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Flying the
Blue & White Flag

hear increasingly of Israelis who
steer clear of foreign newspapers and TV news networks as if they
were protruding mines. “Why do I need
to get depressed?” Their reasoning is
not without merit.
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When it comes to Israel, the coverage is predictably critical, little semblance of balance. We are up against
what the most recent recipient of the
Man Booker Prize, UK-based journalist
Howard Jacobson calls, “a dictatorship of the one-sided.” On the current
anti-Israel rampage, Jacobson writes:
“Deviate a fraction of a moral millimetre from the prevailing orthodoxy
on Israel, you are either not listened
to or jeered” or worse “abused; your
reading of history trashed.”
It’s a tough fight, but the battle of
ideas needs to be waged with no less
vigour than the billions expended on
Israel’s defence hardware. Amongst
those engaged in this ‘Battleground of
Perceptions’, are an increasing number
of Southern Africans.
In our Cover Story, we interview
Michal Faktor, a young former South
African from Johannesburg. A 3rd year
medical student at TAU, she organised
a global conference this past summer
for medical students – over 60 participants from 25 countries came. “Our
aim was to impart to a young and future leadership an overview of the extensive humanitarian work that Israel
performs - not only responding to international crises such as the earthquakes in Haiti last year, or in Turkey
in 1999, but ongoing projects throughout each and every year.”
Her motto is: “What people do not hear,
they do not know.”

No less exciting for our Southern
African community than having these
young ambassadors for Israel, is the
appointment of former
Capetonian Meron Reuben
as Israel’s Ambassador to
the UN. Following his maiden address to the Security
Council, he returned to
Israel where he found time
to address the Telfed leadership. The Southern African
community wishes him Hatzlacha in his
challenging position.
Israelis increasingly ask whether a
Jewish state, however magnanimous
and conciliatory, will ever be accepted
in the Middle East. While we take pride
in what we have achieved in some six
decades and so well portrayed in the
recent best seller, ‘Start-Up Nation’,
others may look on with envy and
probably see the Jewish State as that
“Up-start Nation.’
Under assault by a world plagued by
an amalgam of jealousy and visceral
anti-Semitism, it should come as no
surprise that the smart money is still
on Israel. There are more Israeli companies on NASDAQ than all of Europe
or all of India, China, Korea and Japan
combined and more global venture capital each year enters the Israel market
on a per capita basis than the US and
thirty times more than Europe.
Like the flow of capital, the immigration to Israel of tomorrow will understandably be an aliya of choice.
As always, Telfed is ready to welcome
an increasing number of olim.
Dave Kaplan
Editor, Telfed Magazine

Telfed
wishes
Southern
Africans
a Happy
Chanukah.

SUPPORT YOUR MAGAZINE
We hope you enjoy our new and
improved Telfed Magazine format.
Three times a year we bring to you
stories and images ranging from
Telfed’s activities and projects,
community news, politics, business,
the arts, sport, academia, activities
and achievements of our younger
generation and Israel-Southern
Africa relations.
We strive to be the voice of the
Southern African Community in
Israel. Telfed Magazine needs your
support - please help by making a
donation towards production costs.
We would appreciate an annual
contribution of NIS 80, but please
feel free to send in any amount you
wish. Whatever you send will help
to ensure that every member in our
special community receives his/her
Telfed Magazine. Fill in the coupon
in the flyer enclosed in this copy of
your magazine and return to us with
either your credit card details or a
cheque, made out to SAZF (Israel).

Focus on Telfed
Southern Africans in Israel (SAII):

A Story of Achievement and Enrichment
Telfed initiates an on-line archive of Southern Africans in Israel.

“W

hat have Southern Africans
not touched and developed?”
asks Israel’s 6th State President
Chaim Herzog, in his forward to
Telfed’s 1992 publication ‘70 Years of
Southern African Aliyah – A Story of
Achievement’. He
answers: “They
are agricultural
pioneers in the
classic kibbutz
mode and pioneers in industry.
They have given
President Herzog
Israel
excellent
shaking hands with
former Telfed Director physicians and
veterinarians.”
Sam Levin.
Not only are
they sportsmen

but “they influence others to engage
in sports. They have enriched Israel by
their concern with the arts, their splendidly organized volunteering, and their
innovations in medical care. Virtually
every important aspect of Israeli life
has benefited from them.”
It’s Telfed’s belief that every Southern
African that has settled in Israel has a
remarkable history; a tale worth telling
- from the young idealists who came
in the days of the British Mandate,
establishing kibbutzim under rigorous
physical conditions
to the wave after
wave of immigrants
who came, and in
whatever walk of
life, have enriched

Directorate

the State of Israel.
For this reason, Telfed has initiated a
project to record data of all Southern
Africans who immigrated to Israel
prior to and after the founding of the
State. The project’s convenor, former
Telfed Chairman Hertzel Katz, has
assembled a committee of well known
Southern Africans in the community
with the aim of creating an on-line
database of all Southern Africans who
came on aliya.
See enclosed questionnaire and covering letter.

Te lfe d ’s H o t N e

Meet the
Telfed Staff

w P ro je ct !

Sidney Shapiro

Telfed Director. Coordinates all the
activities and services of Telfed
towards achieving its vision and
financial objectives. Liaises between
the multifarious components of
the organization, ensuring a
harmonious atmosphere for efficient and pleasant
working relationships.  He is ultimately responsible for
the strategic planning of the organization, as well as
developing programmes and services for the benefit and
wellbeing of the Southern African community in Israel.
(09)7907 802 / sidney@telfed.org.il

Nava Lapid

Financial and Administrative Director
of Telfed. Responsible for all
bookkeeping systems, relationships
with banks, financial reports and
annual financial statements, the
annual budget and control of the budget, investments,
legal matters, ensures the compliancy regulations with
the Israeli authorities, responsible for staff matters and
for office affairs. (09)7907 803 / nava@telfed.org.il

Dorron Kline

Recently in Israel, Eliot Osrin, doyen of the Cape Town
Jewish community and a recipient of the prestigious
Yakir Telfed Award, met with Telfed Chairman, Maish
Isaacson and Director Sidney Shapiro where a number of
issues pertaining to the various Trust Funds administered
by Telfed and the welfare of Southern Africans in Israel
were discussed.
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Telfed’s Deputy Director and in
charge of Telfed’s Aliya and Klita
services; coordinates the activities
of the Telfed Regional Committees;
oversees Telfed’s activities with
other immigrant organisations and
is responsible for Telfed’s public relations and fundraising
activities. (09)7907 818 / dorron@telfed.org.il

Aliya and Klita Division
Southern Africans in Israel (SAII)
A-Team - Online Archive Committee
back row (l-r): Ian Rogow, Lara
Greenberg, Lindsay Talmud, Annette
Milliner-Giladi, Merle Guttmann.
front row: Sidney Shapiro, Hertzel
Katz, Maurice Ostroff.
Committee members not appearing
in photo: Meera Jacobson, Maurice
Rogev, Ralph Lanesman, Maish
Isaacson (ex-officio).

Louise Geva

Telfed’s social worker in charge
of professional counselling for
new and veteran Olim and the
administration of the Loans and
Assistance Committee.
(09)7907 821/Fax: 7907816
/louise@telfed.org.il

Sharon
Bernstein

Administrative assistant to Director,
ExecutiveandManagementcommittees;
Employment advisor; Keren Telfed
donations; Front desk; Secretary Media committee; Proofreader
- Telfed magazine (09)7907 801 / sharon@telfed.org.il

Susan Sharon

Aliya and Klita advisor for both preand post-Aliyah; administrator of
the “Endowments and Scholarships
Committee” and Telfed’s Trust
Funds. (09)7907 804 / susan@
telfed.org.il

Yael BiramMalach

Soc ial worker who heads and
coordinates Telfed’s PRAS student
community service scholarship
programme. (09)7907819/
yael@telfed.org.il (S un-Thurs
8.00–14.00)

Eli‘s
Taxi Service

Accounts Department

Helayne
Shedletzky

Telfed’s bookkeeper, responsible for
daily bookkeeping, preparation
of receipts and bank deposits,
journal entries/bank reconciliations, cheques to vendors and
preparation of trial balances and working papers for annual
financial audit. (09)7907 820 / helayne@telfed.org.il

Gerald Wolman

Responsible for maintaining the books
of Keren Telfed, Isrentco and Telfed’s
major Trust Funds, and processing
credit card payments. (09)7907 207
/ gerald@telfed.org.il (Sun-Thurs
8:00–13:00)

Michal Merten

Telfed Magazine production and
payments, including subscriptions
and payments from advertisers;
administrative assistant to Telfed’s
Financial Director and in charge of
Telfed’s database. (09)7907 808 /
michal@telfed.org.il
(Sun-Thurs 8:00-13:00)

ISRENTCO

Pinchas Melchior

manages Telfed’s rental housing
company “Isrentco” and administers
its three buildings (containing 94
apartments) in Tel Aviv and Ra’anana.
(09)7907 806 / isrentco@telfed.org.il
(Mon-Thurs 8:00-13:00)

Shalom Menashe

Telfed’s handyman - responsible for
painting, electrical and plumbing repairs
to Telfed’s three buildings.

• Experienced New York
cabbie
•Native English-speaker
•Serving the Sharon area
•Passengers or parcels all
over Israel
•25 years of driving
experience
•Polite and reliable service
•24 hours a day
•Specializing in airport
service (including
greeting arriving guests)
•Only non-smoking, new,
air-conditioned taxis
•Advance reservations
available by mail or phone

Eli:
050-8697093

elitaxi1@bezeqint.net
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Focus on Telfed

In the
hot spot
‘The Winds of Change’ are blowing through the
corridors at 48 King George Street, Jerusalem

F

ollowing in the footsteps of former
Southern Africans holding leadership positions in the Jewish Agency
for Israel (JAFI) – Louis Pincus,
Executive Chairman (1965-1973),
Raphael Kotlowitz Chairman of the
Aliya and Klita Department (1978-1983)
and Mendel Kaplan, Chairman of the
Board of Governors (1987-1995) – in
March 2010, Alan Hoffmann became
the first Southern African appointed the
organisation’s Director-General.
Since his aliya from Johannesburg
in 1967, Alan has been active in promoting Jewish Education. A graduate
of Harvard, he spent 13 years at the
Melton Centre for Jewish Education
at the Hebrew University, including
six years as its director. Subsequently,
he served as the Executive Director
of the Council for Initiatives in Jewish
Education in New York and in 1997 was
named the head of the Mandel Center
for Jewish Continuity at the Hebrew
University. In 2000, Alan became the
Director General of the Education
Department of the Jewish Agency, a
position he held until his new appointment in March.
As JAFI’s new Director General, Alan
not only has overall responsibility for its
worldwide operations but is responsible
for developing a new ‘Strategic Plan’
that is set to dramatically change the
organization. After recently addressing
Telfed’s Executive Council in Ra’anana,

Alan spoke to Telfed Magazine’s editor,
David Kaplan:
During your tenure as Director General of JAFI’s
Education Department, what were some of the
major highlights?

One of the most important achievements was creating ‘MASA’ (Israel
Journey) with Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon. The goal was ambitious - to attract one out of four young Jews, that
is, 25% of the total world Jewish student population, to spend a semester
to a year in Israel. We began six years
ago with 3000 participants, mostly orthodox. This year we will have over
11,000, mostly non-orthodox and I anticipate that within 10 years, we will
have achieved our goal. This will have
a transformative effect in the sense of
how young Jews all over the world relate to Israel.
We have already seen that 10% of
MASA participants return to Israel
within a year of their returning home.
Although created to strengthen Jewish
life and Jewish leadership in the Diaspora,
MASA may well prove the most significant trigger for future aliya.
Secondly, a large part of our work focused on the former Soviet Union - not
so much on aliya - but in strengthening
the connection of young Jews throughout this vast area to Israel. This we
achieved by annually attracting 30,000
to attend ulpanim, 10,000 to summer
camps and creating a network of Jewish
Day Schools and youth clubs.

Alan Hoffmann,
Director-General of
the Jewish Agency

Are they equipped to take on such a tough task?

They are making a major impact, hence
the need to expand this project. Our goal
is to send 100 top calibre emissaries to
100 universities throughout the world,
which have the largest concentration of
Jewish students.
There has been much coverage in the media of
the Jewish Agency going through enormous
change. What has significantly changed in the
Jewish world that made JAFI see the need to
respond?

Number one, the very legitimacy of
Israel has been called into question.
This new phenomenon is undermining the commitment to Israel of young
Jews today. More distant from the iconic epochs of modern Jewish history,
they are less emotively connected and
hence more susceptible to the demonizing and delegitimizing assaults on the
Jewish State.

Secondly, with less funds coming in
from the campaigns, a trend that began
even before the world economic meltdown in 2008, the old formula, where
Jews in the Diaspora pay to vicariously
build the land and State of Israel has
changed. Six decades removed from inA third major area of the work of the
dependence, Israel (the child) is strongEducation Department was in counterer, more robust and demographically
ing the weakening of the connection
greater than the parent, hence we have
of young Jews in the westernTaking
world
a stroll on Rothschild.
devised new paradigms of partnership,
to Israel. To reach this age group, we
where each – Israel and the Jewish comsend ‘Young Shlichim’ (also the name
munities in the Diaspora - contributes
of the project) abroad. Graduates of
to the other in a more symbiotic relathe IDF, and highly motivated, 1500 of
tionship. Partnership 2000 (P2K) is an
these young emissaries participate each
example of this.
year in Jewish summer camps across the
world, including South Africa.
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Another crucial sector where the
Agency has become pro-active is in our
support for the embattled Jewish students
on campuses in the USA where there
is so much hostile anti-Israel activity.
We will be sending in this coming year,
forty shlichim to these campuses.

A third development is the increasing

partnership of the Israeli government.
To preserve the uniqueness of the Jewish
people with Israel as its epicenter is no
less an existential issue than protecting
our borders - hence the government’s
financial participation in massively expensive projects like Taglit-Birthright
and MASA. For Israel to invest in the
Diaspora, rather than the other way
around is a relatively new development.
A major challenge remains the very
high rates of intermarriage coupled
with lower birthrates - a deadly combination for Jewish continuity.
This is the context in which the Jewish
Agency has had to rethink - not its mission - but how to strategically and organisationally confront new challenges.
Will this translate into a new reallocation of
resources?

Yes. The Jewish Agency of the future
will allocate far more of its resources
into watering and fertilising the tree
rather than into harvesting its fruit
in the belief that this will rejuvenate
Jewish communities in their connection
to Israel. Down the road this will encourage and increase aliya. Our core mission remains intact; our methodologies
to reach those aims are changing.
How different will JAFI look structurally?

In order to meet these new challenges, some or all of the old depart-

ments may give way
to a more pragmatic
and integrated architecture that best suits
the new strategic direction. As this is still
‘Under Construction’, I
don’t want to be more specific.
How will JAFI’s Israel Centre in South Africa and
which Telfed was so instrumental in creating,
feature in the emerging new structure?

We are very happy with the Israel
Centre. In fact, it has been a huge success story. South Africa was one of the
first countries where JAFI experimented
with a structure that integrated aliya
promotion, aliya processing and education, all in one. This precedes the
major structural changes that are to
take place in JAFI over the next year
and provides an example – albeit a micro-example - of a working model for
the fashioning of the Jewish Agency
of the future.
In pursuance of JAFI’s new vision, what role do
you see the immigrant organizations like Telfed
playing in the future?

They remain as important as ever, to
support the successful absorption of new
immigrants. With an anticipated increase
in aliya, their services are going to be
even more in need. Telfed is recognized
as one of the strongest immigrant organizations and explains why its expertise is so
often sought by other organizations.
What is the status of immigration generally?

A compilation of factors are leading
to an increase in aliya - up by 18% for
a second year in a row – which will include the final chapter in the saga of

aliya from Ethiopia.
Regarding the increase of western
aliya, firstly, JAFI has initiated new initiatives targeting specific categories of
olim. An example would be our special
programme for doctors.
Secondly, the process of aliya has
changed. Today, technology is replacing
old methodologies. Our engagement with
potential olim can be done through our
state-of-the-art Jewish Agency Global
Center which is manned 24 hours a day,
in 25 languages. A person in many parts
of the world can call a local number
and speak to someone in their own language who is sitting in Jerusalem. This
streamlining of the process of aliya is
definitely a major achievement contributing to the increase.
Thirdly, Israel’s robust economy is
attracting immigrants from countries
who are apprehensive about their own
economies.
Fourthly, our data shows that more
and more people are making aliya because they are concerned about Jewish
identity for themselves and their children, particularly in societies where
Jewish communities are feeling on the
defensive. France is an example - 2,200
this year, up from 1780 the previous
year. There has also been an increase
from Belgium, Italy and Switzerland,
commensurate with increases there in
anti-Semitism. While we have also seen
increases from Latin America, South
Africa is a little down from last year
but by year’s end, may well remain at
its current annual level.
The point about South Africa, aliya
cycles fluctuate depending on situations both in Israel and in South Africa.
Fortunately, over the last eight years
or so, we have had the Israel Centre in
place to help tilt Jewish emigration to
fly out - metaphorically speaking – on
El Al rather than Quantas. •

Focus on Telfed
Building Bridges

Take Care
“We in Israel must be thankful for our
national health system which by law
looks after every one of Israel’s citizens.
It provides a level of affordable care that
is the envy of countries worldwide,”
Dr. Rosen of the Maccabi Health Fund
told an audience of Southern Africans
at Telfed Moadon Le’Oleh in Schwartz
Street, Ra’anana. Part of a series on the
“Essentials of Absorption”, this lecture
titled, “Is there a doctor in the house?”
dealt with the health cover provided by
all four Health Funds – Clalit, Leumit,
Maccabi and Meuchedet.
This followed a lecture on Bituach Leumi
– Israel’s National Insurance focussing
on eligibility for pensions, unemployment benefits and sick leave payments
made by the National Insurance.
Susan Sharon, Telfed’s Klita Counsellor
and initiator of the programme, said

that “we intend to take to the road and
provide these important lectures to our
Southern African Olim communities in
other centres around Israel. Keep an eye
on the Telfed newsletters,website or facebook page for information about our
upcoming public lecture at the end of
October 2010.”

Bright Spark
As part of the continued cooperation with the South African Zionist
Federation in South Africa and the
Israel Centre, Telfed’s deputy director, Dorron Kline was brought out to
Johannesburg to assist with the planning and running of the finals of the
annual “Israel Quiz” and to act as the
quiz master.
Fifteen participants from the Jewish
Day Schools in Johannesburg, Cape Town
and Port Elizabeth made it through to
the final round which consisted of written and oral components, combining
audio visual and “rapid fire” questions
relating to the history and accomplishments of modern Zionism. The winner by only one point, Shira Amar of
Yeshiva College received a trip to Israel
sponsored by El Al.

Extending her ambit of activities,
Telfed has become active in Partnership
2000 (P2K), the Jewish Agency programme that partners communities in
Israel with those in the Diaspora. The
aim is to strengthen the connection between Israelis and their brethren overseas through visits and joint educational
and cultural programmes.
Mickey Blumberg, who had been
the Director of the South Africa/
Washington partnership with Beit
Shemesh/Mateh Yehuda region, is today
Telfed’s volunteer in this programme
working together with Dorron Kline,
Telfed’s Deputy Director.
In August, a delegation of five educators, including Howie Gordon from
Kibbutz Tzora visited South Africa.
The purpose of this delegation “was
one of peoplehood and identity,” explains Howie, Living Bridge Coordinator.
“We met with the principal and staff
of the King David Linksfield Primary
School which is twinning with Hartuv
Elementary School, and the principal and
staff of Herzilya Middle School which is
twinning with the Ein Kerem Junior High.

כשר

er

Kosh

MEATLAND SUPERSTORE

the “MEATING” place for more than just real meat

Newly arrived from South Africa

Your all-time favourites
Marmite, Appeltizer, Five Roses Tea (50 & 200 bags) & Provita (whole-wheat)

continued on page 10

La’Briut: An new olah from Haifa, in
animated conversation with Zvika Sissman
of the Maccabi Health Fund.
Living Bridge
Coordinator, Howie
Gordon (centre) from
Kibbutz Tzora with a
delegation of Israeli
educators in Cape Town
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The Strongest Link: Shira Amar
receiving the first prize trophy in
the Israel Quiz from Dorron Kline
and the Israeli Ambassador to South
Africa, Dov Segev-Steinberg.

Diarise our 12th Birthday Celebratory Sale starting on the 10th
December and running through until the end of December 2010 or while stocks last.

Reaching Out: above: Telfed’s Deputy Director (far
right) heading the P2K mission from Beit Shemesh/
Mateh Yehuda to South Africa, visit Alexandra
township together with “Ma’Afrika Tikkun,” a local
Jewish organisation.

1 Bar Ilan Street
Corner Ahuza, Traffic light no. 8
Raanana

TEL: 09-7410881
FAX: 09-7423142

Focus on Telfed
Throughout the year, the schools have
been working on educational projects
together. ”

Leaving his “Mark”
Telfed wishes a hearty Mazeltov to
Barney Mark of Beth Protea, a devoted Telfed volunteer for many decades,
on the occasion of his 91st birthday.
A past member of Telfed’s Tel Aviv
Regional Committee and the Isrentco
Board, Barney served as a field worker visiting new olim in the mid-1970s.
More recently, he established the
Telfed Volunteer of the Year Award
in the name of his family which has
honoured eight outstanding recipients
for their superlative voluntary work in
Israeli society.
In addition, he has been involved in
numerous Zionist causes in Israel and
in the Israel Bowls
Association.
Last year,
Barney celebrated his 90th, in the
USA and made a
point of visiting
the White House.
Unfortunately, his
timing was not

THINKING OF TRAVELLING?

right and he did not manage to meet
Obama to discuss certain issues on
his mind!

Thank You Telfed!
Telfed recently received the following two
letters: one from an appreciative mother
whose five children were awarded Telfed
scholarships; and the other from a family
whose aliyah was eased with the help of
Telfed professionals.

Telfed Sponsors a Brighter Future
Dear Telfed,
Following on from the uplifting article on Telfed’s scholarship programme
in Telfed Magazine (36 no 2), I’m writing to share the academic success of my
kids, much of it due to Telfed’s generous support.
My daughter A has graduated in archaeology and is working at an archeological dig while saving in order
to pursue her studies. My daughter B,
recently married, is in her second year
of Social Work and works to help pay
towards her tuition. My daughter C also
married and now with a baby, is in her
final year of graphics and teaching in
Jerusalem. My eldest works as an industrial designer. He was chosen as the

Barney Mark,
with daughter
Ros Diamond and
Hertzel Katz.

best student in his year at university, as
well as one of the top 10 young designers in his field.
I truly hope, with G-d’s help, that my
children and I will one day be able to
contribute to both Telfed and society
in return for all the kindness we have
received from you. We would never
have come this far without your help
and support.
Name withheld

Tough Journey Eased
Dear Telfed,
Thank you Telfed for guiding our family and making our difficult journey a
little easier.
Firstly, the Chairman, Maish Isaacson
for personally contacting us, and directing us who to approach for what.
He was most understanding as was
the Director, Sidney Shapiro who sat
patiently listening to our troubles. He
said he’d do what he could from his side
to help and he did.
I also want to thank Louise Geva.
From the beginning of our troubles
which started two years ago, she has
been there for us - her professionalism,
soft voice and kind manners.
Last, but by no means least, I thank
Pinchas Melchior and ISRENTCO
for quickly finding us a suitable
apartment.
To all at Telfed, we continue our tough
journey but knowing that you are with
us, provides us with hope and a feeling
of security.
Name withheld
[Ed note: These are two of the many letters that Telfed receives from those who
have received assistance.]
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Student recipients of Telfed PRAS scholarship,
will volunteer a period of their time to work in
the Southern African community such as offering
companionship to aging adults to helping children
with their school work. Or Cohen, a student (r)
with Yael Malach, Telfed’s PRAS Coordinator.

Contact IAN

WALDBAUM

Tel. 09-7744235 day or night for efficient service and
personal help in your home. Tickets will be delivered to you.

16-day English-speaking organised tour South Africa, Feb-March 2011 . ENQUIRE NOW

JOHANNESBURG
Book Now for Dec./Jan holidays and Pesach
• Australia, New Zealand and around the world from

Adults from

Children from

$586 $381

$1280

• Reduced prices to London, Europe and the Far East. Also senior citizen fares to most places.
• Packages to Prague, Greek Islands, Cyprus, Barcelona, Rome and Paris

Cruises, Cruises, Cruises,
Special Deals to the Caribbean and also Europe
AMERICA HERE WE COME!!!
F l i g h t s t o N e w Yo r k f r o m . . .

$549

CRUISES

EARLY BIRD discounts
on all cruises. Alaska,
Fjords, Europe,
Mediterranean

plus tax & security

SHORT-TERM HOLIDAY APARTMENT, RAANANA, AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND, FULLY FURNISHED & EQUIPPED
WITH KITCHENETTE, TV SATELLITE, A/C, WIFI, GROUND FLOOR. Phone: IAN 09-7744235; ianwald@gmail.com
FOR THE BEST SERVICE CONTACT: IAN WALDBAUM

tel: 09-7744235
FOR BUSINESS, PLEASURE OR EMERGENCY, PHONE NOW
Fares do not include airport, fuel or security taxes or registration fees. Subject to availability in class of ticket with respective airline on specific flights only.

Amnon
Plumber

24-hour
express
service

•Expert in locating
and repairing leaks
•Bathroom renovations
•Installation of hot water boiler
systems and geysers
•Agreements with all insurance
companies

Telephones
•

(direct)

050-5308104
•
(09)7715556
•
(09)7749016

uniqued555@gmail.com

www.uniquedesigns.co.il

Ra’anana Electrical Contractors
for Electrical Installations
JACKIE GORK/NACHUM FUCHS
Licensed Electricians
Repairs and Maintenance
Telephone: Jackie 052-3354060
Nachum 052-288438
Not on Shabbat

REGIONAL
Telfed
ROUNDUP
Netanya

Netanya Gets Around. Travel guide Iris Spero
(centre) taking a group of Southern Africans
from Netanya on a tour of Jerusalem. 38 degrees
in the heat, did not deter this hardy bunch.

Telfed Connects with Youth Movement
Twelve Bnei Akiva Tafnit one-year programme participants
were welcomed at Telfed where they were met by staff
and volunteers, led by the chairman, Maish Isaacson who
expressed that he was looking “at future leaders and
olim.” They watched a presentation by Deputy Director
Dorron Kline outlining Telfed’s extensive services, notably
- scholarships for students and job placements.

Former Capetonian Trevor Shaff (bottom centre) was elected
chairman at the AGM of Modiin, whose Southern African
community has grown to over 200. Included in the large turnout,
were recent olim who arrived on the group flight in September.

Modi’in

Gush
Etzion
Under the Judean sun: Organised by the Regional Committee
under the Chairmanship of Yoana Yehuda, some 75 former
Southern Africans went on a guided tour of the excavated
ancient city and synagogue of Sussiya followed by a lekkerrr
Boerewors, pap-‘n-sous in the succa. Telfed’s Deputy Director
Dorron Kline spoke on the influx of Jews from South Africa
and showed a short video highlighting Telfed’s efforts on
behalf of the aliya from South Africa.

Telfed Tucks In

Awareness Saves Lives. Telfed Kfar Saba cooperates with the
municipality and other organizations in joint projects and
activities. Seen here are Sue Joffe and Toni Milliner raising money
during Cancer Week. “We organized some 22 Southern African
Telfed volunteers to man tables at both shopping malls in Kfar
Saba for the week,” says Committee Chairperson, Janine Gelley.

The
North

Rishon LeZion
Summer Breeze. Marcele Resnik receiving her
Bingo prize from Telfed Rishon Le’Zion Regional
Committee Chairperson Beryl Schmidt at the well
attended BBQ/Bingo event Telfed co-hosted with
Ohel Avraham and Sarah JCC and Synagogue. “Considering the summer
heat, there was no better prize than a fan!” exclaimed winner Marcele.
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IDC,
Herzliya

Kfar Saba

The launch of the ESRA Cinema Club was organized by Henrietta
Wolffe-David (originally from Cape Town, now resident in Rishon)
and supported by the Telfed Rishon LeZion Regional Committee.
far left: Many South Africans came from outside Rishon; seen here
are Benny Raphael, Edie and Harold Kaufman and Toni Milliner.
left: Henrietta, the film director, Dali Kinor who spoke about her
film following its showing and Beryl Schmidt, Chairperson of Telfed
Rishon Lezion.

Dave Bloom, vice-chairman of Telfed presented a lecture on ‘South African
Zionism - Past, Present and Future’ to the annual gathering of former
members of Southern African Habonim attending the Dudi Silbowitz & Niel
Freed Memorial Day. Also attending were the ‘Shnaties’, Habonim members
from South Africa on the year programme who are seen (above) with
Telfed editor Dave Kaplan (left) and Dave Bloom.
Below: Arnie Friedman, who annually organises the memorial ceremony
(top left) with the chevre.

“OVER 60” the announcement was made, a reference to the
whopping number of Southern African students currently studying
at the IDC, Herzliya. “There are now more SA students at the
‘IDC’ than at any other university in Israel,” announced Jonathan
Davis, Head of the Recanati International School. Celebrating
this remarkable achievement and gearing up for an even more
impressive future, the leadership and staff of Telfed and the IDC
International School, joined some forty South African students for a
scrumptious breakfast on the cafeteria’s shaded patio. “We must do
this more often,” quipped an appreciative student.                    
It was an inspiring morning where Telfed spoke of its services to
students while the students related their experiences at the IDC.
One young fellow from Johannesburg expressed; “I was not sure
where I was going to study until following an invitation to the visit
the campus I saw this sea of the most beautiful women in my life.”
These photos attest to his astute observation.

New Arrivals

Cape Town

Bergnninghaus, Jean and Nicole,
		
Santanna
Hayon, Jolleen and Aharon,
Yosef, Gilad
Pearson, Sian and James, Dante
Saban, Linda
Cheifitz, Paul
Dallas, Clayton
Bergmann, David

Service like nowhere else. Mona Berman (right)
meeting a representative from a Health Fund.

Two members of Habonim
have made aliya in time to
begin the academic year.
Karla Green (l) is studying
for her Masters in Gender
Studies at Tel Aviv University
while Kayda Prodgers (r) is
in first year at the School
of Government & Diplomacy at the IDC, Herzliya.
Says Karla, “Connected to my work I plan to spend
time supporting joint peace initiatives in Israel and
Palestine.”

Mikael Hanan is studying
for an MBA at Tel Aviv
University. After making
aliya a few years ago , “I
returned to SA, and now
I’m back - Aliya bet!”
Sian Pearson and son waiting to receive their ID
documents at a ceremony at the Wall
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“Yesterday I was a South
African; today I am an
Israeli.” Terry Edmunds
proudly flashing her new ID
document

Raleigh Street Shul in Port Elizabeth where
Benny Raphael had his Bar Mitzvah. It has been
declared a national monument and today houses
a museum of the history of Port Elizabeth Jewry

Johannesburg

Berman, Mona
Bernstein, Joss and Ronell,
Nissim, Shalhevet
Braude, Sandra
Charnas, Adam
Edmunds, Terri
Endlin, Milton
Esekow, Jeremy,
Aliya, Mikaela, Barak, Rafael
Fisher, Errol and Vanessa,
Maeghan, Amy
Freedman, David and Anne
Friedman, Stanley
Garb, Daryl		
Gordon, Samara
Gottlieb, Larry and Mandi,
Borgan, Kendra
Greenblatt, Yael and Shimon,
Eitan, Ora
Hurwitz, Jodi
Jacobson. Joel and Gila,
Ora-Lee, Arella, Shalev
Kanarek, Gul
Laser, Cyril		
Levin, Larry		
Levy, David		
Levy, Mandy, Norieel, Mirella
Levy, Tamir and Esti,
Daniel, Ariel, Eliana
Malin, Daniela
Michal, Annie
Moore, Adrianne and Nicholas,
Daniel, Keenan, Ilan
Patley, Daniel and Michelle,
Limor, Nama,Shayna
Romain, Marc and Hedi,
Batya, Ashira
Rudolph, Harold and Riva
Ryba, David		
Samuelson, Darren
Shimron, Audrey
Shub, Lorelle
Silber, Harold
Strauss, Glenys
Strul, Rachael
Wolman, Gavin

In the Mail

Members of Habonim
walking through the
streets of PE in the
1930s

Spotlight on PE
Dear Editor,

I support Taube Dorfan’s assertions
in her letter in Telfed (36 no 2). I too
grew up in Port Elizabeth, and my
two sisters and I attended that very
Hebrew School on Clevedon Road.
The Principal was Mr. Goodman, our
teachers were Reverend Klaff, Mrs.
Davidson and Mrs. Rose Lipschitz.
I have copies of the Speech Day
& Concert Prize-giving programmes
from 1948 and 1952. There were
Hannukah concerts, Israeli folk dancing and plays, followed by the presentation of prizes & scholarships.
These concerts were the highlight
of the year.
Incidentally, Port Elizabeth had a
thriving and active Yiddish community, and a national Yiddish
Cultural Society was established in
May 1947. Taube Dorfans’ late father,
Louis Leibowitz and my late father,
Jack Raphael became active members
of the Yiddish Theatre group.  For
reference, see: “From a land far Off ”,
a selection of South African Yiddish
Stories, edited by Joseph Sherman,
with a foreword by Dan Jacobson.
The P.E. Jewish community was indeed a very special one. Betar, Bnei
Akivah & Habonim were very active
as was the Zionist Youth council. For

a number of years, the mayors of P.E.
were notable Jewish leaders. Names
which come to mind from my day
are Adolph Schauder, Louis Dubb,
Alfie Markman and later Solly Rubin.
These four were household names
and townships and areas were named
after them.
Another pillar in the community
was Reverend Abraham Levy of
the Western Road Shul. The present
Abraham Levy Centre & Shul is named
after him. His eldest son, Denzil, a
noted architect and in his 90’s, is still
an active member of the depleted
community.
The Raleigh Street Shul today is a
National Monument and houses a museum of the history of P.E.
Benny Raphael, Tel Aviv

Heartwarming
Dear Editor,

In the August 2010 edition, Professor
Monty Zion writes about the influence South African doctors have had
on Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery
in Israel.
This brings back memories of an appointment I had with Sir Russel Brock,
(Later Lord Brock of Wimbledon), in
1958. My late father had presented a
paper at a medical conference in East
London, whereafter I was examined
by Sir Russel.When my father asked

“

him if I should be sent to London to
be operated on, he replied that “with
a Cardiologist like Dr. Zion and a
Surgeon like Dr. David Adler,” my
father should only take me to London
if he had money to waste.
This was the calibre of only two of
the many great heart specialists that
left South Africa and enriched the
field of medicine in Israel and gave
me the ability to enjoy my squash and
six grandchildren.
Thank you again Prof. Zion.
Tzemach Bloomberg

[Editor’s note. The Bloomberg family
is synonymous with the history and promotion of squash in Israel.]

Telfeds New Look

Dear Editor and the Telfed Team

Congratulations on a really superb
new magazine! The format is great,
the content is fascinating, and the
whole package is professional and a
pleasure to read.
For anyone contemplating aliya, this
magazine should - and hopefully will
be - the final enticement to taking
the most enormous step into a new
and yet very familiar life. It’s a great
achievement!
Warm wishes
Bev Goldman , SAZF Head: Media, Public

Relations and Education
Johannesburg, South Africa
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ALAN
KATZ

PROPERTIES
TEL.

(09)7460129

For all your
property needs
in Ra’anana.

Noticeboard

Enjoy Telfed
Magazine?

Only NIS 80 for the year. Send
a cheque to the Telfed office or
phone/fax your credit card details.
Michal Merten: (09)790-7808
Fax (09)744-6112

Course for Companions
to the Elderly

Telfed has organized 5 courses to date, all of which
have proved extremely interesting and enjoyable to the
participants, and have helped many of them to find satisfying
work as companions. If you would like to do the course, please
contact Sharon Bernstein (09)7907 801.

Telfed’s own
on-line magazine

www.telfed.org.il

Visit our Heroic Past

Sign up for the bi-monthly Telfed
email newsletter and visit the new and
exciting Telfed Facebook Page www.
facebook.com/telfed

Though not complete the Machal web site is up and running. Replete
with authentic stories by those who volunteered to fight in Israel’s War of
Independence, this website serves to contradict the propaganda spread by
the New Historians
www.machal.org.il; Herzliail@gmail.com

Men’s Night Cricket

If interested in cricket, but can’t afford too much time,
then Mens Night Cricket is for you, with Modi’in being the
town to host this league.
Israel Cricket will be adopting the Indoor/Action Cricket
rules, with games taking place on a Thursday evening or
a Saturday evening. Teams will vary from beginners to
good club players. Each team will comprise between 8-11
players and the game should last no more than 2 hours.

Need A Friend?

ESRA BEFRIENDERS is a free and confidential
service for English Speakers in the Sharon area
who are in need of someone to talk to. Contact
us and we will match you with a friendly
volunteer in your area.
Glenis 054 - 7734392 or gberfield@mail.com

For further information: contact Herschel Gutman:
052-740-9287, herschelgutman@gmail.com

“Everything
I touch is
sold.”

Telfed’s Employment Service

is always looking for good jobs for Southern African olim, from care-givers and
warehouse workers to secretaries, medical personnel and hi-tech professionals. If
you have, or hear of, a job which might suit an oleh, please contact Telfed.
Call Sharon Bernstein (09)790 7801, sharonb@telfed.org.il.
With your help, we can help other Southern Africans.

New! New! New!

2nd Hand at
Telfed

Did the chocolates melt
in the car before you
arrived at your host?
Did the flowers wilt
because you forgot to
put them in water?

New in Ra’anana!!

Mike’s Magazine World

E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e M a g a z i n e s (UK and US editions) – All the popular titles
P l u s : Health • Sport •Graphic design • Teen Mags • Craft magazines: knitting, beading, scrapbooking
etc.
		
And much, much more …
Also in English: Biographies • Cookbooks • latest fiction titles • Comics • Kids: story books, activity books,
sticker books • Great gifts: Coffee table books • Journals for writing in • Greeting cards
We also have a wide range of magazines in S p a n i s h a n d F r e n c h

Tel: (09)744-4181, Rechov Levi Eshkol 2, Ra’anana (Traffic light No 3 on Ahuza)

Why not give a

Keren Telfed

letter of appreciation to your host
instead.
By giving a Keren Telfed donation
of 50 Shekels or more, your host
will receive a lovely letter of
appreciation for the donation
given in his/her honour. For more
details please contact Sharon
(09)790-7801 or
sharon@telfed.org.il

2nd Hand at Telfed is a new service being offered to the Southern
African community in Israel.
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If you have used appliances or furniture that you would like to
donate, you may advertise these items on the Telfed website to bring
them to the attention of the wider Southern African community.
Details can be found on the menu of the Telfed website, and forms
are available from our offices.
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Feature

by David Kaplan

“The Sakhnin Challenge”
While much of the political discourse nowadays is on how Israelis and Palestinians can reach a peaceful
accommodation within the model of the ‘Two-State solution’, former South African Jerrold Kessel and
his colleague Pierre Klochendler are more preoccupied with finding a solution within the current ‘one’
state - that is, of how Jews and Arabs can live together in a more harmonious, integrated Israel.

Sakhnin in
transition: From
obscurity to
international
limelight.

J

errold, who immigrated to Israel
from Johannesburg in 1962 was
CNN’s Jerusalem anchorman from the
pre-First Gulf War to post Second Gulf
War or, as he describes it, “From war to
war with two intifadas and the Rabin
Peace Process sandwiched between.”
All action-packed but in his latest collaborative book, Goals for Galilee, published in the UK in 2010 by JR Books,
it is the action on and off soccer fields
that the co-writers cover in exploring
the nature of the relationship between
Jews and Arabs in Israel.

playing midfield in Israel’s national
squad, scored a last minute magical
equalizer against Ireland, keeping the
nation’s 2006 World Cup dreams alive.
The goal sparked national delirium and
overnight, an Arab was transformed
into a national hero.

The heroes of the book are Bnei
Sakhnin (Sons of Sakhnin), a football
club based in the Arab Galilee town of
Sakhnin and its former captain, Abbas
Suan. Against all odds, the club won the
Israel’s State Cup in 2004, becoming the
first Arab club to do so after beating
Hapoel Haifa 4-1. Following this monumental win, the club was Israel’s UEFA
Cup entrant the following year.

Jerrold Kessel speaks to
Telfed Magazine:

No less sensational was when Abbas,
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FIELD OF DREAMS
Jerrold Kessel &
Pierre Klochendler
broadcasting live. “We
felt we were reporting
on so much more than
a football match.”

Israel in the end did not qualify for
the World Cup, but the failed realization of that dream is not what Jerrold
laments. It was the cessation of Jews
and Arabs cheering together when the
goals were not being scored.

What attracted you to the story?
We literally had our eye on the ball
watching the progress of this underfunded ‘Cinderella’ club. The team had
no proper training field and, for years,
no proper stadium. What chance did
they have? The mix of Jews and Arabs
playing in the same team, with a Jewish
coach and based in a dusty little Arab
village where the roads were not all
paved was for us, as journalists who

2010 publication of Kessel and Klochendler’s,
“Goals for Galilee.”
Playing Ball together

Arabs waving the Israeli flag
as Abbas Suan scores match
saving goal and emerges ‘Hero
of Israel’.

continued on next page

Feature
had been covering the Arab community for many years, irresistible. This
was an emotionally-charged joint venture of Jews and Arabs – not something
commercial, tucked away in the unread
sections of the press. Emblazoned in all
the media - national and international Jewish and Arab Israelis were cheering
together, aspiring for the same ‘goals’.
It reached a crescendo with the Israel
versus Ireland match when Sakhnins’
captain, Abbas, scored a life-saving goal
in the twilight moment of the game.
That one kick transformed him into a
national hero. The sight of thousands
of cheering Arabs waving Israeli flags,
made even cynical political observers of
the Middle East do a double take.

Could a game of football achieve what
Israeli politicians had failed to deliver
– a truly integrated society? Did you see
football as a metaphor for a no less serious
game in play?
Certainly. As one of the players expressed to me in football parlance:
“We want to be in the centre of the
national pitch, no longer shunted beyond the touch lines as we have always been.”
He was saying essentially that the
Arab community, which is not going to
abandon its history, their people or their
affiliations with fellow Palestinians and
Arabs elsewhere, accepts that they are
Israeli. They are not out to unravel what
happened in 1948. All they demand is
that they be accepted as equal citizens.
Their demand is simple - that everyone cheering in the stands enjoys full
equality, equal opportunity and legitimacy after they leave the stands. This
was the challenge thrown down by Bnei
Sakhnin and it was made on a different
turf – through soccer not politics.
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The challenge is hardly new. How was it
received?
This time it came from a position
of confidence, emboldened by success.
“After all, we won the Israel Cup. We are
the champions. You cannot any longer
shunt us aside. We are an integral part
in the fabric of this society. Accept us
as equals, as Arab Israelis.” There was
none of the aggression and abrasiveness that Jewish Israelis identify with
Arab politicians or fiery Imams who
are locked into the narrative of having lost the ‘1948 game’ and demanding a replay. These were ordinary Arab
Israelis, who recognize they are living in
a Jewish State, but want to be accepted
as a legitimate minority with full rights
and opportunities.
The ‘Sakhnin challenge’ was not only
a challenge to Jewish Israelis but also
to the rest of Arab Israelis, particularly
the political establishment of the Arab
community as well as saying to the Arab
and Jewish worlds: “Listen, we cannot
be ignored. We are 20% of this society
and we want to be accepted.”

‘Praise be the Lord’, Bnei Sakhnin’s Jewish
coach looking thankfully towards the heavens.

It had been a historic day.

Suspense in the stands.

There was this proud Arab nationalist from Sakhnin - also an ardent soccer
fanatic - who went to the Israel/Ireland
match. He had never before been to watch
Israel play but was making an exception
only because his football idol Abbas was
playing. He tried to find a seat where the
Irish supporters were sitting to avoid

A Bnei Sakhnin official reflecting on the
success proclaimed, “Come to Sakhnin
and see how Jews and Muslims live together, drink and eat together and play
together.”
There was euphoria; so much expectation! For that brief moment in March,
Abbas Suan achieved what politicians
in more than half a century had not
– he united the Jewish and Arab citizens of Israel.

How is this challenge resonating today, not
only with Jews but also with the Arabs?
Well, since that transformative season, we have had wars in Lebanon and
in Gaza, failed peace and that terrible
incident where an AWOL Jewish soldier,
opened fire in a bus in the Arab town of
Shfaram, killing four people. So, it has
not been easy but the challenge remains
and Jewish Israelis need to meet it. Let
me indicate how far we have come by an
anecdote covered in our book.

All of a sudden, “These Jewish guys
hauled me aloft as if I had scored the
goal.” Suddenly, this Arab nationalist
gets totally blown away with emotion.
All the way home, at every traffic light
en route to Sakhnin, he screams out the
window, “Abbas, Abbas”. In effect, he was
publically delighting in Israel’s triumph.
The most telling moment was when he
woke the next morning, having collapsed
on his bed and found he was still draped
with the blue and white Israeli flag. He
would never have carried an Israeli flag
and here he was, quite literally, “sleeping with the enemy’.

What about the day after the day after?

Abbas Suan, Israel midfielder: “They try to
put me in one group, but I represent both.”

sitting next to Jewish Israelis but was
told all those rows were reserved. So
he took his chances in the stands and
sat with everyone around him draped in
blue and white. All throughout the game
- while the spectators were shouting
“Israel, Israel” - this guy was bellowing
even louder: “Abbas, Abbas.” Although
rooting for the same side, there was a
mini-battle going on.
And then Abbas scores his magical goal.

Well, how can we forget! Two weeks
later Sakhnin played Beitar Yerushalayim
in Jerusalem. Their fans unfurled a giant banner that proclaimed, ‘Suan, you
are not one of us’, accompanied by racist verbiage, the total antithesis of the
‘Sakhnin Challenge’. Yet Suan—who
supports a Palestinian state and the restitution of land and homes lost when
Israel was founded, including his family’s home which I visited with him near
Beit She’an, was unfazed by such slurs.
“I ignore them,” said the Bnei Sakhnin
captain who would later that year be
nominated as a Time, ‘Man of the Year’.
“They’re not worth my attention.”
Abbas saw himself as someone out

to fashion a more enlightened future.
Apart from Israel reaching the World
Cup, his dream was for all the people in
Israel to live together in peace. “They
try to put me in one group, but I represent both.”

So was the season of 2004-2005 an
ephemeral ‘Camelot’ moment?
Even though those magical triumphs
on the soccer pitch have passed, the
challenge remains. We are yet, as the
Jewish majority, to embrace the spirit
of Sakhnin beyond the soccer field.
You know, there is total equality in
Israeli soccer. The Arabs will be the
first to admit it. Walid Badir, an Arab,
is today captain of Hapoel Tel Aviv.
However, when the 90 minutes are
up, that equality, that acceptance, does
not leave the stadium gates. If ‘Jewish
Israel’ does not make the effort to understand what Arabs want, Sakhnin can
win ten championships, it won’t do any
good. As a Sakhnin resident expressed
to me, “Israelis today know the world.
They visit the most faraway places in
South America and the Far East but
they don’t come here and they don’t
know us.” And it’s true – Jewish Israelis
do not know Arab Israelis. And I don’t
want to say they don’t want to know
but maybe are little afraid to even try.
My hope is that we begin to make the
effort; to reach out. We will discover a
people not in the image that we sometimes imagine, shaped by the rhetoric of
their public figures. But we must begin
the process and I hope that our ‘Goals
for Galilee’ will encourage us to start
the journey.
‘The Big Match’ is awaiting kickoff.

•

Leaving the interview, the writer was left
with an image of Abbas, not the politician,
but the footballer. Abbas Suan is in his stride
running towards the goal, towards a place
in history, towards hope. •

A

Goalden Moment

Cape Town-born Rael Kaplan from Moshav
Yodfat (near Sakhnin) attended the 2004 match
in Ramat Gan when Bnei Sakhnin won the Israel
Cup. “After the match we raced back and went
straight to Sakhnin to be there when the team
returned. It was late at night but few people had
gone to bed. The residents were pouring out onto
the streets - car hooters were blaring and people of all ages were singing and shouting in the
streets. And then the team arrived a little after
midnight and the people went crazy. It was a
wonderful feeling – seeing Jews and Arabs rejoicing together.”

Keren Telfed
Donors.. ...................................Honorees

Jennifer Shevil................................................................................Mannie Shimoni – Thursday Luncheon Club
Gerald & Freda Wolman .................................................................Hilton & Marie Tapnack – 40th anniversary
Hymie Caspar & Leonore Shaveitzion.............................................. Hymie & Ida Bonn – 50th anniversary
Pat Lewis, Molly Rabkin, Naomi Fredman,
Annette Milliner-Giladi...................................................................From the Sunday Bridge Game for Keren Telfed
Mike & Loraine Solomon................................................................. Zvi Wachsman – 70th birthday
Margot Paz & Ady...........................................................................Auryt Jacobson – 60th birthday
Renee & Reuven.............................................................................Lorette Levine – special birthday
Nydia & Arne Babuchin................................................................... Melanie Bloch – 60th birthday
Gordon & Melanie Bloch................................................................. Fabienne Radowsky
Leonore Shaveitzion........................................................................Cheryl Wynstock – 90th birthday
Niel & Pam Bobrov..........................................................................Melanie Bloch – 60th birthday
Harris & Phyllis Green.....................................................................Birth of Shani Blume 5/5/10
Harris & Phyllis Green.....................................................................Ori Shlomo – Bar Mitzva
Hillel & Jennifer Hurwitz.................................................................Smoky Simon – 90th birthday
Norman Spiro & Yehudit................................................................. Jack Rabin – birthday
Joan Rubinstein & family................................................................ Joe Levoff – 80th birthday
Hymie & Kykie Josman....................................................................Solly & Daphne Josman – 60th anniversary
Hymie & Kykie Josman....................................................................Colin Froman – 70th birthday
Hertzel Katz, Solomon Gelgor, Lennie Kohll.................................... Barney Mark – 91st birthday
Sidney & Michele Shapiro............................................................... New home
Hertzel & Lola Katz.........................................................................Elaine Finkelstein – 65th birthday
Gerald & Freda Wolman.................................................................. Pam & Tzaki Shalev – anniversary
Paul & Sharon Bernstein.................................................................Avi & Rosie Hechter – birth of great-grandson
Judith Kessel...................................................................................Colin & Louise Kessel – anniversary
Martine Ross...................................................................................John & Tabby Corre – Shana Tova
Martine Ross...................................................................................Dr Gilon Gobrin – In appreciation
Joseph & Merav Euron.....................................................................For the needy
Solly Singer.....................................................................................David Wulffhart – 70th birthday
Martin Lewak..................................................................................Keren Telfed
Edgar & Joyce Kohl..........................................................................Belle Borok – special birthday
Mark & Galit Berelowitz..................................................................Basil Berelowitz – Shana Tova
Zabow, Borok, Williams & Lemran families..................................... Rafi Singer – 50th birthday
Sydney & Pamela Miller.................................................................. Geoff Bethlehem – 70th birthday
Sidney & Michele Shapiro............................................................... Barney & Jeanette Shapiro – 50th anniversary
Fay Weinstein..................................................................................Renee Rakin – special birthday
Edgar, Joyce & Marilyn Kohl,
Chaim & Frances Maisel.................................................................. Rosemary Levin – special birthday
Paul & Sharon Bernstein.................................................................Gregory & Lina Struck – wedding
Michael & Evelyn Adler...................................................................New Year greetings & assistance for the Chagim
Ivan & Vivienne Maron....................................................................New Year greetings and thanks to Telfed staff
Michael & Esme Hoffman................................................................ David Wulffhart – 70th birthday
Sharon Hoffer..................................................................................Food for the needy
Bryan Slater....................................................................................Dr. Ben Novis – in sincere appreciation
Sydney & Pamela Miller.................................................................. John Harris – 70th birthday
Judy Kessel......................................................................................Colin & Louise Kessel – anniversary
Cynthia Bar-mor and family............................................................ Jeanne Fine – 99th birthday
Beatrice Jacobson...........................................................................Hilda Garrun – 90th birthday
David & Hilary Zetler.......................................................................Geoff Bethlehem – 70th birthday
Arnie & Nydia Rabuchin-Chesler..................................................... Yehudit Zacks – 100th birthday
Larry & Carol Levin..........................................................................Yehudit Zacks – 100th birthday
Berry & Shulamith Schwarz............................................................ Mike & Loraine Solomon – new home
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KEREN TELFED FUND
The Keren Telfed Fund was started over 28 years ago.
Donations are used to assist members of our Southern
African community in Israel during times of individual or
family need, or national crisis. They are tax-deductable.
All donations are acknowledged in this column as soon as
possible after receipt thereof.
* * * *
If you are invited out for a special evening, why not make a
donation in honour of your hosts? Beats melting chocolate
or wilting flowers! Your hosts will receive a lovely letter of
thanks, and Keren Telfed will benefit.

Annette Milliner-Giladi, Sydney & Pam Miller,
Boris & Yvette Fehler, Lionel & Marcia Mallach,
Barbara Diamond, Bernard & Betty Hirshowitz,
Hymie & Kykie Josman
..........Hymie & Mickey Goldblatt – 60th anniversary

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

Group Donation - Keren Telfed

‘Totally in Tune’
was Hallel Kline
for her 8th
birthday party.

Ivan & Ruth Bonner, Leah Newstead,
Arieh & Marion Nakash, Gladys Gerstle & Glenda
Leigh, Gilda Fleishman, Robert & Reeva Selesnick,
Joey & Sandra Kaplan, Eli & Riva Solomon
..........Eddy & Joan Salmon – 50th anniversary
		
& Joan’s 70th birthday

Eddy and Joan
Salmon celebrate a
50th and a 70th.
Group Donation - Keren Telfed
Monty & Marlene Sacho,
Mike & Loraine Solomon,
Baruch & Diana Wertheim,
Pinky & Marsha Fisher
..........Gerald & Freda Wolman – 50th anniversary

IN MEMORIAM

Group Donation
- Keren Telfed
Steven and Susan Weil,
Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson,
Stan & Sue Freedman
Robert & Diana Feinblum,
Laurin & David & family,
Kevin & Rebecca & family
......... Allan Feinblum – 60th birthday

Debbie Orr & family, Benji Adelsky, Shira Moch & family................ In memory of Alan Morris (Bud) Roomer
Becky Marock..................................................................................In loving memory of Ruby Ellis
Robert & Reeva Selesnick............................................................... In loving memory of their daughter Janene
Natalie Ginsberg.............................................................................In memory of Arthur Goldstuck
Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson................................................................ In memory of Ruby Ellis

FOOD PARCELS FOR LONE SOLDIERS/FAMILIES
Hylton & Harriet Bark..................................................................... In loving memory of Werner Gruebel (Jhb. & Australia)

KEREN ALIZA (in memory of the late Aliza Hatchuel)

Aliza Hatchuel, z”l

Danny & Janine Gelley & family...................................................... Belle Borok – special birthday
Norman & Linda Barron.................................................................. Dr David Chipman – in appreciation
David & Hilary Kaplan & family....................................................... Belle Borok – special birthday
Marvyn Hatchuel............................................................................Dr Michael Adler – in appreciation
Rollo Norwitz..................................................................................Dave & Shirley Segel – birthdays & anniversary
Rollo Norwitz..................................................................................Rufus & Natalie Moss-Rendell – 50th anniversary

Mayer pincus bar-el fund (in memory of the late Mayer Bar-el)

Group Donation - Keren Telfed
Linky & Martin Furman,
Tchiya & Jack Harris,
Leah & Abe Isenberg, Tamar Meyer,
Rochie & Frankie Meyers, Baya Koler,
Sarah & Dave Paiken,
Fay & Barney Wittert
..........Rochie Zahavi – 80th birthday

Berry & Shulamith Schwarz............................................................ Anthony Waks – 70th birthday
Sunday Squash Group.....................................................................Keren Telfed
Becky Marock..................................................................................Jack Sher – 80th birthday
Kalie Plehn......................................................................................Sarah Plehn – 90th birthday
Kalie & Sarah Plehn........................................................................Hilda Garrun – 90th birthday
Basil & Joyce Geller.........................................................................Jack & Ruth Omsky – birth of great-granddaughter
Sol & Cherille Cohen........................................................................Mikki Gonen – 70th birthday
Ernest & Nesta Lessem....................................................................Gordon Futeran – 80th birthday
Michael & Julie Mensky...................................................................Rosh Hashana
Ricky & Diane Klein.........................................................................Keren Telfed
Babette Kaplan...............................................................................Renee Rakin – birthday
Dorron & Cindy Kline.......................................................................Hallel Kline – 8th birthday
Dorron & Cindy Kline.......................................................................Michelle Klein – birthday
Dorron & Cindy Kline.......................................................................Brenda Kline – birthday
Dorron & Cindy Kline.......................................................................Geoff Kline – birthday
Dorron & Cindy Kline.......................................................................Geoff & Brenda Kline - anniversary
Wolfie & Jean Kangisser..................................................................Jack & Sally Sher – special birthdays
Barbara Diamond............................................................................Myer Rothstein – 90th birthday
Barbara Diamond............................................................................Selma Rabinowitz – 90th birthday
Jossie & Diana Sandler....................................................................Basil Sandler – birthday
Joel & Beryl Klotnick.......................................................................Hertzel Katz – birthday
Joey & Sandra Kaplan.....................................................................Basil Berelowitz – 70th birthday
Sol & Helga Gelgor..........................................................................Omri & Irma Gelgor – 50th anniversary
Lindsay & Debby Amos....................................................................Wilma Shein – 80th birthday
Lindsay & Debby Amos.................................................................... Dr. Esther Sapire – 80th birthday
Fay Weinstein..................................................................................Harold Rabkin – 80th birthday
Fleishman & Rubinstein families.................................................... Minnie Fleishman - 100th birthday
Naomi Fredman..............................................................................Michael & Eve Adler–golden wedding, Eve’s birthday & grandson’s Bar Mitzva

Raphael & Janice Melmed............................................................... Lil Arenson – 80th birthday
Carol Naim......................................................................................Eli Ben-Eliezer – 60th birthday			

Natie Liberman
and his daughter
Sharone Kolnick
Ruth Isenberg, Uri & Beryl Milunsky, Naomi Fletcher,
Joel & Beryl Klotnick, Joe & Barbara Hallis,
Jackie Schwartz
..........Natie Liberman – 80th birthday

SAM LEVIN MEMORIAL BURSARY (in memory of the late Sam Levin)
Mayer Bar-el, z”l
Louise Gerber& Sam Markowitz...................................................... Ida & Hymie Bonn – 50th anniversary
Minde Tatz, Leila Stein, Roch Morgenstern
Chana Stein.....................................................................................Miriam Scher – birthday
Riva Friedman.................................................................................Hymie & Mickey Goldblatt – 60th anniversary
Neville & Moira Pasvolsky............................................................... Towards the bursary fund
Basil & Zena Berelowitz..................................................................Rufus & Natalie Moss-Rendell – 50th anniversary

Mazal Tov!

Nuptials

For Your Travel
Requirements,
Wherever,
Whenever...

12 Kikar Haatzmaut, Netanya; Tel: 09-8607000, Fax 09-8620719

SPECIAL WINTER FLIGHT DEALS

Eyal, son of Warren and Jackie Samuels
of Ra’anana married Sivan, daughter of
Eli and Carmella Halak of Reut.

Pamela, daughter
of Vernon and
Melanie Katz
of Kfar Saba
(originally
Johannesburg),
married
Gabriel, son
of Hector and
Nurit Bizberge
of Nahariya
(originally Buenos
Aires).

Tali, daughter
of Maish
and Jocelyn
Isaacson,
married Natan,
son of Moshe
and Irene
Hoffman, in
Caesaria.

Chen Ora, daughter of
Owen and Lisa Futeran
of Cape Town, and
granddaughter of Gordon
and Ricky Futeran of Kfar
Saba, married Itamar, Son
of Meir and Jaffa Shahar of
Petach Tikva.

www.shakedeal.co.il

•Budapest: from $299.00
•Copenhagen: from $550.00 (new charter price: $299.00)

or contact:

NIEL BOBROV
at Shaked Tours

hildav@netvision.net.il

•Bangkok: from $750.00 						

Discounts on all early bookings on cruises for 2011

SATELLITE PACKAGES
(LESS THAN 50% COST OF Yes or Hot)

INCLUDING -

SPORT: Cricket - The Ashes, South Africa vs India, World Cup 2011; Rugby - Internationals,
6 Nations, Tri Nations; Soccer – English Premier League, Champions League in English
MOVIES, SERIES, REALITY, MUSIC, NEWS, SCIENCE/NATURE, ISRAELI CHANNELS 1, 2, 10
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
CONTACT: Menahem at : 057-569 3111 or by e-mail:

I made

Lisa, daughter of Shirley and
Selwyn Sender, married Eli,
son of Arnie and the late Ruth
Polatinsky, both of Ra’anana.

NIS

52,586

in one month

Dani Habib, son of Anita and Ariel Habib,
grandson of Mabel and Joe Ginsberg of
Bulawayo, married Dina Kruglyak , daughter of
Zena and Vivgeny Kruglyak of the Ukraine.
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09-7672404
050-5372522

•South Africa: from $950.00
•USA: from $899.00

Check out
our website:

Thanks to the RE/MAX Real Estate School,

Daniel, youngest son of Merle
and Ronnie Kaplan of Jhb, married Andy,
youngest daughter of Riva Sandler of
Modi’in and Ivan Sandler of Jhb.

Call Hilary Kaplan:

glownetisrael@gmail.com

Rabco

property management

&

consultants ltd.

Jack Rabin

• Property Consultants
• Property Portfolio Management

You can sign up too!
Selwyn Hare
Born in South Africa
RE/MAX agent, Netanya

www.remax.co.il

1-800-211-311 ext. 5

Toyota Towers, Yigal Alon St. Tel Aviv
POB 20395, Tel Aviv 61203
Tel: 03-624-1718 Fax: 03-624-1798
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Defying the
“Dictatorship of the
One-Sided”

photo: Amos Geva and Shay Druyak

Cover Story

“It’s not what we say, it’s what they hear.”
by David Kaplan

O

ver the last few years, anti-Israel
sentiments have sky-rocketed,
fueling an open-ended season of Israel
bashing. This concerted global onslaught to delegitimize Israel, has led
many around the world to express that
Israel has lost the right to exist.
The campaign is vicious.
There were the outrageous accusations
last year that Israel’s medical rescue
teams to Haiti were there to harvest
human organs and Turks seemed to
forget about Israel’s rapid response to
their devastating earthquake in 1999,
content to sit back and watch stateapproved TV shows depicting Israeli
soldiers as “child killers”.

Time to Act

Not found in their text books. Medical students from abroad observe and
photo: Amos Geva and Shay Druyak
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participate in a simulated life-saving exercise at Tzrifim military base.
“Amazing, these soldiers are younger than us,” one student remarked.

“Ze Maspik - enough,” felt twenty-five
medical students at Tel Aviv University
(TAU) who believed they could make
a difference in “reforming the negative
image that has been created around
Israel regarding human rights and humanitarian aid.” One of the two initiators of the new project, South African
born Michal Faktor, a 3rd year medical student at the university’s Sackler
Faculty of Medicine explains: “Our aim
is to reach out to young overseas medical students who will soon be professionally dedicated to saving lives, and
acquaint them with Israel’s enormous

Cross Continent
Connection. Ukesh
Prajapati (left)
from Nepal and
Patrik Kubiat
from Nigeria
were two of sixty
medical students
from twenty-five
countries who
attended the
Conference.

and innovative contribution in the field
of humanitarian assistance.”
Cognizant of the high hurdle that it is
“not what we say, but what they hear”,
Michal and her team organized this past
July, together with the StandWithUs
Fellowship, a public diplomacy leadership
programme, a Humanitarian Medicine
Conference (HMC) at TAU.
Michal headed the recruitment drive.
“Over 60 medical students from some 25
countries, most from Europe - the rest
from USA, Canada, Brazil, El Salvador,
Nepal, Singapore and Nigeria - came to
the four-day conference,” said Michal.
“Over 85% of them were not Jewish,
have never been to Israel and most likely
would never visit Israel in their lifetime

Initiator and co-organiser of the World
Conference of Medical Students at TAU,
former South African Michal Faktor

were it not for this conference. Ukeh, a
4th year medical student from Nepal told
me that while he had heard of Israel, he
could not, before the conference, have
pointed it out on a map.”
All the visitors were hosted at the
homes of TAU medical students, “so
each got to stay with an Israeli of similar age.”

Heart Wrenching
At Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem,
they learnt about the ‘A Heart for
Peace’ programme which provides free
heart surgery for Palestinian children.
Following a tour where they met young
Palestinian patients, “They were addressed by a Palestinian doctor and
were free to ask whatever questions
they wanted.”
They also visited Wolfson Medical
Center in Holon, “where they learned
about ‘Save a Child’s Heart’ (SACH), an
Israel-based international humanitarian project which provides life-saving
cardiac surgery and other life-saving
procedures for children from developing countries.” This project made national news at the time of the Haiti
earthquake, when Israel brought out
6-year-old Woodley who had a rare
heart malfunction and should have been
operated on in the first six months of
his life. Wolfson had arranged for this
operation before the earthquake, “so it
suddenly became a question of finding Woodley in the rubble and sending
him to Israel. All this was miraculously
achieved and his life was saved through
very complicated surgery.”
The group learnt that Woodley was
one of 2,200 foreign children that have
been operated on since the programme
was launched in 1995. Over 1000 of
them have been Palestinians from the
West Bank and Gaza. “This cooperation
goes on despite the political tensions and
wars in the region,” says Michal.
Interestingly, Wolfson have operated
on some 10 children from Iraq. “Israelis
probably don’t know this, so how can

Feature

Six-year-old Haitian Woodley
after his life-saving operation
at Wolfson

we expect the outside world to know?
We need to get these stories out there
in the public domain.”

Most illuminating for the group, were
lectures by experts experienced in the
field of providing humanitarian and
medical aid to crisis spots in the world.
They heard “how Israel is usually one
of the first countries to arrive on the
scene and get things moving quickly
and professionally.”
On the last day, says Michal, “We organised a panel discussion on medical
ethics in conflict areas. One of the doctors was on the team that went to Haiti,
another from Jerusalem who spoke of
situations where an injured terrorist is
brought in together with some of his injured victims. The doctor made it clear
that once they enter an Israeli hospital,
irrespective of whatever crimes may
have been committed, all patients are
treated equally.”
Michal says she was impressed by the
questions asked and the high level of
discussion.
And as to what impact the conference
had on the participants, Michal says:
“You only have to look on Facebook
and read their comments and observations, see their photos and most telling,
the articles on Israel they are reading
and suggesting others to read. We have
presented them with a prism to process
news about Israel – to be equipped in
determining truth from lies.”
And the future? “We are preparing for
the 2011 conference. We want this to
be an annual event.” Michal and her
fellow students work on a completely
voluntary basis and see themselves “as
young, unofficial ambassadors of the
State of Israel.” •
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“The Perfectionist”
photos: Save a Child’s Heart (SACH)

They visited an army base, “where they
met male and female soldiers and were
surprised that they were young people,
pretty much like themselves who are
serving their country.”

photos: Orli Leibovitz

Total Home Renovations

Philip Symon is

Philip Symon, always the perfectionist, uses the latest techniques for upgrading, refurbishing and
maintaining your property to the highest standard. For over 25 years Philip Symon has been synonymous
with reliability and expertise. Join his long list of satisfied clients and bring a touch of class to your home.
Services include: •Professional Painting and decorative moldings •Demolition •Bathroom and kitchen remodelling
•Tiling •Electrical work •Plaster work and partitions •Plumbing
Call today for free advice and/or quotes.

mobile: (054)431-5005 email: philip_symon@hotmail.com

The First
Responders

Israel at its Finest

Photos from top
1. Orli Liebovitz and Tali
Abelsohn-Leon on the El-Al flight
en route to Haiti.
2. One of the many speciallytrained dogs called upon to find
survivors in the rubble.
3. Orli Liebowitz supervising
the off-loading of life-saving
equipment at Port-Au-Prince.

When the IDF team dispatched to Haiti during
last year’s devastating earthquake returned to
a hero’s welcome at Ben Gurion International
Airport, amongst the huge crowd were sisters
Orli Liebovitz and Tali Abelsohn-Leon.
Daughters of former South Africans Charles
and Vivienne Abelsohn of Kfar Saba, they
had been on the El Al flight that transported
Israeli soldiers and equipment to Haiti two
weeks earlier. Tali went as the purser (flight
manager) while Orli’s official position was
‘Weight & Balance’. “I was in charge of loading and off-loading the plane,” Orli told Telfed
Magazine.

High Definition (HD) satellite
TV is Now Available
Enjoy full coverage of Barclays Premier
League All in English & All in HD.
Have a satellite dish? We will provide you with
the finest HD service.
We are the exclusive representatives of the Barclays
League HD receivers in Israel.

“When we landed at Port-Au-Prince, there
was no off-loading equipment to help, so the army boys all tucked in.”
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense Minister Ehud Barak, and
IDF Chief of Staff Gabi Ashkenazi were on hand to welcome the returning
200-member team. “As many plot against us, distort and muddy our names, you
have shown the real IDF,” said Prime Minister Netanyahu and while “many are
trying to tarnish our image,” said Chief of Staff Gabi Ashkenazi, ‘With your
deeds, you have proven that the opposite is true.”
While flying is a daily occurrence for these two El Al sisters, both Orli and Tali,
agreed, “It was a once in a lifetime flight.” The atmosphere on board, they said,
“was incredible. We were all one family embarking on a mission which made us
so proud to be Israeli.” In the hold were small cages with dogs. “These were to
be used to find survivors in the rubble. The soldiers on board had no illusion on
the job at hand and they were so motivated to get cracking,” said Orli.
Now, whenever there is a crisis in the world that Israel may respond to, “I’m
the first to say “Send me, send me,” says Orli.

Joffe-Jankelowitz
Insurance Services
Specializing in all branches of Insurance
Elementary:
Car, House, Business & Travel
Private Health:
Health Insurance & Frail Care (Siudi)
Life:
Life Insurance, Pension Funds, Kupot Gemel & Keren Hishtalmut

Mark: mark@egoz-insu.co.il; Harold: harold@egoz-insu.co.il
Tel: 03-9292791/3/4 Fax: 03-9292733

Dissatisfied with your current T.V. provider?
Don’t have a satellite dish? We will provide one!
Call today for a great price and excellent,
personal service.
Many other HD and non-HD satellite
channels are also available such as BskyB.
Watch 24/7 Cricket, Rugby, movies,
entertainment, news & much much more.
Meir Levmore the American technician

050-7207010 meir@itvsat.com
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by David Kaplan

credited with a place or win! Our lap
times were similar and despite telling
the “powers-that-be” who was driving
what, they still mixed it up! And when
Leyland presented me an Austin Apache
to race, Niel used to enjoy throwing it
around, rather than his Mini!”

Service to Israel before personal need. Uri
Milunsky and wife Beryl, who joined him three
weeks after he volunteered in 1969.

The Future

Ephy Chesler ready
to hit the road

Easy Come
Easy Go

He says he eventually
got fed up with the politics and crime in SA “and
Israel seemed an admirable
compromise - being much
nearer to the civilised world and to
my expatriate daughters!”

New
Oleh
Profile

He is also very proud to be Jewish.
Aliya is a breeze to this biker from
Cape Town who made aliya in July. So
far he says, “I have had a full life; no
regrets and am quite happy to make
the same mistakes over and over again.”
Ephy Chesler has been married twice,
“both times to lovely girls and in the
process produced two daughters with
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each marriage. Of course they are all
beautiful, brilliant, and talented and
the two older ones have wonderful
husbands with whom each has produced two incredible grandchildren
respectively!”
He adds, “We come from a line of
“Petrol Heads”! My late father, Simey,
had a motorcycle shop in Long Street
in the 1920’s and used to race motorcycles along with such notables
as the late Vic Procter.” Ephy has
been riding motorcycles since 1953,
adding motor cars later and has
passed on his passion to his daughter Philippa who “is probably one of

few Jewish motor racers in the world!”
He notes that “We have had successful
Jewish male motor-racers, like Jody
Schechter - the only South African
to win a World Championship - but
no females! In Cape Town we almost
have a minyan”

Antics on the Circuit
Amongst the “motor maniac minyan” in the 1970s was Netanya Travel
Agent, Niel Bobrov! “He was good and
won quite a few races. He also held
the Group “N” Class X lap record for
a while! He blew-up an engine once by
over-revving and virtually by himself,
stripped and rebuilt it! Plus the gearbox, for good measure!”
“Neil and I,” continues Ephy “had
identical racing suits and we often
used to swop cars for different races at the same meeting. On quite a
few occasions the wrong driver was

The Mighty Minis - 1975
Careering around the
bend is Niel Bobrow in
the lead followed by
his buddy Ephy Chesler
on his back at Killarney
racetrack in Cape Town.

“Israel has a reasonable sized community of motorcyclists,” he says,
and that’s excluding the myriad of
scooter riders. Ephy’s bike tours are
not short of surprises. His tours from
South Africa included stopovers at
Concentration Camps.
No different from the Eiffel
Towers or Big Bens, “The Dachaus
and Mauthausens are also icons of
European history. I expose non-Jewish
bikers to the places where Jewish life
in the 20th century arrived at its ‘Final
Solution’. I made no bones about being Jewish, and motorcyclists were all
very aware of this when they voted
for me to resurrect the ailing Classic
Motorcycle Club in Cape Town a few
years ago! At the time I was probably
the only Jewish member.”
If you are interested in seeing Europe
on two-wheels, but are not inclined
to pedal, you can gear up and visit
Ephy’s website at: www.backroadbiking.com •

House Calls to
Country Calls

When he hears the whirling of a
helicopter, Dr. Uri Milunsky’s mind
is always taken back to 1969, when
that sound heralded incoming causalities from the battlefield.
An anaesthetist in private practice
in Johannesburg, Uri responded to an
appeal for doctors to volunteer at Tel
Hashomer Hospital. It was an age when
Southern African Jews would leave
their jobs, close their shops, or shut
their practices in response to Israel’s
call in times of desperate need.

The Ramatayim Men’s Choir has
come a long way since four nostalgic
enthusiasts got together in 1995 in the
Jerusalem suburb of Ramot to sing
favourite synagogue tunes from their
youth. Since then, the choir has grown
to over 30 choristers, (native Israelis
and olim from four continents), three
of them former South Africans – the
Director and founding father of the
choir, Richard Shavei-Tzion, Baritone
Ralph (‘Rafi’) Barnett, another of the
‘founding four’ and the choir’s MC and
soloist Michael Stanger, who joined
the group shortly thereafter.
This past June, the choir made a fivestop tour of the UK – Manchester,
Liverpool, Birmingham, London and
Southgate.
The group received resounding endorsement from Liverpool’s Lord
Mayor, Mrs. Helen Williams who said,
“I was raised in Wales and have always
believed that the Welsh had the best
male voice choirs. Until tonight!”

Earlier that evening, when they broke
Uri was one of four doctors who
into the Rogers and Hammerstein classigned up. The other three were:
sic, ‘You will never walk alone’ – also
anaesthetist Dr Hennie Judelman z”l,
the Liverpool Football Club’s anthem
a plastic surgeon specialisRamatayim Men’s Choir : Rafi Barnett, the choir’s presenter/MC is 3rd
ing in hand surfrom
left; Mike Stanger, a soloist in the choir is 2nd from left; Richard
gery and burns
Shavei-Tzion is in the front row, centre.
Dr Isadore
Kaplan z”l, and
an orthopaedic surgeon Dr
Charles Malkin
z”l. For full story of Uri’s experiences visit the
Telfed website.
www.telfed.org.
il/content/memoirs-uri-milunsky•
photo credit Michael Bar-On

Easy
Rider

Ephy plans on operating his Cape
Town business, ‘Back Road Biking’ in Israel. Running motorcycle tours
to Europe, his routes are mainly on
‘back roads’ - speeds are low and autobahns generally avoided. They include
stops at museums and art galleries.
This ‘Easy Rider’ speaks German as
well as some Italian and French and
“hopefully soon - Hebrew.”

A Joy to Hear

People

Photo Credit: David Nathan

of British Forces in Afghanistan and
a high-profile critic of the Goldstone
Commission’s report. Kemp addressed
the synagogue saying that “Israel had
every justification in defending itself
and its army is probably the most humane in the world.”

Richard Shavei Tzion presents Mrs. Helen
Williams, Lord Mayor of Liverpool with
a photographic print by artist and choir
member Yakov Rabinowitz

- 80% of the audience passionately
joined in. There was a ‘rational’ explanation why 20% sat in grim-face silence.
“They were fans of the local rival club,
Everton,” Richard told Telfed.

Melodies for the Midlands
In Birmingham they performed with
a local Christian group delighting the
audience with renditions of Nkosi
Sikelele Africa and Naomi Shemer’s
Al Kol E’leh. Following this performance, Richard was interviewed live on
BBC radio. The ‘Flotilla Saga’ was in
full swing and he was pressed to comment on this unfolding drama and the
peace process. “I said Israel has constantly shown a willingness to make
peace and made numerous gestures of
goodwill. The minute we have a partner
for peace who we can seriously engage
with, there will be progress.”
In London, Ramatayim performed on
Shabbat at Finchley Synagogue to an
audience of thirteen hundred. Sharing
the stage were Matthew Gould, the
incoming and first Jewish British ambassador to Israel, and retired Colonel
Richard Kemp, the former Commander
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Ramatayim’s choristers include lawyers, accountants, doctors and dentists,
engineers, technicians and high-tech
personnel. Richard, who has been
singing since the age of ten when
as a boy soprano, he joined the
Gardens Shul Choir in Cape
Town, today manages a property
company. Ramatayim’s repertoire consists mainly of Jewish
liturgical music and includes
Chassidic, Israeli songs and
opera. They perform on a
voluntary basis, frequently
in support of local charitable and social causes.
The choir appears at concert halls and synagogues
throughout Israel often
alongside some of the finest cantors in the world. This
season so far, the Choir has
performed with Israeli rock
icon Shlomo Gronich and the
acclaimed cantors Yitzchak
Meir Helfgot, Simon Cohen and former
South African Colin Schachat, who,
in 2008, performed at Buckingham
Palace before Queen Elizabeth.
The choir’s name derives from
Ramatayim-Tzofim, birthplace of
the Prophet Samuel, mentioned in
the Book of Samuel 1 (1:1) and associated with the present day suburb
of Ramot.
For more info on the choir, visit:
www.rmchoir.org •

Gems Don’t Lose
Their Sparkle

“She loves mixing with youngsters,”
says daughter Rena Elman of her
mother. A good thing too!
At 101 years old, Fania
Hurwitz is the oldest
resident on Kibbutz
Yasur and probably the oldest

Fania at 18
shortly after she
finished matric
in Lithuania.

Fania with her granddaughter Ruth, taken
when she was in her early 90s.

Southern African in Israel. Still going
strong, Fania flew last year to South
Africa to celebrate her 100 birthday.
Her long journey began in Lithuania
where she lived through revolution and
“quite a few wars - WWI, the PolishLithuanian War and the LithuanianSoviet War. The borders were often
shifting,” related Rena. “One moment
their shtetl was ruled by the Poles,
the next it fell under the Bolsheviks.
It was a terrifying time for the Jews,
and Mom, as a little girl, had a few
narrow escapes.”
On one occasion, Rena relates, “She
was on a train with her parents, when

Stan’s the Man

a bunch of boisterous Bolshevik soldiers, probably drunk, became violent.
One of them said ‘Let’s kill the little
girl.’ My grandfather quickly stood
up and pleaded, and luckily the train
stopped at a station - nowhere near
where they were going - and they
quickly jumped off.”
This was ‘Hunting Season’ in the
Pale of Settlement and Jews were
the prey.
Within a decade of this incident,
Fania and her parents were living in
Doornfontein in Johannesburg.
Times were tough. Two years after
the family arrived in South Africa in
1929, Fania’s father died, and “my mom
and bobba opened a dairy café.” Fania,
in her early twenties, had only basic
English, which she taught herself back
in Lithuania while reading her first
English book, Little Lord Fauntleroy.
“For the first 20 pages she looked up
words in a dictionary; thereafter she
was fine. She’s a quick learner.” She
had no difficulty answering, “yes” when
Philip Hurwitz proposed.
She also knew Russian - thanks to
the ‘occupation’ - which would later
prove helpful seven decades later with
the mass Russian immigration to Israel.
In 1975, after her husband Philip
died, Fania, aged 66, made aliya joining her daughter’s family on Kibbutz
Yasur, near Akko. Rena had married
a kibbutznik who had previously been
a shaliach for Hashomer Hatzair in
Johannesburg in the late 1950s. “In
1990, when the first Russian families arrived on the kibbutz to learn
Hebrew, Mom became the official
translator. She was of course, fluent
in Hebrew as well.”
Over the years since making aliya
in 1975, Fania had worked in various
fields, and at 95, she was officially pensioned off from an electronics games
company. She was most unimpressed.
“At 95, who will employ me now?”

Stanley Fischer is seen here at
the Zimbabwe Reunion in 2008
at the Ra’anana Bowling Club.

Bank of Israel Governor Stanley Fischer was named
‘Central Bank Governor of the Year’ by Euromoney. The
global magazine for banking and finance chose the former
Rhodesian/Zimbabwean for his astute management of
the Israeli economy through the aftermath of the global
financial crisis. His bold move to raise interest rates in
September 2009 - the first country to do after the crisis
“proved well-guided and prescient,” said Euromoney.
“Further rises have also been well-timed, allowing the
economy to grow at a healthy rate of 4.7% in the second
quarter of 2010 while keeping inflation in check at around
1.8%.” Euromoney commended Fischer for striking the ideal
balance between moderating inflation and supporting
economic recovery.

From being an only child, Fania has a
family of 44, including 20 great-grandchildren. Following her 100th birthday
party almost two years ago in South
Africa, Fania made sure she was back
in Israel on the 10th of February, the
actual date of her birth. It was also the
date of Israel’s general election and
not even the rain that day was going
to deter Fania from casting her vote.
Clearly she has the vote of everyone
on her kibbutz.
As one member expressed, “She gives
everyone hope as we see it is possible
to grow old with dignity and grace.
She is such a caring and special lady
– a gem.” •

Settled in
Court

“Jillian, you have not
lost a singles title in
the last two years;
that’s better than
Federer,” quipped a
well-known Israeli
tennis coach at a
ceremony where
former Capetonian
Jillian Milliner was

awarded the 2010 Master’s Player of the
Year. She also received an Achievement
Award from the Israel Tennis Masters
Association for winning five masters
tournaments this season.
Jillian was ecstatic. “I feel my father here tonight.” Acclaimed as one
of Wynberg Boys finest sportsman,
“Aubrey would be very proud of her,”
added her emotional mother Annette
Milliner-Giladi.
“Jillian has proved herself to be Israel’s
leading tennis player in the Masters division,” Ian Froman, one the co-founders of the Israel Tennis Center told
Haaretz. “She is a true sportsperson
on and off the court, and is someone who works hard at continually maintaining and improving
her game,” added Ian.

News from Centre Court
Following a BOG meeting of the
Israel Tennis Center (ITC)
in October, Danny Gelley
was appointed the new
CEO of the Israel
Tennis Center
taking over from

33

People
Danny Gelley,
the new
CEO of the
Israel Tennis
Center, at his
first press
conference.

a former South African, Janine Strauss.
The ITC has enjoyed a strong connection to the Southern African community since its inception in the 1970s.

to reach new heights,” Danny
told Telfed Magazine. He is
“ecstatic” at the rapid progress
“to rejoin forces with the Israel
Tennis Association (ITA) and
other organisations.”
In the past, Telfed has partnered the ITC in joint projects
such as in the early 1990s - a
project at the Ramat Hasharon
Center to teach recreational tennis and dancing to new Russian immigrants - to providing volunteers at
Davis Cup tournaments.

While tennis was an established
sport by 1948, it really took off when
a young South African immigrant dentist opted to take “indefinite leave”
from his profession and devote himself to his passion tennis. The result
was the establishment of the Israel
Tennis Center, and on Independence
Day in May 1989, Ian Froman was
awarded the Israel Prize, the country’s most prestigious award, for his
service to sport.

The 14 not-for-profit Tennis Centers,
located primarily in underprivileged
communities across the breadth of
Israel, offer every child - regardless of
background, religion or physical ability
- the opportunity “to learn the game
of life through tennis.” While providing a wide range of community development and outreach programmes,
“we don’t lose sight of promoting and
developing world class tennis players.
All our top players have come through
the ITC,” says Danny.

Stepping into the position initially
occupied by his mentor, Ian, Danny
brings to ‘the court’, 30 years of managerial experience in the ITC. “I am
so proud to lead this amazing organization. With the help of our incredible staff and many friends in Israel
and overseas we will propel the ITC

A shining example is Shachar Peer.
Her career-high singles ranking of
World No. 14 - which she achieved
on June 7, 2010 - is the highest ranking ever achieved by an Israeli. And
another interesting gem – her father,
Dovik, hails from Germiston in the
former Transvaal.•

No slowing down for Norman Spiro. Recently he was interviewed
on Israel TV about the 8m/m movies he took on his travels to Israel
in the late 1940s. Historical gems, they capture the atmosphere at
the time and particularly how fellow Southern Africans were faring
in the cities, kibbutzim and moshavim. Beth Hatefutsoth (Museum
of the Jewish People) has sought copies of the movies.
A new project for this renowned lawn bowl’s correspondent for
the English media, has been to create a website on the local
sport. “The purpose,” explains the also former manager of
Telfed’s rental housing company, ISRENTCO, “is to record the
history of bowls in Israel from its very beginning in 1953.The
subject matter is infinite. Events today are tomorrow’s history,
so we aim to keep the site up-to-date.”
Visit the site at: www.lawnbowls-israelrecords.com

Norman
Conquest

Honourable
Professor
Earlier this year, Professor Shmuel
Eidelman was awarded the prestigious
Yakir Haifa Award. He is only the third
Southern African to be so honoured.
The former two were Louis Shapiro
in the early 1980s and more recently,
Paul Arieli. The Award recognizes
the outstanding contribution that the
honouree has made to the City as well
as “putting Haifa on the map.”
This Shmuel has achieved assuredly.
He is the first and only Haifa resident
to have held the prestigious position
of Head of the Scientific Council,
which supervises medical specialisations, oversees examinations and accredits medical departments throughout Israel.

drafting the legislation and the rules to
absorb these doctors. “The government
invested over half a billion dollars on
this project. But the results paid off.
Today, they are specialists, heads of
departments, professors, researchers
- a highly talented and enriching contribution to the Israel mosaic.”

Free to leave; He stayed
Shmuel’s journey began as a young
intern at Tel Hashomer in 1956.
Straight out of Wits Medical School,
Shmuel signed up to a project devised by Professor Sheba, head of Tel
Hashomer Hospital. In partnership

Right Man, Right Time
Destiny often intervenes to define
a man’s journey. And so it was for
Shmuel that his tenure as Head of
the Scientific Council coincided with
the mass aliya from the former Soviet
Union. “A million Russians arrived over
a 15 year period of which 2% were
doctors. The problem was they came
from a wide range of cities and towns
from all over the Soviet Union with
varying standards of competence. It
was essential to professionally assess
them so that they could be absorbed
into the medical profession. For those
that required extra training, this had
to be provided. This was a mammoth
task and success or failure could have
impacted one way or another on this
aliya.” Bad news travels back very
quickly. That Israel’s population
jumped by one fifth - soon with
its own political party in the
Knesset - confirmed that the
news was good.
Shmuel played a major role in
Norman Spiro

with the SAZF in Johannesburg, the
project invited young medical school
graduates to come to Israel for two
years. Thereafter we were free to return or stay. I married an Israeli girl
in 1957 and stayed.”
It was while specializing in gastroenterology in Seattle, Washington in
the late 1960s that “I was contacted
by Rambam Hospital in Haifa to head
and develop a gastroenterology department, a field still in its infancy in
Haifa at the time.”
Apart from running the gastroenterology unit, Shmuel served on the faculty of the Technion Medical School.
He takes great pride that “many of
my students became heads of departments in hospitals throughout northern Israel.”

A King and a Queen

At a gala evening earlier this year at the Suzanne
Dellal Center in Tel Aviv , the ‘Queen of Spanish
Dance’ in Israel, Silvia Duran was decorated with the
title of, ‘Commander of the Order of Merit’ by the
Spanish Ambassador to Israel in the name of Juan
Carlos, King of Spain for her contribution to the
development of Spanish dance. Southern Africans
in Israel may recall her school perform at Telfed’s
spectacular, ‘The Show Must Go On’ in 2002 at the
Kfar Saba Cultural Centre.

After retiring from the Technion,
Shmuel helped establish the School of
Public Health at Haifa University where
he has promoted research into improving doctor/patient relationships.
Sidney Shapiro, Director of Telfed,
recalls how “Shmuel was always on
hand to advise South African doctors
considering aliya.” In 1993, prior to the
election that brought
Prof. Shmuel
Mandela to power, he
Eidelman takes was sent by the Jewish
the podium
Agency and Telfed to
at a Medical
South Africa where he
Conference.
addressed audiences
attracting hundreds of doctors to
meetings in Johannesburg, Durban
and Cape Town. “Of the 120 doctors
I interviewed, forty made aliya.”
Back in 1958, the young Southern
African interns were in possession of
a free return flight to Johannesburg.
It was Israel and Haifa’s gain that
one young Eidelman decided not to
use it. •

Golden Boy

In April’s Telfed Magazine, we
ran an article on 16 year-old Gil
Haimovitz of Gedera ‘Going for
Gold’. The 2009 European junior
Taekwondo champion Gold Medalist
was preparing for the Junior Olympics
in Singapore. This past August, Gil
went on to take the gold but not in a

way he would have expected.
A close win in the quarters against a
Filipino brought him to the semi-finals
which he won, beating an Argentinean.
All attention was now on the finals. A
few minutes before the encounter, an
ambulance raced into the arena and
whisked off Gil’s competitor.
Surprise? Not really. How could
young Mohammad Soleimani, an
Iranian, step into the same ring as
an Israeli?
And in order not to be penalized by
the world sport’s body for bringing politics into the ring, the Iranian delegation feigned an old injury had worsened
- a not uncommon excuse to avoid the
ultimate indignity of standing alongside an Israeli on the medal’s podium.
Unthinkable!
“I prepared for the
match, even
when people
were saying
that for sure
he wouldn’t
pitch up. It
really was a
Take That Gil Haimovitz
(left) kicking
his way to
victory.
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A Past Restored

“Art does not reproduce what we see; rather, it makes us see.” Paul Klee.
Internationally renowned photo-sculptor, Basil C. Frank from Jerusalem,
took the ‘Jury’s Special Award’ at the Aomori Print Triennale 2010 in
Japan for his exhibit, ‘The Saartjie Baartman Story’. His work projects
a Caucasian male covered in Dead Sea restorative mud, signifying
healing, juxtaposed with Saartjie Baartman, a Khoikhoi woman
shipped to London in 1810 from South Africa.
Paraded in freak shows, she became a perverted attraction in 19th
century Europe. Negotiated by Mandela and President Mitterrand
following the end of Apartheid, her remains were repatriated from
France to South Africa and buried on a hill in her homeland - the
Gamtoos Valley - over 200 years after her birth.

shame because I don’t think the Iranian
had a choice and I really wanted to
compete and win,” expressed Gil to
Telfed.
The young Israeli of South African
parents Ron and Stephanie is right.
Mohammed didn’t have a choice and
Gil did win, in more ways than one.
He showed up the young Iranian’s
masters in Teheran as small minded
bigots, ignorant of the spirit and philosophy of the Olympics.
Gil now has his sights set on the
2012 Olympics in London.•

Telfed’s Chairman
& the Mossad
Agent
When Nina Selbsts, daughter of the
late Judge Joseph Herbstein read
that Ram Oren, the popular Israeli
author, had published a book this year
on the South-African born Mossad
agent Sylvia Raphael, she recalled
she had tucked away extensive correspondence between her father, at the
time Chairman of Telfed, (1971-1974)
and Sylvia, who, following a botched

Justice Joseph Herbstein,
Telfed Chairman 1971-1974
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Mossad agent
Sylvia Raphael
on a movie set
in Europe with
Yul Brynner.

assassination, was languishing in a
Norwegian prison.

a false Canadian passport, posed as a
freelance writer and photographer.

In one letter, Herbstein writes, “As
Chairman of the SAFZ (Israel), I am
glad to offer you our services. If you
should need any help, please write.”
There were numerous lengthy exchanges between the two, some on the
nature of her Judaism in the light of
her mother not being Jewish. In one
letter, Herbstein expresses pleasure
with her father for “imbuing you so
fully with his ‘Jewishness’ as to influence you to come out so strongly on
our side.” And strongly she did. As
Eitan Haber, Rabin’s former press
secretary and a veteran Yediot columnist expressed at the time of her
funeral in 2005: “One day, when true
peace comes, they will write books
about her, make movies of her life
and name streets after her.” He was
right. Oren’s 2010 book may well be
the first of many.

On any one day she may have been
seen clicking away at a movie set
somewhere in Europe, the next, pursuing Israel’s multifarious enemies.
It was hinted that she was one of
the very few Israeli agents who penetrated the PLO’s bases in Jordan and
Lebanon when an unshaven operative
in khaki fatigues, adorning a black and
white headscarf and a
holstered gun on his
belt was orchestrating
so much mayhem. Did
Arafat and Sylvia ever
meet? With both now
gone - Who knows?
But she was reputed
to have been very close
to the Jordanian monarchy, frequently visiting her friend Alia,
the late King Hussein’s
third wife.

One for the Books
Like so many who were inspired by
Leon Uris’s “Exodus”, Sylvia was drawn
to the heroic exploits of an emerging nation fighting for survival. By
the time she had turned the last page
of Uris’s bestseller, she had decided
to turn a new page in her own life.
She arrived in Israel in the mid-sixties and joined Kibbutz Gan Shmuel
near Hadera as a volunteer. If her
good looks were attracting attention
on the kibbutz, there were others also
interested. The Mossad spotted and
recruited her.
The late sixties and early seventies were turbulent times. Palestinian
terrorism was constantly
front-page news, replete
with airline hijackings,
assassinations and attacks
on airports and embassies.
Rapidly rising to become
one of Mossad’s top operatives, Raphael, carrying

Mystery & Mystique
Most of Raphael’s exploits are still
shrouded in mystery, apart from the one
assignment that went horribly wrong.
In July 1973, Raphael joined a hastily
assembled team of Mossad agents to
track down Ali Hassan Salameh, Black
September’s operation chief in Europe
and thought to be the mastermind of
the Munich massacre. In the sedate
Norwegian village of Lillehammer,
the team gunned down a Moroccan
waiter called Ahmed Bouchiki believing him to be Salameh. Raphael and
five other operatives were captured
and tried. She was sentenced to five
and a half years in prison.
While incarcerated, she was visited
by Herbstein’s son Frank, a professor
in Chemical Crystallography from the
Technion in Haifa. In 1974 he was on a
lecture tour of Norway and “Dad asked
me to visit her and so I did, taking
with me a box of Israeli chocolates,”
Frank told Telfed. “She was so gracious.

There we were visiting an inmate of a
prison and she welcomed and ‘hosted’
us as if we were overseas dignitaries
visiting her estate.” No sooner had
Frank left, when Sylvia penned another letter to Telfed’s chairman: “What
a lovely surprise getting a visit from
your son – someone from home and
someone from your family.”
Sylvia was released the following
year after serving 15 months.
No matter how
much the professional, in the furtive
world that Sylvia
operated, mistakes
with lethal consequences always
lurked. Hazards of
the ‘trade’! Sylvia’s
botched assassination would prove
a prelude to another, this time on
the other side. In
Sylvia Raphael
September
1985,
with the son of a
Force 17, a splinter
friend on Kibbutz
group of the PLO,
Ramat HaKovesh.
murdered three
Israeli tourists on a
yacht off the coastal resort of Larnaca
in Cyprus. They claimed that the victims were Mossad agents, one of them,
the prized Sylvia Raphael.

Keeping Mum
Not so! Raphael would live for another twenty years before succumbing
to leukemia at the age of 67 in South
Africa. In accordance with her wishes, the Mossad brought her “home”
to be buried on her adopted Kibbutz,
Ramat Hakovesh, 7 kms north-east
of Kfar Saba.
Her Norwegian husband, Annaeus
Scholdt who had been her lawyer at
her trial in Norway, revealed to the
writer at the time of her unveiling
that “She was a gifted woman, quick
witted and well qualified to do whatever was required of her. I still know
nothing of what she had done prior to
the business in Norway. She was the
consummate professional; she would
never speak about her Mossad past,
even to me. All I know was that her
work was extremely dangerous.”
Prime Minister Golda Meir’s clear
and simple message at the time - mess
with us, and you will pay - set the
new rules of the game that are still
in play today.
While it’s already five years that one
of Israel’s most accomplished field
agents has been laid to rest, there is
still so much about the life and times
of Sylvia Raphael waiting to be unearthed. •

The Spy Who Came in from
the Cold

There is another revelation that emerges from the correspondence between
the imprisoned Mossad agent and Telfed’s chairman. Sitting in her cold Oslo
cell in the snowy winter of 1974, Sylvia writes to Judge Herbstein, “I read in
The Jerusalem Post that Tel Aviv - or was it the whole country - was blasted
by an unseasonal heat wave - 28 degrees!” With this past summer’s temperatures frequently soaring into the forties, ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ emerges off
this 36 year-old casually penned weather report - Global Warming is here!
Unlike much of Sylvia Raphael’s life, this today is no secret.
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In Memoriam

by David Kaplan
Telfed hosts
Ambassador Meron
Reuben, former South
African and Israel’s
new ambassador to the
United Nations (l-r):
Bennie Penzik, David
Kaplan, Ambassador Meron Reuben,
Hertzel Katz and Sidney Shapiro.
Hertzel Katz organised the meeting and
welcomed the Ambassador.

Israel’s recently appointed Ambassador to
the United Nations, former South African
Meron Reuben.

Making the Case
for Israel

“I wish to state the profound and enduring
wish of my nation to establish peace with the
Palestinians. A peace based on security and mutual recognition. A peace that will ensure prosperity for our two peoples.” Excerpt from Meron
Reuben’s maiden speech to the United Nations’
Security Council.

on South America. He should be - he
is married to a Chilean, is fluent in
Spanish and his subsequent postings
have been to Mexico, Paraguay, Bolivia
and Columbia.
Today he stands at the centre of the
world - New York - as Israel’s newest
ambassador to the UN. “I feel honoured
to be in a position that has only been
filled by fourteen individuals over 62
years. It’s wonderful to sit behind the
same desk as Golda. I sometimes find

myself scratching around looking for
the initials G.M. carved into the old
wood.” This he has not discovered,
but what he has found is that with his
new posting he has to be constantly
on guard with every word that leaves
his lips. “The media will analyse what
I don’t say as much as what I do say,
looking for any nuance that might indicate a change in Israel’s foreign policy.” Breaking into a grin he muses, “I
can’t scratch my back in public without
considering its political implication.”
Imagine if he scratched a little lower
what the media would read into that.
As expected, there was no escaping

Returning to Israel hot after his
maiden speech in October, the former
Capetonian, found time to address a
meeting at Telfed. Meron joins a long
illustrious line of Southern Africans
who have served in Israel’s diplomatic
corp. (See Cover Story Telfed Magazine
June 2009)

Goldstone, an albatross that plagues
any discussion on Israel these days.
“The Goldstone report was flawed
from inception. Built into the mandate
was the premise that Israel was guilty
and therefore the onus was on her to
prove her innocence. Whether it was
a good or bad decision for Israel not
to have participated, we leave to history. However, those Israeli organizations that did present testimony to the
commission, their mention in the report
ranged from minimal to nil.
“Goldstone is problematic because
the report remains forever on the statute books in the UN and its jaundiced
findings are regurgitated time after
time in different ways to advance political agendas.”
Noting there were young Southern
African students in the audience
from the IDC, Herzliya’s School of
Government, Meron advised, “Israel
needs top diplomats proficient in
English. There are many Israeli diplomats who believe they understand
and can speak a quality English – they
don’t and they can’t. You have this advantage. My advice: “Go for it..” •

The Telfed
chairman
Maish Isaacson,
members of the
Executive,
the Director
and Staff
express
heartfelt
condolences
to families
whose loved
ones have
passed away in
recent months:
Brian Armist, Kfar Saba
Barney Helman, Ra’anana
Carol Russak, Rishon Lezion
Daniel Gaziel, Beit Shemesh
Doreen Broude, Herzlia
Lola Ellert, Cape Town
Gidon Levitas, Netanya
Hazel Greenblatt, Tzur Yigal
Hillel Feldman, Kibbutz Yizreel
Katy Benatar, Tel Aviv
Keith Aviv, Karmiel
Mervyn Kloss, Givat Shmuel

Israel’s Foreign Office is not, he says,
without a sense of humour. “Initially
I had asked for a posting to China, so
they gave me Chile. They thought I
would be satisfied with at least the first
three letters being the same.” A world
apart and some twenty-five years later,
Reuben today is considered an expert

Michael Turecki, Ra’anana
Ambassador Meron Reuben with Telfed
Vice-Chair Dave Bloom. South African
students at the IDC Herzliya School of
Governmnet and Diplomacy, Ashleigh
Farber (l) and Chaya Singer (r) with
Ambassador Reuben.

Kenneth Preiss, Omer
Mike Karol, Ra’anana
Miriam Bernstein, Jerusalem
Ruby Ellis, Ra’anana
Sabina Ralph, Netanya

Gidon Levitas
Telfed mourns the passing of
Gidon who, for many decades,
served on a number of Telfed’s
committees. With his social
work background and experience in the field, his contributions were invaluable in the
Education, Endowments and
Scholarships, Senior Citizens
and Klita committees.
In his quiet and unassuming
way, Gidon set guidelines upon
which to deal with less fortunate people with specific needs,
whether they were financial,
social or emotional.
Gidon devoted his life to
volunteering and tending to
the well-being of Southern
African aliya and Israeli society at large.
Condolences to his wife Erga
and family.

Sidney Shapiro
•
The Telfed Kfar Saba Regional
Committee expresses heartfelt
condolences to Andrea Armist
- a longtime valuable member
of the Committee - and family
on the sad and untimely loss
of her husband Brian.

Selwyn Tolkin, S.A.

Collector’s Item

Siddur and Pirke Avot
in Hebrew and Afrikaans

Contact Chonnie Romm 054 - 8059776

Two volumes by Rabbi Dr. Moses Romm z’l, formerly
Chief Rabbi of the Orange Free State (1930s-1940s)

Shoshana Teperson, Kfar Shmaryahu
Werner Gruebel, S.A./Australia
Yael Veig, Ramat Poleg
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Classifieds

Accommodation
Holiday Apts, Ra’anana, Herzliya
Pituach, Jerusalem and Netanya,
website www.rentisrael.com , info@
rentisrael.com (050)711-7967 voip
(416)630-9639 skype caryfox1
Holiday Apartments - Ra’anana: modern, central, fully-furnished and equipped.
Sleeps 6/8, 2 bathrooms, central airconditioning. Short-term rentals available. Contact Ralph: (054)429-1455/6,
(09)749-3399, Not Shabbat.
B & B in Centre of Ra’anana. Double
Room + own bathroom in lovely apartment.
Tel: (077)210-3230, (052)676-5517.
annhlevin@hotmail.com
Ra’anana: 2 roomed furnished apartments,
short and long term. Great location. Also
available either weekly or monthly: Daniel
Hotel, Herzliya, Studio apartment with
lovely sea view. Tel: (09) 774-2303, Fax
(09) 771-7202. Not Shabbat.
Accommodation to let in Ra’anana:
3-roomed holiday apartment, furnished,
including use of gym and pool, short or
long term. (050)792-4473.

Antique Clock Repairs

Antique Clock Repairs: I repair and
make new parts for your old or antique
clock. I am a specialist in this field!
Countrywide Service. I also buy and sell
classic and unique clocks. Susan (09)7729222, (052)243-0040.

POPE-GERI
INSURANCE

Catering

Shirley’s Deli: Special Menu for Chagim
- Home made cooking, includes: Fish,
Herrings, Soups, Salads, Meats, Turkey,
Roast Beef, Brisket, Chopped Liver,
Kugels, Pies and Puddings. Delivery
to Ra’anana. 8 Nitza Blvd. Netanya.
(09)887-5043/4.
Fonda’s Catering - catering for all occasions. Offering certified Kosher catering from Fonda’s at Meatland for all your
catering needs from Britot to Weddings.
For further information, contact Nicky
052-8488678.

Computer

Israel’s PC doctor, complete PC,
Network, & Internet Support – House
calls day or night; Expertly solving all
computer problems; repairs, sales, upgrades
& instruction, Microsoft & CompTIA
Certified; 19 years experience. Free consultations & advice. Remote & Onsite Support.
References available–see website. Contact
Beau: (054)772-6239, beau1@techie.com;
www.israelpcdoctor.com

Counselling

Improve relationships - marital, family
and individual counselling. Trauma debriefing. Loss and grief work. Building
self-esteem and teaching social and
problem-solving skills for teens. Jackie
Galgut (054) 9762513. (Counselling social worker)
I offer a collaborative, compassionate
approach that helps my clients discover
their hidden strengths and find new, effective solutions to long-standing challenges.
I have over fifteen years of clinical experience, specializing in individual, family, and couple relationship
difficulties, youth behavior
problems, and parenting issues. Call Naamith Heiblum
for a free phone consultation
(054)226-6207.

E
NC
R
FO ELLE
C
EX
car and house insurance

- English Summary medical and life insurance

countrywide (09)862-4824
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Electrician

Shimon’s Services - For all
your electrical and household appliances: repairs, instillation and maintenance,
in Modiin, Jerusalem, Beit
Shemesh and the Sharon
Areas. For friendly and reliable service call Shimon Zack,
(054)245-6448 (052)2953717, (08)970-7194. Not
Shabbat.

Handyman

Your handyman for all your home
maintenance requirements in the Sharon
Area: •Painting •Plumbing •Electrical
•Carpentry •Fencing •General Repairs
•Pergolas. For a free quotation, call Craig
(052)867-5235

Headstones

Caring advice, guidance and organisation provided by Yochanan Nalkin (exEngland) in arranging burials, tombstones and refurbishhments. Home
visits if required. Examples on internet, reliable stonemason. Contact: 0544641752; Yochanan.nalkin@gmail.com
(not Shabbat). References available.

Health

DETOXIFICATION - To REMOVE toxins, REBUILD your immunity, FIGHT
disease, INCREASE energy, REDUCE
weight & PREVENT colds and flu.
Contact: Vanessa Williams Holistic
Nutrition Consultant (052)616-3581
www.redemptivehealth.com.

Sewing Machines

Repairs on all makes of sewing machines and overlockers. Big discounts on
new machine prices. Trade-ins accepted.
‘Goodyear’ sewing machines available.
Free advice and help gladly given. Jock
Kahn (09) 7741568, 052 -4672113

Shaiatsu & Acupuncture

Treatments from fully accredited therapist. Do you suffer from orthopaedic pain,
headaches, sleep disorders, stress-related
conditions or other complaints? Why not
do something about it? Call ILAN KATZ
(052)333-0605 - who, with over eight
years of highly successful experience, has
now opened a clinic in Kfar Saba. Special
terms for first time patients.

Taxi Service
Shuttle service to and from Oliver
Tambo Airport and to and from
Pretoria. For convenient and comfortable service. Contact: Allen Chasen: shuttle2home.co.za, Mobile: (082)7740965,
Email: chatis@telkomsa.net

We Want

Any China, household goods, tableware,
silver plate, glassware, bric-a-brac or small
furniture that you can live without? Or
moving house? We’ll make you an offer
you can live with. Call Sol or Lorraine,
Gallery Lauren, 83 Sokolov Street, Ramat
Hasharon. Tel. (03)540-9481.

