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1. Introduction:
The Central Zionist Archives is the archives of the Zionist movement. Its records cover the years
1880-1970 and document the growth of the Zionist movement worldwide, the development of
the Jewish Home in Palestine and various aspects of the history of the Jewish people in the last
120 years.
In particular, the Archives aims to collect, preserve and encourage the use of the archives of the
World Zionist Organization, the Jewish Agency, the Jewish National Fund and Keren Hayesod,
as well as the archives of the World Jewish Congress and various other bodies. The CZA also
holds the private papers of individuals active in the Zionist movement and in the development
of Palestine and Israel.
In addition, the CZA houses over half a million photographs, 50,000 maps and plans, over
18,000 posters and announcements, a large collection of ephemera, 13,000 newspapers and
periodicals, a library and a microfilm collection. Along with the Hebrew University, the CZA
also runs the Steven Spielberg Jewish Film Archive, which houses over 3,000 film and video
titles.
Visit the website http://www.zionistarchives.org.il
There is a vast amount of material relating to South Africa in the Central Zionist Archives, that
deals with the history of Zionism and of the Jewish community in South Africa, the Holocaust
and the genealogy of South African Jews. As an ex-South African, paging through the
documents, I felt as if I was living the past history of the country of my birth.
Genealogical research is made up of both primary and secondary sources. The primary sources
may be found in the archives, such as oral history collections, or photograph archives or any
other source that holds original documentation, while the secondary sources may be found in
books or in any other material that enhances the primary source material. The primary source
serves as the basis for research. The primary source material at the CZA is not only of a
historical nature, but of a genealogical nature too. Thus it not only enhances genealogical
research, but also serves to augment the historical aspects of this research, emphasizing the way
in which history and genealogical research are inextricably linked. The historical documents
provide us with the framework for genealogical research as the historical material not only
unfolds the history, but also tells a story.
A large number of the documents consist of lists of names. These names have not be indexed or
entered into a database. In order to index the names, each file within each record group
would have to be examined individually and if a list found, it would be entered into a
database. This is an almost impossible task.

2. Holdings:
The aim of this article is introduce the genealogist and family researcher to material relating to
South Africa in the CZA. The volume of the material in the archives is so extensive that I have
taken just a few examples to give the reader an idea of the different aspects that can be
researched at the archive. For the purposes of this article, I have divided the record groups into
two sections:
A. South African Historical Issues
B. Genealogical research
A. South African Historical Issues:
There is much material relating to the history of South African Zionist activity in the
community, such as the organizing of various Zionist activities and fund-raising events, the
activities of the Jewish National Fund and Keren Hayesod, and correspondence relating to
immigration matters, Youth Aliyah and Machal.
Here are examples of some of the archives that the CZA holds that are relevant to the history
of South African Jewry:
F24 - First and foremost, it should be noted that the CZA received the archives of the South
African Zionist Federation in the 1970s. There are nearly 160 boxes of material reflecting the
wide range of activity of the South African Zionist Federation from its founding until the 1970s.
S5 - Worth noting too, is the material of the Organization Department of the Jewish Agency in
Jerusalem that organized the various Zionist activities that took place, including the Zionist
Congresses and the delegations that represented each country.
S6 - The CZA also holds the papers of the Immigration Department of the Jewish Agency which
contains files of correspondence on immigration (aliyah) from South Africa.
S32 - There files on South Africa in the Youth and Hehalutz Department of the Jewish Agency
which oversaw the activities of the various Zionist youth movements over the years.
L62 – Noteworthy are the papers of the Overseas Volunteer Settlement Office containing
correspondence concerning the Machal volunteers (Mitnadvei Chutz Laaretz) from South
Africa.
A354 – The papers of Chief Rabbi Joseph Herman Hertz contain a wealth of information on
the Jewish community in South Africa.

Following are a number of examples of documents I found on South African Jewry:
From file number S6/4591: This document casts information on the contribution of South
African Jewry to the welfare of the new State.

From file number KKL5/193/7: This example sheds light on the Establishment of the Jewish
National Fund in South Africa and its increased activities.

From file number KH4/10821: The list below of Keren Hayesod donors is one of hundreds of
pages of names in the archive. I found these lists fascinating, as one browses a familiar name
pops up. Born and brought up in Parow outside Cape Town, when I saw a name of a donor
form Parow, I smiled and visualized the person and remembered his shop on Voortrekker
Road.
This page demonstrates the difficulty of entering names onto a database. They are of
genealogical interest as for example taking a name from the list below. A researcher who is
looking for the name Helfand, is given information that M. Helfand was in Wynberg, Cape
Town in January 1934. This information may serve as a springboard for future research.

Below is an example of a questionnaire which appeared in the Jewish Times in South Africa in
1943. These questionnaires were filled out in South Africa and sent to the Search Bureau in
Israel by those seeking remnants of their family whom may have survived the and who they
left behind when emigrating to South Africa.
From files number S4/720: This questionnaire is of genealogical value as it contains the names
of the individuals, address, and their relationship.

2. Genealogical Research:
The CZA holds a number of card catalogues and series of personal files relating mostly to
immigrants to Palestine/Israel, amongst them immigrants from South Africa. These are of great
value to genealogists.
The card catalogues have been scanned and the main details typed into various databases.
The actual card catalogues are not open to the public. Within a few months the typed
databases will be open to the public in the reading room of the Archives. Thereafter, the
intention is to put the databases up on Internet, but that will no doubt take some time. These
files relate immigration to Israel world over and not from South Africa in particular.
These databases are used by the staff of the Family Research Bureau of the Central Zionist
Archives to answer queries. Requests can be make to the search bureau by mail, email or fax.
See the website: http://www.zionistarchives.org.il (Family Research).
The only database open to the public is the passenger lists of immigrants who arrived in Israel
between 1919- 1974. The lists are in Hebrew. In order to make maximum use of the database,
the researcher should have the date and year of immigration, if not the search is almost
impossible. The search can only be carried out at the Archives.
I would like to point out again that there are numerous lists of names in various record groups
in the archives. These lists have not been entered into a database and the researcher will find
them in the files while researching in the various record groups. Therefore if for example the
researcher knows that a member of his/her family was active in Machal, researching the files on
Machal will not only shed light on the history of this period, but may also mention the
individual or family being researched.
Genealogical databases:
Category

Holding Holding Name

Number
Immigration SP6
Card index and files of
Candidates for
Immigration

Immigration SC6

Immigration LC21

Language

Number of Cards

Hebrew

400,000

And immigrants of the
Jewish Agency
Immigration Department,
1919-1969
Statistical Card Index of Hebrew
the Jewish Agency
Immigration Department,
1919-1948
Card index of the
Hebrew
Palestine Office in Riga
for immigrants from
Latvia, 1920-1939

200,000

2,000

Immigration
Search
Bureau

Youth Aliya
Youth Aliya
Youth Aliya
Youth Aliya

Youth Aliya
Recruiting
Demobilization

Immigration registers, 1948- Hebrew
1970
Index of appeals to the Jewish
Hebrew
Agency's Search Bureau for
Missing Relatives

Hebrew card index of Youth
Aliyah children, 1935-1995
Card index of Youth Aliyah
children, 1933-1990
Card index of Children in Youth
Aliyah institutions
Card index of Youth Aliyah
"Teheran Children",
1942-1943
Card index of German Youth
Aliyah children, 1933-1936
Card index of enlistees of the
Recruiting and Demobilization
Offices of the Jewish Agency,
1942-1945

700,000

Hebrew

305,000

English

127,000

English

107,000

English

900

German

3,000

Hebrew

25,200

The material in the CZA is of enormous importance to the researcher. This is the first of
a number of articles which will describe the holdings of the Central Zionist Archive and
the value of these holding to researchers. Further articles will focus on the holdings in
more detail. It is through this material that the researcher can become familiar with
the rich Zionist history of South Africa and the part that individuals played in creating
this history.
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