Africa at the time. Adv. Morris

Alexander, to establish the Cape Jewish Board

of Deputies. The efforts of the Board under Alex
ander's direction, assisted by David Goldblatt,
the editor of the Yiddish newspaper "The Jewish
Advocate" were eventually successful. In 1906,

the Immigration Act was amended recognizing
Yiddish as a European language. As a result,
thousands of Yiddish speaking Jews were able

to escape pogroms and enter South Africa. This
would lead to a further influx of businessmen to
District Six.

On Alexander's death in 1946, General J.C.

Smuts, the Prime Minister, would describe him as

"one of the most distinguished men ever produced
by public life in South Africa". Other Jews also

played a prominent role in Cape Town's early his
tory. Hyman Lieberman was Cape Town's first

Jewish Mayor from 1904 to 1907. He formally
opened the City Hall on July 25,1905. As Mayor
and president of the congregation, he officially

E AT U R E

Hyman Lieberman Institute in District Six, a
cultural and social centre for the poor.

One ofthe many beautification projects executed
with monies bequeathed by Hyman Morris
Lieberman, was the teak door at the Alexander,
National Gallery in Cape Town. It has founder of

history until they find
refuge in South Africa.
Sculptor Herbert

fjV Hw

sula Maternity
Jne in Caledon

StreetfcDistrict sfx. Not ly did we attend :
to inpatients, but we also did confinements at home,

to which we usually walked. Walking in District Six,

ART AND THE CITY

carvings depicting the wandering of
the Jews throughout

h
tePenni-^

RA^

opened the Great Synagogue in the Gardens on
September 13, 1905. He died on June 23, 1923.
His bequests resulted in the establishment of the

the Jewish

Board of
Deputies.

Vladimir Meyerowitz spent four years
carving the door out
of Burmese teak. At

its dedication, in 1934,
the Minister of the

Interior, J.H.Hofmeyr
stated: "He came as

an alien to Cape Town,
a stranger and a member of a race which had had a
bitter path to tread through the corridors of history.
Cape Town dealt kindly with him, and he gave his
heart in return."

Max Michaelis, whom the renowned Michaclis

School of Art is named after, was a generous Jewish
benefactor and a patron of the arts. He donated to
the State an art collection of 68 Dutch and Flemish

old masters, representative of the period of Jan
Van Riebeeck. It was one of the largest and most
valuable collections of paintings ever presented to

particularly at night, could be hazardous because

of the "skollies" (District Six jargon for gangsters
or delinquents). Even the police patrolled in pairs.
However, as long as we were accompanied by a
uniformed nurse we were never molested.

A N A C T O F B A D FA I T H
The Group Areas Act of 1966 declared District

Six, although predominantly inhabited by "nonwhites", a "white" area. This was one of the great
travesties of justice of the apartheid era. Inhabitants
were removed or in the parlance ofthe Authorities,
"relocated" to other areas, and wonderful buildings

reflecting early Cape architecture were destroyed.
The scorched earth left in the wake, was a sad com

mentary of a fiendish policy inflicted on a vibrant,
but defenceless community.
District Six as it was, is no more. Only Beinkinstadt's Jewish Bookshop escaped the bulldozers. A

member of my family, the grandson of the original
owner, still carries on the business. The Bookshop
remains an enriching relic of Cape Town's Jewish
heritage. •

Upliolsterer

LVi will cliangc line old to new
iHIPJ Restores
aikI rc-

upliolslers

the nation. It is housed in "The Old Town House"

in Greenmarket Square in Cape Town.

DOCTORS FOR THE DISTRESSED
As medical students at the University of Cape

antique,
classical and
modern furnitu re.

Town, we were required to do a term of residency at

03^6482792, 050-205680
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yy^EDIA
AMBASSADORS
FOR ISRAEL
In a country that is constantly portrayed and
condemned as aggressive and militaristic, why
is Israel so reluctant to dispatch women to one
of today's most important battle zones - Public
Relations? Heaven forbid they surprise the
male dominated political establishment and
prove to be far more adept at softening the
countty's image and presenting a different
and more compassionate Israel. So, it is left
to outsiders to help salvage the situation.

by David E. Kaplan

ranks of the family of nations. We have paid an
appalling price for this membership."
Freda stresses three reasons why Hasbara
should remain an obsession.

"Firstly, for the dignity and honour of the

Jewish people. What the world says about us is
unfair, untrue and unacceptable. We are obliged

to fight it. Secondly, the war that was once against
Israel has become much wider. Today, it's a war
directed at the Jewish people worldwide and we

are obliged to fight it on their behalf."
The third reason, commands Freda, is - "for our

Freda Keel, a former Rhodesian, and an

survival. If initially the strategy of the Arab world
was to delegitamise the State of Israel, they have
now gone way beyond that. We are now defending

English Hews broadcaster for many years

an attempt to delegitamise the very existence of

on The Voice of Israel, has for the past two
decades waged an unrelenting public relations
campaign overseas, all at her own expense.
Michal Tzarfati (nee Lewis), a graduate of
law, whose parents hail from Durban, has
been on a three week-mission to the USA

addressing audiences on the situation
in Israel. She was part of a group of 45
Israeli students sponsored by American

the Jewish People in this land, in effect, to del
egitamise Jewish history. The plan is to eat away
at the roots, the very bedrock of this Nation. The
message is clear. What is being taught to Arab
children, appearing on Arab websites and TV
networks, is that Jews have no historical belong
ing to this land."

Freda articulates this point, by
citing Arafat's behaviour at the
Camp David talks. "With his back

philanthropist Joey Low. [Ed. see Telfed

to the wall, Arafat had to come up

April 2002]

with a reply to the offer made by
Israel. Arafat's response, "I can't
negotiate with the Jewish people

TRAINS, PLANES
A U TO

over Jerusalem. There is no histori

"I travel conStff

morning, noon and night, spending my life
at airports and 1 always wear something like
a scarf or a brooch that identifies me as an Israeli,"

proudly proclaims ambassador extraordinary Freda
Keet at Telfed's Kfar Saba/Hod Hasharon AGM.
"Israel's obsession with Hasbara is understand

able. Foreign to any other nation's lexicon, the need
ioT Hasbara is tied in with the history of the Jewish
people. Being a pariah nation and reviled and abused
for over 2000 years, we finally made it into the
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cal evidence linking these people
Fredu Keet

to Al Kuds. There is no historical

evidence linking the Jewish people
with our land of Palestine." True, this diatribe is
not new. We've read and heard it all before. But
to have said it before the President of the USA

and that it hardly solicited a ripple of protest was

staggering. If the Arabs can be so brazen in the
articulation of these lies, eating away at the very
legitimacy of the Jewish people to this land, then

M

EPIA

the whole existence of this country is a fake and a
bluff and therefore unacceptable to the family of
nations. The disappearance of the State of Israel

a rallying cry and a slogan and what easier target
than Israel! It will not annoy anyone.^

LEMON-AID' ,

will become an absolute matter of course. It is for

our sheer survival that we have to fight back by
whatever means."

CRISSCROSSINC; AMERICA

'what's the
So, "what's
thegood
good ri^5B^^sks'%eda»>The
Americans have an expression that 'when life deals
you a Inickload of bitter lemons, add sugar and
make lemonade.' When the violence erupted on
American campuses, a disturb

On the lecture circuit,
mainly in America, where

ing phenomenon was revealed.

she has become a familiar

Jewish students, who wanted to

figure to thousands of
Evangelical Christians, {an
80 million strong branch of

fight back, could not, because

Christianity and a powerful
force in American politics),
she is oft asked, "Why is

Jewish leadership got into gear.

the world so obsessed

sations and Jewish philanthro

with Israel?" A classic

pists, intense programmes were
introduced to urgently educate
students on campuses." Freda

example of this obsession,
Freda cites, is the case of
"the UN Geneva Convention of

they knew absolutely nothing
about Judaism and Israel. The

Spearheaded by Hillel, and

funded by community organi

Micbol Tzarfati (centre) with
Iw) fellow ambassadors.

Human Rights, which passed into Internationa!
Law soon after WW2. It has met only once, not
to address the massacres that took place in Afri
ca's Rwanda or Burundi, or in Europe's backyard

stresses that if nothing else comes out of

fit to assemble was to condemn Israel for Human

this recent chapter of unrelenting assaults on Juda
ism and Zionism, "we will at least have developed
an extraordinary cadre of educated and motivated
young Jews. What was once a 'truckload of bitter
lemons' now represents the future leadership of the
community in the USA. They will prove to be a pow

Rights violations? Why?

erful factor in Israel's future."

- Bosnia and Kosova. The only occasion it saw

continued on next page

"They attack Israel because it's easy. Israel is
the equivalent of a cheap date. Attacking Israel
exacts no price. You can't attack any other country

because they all belong to geographic blocks and
the members protect each other. You can't raise the
issue of Tibet because you would offend the Chinese.

UESSOMS

Zimbabwe is taboo at International Conferences.

There was recently a meeting of the UN, where
Zimbabwe was on the agenda, but South Africa
insisted that it be removed. So if you can't discuss

Africa because it will annoy the Africans, viola

over 25 years teaching experi^ce

A

Mornings 9-12

tions in Moslem countries because it will offend

Linda 6arb "

Moslems, what are you safely left with? You need

09-7742713
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M 'D I A
Young, educated and motivated, Michal Tzarfati was staggered at how little American students
knew about Israel. After being selected following
gruelling interviews, Michal and her fellow Israeli
students paired off into small groups and from their
base in New York City, were dispatched to destina
tions across the USA. Her designated States were
Pennsylvania and Ohio.
OPENINO THEIR EYES
Michal began her addresses with, "Close your
eyes and imagine your best friend in Israel being
killed in a terrorist act. Now open your eyes. That
is my life in Israel." It struck a cord every time with
her audiences as the enormity of loss and anxiety

amongst young Israelis was brought home to "young
Americans who live in this bubble, the USA, and
who know so little outside their own experiences

and interests." Michal was speaking close from
the heart, having lost a good friend in a terrorist
attack on a bus. If Michal would return on such a

mission to the USA, she could sadly expand on her

opening address—her dear departed friend's uncle
was killed shortly after in the suicide bombing of
Passing requires only 4
correct

answers.

WORLD S EASIEST QUIZ

1) 116 years
2) Eeuador

3) Sheep and Horses
4) November

5) Squirrel fur
6) Dogs
7) Albert

8) Crimson Red
9) New Zealand
What do you mean,
you failed!?
Pass this on to some

r

r

Mike's Place on Tel Aviv's beachfront.

A six-hour drive from Pittsburgh, "We addressed a
college where there were few Jewish students and
religion was not strong on their agenda. The campus

was overwhelmingly pro-Palestinian and I hardly
began speaking when a student, who had lived in

Ramallah, interrupted me. He started shouting how
Israeli soldiers had shot at his house. His heckling
subsided as I continued my address, and he listened
for the first time to a personal account from the
other side. We went out for lunch afterwards and

we parted on friendly terms."
On Shabbat Michal's group were hosted at a

Reform synagogue two hours out of Philadelphia.
"This shul doubles as a church on Sundays. I spoke
midway during the service, whereafter I answered
questions, which reflected an obvious bias and

ignorance - Why does Israel practice Apartheid
policies? Why is the largest party in Israel in favour
of transfer? Why was Israel so keen to support the
Iraq war? At the end of my talk many congregants
approached me and expressed how little they knew
and asked what they can do for Israel. Most touch

ing, was a 12 year old girl, who pleaded with me
to repeat my talk at her school because she said
the Jews have such a rough time when Israel is
reported negatively in the media."

At Kent State University, "we addressed a huge
audience, which included the leadership of the proPalestinian movements. One of these leaders, 'a
most troublesome individual' as was described to

me by the leaders of Hillel on campus, shocked all
by doing an about turn. He had lived in Gaza for 4

months to get a better understanding of the plight
of the Palestinians. After our talk, he came up to
us and admitted that he should have also lived in

Israel for a period in order to have reached a bal
anced perspective on the issue." What more can
one ask for?
Heed the plea of a 12-year-old girl from Penn

[questions on pace 20! sylvania. The value of good Hasbara should not
and see how well thev do.
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be underestimated. •

JN MEMORIAM
The Chairman, Executive members and staff of the SAZF
(Israel) offer sincere condolences to the bereaved families of:
Yetta Klass, Tel Aviv

Ralph Tobias, Herzlia
Kalma Wortreich, Herzlia

Isaac Balkin, Tsufim
Sadie Juter, Rehovot

Sandra Bransky, Herzlia Pituach

Issy Novick, Nes Ziona
Michael Galland, Ra 'anana

Sam Gorfil, Netanya

Bill Susskin, South Africa

Michaela Melmed, Jerusalem

Yehuda Maskalik, Tel Aviv

Ida Polliack, South Africa

Sylvia Silver, Herzlia

Dr Ralph L.Tobias, prominent ex-Cape Town physician and respected member of the South African

Jewish community passed away on 6"" May 2003 in the Carmel Hospital, Haifa, Israel. He was buried
in Kfar Hassidim, alongside his beloved grandson. Major Avihu Ya'akov, killed in action last year.
Ralph was 87 years old and leaves behind his wife, Helene, four children, many grandchildren and an
ever-increasing number of great-grandchildren.
The Cape Town Jewish community will remember Ralph as a proud Jew and
active Zionist, who made a profound contribution to local Jewish life particularly in

Jewish education, which he saw as the key to Jewish continuity. He was one of the
pioneers of the fledgling Weizmann Primary School, chaired the school committee
in the early 1960s and spent many hours persuading parents to enrol their children in
Jewish day schools. Later, he was to chair the Cape Board of Education and in this
capacity, he involved himself in all aspects of Jewish and Zionist education: staffing,
educational programmes and fund-raising. The growth and success of Jewish educa
tion in the Cape owes much to Ralph's dedicated efforts. His concern for Jewish life, however, was not
only limited to the field of education. He served on the committees of the Hebrew Order of David, the
Green & Sea Point Synagogue and the Jewish Board of Deputies. He also provided voluntary medical

Harold Jankeiowitz Insurances
-y-i Kedar Centre, 19 Haharosht Street (grd.fir.), Industrial Area. Ra anana 43613
Tel: 09-7440387,09-7420456 Fax: 09-7440293

The Professional Name in Insurance For The Kind of Service You Expect
Services in all branches of Insurance
CAR, HOUSE, BUSINESS, TRAVEL, LONG TERM HEALTH CARE, LIFE INSURANCE

We are as near to you as your telephone
45

NMEMORIAM

SHEMEN HAKEAR

C O N T.

B E I T H A B A D K FA R A Z A 1 \

Prociucors of PureX irgin Olive Oil (cold press)

services for various institutions of the Cape Jewish
community, such as Highlands House.

•Pressed Olives

On retiring in 1983, Ralph and Helene made
aliyah. Ralph continued part-time work in national

•Pure honey

psychiatric hospital. He continued his medical stud

•A variety of romlilures

ies well into his seventies and successfully sat for

•Superior Israeli Olive Oil

health clinics and the geriatric ward of the Talbieh

a British diploma in geriatric medicine. In 1992,
•Olive oil based natural cosmetics

Ralph and his wife moved into Beth Protea. He
served as an informal advisor to the medical staff

Special Holiday offer forTelfed members:
(Sept./Oet.)10% discount on all purchases

and suggested substantial changes that significantly
improved the medical services of the home. He
chaired the Shul committee and helped organize

Free deliven for:

social activities.

Holiday Baskets & orders over MS120

Oir/ers may be made by phone
f) lla\ Be'har Slreel. Kf'ar \/ar

•jri. (')•;..Vli-Tiril (),m-'.27m1

Ralph will be sorely missed and deeply
mourned by all that knew, loved and respected
him as a great physician, a caring human being, a
proud Jew, a committed Zionist and a warm and
loving family man.
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Big Daddy's
TA S T E S O F A F R I C A

/ O t
€3 IB

Staff Sgt Matan Gardi of Moshav Moledet in
the Upper Galilee, who was killed by Palestinian
gunmen in Hebron on the 8th June 2003 and was laid
to rest in the military section of
the Moshav's cemetery on June
11 th, had a distinct South Afiican

connection. Matan's grandparents
Mannie and Tzippie (nee Frank)
Kotzen made aliyah in 1962
and settled in Moshav Moledet.

Matan's mother Rina (Joy) is the

Agent Brian 6arb
064-326508 09-7742713

married Ilan Gardi in 1975.Matan

New! Order via the net

Gardi was interred alongside his
closest friend, Tomer Ron, who

www.bigdodd/.co.ii
email'. 0rders@bi9dQddy.c0.il
Now gas pocked - We post worldwide
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Kotzens'younger daughter. She

was killed also in Hebron three
months earlier.
Leib Frank

Member of Telfed's Board of Governors

LASSIFIEDS

I Antique Clock Repairs
All classified advertisements must be paid for in
advance. Cheques are payable to Telfed Magazine,
19/1 Schwartz St., Ra'anana43212. The basic chaige
is NISI 20 for up to 30 words. For an additional sum

of NIB 25 your ad can also appear on our website.
One free ad will begi-anted to new olimfivm Southent

Africa within the first year after arrival.

Antique Clock Repairs: I repair and make new
parts to your old or antique clock. 1 am a specialist
in this field! Countrywide Service. I also buy and
sell classic and unique clocks. Susan (09)772-9222,

(052)430040.

Building and Renovations

Accommodation

Building renovations and alterations, addi
tions, painting, ceramics - by experienced and
reliable person. Speaks English. Phone Ittai:

Kosher B&B Guest House in Johannesburg:

053-585175

For more information and reservations, call now:
tel. 27-11 -485-5006, fax 27-11 -485-5518, or our

Business For Sale

website www.kosherbandb.co.2a. We are here to

Business for sale in Kanyon Hasharon,
Netanya. Long established and highly profit

serve you!

Travel in Johannesburg: If you want to travel
in Johannesburg, Gail can take you around in the
comfort of her car - whether for shopping, sightseeing or just a general lift. Call Gail: 082-3435342
Ra'anana: a spacious room to let, with own
bathroom and toilet, in a comfortable apartment,

with the use of all facilities. Tel. (09)771-4368
Holiday Accommodations, Raanana: Furnished

and air-conditioned 2 and 4-roomed apartments.
Available for short or long term. Tel. (09)774-

able. (09)882-1150.

Carpentry
S.M.K. Carpentry - "When quality counts".
Interior and exterior carpentry, shop fittings, res
torations and renovations. Serving the Northern
areas. To find out more, call Saul on 054-536302,
or (04)659-8921.

Catering

2303, Fax: (09)771-7202. Not Shabbat.

Fonda's Catering - For that special occasion! You
choose the venue—we'll delight your guests! Call

Holiday Apartments - Ra^anana: modem, central,

Nicky 058-488678.

fully-fumished and equipped. Sleeps 6/8,2 bath
rooms, central air-conditioning. Short-temi rentals
available. Contact Ralph or Wendy:054-291455/6,

New Upholster)' and Carpet Cleaning Machines!

Cleaning Services

(09)749-3399, Not Shabbat,

We use the most advanced machinery available

Ra'anana: Rooftop privacy! Beautiful room for
couple/single (non-smokers). En suite shower/
toilet. Kitchenette equipped for light meals. Leads

Scotchgard applicator. Owner/worker - 11 years
experience. Atlas Carpet and Upholstery Cleaners. Michael 052-752594 or (09)767-2453.

onto gorgeous roof-garden. A/C, TV. Short lets

- upholstery and carpets dry in a few hours! 3M

of 1-4 weeks only. Tel. (09)771-2781, e-mail:
shalevs@netvision.net.iI

New Phone Extensions for Telfed Staff;

Ra'anana studio apartment, fully furnished

Aliyah, Klitah. Employment - I; Loans/
Scholarships - 3; Directorate - 4; Accounts - 5;
Magazine - 218 : Keren Telfed - 8: Reception - 0

and air-conditioned, for short-term rental. Ideal

for tourists. Tel. (09)771-2341, 054-906805.
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Tell our community about your product or business.

Telfed Magazine reaches 5,000 homes in Israel, and many more worldwide.
Contact Lena (09)744-6110

Counselling

Hebrew Lessons

Compassionate, Effective Ttierapy with Dr.

difficulties and trauma. Discount to Telfed members.

Hebrew lessons by certified Ulpan teacher, with
many years of successful experience (individual
and groups - at my home or yours). Recom
mendations at request. Call Nili: Tel. (09)9574868, 054-540418, Fax (09)956-7544. e-mail:

(09)771-4955.

taleyall@inter.net.il.

Electrician

Real Estate

Bracha Tova Gross - 25 years experience,

treating women and teenage girls: self esteem,
depression, anxiety. Aliya adjustment, emotional

Shimon's Services - All electrical work, also ceiling
fans, in Jerusalem, Modi'in, Beit Shemesh and Sharon

Areas. For friendly and reliable service, call Shimon
Zack-Mobile: 057-353717,052-953717,Tel.(08)972-

7194, Fax (08)972-7219 (Not Shabbat),

Employment

Exclusive Properties Ra'anana - a "household
name! " We are here to help you with all your
Ra'anana property requirements —buying, selling
or renting. Call Mark: 053-315370 or Ivan (09)774-

2303, Office (09)774-9881/2/3.

Services
SoundTech: for expert advice in sound systems

Telfed/UJIAEmployment Service- Don't forget
to touch base when looking for a job! Ra'anana
(09)744-6110 ext. 219, Tel Aviv (03)696-5244

- acquisition and installation, hiring of sound

Event Management

Taxi Service

Israel-International Events: Specializing in family

Eli s Taxi Service. Finally a N.Y. cabbie in

and corporate events for the local Anglo Market.
•Weddings •Britot 'Bar Mitzvot 'Barmitzvah Shab-

Israel. Polite and Reliable. 24 hours service.

equipment and all repairs; Trade-ins also possible;
Contact Amos: (03)525-2333,055-766882.

All over Israel. Specializing in Airport Service.

batons 'Product Launches •Conferences 'Consul

Tel. (09)746-0015,068-697093.

tancy. Contact Sheldon Ritz at (02)656-3293 or
053-465700; www.eventmanagement.co.il

Translations

Furniture Storage & Moving

Hebrew-English, German-English: fast, accurate,

Store-It-All, Ltd. American-operated, full ser
vice, courteous storage and moving professionals.
Clean, "mini-storage" facility units in all sizes
for personal/business needs. Tel. (03)966-9682,
(08)869-2491. Emergency 058-993024.

Handyman
Your handyman for all your home maintenance
requirements in the Sharon Area: •Painting
•Plumbing ♦Electrical 'Carpentry 'Fencing
•General Repairs 'Pergolas. For a free quotation,
call Craig 058-675235.
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translations at competitive prices: Academic,
Commercial (including correspondence and website
texts), General, Legal, Technical, CVs, Diplomas
and Certificates. Tel: Yonifed (04)996-0622, Mobile:

(053)794276; yonifcd@b-emek.org.il

We Want
Any China, household goods, tableware, silver
plate, glassware, bric-a-bracs or small fumiture
that you can live without? Or moving house? We'll
make you an offer you can live with. Call Sol or
Lorraine, Gallery Lauren, 83 Sokolov Street, Ramat

Hasharon. Tel. (03)540-9481.

Cadhury

has made

Aliyd
Cadbury, the cbocolcite we a\] love & cherish,
is now availdble in Israel.

Cadbury's chocolates and bars are waiting for you
at the retail stores and kiosks near you:
Dairy milk, Fruit and Nut, Whole Nut, Hazelnut,
Flake, Snowflake, Twirl, Nokout,
Drinking Chocolate and Cocoal

And the best news is, The price is also sweet...

V/e Take This Opporttntity
To Wish Our Valued CJieuts

A Peaceful Heatfhy aud

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Thank You Tor Yor Coutiuued Support
South African Airways
Te! Aviv

SoiMn AruiCAN
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Africa^ WarmcM Welcome
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