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Best News in 2000 years

Jews all over South Africa sat glued to
their radios for the live broadcast of the
United Nations vote on Palestine. At two
o’clock on Sunday, it was announced

Celebrating 70 enriching years with the Jewish State, Telfed presents a
chronicle of the pivotal events of the Southern African Community in Israel

constituted government.”
“As I listened to the news on the radio,
I could not stop staring proudly at the
JNF box on our wine cabinet,” said
lawyer Dave Minde in Cape Town.
“Depositing coins all these years in
our private homes; now Jews have a
national home.”
1948

Telfed Sets Up Office

Blue & White. Most Jewish homes in
Southern Africa had a “Blue Box” to
collect money to reclaim land and plant
trees in Eretz Yisrael.

that the required two thirds majority
for partition had been reached. South
Africa had voted amongst the ayes.
At the Board of Deputies meeting the
following day, chairman S.M. Kuper,
K.C. said, “For the first time in 2000
years we are recognized as a People by
the peoples of the world. Now the Jews
of Palestine will be eligible to join that
assembly and play their part in the
United Nations, through their properly

The South African Zionist Federation
(SAZF) recently opened a branch
office in Israel to service SA volunteers
to fight in the War of Independence.
Chairman of the SAZF, Bernard
Gering, said that “As we are sending
Jews to our new state to fight, we need
our own office there to ensure their
welfare.”
Situated in Tel Aviv, the office is a hub
of activity.
“We are dishing out pocket money to
our volunteers to supplement their

Birth of a Nation. A hub of activity, the
Telfed office in the early 1950s providing
services to new olim.

meagre pay packets, provide an
address for their mail and distribute
parcels,” says Mike Udwin, recently
appointed to head the office with the
title of ‘Secretary’.
“There is no organisation like ours,”
says Treasurer Israel Dunsky, who
himself ‘schlepped’ two suitcases of
polony, cigarettes and mail from South
Africa.
[Ed. Note: Over time, the SAZF in Israel,
would become an independent entity
known as Telfed – a telex abbreviation
for Tel Aviv and Federation.]

Call to Arms

A special manpower committee –
the ‘League for the Haganah’ – has
been set up in South Africa by Simie
Weinstein, national organizer, and
Leo Kowarsky, chairman. They
intend to enlist pilots, air mechanics,
continued on page 5

Best Foot Forward. S.A. League for
Haganah ladies on parade.
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

ראש הממשלה

Prime Minister

February 25th, 2018
Adar 10th, 5778

Greetings from the Prime Minister to the
Knesset Aliya, Absorption and the Diaspora
Meeting In Honour of the 70th Anniversary of
Telfed’s Activity in Israel
Dear Friends,
I am pleased to congratulate you on your gathering at the
Knesset to mark seven decades of Telfed’s activities and services, representing
both the Jewish communities in Southern Africa and South African olim to
Israel.
Telfed’s inception is rooted in the War of Independence. Amongst the thousands
of international volunteers that rushed to the aid of our newborn country were
over 800 soldiers from South Africa, many of whom had gained their combat
experience during the Second World War, as part of the allied army.
Southern African volunteers were absorbed into various IDF divisions. Special
mention must be given to their contributions in the Air Force. Jewish pilots
Boris Senior and Syd Cohen left a significant mark on the Israeli Air Force,
as did Cecil Margo, who responded to David Ben-Gurion’s request to come
to Israel and assist in the organization of the newly created Air Force. Boris
Senior’s tombstone in Kfar Shmaryahu includes the symbolic verse from
Isaiah: “I will create new heavens and a new earth”.
From this point, Telfed began absorbing new olim from South Africa. The
biggest Jewish community in Africa is characterized by Zionistic fervor, a
powerful affinity and courageous connection to what happens in our country.
Over twenty five thousand olim have been welcomed by Telfed during its
years of existence. Many have benefited from a community experience, with
assistance in securing housing, employment and education, offering bursaries
for students and support for the elderly.
South African Olim have been a significant force and source of strength to the
State of Israel. In addition to the above, over the years Telfed has assisted olim
from other countries, a praiseworthy endeavor.
I extend warm greetings to you all, and wishes for the continued success in
your important undertakings.

MESSAGE FROM HARRIS GREEN, CHAIRMAN
OF TELFED’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE

Some months ago, Telfed’s Executive decided to create a
special committee to honour the State of Israel’s 70th year of
independence. This year also marks Telfed’s 70th birthday.
Telfed will celebrate this unique milestone in our history
through a series of national and regional events including a
special awards ceremony, a scholarship award ceremony at
the Knesset, a community picnic and various other events.
These events aim to showcase the range of Telfed’s activities
and to recall some of Telfed’s more remarkable achievements.
Aliyah is the most fundamental expression of our commitment to Zionism.
Without the establishment of the State of Israel, the dream to return to our
national homeland would have continued for at least another 70 years.
Without the impressive Klita infrastructure and support system provided by
organisations like Telfed, the State of Israel would never have achieved what it
has during the 70 short years of its existence.
Who, in 1948, would have believed that our beloved country could have
achieved what it has! Despite the on-going security challenges, Israel enjoys
one of the longest life expectancies in the world. We have a strong and robust
economy with unemployment at an all-time low. Who would have believed
that our population would have grown to 13 times from what it was in 1948
and that our supply of natural water could sustain such a large population!
While we have much to be proud of, we must realize we have still have many
serious challenges to overcome.
During its history, Telfed has awarded thousands of scholarships to students,
assisted many economically challenged members of our community, provided
quality housing at affordable rentals to new olim and undertaken a number of
ambitious projects to improve the quality of life in Israel.
As an organization, Telfed could never have achieved what it has without
the vision of its founders and its generous donors who enable us to continue
serving our community. The dedication of Telfed’s staff and volunteers has
also been key towards the successful achievement of its objectives.
I trust this unique edition of The Telfed Times will offer our community a
historical and informative perspective of the past 70 years.

Chag Atzmaut Sameach!
Zvi (Harris) Green

Best Regards,

Benjamin Netanyahu
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MESSAGE FROM THE TELFED LEADERSHIP

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!

 תשע"ח,5778 ערב יום העצמאות

Dear Friends,

Exactly 70 years ago, 804 Southern African volunteers paused their lives to come to fight alongside their Jewish
brothers in Israel’s War of Independence. Following the War of

Dear Friends,

Independence and fueled by their patriotism, many chose to remain
in Israel - the one country they could really call "home".

This April, we are celebrating two very special milestones – the 70th birthdays both of the State
of Israel and of Telfed. It is an occasion marked with great festivity and in recognition of our
conjoined history, we are pleased to share with you this “70th anniversary collectors edition” of our
magazine. It has been quite a journey and we hope that you will enjoy the trip down memory lane,
as we pay tribute to significant moments of Southern African history in Israel.

From that moment, Telfed’s charge has been to attend to the needs
of the Southern African community living in Israel, offering a host of
free services to thousands of people over the years – at every age
and stage of life.

Today, Telfed is honoured to be one of the longest-standing and expansive Aliyah-support
organisation in Israel, being hired to provide guidance in recent years to Australian and Dutch olim.
As you will read in this publication, we have come a long way from helping the well-over 800
brave Southern African soldiers who came to volunteer in the War of Independence in 1948. Over
the past seven decades, Telfed has changed and adapted to the needs of the local Southern African
community, ensuring that Southern Africans have the necessary support to establish and maintain
themselves in Israel. In the last four years, Aliyah numbers from South Africa have risen by
89%. Over and above Zionist fervor, this increase has been fueled by political uncertainty, lack of
employment options and unrest at university campuses.
To meet our growing needs, we have greatly expanded Telfed’s activities and focus from being a
solely Aliyah-based organisation to being a community-based one as well. We recognise that as times
change, so too do the community’s needs and we address all ages and stages of life in various ways:
offering financial assistance to families at risk (including the elderly, single parents, and those
with special needs)
providing rental housing in Telfed managed properties
awarding scholarships
advising on welfare, pension and health care
counselling on employment and integration
support for lone soldiers
organising regional events and sightseeing tours.
As Telfed celebrates its 70th Anniversary together with the State of Israel, we feel a sense of
privilege to be at the helm of such an incredible organization that has been part of the narrative of
Israel since its inception.
There is an old African proverb that says:
“If you want to go fast go alone. If you want to go far, go together”.
As former Africans, we chose to advance “together”.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our wonderful staff, donors and volunteers who
have helped Telfed travel so far and to wish all of you a Chag Sameach as we continue our journey
together.

Dorron Kline
(CEO)
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Batya Shmukler
(Chairman)

Nava Lapid
(COO)

This year our great challenge is to raise NIS 3.7m to cover all our
charitable programmes, especially in light of an 89% increase in
Aliyah figures (2014-17).
We have been granted a tremendous privilege to fulfill the Zionist
dream and witness the rejuvenation of the Jewish People in the
Land of Israel. Will you join with us this April in celebrating Israel
and Telfed’s milestone 70th birthdays, with a holiday gift to help
those who genuinely need some cheer and relief? Each year:
 103 lone soldiers supported whilst they serve our
country far removed from loved ones
 387 people (families at risk) spared poverty (each month)
 1800 employment counselling sessions undertaken,
securing the futures of hundreds of individuals
 452 students collectively receiving NIS 2m in scholarships, allowing them to improve their prospects
 220 people housed in Telfed community buildings
 17,400 recipients of information and guidance from Telfed staff
Your holiday donation can be made in honour of a special person or occasion and will enable us to continue being
there for you, our community members, whenever you may need it. Every bit helps. Really.
You can call the office (09 7907819) or use
the enclosed form and self-addressed
envelope to make your tax-deductible gift.
You can also email donations@telfed.org.il
or visit our website:
http://www.telfed.org.il/donor

As the celebrations mount, we wish you and your loved ones
 חג פסח שמחand also  !חג עצמאות שמחMay you and your family
be blessed tenfold for your kindness – and may there be peace for
Am Israel.
With warm holiday wishes,

Batya Shmukler
Chairman, Telfed

Dorron Kline
CEO

“On a personal level, I feel that my job entails being present during people’s darkest moments.
Knowing that we are helping gives me a tremendous feeling”. Ariela, Telfed’s Social Worker
Keren Telfed (R.A) Registration #:580017614 | 19/1 Schwartz St, Raanana, 4321224 | Tel. 09-7907800 | donations@telfed.org.il
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FROM THE EDITOR

An Incredible Journey
A saga of adventure
as the ‘handsome
couple’ - Israel and
Telfed - celebrate
70 enriching years
together.
Every
Southern
African that has
settled in Israel has a remarkable history
– a tale worth telling. From the young
idealists who came in the days of the
British Mandate establishing kibbutzim
under harrowing physical conditions,
to today’s entrepreneurial pioneers in
the competitive field of commerce and
hi-tech, the spirit of adventure and the
drive for success has entrenched the
reputation of the Southern African in
the history of this nation.
The history of Telfed mirrors the
history of Israel and so throughout
2018, both have much to celebrate as
we toast a “le’Chaim” to the future. At
every juncture of this nation’s history,
you will see footprints of Telfed and the
Southern African community that says:
“WE WERE HERE.”
As one early South African pioneer the late Sam Solomon who emigrated
from the Orange Free State to Palestine
in 1934 - said, “It was so true for me the
Hebrew saying Livnot U’Lehibanot (to
build and be built). I came to build this
country and, in the process, it built me.”
Sam’s experience is a microcosm of the
Southern African experience in Israel.
It has enriched Israel, and in the
process, has enriched itself.

David E. Kaplan
Editor
“Editor’s Note: It would have been a
“Mission Impossible” in “reporting”
seventy years of “news” about the Southern
African community in Israel to include most
persons or events in the allotted number
of pages. I chose the most Monumental
Milestones, and the personalities I selected
to include, I used as ‘Props’ to a ‘Script’ that
belongs to us all – for We Are All The Story
– without exception.
Consequently, even if you appear not
in name, you appear in spirit as having
enriched the State of Israel.”
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radar experts, telegraphists, armourers,
instructors in light arms, artillery men,
armoured car drivers and naval men.
Said Simie, “Over 3,000 Jews have
volunteered to serve in Palestine,
but we are only accepting those with
previous army experience. They will
be known as Machalniks, “Volunteers
from Abroad’.”
[Ed. Note: Simie would be a staff
member of Telfed until his passing, and
Leo served as Telfed’s 4th Chairman.]

Smoky Simon flew out in the first
operational flight over enemy territory.
Flying at low altitude over Jordan
and Syria, they counted hundreds of
enemy vehicles, tanks, trucks, halftracks, armoured cars and transports
moving in from all fronts. Returning

February

Sky’s The Limit

Boris Senior, a WWII veteran pilot,
returned to South Africa to recruit air
force personnel and to buy civilian
aircraft. Armed with a letter from
the Council of Jewish Aviation in
Palestine, he presented himself to the
SAZF. Of the 14 aircraft he purchased

“Good Old Number 10”. Boris Senior
braving himself for the first test flight of a
Spitfire put together with scrapped aircraft
bits and pieces found on former R.A.F.
scrap heaps.

in SA, two crashed en route to Palestine
and one was impounded in Egypt.
In the ensuing weeks, the remaining
rickety old planes were used for night
bombing raids in Gaza and Damascus.
No sooner had they landed when
they were back in action – “there was
hardly enough time to remove their
South African registration marks,”
said Senior. “Bombs were thrown out of
the doors and windows, and machine
guns were fired out of the luggage
compartments.”
May 13

SA Airmen Report Enemy
Advance

Pilot Boris Senior and navigator

Enemy at the Gates. (l-r) Aharon Remez,
Chief of the IAF, Smoky Simon, Chief of
Air Operations, Shlomo Lahat, in charge
of bomber operations and Chris in charge
of maps.

to Tel Aviv for their debriefing at
army headquarters, they could hardly
conceal their anxiety in their report of
enemy positions. The information was
not surprising to those present. “We
know,” sighed Yigal Yadin, Acting
Chief of Staff.
May 14

We’re at War

Aviv. “I felt I was in a movie. The
Egyptian spitfires came over, strafing
and bombing the city. Fortunately,
they didn’t attack our ship, but it was
my induction – this was my first day in
Israel on Israel’s first day, and clearly,
we were at war.” Within hours, Migdal
was in the thick of it fighting near Tel
Aviv, and soon after in the battle for
the Negev. With courage and guile,
the Negev Brigade, which included 25
Southern Africans, made its way down
south. “On one occasion,” continues
Migdal, “we passed a convoy of
Egyptians at night who thought we
were also Egyptians; when we passed
them, we shouted ‘Salaam’,” says
Migdal.
May 18

BLUM ’ing Hell

Settlements in the Galilee are
surrounded by trenches and barbed
wire – each settlement has become
a fortress. Rona Moss-Morris on
Kibbutz Kfar Blum, formerly from
Durban, says, “We are under siege
– cut off entirely. Post, food, and
medicine are dropped from a single
engine plane. Aside from having to
deliver babies and care for the sick

On the same day that David Ben
Gurion declared the establishment of
the State of Israel in Tel Aviv, a young
South African by the name of David
(“Migdal”) Teperson was standing
on deck of a ship off the coast of Tel
Durban to Kfar Blum. Pioneer Rona
Moss-Morris fulfilling her dream in the
new state.

Desert Rats. Southern African
“Palmachnikim” in the Negev Brigade
(l-r) Migdal Teperson, Eddy Magid, Basil
Levin, Philip Nowesenitz, “Nimrod”
Benny Miller, and Max Rosengarten
(behind).

and wounded, we don’t have enough
fuel or food.” Rona recently received
a letter from her parents in Durban
which read, “We hope you have dug
yourself in and have enough ammo to
last out the siege.”
June 1

Raid On Amman

Boris Senior, Commander of the base

RAF, they had never come across the
position of a bomb-chucker-outer,”
chuckled Judah.

Reach For The Sky. Sonny Ospovat, too
young to have served in WWII, sought
out fellow South African Dov Judah at Air
Operations for acceptance into the nascent
Israeli Air Force. Not taken in by his
“doctored log books” of weekend flying,
Judah ordered Ospovat for assessment
at Sde Dov where he passed with flying
colours.

at Sde Dov, led a three-plane surprise
night attack on King Abdulah’s palace
where Arab leaders were expected
to be meeting. Fellow South African
and navigator, Dov Judah related
how he served as the ‘bomb thrower’.
“We circled the city and identified the
palace. I never saw the bombs explode
– only the lights go out.” It was later
learned that the bombs that failed
to explode were sent to laboratories
in London, whose scientists were
bamboozled as to why the bombs
had handles on them. “Clearly, in the

On The Ground. Southern Africans of the
72nd Batallion opposite the Syrian lines at
Mishmar Hayarden include Luther Brand,
Joe Woolf, Ziggy Stein and Stan Medicks
as well as four Holocaust survivors from
Britain.
June 6

Destination Israel

A PAAC Dakota landed today in
Haifa with many Southern Africans
on board. Including Dr. Jack Medalie
and his wife June, the two fighter

Ear of the Enemy. Maurice Ostroff
commandeering a strategic mobile radar
unit near the Weizmann Institute.

Those Magnificent Men in their Flying
Machines. Prime Minister David Ben
Gurion meets Machal pilots. L-r Ben
Gurion, Syd Cohen, Leo Nomis, Bill
Pomerantz and Syd Antin.

pilots Les Bloch from Potchefstroom
and Arnold Ruch of Cape Town,
WITS boxer Melville Malkin and
radar expert Maurice Ostroff.
Some British soldiers and officials were
still in Haifa, and they went through
British as well as newly appointed
Israeli immigration officials. Ostroff
Telfed 7

fell into conversation with a British
major who said, “You’re bloody crazy
coming here at this time. Don’t you
know what’s going on?”
As calmly as possible, Ostroff replied
that his group were on a world tour
that included passing through the new
Israel. “I will never forget how, pointing
towards Haifa port, he gloated, “That’s
where the Arabs are slaughtering the
f…. Jews. We’re pulling out, but it
won’t take two weeks before the Jews
will beg us to rescue them.”

Ben Gurion instructed Margo, “Learn
what you can, see who you want to see,
talk to whomever you wish, and let me
have your recommendations.” Within
10 days, Margo put into effect his plan
of operations – a relatively small fighter
bomber force. He confirmed Aharon
Remez as AOC and appointed fellow
South African Dov Judah, Director
of Operations, with Smoky Simon as
Chief of Air Operations.

June

Following the collapse of the
international postal service with the
sudden withdrawal of the British from
Palestine, Telfed and Peltours, the
leading travel and tourist enterprise in
Israel, have joined forces to introduce
Peltours Mail, keeping intact Israel’s
links with Southern Africa.

Home Away From Home

“Of all the volunteers in our new
Israel, the Southern Africans are the
most privileged to have their own
SAZF office brooding over them like a
mother hen,” says its Secretary, Mike
Udwin. “Apart from providing pocket
money, and an address for mail and
parcels from South Africa, we regularly
organise social gatherings. There is no
organization like ours. I foresee that
after the war, many will want to stay in
Israel and make a life here.”

Telfed Takes Up ‘Post’

July

Israeli Air Force Takes Off

The fledging Israeli air force received
a shot in the arm with the arrival in
mid-July of Cecil Margo, ex-SAAF,
a lieutenant colonel with a DSO and
DFC. “I give you an open directive,”

Bag This. With no postal services
between South Africa and Israel, Telfed
initiates mail-bag deliveries between the
two countries.

‘Plane’ Truth

While On The Nile. Jabo, returning
from South Africa in 1937, is greeted by
Shmuel Katz (back to the camera) at a
stopover in Cairo on the Nile.

Time Out. South African air crew on
leave on Tel Aviv beachfront (l-r) Max
Bentel, Elliot Rosenberg, Norman Isaacs,
and “Simie” Waks.
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doctor on the staff of Johannesburg
General Hospital, and the last medical
practitioner to leave the British
Internment Camp in Cyprus, has set up
a large clinic in the “tent city” of Rosh
Ha’ayin for the surge of immigrants
arriving from Yemen.
[Ed. Note: The maternity wing at
Ashkelon’s Barzilai Hospital, which
opened in 1961 with the financial support
of the South African Zionist Federation,
was named after Dr. Mary Gordon.]

Granted land by the JNF, Telfed is
building a new neighbourhood in
north Tel Aviv which will house the
“Machalniks” and others who wish to
remain in Israel. Known as Shikum
Machal, the apartments are being built
on Smuts Boulevard, named in honour
of the former Prime Minister of South
Africa, Jan Smuts, an ardent supporter

A ‘Skou’ of Force

The Benny Skou, a 6,300 ton Danish
vessel, dropped anchor today off Tel
Aviv, having left Cape Town three
weeks ago. The cargo on board is vital
for the Jewish refugees who reached
Israel with little more than the clothes
on their backs. Amongst the foodstuffs
are dehydrated vegetables, medical
supplies, linen, clothing, toiletries
and cigarettes. Thanks to the Zionist
Federation, which mobilised the Cape
Town Jewish community, displaced
persons from war-torn Europe will be
receiving the basics for the necessities
of life for the first time in ten years.

Taking Off. A delegation of South
African Jewish leadership headed by
South Africa’s Chief Rabbi Louis Isaac
Rabinowitz (centre) at the inauguration
of Universal Airlines, precursor to El Al
Airlines at Lydda (Lod)

Within six months of the founding
of the Jewish State, the airline was
incorporated as a founding member of
Israel’s new international airline El Al.
1949

‘On Board’ With Supporting DPs.
Telfed reception committee on board the
“Benny Skou” in Tel Aviv Harbour. Telfed
Chairman Joseph Janower (third right)
and Telfed First Secretary, Mike Udwin
(far right).

Mary Makes Her Mark. “Tent City”
where Dr. Mary Gordon established her
clinic for Yemenite immigrants in muddy
conditions in Rosh Ha’Ayin. From saving
lives on the streets of Johannesburg during
the Rand Rebellion in 1922, to saving
lives in the British internment camp
in Cyprus, Dr. Gordon is now saving
Yemenite lives in the new State of Israel.
April

Super Syd

Dr. Mary Gordon, the first woman

With the war over, 101 Squadron
commander Syd Cohen, flew out of
Lod Airport on a Universal Airlines
flight back to South Africa to resume

Magnificent Mary. At the foundation
stone ceremony of Ashkelon Hospital
mayor, Leo Tagar,(left), Minister of
Health Yisrael Barzilai, and Dr. Mary
Gordon. Tagar, a former Vice Chairman of
the SAZF was elected the second mayor,
following its first mayor, another former
South African, Dr. Henry Sonnabend.

Telfed Honours Machal. In 2002, Telfed
honoured the Machalniks at an event at
Beth Protea. (l-r) Smoky
Simon, Maurice Ostroff and ace fighter
pilot, Syd Cohen.

Doctor Does ‘tent’ calls

medical studies. Four fighter planes
escorted the charter flight for 30 miles
and gave a final “waggle” of thank
you before returning to base. Ezer
Weizman, who took over from Cohen,
had this to say. “The essence of Syd was
a combination of skill, unflappability
and modesty. You left his briefing
and de-briefing sessions enlightened.
I learned more than the skills of the
fighter pilot from Syd.”

Building A Future

September 9

Katz for Knesset

Shmuel (Muki) Katz, who arrived
in Palestine in 1938 and served as a
member of the Irgun Zvai Leumi, has
been elected to Israel’s first Knesset.
“Jabotinsky was my inspiration,” Muki
told The Telfed Times. “I was 15 when
I heard him speak in Johannesburg and
he told us not to be spectators but to be
actively part of the solution.”
[Ed. Note: Muki was honoured by Telfed
in 2009 with a Telfed Zion Award for
his contribution to society. Muki was the
last commander of the Irgun in the battle
for Jerusalem in 1948.]

Westair, a fully-fledged airline, owned
and operated by the SAZF, has now
become the foundation stone of El
Al airlines. During the recent war, the
plane which flew in twice a week from
South Africa would - after offloading
passengers and goods - fly urgent food
and military supplies to the kibbutzim
in the south that had been cut off by
the Egyptian army. Company director
Morris Borsuk, said “We started with
a fleet of three Dakotas and later added
a fourth. In due course we changed
the name to Universal Airlines.”

Unshakable Frienship. Chief Rabbi Prof.
Israel Abrahams of The Great Synagogue,
Cape Town with his friend, Prime
Minister Jan Smuts.

of the Jewish state. In a 1934 letter to
Chief Rabbi Dr. Juda L. Landau,
Smuts wrote of how honoured he was
by the SAZF “for proposing that a tract
of land in Palestine should be called
after my name….My work for Zionism
has from the first been a labour of love
and gratitude. The services of the small
Jewish people to humanity have been
incomparably great and our western
civilization today still lives largely on
the visions of Hebrew prophets and
seers…..Hence my original connection
with the shaping of the policy of the
national home and my deep interest in
its execution ever since.” Part of the
Telfed 9

Smuts “connection”, was his role in
facilitating the Balfour Declaration of
1917.

hostel rooms on three floors intended
for temporary accommodation for

1953

Jack Geri Appointed Minister

Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion
has appointed former South African
Jack Geri (Gering) to the position of
Shaping Up. Telfed’s new “Hostel” opens
for young Southern Africans.

newcomers – singles and young
couples without children.
“This is a proud achievement in our
mission to promote Aliyah and assist
in Klita,” says Telfed director, Sam
Levin.
1956

Suez Sparks Volunteers
Man in the Ministry. Following South
African Shmuel “Muki” Katz who sat
in Israel’s first Knesset, another South
African, Jack Geri, has been appointed
by Prime Minister Ben-Gurion as his
Minister of Commerce & Industry.

As dark clouds again loom over the
Middle East, Telfed braces to welcome
volunteers from Southern Africa.
“The project, known as Nachal and
conceived by Ben Gurion, involves

Minister of Commerce and Industry.
Geri is the former Managing director
of African-Palestine Investments
which took over Tiberius Development
Company and the Palestinian Cold
Storage. Geri is held in high regard due
to his prestige of the “South African
Group”, the name given to several
enterprising Southern Africans who
established major companies in Israel
in finance, construction, industry,
insurance and tourism.
1954

Telfed Tackling Construction

Completed this year, Telfed unveils
its hostel complex on land on the
Givataim-Tel Aviv border. Dedicated
to those who had fallen in Israel’s
defence, the new complex consisted of
10 Telfed

“and hopefully others who will stay
on and settle in Israel,” says Telfed
Director, Sam Levin.
One of 30 Southern African volunteers
who arrived in November was Roy
Schweiden, who recently completed
his studies in chemical engineering
at WITS. “The training is tough, the
food lousy, but the atmosphere is
fantastic.” Over 150 Southern Africans
volunteered for service during the
Sinai Campaign.
Another volunteer was Arnie
Friedman from Cape Town. “On
the third day of arriving in Israel we
were drilling in uniform. Our katzin
(“officer”) was less than impressed.
He took one look at our overweight
and scruffy crowd standing before him
and bellowed in broken English, “Why
did they not send us money to buy arms
instead of you useless lot.” We were
taken by surprise.”
So was the officer three weeks later.
“We lost weight; trained seriously and
really showed him,” says Arnie.
1957

Telfed ‘On Air’

The unmistakable voice of Telfed staff
member Simie Weinstein is being
heard in homes in Southern Africa as
he reports on events in Israel. ‘Kol Zion
Lagola’, a project of Telfed, includes
regular direct broadcasts to SA in
English and Afrikaans. In addition,
there is a weekly feature on the

Pulling His Leg. Arnie Friedman
receiving treatment to his foot from Phil
Minster after a ‘blistering’ root-march
with Harold Kaufman lending a ‘hand’.

youth who serve both militarily and
who work on the land,” says David
Dunsky, Chairman of Telfed.
Telfed once again is geared to meet the
demands of another wave of volunteers

Voice Of Telfed. Leo Camron recording
messages in Israel to family and friends
in Southern Africa via Telfed’s Kol Zion
Lagola.

activities of Southern Africans settled
in Israel and a weekly talk – ‘From the
Federation’ - by Telfed director, Sam
Levin.
1959

From Colesberg to Ashkelon

Every dark cloud has a silver lining.
When the synagogue in Colesberg in
the Cape Province had to be sold, the
proceeds were transferred to Telfed to
finance the building of a synagogue in
Ashkelon for a burgeoning community
of new immigrants. Ashkelon is a city
established and initially administered
by Southern Africans. Sam Levin,
Telfed director explains: “When news
reached SA about the horrors of the
Holocaust, a special fund called the
‘South African Jewish Appeal’ was
set up to provide aid to survivors in
Europe. When these refugees started
streaming into Palestine/Israel, it was
decided to reallocate these funds to
provide housing for them and the
project of Ashkelon was born.” A
company called ‘Afridar’ was formed
and built 468 cottages overlooking the
Mediterranean. The first mayor was
South African Dr. Henry Sonnaband.
He was succeeded by Leo Tager, a

former Vice Chairman of the SAZF.
South Africans filled the posts of town
clerk and treasurer. Many of the streets
are named after South African cities
such as Kaapstad, Bloemfontein and
Johannesburg.
1961

First Family Ulpan

The Jewish Agency is thankful that
Holding Court. Judge Joseph Herbstein
addressing a meeting on his vision of
scholarships for Southern Africans in
Israel.

Sizzling Sixties. The warm reception
at the Telfed HQ in Hayarkon Street is
the meeting place for Southern African
immigrants and tourists where they can
also read South African newspapers.

the unused barracks in Shikun Dora,
near Netanya, have been taken over
by Telfed to create a family ulpan
for Southern African olim. “Telfed
undertakes to fill ulpan Ben Yehuda
with Southern Africans in years to
come,” says Israel Dunsky, Telfed’s
new Chairman.

out Telfed’s first ten scholarships to
South African students “who one day
will be our future leaders.”
[Ed. Note: Today Telfed administers
over 120 trusts and presents over 450
scholarships annually.]

June

1967

Six Day War

“A week ago, I was selling mens’
clothing in South Africa; now I am
up at 5am every morning, picking
plums at Kibbutz Shamir on the Syrian

1963

Telfed In Session

A ‘Golda’ Moment. Foreign Minister,
Golda Meir visiting South Africa’s
enterprising housing development in
Ashkelon with South African Max Spitz
(left), the “Father of Israel Lawn bowls”
and who initially headed Ashkelon’s
Management Committee and headed
thereafter by Louis Pincus, who also
served as El Al’s first Managing Director.

Esteemed South African Supreme
Court Justice, Joseph Herbstein from
Cape Town - a life-long Zionist and
whose daughter Nina was one of the
founding members of Kibbutz Shoval
in the Negev – has made Aliyah and has
performed an act that is likely to set the
course for Telfed’s future. Believing
education is the key to success, earlier
this year he established a Bursary and
Scholarships Committee that within
a few months, already administered
three trust funds. It was an “enriching
experience” expressed Herbstein,
when at a special ceremony, he handed

Hey There! Volunteer Solly Sacks (left)
from Johannesburg is having ‘a field day’
on Kibbutz Schluchot.

border,” said Paul Bernstein, one of
hundreds of volunteers from Southern
Africa. “Telfed has been in the thick
of it keeping tabs on these volunteers
dispersed all over the country,” says
Telfed 11

Telfed Director Leib Frank. A South
African who became a Zionist on day
one of the war was 28-year-old Asher
Cohen. “I was waiting for a bus at
the Central Bus Station in Jerusalem
on the 5th of June when the shelling
started. I boarded a bus a moment later
and during the journey, a jeep next to
us was hit by a shell.”
“The summer of ’67 would profoundly
touch the lives of so many in our
community,” said Frank.
One such was Sidney Shapiro
who, as leader of the Student Jewish
Association (SJA) at UCT, called
a meeting on the eve of the war at a
public hall in Mowbray. “It was exam
time and I thought few would attend.
The hall was bursting at the seams;
students went crazy, donating money
and volunteering to leave at once
for Israel.” Convincing parents and
postponing exams, Shapiro was soon
on a flight of volunteers and within
days found themselves picking fruit in
the orchids of Kibbutz Schluchot.
“As in 1948, 1956 and now in 1967,
we are ready to provide services to our
volunteers,” says Telfed Director Leib
Frank, who knew all about war, having
been injured in 1942 on the first day of
the Battle of El Alamein. “I only hope
that we will know peace in the future
and that we will have immigrants from
Southern Africa to build rather than
volunteer during war.”
1968

Ben Gurion Visits SA

Motivated by the positive potential
impact a visit to South Africa of

Friendly Persuasion. Telfed’s Leib Frank
(left) and Leo Kowalsky appealing to Ben
Gurion at Sde Boker to visit South Africa.
12 Telfed

Israel’s first Prime Minister, a Telfed
delegation visited his home on kibbutz
Sde Boker. “He was not keen,”
explained Telfed Director Leib Frank,
“as he felt uneasy with South Africa’s
apartheid policy. However, only after
we explained that the Jewish youth
too were against Apartheid and that
we believed he could inspire many to
make Aliyah, did he agree.”
While in Cape Town, Jewish student
leader, Sidney Shapiro was designated
Ben Gurion’s personal driver.
“It was an amazing experience,”
revealed Sidney. “I would be woken
at 2.00am to take him on a drive all
over Cape Town. And then he would
want to engage in the most intense
philosophical discussions.”
Did the “old Man” try and convince
Shapiro to make Aliya?
“Thankfully I had already decided to
make Aliyah, otherwise … I mean who
wants to argue with BG!!”
1970

Off To See ‘Lizzie’

Former South African Michael
Comay, a veteran officer in the Israel
Foreign Service has been appointed
Israeli ambassador to the Court of
St. James. Comay had succeeded in
1959 Abba Eban, (also born in South
Africa), as Israel’s ambassador to the
UN. While back in 1953, as Israel’s
first ambassador to Canada, he helped
persuade Ottawa to sell 24 fighter jets
to Israel in 1956 thus bringing about
a shift in the military balance in the
Middle East.
More than two decades earlier, Comay
had given up his law practice in Cape
Town to bring his wife Joan and their
two children to Palestine. While Joan
was smuggling arms for the Jewish
underground, Comay, avoiding arrest
by the British, was sent to the UN in
1947 to help lobby for world support
for an independent Israel. “It was
essential to work for the creation of a
Jewish State and I felt I had to make a
personal contribution.”

for SA olim, and a Rental Housing
Committee was formed with Josie as
Chairman. First order of business,
“is to find a suitable plot of land to
build an apartment complex to offer
affordable accommodation for new
olim.” Looking first at Kfar Saba and
then switching to Ra’anana, “People
are saying we are nuts!” said Josie.
“The place is a tiny village. There
are few South Africans there; for
that matter there is little of anything
there. However, what I say, is what
characterizes Telfed - FORESIGHT;
I’m sure this will take off.”
1973

October Days of Tension
Royal Treatment. Amb.Michael Comay
and wife Joan shortly before presenting
his credentials to Queen Elizabeth II
1972

Sights On New Heights

“These are days of acute anxiety,”
said Adv. Hertzel Katz a member of
the Telfed Executive who advocated
bringing out volunteers from South
Africa following the outbreak of the
Yom Kippur War. “Not only is there
concern for the welfare of soldiers on

A member of Telfed’s Absorption
Committee, Josie Shlain proposed
the concept of “Rental Housing”

the front line, but Israel’s agricultural
economy is facing an extremely
difficult time through lack of essential
manpower on our kibbutzim and
moshavim. We also need doctors.”
One of many SA volunteers responding
to the call was Dr. Teddy Edelstein,
an obstetrician and gynecologist, who
was stationed at Poriah Hospital near
Tiberius. “During my seven weeks
here, I delivered 113 babies. I didn’t
know any Hebrew but my nurse was
originally from Holland and so I spoke
to her in Afrikaans. But when it came
to push, I just screamed ‘Kanula’
which in Zulu means push. There
are 113 mothers out there today who
I am sure will never forget the word,
Kanula!”
Edelstein says that after 11 days, he
called his wife in South Africa and
said, “Marcia, for the first time in my
life, I am not working for money, and
I love every minute of it. It is the most
rewarding experience of my life. I
want to come live here. She thought I
was crazy.”
[Ed. Note: Thankfully Teddy was
“crazy” for there are many in Israel
today who were brought into the world
through the gifted hands of Teddy.]

June

1975

Opening New Doors

Shape of things to Come. Telfed Office
and apartments in Ra’anana.

Price of War. The Yom Kippur War (6
Oct-26 Oct) cost the lives of 17 Southern
Africans, including Dudi Silbowitz
(above) who fell in the same tank in the
Sinai with fellow South African, Neil
Freed, both from Kibbutz Yizreal. A top
student and gifted sportsman, Silbowitz
turned down a Rhodes Scholarship to
fulfill his dream of making Aliyah.

In 1975, Telfed moved office from
Hayarkon Street to Clal Building in
the heart of Tel Aviv. At a special
ceremony, South Africa’s former Chief
Rabbi, Louis Rabinowitz duly affixed
a mezuzah to the front entrance. It was
a far cry from the time in 1946 when as
Chief Rabbi he stood before a crowd
of Johannesburg Jewry at Balfour Park
and tore off his British wartime medals
in protest against the British arrest of
the leaders of the Jewish Agency. “I am
ashamed of these,” he bellowed. Three
decades later, on the 15 June 1975 he
was most proud affixing a Mezuzah to
Telfed’s new office. “May it protect
all those who labour within these
walls, enriching future generations of
Southern Africans in Israel.”

1976
July

Entebbe Rescue

Amongst the 100 IDF commandoes
that pulled off the most heroic recuse
mission of the 20th century at Entebbe
Airport 4000 km away in Uganda,
were two South Africans – a 36-yearold doctor, Jossy Factor, originally
from Pretoria, and a 21-year-old,
Ricky Martin, originally from Port
Elizabeth. Factor, who was part of
the medical team that stayed in the
Hercules, said “It took 40 minutes
for the first casualties to arrive. The
waiting was the worst. We felt like
sitting ducks as the battle ensured. In
the end we needed only six stretchers,

Sterling Service. IDF Chief of Staff,
Ehud Barak pins further rank on Dr. Jossy
Factor.

one of which we used for Yoni
Netanyahu, who died on the way to the
aircraft.”
Tasked with getting away safely,
Martin’s unit took care of the Russian
Migs on the airport tarmac. “The real
danger what that they could give chase,
easily catch us, and shoot us down. We
took no chances and blew them up with
anti-tank missiles.” Adds this warrior,
“We stopped for coffee in Nairobi on
the return flight home.”

Bat Dor Triumphs in SA

The Bat Dor Dance company has
returned from a month-long tour
of South Africa during which they
received rave reviews for their 27
performances before 30,000 lovers of
Telfed 13

modern ballet. The company’s artistic
director and principal dancer, Jeanette
Ordman, who was born in South
Africa and who created the company
in 1968, was singled out by all the
critics for her masterly performances.
Supportive of Southern Africans in the
arts, “Telfed is proud to have been a
supporter of Bat Dor,” says Telfed
Director, Leib Frank.

The Flying Ordman. Ballerina
extraordinaire, Jeannette Ordman doing
the grand jeté.
May 1976

Telfed Goes Flat Out in
Ra’anana

Foundations are being laid for Telfed’s
5-storied apartment building in
Ra’anana, which will provide rental
accommodation for new immigrants
from Southern Africa. Chairman
of Telfed’s Building and Housing
Committee, Josie Shlain, reported that
“following our success with our hostel
in Givatayim, we are now providing for
new immigrant families in the Sharon
area.”
1978

Bowled Over

Norman Conquest. The ‘Abba of Israeli
bowls’, Norman Spiro in a local Israeli
advertisement.

in introducing bowls to Israel, now
want to bring it into the heart of the
epicenter of emerging SA suburbia “Ra’ananafontein”. A delegation led
by Abe Bik, approached Telfed for
assistance in establishing a bowls club
in Ra’anana, and being very sporting,
Telfed has undertaken to provide the
seed money for the proposed bowls
and social club. “I have no doubt this
will bolster the sport in Israel and I
look forward to enjoying a “dop” at
the clubs pub in the future,” expressed
a chain-smoking Durbanville-born
Norman Spiro who is making a name
for himself as the top sports writer on
bowls in Israel.
[Ed. Note: The charismatic Spiro, a
former “Machalnik” who helped found
the real estate company Anglo Saxon,
would later use his expertise in heading
Telfed’s property management company
– ISRENTCO. In her interview for the
job as his secretary, Sharon Bernstein
when asked “do you smoke?”, her
affirmative reply, “assured me the job,”
laughs Sharon.]
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Southern Africans, who led the way

Mountainous Manof. From urban centres
in South Africa, young families sought
a new lifestyle on top of a mountain in
northern Israel.

the official opening of Telfed’s latest
housing
developments,
Moshav
Manof, perched on a mountaintop in
the Segev region. Home to 40 South
African families, three years ago it
was a windswept empty stretch of
rocky, hilly terrain. “Manof is a dream
scheme,” said one of the pioneering
residents, Les Amdur. “It is a
completely new way of life.”
“Manof means crane in Hebrew, so
most appropriate, because before the
road was built, we felt we needed a
crane to get up here,” mused resident
Sidney Kaplan.

Telfed Opens New Building
Telfed’s

new

10-story

apartment

complex – adjacent to the existing
hostel building in Tel Aviv – features
open balconies, in sharp contrast
to the prevailing architecture in the
neighbourhood. Consisting of 41
apartments ranging in size from two
to five rooms, “this development
offers first-rate housing for our olim,”
says Max Miodownik, who was
Telfed Chairman at the time when the
decisions were made to build for new
olim.
1984

Telfed Logic Prevails

“It is not logical for Western olim to
be forced to purchase apartments of 68
sq.m or less,’ argued Telfed Director,
Itz Stein, when Telfed presented the
case on behalf of the SA community
to the Israeli Cabinet. The existing
regulations permit olim to receive a
mortgage only if they purchase small
apartments. Prime Minister Shimon
Peres was convinced, and the cabinet
approved the cancelation of the
mortgage restrictions for Southern
African olim. Telfed expects all
Western immigrants to soon benefit
from its initiative.

Saba – it will take the name of Kochav
Yair. Julius Weinstein, who had
been Chairman of the SAZF in South
Africa describes how it all began. “I
had suggested to my good friend Arik
Sharon, Minister of Housing, that
he should find a tract of land suitable
for South Africans – “something with
a view of the sea if you realistically
expect them to make Aliyah.” So
Weinstein arrived in Israel and
together with a combined delegation
of SAZF and Telfed, “Arik schlepps us
to this tract of land near Kalkilya. Not
wanting to sound ungrateful, I said,
“Very nice Arik, but where is the sea.”
“Aren’t you a visionary? Remember
Herzl?” he said.
“I must speak to potential home buyers
about Herzl?
“When your South African olim build
their fancy, double-story homes with
balconies,” bellowed Sharon, “they
will be high enough to see the sea.”
The rest is history!
May

Memorial to SA Fallen

A large gathering of the SA community
in Israel congregated at a special
ceremony at the Golani Junction

1986

Sea’ing Is Believing

their lives, since the first, Avraham Katz,
fell in the defence of Kibbutz Chanita on
the 1st July 1938.]
1987

Telfed Leads The Way

Breaking away from traditional
absorption
frameworks,
Telfed
introduces a new concept of direct
absorption, soon to be adopted by the
Ministry of Absorption. Bypassing
absorption centres, “new immigrants
are taken,” says Telfed director,
Sidney Shapiro, “to fully furnished
apartments. We have chosen Rishon
Lezion for a large contingent of South
African families. The local municipality
assists us in setting up an ulpan and
special classes in schools while Telfed
undertakes to find the apartments at
the best possible rentals. The Jewish
Agency provides the furniture and
the Ministry of Absorption allocates
special subsidies.”
December

A new settlement pioneered and
championed by Telfed is taking shape
on the barren hills north-east of Kfar

Top Spot For Hot Shot

Following nearly two decades after

1981

Mountain View

Over 500 people came to celebrate

Building a Future. Adjoining the
Hostel built in 1953, Telfed’s new rental
apartment complex under construction in
Tel Aviv.

(Kosher meat but no kashrut certiﬁcate)

Star of the Sharon. Sid Shapiro, Annette
Milliner-Giladi, Minster of Housing Arik
Sharon, Jack Rabin and Leon Charney
visit Kochav Yair in the Sharon.
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to unveil the memorial which pays
homage to soldiers of Southern African
origin who have died in the service
of the State of Israel. The memorial
sculpture designed by South African
born sculptor from Kibbutz Ma’ayan
Baruch, David Fine, is slit down the
middle depicting the lives cut short.
[Ed. Note: 87 Southern Africans have lost

War & Remembrance. A recent photo of
the Memorial sculpture to the Southern
African fallen at Golani Junction.

Inspiring Leadership. Telfed honours
Mendel Kaplan (right) on his new
position. Congratulating him are Telfed
Executive members Nick Alhadeff (left)
and Leon Charney.
Telfed 15

the late Louis Pinkus, a South
African whose work with the Jewish
Agency spanned many years and
key positions, including Treasurer
and Executive Head, another South
African, has reached a top position in
the organization. Mendel Kaplan has
been elected Chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Jewish Agency.
He is the first South African to attain
this position and is determined to
restructure the organization “to meet
the needs of both Israel today and in
the 21st century.”

Heartwarming

Born in the same little room in
Krugersdorp “that I was conceived in”,
Professor Joe Borman led the team at

Joe’s All Heart. Prof. Joe Borman (right)
after performing heart surgery in 1969 on
an Arab child.

Hadassah in August 1987 to perform
the first successful heart transplant.
Describing the tension in the operating
room following the transplant,
“You could hear a pin drop with
everyone holding their breath. We
applied electric shock and waited for
the heart to come to life. It kind of
trembled, but I did not know if it would
pick up. Then there was another little
beat, then another slightly stronger,
and as it began to pound so did mine,
as I knew we had pulled it off.”
1989

Tennis Star to Tennis Czar

President Chaim Herzog has presented
the Israel Prize to Dr. Ian Froman for
his outstanding contribution to youth
and sport in Israel. Leaving dentistry
to follow his dream of making tennis
accessible to all, Froman embarked
on a journey which culminated in
the opening of the first Israel Tennis
Center (ITC) in Ramat Hasharon.
Froman’s philosophy has always been
that “youngsters come first,’ and the
results can be seen - from the affluent
areas to the development towns - of
young Israeli children in tennis attire
trotting off to practice after school.

Joffe Jankelowitz
Insurance Agency (2010) Ltd.
Elementary: Car, House,
Business & Travel
Private Health: Health Insurance
and Frail Care (Siudi)
Life: Life Insurance, Pension, Gemel
and Hishtalmut Funds
Tel: 03-6329112/3 Fax: 03-6329116
POB 6935, Kiryat Matalon, Petach Tikva
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1990

The Russians Are Coming

Dentist & Destiny. Dr. Ian Froman (right)
receives 1989 Israel Prize from President
Chaim Hertzog on Israel’s Independence
Day.

Telfed Wins Tender

Amutat Eyal (Springbok), established
by Telfed has won the tender for
tracts of land for the building of
houses in a settlement which will be
called Tsur Yigal. Allocated 450 plots
by the Ministry of Housing, “it is
expected,” says Telfed Chairman Leon
Charney, “that Tsur Yigal, similar
to neighbouring Kochav Yair, will
soon have a new flourishing Southern
African community.”
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Now the plot

Telfed’s property managing company,
ISRENTCO is in top gear responding
to the appeal from the Israeli
government to assist with the massive
influx of Russian Olim. In fact, Telfed
staff member, Jonathan Davis is
stationed at the Russian transit camp in
Italy at Ladispoli to sway them to make
Aliyah rather than move elsewhere.
Many of those that Davis directed to
Israel moved into rental apartments in
Rishon Lezion organised by Telfed’s
Project Committee, headed by Jack
Rabin. “We were ready for them,”
says Rabin.
“In the late 1980s and early 1990s,
we shifted focus from the Absorption

the guest of honour at a reception
given by Telfed at Beth Protea, the
community’s new retirement home
still under construction in Herzliya.

Show Flat. Touring the ‘sprouting’ of
Beth Protea are (l-r) Sidney Shapiro,
Solly Sacks, Morris Borsuk and Maurice
Ostroff.

Telfed Chairman Nick Alhedeff, in
welcoming the State President, spoke
of the contributions Southern Africans
have made to the State of Israel,
and citing “Beth Protea as a shining
example.” Designed by South African
architect Gert Guttman, Beth Protea
will provide the most modern facilities,
including a frail-care unit, an indoor
heated pool and a synagogue.

Undaunted by Scuds

From Russia With Love. Sidney Shapiro
(left) wishing fellow Telfed staff member
Jonathan Davis good luck before leaving
for Italy to “bring home” the Russians.

Centre model to Telfed’s new concept
of direct absorption where we secured
apartments for Southern African Olim.
We had over 1500 Olim during this
period and were bringing in doctors,
lawyers and accountants, many of them
settling in Rishon where our committee
secured apartments for them.”
This vast experience led the Jewish
Agency and Israeli government to
approach ‘the proven experts’ - Telfed.

November

1991

Budding Idea Blooming

SA President F.W. de Klerk was

With Iraqi scud rockets raining down
on Israel during the Gulf War, most
Israelis sensibly stayed indoors. Solly
Liebgott had other ideas! A former
Chairman of the SAZF and now a
governor of the Hebrew University, he

Sound of Music. Former SAZF
Chairman, presents a gas mask to an
amused Zubin Metha at the Jerusalem
concert, before the Maestro began
conducting.

organized an “under fire” fundraiser
dinner and concert with Zuban Mehta
conducting. “People said I was crazy;
nobody would come. We had a waiting

list; it broke my heart as a fundraiser to
return cheques.”
The concert - a tribute to Leonard
Bernstein - was a memorable sellout.
A few families whose properties were
damaged by scuds were helped by
Telfed.
On the way in the “Fed car” to inspect
a Telfed supported school in Petach
Tikva struck by a scud, staff members
Susan Sharon and Norman Spiro,
heard the news on the radio that a scud
had struck the Ramat Gan Bowling
Club. The “Abba of Israeli Bowls”
was horrified. “Quickly, turn around,”
screamed Spiro. “We have to stop on
the way and see what the damage is.”
Sharon tried to dissuade Spiro, “but he
would not hear of it.”
They arrived at the club and saw that
the scud had landed in the middle of
a green, totally ruining it. Clearly
Saddam Hussein had now gone too far:
“Does that madman not hold anything
sacred?” Spiro bellowed.

May 30

1993

Telfed Launches Campaign At
Knesset

Rarely done before for issues not
directly related to matters of State,
the Knesset opened its complex to
Telfed for the launch of its global

Art of Fundraising. The launch of
Telfed’s fundraising campaign in the
Knesset’s Chagall Room adorned with the
artist’s biblical tapestries.

fundraising campaign. With the
Chagall Room brilliantly illuminated,
Telfed Chairman Nick Alhadeff,
welcomed the guests and paid tribute
to the hardworking committee headed
Telfed 17

by Hertzel Katz. Spearheading the
campaign, Hertzel said “The aim is
to ask the community, the majority of
whom are well settled, to help those in
need. In short, helping our own people,
our extended family, and their children
living in Israel.”

Year’s Bestseller

“Seventy Years of Southern African
Aliyah - a Story of Achievement” is

President Mandela in South Africa.
In his acceptance address, President
Mandela said “in BGU we have a centre
of excellence which represents the best
in the traditions of the Jewish people;
a sense of mission, internationalism,
and inventiveness. It is an institution
which gives inspiration through its
chosen mission, summed up in the
words of prophecy, “The desert shall
rejoice and blossom as the rose.”

community from a shtetl in Lithuania,
their emigration to South Africa and the
next generation moving on, settling in
Israel. One scene of an anxious family
in a Doornfontein sitting room in 1937
poignantly captures the theme and the
community’s characteristic ‘Litvak’
humour:
“Oy vey! Don’t tell me you’re
pregnant.” “No Dad, all I want to tell
you is that I’m off to Palestine.”
“And I’m supposed to be relieved?”

Lifting Medals. A ‘Springbok’
weightlifter before emigrating to Israel,
Teddy Kaplan has been inducted into the
International Jewish Sports Hall of Fame.

1999-2000

Re‘AWARD’ing

Blumberg (squash), Cecil Bransky
(bowls), Dr. Ian Froman (tennis),
Dennis Hanover (martial arts),
Teddy Kaplan (weightlifting), Cyril
Morris (rugby), Leon Pantonowitz
(karate), Stanley Perlman (cricket),
Jeff Rabkin (bowls), Norman Spiro
(bowls). Of the many certificates
presented,
there
were
those
posthumously awarded to Charlie
Mandelstam (golf), Archie Davidson
(tennis) and Max Spitz (bowls).

Riveting Read. Southern African
contribution to Israel

now available for sale through the
Telfed offices. Published by Telfed,
this unique book written by esteemed
South African Israeli journalist,
Philip Gillon, the book chronicles
the immense contributions made
by Southern African immigrants to
the State of Israel in the fields of
agriculture,
commerce,
industry,
insurance, medicine, science, sport,
settlement, volunteerism, education,
culture, the military, politics and
academia.
1997

Mandela Honoured

As Mandela was unable to come to the
Negev, the Negev came to Mandela.
Ben Gurion University of the Negev
conferred an honorary doctorate on
18 Telfed

Amandla. Nelson Mandela meets with
the leaders of the Jewish community in
Johannesburg.
1998

SA Athletes Honoured

Marking Telfed’s 50th Jubilee year,
a sports extravaganza was held at the
Ra’anana Bowling Club where cups and
certificates were presented to former
Southern Africans who had contributed
over five decades to sport in Israel. Over
500 members of the community from
all over Israel, enjoyed a traditional
boerewors braai, photo exhibition, a
gymnastic routine by Haddas Levy,
a karate demonstration by Leon
Pantonowitz’s squad, a Martial Arts
display by Dennis Hanover and a
multi-media presentation.
From over 130 nominations, the
following received cups: Gadi
and Alon Brumer (soccer), Hillel

January

1999

Telfed’s 50th Jubilee Pageant

With a huge cast and volunteers from
across the country, Telfed staged a
spectacular production “Springboks to
Sabras’ at Kfar Saba’s Yad Lebanim
Culural Centre. Scripted by volunteers,
the story – in drama, humour, song
and dance – covers the journey of a

Boerwors to Burakis. Actors Grant and
Daniella Crankshaw portray Southern
African olim in Telfed’s production
“Springboks & Sabras’ in Kfar Saba.

Riva Rubin, who made Aliyah in
1963, received the President’s Prize
for Literature. The prize acknowledges,
“that you can be an Israeli writer even
if you don’t write in Hebrew. This is a
country based on immigrants and the
prize recognizes this reality.”
Playwright Edna Mazya (nee
Kotlowitz) took the Israeli theatre
world by storm winning best playwright
award at this year’s Theatre Award
ceremony with her autobiographical
play, HaMordim (‘The Rebels’), which
deals with underground escapades
during the British Mandate. Mazya’s
award follows Julie Shles’s movie,
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2000 recipient of Israel Prize for English
literature is seen here in 1948 as a
Machalnik.

‘Afula Express’, that ran away with six
Oscars at the 1997 Israeli Academy
Award Ceremony, including Best
Director for Julie, who came to Israel
with her parents from South Africa at
the age of two.
In 2000, Professor Hillel Daleski of
HU won the prestigious Israel Prize
for Literature.
1999

Merle is a Pearl

Former
Zimbabwean
Merle
Guttmann
was
awarded
the
prestigious Prime Minister and Israel
National Council for Volunteerism
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Transforming the landscape of
Volunteerism. Merle Gutmann receiving
the PM prize from Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Office, Haim Ramon

“Shield for Developing Volunteerism
in Israel” for her founding and
outstanding leadership of ESRA
- the English Speaking Residents
Association. The Shield is awarded
each year by the Israel Council for
Volunteerism to individuals who
lead volunteer organizations. “ESRA
volunteers, said Guttman, “show how
volunteers can do a professional job on
a similar standard to those who work
in business and professional bodies.”
She had previously been the recipient
of the President of Israel’s Award for
Outstanding Volunteerism in 1992.
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Climbing Olympus

Completing
Telfed’s
Jubilee
celebrations that began in 1998,
Telfed honoured 45 former Southern
Africans who had reached the pinnacle
in their field of endeavour, profession

or in academia. Entitled AAA –
Academic Achievement Awards three independent, non-South African
judges, selected five from the 45 as the
top recipients. They were Professor Joe
Borman (Cardio-Thorasic Surgery),
Prof. Harry Brand (Architecture and
Town Planning), Prof. Isaac Kaplan
(Pioneer of Laser Surgery), Judge
Felix Landau (Law) and Prof. Ruth
Berman (Language Development).
November

Shield Of The Child

On behalf of Beit Issie Shapiro, its
inspirational director and founder,
Naomi Stuchiner accepted the
prestigious Prime Minister’s ‘Shield
of the Child’ at a special ceremony.
Established in 1981, Beit Issie
Shapiro is the leading (special needs)

working together with the established
Zionist and communal organisations in
South Africa.
November

The Show Must Go On

Strollers were scattered near the
stricken bus, medics carried away
children with blood-smeared faces and
a baby girl died in a hospital before
doctors could find her parents. While
this was the ‘new normal’ during the
Second Intifada when Israelis were
prone to stay clear of public places
and avoid public transport, Telfed
decided that the community needs to
feel united and express its resilience.
It did so by putting on a large cast
production, bringing volunteers from
the Israeli Performing Arts to spread

2002

The Famous Five. Judge Felix Laundau,
Leon Charney on behalf of Prof. Isaac
Kaplan, Prof. Ruth Berman, Prof. Joe
Borman and Prof. Harry Brand.
20 Telfed

out with Gaza
rocket fire from
Israeli civilians.
‘Operation Cast

Showing Resilience. The programme for
Telfed’s “The Show Must Go On”.

the message that ‘The Show Must
Go On’. Over 800 former Southern
Africans from across Israel defied the
terror and attended the show at Yad
Lebanim in Kfar Saba.

PRASworthy

Combining education and inculcating
the value of giving back to society

Lead’, Telfed has got into full gear,
not only contacting its Southern
African residents in the south, but also
organizing, packing and personally
delivering parcels for soldiers stationed
at bases near Gaza.

Operation Outreach. Harry Hurwitz
(back) arriving in Rhodesia with
Menachem and Aliza Begin on their tour
of Southern Africa.

It was long overdue. One of South
Africa’s finest communal leaders – a
hero and a Zionist – has finally gained
the recognition he long deserved
when in July 2011, Southern Africans
from all over the world attended the
opening in Israel of the Isaac Ochberg
Memorial Park next to Kibbutz Ein
Hashofet. Due to one man, thousands
of Jews – descendants of the 1921
Ochberg orphans, are alive today. The
names of all those orphans who were
snatched from certain death in person
by Ochberg are recorded in the park on

2009

Stan’s the Man

Following
Stanley
Fischer’s
appointment in 2005 as Governor
of the Bank of Israel, this former
Northern Rhodesian (today Zambian)
was named ‘Central Bank Governor
of the Year’ by Euromoney. The
global magazine for banking and
finance chose the former Rhodesian/

October 1

When Bennie Called Harry

Harry Hurwitz, Founder and
President of The Menachem Begin
Heritage Center, passed away today.
A leader of the Betar youth movement
in South Africa and later editor of the
Zionist Revisionist Jewish Herald,
Hurwitz was a close friend of Begin

2011

Righting a Wrong

War in the South
War has broken
following incessant
Hamas threatening
Called by Israel

Zambian for his astute management
of the Israeli economy through the
aftermath of the global financial crisis.
His bold move to raise interest rates in
September 2009 - the first country to
do so after the crisis - “proved wellguided and prescient,” said Euromoney
and commended Fischer for striking
the ideal balance between moderating
inflation and supporting economic
recovery.

July

2008

Packing Parcels. Telfed volunteers (l-r)
Annette Milliner-Giladi, Janine Gelley
and Hilary Kaplan together with the
organisation Table to Table, packing
parcels in Ra’anana for soldiers.

community education and treatment
day-care centre in Israel and has
attained international recognition for
providing excellent care for people
with developmental disabilities.

In the trenches only three days and
already seen action! Michael Mensky,
the Israel Centre’s first Director was
car-jacked in Johannesburg outside his
hotel. Not missing a beat, Mensky went
right on to his meetings in Cape Town
sans wallet, money and ID. Conceived
by Chairman David Kaplan, pursued
by Telfed, and financed by the Jewish
Agency and the WZO, the Israel
Centre aims to promote Israel by

from the time he was leader of the
Irgun in the 1940s. On the same day
Begin assumed the Premiership in
1977, he called Hurwitz and invited
him to join his staff in the PM’s
office as Advisor on Diaspora Affairs.
Following Begin’s passing, Hurwitz
aspired “to create an institution like

an American Presidential Library in
Israel” to honour his friend and in
June 2004, The Menachem Begin
Heritage Center was officially opened
with Hurwitz as its Director.

Fun For All. Naomi Stuchiner in the Beit
Issie Shapiro section of Ra’anana Park
catering for children with special needs.

CENTRE’ing on Israel

in young people, Telfed launches its
PRAS programme with Debbie Chitiz
as coordinator. “Telfed scholarship
recipients have the opportunity of
receiving a second scholarship by
participating in the programme of
participating in the programme and
assisting members of our community
in a variety of ways,” says Chitiz.
This special programme combines
supporting education and inculcating
the value of giving back to society.

Money Man. Stanley Fischer (right) with
Jack Trappler at a Zimbabwean Reunion
at the Ra’anana Bowls Club.

Honouring Ochberg. Representing
Telfed, Maish Isaacson plants the first
tree at the Isaac Ochberg Memorial park.
Assisting him with the spade work, is
Bennie Penzik whose parents both were
Ochberg orphans.

a ‘Hill of Names’.
For the visitors from abroad - mostly
descendants of the Ochberg orphans
-it proved no less a physical journey
than a voyage of revelation into their
incredible and deep-rooted past.
The bequest that Isaac Ochberg left to
Telfed 21

the future State of Israel through the
JNF in 1936, stands as the most ever
received from an individual. A portrait
of Isaac Ochberg has been hanging in
Telfed’s offices since 1948.

Hill of Names. Descendants of the
‘Ochberg Orphans’ looking at the plaques
with the names and personal details of
each of the lives saved by Isaac Ochberg
in 1921 at the official opening of the Isaac
Ochberg Park in northern Israel.

November
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Under Fire

During Israel’s eight-day “Operation
Pillar of Defence” against Gaza that

had been under constant attack and
spoke to Haizel Gaito. “She told me
that forty houses were damaged on
Timorim, four of them seriously and
will probably need to be rebuilt. Some
of these houses belong to former
Southern Africans, but they were not
amongst the most seriously damaged.”
For the most past, “members of our
community endured the daily anxiety
but were spared injury or serious
damage to property,” reported Haizel.

April

2013

Oasis of Research

“Do you believe in G-d?” Sir Aaron
Klug, the 1982 Nobel Laureate for
Chemistry, was asked on Israel TV. “I
believe that everyone should conduct
their lives as if they feared G-d,” he
answered. In one brief statement, the
former South African and Member of
the Board of Governors of Ben Gurion
University of the Negev, answered
life’s most complexing question in the

and Function (KICBS) which is set to
be a centre of excellence for structural
biology studies that will attract the best
and the brightest scientists in Israel
and abroad.
Klug’s research laid the foundation for
the computerized tomography (CT)
scanners that have become standard
hospital equipment.

December
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Turbulent Times - Telfed
Responds

At the start of the war with Hamas
(“Operation
Protective
Edge”),
Telfed’s staff and volunteers began
calling members of the community
in the South. As the trajectory of
Hamas’s rockets began reaching into

social events in affected areas, while
its regional volunteers organised gift
boxes for children, arranged for the
national emergency hotline to include
announcements in English, arranged
home hospitality in safer areas in the
country for families trying to escape the
rockets, particularly those with young
children, and sending parcels of needed
items to the soldiers in the south.
Also in the thick of it was TbT (Truth
be Told), a rapid response team to the
world media on Israel, and started by
former South Africans, who engaged
daily in “refuting the lies and distorted
reporting in the world media,” said
its chairman, David Kaplan. “We
were most impressed with the student
“Situation Room” at the IDC Herzliya,
“where 500 students were operating
around the clock in many languages.”
Said active South African student,
Chen Pinchevesky, “We are getting
the truth out to the world through the
social media with authentic video
footage and information provided by
the Ministry of Defence.”
July

Tribute to Mandela
Helping Hands. Telfed staff packing
boxes for kids in the south. (l-r) Louise
Geva, Helene Shedletsky, Nikki Leviner,
Nava Lapid, Netta Steiner, Dana Levy
Tavor and Sharon Bernstein.

Home Destroyed. The remains of a house
200 m from the Gator’s residence on
Timorim struck by a rocket from Gaza.
The parents and their three small children
were in the ‘security room’ and survived.

began in response to the launch of over
100 rockets at Israel during a 24-hour
period, as well as an attack by terrorists
on an Israeli military patrol jeep within
Israeli borders, Telfed got into high
gear with staff and volunteers calling
former Southern African residents in
the embattled south. In the aftermath,
Telfed Deputy Director Dorron Kline
phoned Moshav Timorim which
22 Telfed

Nobel Man. Sir Aaron Klug receiving the
Nobel Prize for Chemistry in Stockholm.

most compelling way – it is more about
how we behave than what we believe.
In April, BGU inaugurated in his
honour the Aaron Klug Integrated
Center for Biomolecular Structure

War of Words. TbT members Harris
Green (l) and Maurice Ostroff at the IDC
Herzliya’s 24-hour ‘Hamal’ (Situation
Room).

Israel’s heartland, so Telfed’s calls
were extending covering more and
more Southern Africans ‘Under Fire’.
Despite the rockets, Telfed arranged

Despite the threat of rockets, over

Paying tribute to Mandela were (l-r)
MK Dov Lipman, Telfed Chairman,
Dave Bloom and SA Ambassador, Sisa
Ngombane.

230 people attended a panel debate
on the legacy of Mandela in Tel
Aviv. Organised by Telfed with the
SA Embassy, Forum Tzora and Wits
Alumni, the speakers included MK
Dov Lipman, SA Ambassador Sisa
Ngombane, Benjamin Pogrund,
Basem Eid and Nicolas Wolpe, son

of the anti-Apartheid activist, Harold
Wolpe and former Israeli Ambassador
to SA, Tova Herzl (moderator).

Dynamic Duo

At a special gala event in Tel
Aviv, Morris Kahn and Smoky
Simon received Telfed’s Lifetime
Achievement Awards for their
contributions
to
the
security,
advancement and enrichment of the
State of Israel. Packing much into
his 94 years, the Chairman of World
Machal and pioneer of Israel’s robust
insurance industry, Simon revealed
how he combined his two major loves
– Israel and his wife Myra. When in
May 1948 he came to fight in Israel’s
War of Independence, he brought
his new bride. Whilst most couples
look to tranquil idyllic spots for their
honeymoon, not Smoky and Myra.
“We came to participate in the war;
what’s more, it was the most thrilling
experience of my life.”
When Kahn, who was born in Benoni,
first visited Israel in 1955 he discovered
“a strange country, a foreign language,
different food – but a feeling of
being at home with my people.” The
following year, he returned to stay and

Monumental Men. Smoky Simon and
Morris Kahn.

in the words of Simon, “succeeded in
capturing the allusive formulae of how
to combine pleasure with philanthropy,
establishing social projects, promoting
medical and scientific projects
together with your business activities
in one great package.” Little wonder
Israel’s most successful South African
businessman has been honoured by

most of Israel’s top universities.
One of Kahn’s first business enterprises
in the 1950s was to make bicycles, today
the entrepreneur and philanthropist is
sponsoring SpaceIL aspiring to land
an Israeli spacecraft on the moon. Of
Kahn, State President Shimon Peres
said, “Most experts comment on things
that have happened; Morris is an expert
on things that are still to happen.”
2015

Daring Diplomats

It has not only been the rockets
raining down on Israel’s citizens that
have proved unnerving. Each day
the country has to counter a barrage
of incoming accusations by a global
army determined to undermine the
country’s very legitimacy. Unlike the
missiles, there is no let-up of these
attacks. Serving in these trenches are
those in our diplomatic service forging
and strengthening Israel’s political,
commercial and cultural ties with the
global community.
Amongst Israel’s diplomatic cadre are
former Southern Africans, three of
whom – Meron Reuben, Lior Bar
Sadeh and Paul Hirschson – addressed

Outreach Africa. Gershon Gan,
Israeli Ambassador to Zimbabwe and
neighbouring Central African countries
(1994).

a public meeting hosted by Telfed.
Reuben served as Israel’s ambassador
to the UK and UN, Bar Sadeh - who
is the daughter of the late Telfed
Director, Leib Frank - as ambassador
to Latvia, and Hirschson is ensconced
in Dakar, Senegal in West Africa,
serving as Israel’s representative to
Telfed 23

seven countries in West Africa “about
14% of Africa.”
These inspiring diplomats are
following in the illustrious footsteps
of former Southern African luminaries
such as Michael Comay, who took
over from Abba Eban (born in Cape
Town), as Israel’s ambassador to the
UN in 1959 and later to the court of
St. James. There have been others such
as Sinai Rome, Israel’s ambassador to
Ecuador as well as acting ambassador
to Canada, Gershon Gan, who in the
same year that Mandela ascended the
presidency in SA, opened the first
embassy in Zimbabwe, Hillel Newman,
Ambassador to Uzbekistan and Carmi
Gillon, who following serving as
Director of Israel’s revered Security
Services, served as ambassador to
Denmark. Gillon is the son of Colin
Gluckmann from Johannesburg, who
when appointed Israel’s first State
Attorney, changed his surname to
Gillon at Ben Gurion’s insistence.

Africans will opt to study in Israel,”
said Dorothy Sank (nee Samson), who
together with her husband Leonard
conceived the initiative. They believe
strongly that SASI will “strengthen the
ties between the South Africa Jewish
community and Israel.”

Smart Move

The Right Chemistry. Recipient of
chemistry prize, Prof. Leslie Leiserowitz
and family at the Israel Prize ceremony in
Jerusalem.

With Israeli universities in the
vanguard of preparing students to be
the global leaders of tomorrow, a new
project initiated by the Eric and Sheila

Ever Mindful. Reflecting on Israel’s
heritage at the Shrine of the Book in
Jerusalem, Eric and Sheila Samson are
invested in Israel’s future.

Samson Foundation and Telfed has
been launched to fund support for
young South African school leavers to
study at Israeli universities in English.
The project is called SASI – South
Africans Studying in Israel – “and we
hope to encourage more donors to join
the project, so that many young South
24 Telfed

Wishing chag sameach
to all our clients!
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Hot News in Cold Water

On vacation with his feet in Camps
Bay’s icy water, Prof. Leslie
Leiserowitz of the Weizmann Institute
received the news on his cell phone

that he was awarded the Israel Prize
for Chemistry and Physics together
with his colleague Meir Lehav.
Only the third Southern African to be
awarded the Israel Prize, Leiserowitz’s
research was in the field of
crystalisation. Leslie’s late mom would
be so proud that “from her simple
patterns of her daily dressmaking, lay
the complex mysteries” that would
inspire her brilliant son to pursue
a journey of scientific exploration
culminating in the 2016 Israel Prize.
February

Knesset Visits Telfed

“We expect an increase in Aliyah this
year,” was Telfed’s message to the
Knesset Committee for Immigration,
Absorption and Diaspora Affairs
delegation when they visited Telfed’s
offices in Ra’anana in February.
The increase is due to South Africa’s

Project Management and
Project & Property Development

uncertain future with a faltering
economy.
Committee Chairman MK Avraham
Neguise praised Telfed for serving “as
an exemplar for successful absorption.”
Telfed CEO Dorron Kline praised
the Committee, stating that “while
a decade ago some 90% of the Jews
leaving South Africa relocated to the
United States and Australia, today
50% are immigrating to Israel.”

Dutch Ado About Something

Telfed and Holland recently signed
an agreement of cooperation at the
Knesset in the presence of senior
Immigrant
Absorption
Ministry
officials. IOH Chairman Ephraim
Eisenmann spoke of the connection of
Dutch Jews to South Africa since the
first landing of Jan van Riebeck in
1652. “Maybe we can mumble a few
words of Afrikaans with our Dutch
friends,” mused Telfed Chairman,
Maish Isaacson.

Imagine That!

Sure, the weather was HOT but so was
the closing ceremony of Telfed’s endof-the-academic-year PRAS seminar
held in June at the IDC Herzliya.
PRAS is Telfed’s flagship volunteering
scholarship programme which assists
students achieve higher education
while helping the general population
as well as the Southern African
community.
PRAS participants - with their exciting
futures ahead of them - listened to John

PRAS coordinators with Head of
Scholarships Dana Levy Tavor (top right)
and Administrator Merav Fisher (far
right).

Lennon’s iconic classic, “Imagine”
played by their fellow students.
As one PRAS student quipped, “We’re
tuning into tomorrow.”

Diller is a Thriller

“We are sowing the seeds for an
enriching communal leadership of
tomorrow,” expressed Julie Berman,
Director of the Cape Council of the
SAZF on her recent visit to Israel.
She praised Telfed for introducing the

No Diller-dallying. Motivated Diller teens
with Telfed CEO, Dorron Kline (centre)

prestigious Diller Teen Leadership
Programme to South Africa and
emphasised, “the positive impact that
it is having on Jewish community
youth.”
This past summer, South African
participants engaged with over 400
of their Diller counterparts from the
USA, Israel and Australia at a mega
event in Israel, which Telfed CEO,
Dorron Kline said, “was motivational
in preparing for the Jewish community
leadership of the future.”

December
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My Endless Love

In December
2017,
Telfed
representatives attended the unveiling
of the Machal Memorial at
Ammunition Hill in Jerusalem. The
memorial is dedicated to the 3500
overseas volunteers from forty-three
countries across the globe.
Amongst this special breed were over
800 Southern Africans, representing
23% of the total complement of
overseas volunteers.
They left jobs, interrupted their studies,
and some even postponed weddings.
Not Smoky Simon, Chairman of
World Machal who advanced his
nuptial plans. “Myra and I married in
South Africa so that we could spend
our honeymoon fighting for Israel. She
was the first meteorological instructor
in the Israeli Air Force. Many of her
graduates became squadron and base
commanders.”

Hearing impaired?
Find it very hard to follow local TV ?
Cant get anywhere with local Israeli companies?
We can speak your language. (English and Dutch)

We have a Television solution for you
if your hearing is impaired.
We offer 8 British TV channels
with FULL TEXT SUBTITLES on all programs.
We also offer Dutch channels with subtitles.
Email us for more info at

basicaccess.service@gmail.com
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No Smoky without Fire. Trailblazer
Chairman of World Machal, Smoky
Simon and wife Myra.

Literally putting their lives on hold,
these “Machalniks” came to fight for
the fledging Jewish State. In cockpits
and on ships, in tanks and armoured
vehicles, treating the wounded in
hospitals and on the front lines, these
young idealistic men and woman Jews and non-Jews – helped turn the
tide in Israel’s War of Independence.
The contribution of the “Machalniks”
represents one of the proudest
chapters in modern Jewish history,
when ordinary people behaved quite
extraordinary. As David Ben Gurion
said, “This was a war not won by
heroes. It was won by ordinary men
and woman rising above themselves.”
The ceremony was followed by an
invitation or the Simon family to
assemble at the State President’s
residence in Jerusalem where
President Reuven Rivlin honoured
Smoky for being one of the Founders
of the Menachem Begin Heritage
Centre and his 24 years of service as
Hon.
Seventy years after coming to Israel
“on honeymoon”, the saga of Smoky,
Myra and Israel remains an endless
‘love affair’.
2018

Honouring our History

Celebrating Telfed’s 70th Anniversary,
“we have launched The Telfed
History Project, which will make
available to the public an online
archive of Telfed’s work the story of
the Southern African community in
26 Telfed

Israel,” says Dave Bloom initiator of
the project. The archive will include
video interviews with former staff
members and volunteers and a website
is being created to include a digital
copy of every Telfed magazine since
its first publication in 1975.
Members of the community are
invited to contribute their stories and
memorabilia about their Aliyah and
involvement with Telfed and should
contact Dave Bloom at davebloom@
outlook.com or 054-4650200.

Telfed Down Under

With a sterling record of helping
other Olim besides Southern African
– notably Russians, Ethiopians,
Iranians, Dutch and Australians
-Telfed recently met with the
new Jewish Agency’s Shlichot
(emissaries) to Australia Rotem
Greenberg
(Perth) and Tzophia
Katz (Melbourne).
Learning about the manifold absorption
facilities that exist for Australian Olim
through Telfed’s Klita, employment,
housing, scholarships and volunteering
departments, both plan to utilise
this knowledge in promoting and
facilitating Aliyah.

Aliyah Update

With Israel’s capital being the second
most popular destination for South
African Olim, Telfed attended the final
2017 Jerusalem Municipality Aliyah
and Klita Committee meeting.
Sixty six Olim made Aliyah from
South Africa to Jerusalem in 2017
from a total of 290 Olim.
The ‘Top 5 cities’ chosen as their
abode by Southern African Olim in
2017 in order of preference were: Tel
Aviv, Jerusalem, Ra’anana, Haifa and
Modi’in.

Bowled Over

Telfed’s PRAS programme is growing
in strength and touching the lives
of Israelis in so many fields “and
greens,” mused Gilad Farber, a
student in Mechanical Engineering at

Tel Aviv University and a participant
of Telfed’s PRAS programme, who
is volunteering with Blind Bowls in
Ra’anana. The pioneer of Blind Bowls
in Israel, Alex Goldsmith, a past
President of the International Blind
Bowls Association and a recipient of
a Telfed Sport Award, “showed me the
ropes,” said Farber. “I look forward to
continuing with them, getting to know
the players better and becoming a fully
qualified coach.”

Barking Up The Right Tree

It was a trip down memory lane when
the Telfed Tiyul Club visited The
Israel Guide Dog Centre and
the Weizmann Institute of Science.
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“When the Guide Dog Centre first
started, Telfed allocated it funds”,
recalled former Telfed Director
Sidney Shapiro. Similarly, Telfed
has a longstanding relationship with
the Weizmann Institute, and has been
awarding scholarships to students
over the years from funds such as the
Louis Chor Memorial Fund. Under
Telfed’s administration, this fund was
established to assist those working
in cancer research at the Weizmann
Institute.
Telfed was instrumental in introducing
South African philanthropist David
Lopatie to the Weizmann Institute,
an introduction that resulted in
his funding the establishment of
the David
Lopatie
Conference
Centre, which was completed in 2011.
This building stands as testimony to
a Southern African presence in the
Weizmann Institute. Many Southern
African born scientists have studied
and conducted research at the Institute,
including the 2013 Nobel Laureate in
Chemistry Michael Levitt.
Pretoria-born Levitt reminisces about
being awarded the Nobel Prize. “My
phone never rings. Everyone sends me
texts and email. So, when the phone
first rang, I was sure it was a wrong
number. When it rang a second time,
I picked it up. I immediately heard a
Swedish accent and got very excited. It
was like having five double espressos.”

Let The Good Times Re-Roll

Old timers may recall the “good
times” communal events and smachot
celebrated in the old moadon (hall) in
Telfed’s Amishav residential building
for SA Olim in Tel Aviv. One who has
enriching memories is Roy Chweidan
who as a 1956 Machal volunteer
married his beloved Perla in the hall.
The ceremony was officiated by
‘Telfed’s honorary spiritual leader’,
Simie Weinstein. Fellow Machal
volunteers and Telfed staff and
volunteers attended the ceremony.
That same hall has now been
rejuvenated and was officially opened
in January and has been named in

honour and memory of the late South
African born Leonard Schach, an
acclaimed international figure in the
theatrical world. Born in Cape Town,
Schach directed over 200 productions
in South Africa, including those of
his own professional theater company
before he emigrated in 1965 to Israel,
where he was invited to join the Cameri
Theater as “resident guest director”.
In addition, he directed for Habimah,
the Haifa Municipal Theater, the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Israel
Chamber Ensemble Orchestra.
It was only fitting that the first event
hosted in the new centre was the
“Goldene Medina exhibition”, a
superb poster-based history of 175
years of Jewry in Southern Africa,
facilitated by Telfed in conjunction
with the South Africa Jewish
Museum.
As in days long past, celebrating

Future Is Ours To Grasp. Telfed PRAS
student, Elisha Babian, addressing his
fellow students at the Knesset where
Telfed distributed over 400 scholarships.
Maybe one day, some of these students
will sit in the Knesset as elected
members!

PRAS philosophy of the enriching
dependence people have with each
other to succeed.
Dana Levy Tavor, head of the
scholarship department at Telfed and
CEO Dorron Kline welcomed the
students, followed by an inspirational
speech from Telfed Chairman Batya
Chair
of
the
Shmukler and
Scholarships Committee (ESP), Shely
Cohen.

SASI is Sizzling
Under The Telfed Chuppah. Simie
Weinstein officiating at Nachal volunteer
Roy and Perla Chweidan’s wedding at
the Telfed Hostel in Tel Aviv.

Chagim was again happening when
on the second night of Chanukkah
2017, the residents gathered in the
Community Centre. “Chanukkah
celebrates the rededication of the
Temple, 2000 years ago. Today we also
celebrate in the rededication of our
new community centre” said Telfed’s
CEO, Dorron Kline.

Applauding PRAS

“One hand cannot clap on its own,”
expressed Telfed PRAS coordinator
Elisha Babian at the ceremony of 151
PRAS students at the IDC Herzliya.
Elisha was poignantly illustrating

In its second year, Telfed’s innovative
SASI (Southern Africans Studying in
Israel) programme - initiated with the

SASI Soaring. SASI students with
welcome baskets from Telfed donors.

generous support of the ‘Eric and
Sheila Samson Foundation’ - hosted
the 2017-2018 SASI participants at a
social gathering at the Telfed offices
in Ra’anana. A teacher by profession,
Telfed chairman Batya Shmukler’s
Telfed 27

message to the South African students
was: “While studying at universities
here in Israel , you have the opportunity
to know and hopefully fall in love with
our wonderful country. We, at Telfed,
are proud to help facilitate your studies
here. Beyond obtaining a degree your primary goal - it is also about
engaging with Israel and learning
what it can offer you and what you can
offer it.”
That’s true romance!
February

The Great Debate

Jointly sharing a 70th birthday with the
State of Israel, Telfed held a spirited
debate at Beth Protea on: “The impact
of the 1947 United Nations Partition
Vote”. Moderated by former Telfed
Chairman, David Kaplan, the
panelists, Prof. Gidi Shimoni, Dr.
Elana Hedeman and Peter Bailey
presented diverse perspectives on a
pivotal event that paved the way to
Israeli statehood. “Debating these
issues with such passion and vigour 70

Israel Forever. Debate panellists Dr.
Elana Hedemand and Prof. Gidi Shimoni
at Beth Protea.

years after independence, shows how
Zionism is alive and well and kicking
in all of us,” expressed Telfed’s
chairman, Batya Shmukler.
In the words of Abba Eban, “Israel’s
future will be longer than its past,”
concluded moderator Kaplan.
March 4

Uproar in the House

Israel’s parliament – the Knesset –
was animated with joy and excitement

when 400 students received their
annual Telfed scholarships in a unique
ceremony
commemorating
both
Israel’s and Telfed’s 70th birthdays. The
ceremony took place in the presence of
the Chairman of the Aliyah and Klita
Committee, Dr. Avraham Neguise,
family and friends of the scholarship
recipients, members of Telfed and the
Southern African community in Israel.
“It is within these great walls of this
illustrious House that the destiny of
the Jewish State is decided. Policies
are voted on that will determine our
future; today, within these same walls,
our Telfed scholarship recipients
will - through their knowledge and
leadership - determine our country’s
future,” said Telfed chairman, Batya
Shmukler to rapturous applause.
How right she was.
What better way to celebrate the 70th
birthdays of the State of Israel and
our organization Telfed with such a
moving event that will impact on all
our future, than in the Knesset.
On that, we can all VOTE for – no
abstentions!

The Future Is Ours To See. Today Telfed scholarship recipients; tomorrow Israel’s leaders.

Remembering my belated husband Alan (Eli) Shrier and special cousin Brenda Rosin
Dedicated by Janice Shrier
28 Telfed

Celebrate your family occasions in
one of our 22 “zimmerim” by the sea.
Full Israeli breakfast served to you in
our dining room.

DOLPHIN VILLAGE
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Shavei Zion

in the Western Galilee, 04-9531153

info@olivebb.com I www.dolphinvillage.co.il
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In Good Hands

30 Telfed

Young Southern African and Israeli students supported by Telfed
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KEREN TELFED & OTHER FUNDS
Please remember Keren Telfed when you are celebrating happy
or family need and are tax-deductible. All donations are
occasions, when you are invited to enjoy meals with friends, or
acknowledged in the magazine as soon as possible after receipt
to pay tribute to the memories of loved ones. Donations are used
thereof. Please contact the office to make your donation: 09to assist Southern Africans in Israel during times of individual
7907819 or donations@telfed.org.il

KEREN TELFED FUND (general assistance to the community as needed)
Donors
Allan & Lyn Kacev
Beatrice Perling
Beatrice Perling
Bebe Feldman
Bernard & Shirley Suskin
Brian Cooper
Bryan & Ruth Slater
David & Janet Paz
David & Janet Paz
Denise & Naty Tobias
Dennis & Karen Jacobson
Eric & Phyllis Horwitz
Faith & Ivan Melman, Ian & Stephanie Jaffe
and family
Fay Katz
Fay Katz
Gerald & Freda Wolman
Gillian Helman
Harris (Zvi) & Phyllis Green
Helen Boruchowitz
Ian & Stephanie Jaffe and family
Ida & Jonathan Broll
Jeannette & Marke Markovitz
Jeannette & Marke Markovitz
Jeannette & Marke Markovitz
Jeannette & Marke Markovitz
Joe Woolf
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
Jonathan & Revital Lessick
Judy Kessel & Family
Kevin & Jude Swaine
Lesley Kaye
Loraine & Mike Solomon
Loraine & Mike Solomon
Lorraine Silver
Marilyn Sharon
Max & Libby Strous
Michelle & Leigh Freedman
Miranda Saltz
Miranda Saltz
Mordechai & Glynis Greenblat
Moshav Manof fifties Plus
Nicky Feldman
Pat & Cecil Breiter
Pessia & Shlomo Golan, Dana-Talyah, Renato
& Daniela and Alon
Rennette Gordon
Richard & Cheryl Shavei Tzion
Richard & Diane Klein
Rita Rubin
Rita Rubin
Rosalie Benson
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Honourees
Reva Rudolph - 70th Birthday
Cindy Perling - Special Birthday
Al & Maureen Gordon - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Marlene Mayers - 80th Birthday
Bobby Kantor - 80th Birthday
Brian Cooper - Happy Birthday
Maurice Katz - 80th Birthday
Jean Cohen - 90th Birthday
Sheila Patz - 93rd Birthday
Maurice Katz - 80th Birthday
Lesley Cohen - 70th Birthday
Maurice Katz
Reva Rudolph - 70th Birthday
- 80th Birthday
Mervyn & Joyce Lasovsky - Bryan & Ruth
70th Wedding Anniversary
Slater, Denise
In honour of Shlomit Miller
& Naty Tobias,
Pearlie Chazan - 96 birthday
Rennette Gordon
Baruch Wertheim - 80th Birthday
and Anthony &
Reva Rudolph - 70th Birthday
Sandra Waks
In honour of Israel & Telfed’s 70th Birthday
Tal Kadim - Bar Mitzva
Miky Robinson - 90th Birthday
Reva Rudolph - 70th Birthday
With thanks to Hashem for new additions to the family
In honour of Phillip & Rill Jacobson
In honour Helmut & Ellen Heydt
In honour of Rabbi Wingrin
Peggy Tobias - 90th Birthday
Shraga & Sybil Jacobs - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Perry Lessick - 95th Birthday
Dudley Kessel - 80th Birthday
Rhona Berzack - 60th Birthday
Reva Rudolph
In honour of of Victorya Levenchuk
- 70th Birthday
Paul Alexander - 80th Birthday
- Allan & Lyn
Yehudit Glazer - Happy Birthday
Kacev, Eric &
Reva Rudolph - 70th Birthday
Phyllis Horwitz,
Talma Stone - Birthday
Gillian Helman,
Reva Rudolph - 70th Birthday
Ida & Jonathan
Lesley Cohen - 70th Birthday
Broll, Lorraine
Chaim Zaltz - Bar Mitzvah
Silver, Max &
Sarah Zaltz - Bat Mitzvah
Libby Strous,
Rhona Berzack - 60th Birthday
Sandra & Jessel
Melanie Kaplan - In Appreciation
Sundy, Sheila &
Noam Karstaedt - 70th Birthday
Monty Nussbaum
Bobby Kantor - 80th Birthday
and Sheila Berkley
Frank Fabian - Best Wishes for 2nd Bar Mitzva at 83

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

Maurice Katz - 80th Birthday
Roy Scher - Excellent work as the Jerusalem coordinator
In honour of grandchildren Rio, Sinai, Tamar & Lia
Frank & Hilda Segal - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Kalman & Jehudith Lurie - Birthdays
Jonathan Levy - Special Birthday
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Donors
Ruth & Ivan Bonner
Ruth & Yosi Mor
Ruth & Yosi Mor
Sam & Elana Sher and Tilly Ephron
Sandra & Jessel Sundy
Sharon & Gerald Brook
Sheila & Monty Nussbaum
Sheila Berkley
Shirley & Ivan Kantor
Sol & Cherille Cohen
Stephen & Thelma Miller
Stephen & Thelma Miller
Steve & Ethyne Handler
Stuart & Lyn Zinn
Sydney Joffe & Myra Levin
The Book Club Girls - Ina, Lynette, Jackie,
Joyce R., Joyce G & Silvia
The Tennis friends – Helen, Rita & Wendy
Valerie & Jean-Claud Chikly
Vivienne & Ivan Maron
Vivienne & Ivan Maron
Vivienne & Ivan Maron
Yasmin & Bennie Barolsky
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Honourees
Fay Katz - 90th Birthday
Esther Katz - Happy Birthday
Esther Katz - Chag Sameach
Matan Ephron - graduation as a Captain in the Israeli Navy
Reva Rudolph - 70th Birthday
Myra Karseboom - 80th Birthday
Reva Rudolph - 70th Birthday
Reva Rudolph - 70th Birthday
Bobby Kantor - 80th Birthday
Baruch Wertheim - 80th Birthday
Gilan & Nissan - 25th Wedding Anniversary
Al & Maurice Gordon - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Gerry Jacobson - 80th Birthday
Dudley Kessel - 80th Birthday
Dr. Gessie & Isabel Brook - 65th Wedding Anniversary
Shirley Kansky - 80th Birthday

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

Shirley & Judd Frame - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Jack Kussel - 80th Birthday
Rhona Berzack - 60th Birthday
Sheila Rose - Happy Birthday
Rebecca & Alister Johnstone - In Appreciation
Shirley & Judd Frame - 60th Wedding Anniversary

LONE SOLDIERS FUND (to assist Southern African & Australian lone soldiers)
Dave & Rae Kopping
Dave & Rae Kopping
Dave & Rae Kopping
Rene & Roy Chasen
Rhona & Robert Berzack
Thelma & Steven Levy

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

In loving memory of Greer-Rose Kopping
Pesach Greetings to June & Eli Rovetti
Pesach Greetings to Linda & Asher Saban
Rhona Berzack - 60th Birthday
Alan & Charmaine Jacks - Marriage
Jeff & Annette Broide - Congratulations on your new home

Rhona Berzack
- 60th Birthday
- Kevin &
Jude Swaine,
Mordechai &
Glynis Greenblat,
Vivienne & Ivan
Maron and Rene &
Roy Chasen

HELPING HAND (for the elderly, families at risk, single parents & families with special needs)
Hilda & Nicole Sichel
Lorna & Mervyn Toube

IN MEMORIAM

Alan & Marilyn Silbert
Alan & Marilyn Silbert
Alan & Marilyn Silbert
Andrea Armist, Jodi, Oren & Omer Gadot
Andrea Armist, Jodi, Oren & Omer Gadot
Chana & Israel Ben Ami
Chava Agmon
Dave & Rae Kopping
David & Ingride Lewis
Frank & Margaret Fabian
Hilda & Nicole Sichel
Hilton & Marie Tapnack
Hilton & Marie Tapnack
Janice Shrier & Children
Jeff Geffen
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
Refael Shvil
Rose Lurie
Shalva Hayut
Sharon Bachar
The Klabbers Klaberjas Klub

....... In loving memory of Zelda Kaplan
....... Lorna & Mervyn Toube - 40th Wedding Anniversary
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

In loving memory of parents Sim & Hilda Horn
In loving memory of parents Philip & Hilda Silbert
In loving memory of sister Jennifer Shevil
In loving memory of Brian & Jason Armist
In loving memory of Esther & Ockey Saltz and Judy & Ben Armist
In loving memory of Riva Sandler
In loving memory of Hugo Agmon Alperstein
In loving memory of Greer-Rose Kopping
In loving memory of Paul Abelman
In loving memory of beloved daughter Talyah
In loving memory of Zelda Kaplan
In loving memory of Jack Rosenberg
In loving memory Molly Tapnack
In loving memory of Alan (Eli) Shrier
Bobby Kantor
In loving memory of dearly beloved wife Doreen Altschler - 80th Birthday In loving memory of Merle Jankelowitz
Bernard & Shirley
In loving memory of Neville Berkley
Suskin, Pat & Cecil
In loving memory of Rochelle Swil
Breiter and Shirley
In loving memory of Melanie Aronowich
& Ivan Kantor
In loving memory of Adrian Leftwich
In loving memory of beloved dad, Jock
In loving memory of Neville Berkley
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SUSAN SHARON LONE SOLDIER PROJECT (to assist lone soldiers upon completion of their army
service, as they settle in to civilian life in Israel)
Donors
Batya & Jonathan Shmukler and family
Bernard & Ros Bak
Chana & Israel Ben Ami
Ilana & Micha Grunberg and family
Shely & Barry Cohen and family

CARING FOR THE ELDERLY

Alan & Marilyn Silbert
Alan & Marilyn Silbert
Alan & Marilyn Silbert
Anthony & Sandra Waks
Batya & Jonathan Shmukler and family
Batya & Jonathan Shmukler and family
Hilton & Marie Tapnack
Hilton & Marie Tapnack
Hilton & Marie Tapnack
Ilana & Micha Grunberg and family
Refael Shvil
Shely & Barry Cohen and family

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
Rhona & Robert Berzack

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

Honourees
Rhona & Larry Shein - Tarryn & Priel’s Wedding
Morris Rubin - In Appreciation
In loving memory of Riva Sandler
Rhona & Larry Shein - Tarryn & Priel’s Wedding
Rhona & Larry Shein - Tarryn & Priel’s Wedding

.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......
.......

In loving memory of parents Sim & Hilda Horn
In loving memory of parents Philip & Hilda Silbert
In loving memory of sister Jennifer Shevil
Maurice Katz - 80th Birthday
Ros Mowszowski - Birthday
Denise Shmukler - Birthday
In loving memory of Jack Rosenberg
In gratitude to Hashem
In loving memory Molly Tapnack
Ros Mowszowski - Birthday
In loving memory of Rochelle Swil
Ros Mowszowski - Birthday

Rhona & Larry
Shein - Tarryn &
Priel’s Wedding Batya & Jonathan
Shmukler and
family, Ilana &
Micha Grunberg
and family and
Shely & Barry
Cohen and family

....... Glynis Keet - 70th Birthday

*BURSARY FUND FOR SOLDIERS
*SCHOLARSHIPS
*ISAAC OCHBERG MEMORIAL FUND
*KEREN ALIZA
*MARILYN CHAZAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
*MAURICE OSTROFF MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND

Ros Mowszowski
- Birthday - Shely
& Barry Cohen and
family, Batya &
Jonathan Shmukler
and family and
Ilana & Micha
Grunberg and
family

*MAYER PINCUS BAREL FUND
*SAM LEVIN BURSARY FUND
*SURF FUND (Special Urgent Relief Fund)
Hertzel & Lola Katz
Hertzel & Lola Katz
John & Judy Eliasov

*PRAS SCHOLARSHIPS
David & Ingride Lewis
Naty & Denise Tobias

....... Malcolm Dash - 80th Birthday
....... In appreciation of Louise Braverman
....... Paul Horwitz - 70th Birthday
....... In loving memory of Paul Abelman
....... Benny Gluch - 80th Birthday

Harris (Zvi) and
Phyllis Green - In
honour of Israel
& Telfed’s 70th
Birthday

*WOOLF RAKIN MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND (supported by Rakin family & friends)
Renee Rakin

....... In honour of friends and family

*DENTAL EMERGENCY FUND
TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community initiative)
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Gerry Jacobson
- 80th Birthday Steve & Ethyne
Handler

TRUST in TELFED

Trust Funds and Charitable Foundations under Telfed’s administration in its 70 years of operation:

The Doone SA Charitable Foundation
The Goldberg Family Foundation (Odzi Zimbabwe)
The Isadore & Theresa Cohen Educational Trust
The Mauerberger Foundation Fund, Channel Islands
The Meyer Hirsch Goldschmidt Foundation
The Samuel and Pauline Sussman Memorial Trust
The Stanley and Zea Lewis Foundation
Bnoth Zion Association, Wizo & Hanna Sandler Israel Bursary
Fund
The Abraham & Rachel Zeiper Trust
The Abraham and Fanny Lilly Radomsky Bursary Fund
The Abraham Chosack & Judy Hanson Fund
The Ania Pevsner Charitable Trust
The Anne D. Ordansky Trust
The Arnold and Evelyn Kirsch Educational Fund
The Arona Berold Fund
The Association of Parents Fund
The Becks and Abe Lowenstein Memorial Bursary Fund
The Betty Herbstein Birthday Fund
The Blanch Isaacson Memorial Fund
The Boris & Selma Senior Trust
The Cantor Immerman Jubilee Fund
The Cape Town Flower Group Scholarship Fund
The Chaim Hadany Memorial Fund
The Charles and Abraham Bloch Memorial Fund
The Charles and Edith Sacks Memorial Education Fund
The Charles Joffe Trust Fund
The Chava Ben Sheffer Educational Fund
The David Chaitowitz Fund
The Doreen & Bennie Fisher Bursary Fund
The Dorothy Herbstein Trust Fund
The Dr. Harry Goldberg Trust
The Dr. Jack Smith Memorial Educational Fund
The Estate Late Inez Bernstein Memorial Scholarship Fund
The Estate of the Late Anne Rubik
The Estate of the Late Edward Katzenellenbogen
The Estate of the Late Leah Treisman
The Estate of the Late Mary Mordukhovitz
The Estate of the Late Max Klotz
The Estate of the Late Moses Sagor
The Estate of the Late Mrs A.D. Harris
The Evelyn Jacobson Will Trust
The Ezra Glaser Memorial Fund
The Fanny Berold Memorial Bursary
The Gideon Levitas Scholarship Fund
The Guy Golan Memorial Scholarships
The H.S. Dembitzer Will Trust
The Hannah Jacobson Spreekmeester Bursary Fund
The Harris and Fanny Jacobs Bursaries
The Harry and Dora Moss-Morris Memorial Fund
The Helena Siew Scholarships
The Hirsh Hennoch and Shore Honor Education Trust
The Isaac and Blanka Hariton Trust
The Isidore Choritz Charitable Trust
The Israel Cohen Memorial Fund
The Israel Geshen Memorial Fund

The Israel Lazarus Educational Fund
The Jack Katz Bursary Fund
The Jacob and Sheindel Kolnick Scholarship Fund
The Jacob Max Klevansky Fund
The Jeffry Elion Memorial Scholarship
The Joseph & Betty Herbstein Wedding Anniversary Fund
The Joseph and Chana Rubik Memorial Fund
The Joseph Herbstein Assistance Fund
The Joseph Herbstein Testimonial Fund
The Judith and Joe Hanson Educational Trust
The Karpel David, Elizabeth and Philip Myer Bursary
The Late Jane & Helen Rogow Trust
The Leo Kowarsky Memorial Scholarship Fund
The Leon & Ben Jacobson Trust
The Leon and Fanny Segal Trust Fund
The Leon Armist Memorial Fund
The Lewis and Eva Kottler Memorial Educational Fund
The Lilithy Herbstein for Disabled Children
The Louis & Zena Berold Scholarship Fund
The Louis Ariel Goldschmidt Fund
The Louis Chor Memorial Trust Fund
The Manuel and Phyllis Sacher Education Fund
The Maurice & Rose Kottler Medical Assistance Fund
The Max and Ada Ostrowiak Scholarship Fund
The Max Spilkin Educational and Recreational Trust.
The Mayer Pincus Bar-El Educational Fund
The Meyer and Germaine Goldschmidt Memorial Fund
The Meyer Mendelsohn Fund
The Mike Cohen Memorial Fund
The Morris & Mary Kavin Foundation
The Moshe Hill Research Fund
The Mr and Mrs Sisel Memorial Scholarships
The Mrs. Rebecca Pless Trust Fund
The Naomi and Yossie Pearlman Education Fund
The Percy Leon Educational Trust Fund
The Philip and Rachel Policansky Educational Fund
The Philip Herbstein Memorial Fund
The Pollie Jacobs Memorial Maritime Bursary
The Pollie Jacobs ORT Memorial Scholarships
The Ray and Israel Fine Fund
The Reggie Edelstein Trust Fund
The Robert Kofsky Memorial Trust
The Robert Nemen Memorial Bursary Fund
The Rose E Kristeller Memorial Fund
The Roslyn Binder Memorial Fund
The Ruth and Gideon Baratz Fund
The SA Jewish Settlers Fund
The SA Magbit Hayeladim
The Samuel E and Pearl Newberger Scholarship Fund
The Samuel Katzen Memorial Scholarships
The Sander and Laurie Ostrowiak Fund
The Simon Kuper Memorial Scholarship Fund
The Sonia Schwab Memorial Bursary
The South African Jewish Maritime League
The WZO of South Africa Golden Jubilee Trust Fund
The Zvi Infeld Fund
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In Memoriam

Telfed Team
General enquiries: info@telfed.org.il

Reception: +972 9 7907800 (Avital) Toll Free from SA: 0800-997-495

Dorron Kline │ Chief Executive Officer (CEO)│ dorron@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 818
Nava Lapid │ Chief Operating Officer (COO)│ nava@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 803
Nikki Leviner │ Head of Resource Development│ nikki@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 802
Shireen Burt │ Fundraising, Donations & Mag. Subscriptions│donations@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 819
Nicole Trope│Community Awareness Coordinator│ community@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 825
Ariela Siegel │ Social Worker and Head of Aliyah and Klita│ ariela@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 821
Daniela Shapira │ Klita Counsellor│ daniela@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 804
Dana Levy Tavor │ Head of Endowments, Scholarships & PRAS (E.S.P.) │ esp@telfed.org.il / Tel. 09 7907 811
Simone Pikas │Administrator -Endowments, Scholarships & PRAS │ admin.esp@telfed.org.il │ Tel 09 7907817
Dana Ben Chail │Volunteerism│ Community Projects and Events│ volunteers@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 805
Dafna Rosenfeld │ Telfed Property Manager│ isrentco@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 808
Helayne Shedletzky │ Bookkeeper│ helayne@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 802
Gerald Wolman │ Accounting Dept│ gerald@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 807
Yael Strausz │ Assistant to the COO/ Employment Advisor│ yael@telfed.org.il / 09 7907 815
Michal Merten │ Employment Counsellor │ michal_olimjobs@telfed.org.il

Special Appeal

Renew your subscription

Please help us cover production and postage costs
with a renewed subscription. You also may want to
consider an annual subscription as a gift for an
overseas friend or relative.
You can fill in the enclosed form or call
Shireen at Telfed (09)7907819

(Part time) Administrative Assistant - Fundraising Department
המשרה מיועדת לנשים וגברים כאחד

JOB DESCRIPTION (4 hours per day):
- Administration of all departmental affairs, reporting to the Head of the Department.
- Meetings, minutes, travel logistics, correspondence, event co-ordination, data entry, preparation of (graphic and other)
materials (such as video clips, albums, invitations, collages, cards etc.)

Telfed Chairman Batya
Shmukler, members
of the Directorate, Executive
Council and all Staff express
heartfelt condolences
to families whose loved ones
have passed away
in recent months.

Bobsy Solomon (Herzliya)
Brian Lotzoff (Tel Mond)
Chava Agmon (Tel Aviv)
David Fine (Maayan Baruch)
Geoffrey Israel (Herzliya)
Harry Shaer (Haifa)
Haviva Zimmerman (Raanana)
Jack Rosenberg (Raanana)

“An Accomplished Woman
Who Can Find?”

mention friends and relatives galore.
Truly a warm, open house, where
everybody felt welcome.
Haviva’s commitment to the greater
community was surpassed by one
thing only: her dedication to her
family.This was her highest priority,
and her devotion to her children and
grandchildren serves as an ongoing
inspiration to all who knew her.

(by Shulamit Yativ)

Upon hearing the name “Haviva
Zimmerman’’, perhaps the first thing
that would pop into the minds of people
who knew her would be her profound
love of Israel.
Haviva’s strong zionist sentiments
is what first brought her to Israel in
the early 1960's, during which she
spent time volunteering on a number
of kibbutzim. Over the years, she
returned many times to her beloved
Eretz Yisrael, and eventually fulfilled
her dream of making aliyah in the year
2000.
Haviva is also fondly remembered as
an active member of the Durban Jewish
Community, making her contribution
in many areas, from teaching Hebrew
and Jewish Studies at Carmel School,

Jock Falkson (Raanana)
Lilian Hyde (Raanana)
Mark Zegal (Karmiel)
Merle Jankelowitz (Shoham)
Myron Shevel (Hod Hasharon)
Neville Berkley (South Africa)
Sheila Avraham (Ashkelon)
Thelma Klein (Raanana)

Haviva Zimmerman z’l

running the Bat Mitzvah programme,
and hosting communal functions.
She tirelessly dedicated much time
and energy to volunteering for
organizations such as WIZO, and
programmes such as Sar-El.
Within her own home Haviva’s
hospitality was exemplary. She and
her husband Maldy hosted countless
guests, ranging from Rabbis and
foreign dignitaries to visiting Israeli
speakers, artists and musicians, not to

“Haviva” means “Beloved”. Indeed,
her name perfectly exemplifies her
essence. This unique woman was
blessed with an unusual combination
of both nobility, modesty and humility,
as well as power and gentleness.
All who knew her were enchanted
by her eyes and her smile, which
radiated lovingkindness and warmth,
and everyone felt comfortable in her
presence.

”“רבות בנות עשו חייל ואת עלית על כולנה
“Many women are accomplished,
and you surpassed them all’’

Remember your loved ones with a charitable donation in their memory
Tel: 09 7907819 (Shireen) Email: donations@telfed.org.il

Requirements:
▪ Native English with excellent writing skills ▪ Hebrew ▪Advanced computer literacy ▪ Proven office admin skills ▪ Accurate
and detail oriented ▪ Experience with graphics, formatting and video creation ▪ Ability to multi-task and learn quickly.
▪ An advantage: Experience in fundraising, CRM and event planning ▪
Please send a cv in English with a cover letter outlining your suitability to yael@telfed.org.il

Mazaltov to Telfed and the State of Israel - celebrating 70 years of Aliyah, Klitah and
building a phenomenal community and country.
Page sponsored by Dave & Gail Bloom
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New Arrivals

Nuptials

South Africa

(November 2017- March 2018)
Cape Town

Yossi, son of Rabbi Moshe
Silberhaft and Mandy Silberhaft
of Johannesburg, South Africa,
married Efrat, daughter of Shmuel
and Dvorah Barzilai of Vienna,
Austria.

Moshe, son of Jonny and Aliza
Klompas of Beit Shemesh
(originally of Johannesburg),
married Noa, daughter of David
and Vered Segev of Kfar Saba.

Talia, daughter of Graeme and
Cheryl Liebson of Ein Sarid,
granddaughter of Les and Jean
Baron, married Oz Rubin

Berman, Joel
Borland, Ryan
Cantor, Taryn
Cohen, Lionel & Leonore
Eliason, Ora
Friedman, Rebecca
Goldschmidt, Elisheva (Isabella) &
Ahava
Joffe, Brandon
Kotzen, Kevin
Sagor Sahara, Abigail

To mark a special occasion or yartzheit, you can make a donation to Keren Telfed and we will send a card in your name. Give a meaningful
gift by assisting members of our community less fortunate. For more info contact Shireen: donations@telfed.org.il 09 7907819

Abigail Thiem, Brendan Harris, Jonathan
Evans and Liam Tighe at the back

Schwartz, David
Shneor, Trevor
Thiem, Caleb

Durban

Arkin, Anthony & Marion
Davidson, Debra-Lee
Hack, Dorian & Anne

Johannesburg

Amar, Rafael
Ash, Chanan & Daniella and Gavriel,
Raphael, Natanel
Bacher, Shterna
Bartkunsky, Shmuel
Berman, Chananya & Davida
Binkin, Sandra
Blecher, Dalya
Blecher, Jonathan & Lisa and Sara,
Eliana

Blecher, Sidney & Henriette
Bolnick, Shaun
Bukman, Hanan
Burbaitzky, David
Butchart, Simcha
Cane, Caylen
Class, Jared
Daitz, Craig & Jena and Shanti, Avi,
Suri
Davis, Kiara-Lee
Du Toit, Johannes
Evans, Morris & Dorothy
Evens, Jonathan
Feldman, Adam
Fine, Leora
Francis, Aidan
Francis, Alistair
Franks, Gillian
Gavronsky, Benjamin
Goldberg, Shmuel
Goldfaine, Batsheva
Harris, Brendan
Katz, Lesley Anne and Aaron,
Rebecca
Kreel, Gwen and Eli
Latilla, Guido
Lefkowitz, Louis
Levy, Sigaliya
Lewenstein, Yehuda
Lewison, Keira
Licht, Lawrence & Rene
Licht, Linda
Lipschitz, Susan
Miller, Isaac & Avrille
Nathan, Danit
Nathan, Gregory & Lisa and Kira,
Talia
Polakow, Ariel
Reingold, Jana and Sienna, Max
Sacker, Michael & Bernice
Segal, Carole
Shear, Benjamin
Shor, Mark
Singer, Andrea & Mayan
Singer, Doron
Smolowitz, Aviva
Stein, Raymond
Taitz Du Toit, Justine
Thiem, Abigail
Tighe, Liam
Weiner, Marc
Weiner, Melwyn & Vivienne

Classifieds

All classified advertisements have to
be paid in advance of publication.
For payment by Credit Card, please
contact Shireen Burt at Telfed
Magazine production: 09-7907819

Accommodation

Holiday Apts, Ra’anana, Herzliya
Pituach, Jerusalem and Netanya,
website www.rentisrael.com, info@
rentisrael.com (050) 711-7967 voip,
(416) 630-9639 skype caryfox1

Catering

Fonda’s Catering - catering for all
occasions. Offering certified Kosher
catering from Fonda’s at Meatland
for all your catering needs from
Britot to Weddings.
For further information, contact
Nicky 052-8488678

Tel-Aviv on foot

Not just a walking tour but one
with a difference…. an exciting
experience you’ll want to share with
family and friends. Call me: Eldad
Levine – eldadlevine@yahoo.com
050-5292938

DISCLAIMER:

Telfed (SAZF Israel) provides
classifieds as a service to the public.
We do not make any representations
or warranties of any kind, express
or implied, about the completeness,
accuracy, reliability or suitability of the
products or services advertised. Any
reliance you place on such information
is therefore at your discretion.

Wishing Telfed a huge mazel tov on its 70th anniversary. May you continue doing the wonderful work that you do.
Page before sponsored by Jonathan, Batya, Mickey, Gali, Eitan and Yael Shmukler.
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RAPHAEL RECANATI
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL at IDC HERZLIYA

LIVE IN ISRAEL
Study in English
INFO SESSIONS

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
2018-2019

ALL PROGRAMS

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS

Wednesday, April 4, 14:30 (Pesach)

• BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

BA PROGRAMS

• COMMUNICATIONS

Wednesday, May 30, 17:30
Monday, July 9, 17:30

• BUSINESS & ECONOMICS (double major)
• COMPUTER SCIENCE (BSc)
• ENTREPRENEURSHIP & BUSINESS (double major)
• ENTREPRENEURSHIP & COMPUTER SCIENCE
(BSc, double major)
• GOVERNMENT
• GOVERNMENT & SUSTAINABILITY (double major)

Jessica Cohen

• PSYCHOLOGY

Myndlift,
Customer and Product Success

ONE SEMESTER / ONE YEAR / FULL DEGREE

BA Psychology 2017
South Africa

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
MA • COUNTER-TERRORISM & HOMELAND
SECURITY STUDIES
• DIPLOMACY & CONFLICT STUDIES
• FINANCIAL ECONOMICS
• ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR &
DEVELOPMENT (OBD)

GLOBAL • INNOVATION & ENTREPRENEURSHIP
MBA
• STRATEGY & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
MBA • ONE-YEAR MBA

Kfir Rusin
API Events,
Managing Director
BA Business Administration 2013
South Africa
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www.rris.idc.ac.il

• MBA HEALTHCARE INNOVATION

IDC SUMMER ULPAN July 8 - August 16

RSVP
+972 9 960 2842

rris.registrar@idc.ac.il

