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Chairman’s Greeting
I am Dyslexic. Enhanced, as it often is, by ADD. What is your superpower?
In 1984, when Dyslexia was still relatively unheard of, I was lucky to have an Israeli
teacher at King David who looked at the ugly scrawl on my notebook and recognised
that it was not the result of a lazy 13-year-old but rather one of the more common
features of Dyslexia. The Dyslexic brain often has co-dominant hemispheres which can
sometimes fire signals so fast between them that a hand holding a pen, or an eye
trying to read text simply can’t keep up. I was diagnosed with ADD much later when I
scored 23 out of a maximum possible 20 on an ADD diagnosis test.
This edition of our magazine is about the power of diversity. One category of diversity
is Neurodiversity - variations in the way some people’s brains (like mine) are wired and
function.
Enhancing the power of diversity is important in many ways.
In an organisation it provides a more complete tapestry of talent and abilities and avoids staleness and group think.
At our AGM at the end of June we elected the most diverse (and youngest) directorate Telfed has ever had. Nearly half
the members are women and a similar number are from outside of Raanana.
We welcome four new members to the directorate: Clinton Ephron, Debbie Dash, Gabey Gordon and Shiri Berzack.
They join existing board members, Allan Feinblum, Batya Shmukler, Dave Bloom, Jonathan Adler, Paul Weinberg, Shely
Cohen, Steve Flax and me.
We are immensely grateful for the many years of dedicated service of previous generations of leadership and the
tremendous organisation they have built. It is a privilege to take the reins and we hope to be worthy stewards. We
extend our thanks to Maish Isaacson, Harris Green, Mel Cohen, Ilan Sobel, Steve Handler, Peter Bailey and Sid Shapiro
who have stepped down from the directorate.
We are proud to build on the outstanding work Batya has done in breaking the mould of traditional chairmen of years
gone by. We all owe her a tremendous debt of gratitude for steering Telfed through difficult times with efficiency, grace,
aplomb and love. She is not going anywhere and her presence and passion with continue to fill Telfed as Immediate
Past Chairman.
Each of us has been enriched (and sometimes challenged) by the colourful, multicultural mosaic of personalities that
exists in Israeli society. We experience diversity on a daily basis – in the workplace, the army, the classroom, in the
streets and in prayer. Despite our differences we are united by a shared identity. We are Zionists. We are Olim. We are
proud of our heritage and we are invested in our country and our people. This may be best encapsulated by a sign I
saw on a bus: ““ ואהבת לרעך כמוך – גם אם הוא לא כמוך. “Love your neighbor like yourself – even if he is not like you!”
I wish you and your loved ones a happy, healthy, peaceful and successful 5782.

Shana tova

Robby Hilkowitz
Telfed Chairman

Subscribe today!
As a community organisation, our magazine is an important channel for community engagement. If you are
in a position to pay for your subscription, we appreciate your support in making this project happen. Scan
the QR code or visit www.telfed.org.il/magazine/ . Simply select your subscription, if you do not have a PayPal
account, select the 2nd box (to pay with a debit or credit card), fill in your details and you’re done!
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Maximising Diversity at Max Stock By Richard Shavei Tzion
Remember the days before “Max Stock”?
If you wanted a fun, cheap shopping experience, you had
to wait for those rare trips to North America, where you
would load trolleys of funky and functional goods at the
discount stores. But then again, you had to stuff all that
stuff into your bulging suitcases.
That all changed when Haifa born Ori Max opened up his
first branches in the north of the country, providing that
service to Israelis without the ad-on expense of a plane
ticket.
Unbeknownst to Ori, as he was developing his business
a commercial venture of a similar kind was growing
14,000km away.
Twins Evan and Ricky Neumann were born in South
Africa, and at the age of six they emigrated to Australia.
There the brothers developed a successful retail discount
chain. This line of business runs in the family with
their parents Harold and Hillary operating a similar
enterprise. Another common denominator amongst the
members of the family is their fervent Zionism. Evan and
his family made Aliyah in 2013, and over the years, his
siblings and parents have settled in Israel.
Homogeneous they may be but diversity is a central
component of their life experience. Growing up and
working in Australia they mixed with a diverse crowd from
Jewish South Africans to Lebanese Christians and Greeks.
This exposure to the Mediterranean mindset stood Evan
in good stead for entering the world of business in Israel.
He recalls, “We were used to the Middle Eastern culture. It
was like second nature.”
Evan came on Aliyah with his Israeli born wife, Iris, their
three kids and a vision of creating the same type of
countrywide discount store chain that exists in many
places around the world.  He recognised Ori Max as a
potential partner, they joined forces and the business

Photo courtesy of Max Stock
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really blossomed, with the opening of multiple branches
from Kiryat Shmoneh to Eilat.
His previous multicultural interactions mitigated against
challenges that many Olim face and prepared him well
to interact with his Israeli partner. What Evan brought to
the table was a Western vision to the business and the
integrated whole formed the base for the Max Stock
success story.
Today, the company is listed on the Tel Aviv Stock
Exchange. At the opening bell ceremony at the TASE
in September 2020, Evan noted, “In 2013 I made Aliyah,
hoping to start the best discount chain in Israel. I met Ori
Max, the founder of this wonderful chain, and today’s
opening bell ceremony is an amazing milestone in our
journey. No introductions are necessary - everyone
knows Max Stock, and we are proud to be taking the
chain to the next level.”
When you think of Max
Stock and diversity,
"I think diversity
what immediately
comes to mind is
helps, it creates
the wide range
a culture. Everyone
of
products
they sell, from
loves the company, they
pliers to paper
love their jobs, they love their
goods, from
arts and crafts
peers. This helps us realise
to furniture and
our vision of a familyfittings. What is
perhaps not that
oriented business"
well known is their
Evan Neumann
policy towards their
employees.
Diversity in the workforce comes naturally to Evan with
1,800 currently employed in the operation. “We have
Arabs, Eritreans, Russians, Charedim. We have a team, and
everyone is treated equally. We don’t show preference
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to a particular religion or background. On the contrary,
equality is important to us.”

Olim & Veterans
Concierge
Services
Need assistance navigating through
the Israeli bureaucracy and paperwork ?
Organizing your affairs in Hebrew / English ?

Assistance with attention to detail @ affordable prices
Anyone seeking help to navigate & manage Israeli dayto-day life – Banks, Municipal services, Governmental
offices, Insurance, Internet services, TV, Cellular, Health
Care, Bills, Mobile Apps, Driving License,
General advisory Services etc.

You are welcome to Call or Whatsapp

Talia Pola (MBA)

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

054-661.0919 talpola@gmail.com

But Max Stock takes this commitment to a different
level. Their vision includes taking responsibility for
more than just the bottom financial line, understanding
the importance of advancing the lives of people with
disabilities. The organisation works to integrate these
people, based on the belief that everyone should have
the opportunity of finding their place in society.
The company provides job opportunities in retail and
customer service to Israelis with disabilities, thus enabling
employees to acquire experience in a field where workers
are in constant demand. Amongst others, they work
together with the Israel Elwyn Foundation to achieve
these goals. The mission statement of Israel Elwyn is not
just serving the community of people with special needs,
rather “Celebrating our Diversity,” and it is this mindset
that makes the interface between the two organisations
so meaningful.
Employees with various difficulties can be found in almost
every one of the stores and have become an integral part
of the Max family. They are seen by Max as partners in the
success story. Says Evan, “I think diversity helps, it creates
a culture. Everyone loves the company, they love their
jobs, they love their peers. This helps us realise our vision
of a family-oriented business.”
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Breaking the Boys' Club Mentality of VC By Yaffa Abadi
It is time for Venture Capitals to break out from bro-culture
and encourage diversity beyond mere lip-service.
We are privileged to live at a time when diversity is
not only appreciated but encouraged. Yet despite the
national conversations surrounding gender diversity in
the workplace, the world of Venture Capital has remained
almost exclusively a boys’ club.
Sure, every VC these
days loves to attach the
words “diversity” and
“inclusiveness” to their
LP presentations
but look behind
the perfectly
designed
memos and
the reality
is stark. A
comprehensive
data set of every VC
in the U.S. since 1990
shows that, while the
lingo may have changed,
the diversity stats have
remained pretty stable with
women comprising only 13% of decision-makers at U.S.
firms.
And while in Israel we love to pride ourselves on being
lightyears ahead of the rest of the world when it comes
to inclusivity (egalitarian in our ethos since the days of
our turbulent inception) we are just as bad in terms of
VC diversity, with a mere 8% of female partners in Israel.
This kind of gender disparity would be disturbing in any
business, but it holds hefty weight when it exists in the
VC industry, one with such an enormous impact on the
economy and society as a whole.
Investors tend to support founders that mirror themselves,
be it in gender or race. Betting on a company takes trust,
the kind of “trust” that is gained far more easily when
the founder looks like you do. Following this logic, it is
no surprise that funding for female-led startups in 2020
declined to an embarrassing 2.3 percent.
An increase in gender diversity in the VC ecosystem would
naturally translate to an increase in female founders gaining
access to capital. It is simple math: diverse investors result
in diverse portfolios, and diverse portfolios support diverse
communities. As Barak Rabinowitz from F2 Venture
Capital comments that “A team of investors that reflects
the population will have much greater chances of finding
that elusive team market fit,” and isn’t that the goal of
every VC firm?
In fact, it has been proven that diverse teams of investors not
only make better decisions but make far better investments.
A research report published in Harvard Business Review

concluded that the more similar the investment partners
of a VC are, the lower their investments performance. One
example is the success rates of acquisition and IPOs which
were 11.5% lower on average for investments by partners
with shared school backgrounds than those from different
schools. The same trend was shown with shared ethnicity,
which reduced investments’ comparative success rate
by 26.4%. It is undeniable that this trend applies when it
comes to gender diversity too.
The lack of female representation in VCs automatically
trickles down into the startups in which they invest, making
the ‘all-boys’ mentality, not an isolated problem, but one
with reverberating effects. Francesca Warner, co-founder
of Diversity VC, states that “without a VC industry that is
truly diverse and reflective of the society it is investing in,
the startups they’re funding can’t really be expected to
promote and deliver best practice around diversity.”
Gender diversity is not only better for the global community
and tech innovation, but also produces financial gains for
the VCs themselves. It is time for VCs to break out from broculture and encourage diversity beyond mere lip-service.
There are many ways for VCs to do this: By providing female
executives with opportunities to develop the skills and
knowledge needed to assess startups, firms can open doors
for more women to pursue senior roles in their firms. By
retaining and nurturing talent, and creating meaningful
opportunities for career growth, firms can encourage their
junior female executives who may be hesitant (after all,
they only see white men at the helm).
The notion that women do not desire senior roles in a VC
is preposterous. When you let the daughters of tomorrow
know that this route is open for them, you will find more
banging on the door than you can imagine.
SA Olah Yaffa Abadi is a Content Manager of F2 Venture
Capital, a blogger, and a former business intelligence
writer and researcher. This article originally appeared on
CTECH by Calcalist - https://www.calcalistech.com/ctech/
articles/0,7340,L-3894292,00.html
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Adv. & Notary
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ADV Boaz Rabin
054 481 9624

Office +972 3 624 1718 Fax +972 3 624 1798
Migdal Hachsharat Hayishuv
Jabotinsky 9, Bnei Brak

7

8

A Chairman’s Challenge
Meet Clinton Ephron. He came to Israel from Jo’burg four years ago and quickly got involved
in community affairs. The former CEO of Glencore South Africa currently resides in Tel Aviv
with his family and is actively involved in philanthropic endeavours. Voted in this summer to
join the Telfed Directorate, amongst other responsibilities, Clinton assumed Chairmanship of
the Fundraising portfolio.
“I am fortunate to work with a productive and diverse team of Olim. Our challenge is to ensure
that we have the necessary resources to underwrite Telfed’s vital activities assisting the SA and
Aussie communities in Israel. This has become one of the central focuses of the organisation,
to ensure that we are meeting the needs of our Olim. With a 300% increase this year in the
number of people wanting to make Aliyah in 2021 from South Africa, this is no easy feat”.
For the first time in its 73-year history, Telfed will be running a 36-hour online Rosh Hashanah community campaign,
launching on the 1st of September. “We’ve managed to secure sponsors who are willing to match all donations
received on the site in this time, and DOUBLE the value and impact of each contribution. We’re hoping that our Olim
will join together during the high holidays, to help us reach our goal and meet the increased needs, which have put
an intense strain on our resources”.
This July, Telfed absorbed the highest number of SA Olim to land in Israel in one month in 44 years (since 1977!)
The over-riding goal is to ensure that Olim are able to settle in successfully and become proudly self-sufficient.
Thanks to the absorption, employment, housing and scholarship initiatives, this is largely realised. However, there
are individuals who face (terminal) illnesses, unemployment, bereavement and/or diminished pensions, inter alia,
who really struggle to get by and depend on Telfed food cards each month.
“We are privileged, as ex-South Africans, to be able to build a stable and secure future for our children in Israel. I
can’t bear the thought that there are elderly Olim who go to bed hungry, or can’t afford to put on the air-conditioning.
I am a firm believer that charity begins at home and that we must help out those who are less fortunate”.
Those who wish to donate to our Oleh self-help fund are invited to visit our campaign page (with international
tax deductibility) www.charityextra.com/telfed2021 on Sept 1st and 2nd 2021 and see their donations
doubled by matching funders. If you need assistance submitting the donation prior to or following the launch,
please contact Steph by email (donations@telfed.org.il) or call 09 7907819

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

We wish Clinton and the team good luck and thank all of our community members for joining together in a force of
goodness, at this poignant time of year. Shana Tova and Chatima Tova!

Holiday Greetings

Remembering Loved Ones

Visit www.telfed.org.il/ecards/ to select,
personalize and send holiday gift cards
& greetings to loved ones around the world.

Visit www.telfed.org.il/donor to make a holiday
contribution in memory of a loved one in three
easy steps.

9

Proudly Southern African, living in Israel
For 73 years, Telfed has been assisting Southern African olim in Israel. The
last few months have brought a huge surge in the need for our services,
intensely stretching our resources.

300% increase in the # of South
Africans wanting to make Aliyah
in addition to
our regular services

assisting 197 lone soldiers
distributing 450 food cards each month to those in need
fielding a 49% increase in the need for employment advice ... and
many more activities assisting
26,000 South Africans in Israel

All Rosh Hashanah donations made to
our URGENT 36 HOUR CAMPAIGN

SEPT

1st & 2 nd
2021

will be MATCHED

and DOUBLED

by our sponsors

Please donate:
www.charityextra.com/telfed2021
Enquiries: donations@telfed.org.il / 09 7907819
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Inclusion and mutual respect:

SA Olah shares her experiences in elite IDF unit By Rivkah Naomi Green
Navigating the minefield that is high school in an
unfamiliar culture and language can be a challenge for
new Olim teenagers. For South African Olah, Rachel*, the
Aliyah journey presented unforeseen opportunities. Her
determination paved the path to an elite IDF unit where
she experienced the beauty of the diversity that is Israel.
As a religious South African immigrant, she brought her
own flavours to the melting pot of Unit 9900.
While many families often choose to delay
Aliyah to accommodate teens, Rachel’s
family opted to pack up and resettle in
Israel while she was in high school. This
is not a simple decision with a new
language, a new education system
and beginning bagrut exams.

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

Rachel’s ability to deal with this
difficult transition provides a glimpse
of who she is. Every day after school,
she would spend over an hour reviewing
each lesson, word by word, stopping to
look up all the words she didn’t know and committing
them to memory… all prior to completing her required
homework. She is not one to shy away from a challenge
and she was determined to achieve the best results that
she could, and she did, receiving perfect scores for both
math and physics!
As a religious young woman who had little exposure to
army culture, she decided to enter mechina at Kibbutz
Alumim near the Gaza border. It is a one-year programme
that prepares young people for their army service. It was
here that Rachel learned a lesson she credits for helping
her through all of the obstacles and difficult days of basic
training and army life: “if you don’t love it, deal with it.”
As she noted wryly, “what the army decides, the army
decides.”
Following her disappointment at not being accepted
into an intelligence unit after first-round interviews,
she instead began an interview process with the Airforce
where she was offered a sought-after job as an air traffic
controller. However, in Israel, ‘no’ doesn’t always mean
‘no’. She discovered that she had not been declined to
serve in an intelligence unit, rather postponed for the
year of her mechina programme and the army reached
out and invited her to continue the interview process a
few months later.
The vetting was grueling. Rachel found herself in
interviews in nondescript buildings tucked inside
unexpected neighborhoods. She was interviewed
repeatedly, while her friends and her family were also

under scrutiny.
When she and the small group of successful recruits
were finally being briefed after the vetting, they were
told that their assignment could not be disclosed and
that they would have to sign on for an additional year
of service. She was being offered a super-secret post
but had no details to help make her decision. Given the
intense interview process, she drew the conclusion that
the posting would most likely be an interesting one, and
serving an extra year doing something challenging was
better than shorter service that was less challenging!
(Rachel ultimately signed on for 3.8 years of service - 18
months more than normally required.)
Rachel soon discovered that she would be joining the
IDF Satellite Intelligence Unit, 9920. This unit falls under
the umbrella of one of the most interesting intelligence
units in the world. Unit 9900 is divided into various highly
specialised sub-units each of which has a specific mission
and operating protocols; a mosaic of intelligence that is
vital to Israel’s safety and sovereignty.  
She and her family were concerned that as she may
be ostracised because she is a religiously observant
soldier but Rachel’s authenticity and warmth actually
encouraged her fellow soldiers to join her when she
made kiddush, with one sharing with her that it was the
first time that he had heard kiddush. She found that the
soldiers in her unit respected her and appreciated her
commitment to her Judaism.
Israel is facing vigorous
debate about including
“I’ve gained
religiously observant
amazing experience
soldiers in the
for the future, I’ve
IDF. Rachel is
made the best friends, I’ve
a passionate
voice
for
been exposed to different
sects of Judaism that I otherwise inclusion. As
she told me,
wouldn’t have and I’ve learned “The army is an
I’m good at things I didn’t
amazing
place
know I was good at.”
for religious girls.
If you’re concerned
Rachel, SA Olah.
about
not
being
respected as a woman or
as a religious person, there are thousands of jobs in the
army with many amazing opportunities where you will
be recognised and valued for who you are and what you
can contribute.”
She found that her soldiers turned to her to learn about
Judaism and the process of teaching and sharing the
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Did you know?
IDF Unit 9900 includes a
depth and beauty of our shared religion, strengthened
her own commitment. When she received questions
groundbreaking, inclusive and forwardto which she didn’t know the answers, she, in turn,
looking unit, Roim Rachok (‘seeing into the
sought counsel, in the process deepening her
distance’). The unit has garnered international
learning.
attention and interest from the high-tech industry
after identifying “superpowers” unique to highRachel went on to become a commander
functioning young adults on the autism spectrum. Within
within her unit for the final year and half
this unit, soldiers receive satellite and topographical map
of her service. She had dreamed of being
images which they then analyse (also referred to as ‘visual
a commander because of the “impact that
intelligence’). These soldiers on the spectrum have an
you
can have on soldiers joining the army.”
unparalleled capacity for maintaining peak concentration
Rachel
reflects on her experience: “The feeling
for long periods of time and extraordinary visual
of serving your country is amplified once
acuity. The brainchild of former intelligence officials,
you put on your uniform. Adding the tangible
Roim Rachok’s pilot programme began in 2012.
element of a uniform heightens your awareness
This ‘disability’ has been reframed and
and commitment.”
‘neurodiverse’ young adults are finding a
niche in the high-tech industry after
She is now studying electrical engineering at Ben
their discharge from the IDF.
Gurion University and is an advocate for serving in the
IDF. “It is a tremendous way to integrate fully into Israeli
society, exposing you to Israelis from all walks of life and
equipping you with skills that will make the next chapter
easier to navigate.”
*Name changed at family’s request
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Serving Your Country as A Transgender Soldier By Eloise Hummel
This is the story of David*, a 2nd generation Oleh, born a
girl, who transitioned to male. But David’s story isn’t just
about transition, it’s also about his sincere desire to serve
in the IDF, and how his gender transformation affected
this. I spoke to Denise*, David’s mother, about his inspiring
journey.
“David first came out when he was 15 years old,” Denise
begins, “declaring that she was lesbian. Around 6 months
later, David began actively identifying himself as male,
cutting his hair and wearing masculine clothing. By the
time David turned 16, he told us he needed to be a man,
and that he had felt this way all his life.” Denise says this
revelation was a shock and David’s family struggled to
understand and accept it for some time.
Under Israeli law, any person considering transgender
surgery funded by the Ministry of Health must be over 18,
and is required to undergo lengthy psychological evaluation
and medical follow ups to ensure they fully understand
their decision. Minors under the age of 18 cannot apply for
state funding but can do so privately. David’s family secured
the representation of a lawyer specialising in Transgender
Rights in Israel to advocate David’s decision to undergo
gender transition as a matter of identity, mental health
and his character as their private medical insurance initially
refused to fund his surgery. David and his family underwent
therapy for over two years, a period “that was fraught with
emotion,” Denise says. Finally, when he was just 17 years
old, David underwent a double mastectomy in a private
facility for which his private health insurance eventually
refunded the costs.
At the end of David’s Grade 11 year, he received his initial
summons to mandatory IDF service, tzav rishon, but there
was a problem: It was addressed to his former self as a
female. Requesting the IDF update David’s details and
identity led to the army calling him to a meeting with an
IDF Kaban (mental health officer), something that is only
required when concerns arise around a new enlistee’s
mental health. David, however, was eager to meet with the
Kaban to personally explain his decision and process. As
Denise explains, “it was so important to David that the IDF
understood him and his transformation.” Not surprisingly,
David impressed with his determination to serve and the
courage of his convictions. David underwent all the regular
assessments required by the IDF for all new recruits which
determine which units they might be best suited to. To the
IDF’s credit, David was regarded and treated as a man from
the moment the IDF knew of his transition.
David aspired to serve in Kravi, in one of the combat units
of the IDF. Any Israeli wanting to enlist in an IDF combat
unit must pass a series of rigorous assessments for permits
to carry armed weapons, which David passed with flying

colours.During his physical and medical checks, David
had a military doctor who was endearingly oblivious that
transgenders took hormones as part of their process, and
who was about to flag David has having a medical condition.
“After providing all his medical records with his usual charm,”
Denise says, “the doctors understood David’s situation and
he received a clean bill of health, and the required medical
profile for combat.”
Denise believes what attributed to David’s success, in part,
was his full conviction in what he was doing for himself by
transitioning. Unlike many other transgender teenagers,
David never suffered from depression, he was never treated
for any mental health concerns, and, of course, the IDF
cannot, in good conscience, arm any soldier who has had
psychiatric issues.
The next battle David faced was how he would place within
a combat unit. Currently, the IDF cannot assign transgenders
to male or female-only units, nor can transgender soldiers
room with soldiers of the opposite sex. It’s a grey area that
the IDF has been struggling to address while upholding
the many rights of all concerned. After many challenges,
and the realisation that he could not be fully included in his
combat unit, David wanted to give up entirely. “The IDF could
have easily discharged him but they insisted he meet with
the Head of the Kaban. During this meeting, he reminded
David that the army is not easy for everyone, but that he is a
fighter and has so much to offer the army. It’s thanks to him
that David didn’t quit.” David joined the human resource
corps and now works with niche placements. And there’s
more good news: It’s here that David met his girlfriend.
“In a country with such a diverse population, of course
there are people who are less accepting of Transgenderism,”
Denise says. “We may have just had good luck but we have
to give credit to the IDF and all the senior staff involved
in David’s case for the compassion, candor, and fairness
they showed him. They gave him every opportunity they
could under trying circumstances, and all the support he
needed. It wasn’t the ‘macho’ stereotype one expects.” In
the end, David’s experience in the IDF has been positive
and empowering, and now he is doing his service helping
other young Israelis.
“It has all been somewhat surreal,” Denise says. “At first, we
felt like we were losing a daughter. It was a huge adjustment
for all of us but it wasn’t long before we realised that we
had, in fact, got our child back and he was given a chance
to live his life. From the moment David began his transition,
he was happy, he was whole. We are so proud of the man
he’s matured into.”
* Names have been changed at the family’s request to
protect their privacy.

Machal: The Next Generation By Dave Bloom
The inspirational guidance of Smoky Simon has
continued for many years and at the amazing age of
101 he is still the guiding light for World Machal. Smoky,
accompanied by his wife (and former Machalnik) Myra,
attended the annual Machal Memorial Service at Latrun
in May 2021. He spoke to the astonished young soldiers in
attendance in great detail about the achievements of his
generation in helping to create and protect the State of
Israel in its infancy.
The baton has been passed to the next generation.
The Simons' children, Aliza and Saul, together with
Elana Overs (daughter of Stanley Medicks z"l), Mark
Goldblatt (son of Hymie and Mickey Goldblatt)
and Tzemach Blumberg, are giving World Machal an
injection of new energy, ensuring that the important
work of remembering the role of overseas volunteers
(Machalnikim) continues.
With the support of Smoky and the new committee, a
revamped website has been launched (www.machal.
org.il). It has been a privilege to be involved in creating
this website, with material collected by the late Maurice
Ostroff z”l and Migdal Teperson, as well as Smoky
Simon, Doddie Gordon, Tzemach Blumberg, Doreen

Standing: Left to Right – Luther Brand (South Africa), Unidentified (UK), Joe
Woolf (South Africa), Sam Fagen (Canada), Far Right – Jack Franses (UK)
Small fellow in the middle – unidentified UK. Kneeling: far left – Romanian
Gachal Platoon Cook.Left to right: Harry Frankel (UK), Ruben Saul (India),
Half face – Sollo-de-Haas (Holland) Four sitting and kneeling on ground
– Left to Right:“Ziggy” Stein (South Africa), Stanley Medicks (Kenya), ,
Aharoni Landman(Sabra Platoon Officer), Fritz Bornstein (UK)
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Excerpts from machal.org.il
By the late Abe Goldes z”l
“Our role in the [Electrical and
Mechanical Department] was
in conjunction with the Radar Dept
Bliss, Tziporah
(commanded mainly by Reuben Joffe, also
Porat and Joe
a
civil
engineer from South Africa) to build up
Woolf. There
transportable radar stations for deployment along the
are over 400 coast, mainly to protect Tel Aviv and Haifa. These were
p e r s o n a l manned and womanned by wartime radar operators[…]
diverse people from many lands, Jewish and nonstories,
a
Jewish, who combined to establish, operate,
database of
develop
and expand the very first early-warning
4,000 names,
entity in the Holy Land since Caleb? With
hundreds
of
the aid of these and many other talents
photographs and
both Israeli and from abroad, the foe
was thrust back and the Squadron
many film clips.
firmly established.”
We are constantly

looking for new stories
and material to continue
telling the Machal
story.

Audrey Benedict
By Gita Freedman
I had met volunteers from all over
the world in Israel during the War of
Among
the
Independence, but when I met Audrey
stories,
you
Benedict from South Africa, I wondered why
can read the
a gentile should volunteer to serve in the Israel
a c c o u n t s Army. What prompted a matron from a well-known
( m a n y nursing home to give up the ease and luxury of life in
South Africa, and choose instead war-torn Israel, which
unknown) of
was fighting for its very existence.
non-Jewish
Why Israel? […] During her nursing career while in
men
and
Britain, she became aware of a mood of antiSemitism following the unfortunate incidences
women who,
between the occupation forces of British
for a range of
troops and the Irgun in Israel. She began
reasons, decided
to visualize Palestine as a Jewish
to join the ranks
Homeland. She sympathized with
of Machal and fight
the Zionist cause.
She was a Zionist.
alongside their Jewish

servicemen and women.
The website features Henry Katzew’s book ‘SOUTH
AFRICA’S 800: The Story of South African Volunteers in
Israel’s War of Birth’. In one excerpt, Katzew relates to
Boris Senior’s success in purchasing several planes in
South Africa and flying them to Palestine in early 1948.
Together with several other ex-World War II pilots,
including non-Jew Alf Lindsay, they were able to sneak
the planes into the country for the fledgling Israel Airforce
of the day.
The chief spokesman of the Haganah at the time was
quoted as saying, “A great number of non-Jews have
volunteered to fight in our ranks. We are deeply touched
by this noble spirit and their willingness to sacrifice, if
necessary, their lives, in order to help repair injustices
done for so long to the Jewish people.”
The richness and significance of the Machal volunteers,
a simultaneously divergent and united group of young
men and women with a shared Zionist ideology, is easily
accessible for future generations. We have a shared
responsibility to ensure that the contribution of overseas
volunteers is perpetuated.
World Machal Website: www.machal.org.il
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Rosh Hashanah Greeting: Finding meaning in Diversity

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

By Rabbi Dr. Benji Levy

If you were to stand at the base of a
mighty mountain, at the front door of
an extravagant palace, or an inch away
from a sweeping tapestry, you might
know that you were standing in the
presence of something special,
but you would fail to grasp its
greatness.
A single stone of the Kotel or
a solitary chunk of rock at the
base of Mount Everest can fail
to impress. Retreat to a point
at which you can take in the
magnificence of its entirety and
only then will you be able to truly
appreciate what your eyes behold.
On Rosh Hashanah, we spend a great
deal of time mentioning remembrance.
Indeed, a centerpiece of the main prayer
service is called zichronot, remembrances,
during which we invoke many heroic deeds of our
ancestors in the Bible (such as the righteousness of
Noach, the self-sacrifice of Yitzchak and the ironclad faith
of the Jews in the desert). We beseech God to remember
these great individuals, and in their merit, to remember
us too.
Like all compositions of prayer, these paragraphs are not
addressed solely to God. They are equally written with
the intention of impacting each of us.
While we will never be able to fully comprehend the
notion of God ‘remembering,’ this focus on memory
and on memories teaches us a crucial lesson about the
underlying meaning of Jewish living. To be a Jew is to
remember. To actively remember. Zachor.
This principle constitutes the essence of our existence
and permeates throughout the contours of our calendar.
Every Friday night we lift a glass of wine to remember
that there is a Creator behind Creation; every Seder
Night we engage our senses to relive and remember the
salvation from Egyptian oppression; every Tisha B’Av we
remember and commemorate the tragedies of a long,
painful history, and every Yom HaAtzmaut we remember
and celebrate our miraculous national resurrection.
To be a Jew is to set aside time for intense and active
remembrance, affording us an opportunity to reflect
upon our history, our mission, and our lofty purpose in
this world.
As Jews, we must learn the art of contextualization – to
orient our internal paradigms until we perceive ourselves
not only as individuals (which is important in and of itself),
but as an essential element of an enormous tapestry of
breathtaking beauty and irreducible meaning.
Rosh Hashanah, as the first moment of the Jewish year,
represents the opportunity to put this into action.

This is the time to step back and
contextualize.
The memories we invoke in our prayers
compel us to recalibrate, to take the
time to remind ourselves to see
beyond our own interests and
understand our larger contexts
as we create new memories.
This process reminds us that
we do not stand alone before
God. Rather, we are linked to
vast networks that imbue our
lives with purpose, significance
and commitment. We remind
ourselves that we are part of a global
Jewish community that lives in a time
of both obstacles and opportunity, and
therefore we pray for the strength to
overcome the challenges.
We remind ourselves that we are part of the magnificent
Jewish story, a narrative replete with heroines and heroes,
whose faith and righteousness serve to guide our own
decisions in the service of God and our people.
And we remind ourselves that we are part of humankind
as a whole, whose peace and prosperity we yearn and
pray for every day.
Through engaging with the depth and diversity of the
world around us, we give meaning to our existence over
and above the fleeting pursuit of our own individual
ends.
This expanded consciousness and broadened perspective
enables us to unify the seemingly disparate elements
of our identity into a meaningful fusion and connect to
something infinitely greater than ourselves.
So this Rosh Hashanah, may we merit to truly grasp the
greatness of our existence, to experience this deeper
level of unity throughout the upcoming year, and to
spread our light across all those we encounter across the
entire world.

Rabbi Dr. Benji Levy is the Co-Founder of Israel
Impact Partners, optimizing non-profits on behalf
of leading philanthropists. He was previously
the CEO of Mosaic United, a large joint-venture
partnership between the Government of Israel and
philanthropists to improve Jewish identity globally,
and was the Dean of Moriah College of Sydney,
Australia, one of the largest Jewish schools in the
world. For more, see www.RabbiBenji.com and
follow @RabbiBenji on Facebook and Instagram.

Rosh Hashanah Greeting: Reconnecting to your Judaism
By Rabbi David Benjamin, Brit Olam Reform Congregation , Kiryat Ono

Growing up as a Rabbi’s child in a large
Progressive congregation in South
Africa, I have vivid and moving
memories of the High Holy Day
period. First, there was the buildup. I sang in the shul choir, so
we would begin rehearsing
months in advance. The
shul would sell tickets for
High Holy Day services well
beforehand.
At the beginning of Rosh
Hashanah, the partitions would
be opened and the sanctuary,
which was quite large to begin with,
would become about three times
bigger with over a thousand people
attending services.
As a child I enjoyed going to the back row and watching my
Dad on the distant bimah in his
white gown and white Rabbi’s
hat (to this day I don’t know
what those hats are called). As
a young adult, singing in the
choir, I would peer down from
the choir loft trying to identify
who had shown up for their
annual shul visit.
Of course, we would drive
to shul. We were Reform and
we lived several miles away.
I remember the challenge of
fasting on Yom Kippur. Every
year, there would be an elderly
member who had to be revived
with smelling salts. My Dad, the
Rabbi, who had a hard time
going without his smokes, had
a snuff box in his study.
The Ne’ilah service at the close of Yom Kippur was always
especially moving. Dad, who had a fine singing voice, but
used it sparingly, would sing the Chatzi Kaddish. This was
his annual solo and a mini-highlight for our family. But the
real highlight was always the Tekiyah Gdolah, the final
long blast of the shofar signifying the end of the fast. Just
the thought of that and I tear up to this day. We’d always
break the fast in the same way: Five Roses tea and Sylvia
Schrire’s “babka”.
Fast forward 35 years. I eventually became a Rabbi myself,
after an interesting journey which included making Aliyah
to Israel and a long stint in the IDF legal corps. I serve a

Reform congregation in Kiryat Ono
(greater Tel Aviv area).
So many secular Israelis feel
alienated from Judaism. My
mission is to change that.
There are some stark
differences between the
shul of my youth and
my Israeli congregation.
Firstly, our shul doesn’t
have… a shul. During the
year, we use a classroom on
the local college campus. On
High Holy Days, they let us use a
large auditorium. On Yom Kippur,
everyone walks to shul. We don’t
have a choice. On this day in Israel,
there are no vehicles in the streets. They
are replaced by hordes of kids on a variety of wheeled
devices.
There are no choir rehearsals
since we don’t have a choir.
A local computer engineercum-part-time rock-singer
doubles as a Chazan and we
lead the services together.
No gowns, no grand hats.
We don’t sell tickets. Shul is
free. We get a large crowd
on Yom Kippur. Less on Rosh
Hashanah. They emerge
from the surrounding
neighbourhoods.
Of the members, only
those who live nearby
attend. Most of the faces I
don’t recognize. They pack
the auditorium, but most
are outside the building,
especially for Ne’ilah. Lots of kids. The atmosphere is electric.
Secular Israelis connecting with Judaism – waiting for the
shofar blast just like their Reform, Conservative, Orthodox
and Ultra-Orthodox counterparts in Israel and around the
world.
I do the Ne’ila Kaddish with a lump in my throat. The rocksinger blows the Tekiya Gdolah. Then the whole gathering
sings Hatikvah – one of those moments that reminds you
why you came to Israel in the first place. Fortunately, thanks
to visitors from South Africa, I can still break the fast on Five
Roses tea. As for the babka, I still haven’t found anything
that comes close.
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New Olim were invited to join in a virtual shiur on ‘Lessons
from the Haggadah’ with Rabbi Dorron Kline
The community was invited to join in an important virtual
event on Cyber Security, with May Brooks-Kempler.

What have we been up to?
March 2021 - July 2021

International tour guide, Cindy Kline, led a virtual tour
of the UAE.
Telfed's Beit Shemesh Regional Committee hosted a
virtual Yom Yerushalayim Event about the Six Day War.

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

Following 12 days of
incessant rocket attacks,
clinical psychologist Dr
Tracey Farber and trauma
debriefer Illan Dubb were
guest lecturers in a virtual
event on ‘Processing Trauma - Creating a Way Forward’.
In par tnership with
WWCA, Telfed hosted a
virtual event for women:
‘Keeping it Real when
Making Aliyah’. Guest
speakers included SA Olot
Sheyl Puterman and Justine Friedman, together with
former MK Michal Cotler-Wunsch, Dr Lilach Saperstein,
Nicole Oren and Rebbetzin Bat-Chen Grossman.

In celebration of Yom Haatzmaut,
Telfed hosted a virtual family quiz. This
entertaining and informative event
allowed Olim across Israel to celebrate
our remarkable country’s 73rd birthday.

Following the success of the virtual Yom Haatzmaut
quiz, Telfed’s Youth Committee raised the bar with
their in person Pub Quiz for young South African
and Australian Olim at Mike’s Place in Tel Aviv.
Telfed staff participated in the first Virtual
Aliyah Expo for South Africa, Australia and
the UK. Hosted by Ofek Israeli and the
Jewish Agency for Israel, Telfed staff met
with future Olim to assist with preparations
for their integration into Israeli society.
Telfed staff met with Moriah Ben-David,
(pictured, left, together with Telfed staff )
Israel Office Director of the Zionist
Federation of Australia.
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Ahead of the Elections, former MK Dov Lipman moderated a pre-Election
Panel Event with representatives of 9 major political parties. Thanks to
MK Ruth Wasserman Lande (Blue & White), Yehuda Glick (Likud), MK
Moshe Tur-Paz (Yesh Atid), MK Simcha Rothman (Religious Zionist Party),
Laura Wharton (Meretz), Minister of Diaspora Affairs Nachman Shai
(Labor), MK Sharren Haskel (New Hope) and Jeremy Saltan (Yamina) for
participating in this informative panel discussion.
Telfed hosted an informative virtual insurance panel discussion, ‘Insurance 101: Everything you need to know about
Insurance in Israel’. Covering a range of topics from household insurance to health insurance, industry experts offered
helpful advice and information for new and veteran Olim. Thanks to our panellists, Danny Newman (Goldfus Insurance),
Mark Joffe (Joffe Jankelowitz Insurance), Adam Maimon (Lamda Risk & Capital Management), David Pinkas (PopeGeri Insurance) and to our moderator, Norman Geri. A recording of this (and other virtual events) is available on the
Telfed Israel YouTube Channel.
In partnership with Magen David
Former Telfed Chairman, Dave
Adom, Telfed hosted two Blood
Bloom, represented Telfed
Drives in our Raanana Moadon
at Machal’s Yom Hazicharon
in the first half of 2021. A total of
Memorial Service.
83 units of blood were donated.
(Photo credit: Dave Bloom)
Thanks to Laurence Seeff and
the MDA Blood Services team.
R e g i o n a l
Committees have
been very busy
welcoming new
Olim to their
communities
Telfed’s Raanana
R e g i o n a l
Committee
welcomed new
Olim to their city,
while the Haifa
and Rishon
LeZion Regional
Committees
invited new and
veteran Olim to
community picnics.

Telfed’s Tiyul Committee
is back after a year-long
break. Tiyul participants
enjoyed two trips up north.
The first, to Megiddo and
the second to the Galilee.

Tiyulim

Telfed’s Youth Committee hosted a Lag Ba’Omer Braai in
the Amishav street gardens for young South African and
Australian Olim.
Tenants in Telfed’s
Amishav Street
buildings were
invited to Telfed’s
Annual Amishav
Summer Picnic in
July.

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il
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Diversity on Campus
Coming to Israel as a
student has offered
me
a
profound
experience. I’ve most
enjoyed connecting
with so many likeminded people from
all over the world
and
have
been
able to study with
forward-thinking,
a m b i t i o u s
people from six
continents.
It’s
been eye-opening
and amazing as
every international
student
seems
to have an interesting story as to how they decided
to study in Israel. I met my Croation girlfriend when
we were assigned to the same group for a project in
our first week at IDC. Being in Israel and experiencing
holidays and memorials is something I never had
before and it’s changed how I perceive these
occasions. I have another two years as a student in
Israel and I look forward to everything that is still to
come.
Josh Buchalter, IDC (Telfed SASI Programme - South
African’s Studying in Israel)
I am a Ph.D. candidate at Bar-Ilan University and I am
also an Olah chadasha from a very light religious Jewish
background (although I do not practice now). My time at
Bar-Ilan is my only experience of being a student at an
Israeli university. I’ve been impressed with the diversity
of students that attend Bar-Ilan: there are students from
LGBTQ+, secular, religious, Ethiopian, Muslim, Christian
and Arab communities and international students,
who all walk around campus, attend classes, and study
together at an institution that prides itself on combining
Judaism with academia. What I found from this melting
pot of diversity is the enriched discussions in classes,
the sharing of different opinions and experiences. This
has cultivated a special environment that allows all
students to expand their
perspectives and
prosper if they
welcome it.
Natalie
Levy,
B a r - I l a n
University
(Telfed
PRAS
Scholarship
Programme)

My name is Tal Dror and I am in the second year of my
degree in Government and Diplomacy at IDC, Herzliya.
This degree is fascinating as I am participating in a
programme with the International School at IDC. I have
had the opportunity to meet students of different
cultures, hear different opinions and, most important, to
speak to people from around the world about Israel. In
my first year at IDC, I joined a club called “SHAGI” which
created a forum for IDC students and Orthodox young
adults. We discussed the challenges and the dynamics

of Israeli society. This programme was eye opening and
allowed me to see the importance of creating a bridge
between different attitudes. Although each of us has a
different background, values, religion and life story, we
all love Israel and the Israeli student experience. IDC has
created a meeting place for open-minded students to
share opinions and think outside the box.
Tal Dror, IDC (Telfed PRAS Scholarship Programme)

Celebrating the end of the academic year with SASI students
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SCHOLARSHIP
NEWS:
Telfed’s Samson SASI
scholarship programme (South
Africans Studying in Israel) will now
fall under the PRAS umbrella. Our new
South African students will now be living,
studying AND volunteering in Israel!
For more information about Telfed’s
scholarship programmes, visit
our website: www.telfed.org.
il/scholarships.

2020/2021 PRAS Student Gathering to mark the end of the academic year.
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Inclusive Education: Special Needs Children
in Mainstream Schools By Ilana Grunberg
Our Avital, who is 11 years old, studies in a mainstream
class with a helper at the Tali School in Raanana. She was
born prematurely and has CP (Cerebral Palsy). Avital uses
a walker for school and an electric wheelchair for longer
distances. She has a twin sister, Ayelet, who also learns
at Tali, and an older sister, Maya, aged 13, who learns at
Meitarim, Raanana.

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

Integrating a child with special needs into the mainstream
school system depends on the approach of the parents.
We are not staunch advocates of total inclusion as it
depends on the child at that moment - what is good for
one child may not be good for another.
We, as parents, believe that we should
give Avital every opportunity to learn
and grow, and at the same time, we
need to continuously assess which is
the best possible education system
for her each year.
Avital’s education journey started
at Beit Issie Shapiro nursery school
where she thrived and learned many
new things. Already at age 2, the staff
suggested we send her once a week to a
nursery school with children her own age
who don’t face the physical challenges that she does.
This proved to be a huge success for Avital. When we
had a choice at age 3 to go to an inclusive private nursery
school for 1 day a week or to try the overwhelming
“jungle” of a city nursery school, our approach was that
if we don’t try, we’ll never know. We jumped into the
fire - and Avital thrived in this setting as well. She did so
well that she continued at the Tali nursery school on a
full-time basis when her time at Beit Issie Shapiro was
finished.

After nursery school, the natural continuation for us and
for Avital was the Tali School. It is a school with values
and ideals we connect with and the staff was very
accommodating. Despite this, each year is a challenge for
us to find the right helper (sayaat) for Avital. Furthermore,
we constantly need to evaluate what is right for Avital at
that point (even if the system disagrees) - this includes the
need to help with writing, enlarged text and many other
rights that she is entitled to. Avital has a case manager
through the municipality who helps with this.
We need to stay updated with school activities so we
can plan accordingly. School trips have to be
accessible and include activities she can take
part in. Another example is the school road
safety programme that she will be doing
next year (a standard activity for grade
six students).
Avital is unable to hold the signs and
sometimes it is hard for her to see from
far. To ensure she can take part in this
important programme, when it’s her turn,
she will have the job of supervising. Socially
she is very active at school, and has been
chosen to be class representative on the school
committee. She is loved by her peers.
The battle for inclusiveness is ongoing. The mainstream
education system isn’t quite up to par especially for
challenged children. I believe that if you listen to your
child, recognise their strengths and understand their
weaknesses (we all have them), you will go far. Be in touch
with the school and know your rights. And should you
fall, dust yourself off and rise again. Believe in yourself.
Believe in your children.

What's really driving our country?
Adventures in driver re-education By Guy Lieberman
Last week my wife Naami and I were summoned to a
school in the slapdash city of Hadera, to get re-educated
on how to drive. This happens in Israel - if you get caught
performing a driving misdemeanour, no matter how
minor, you lose points. There aren’t that many points to
begin with, so if you misbehave behind the wheel you
find them disappearing like popcorn on movie night.
After one decade living in Jo’burg, both of us were at a
distinct disadvantage. I remember my first interaction
with an Israeli traffic cop. He had pulled me over for doing
the thing you should never do, no matter how quiet the
street, or how slow the car was going, or how important

the message. You know the thing. We all do it. Well, here,
you shouldn’t. Coming out of nowhere,
he released one blast of his siren, and
all my triggers leapt into action.
Scanning the car for spare cash,
checking my pockets for my
driver’s license, putting my
coffee down (which was in my
other hand; I rely heavily on the
miracle of luck while on the road),
wiping the breakfast from my chin,
trying to fix my hair. He was at my door
in seconds, like some blue-uniformed ninja. Squinting up
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at him, his head shading my eyes from the sun, I noticed
how strange it was that he seemed so tidied up, so ready
for business, so fit, so… professional. I knew I was caught
off guard, but I also knew that I had to let my position
be known right up front, so we could quickly settle our
arrangement.
“Cold… drink…?” I asked him, leadingly.
“What are you talking about? Driver’s license, please.” I
handed it up to him, muttering under my breath how
well behaved I usually was, patently lying to myself, then
grumbling further that the truth was that maybe I did very
occasionally check my phone to find my music playlists
because music did keep me awake while driving, so it was
ultimately for my safety and the safety of others… then I
noticed him staring down at me with a concerned look.
“Are you OK, mister?” He asked.
“Yes! Yes, I’m fine. Can you forgive me? I’m new here
and—”
“One thousand shekels fine. Don’t do it again.” With that
he hands me a slip of paper and walks back to his cruiser.
And now, to add insult to that staggering financial injury
of so many months back ( For texting “love you too, Ma”),
we had been called to show up at this high school in
Hadera at 5pm on Tuesday, which would result in 8 hours
of classes over two evenings. 8 hours of classroom! I hadn’t
spent that much time in a class since primary school. I
could taste the panic.
Hadera is not the Israel I made Aliyah to. Zichron
Yaakov, the bougie quaint town in the hills above the
Mediterranean, brimming with middle class Anglos from
across the English-speaking world, is more my scene. Just
15 minutes apart by road—if you drive at the speed limit—
but 15 light years apart in demographic and worldview,
Hadera is the raw cross-section of Israel in its current
incarnation.
It was into this classroom, and into this country, that
Naami and I entered, and over the next two days I was
unceremoniously inducted into the hardboiled multiplicity
that is the true State of Israel. Naami, a Jerusalemite, acted
as my guide, and by picking up the dialects, nuances and
fashions, whispered quietly to me who was who and
from where they came. One thing was certain: we were
all bonded together in this room because we shared
the singular common condition of how badly we drove.
The comradery was hard to hide; we were the naughty
kids. From the front of the class to the back, from the
cool cat with peyot and peak cap to the shaved bald
Russian gangster, from the Arab siblings seated next to
each other comparing notes to the Armenian fashionista,
the Ethiopian intellectual to the Litvish nerd, and all of
us being quietly observed by the R&B babe in the corner

attending to her nails. We were here to get legal again—
and apparently have some fun doing it.
The first thing that struck me was the presence and
attitude of the instructor, who was about to steer this
motley crew through the rules of the road. I instinctively
felt bad for him, until he addressed the room. Here was a
born educator. We all remember that one teacher who was
simply made to impart knowledge, to distill complexity,
to guide and inspire. It was suddenly clear that we had
in our midst a tried and tested tutor of the most refined
order. The traffic department seeks out teachers to do
this work outside of their normal hours, and this man had
clearly done his time.
He started by deftly juggling both a stick and a carrot
in front of us. If we check our phones while in class, he
will kick us out and we will have to return at some later
date. He has the power to do this, and he has done it. A
collective sigh and a shuffling of some 40 smartphones
off desks and laps and into handbags and backpacks.
However, he continued, if we moved quickly through
the class, stayed focused, got the answers right, the next
day he would bring us the best knafeh, a delicious Arabic
sweetmeat, from his home village of Fureidis. This time
the energy in the room swelled with hope. All eyes on
the lecturer. From that moment on we were putty in the
hands of this skilled schoolteacher from the Arab town
that neighbour’s Zichron. And he was masterful.
Roll call was the Ingathering meets the Levant. The session
fell between the recent end of the violence with Gaza
(and the multiple flare-ups within Israel) and the fraught
political battle for rule of the country. When he called my
name, “Lieberman, Guy!” I stood up to present my ID, and
he said “Ah, good, we can all get some money now that
we have a family member in the Treasury.” To which half
the class yelled, “Not yet! It might not be!” Uproarious
laughter from everyone.
And so we rolled through the sessions, with quips and
interruptions from the class clowns, par for the course in
any classroom anywhere, our captain up front exuding his
warm authority. At the end a remarkably simple test, ten
multiple choice questions. We left back to Zichron feeling
re-educated—less on driving (these habits die hard) but
more on what drives the country. The colourful tapestry
in which we were briefly immersed is daily life for most
Israelis. The world either forgets or doesn’t know, Israel is
as diverse and blended as any complex nation on Earth.
And so it should be.
* Disclaimer: allow for poetic license-I never bribed
anyone, ever!
** We never did get that knafeh

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il
22

Ce
th
Ali
t

23

ng
i
t
a
r
b
e
l
Ce
st
e
g
r
a
l
e
th
of
t
h
g
i
fl
h
Aliya cade
the de

New Arrivals

South
African
Olim

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

24

Johannesburg
Abrahams, Danielle
Abrams, Aviel
Abrams, Clifford
Aginsky, Zara
Angel, Faine
Arbeter, Norman & Pearl
Asefovitz, Lee, Michael & Yaakov
Assness, Doron
Bacher, Kayla
Bank, Nicole
Benater, Jeanette
Berkowitz, Diana & Matan Atias
Berman, Alon, Sarah, Yocheved,
Nachshon & Gavriel
Bloch, Leila
Bohbot, Beverley
Breger, Alon
Brown, Eric, Merrin, Danny, Rebecca
& Sam
Casselson, Talia
Chiplowitz, Mark, Richelle & Ronan
Cohen, Justin
Cohen, Oren
Davidow, Alon, Chaya & Zerach

February 2021 –July 2021

Delport, Lisa, Clinton &
Madison-Lee
Diamond, Sharlyn
Diner, Yael
Du Preez, Philippus Jacobus &
Petronella
Duveen, Brett, Lara, Noa, Adi & Livia
Ellwood, Sharon
Evian, Clive & Sara
Feinberg, Sarah & Gavriel
Ferreira, Alan, Cachita, Ehtan & Jedd
Firer, Rob, Kerrin, Ruby, Joey & Jack
Garber, Reuven, Dina, Gavriel, Tuvya,
Ovadya, Yocheved & Tzipora
Genende, Yael, Ethan & Amalia
Gerber, Zachary
Glass, Amanda
Glass, Gwenda
Glass, Jared
Gordon, Dahlia
Gordon, Shmuel, Shoshana & David
Grindler, Liat
Hazi, Gilad
Herman, Antony & Chaya
Hyde, Samuel
Israel, Miriam
Jaffit, David & Maxine
Kabatznik, Avital
Kacev, Craig & Yael
Kaplan, Bernice
Keet, Glynnis
Kirkel, Gadi
Kirkel, Ruth
Klass, Elliott, Sharon, Laivi,

Sarit & Reuven
Klatzko, Chananya
Klatzko, Shifra
Korb, Sean, India Rivkah,
Tzofia & Michael
Kramer, Bernard & Rachael
Kramer, Ivan & Nancy
Kretzmer, Gidon
Leibowitz, Archie &
Sally
Leigh, Rafi, Jordan &
Asher
Levi, Ofek
Levin, Amos
Levy, Edan Menashe,
Lee Grodzicki & Leiv
Lewus, Eliana, Elana,
Hodaya & Avigail
Lewus, Alan, Tamara-Lee,
Daniel & Erin
Liebe, Shira
Linde, Mireille
Lipshitz, Ariel
Lorge, Tayla
Lutrin, Dean, Josie, Tamar,
Liora, Rachel & Naomi
Marcus, Lola
Mazor, Liron, Emma, Aharon,
Raphael & Natan
Mencer, Eitan, Silvia Benquis
& Olivia
Mencer, Sandra
Merber, Cheryl & Howard
Meyer, Vera
Newfield, Jason
Nicholls, Joseph
Nicholls, Kent & Tammy
Oliver, Arie
Onay, Daniel, Lauren, Ashira,
Yonatan, Rephael, Shai & Ori
Osrin, Brett
Osrin, Lara & Shira
Propheta, Ariela
Rabinowitz, Nadav
Roy, Leah
Rubin, Sandra
Rubinstein, Reva
Sackstein, Hodi
Salkow, Ari
Salkow, Denise
Sapiro, Shireen
Scalabrina, Antonino
Mordechai, Talia, Aviel, Erez,
Yair & Yishai
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Schreiber, Griffin
Schwartz, Andrea
Segal, Jessica
Shabo, Noam
Sher, Dan, Laura, Naphtali,
Shimon & Yakira
Simon, Ruth & Gerald
Sklarchic, Sharon
Steiner, Gabi
Stern, Shoshana
Swanepoel, Samuel
Terespolsky, Brett
Utian, Graham, Sigal, Gidon &
Gilad
Vorenberg, Andrea, Grant,
Yehuda, Shayna & Levi
Wainer, Tammy
Wohlman, Johnathan
Wright, Tamara
Zaidel, Myron & Rochelle

Zalniker, Danielle
Zimmerman, Henriette
Cape Town
Aronson, Jamie
Datnow, Paul, Danelle, Benjamin
& Jacob
Eisenberg, Tal
Ehrlich, Hyman
Essakow, Brian
Figland, Terence
Forman, Leonard
Klass, Adam
Labe, Gavriel
Locketz, Terry
Maraney, Joseph & Jacob
Ment, Steven
Saben, Vaughn
Sacks, Leora
Scher, Michael & Tessa

Sher, Joshua
Snape, Neill & Jocelyn
Sproat, Trevor & Maria
Steinberg, Brenda & Zvi
Stevenson, Sivana
Strime, Nicholas
Knysna
Friedman, Ephraim & Merle
UK
Hasson, Nathan & Natalie
Weiner, Danny & Sheila

Apologies to Tayla Mervis
for the spelling error in the
previous edition of the Telfed
Magazine.

The World Zionist Organization recognised Telfed’s work in Aliyah
promotion, at a recent award ceremony in Jerusalem. Yaakov Hagoel,
Chairman of the World Zionist Organization, together with MK Pnina
Tamano-Shata, Minister of Aliyah and Klita, and Marina RosenbergKoritny, Head of the WZO Aliyah Promotion Department, presented
the award to Robby Hilkowitz, Telfed Chairman, and Dorron Kline,
Telfed CEO.

Looking to buy?
Rent? Sell?
My aim is to match you with your perfect
property which fulfills your requests and
requirements.
I am primarily based in Netanya and
branch out to Herzliya and Ranaana too.

Looking forward to hearing from you!

Pictured L-R: Robby Hilkowitz, Marina Rosenberg-Koritny, Yaakov Hagoel, MK Pnina Tamano-Shata
and Dorron Kline, photo courtesy of the WZO.

Neville Mendel
Israel Cell/WhatsApp: +972 547474632
South Africa Cell (SMS and calls): +27825822210
nevpropisrael@gmail.com
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From Illusion to Light: A Journey of Identity, Belief and Faith

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

By Daniel Shorkend

Shmuel Gordon’s spiritual journey from ‘an illusion’ to
‘the light’ led this Nigerian-born pastor on a life-changing
sojourn to Israel.
Born in Nigeria, Shmuel received a miraculous healing
from a health complication that began at a young age.
Upon his recovery, he pledged to devote his life to God.
By the time he was 20, he had become a pastor, leading
a church with over a thousand worshippers. In 1993,
he met his wife Shoshana and 12 years later they had
resettled in Johannesburg, South Africa where he started
a congregation in the Roodeport area. His venture was
very successful. He preached the Christian Gospel with
an extensive network in Africa and the United States.
Then in 2011, the unexpected occurred.
In a vivid dream, Shmuel was told that it was time to
choose Israel. The dream made a palpable and indelible
impression on Shmuel, and he began supporting the
pro-Israel lobby and told his congregants that if they
too believed in the bible, they should support Israel. His
explorations into Torah began and, in time, he began to
observe Shabbat and kashrut.
At this point, certain Christian dogma became untenable.
After 30 years as a pastor and leader, he told congregants
that he no longer believed in the Christian faith, closed
the church and began his journey to Judaism.
Though many in his church considered him a traitor,
some followed his lead, either converting themselves
or becoming Bnei Noach (noahides). Shoshana and
their children, Binyamin, OriElla and David, chose the
same path and after a two-year programme with the
Johannesburg Beth Din, the process was complete.
The Gordon’s made Aliyah in April 2021.Binyamin studied
at Ohr Sameach for 18 months while OriElla studied at
Neve and Midreshet Rachel for 2 years. David, who is
also a boxer, is currently completing Ulpan at Sde Eliyahu
before starting a pre-Army
Mechina programme.
The Gordon family has
embraced their new life
in Israel, settling in the
central city of Modiin.
Shmuel studies with
Ayelet Shachar in
an English Kollel
and continues
virtual learning
with
Rabbi
Levi
Weinberg
from South Africa.
Although immigration
in general is never easy,
with the immersion
into a new language and
culture, Shmuel says that

the community has
been helpful and
the reception
warm. He has
been invited
to various
yeshivot
to speak
about
his
story
and
wishes to ignite
the latent Jewish
spark in others.
“Torah
offers
a
practical
approach
to God. In Judaism one
finds that one can make belief more tangible given
the halachic order. Before, it was a matter simply of the
emotions and of not asking too many questions, whereas
in Judaism one finds endless argument and a way of life
that augments faith in a tangible way,” said Shmuel.
As the Gordon family settles in Modiin, their journey
and the realisation of a dream to live in Israel has
already piqued the interest of others. A unique family,
an unconventional Aliyah journey, and an inspirational
message about truth, faith and identity - coupled with a
fervent belief in Israel and Aliyah - their impact on those
around them has already been felt.
He has a powerful and emphatic message relating to
antisemitism to share with a global audience: “Jewish
people around the world have a responsibility to be
more actively entrusted with the task of teaching the
Seven Noahide Laws. Through this, we will be able to
counter antisemitism.”
Shmuel believes in the fundamental importance of
growing
strong
Noahide
communities, internationally.
Without the foundations
and support of a strong
community,
the
potential is limited. He
envisages and hopes
that this will create
the
necessary
platform for a
change in world
co ns c i o u s n e s s ,
and what better
place to plant the
seeds for this than from
Israel. Intimately familiar
with diverse cultures and
religions, Shmuel himself is
dedicated to the task ahead.

New Arrivals

Australian
Olim
Brisbane
Saly, Jacob
Melbourne
Amarant, Rose Anne
Anaf, Leon & Agnes Bankier
Benjamin, Amy
Blankfield, Dean
Chester, Renee
Elisha, Hadar
Elisha, Joe & Dor-Tal
Ellison, Tal
Feiglin, Michelle
Goodman, Devorah
Heimlich, Joseph & Rosalia
Herman, Gloria
Herskovitz, Ari
Humash, Sarah
Joseph, Maia
Kaltmann, Sara
Karp, Danny, Adina, Yonatan & Yehuda
Kloot, Shoshana
Krinsky, Shmaya, Rinat,
Jordan & Eleanor
Krowitz, Jarred
Lederman, Chaya & Dov Trebish
Lowenthal, Tia
Milder, John & Jennifer
Mulhauser, Inge
New, Lachlan
Pilavakis, Brenton
Levy, Courtney & Oded

August 2020 – July 2021
Rabi, Aaron & Judith
Sachwald, Benjamin,
Anath Gomez, Eliana,
Elyssa & Kaylah
Scheiner, David,
Nechama, Breindy,
Yeshaya, Ruth & Brocha
Scheiner, Yiti
Schneeweiss, Lauren
Sharp, Benjamin
Tzin, Eitan
Zeman, Daniel, Rebecca,
Shoshana, Racheli,
Yakov, Yehuda & Malka
Zweier, Zoe
Sydney
Blackman, Akiva
Buchen, Mark & Denise
Eisenstein, Richard
Fest, Rudolf & Shura
Hayman, Jeremy & Riva
Klein, Reuben, Devora,
Yael, Avraham & Jacob
Lavan, Ilan, Shira,
Yakira & Nili
Lax, Keren
Marssiano, Marine
Neumann, Hillary
& Harold
Oddo, Shmuel
Rayman, Zachary

Rutland, Suzanne
Sherwinter, Or
Simons, Claudia
Sloane, Heath
Smukler, Chana
Sussman, Guy
Tvina, Sheli
Vinokur, Alysa
Weinberg, Daniel, Virginia,
Riyo, Ata & Astro
Yap, Jeremy
Zelinsky, Aubrey
Perth
Rossanis, Miriam
Tucker, Sarah
New Zealand
Elisar, Rakelle
Jacobson-Pepere, Olivia
USA
Nachman, Eliana
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Finding Acceptance and Tolerance in Aliyah

By Philip Searle

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

Since 2013, LGBT Olim has
become the community
for LGBTQ+ people who
have moved to Israel. As
well as answering LGBTQ/
Aliyah-related questions to
prospective Olim and Olot,
we are also the umbrella
organisation for Qulpan
(free LGBTQ-friendly Hebrew
classes) and the LGBT
English-Speakers Groups
which run social events in
Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa
and Be’er Sheva as well
as online. We meet for
Shabbat dinners, house
parties around the holidays,
restaurant nights, coffee
mornings, movie nights,
comedy nights etc. to enable
people to meet like-minded
people without first having
to be fluent in Hebrew. Visit
https://lgbtolim.org/ for
more information.

Philip Searle

For many years I felt as if Israel was home, and it was only
when I made Aliyah with my dog that I could finally call
Israel my home. At first, I was attracted to the Israeli culture
- reckless taxi drivers, intrusive locals, cat-filled parks - and
the Jewish-freedom - quiet Shabbos streets, the colour of
Kippot in the markets, and the sound of a Shofar on Yom Tov.
However, after 20 visits, I developed a deeper attraction - the
beauties beyond the historical sites, the range of flavours of
the local foods, the warmth of the summer beaches - and
my excitement for living in Israel has only grown stronger
since I arrived in 2017.
My Aliyah journey is relatively typical: never-ending social
calendar, failing at Hebrew, working at a start-up, and
adjusting to “formal” attire. I have quickly learnt that my
shirts will never leave my closet, and I’ve finally told my
parents to give away my old suits as I’ll never wear one of
those again. I’ve also grown accustomed to wearing thongs,
I mean “flip flops”, everywhere I go, which adds to the casual
Tel-Aviv vibe.
Working in a start-up was a huge adjustment from my
previous work as a Melbourne lawyer. “Start-up” is code
for a company with no clear position descriptions, and no
prescribed working hours. Effectively, it means working long
days, with exposure to all aspects of a growing business. I
work as the Head of Operations at a start-up called Karma
(formerly Shoptagr) and it has proven to be an exciting
challenge, offering plenty of opportunity, with some great
perks, such as a dog-friendly office (see my pic).
I still don’t speak Hebrew and it is not uncommon that with
a perplexed expression (and a tinge of judgement) Israeli’s
will ask in a thick accent: “Ehhhh, you did an Ulpan?” Israeli’s
have a misconception that Ulpan offers some mystical recipe
that grants you instant Hebrew. Thankfully, English is so
common that restaurants, street signs and businesses have
(poorly spelt) English names, and it’s not uncommon to hear
Israelis throw English into their conversations. In my Tel Aviv
bubble, I am yet to feel restricted by my limited Hebrew.
The social life of Tel Aviv is beyond what I had anticipated.
Unlike in Melbourne where outings are generally reserved for
the weekends, in Tel Aviv, every evening calls for an outing!
Also, unlike in Melbourne, sexuality is largely undiscussed
or even noticed in Tel Aviv, as it’s very common to be
amongst other gays everywhere you go. I’ve joined the
Queer Ulpan, the Gay Running Group, Queer Theatre,
and I host Shabbos dinners for the Gay English Speaking
Group, organise gay singles picnics and host cards with
friends. From city-wide activities to community events, there
is always something happening in Tel Aviv, and it’s very easy
to find your community.
There has never been a moment I questioned my decision
to live here. In fact, when I left Australia I wrote that “I am
very uncertain about where my Aliyah journey will take me,
however, I know Israel is where I belong.” This sentiment
holds true today, 4 years since landing at home.

“Dwell in the land and do good”By Judy Joss
When I was a child, my parents asked my sister and me if
we would like a new house with a pool or a trip to Israel.
We chose the trip to Israel. I was nine years old at the time.
It turned out that it wasn’t really a choice. We were moving
house.
My parents just assumed that a nine- and ten-year-old
would want the house with a pool.
So deeply engrained in us was the longing and desire for
Israel.
I eventually moved here from Australia with my husband
and five children. Living in Israel, among the Jewish people,
has a uniqueness that is hard to put into words. I won’t
lie. It can be a challenge. I never adjusted to the reckless
impatience on the roads, the lack of respect or the political
turmoil. But living in Israel and being counted as an Israeli
also has its inimitable charms.
The last year and a half have been challenging for the world
at large. The pandemic affected every country in a way
unimaginable. For tiny Israel the challenges kept coming.
On the heels of the pandemic, just when the country was
getting back on its feet, just when we returned to pre
pandemic socialising, work, shuls, schools and celebrations,
we were hit again with tragedy and war. But the kindness
of the “sabra”, the Israeli who is tough on the outside but
sweet as honey on the inside, shines eternal. And when
that Sabra is an Olah it is even more heart-warming for
me. I remember then why I made the sacrifices and why
I chose to join our people, our sisters and brothers in this
dynamic country.
Stories of compassion and kindness surfaced in the
aftermath of the Meron tragedy as people lined up in Tel
Aviv to donate blood. Secular or orthodox became a moot
point when the going got tough.
And then we were at war with Hamas. There are many stories
of self- sacrifice and compassion. They are personal stories,
stories of unity, of selflessness, altruism and connectedness.
There is one special story I would like to share.
When the bombs started falling in Ashkelon and the sirens
pierced the air with an insistent call to take shelter, ninetyseven-year-old Yaffa and her daughter were trembling with
fear. Someone had been killed when a bomb landed in an
apartment in the building where they lived. No one felt
safe. The fear and danger were palpable. Broken windows
forced Yaffa and her daughter to be evacuated to a hotel.
The old lady was hospitalised. Everyone was frightened.
Sirens were blaring incessantly indicating a new barrage
of rockets.
When war ends, trauma and stress often still remain. Yaffa’s
daughter had to return to work. Yaffa’s carer left but Yaffa’s
frailty and infirmity did not take a holiday.
I met Elna in the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens cafe. It was
a beautiful summer’s day with no hint of the war that we
had experienced only a few weeks prior. Many of us wanted

to help during this war. Few of us found a practical way to
actually go out and do it. Elna is an Olah from South Africa.
She lives in the relative safety and quiet of Jerusalem.
When she heard about what Yaffa and her daughter, total
strangers, had gone through, she packed a bag and decided
to help. She moved to Ashkelon to help these two women
cope with the trauma after the war ended.
Nothing was too much trouble for Elna. She lives by
the motto “Dwell in the land and do good” (Psalm 37).
Volunteering in Israel while still living in South Africa is
what led to her decision to come on Aliyah ten years ago.
Elna left her husband at home in Jerusalem and moved in
with Yaffa and her daughter for ten days. She gave them
emotional support as well as physical help. Yaffa’s daughter
could return to work without the guilt of leaving her mother.
She could take a bit of time to herself. They had time to
find a replacement carer for Yaffa. Elna brought a calmness
with her into the house helping them realise they were
not alone. She commented that in Israeli society we are
expected to just get on with it after a traumatic experience,
recognising that even when war ends, the trauma remains.
We must acknowledge this long-term effect of war.
Elna truly felt that by being with this old woman and her
daughter she helped speed up their recovery and their
ability to put the trauma behind them.
Helping, volunteering, giving of yourself not only helps
the person who receives the help. It is also immensely
satisfying to the giver. Elna felt so good knowing that she
had something to give Yaffa and her daughter in their
hour of need. She had made a difference in the lives of
these two women.
We hear stories like Elna’s and then we remember why we
came on Aliyah. Aliyah enriches, not only the Oleh, but
the country as a whole. The doubts that we may have had
upon coming on Aliyah dissipate.
So, thank you Elna, for returning us to the wonder of the
Jewish people, reigniting passion even for a short while and
reminding us all why we choose to live in this amazing place.
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Connecting during Crisis

ייעוץ וליווי ברכישת נכס

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

THE BUYER'S
AGENT
42 Years of Real Estate experience in Israel,
working exclusively for you, The Buyer.
Purchase a property in Israel with confidence,
saving time, effort, energy and frustration.

HOW?

I will be with you every step of the way with
only your best interest at heart.
Call me!
Together we will do a good deal…. better.

Wishing all a healthy, peaceful Shana Tova

052-3990090
alanmichael.epstein@gmail.com

Classifieds

For 12 difficult days, Israelis in the centre and south of
the country were affected by barrages of rockets and
incessant sirens. For many, especially those in the Gaza
border communities, this meant hours on end in safe
rooms. An urgent appeal by Telfed for assistance met with
a heartwarming response from our community. Within a
few days, we were able to assist our Olim in distress as well
as their elderly neighbours. Thanks to David Zwebner
(head of Telfed’s Ashkelon Regional Committee), and to
Adi Zahavi and Yoni Blitz (pictured) who purchased and
delivered the essential supplies.
We extend our appreciation to everyone who
contributed to communal and individual efforts to help
those in distress. In times of crisis, the sense of unity and
brotherhood is palpable. We extend our appreciation to
our volunteers who joined the Telfed staff in calling Olim
in Ashdod, Ashkelon and Gaza envelope communities.
We would like to take this opportunity to remind our
readers that we rely on our community members to
update their contact information.
If you have moved or changed your phone number or
email address, please complete our online contact form
to update your details.
Visit www.telfed.org.il/join/

Births
A grandson for Marcele and Ralph Resnik
born to David and Ira Resnik.
Barry and Cecily Hack are delighted
to announce the arrival of their
granddaughter, Avigayil, daughter to Pam
and Yosef Harel.
Mazaltov to Gabi and Chaviva Cohen on
the birth of their daughter, granddaughter
to Barry and Shely Cohen and greatgranddaughter to Ros and Reuben
Mowszowski.
To include an announcement
in the next edition of the Telfed
magazine, please complete the
online form:
https://forms.gle/
hg79HBMQmvnEFbMGA
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Who would have guessed
that anything good could
come out of the dreadful
time of Corona for two
healthcare workers?

Thanks to the little
phenomenon of the
Fa ce b o o k gro u p
“Corona CrushCreating Jewish
Couples in
Q u a r a n t i n e ”,
indeed, something
magical resulted in
these unprecedented
times.
Through social media,
Elan Milwid, a doctor in
South Africa working long
hours because of Corona, met
Mozelle Moses, an Australian
midwife living in Israel (who, due to
her young healthy status was required
to work in the Covid-positive delivery
wards).
Elan caught a last minute repatriation flight to Israel. This
was followed by two weeks in a quarantine hotel. The young
couple met in person when Mozelle picked him up from
the quarantine hotel and for the next nine months, the
Olim Chadashim navigated their way in their new home

country together.
Elan and Mozelle finally tied
the knot in June.
Who better to officiate
the wedding of a new
South Afrian Oleh and
a new Australian
Olah than Rabbi
Dorron Klein,
the CEO of
Telfed.
Organising
a wedding
with both their
families thousands
of kilometres away
(in Australia and South
Africa) with a pandemic
limiting international travel,
turned out to be more of a
challenge than Aliyah itself.
But nothing captures the beauty
and diversity of Aliyah more than a ‘non Hebrew speaking
South African oke and an Australian sally standing beneath
a chuppah in Ashkelon (less than three weeks after barrages
of rockets shook the seaside city), with a South African
Rabbi dressed in a Nelson Mandela shirt,’ laughed Elan
and Mozelle.

Honeymoon anyone?
What happens when sheva brachot for just-married IDF officers are
interrupted by sirens?
Despite their commanders’ insistence that they don’t rush back, it was a
unanimous decision for Liron and Yarona Weinberg. Honeymoon plans
were put on hold as they prepared to return to their respective units.
With an unusual dilemma, Yarona posted a wedding photo on Instagram
with the following message: “Hi, we’re a couple (officers) who got
married a few days ago. Because of the situation, we are returning
to the army - Liron to his Paratroopers Unit and me to my role in
the IDF Spokesperson’s Unit. We are supposed to celebrate our
honeymoon at “Ahuzat Dorita” in the north this Thursday - Friday.
We are looking for a couple from the south who would like to
go in our place on a dream holiday to one of the most magical
places in Israel (on us, of course!).”
This heartwarming and generous gesture elicited an equally warm
response, befitting this remarkable young couple.

Mazal tov to Liron, Yarona and families!
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Nuptials

Amichai, son of Chaim and Beverly
Green of Maale Adumim (ex Cape
Town), and grandson of the late
Gerald and Rachelle Shufleder ( ex
Cape Town/Arad), married Pnina,
daughter of Shimon and Shirin
Mordechai of Givat Zeev.

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

Liat, daughter of Avi and
Judith Turiel of Tel Mond,
granddaughter of Maurice and
Gaye Turiel of Netanya (exJHB),
married Oriel, son of David and
Nitzi Lavenda of Tel Mond.

Liron, son of Paul and Hayley
Weinberg of Tel Mond (ex JHB),
grandson of Monty and Marlene
Sacho of Raanana, married Yarona,
daughter of Howard and Ayala
Abrams of Tel Mond (ex JHB),
granddaughter of Yocheved Katz.

Shiri, daughter of Robert and
Rhona Berzack of Modiin
(ex JHB) married Eytan, son
of Paul and Beth White of
Modi’in (ex USA).

Yaffa, daughter of
Alon and Kim Abadi of
Johannesburg, married
Yonah, son of Jerry
Hochhauser and Chaim
and Renee Krigsman (ex
New York).

Talia, daughter of Helayne and
Yitzhaki Shedletzky of Ramat
Gan, married Tomer, son of Ilanit
and Ofer Tzidkilov of Netanya.

Daniel, son of Batsheva (ex JHB)
and Yaakov Binyamin (ex Sydney)
of Maaleh Adumim married Yarin,
daughter of Tzofit and Moshe
Sherfi of Rosh Ha’ayin.

Daniel, son of Selwyn
and Shuki Schwartz of
Johannesburg, married
Yuval, daughter of Lavi and
Shifra Cohen of Elyashiv.
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Dani, daughter and Robbie
and Andi Singer of Ra’anana
(ex JHB) married Orel, son
Daniella and Itzik Tayar of
Givat Shmuel.

Elan, son of Edgar and Mignon
Milwid of Johannesburg,
married Mozelle, daughter of
Daisy and Melvyn Moses of
Sydney.
Michal, daughter of Saul and Joanne Wolman, granddaughter
of Gerald and Freda Wolman,
of Ra’anana (ex JHB) married
Binyamin, son of Mordechai
and Avital Liphshitz of Efrat.

Adi Masha, daughter of
Dvora and Ohad Saban
and granddaughter of
Phyllis and Harris Green
(ex Cape Town) of Elkana
married Ariel, son of
Leah and Meir Sa’adon of
Meitar.

Chedvah Ittah, daughter
of Lara and Mickey
Cohen of Johannesburg,
married Yehudah Yisroel,
son of Shaina and Ron
Weitz of New Jersey,
USA.

Natalie, daughter of
Joan and Shlomo Mori of
Hod Hasharon (ex JHB)
married Shalom, son of
Ruti and Ovadia Hadaya.

Shira, daughter of Heather
(Tzvia) and Raphi Bloch
of Ashkelon (ex Jhb and
Bulawayo) married David,
son of Dina and Baruch
Lifshitz of Modi’in.

Avram Joffe of Tel Aviv
(ex JHB) married Vanessa
Duek (ex Argentina).
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Thank you to the following community members for supporting our charitable communal programmes.
(All donations submitted are tax-deductible according to Section 46 of the Israeli Income Tax ordinance
and are acknowledged in the magazine as soon as possible after receipt thereof). To make your donation
in honour of a special person or occasion, please go to www.telfed.org.il/ecards

Holiday greetings
Simchas or special milestones In Appreciation New Homes Shabbat meals

Remembering loved ones
Anniversaries

Weddings

Births

Birthdays

KEREN TELFED FUND (general assistance to the community as needed)

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

Donors
Alan Liferow
Annette & Dennis z”l Solomon
Annette Solomon
Anonymous
Ari Fruchter
Ariane & Mark Schneider
Barbara & Harry Lipchin
Ben & Jill Friedman
Ben & Jill Friedman
Dalia & Gaon Cababia
David & Maeve Samuels
Dorron Kline
Dorron Kline
Dr. Charles & Leah Shaikovitz
Estelle & Pinchas Chasen
Ettie Stein
Fanny & Mossi Pokroy
Fanny & Mossi Pokroy
Fiona Smith
Fonda Dubb
Fonda Dubb
Frame & Aronson families
Frank & Thalia Lichtenstein
Harris & Phyllis Green
Harris & Phyllis Green
Hazel & Herbert Gaito
Henry Shakenovsky
Hilary Herzberger
Ian & Phyllis Waldbaum
Jenny & Lonya Rubin
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
Jon & Eileen Freedman
Jon & Eileen Freedman
Jonathan Ariel
Joyce & Basil Geller
Joyce Katz
Leon & Ellen Altman
Leon & Ellen Altman
Liebe Posniak
Louise & Jonathan Plutchok
Lynette Shapiro
Maish & Phyllis Gork
Maish & Jocelyn Isaacson
Marian & Abe Gulis
Michael & Gabi Weinberg
Morris & Rhona Strauss
Nachum & Freyda Lemkus
Neil & Barbara Schwartz
Nikki Leviner
Penelope Froman
Rael Abel & Family
Reuben & Roselyn Mowszowski
Robert & Rhona Berzack
Rochelle Zegal
Ron & Riwa Lapid
Ron & Riwa Lapid
Ros & Yossie Gaitelband and Family
Ros & Yossie Gaitelband and Family
Rufus & Natalie Moss Rendell
Ruth & Bryan Slater
Ruth & Yosi Mor

Honourees
Neville Pasvolsky - Get Well Soon
Melvyn Cohen - 80th Birthday
Rabbi Craig Kacev - In Appreciation
Batya Shmukler
Batya Shmukler - 50th Birthday
In Appreciation of her Chairmanship
Avram & Vanesa Joffe - Wedding
Aaron & Adina Schneider - Wedding
Honouring Maurice & Marcia Katz on the occasion of their grandson David’s Bar Mitzvah
Ayelet Chasen - Bat Mitzvah
Brian Laden - 75th Birthday
Ettie Silber - 90th Birthday
Annette Solomon - 80th Birthday
Ami Chava Kline - Happy Birthday
Batya Shmukler - In appreciation of her Chairmanship
Mike Zaslansky - 80th Birthday
Harry Amdurer - 60th Birthday
Ivan & Shirley Kantor - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Kaleen Lavenski
Josh Naar - Bar Mitzvah
80th Birthday
Mandy & Harry Sweidan - Holiday Greetings
Claude Lavenski - Milestone Birthday
Kaleen Lavenski - 80th Birthday
Marcia Kaufman - 90th Birthday
Gidon Frame - 60th birthday
Rosh Hashana Greetings from Melbourne, Australia to Family & Friends
Honouring their Grandson Ariel Avraham - Bar Mitzvah
Honouring their Granddaughter Adi-Masha Saban & Ariel Sa’adon - Wedding
Holiday Greetings: Tamar & Ilana Meyer, Frankie & Rochie Meyers, Dave Paiken, Miriam
Shiloni, Jack & Tchiya Harris, Fay & Barney Wittert, Linky & Martin Furman, Cora Newman
In Appreciation
David Herzberger - 70th Birthday
Ettie Silber - Birthday
Marcia Kaufman
Orit Margalit - 80th Birthday
90th Birthday
Annette Solomon - Special Birthday
Eileen & Mel Cohen - In Appreciation
Annette Solomon - 80th Birthday
Ivan & Shirley Kantor - 60th Wedding Anniversary
On the occasion of the birth of his grandson Ma’ayan Ariel-Raz
Morris Marcus - 3rd Bar Mitzvah
Melvyn Cohen - 80th Birthday
Celebrating 60 years of Aliyah
Annette Solomon
Honouring the birth of our first great-grandson
80th Birthday
Mannie Shimoni - 90th Birthday
Eliya Cohen - Bat Mitzvah
Esther Wilck - Special Birthday
Ettie Silber - 90th Birthday
Honouring the Chasen Family on the occasion of Ayelet’s Bat Mitzvah
Shirley Suskin - 80th Birthday
Vanesa & Avram Joffe - Marriage
Melvyn Cohen - 80th Birthday
Shuli Briggs - Gratitude
Pat Tucker - Holiday Greetings
Mazal Tov to Ayelet Chasen
Batya Shmukler - In appreciation of her Chairmanship
on her Bat Mitzvah
Steve Adler
Eve Isaacson - Significant Birthday
Family and Friends - Happy Holidays
Ella Blumenthal - 100th Birthday
Arnie & Benita Stein - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Holiday Greetings: Arthur & Vivien Wolman & Family, Karin Hesselberg & Family,
Arthur & Louise Lipschitz & Family, Bryan & Ruth Slater & Family
Esther Wilck - Special Birthday
Honouring Gabriel Feinberg on his Bar Mitzvah
Honouring Jacob Stern on his Bar Mitzvah
Leah & Neville Levin - 60th Wedding Anniversary
Merle Katz - 80th Birthday
Leah and Neville Levin
Esther Katz - 94th Birthday
Happy 60th Wedding
Anniversary
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Sara Wainstein
Sender & Zelda Lees
Shely & Barry Cohen and Family
Shely & Barry Cohen and Family
Shirley & Ivan Kantor
Sid & Michele Shapiro
Sol & Cherille Cohen
Steve & Shimonah Lipshitz
Steve & Shimonah Lipshitz
Stuart & Lyn Zinn
Sydney & Pam Miller
Tamar Meyer
Timmorim Friends
Timmorim Friends
Yitzhak & Henia Movsowitz
Shabtai and Yocheved Grolman
Yossi, Justine, Jayden & Jaron Montrose
Yossi, Justine, Jayden & Jaron Montrose
Yossi, Justine, Jayden & Jaron Montrose
Yossi, Justine, Jayden & Jaron Montrose
Yossi, Justine, Jayden & Jaron Montrose
Yossi, Justine, Jayden & Jaron Montrose
Yossi, Justine, Jayden & Jaron Montrose

Melvyn Cohen - 80th Birthday
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Honouring their 60th Wedding Anniversary
Family & Friends - Happy Holidays
Family & Friends - Happy Holidays
Philip Albert - Special Birthday
Karin Hesselberg - Chag Sameach
Eric Diamond - 80th Birthday
Lola Harris - Birthday
Shifra Glickman - 80th Birthday
Dave Paiken and
Mel Cohen - 80th Birthday
Jack Harris (Timmorim)
Myer Zaslansky - 80th Birthday
Happy 90th Birthdays
In honour of Tchiya & Jack Harris, Fay & Barney Wittert, Hazel & Herbie Gaito,
Rochie & Frankie Myers, Dave Paiken, Linky & Martin Furman and Yehudit & Rami Ziv
Jack Harris - Happy 90th Birthday from Hazel & Herbie Gaito, Tamar & Ilana Meyer, Frankie & Rochie
Myers, Dave Paiken, Miriam Shiloni, Fay & Barney Wittert, Linky & Martin Furman
Dave Paiken - Happy 90th Birthday from Frankie & Rochie Meyers, Miriam Shiloni, Tamar & Ilana Meyer,
Linky & Martin Furman, Tchiya & Jack Harris, Fay & Barney Wittert, Herbie & Hazel Gaito
Shoshana Zlotnick - Special Birthday
Shoshana Zlotnick - Special Birthday
Cara Arcus - Happy Holidays
Dean Elin - Happy Holidays
Bennie Katzman
Becker Family - Happy Holidays
90th Birthday
Uncle Rov, Aunty Shelzy, Yon, Dan, Dinz & Shish Perez - Happy Holidays
Mike, Deb, Mich, Kayla & Aidey Fine - Happy Holidays
Mike, Rosie, Lea, Noa & Aaron Sweidan - Happy Holidays
Frank, Celia, Daniel & Sasha Hertzberg - Happy Holidays

LONE SOLDIERS FUND (to assist Southern African & Australian lone soldiers)
Annette Solomon
Esther Wilck - 80th Birthday
Avram & Talya Piha
Jonathan Frieman - Refoah Shlema
Brenda Fine
Benny Katzman - 90th Birthday
Charlotte Alhadeff
In appreciation of our Lone Soldiers
Debbie & Ariel
Morris Marcus - 3rd Bar Mitzvah (96th Birthday)
Ephraim (Figgy) & Shana Katzman
Benny Katzman - 90th Birthday
Esther Evelyne Levy & Jean Pier Tapiero Vanesa & Avram Joffe - Wedding
Fonda Dubb
Honouring my grandson Matan for his achievements as a navy officer in the Israeli army
Hadassah Fisher & Family
Honouring their 48th Year of Aliyah
Hilda Stern
Vivienne Maron - Birthday
Hymie & Micky Goldblatt
Yarden Baitner - In Appreciation
Jeff Geffen & all 4 Generations in Ashdod In loving memory of Doreen [Mommy] Geffen
Louis Garb
70th Yartzheit of my sister, lovingly remembered
Mike, Jen & Arielle Wolman
Avram & Vanesa Joffe - Marriage
Nicky & Sharlene Capelouto
Jacky Hasson - 70th Birthday
Val & Bobby Kantor
Shirley and Ivan Kantor - 60th Anniversary
Victor & Dolores Essakow
On the occasion of the marriage of Dr Jenna Essakow to Dr Avi Baskin
דוד וג’נט פז
In loving memory of אליעזר יוסף בן ברוך
HELPING HAND (for the elderly, struggling families, single parents & families with special needs)
Alex & Ethne Tolkin
Claude & Kaleen Lavenski - Special Birthdays
Alex & Ethne Tolkin
In loving memory of our dear parents
Beryl Schmidt
Daniel Erez Schmidt - Haskara of Alon Schmidt
Beryl Schmidt
Nadine Kramer
Colleen & Avi Bamberger
In loving memory of Joe Lurie (Pretoria)
Doreen & Reuven Karni
In loving memory of our parents - Florrie & Isie Kwitz Z”L and Lola & Paul Lehman Z”L
Fonda Dubb
Lynette Goodman - Birthday
Fonda Dubb
Dr. Meyer Wisnovitz & Family - Holiday Greetings
Fonda Dubb
Batya Shmukler - Birthday
Harold Jankelowitz
Ruth Froman - 80th Birthday
Ilana, Micha, Maya, Avital & Ayelet
Family & Friends
Grunberg
Loving Family
In beloved memory of Jacqueline Adelsky
Michelle Frankel
Simson Smith - 90th Birthday
Naty & Denise Tobias
Basil Gamsu - In Appreciation
Naty & Denise Tobias
Gary & Jodi Abrahams - Happy Anniversary
Simmy & Renee Kaufman
Vivienne Pinshow - 70th Birthday
Sylvia Pinshaw
Cheryl Saitowitz
Victor & Dolores Essakow
Melvyn Cohen - 80th Birthday
IN MEMORIAM
Adi & Shalom Liav
Adrian & Emma Wolff
Alan & Rita Liferow
Alex & Ethne Tolkin
Alon Chazan
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Barbara Levron

In loving memory of Errol Yudelman
In loving memory of our parents
In loving memory of the late Meyer & Grace Liferow
In loving memory of our dear parents
In loving memory of Marilyn Chazan
In loving memory of Spenser & Hinda Friedlein
In loving memory of Gordon Mandelzweig
In loving memory of Morrie & Phyllis Zinn
In loving memory of Spenser & Hinda Friedlein
In loving memory of Helen & Morris Mann

Morris Marcus
Third Bar Mitzvah

Avram Joffe and Vanesa Duek

Mazal Tov on their wedding from
their friends, including Ari Fruchter,
Mike, Jen & Arielle Wolman, Michael
& Gabi Weinberg, Esther Levy &
Jean Pier Tapiero

Dr. Meyer and Rina Wisnovitz
Holiday Greetings

In loving memory of
Spenser and Hinda Friedlein

Bubbles Perling & Family

In loving memory of Havis Perling & Wendy Perling
In loving memory of Michael & Carol Russak
Colleen & Avi Bamberger
In loving memory of Joe Lurie (Pretoria)
Cora Newman
In loving memory of my partner George Kalisch z”l
Cynthia Barmor
In loving memory of my beloved friends, Rachel Max & Sandra Apperman
Cyril Diamond
In loving memory of Deanna
Cyril Diamond
In loving memory of Deanna
David & Hilary Zetler
In loving memory of Boet & Freda Zetler
In loving memory of
David & Ronit Zwebner
In loving memory of Rabbi Isaac & Rella Zwebner and Max & Lombi Landau
Doreen & Reuven Karni
In loving memory of our parents - Florrie & Isie Kwitz Z”L and Lola & Paul Lehman Z”L
Helene Brittan
Dr. Alan & Chagit Croock and Family
In loving memory of Walter Hatchuel z”l
Dr Howard & Orna Shuman
In loving memory of Geula Degani
Elana, Children & Grandchildren
In loving memory of Samuel Sher
Erica & Louis Garb
In loving memory of Helene Brittan
Estelle & Solly Sher
In loving memory of our parents
Esther Strauss
In loving memory of Jack Strauss Z”L
Esther Strauss
In loving memory of Jack Strauss Z”L
Esty & Simcha Steinmetz
In loving memory of LOUIS KAROL אריה לייב בן זלמן אליהו הלוי
Fiona Smith
In loving memory of Benny Lipschitz
Fay Berghaus
Gregory Berghaus, beloved son - know peace, Mark Berghaus - peace be yours, Becky & Arnold
Meyers- loving parents, Elaine Blumberg- sister, Eddy Meyers, brother - passed on too soon
Fonda Dubb & Family
In loving memory of Stanley Lewis
In loving memory of
Garth Kaufmann
In loving memory of Riva Kaufmann
George Kalisch
Glen & Lucille Eilon
In loving memory of Mark Eilon ז”ל
Glenys Sugarman
In loving memory of Len & Leah Kloot Z”L
Golda Rosen
In loving memory of my beloved father Hymie Sher Z”L
Grunberg Family
In loving memory of Bram Kropveld
Hazel & Herbert Gaito
In loving memory of Sarah Paiken, Eli Shiloni & George Kalish
Helayne Shedletzky
Renee Griller & Family - 5 year yarzheit for Susan Sharon
Hilton & Bradley Tapnack and Families
In loving memory of our late Father Morris Tapnack
In loving memory of
Isaac & Maureen Lipshitz
On the 40th Yahrzeit of our beloved daughter Andrea
Ita & Eli Haber (Shapiro)
In loving memory of my beloved Bobba a”h יוכבד (פריד) ב”ר חיים
our dear daughter Andrea,
Jack & Sarah Goodman
In loving memory of Sheila Swiel
on her 40th yartzeit (Isaac and
Jeff Geffen & all 4 Generations in Ashdod In loving memory of Doreen [Mommy] Geffen
Maureen Lipshitz)
Jeffrey Geffen
In loving memory of Hilda & Oscar Geffen
Jeffrey Geffen
In loving memory of Hilda & Oscar Geffen
Jenny & Lonya Rubin
In loving memory of my beloved parents, Solly & Muriel Chesler
Joe Woolf & Family
In loving memory of Sam Woolf
Jonathan & Shelly Cohen
In loving memory of Leora Cohen-Miller
Joseph Katz
In loving memory of beloved parents Sam & Nettie Katz
Liebe Posniak
In loving memory of beloved husband, Ellie Posniak
Louis Garb
70th Yartzheit of my sister, lovingly remembered
Loving Family
In loving memory of Jacqueline Adelsky
Mally & Mike Levine
In loving memory of Phina Rosin
Maya & Talya Missulawin
In loving memory of Gideon Missulawin
Mylene & Norman Levin
In loving memory of Cynthia & Toni Locketz
Ora Even-Ari
In loving memory of Hillel
In loving memory of
Rael Abel & Family
In loving memory of Marianne Abel, sadly missed by her husband, daughters & grand-children Gideon Missulawin
Rafi & Dina Barnett
In loving memory of Bella Barnett
Rhona Strauss
In loving memory of my parents, Goldie & Melville Levin Z”L & my sister, Lesley Waks Z”L
Ruth Horner-Mibashan
In loving memory of Reuben Sougin Mibashan
Sadie Symon & Family
In loving memory of Dr Leon Movsowitz, my beloved brother of Cape Town
Sadie Symon
In loving memory of my beloved husband Dr. Micky Symon
Sharon & Yoram Betser and Family
In loving memory of our dearest parents Lola & Mike Kaplan
Sharon Shine
In loving memory of Michel Shine
Shirley Peled
In loving memory of Raymond Pogir
Vernon & Melanie Katz and Family
In loving memory of Beines & Sheila Katz
Vicky Scher
In loving memory of my husband Nokkie Scher
Vivian Meyerowitz
In loving memory of Davey Meyerowitz - 10 years
דוד וג’נט פז
In loving memory of אליעזר יוסף בן ברוך
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SUSAN SHARON LONE SOLDIER PROJECT (to assist lone soldiers upon completion of their army service, as they settle in to civilian life in Israel)
Glen & Lucille Eilon
In loving memory of Mark Eilon ז”ל
Helayne Shedletzky
Renee Griller & Family - 5 year yarzheit for Susan Sharon
CARING FOR THE ELDERLY
Alan & Marilyn Silbert
Barbara Levron
Bella Alswang
David & Hilary Herzberger
Dr. Alan & Chagit Croock and Family
Dr. Alan & Chagit Croock and Family
Fiona Smith
Fiona Smith
Louis & Erica Garb
Marie & Hilton Tapnack
Mike & Shana Ellis and Family
Rosy & Bernard Lever
Simmy & Renee Kaufman

Norman Silbert - 70th Birthday
In loving memory of Helen & Morris Mann
Ron, Ilana & Freda Haimovitz - In memory of Gaby, a very kind gentleman
Beryl Milunsky - 90th Birthday
Ettie Silber - Milestone Birthday
In loving memory of Walter Hatchuel z”l
Claude & Kaleen Lavinski - Anniversary
In loving memory of Benny Lipschitz
Sydney Lipworth - 90th Birthday
Ettie Silber - Special Birthday
Joe Woolf - 93rd Birthday
Yvonne Leibowitz - 80th Birthday
Jeannie Bailey - 70th Birthday

In loving memory of
Dr. Micky Symon

In loving memory of
Gaby Haimovitz

ea,
and

Sylvia Pinshaw
The Cababia Children

Lana Pinshaw
Ettie Silber - 90th Birthday
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ARCHIE & BLANCHE ISAACSON MEMORIAL FUND
SCHOLARSHIPS
Barry & Shely Cohen and Family

Steven Flax - Special Birthday

ISAAC OCHBERG MEMORIAL FUND
KEREN ALIZA
MARILYN CHAZAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Alon Chazan
In loving memory of Marilyn Chazan
Norman & Barbara Emdin
Eric Diamond - 80th Birthday
Vivienne & Jack Hotz
Lee, Matthew, Chani-Meryl & Naomi Liebenberg - Happy Holidays
Vivienne & Jack Hotz
Vivienne Leonard Jessica Kayla & Leon Helfer Richman - Happy Holidays

Ettie Silber
90th Birthday

DPS & NEWMAN FAMILY ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIPS
MAURICE OSTROFF MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND
Joe Woolf & Family
In loving memory of Sam Woolf
MAYER PINCUS BAREL FUND
Jenny & Lonya Rubin

In loving memory of my beloved parents, Solly & Muriel Chesler

Joe Woolf
93rd Birthday

SAM LEVIN BURSARY FUND
SURF FUND (Special Urgent Relief Fund)
Grunberg Family
Hertzel & Lola Katz
Hertzel & Lola Katz
Hertzel Katz
Joseph Katz
Lola & Hertzel Katz
Lola & Hertzel Katz
Shely & Barry Cohen

In loving memory of Bram Kropveld
Debbie Dash & Gideon Hack - Birthdays & In Appreciation
Ivan Kantor - In Appreciation
Aviyam - In Appreciation
In loving memory of beloved parents Sam & Nettie Katz
Elaine & Stanley Finkelstein - Mazal Tov on the birth of Noam
& becoming great-grandparents
Sue Haas - New Home
Theo Rutstein - 80th Birthday

to the Klabbers
Klaberjas Klub and
the Ladies' Tuesday
Coffee Group for their
generous support of
our charitable services
and activities.

PRAS SCHOLARSHIP AND COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMME
Nathan & Denise Tobias
Max Subel - 80th Birthday
Naty & Denise Tobias
Phillip & Estelle Chasen - In Appreciation
THE RENEE AND WOOLF RAKIN FAMILY BURSARY FUND (supported by Rakin family & friends)
Renee Rakin & Family
Honouring Family & Friends
TECI (Telfed Ethiopian Community Initiative)
Brian & Phyllis Mehl
Melvyn Cohen - 80th Birthday
Erica & Louis Garb
In loving memory of Helene Brittan
Joel & Beryl Klotnick
Melvyn Cohen - Special Birthday

Leah Newstead
80th Birthday

SASI (Southern Africans Studying in Israel)
Steve & Ethyne Handler
Mel Cohen - 80th Birthday

Meaningful Gifts

To donate in honour of a special person
or occasion and send a card sharing
this gesture, please visit
www.telfed.org.il/ecards/

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Melvyn Cohen
80th Birthday

Special thanks to our monthly donors
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Carol Naim
Chaim & Lea Lacob
Dr. Hymie & Micky Goldblatt
Dr. Jack Horner

Dr. Meyer & Rina Wisnovitz
Dr. Morris & Rhona Strauss
Eric Glick
Executive Butlers
Gill & Rob Hyde
Jeff Geffen
Joel & Beryl Klotnick

Jonny & Aliza Klompas
Melvyn & Eileen Cohen
Prof. Bernard & Ziona Lerer
Shaun & Daniella Isaacson
Steve & Ethyne Handler
Wayne & Mandy Berzack
Zeev & Shulamith Schwartz

If you would like to set up a monthly tzedakah donation, please be in touch: donations@telfed.org.il / 09 7907819
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HOT OFF THE PRESS

Diversity in the IDF: neurodiversity

SLOWLY BACK TO NORMAL, OR SO WE THOUGHT…

Lecturers, live musicians and larger gatherings finally replaced the
long months of recordings and restrictions. How wonderful to see the
residents crowding in to enjoy the varied cultural activities.
Our bus shuttle outings to the city center and nearby malls have also
resumed. Sadly it appears that renewed restrictions are creeping up
on us once again and limitations may soon need to be imposed. In the
meantime, we will continue to enjoy, take all the necessary precautions
and look forward with optimism for the next BACK TO NORMAL situation.

AND FINALLY RESUMING
LONG AWAITED DAY TRIPS …

For so many long months, we talked about what and
where we would go as soon as we were allowed to
venture out of the building and eventually, the talk
turned into reality as we planned our first residents’
outings.
Excitement mounted as the dates approached and
we were on our way. The first outing was to Akko
where we visited the prison. Followed by a trip to
Kibbutz Lechiam. The highlight was lunch at the Tzuk
Resturant on the cliff at Rosh Hanikra and a visit to
the beautiful grottos reached by a short cable car
trip.

TOGETHER, CELEBRATING
PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE DAY …

How many people are actually aware of when the
Philippines celebrate their Day of Independence!
Here at Beth Protea, we chose to acknowledge this
day for our many Filipino caregivers. This year proved
exceptional. We were honored to have the presence
of several representatives from the Philippine
Embassy and our Filipino caregivers put on a
dazzling show of their folklore song and dance - not
to be forgotten. After the year long restrictions, this
was like a breath of fresh air and exactly what was
needed to lift everyone’s spirits.

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

The second outing commenced in the tranquil
Kadima forest, thereafter a visit to Kibbutz
Nachsholim to see the magnificent Mizgaga Glass
& Archeology Museum. Lunch was in the Port of
Caesaria enjoying the beautiful scenery while
partaking in culinary delights.

Beth Protea
5 Asher Barash Street, Herzlia 46365
Tel: 09-9595222, Fax: 09-9595300
bprotea@bethprotea.com
www.bethprotea.org.il

Protea HomeCare
Tel: 052-6849998
amichay@bethprotea.com
Scan this QR code to visit our NEW website

In Memoriam
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Steven Kruger Z”L passed away on 14 February, leaving a devastating void in the
lives of all who knew him.
Steven was born in Johannesburg on 3 June 1970 and made Aliyah in 2009. He qualified
and practiced as a lawyer in both South Africa and Israel. Steven lived in Givatiym (and
was a former tenant in the Telfed building) and worked in Tel Aviv, but he chose to
spend most weekends with his family in Modiin and dear friends in Tel Mond. He was
a kind and dedicated son, brother, uncle, and friend who lit up every room he entered
with his effervescent personality, making an indelible imprint on everyone who met
him. Bubbly, bright and full of life, Steven was an exceptionally sharp, witty, caring,
and generous soul with a giant heart to match it. He loved Israel and was always ready
to stand up against anti-Israel propaganda online.
Steven was an active Telfed volunteer, former Head of Telfed's Tel Aviv Regional Committee and a former member of
Telfed's Executive. His compassion and kindness was reflected in the support he offered new Olim as they made Israel
home, sensitive to the challenges facing young Olim who arrived without family. His fabulous parties in Tel Aviv for
Olim reflected his love of life, his humour, and his sparkle.
Steven passed away in the Jewish month of Adar. This is a month filled with happiness, celebration, laughter, colour,
singing, dancing, dressing up and being with those that we love. All these things are part of who Steven was. It’s ironic
that in this month of great joy, someone who brought so much joy to so many peoples lives, was so unexpectedly
taken from us.
We extend our condolences to Jean, Ilana, Michael, Aubrey and family.
Stephanie Hodes

Gaby Haimovitz z”l
a veteran of the Zimbabwe Jewish Community passed away recently at 94. Gaby was
born in Bulawayo (then Southern Rhodesia) and at a young age developed his love
for Zionism as a member and madrich of the Habonim Youth Movement. In his early
twenties he became national Bakoach (head). He first made Aliyah in the early 1950s to
Moshav Habonim. He met Freda in Israel and they married and returned “temporarily”
to Rhodesia. Gaby, with his signature mustache, served the Jewish Community with
great commitment and loyalty for many years as the Secretary of the Central African
Zionist Organisation (CAZO). They returned to Israel in the late 1970s with their three
children Aryeh z”l, Ron and Ilana. Gaby remained a lifelong committed Zionist and
never stinted from working hard to support his family including some years with Telfed. Unfortunately they lost Aryeh
at a young age but were blessed with beautiful grandchildren, Rebecca and Michael, who live in Canada.  
Gaby and Freda were immensely proud and surrounded by the love of their children, grandchildren and first great
grandchild in Israel (Ron, Stephanie, Guy, Gili, Gadi, Eitan, Ilana, Tal, Amit, Adi and Yuval). Gaby was loved and respected
by the many people whom he helped to make Aliyah from Rhodesia/Zimbabwe and for his kind and gentle manner,
a true mensch.
Telfed and the whole Southern African community in Israel wish Freda and the family long life – יהי זכרו ברוך

Dave Bloom

Gillian Phyllis Kay z”l
grew up in Rouxville, Johannesburg. She made Aliyah in the late 1960s, and represented Israel in international tennis
tournaments. A true people’s person, she completed her MA in Psychology at Tel Aviv University before studying
alternative medicine (with a particular interest in Chinese Medicine).  
Gill was also a cat enthusiast, caring for cats around her building in Ramat Aviv, which sometimes
upset her neighbours. We were in the same class with her at Waverley Girls High in Johannesburg
and she is one of the 5 girls in our matric class who made our lives in Israel. We were horrified and
heartbroken to hear that on a visit to Johannesburg, Gillian had been murdered in her cottage
near the Syndenham Shul. A friend who really cared about others, she will be sorely missed. May
her memory be for a blessing to all of us.
Ingrid Messika (Meltzer) and Fay Morris (Trapido)
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Isi Joseph Leibler, 1934-2021: A Giant in his Generation
Isi Leibler was a man who was larger than life. He made his mark not only in Australia
– with both the Jewish and the general communities – but also on the world Jewish
scene.
Isi was born in Antwerp on 9 October 1934 but left Europe with his parents to the safe
haven on Australian shores in 1939. Isi’s life was dedicated to the people of Israel and
the Jewish world. He was the leader of the Australian Jewish community, serving as
president of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry, spanning the years from 1978 to
1995. In this period, he also became deeply involved with the World Jewish Congress,
serving as Chairman of the WJC Governing Board and its Senior Vice-President.
Isi is best known for his pioneering and leading role advocating for Soviet Jewry and their right to make Aliyah, over
thirty years from 1959 to the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. He also played a key role in building ties between
Asia and Israel, including contributing to the rescission of UNGA Resolution 3379, known as Zionism = Racism in 1991,
and China and India’s formal recognition of Israel in 1992. Always a passionate Zionist and strong advocate for Israel,
he formally made Aliyah in 1999.
From then on, he became a strong advocate for Diaspora Jews to come on Aliyah. In his newspaper columns, he
frequently warned Jews in the West that the only way they could ensure that their children and grandchildren remained
Jewish was to move to Israel because of the high rates of assimilation and loss of Jewish identity. With his four children
and grandchildren and great grandchildren living in Israel, his dedication to Israel can serve as a beacon for others.
Professor Suzanne D. Rutland is the author of the authorized biography of Isi Leibler, Lone Voice,
the Wars of Isi Leibler, (Gefen Publishers, January 2021)

Marianne Abel z”l
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(nee Hyman) sadly passed away on 17 June 2021. Marianne and Rael made Aliyah in
1974 moving to the Western Negev to help establish moshav Sde Nitzan - pioneers
in growing glasshouse tomatoes. Marianne was an integral part of the moshav giving
much of her time to the youth. Tragically incapacitated in her mid-sixties she found
her forte in painting. Marianne will be dearly missed by loving husband, daughters
and grandchildren.
I’M A LUCKY MAN! Two years ago, my father Walter Leslie Francois Hatchuel z”l
wrote his memoirs: “Memoirs of a Lucky Man”. Everyone has trials and tribulations
in their lives, but the title shows the optimism that epitomised my father. On May 3,
2021, two weeks before his 94th birthday, my father left this world in a very dignified
way, the same way he carried out all his activities throughout his life. I once asked
him “Dad, if you have one pearl of wisdom to pass on to me, what would it be”? He
answered: “Spend your time helping others.” That summed up who he was.
Born in France, he lived in England before moving to South Africa. He qualified as
a doctor at the age of 22 and helping others was a natural extension of who he
was. After marrying my mother, Rachel Levitan, they moved to Edinburgh where he
continued his studies and became a Paediatrician. He returned to South Africa where
he raised three children: Colette, Ilana and myself. Dad worked in private practice and in hospitals and continued to
give back in so many ways (too many to mention). He was the Habonim Camp doctor and was one of “Harry’s Angels”
(a group of medical specialists who would fly to Mbabane to provide specialist medical services); he was the doctor in
charge at Selwyn Segal Hostel and worked at The Forest Town School for Cerebral Palsy and at St. Vincent’s School for
the Deaf. In 1986 he left South Africa for Toronto where he immersed himself in his private practice. Following Ilana
and I, together with my mother, he made Aliyah at the age of 69. Here, he practiced as a locum for Maccabi until his
retirement at age 78. Not yet ready to retire, he rekindled his love for piano, gave lectures about music, taught English
and (uncharacteristically) took over running the pub at the retirement home. Dad was a shining example of a loyal man
and a humble individual. I too am a lucky Man! Rest in Peace Dad. I Will love you forever.
Dorian Hatchuel
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Telfed Chairman Robby Hilkowitz, members of the Directorate, Executive Council and Staff
express heartfelt condolences to families whose loved ones have passed away in recent months.
Aaron Burgin, Tel Mond
Allan Herlitz, Efrat
Beryl Baleson, Kfar Saba
Dennis Salkinder, Yanuv
Dennis Solomon, Raanana
Elaine Eitzman, Raanana
Elaine Sirkis, Netanya
Eli Shiloni, Timmorim
Sarah Paiken, Timmorim
Fay Katz, Nordia
Gaby Haimovitz, Raanana

George Kalisch, Raanana
Harold Brozin, Raanana
Isi Leibler, Jerusalem
Joan Salmon, Netanya
Marianne Abel, Sde Nitzan
Gillian Kay, Ramat Aviv
Mollie Chasen, Herzliya
Netanel Chaim, Kedumim
Sam Goldblatt, Maale Adummim
Samuel Sher, Netanya
Steven Kruger, Givatayim
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Walter Hatchuel, Tel Mond
William Hitner, Beit Shemesh
Dennis Basserabie, Johannesburg
Rae Rubenstein, Johannesburg
Neil Jowell, Cape Town
Rita Shorkend, Cape Town
Alec Levy, Johannesburg
Sam Woolf, Johannesburg
Herby Rosenberg, Johannesburg
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To renew your magazine subscription or read our magazines online, please visit our
website: www.telfed.org.il/Magazine

Update your contact info online:
www.telfed.org.il/join

Thank you to our Yom Haatzmaut Quiz
prize sponsors for the wonderful prizes
that ranged from biltong to books,
photography, food, fitness and coffee
Herschel Gutman Photography - 052-740-9287
herschelgutman@gmail.com
•
Wiz Kids - 09-746-4224 / bookexperts@wizkids.co.il
•
Food for Thought Israel - 0526283898
foodforthoughtisrael@gmail.com

•

Stretch - 058-558-5864
stretch.raanana@gmail.com
•
Caya Coffee - 058-678-8322 / Borochov 5, Raanana
•
Denny’s Deli - 054-568-9141 / phillipsdenis29@
gmail.com
•
Kings - 054-284-4044 / ian@kings-biltong.com
•
Israel ScaVentures - 052-835-807
tali@israelscaventures.com

SAVE THE DATE:
SUKKOT PICNIC
KIBBUTZ TZORA
22 SEPTEMBER
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Chag Sameach from Lisa Starr at Meatland

My contribution to this Rosh Hashanah edition is a couple
of just-sweet-enough recipes that you’ll put to use the
whole year through. They're so easy that you’ll be sure as
you’re reading this that I’ve left out a few ingredients,
or a couple of extra steps, but it honestly is that simple!
A wholesome start to the New Year begins right here!

Quick Stir Nutty Health Bread
400 ml plain yoghurt (that’s 2 x 200 ml tubs)
2 tablespoons honey
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 shallow teaspoons bicarbonate of soda
1 to 2 teaspoons salt
(I recommend 2 teaspoons Maldon salt)
3 1/2 cups large flake, rolled oats
3/4 cup mixed seeds/nuts

1. Pour the yoghurt, honey, and olive oil into a large bowl, stir in the bicarbonate
of soda and salt, then mix in the oats and most of the nuts/seeds.
2. Spoon into a large loaf tin, flatten the top with a wet spoon so that the seeds
don’t stick to it, then run a knife down the middle to make a furrow and sprinkle
over remaining seeds.
3. Bake at 180 C for 50 minutes but check at 40 minutes to make sure the top
isn’t getting too dark. Cover with foil if it is and continue baking
4. Turn the bread out to cool. If the base still feels a bit damp, place it upside down
on a baking tray, and bake for a further 5 minutes. Allow to cool before slicing.

COOK’S NOTES: This is really best with large flake, rolled oats and not ground oats. I make with a mix of sesame, sunflower
seeds, pumpkin seeds, and chopped walnuts or pecans or cashews. Make only with seeds, or combine nuts and seeds, to suit
yourself. Raisins make a lovely fruity addition. I make this with silan too and and always use Maldon salt which is actually less
salty than regular table salt and delivers far better flavor . Bread keeps well for approximately 3 to 4 days - it can be stored in the
fridge - and can be frozen. Play with this basic mixture to make it your own!

Three Seed Health Cookies
1 cup shelled pumpkin seeds
1 cup shelled sunflower seeds
1/2 cup sesame seeds
1/2 cup dark brown sugar
2 egg whites
Handful chocolate chips
Handful cranberries

1. Mix ingredients together till seeds are completely coated in the sugar and egg mixture
then spoon out onto tray lined with baking paper to make approximately 24 cookies.
2. Bake at 180 C for approximately 15 - 18 minutes till seeds are lightly golden and
cookies are holding together.
3. Allow to cool completely before removing from the tray.

COOK’S NOTES: You can slightly decrease the sugar but don’t
reduce it too much or your cookies won’t hold together.
There is no need to beat the egg white. Simply separate and
stir in. It really is THAT easy. Feel free to add nibbed almonds
to the mix if desired.

Insurance Agent

סוכן ביטוח

Telfed Israel www.telfed.org.il

Private Health Insurance
Life & Mortgage Insurance
Pension Funds, Hishtalmut & Gemel for
the Self-employed & Savings Schemes
Insurance Portfolio Analysis
Office: 03-9292792 | 052-2454662
Sue: Life/Health Office Manager | sue@joffeins.co.il
Mark Joffe: CEO & Founder | mark@joffeins.co.il
Car, House, Business & Travel Insurance | Joffe Perelman Egoz Insurance
Aviv: Elementary Office manager | avivm@egoz-insu.co.il | 050-6433619

Beit Egoz, 19 Efal St, Kiryat Arye, Petach Tikva 4951119
www.joffeins.co.il

Gallery South is currently sourcing sculptures and other works
of art by Lippy Lipshitz, Wolf Kibel and Moses Kottler for
inclusion in a seminal exhibition, planned to travel from Cape
Town to Jerusalem and beyond, about the signiﬁcance of these
important Eastern European Jewish immigrants in the
development of South African art history and modernism.
Contact us to discuss these and other works in your collection.
We honour the historical and personal signiﬁcance of your cultural
assets while assessing their commercial value.
At Gallery South, we are dedicated to the traditional and discreet art
of matching works and owners through private treaty sales to
discerning collectors. We have buyers for your large work by a beloved
South African master. And we can help you renew your collection with
quality contemporary pieces to share among your children. Whether
you are expanding or downsizing, the specialists, historians and
curators in our team will advise you on positioning your art and
cultural assets for intergenerational and intercontinental distribution.
Conﬁdentiality guaranteed.
Gallery South director Claudia Braude is available for consultation via
WhatsApp +27 83 273 3742 or email info@gallerysouth.co.za.

Holding the letter Shin in his left hand, The Golem [oak; 1937] is Lippy Lipshitz’s [19031980] personal statement about his artistic power to magically create life from inanimate
matter, as had the mystics of his traditional religious background who used Hebrew letters
to create a Golem.

GALLERY

SOUTH
The Value of Legacy
www.gallerysouth.co.za
gallerysouth_za

Diversity in the IDF: neurodiversity

שנה
טובה

THE RAPHAEL RECANATI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
WISHES OUR 2,000 STUDENTS FROM 90 COUNTRIES AND THEIR FAMILIES

A HAPPY AND PEACEFUL
NEW YEAR
Feliz año nuevo Bonne année Gelukkig nieuwjaar Gott nytt år Glückliches neues Jahr 新年快乐 Buon anno
Feliz Ano Novo Gelukkige Nuwe Jaar  שנה טובהΕυτυχισμένο το νέο έτος  سنة جيدةС Новым Годом
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